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The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association annual meet-
ing was held on October 4. This meeting provides us with 
the opportunity to hear guest speakers who update us on 
neighborhood issues. The meeting also enables us to tell our 
neighbors about the work of the Association, and allows us 
to hear from you, the people who live and work in Murray 
Hill.
MHNA President Diane Bartow introduced the meeting. 
Then, Fred Arcaro, President of the Manhattan East Com-
munity Association, spoke about the activities of MECA, 
our sister association. Treasurer Barbara Sagan presented 
the financial statement, and Trustee Becky Flig read the 
names of the Trustees for the 2018-2019 year. Susan Demmet, Co-Chair of the Preservation & Design Committee 

chats with members in a break-out session. Police Officer Ryan is in the 
foreground.

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=29010&ClientID=11037&subsection=si
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=29010&ClientID=11037&subsection=si
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=29010&ClientID=11037&subsection=si
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Happy Holidays to all! One of the real joys of the Holiday Season is the op-
portunity to thank all of our members and friends of The Murray Hill Neigh-
borhood Association and to wish you the very best in the New Year.
It was a pleasure to see so many of you at the annual meeting. I hope that you 
enjoyed hearing from Council Members Keith Powers and Carlina Rivera, 
NYPD Neighborhood Coordination Officer Marilyn Noa, David Frank, Chief 
Engineer for the 2nd Avenue Infrastructure project, Manhattan East Com-
munity Association president Fred Arcaro and the MHNA committee chairs.
We also want to thank award recipients, past Trustees Marisa Bulzone and Enid 
Klass, and Terry Katz Executive Director of the Society of Jewish Science/Cen-
ter for Applied Judaism, for their contributions to the community.
The committees have been very busy since the end of the last season, and 
have spent a considerable amount of time on:

• The large amount of construction in the neighborhood
• The 2nd Avenue Infrastructure Replacement project and MTA projects
• Parking on Park Avenue
• Bus layovers and postal truck parking
• Increase in the number of for-hire cars adding to Murray Hill traffic
• Pedestrian safety
• Bike stands and bike safety
• Vendor applications for more newspaper stands on the sidewalks
• Delivery vehicles and sidewalk use 
• Cleaning and greening
• Preservation and landmark issues
• Member information programs
• Support for local businesses

We are working on these issues in an effort to make life in Murray Hill better 
for all.
I want to thank all the members who completed our survey. This helps us 
identify the real concerns of the membership and establish the agenda for 
the Association. We will continue our mission to make Murray Hill a highly 
desirable place to live, work and visit.
I hope to see you as we begin the Holiday Season with the lighting of the 
trees on Park Avenue and the lighting of the Menorah for Hanukkah, fol-
lowed by the annual holiday party on Sunday, December 2.
Join us and volunteer! This is the best gift you can give your neighborhood.
Again, we wish you health, happiness and the best in 2019!
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Changes to the MHNA Trustees
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is very pleased 
to welcome new trustees Lola Cherson, Heather Dolland, 
Cynthia Fareed, Paulette Long and Alexandra Schmidt. 
Trustees Veronica McIlraith and Lisa Searing will be leaving 
their trustee positions. We thank them warmly for their ser-
vice! Lisa will remain on the Social Media Committee and 
will continue with the MHNA’s social media. 

Save the Date for Our Next Business 
Networking Event on December 6 
So much social media but too little time? How to turn 
clicks into customers! Save the date, December 6 from 
9-11am, for our next Business Networking breakfast 
which will focus on the topic of growing your business 
with social media. The event will be a panel discus-
sion with four social media experts. Heather Dolland, 
founder of All the Tastes of New York, will moderate 
the discussion. Learn how you can grow your business 
with social media and turn your clicks into customers. 
There will be an opportunity to ask questions at the 
end of the presentation.   
Businesses with existing social media as well as those 
wanting to start a social media strategy will benefit 
from this event. Watch your emails for more details on 
the panelists and location.
This event is organized by the Business Networking 
Committee of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, because we care about your business!

Our Heartfelt Thanks to John Chadwick
John Chadwick, Chair of Patrons of Park Avenue, will be 
leaving the spring tulips, flowering cherry trees, summer 
begonias and seasonal holiday trees after ten dedicated, 
outstanding years of loving care and fundraising for the 
Murray Hill malls on Park Avenue. John will be devoting 
more of his time to his thriving interior design business here 
in New York City and in Oklahoma City his home town. 
We will miss his dedicated care and management of this 
beautiful green flowering garden in our community.
POPA was founded in 1982 by the Murray Hill Committee 
(now MHNA) and Park Avenue buildings between 34th 
and 40th Street, along with co-op and condo presidents 
and concerned citizens of Murray Hill. Their mission was to 

restore, renovate and establish an ongoing maintenance and 
seasonal planting program for the Park Avenue malls. The 
malls are the property of the NYC Parks Department.

In addition to daily oversight of and his fundraising efforts 
for the malls, John initiated the Tree Sponsor Program and 
the Mall Gardner Program, where individuals can contribute 
to gardening and the cost of seasonal landscaping. John 
has chaired many special events such as the holiday tree 
lightings with after parties at The Shakespeare and Park 
Avenue Tavern.

We thank you, John, for your great work on POPA and for 
the many things you do for Murray Hill. You loving care of 
the malls will long be remembered!

Janice Afflixio
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
 

Mobile (917) 640-9761
JMAfflixio@kwnyc.com

Keller Williams NYC | 1155 Avenue of the Americas - 6th Floor | New York, NY 10036
Tel (212) 838-3700 | Fax (212) 838-1956

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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Tell a friend about The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association
New Membership/Renewal Form. 

Make checks payable to  
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

o $35 Individual o $50 Couple
o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)
o $25 Young Professional (to age 40)
o $60 Small Business (1-9 employees)
o $100 Medium Sized Business (10-24 employees)
o $250 Large Business (25+ employees)

I want to make an additional contribution:  $  
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o

Name _________________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________
Partner Name __________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________
Company Name _________________________________________
Contact Person _________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________ Apt  ________
City _______________________ State ____ Zip ______________
Primary Phone # ________________________________________
Cell/Other Phone ________________________________________

Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Membership Coordinator

PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897

Join or Renew Online
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org and click Join 

Keep up-to-date with neighborhood events and issues!  
Get involved!

Members’ Corner
Our warmest welcome to new members.

Business/Nonprofit
Janice M. Afflixio, Licensed Real 
       Estate Salesperson
Church of the Covenant
City Beer

MarieBelle New York
Maryel School of New York
Nine Lives Fitness - Personal Trainer
wagamama
as of 10/20/2018

We invite you to visit the website Directory for details about business 
members.

Introducing MarieBelle at The Kitano Hotel
East Meets West in a Boutique Chocolate Paradise. On a quiet, 
tree-lined street in New York’s historic Murray Hill district, 
MarieBelle New York opened its doors to an irresistibly new 
chocolate boutique in The Kitano Hotel in July. Offering 
signature artisanal ganache, praised by worldly palates for 
nearly two decades, and delectable bean-to-bar confections, 
MarieBelle New York adds an understated, yet unmistakable 
luxury to the tranquil hospitality of The Kitano Hotel.

The distinctive chocolates, each one a small, edible work of 
art, are produced by hand in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, using 
a silk-screening process that native Honduran Founder 
& CEO, Maribel Lieberman, adopted in her earliest 
entrepreneurial days as a chocolatier. Flavors are rich and 
exotic, like saffron and cardamom, or delicate and smooth, 
like lavender and caramel. Each chocolate palette tells a 
story, such as the “Sea Wave,” the “Forest,” “A Child’s Dream” 
or the “Invincible Woman.”
After nearly twenty years spent exploring the world and 
business of chocolate, Maribel still counts her partnerships 
as contributing to her good fortune. “The alliance with The 
Kitano Hotel is a good example of this,” says Lieberman.  
“We share a similar aesthetic for refined elegance that cap-
tures the senses of their guests. So our partnership works on 
many levels.”
MarieBelle at The Kitano Hotel is located at 66 Park Avenue 
at 38th Street in Manhattan.
Store hours are Monday through Sunday from 11am to 7pm.  
For more information, please call 212-885-7177, email sales@
mariebelle.com or visit them online at www.MarieBelle.com.
MarieBelle New York at the Kitano Hotel is a large business 
member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.
Source:  MarieBelle press release



Barbara Ingram Edmonds
Cornell Edmonds
Benjamin Einersen
Michael Federman
Cathleen Jones
Yvan David Lemoine
Kathy McCarthy
Miriam Miller
Timothy Miller
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Individual/Couples
Michele Acker
Robert Acker
Kari Axberg
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http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/join
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The Maryel School of New York is an independent, co-
educational and bilingual Spanish/English school serving 
students from nursery through the 5th grade.
To carry out its mission, Maryel unites the educational sys-
tems of Spain and the United States. The educational system 
of Spain is traditionally considered to be one of the most 
rigorous, intellectually demanding and culturally rich aca-
demic models in Europe. The American educational system 
is characterized by its pragmatism, collaborative work and 
creativity. Maryel School of New York is a harmonious com-
bination of both systems which offers students an education 
that is comparable to the most prestigious, independent 
schools found in both the United States and Europe. When 
children are exposed to two different languages, they learn 
to be more tolerant and respectful of other cultures and tra-
ditions, and this enables them to become more responsible 
and active citizens of the world.
Founder Celine Cacho had the vision that the Maryel 
School would help students discover, develop and express 
their unique talents, and this would encourage students to 
reach their academic, social, and emotional potential in a 
challenging and supportive environment.

wagamama Murray Hill – Coming Soon
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is very pleased 
to welcome wagamama Murray Hill as a large business 
member. wagamama is known for fresh, lively food in a fam-
ily friendly and fully accessible space. The menu includes, 
ramen, teppanyaki noodles, rice bowls, curries, salads and 
desserts. Drinks range from fresh juices and soft drinks to 
craft beers, wine, sake, cocktails, teas, coffees and hot choco-
late. Kids meals and vegan/gluten-free dishes suitable for 
people with special dietary requirements are offered.
wagamama first opened in London in 1992. Their Murray 
Hill restaurant will be opening soon at 605 Third Avenue, 
between 39th and 40th Streets. They have two other nearby 
locations: Nomad/Flatiron, 210 Fifth Avenue at 26th Street, 
and East Village, 55 Third Avenue at East 11th Street. Their 

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Welcomes the Maryel School of New York
Maryel School of New York is located in historic Murray 
Hill in a charming townhouse at 28 East 35th Street (be-
tween Madison & Park Avenues). Their facility has been re-
cently renovated to provide a rich environment for learning 
and growth. You can arrange for a tour of their facilities by 
contacting them by telephone at 212-213-2097 or by email at 
admissions@maryel.org.

website is wagamama.us.
Regular hours are from Sunday to Thursday 11am - 11pm and 
Friday and Saturday from 11am - 12am. These hours are sub-
ject to change around the opening date, and modified hours 
can be found on their website. You can arrange for takeout 
(click and collect), catering and private dining. wagamama 
Nomad can accommodate up to 50 people. Gift cards are 
also available.
Look for announcements of the wagamama Murray Hill 
opening! wagamama will also host a Murray Hill Neighbor-
hood Association Young Professionals event in November. 
Notices about this event will be sent out as it approaches.

JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office
Downsize • Move • Unpack

Purge • Declutter
Estate Liquidation • Online Sales

Flexible, Sensitive, Compassionate
Individualized Approach

20 years experience 917-854-6055
Free Consultation joannedkaplan@gmail.com

http://www.murrayhilnyc.org
mailto:admissions%40maryel.org?subject=
http://wagamama.us
mailto:joanndkaplan%40gmail.com?subject=
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Your Responses to Our Survey Help Us Prioritize Our Work!
During the summer, The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association circulated 
a survey to find out your most impor-
tant issues in Murray Hill and also to 
hear how we are doing. The survey 
was sent to everyone on our email 
list of nearly 1,400 email addresses. 

Those who receive our emails are MHNA members, our lo-
cal elected officials, and people who have signed up for our 
emails. 177 people responded, a 13% response rate. We thank 
everyone who responded, as we use your responses to pri-
oritize our work. 
Murray Hill Issues
The issues that you consider to be the most important are 
traffic, noise, construction, loss of affordable housing and 
businesses and loss of our historic buildings. In addition, 
your comments indicated that neighborhood cleanliness, 
the homeless and panhandlers, and the need for more trees 
and green spaces are also important.

Comments
Traffic
There were 60 comments about traffic on topics such as 
gridlock (“blocking the box”), cars blocking pedestrian 

crosswalks, blocked bus lanes, dangerous driving by cars 
and bicycles, illegal parking and traffic police who are not 
effective at both keeping the cars moving and keeping cross-
walks clear for pedestrians. Some suggestions on how to 
fix these issues are the need for enforcement of traffic laws 
and parking rules for cars and bicycles which would prob-
ably result in more tickets, congestion pricing, more traffic 
agents, reduce the number of lanes that are blocked due to 
construction, better training for traffic police so that they 
would be concerned about pedestrians crossing the street as 
well as keeping cars moving.
Cleanliness
Thirty-five comments addressed the lack of cleanliness in 
the neighborhood on topics such as littered streets, side-
walks and, tree beds, overflowing garbage cans, dog owners 
that don’t curb their dogs or pick up after them, litter be-
ing spilled and not picked up when garbage is collected and 
unpleasant odors (including the smell of pot). The problem 
is worse at vacant buildings or storefronts. Most people sug-
gested that building owners and businesses should be more 
responsible for sweeping the sidewalks in front of their 
buildings, garbage collection should include cleaning up if 
anything is spilled, there should be more pickups for litter 

The BIG APPLE CHORUS 
warmly welcomes men—and now 

women!—to join in glorious 4-part 
a capella harmony. 

Mondays
(except holidays, then Wednesday)

7:00-9:30 PM

Norman Thomas HS
111 East 33rd Street

Info:  Bigapplechorus.org

BIG APPLE CHORUS

SINGERS WANTED!

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.Bigapplechorus.org
http://www.incnyc.org
mailto:info%40churchoftheincarnation.org?subject=


330 East 38th Street
212-753-8811 • tbms.org

Open 7 days a week

Providing high quality music 
education for 93 years

Private Lessons and Group Classes 
for 6 months through older adults
Save 20% on weekday private lessons 

before 2pm and after 7pm!

The Preschool at Turtle Bay Music School
Opening Fall 2019

Now accepting applications
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baskets on street corners and dog owners should be more 
aware of the “curb your dog” concept.
Noise
Noise was mentioned in 30 comments: honking, sirens, 
blasting car radios and construction. Suggestions on how to 
address the noise issue are enforcement of noise and honk-
ing ordinances, limits on the hours of construction (no early 
hours), and more responsible use of sirens by FDNY and 
NYPD.
Homeless people and panhandlers
There were 25 comments about the increasing number of 
homeless people and panhandlers who congregate in the 
streets, sit and sleep on the sidewalks and at crosswalks, 
leave trash, and urinate and defecate in public places, espe-
cially around unoccupied buildings. 
Construction
Many people feel that there is too much construction caus-
ing noise, dust, dirt and loss of traffic lanes. They would like 
it to be limited.
Zoning and development
Related issues are the impact of zoning and development, 
which was noted in 24 comments concerning overly tall 
buildings, density, overcrowding and stress on infrastruc-
ture. Many people would like Murray Hill to have height 

limits and to remain low-rise.
Trees and green spaces
There were 13 comments about trees and green spaces, and 
how Murray Hill needs more of them.
Empty storefronts and loss of supermarkets and shop-
ping areas
Ten comments noted the empty storefronts and loss of su-
permarkets and shopping areas. Suggestions included zon-
ing for small frontage and expansion upstairs or down, va-
cancy tax on commercial real estate, and elimination of tax 
breaks for empty spaces.
Streets and sidewalks
Streets and sidewalks were the subject of 8 comments. Sev-
eral people noted that the condition of the curb cuts, cross-
walks and sidewalks is dangerous in some places. Repairs 
are needed and there is ponding at some corners.
MTA Emergency Ventilation Project
Six people wanted to stop the MTA Emergency Ventilation 
project on Park Avenue.
Loss of affordable housing
There were 5 comments about the loss of affordable hous-
ing, specifically problems with the DHCR, including its lack 
of enforcement for landlords who are aggressively trying to 

Continued on page 8

http://www.tbms.org
www.murrayhillnyc.org
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raise rents.
Public safety
5 people stated that public safety is an issue. One person sug-
gested that more police are needed on 3rd Avenue between 
33rd and 32nd Street.
Unreliable bus service
5 people commented on the unreliable bus service, the need 
to have more buses, and the subway station at 33rd Street 
and Park Avenue (6 line) needs an elevator to be more ac-
cessible.
Loss of neighborhood character
There were additional comments about the loss of neigh-
borhood character, including too many parades and fairs 
(sometimes on the same day), loss of free parking in the 
evenings and on Saturday, the need for the preservation of 
Murray Hill’s historic buildings, delivery trucks unloading 
and taking up excessive sidewalk space, Post Office trucks 
parking on neighborhood streets at night and on weekends, 
scaffolding that never comes down, illegal hotels (Airbnb) 
that have tenants that party till late at night, rodents, glaring 
lights at night on buildings and the presence of food carts in 
places that don’t seem to need them.

Some suggestions that were made to address these issues are 

Survey Results continued from page 7 the removal of old phone booths and fire hydrants, and the 
removal of the Citibike stand on 35th Street at 3rd Avenue.
Murray Hill is still a great neighborhood
Five longtime residents of Murray Hill say that they love the 
neighborhood, want to keep it classy, and wouldn’t live any-
where else.
Miscellaneous comments and suggestions
There should be street numbers on all buildings. Murray 
Hill should have a dog park.
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Programs
We also wanted to find out how you like our programs and 
what we can do to improve them.  Only a very small percent-
age of the responses indicated dissatisfaction with MHNA 
programs, although for some programs a large number of 
people indicated a lack of interest or no opinion.
Events
79% of respondents like the greening and cleaning events, 
67% like the preservation and design events and 62% like the 
events in general. 46% like the street festival, although 31% 
indicated that it could be better, and 19% said it was not im-
portant or they have no opinion. 36% like the Annual Meet-
ing, while 47% indicated that it wasn’t important or they had 
no opinion.
Nine comments were about the street festival indicating that 
the festival should reflect Murray Hill more, have more en-

http://www.kalvigandshorter.com
http://www.covenantchurchnyc.com
mailto:caedmonds57%40gmail.com?subject=
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tertainment, not always have the music in front of 10 Park 
Avenue, and it should be classier. Some people preferred it 
to be somewhere other than on Park Avenue, and also pre-
ferred it when it was more like a block party on a side street. 
Seven people asked for more events to socialize with neigh-
bors and develop a community spirit. Two people want more 
meetings to discuss issues. There was a request for more af-
fordable events. One comment was enthusiastic about the 
involvement of people from the Men’s Shelter on 30th Street 
in the Spring mulching and street festival events.
Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue
75% like the Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue while 11% 
think they can be improved. 
Two people said they didn’t know about the Park Avenue 
malls. One person didn’t like the changes to the malls. 
Advocacy
73% of the respondents like the MHNA’s advocacy while 19% 
think it could be better. 49% would like to have more op-
portunities to express their opinions about neighborhood 
issues.
Nine comments were about MHNA’s advocacy. Seven re-
spondents would like stronger advocacy about neighbor-
hood issues. There was one suggestion that the MHNA do 
more to coordinate political action on neighborhood con-
cerns. One comment was complimentary about MHNA’s 
advocacy.
Communications
94% of the respondents like the newsletter, 87% like the 
emails, 66% like the website and 24% don’t use the website. 
18% like the MHNA’s social media while 69% don’t have an 
opinion or don’t use it.
There were 10 comments about the emails: 6 were com-
plimentary about the Monday eblasts saying they are very 
informative, 2 comments that the Monday eblasts are too 
long, 1 not liking some of the dedicated eblasts for business 
members, 1 requesting more emails/information about the 
MHNA’s historic preservation advocacy actions.
Compliments
25 comments were complimentary about the Association 
and the MHNA programs (walking tours, discount pro-
gram, quality of life, advocacy...)
Suggestions
The MHNA should coordinate its efforts regarding loss of 
neighborhood businesses and loss of affordable housing 
with other groups that are doing this.
The MHNA should collaborate with the Kips Bay Neighbor-
hood Association and the Alliance for Kips Bay.
The MHNA should do more outreach and try to get more 
people on the email list.
The MHNA should focus more on the area along 1st Avenue 
and near NYU Langone.

Participatory Budgeting Is Introduced in 
Districts 2 and 4
This year for the first time, New York City Council District 
2 (Council Member Carlina Rivera) and District 4 (Council 
Member Keith Powers) are implementing Participatory 
Budgeting, which designates $1 million to each council 
district for projects to improve the neighborhood. It allows 
residents of a neighborhood to submit their ideas for projects 
on an interactive map. Budget Delegate volunteers will turn 
ideas into real proposals, with input from city agencies. 
Neighborhood residents will then vote on which projects to 
fund. Voting will occur in the spring.
Eligible projects that have been submitted include improving 
the signage to the East River Esplanade, street repaving, 
St. Vartan Park improvements, better rodent control, 
renovating the water fountains at PS 116, milkweed plantings 
for Monarch butterflies at Stuy Cove Park, and adding 
benches on Park Avenue. All ideas will be considered.
You can see ideas that have been submitted to improve our 
neighborhood at this link: https://shareabouts-pbnyc-2018.
herokuapp.com/page/about. For more information on 
participatory budgeting and how to get more involved, visit 
council.nyc.gov/pb.

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Statement of Revenues and Expenditures with Cash Position

Fiscal Year Ended February 28, 2018
(Unaudited for Management Purposes Only)

Cash, March 1, 2017 $ 47,522

Revenues
Administration  85
Block Party  11,952
Community Services  500
Greening  65,410
Membership Services  38,674
Preservation and Design  9,199

Total Revenues $ 130,820

Expenditures
Administration  16,292
Block Party  1,663
Greening  64,245
Membership Services  29,562
Preservation and Design  10,984

Total Expenditures $ 122,746

Cash, February 28, 2018 $ 55,596

Suggestions were made to have a page on the website de-
voted to advocacy and petitions and one for preservation 
actions, as well as the addition of a blog.  
Thank you for responding to our survey!

www.murrayhillnyc.org
https://shareabouts-pbnyc-2018.herokuapp.com/page/about.
https://shareabouts-pbnyc-2018.herokuapp.com/page/about.
http://council.nyc.gov/pb
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Shared Street at 43rd Street between Lexington & 3rd Av-
enue.  The shared street on 43rd Street leading to the Grand 
Central Terminal entrance in the Graybar Building opened 
in August. It provides a small pedestrian area and rock bol-
lards for seating. Tables and chairs are coming. The project 
was funded by the East Midtown Governing Group. This is 
an example of the public-private partnership specified by 

the East Midtown Rezoning, where money is put into the 
fund for public realm improvements by developers who re-
ceive zoning bonuses to build taller and denser buildings in 
Midtown East.
Pershing Square West Plaza. The Pershing Square West 
project’s completion date has been postponed once again. 
The new anticipated completion date is late November 2018. 
The project is currently awaiting delivery of materials to fin-
ish all plaza work. Project engineers explained that the plaza 

Construction Updates in Murray Hill is situated above railroad tracks, which makes work in this 
location very complex.
Park Avenue Tunnel Renovation. Construction on the $24 
million project to rehabilitate the Park Avenue Tunnel is ex-
pected to continue through 2019.  Asbestos work has been 
completed. Lead abatement will begin next on the tunnel 
roof. Work to refurbish pedestrian islands in the crosswalks 
at 34th Street and Park Avenue with wider walkways and 
other safety improvements is scheduled for the spring. Para-
pet walls will be repaired and restored. The New York City 
Department of Transportation is managing this project and 
is taking every measure to ensure that inconveniences dur-
ing construction are kept to a minimum.
Infrastructure replacement project on 2nd Avenue and 
surrounding areas. During the summer of 2018 the New 
York City Department of Design and Construction began 
work on the project called Infrastructure Upgrade along 2nd 
Ave. and Surrounding Areas. The project has an anticipated 
completion date of fall 2021. This work is necessary to re-
place water mains that are more than 100 years old. The new 
water mains will ensure proper delivery of services to the 
residents in the area. 
Having begun work on the east side of 2nd Avenue between 
33rd Street and 34th Street, the NYC contractor, MFM, will 
be moving to the west side of 2nd Avenue between 32nd 
Street and 34th Street. The contractor will continue excavat-

dgbar@msn.com

www.bartowinsurance.com

http://www.ninelivesfit.com
mailto:arnie%40ninelivesfit.com?subject=
mailto:dgbar%40msn.com?subject=
http://www.bartowinsurance.com
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An Easy Way to a
Brighter Smile!

www.gerirobin.com

157 East 32nd Street, Suite B
New York, NY 10016

Dr@gerirobin.com

Dr. Geri Robin, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Call to schedule an appointment today!

212-545-8575

Murray Hill Dentist Dr. Geri Robin offers a quick solution.

The simplest way to make a difference in your smile is to whiten your 
teeth. Yellowing or graying teeth make a person look older while 
whitening can shave years off your age! In just under a half hour 
and for only $130 you can see results with our Quick Pro Whitening 
Treatment. It is best to come in for a hygiene visit first to get off the 
stains of everyday living. 

We use products that are suitable for sensitive teeth.

Mention this ad and receive a complimentary goodie bag.

ing throughout the Murray Hill/Kips Bay project area in-
stalling and upgrading utility services and distribution wa-
ter mains throughout the Fall of 2018. 
Tree guards have been installed throughout 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Avenues between 33rd Street and 37th Street, on 33rd Street 
between 2nd and 3rd Avenues and on 35th Street between 1st 
and 3rd Avenue. New 12” distribution water main pipes have 
also been installed on the east side of 2nd Avenue between 
33rd and 34th Street. Water main installation operations are 
underway.
Construction crews have moved to the west side of 2nd Ave. 
between 32nd Street and 37th Street. The city contractor set 
up the maintenance and protection of workers at the above 
mentioned work location, excavated and began installation 
of new 12” and 20” distribution water mains. This work will 
continue throughout the footprint of the infrastructure up-
grade project in the Murray Hill/Kips Bay area.
East Side Access Project site at 37th Street & Park Ave-
nue. The 37th Street site has been remobilized for 8 weeks 
starting on September 27. The site will be used to deliver 
materials to points below street level. The construction of 
an underground ventilation facility at 37th Street and Park 
Avenue is completed. The site will continue to be utilized in-
termittently for varying durations for material and concrete 
deliveries through project completion in December 2022. In 
coordination with City agencies and Con-Edison, East Side 

Access will complete necessary utility work and restore the 
street and sidewalk. Updates and notifications will be pro-
vided to the community in advance of all work.

A Metropolitan Transportation Authority press release of 
September 24 announced that Arthur R. ‘Rob’ Troup has 
been appointed as Senior Program Executive of East Side 
Access. In this post, he will be the project’s top ranking of-
ficial. Troup managed several projects for Amtrak’s New 
York division from 1979 to 1995. He also served as Deputy 
General Manager for the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Tran-
sit Authority and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority. Earlier this year, MTA Chief Development Offi-
cer Janno Lieber confirmed the 2022 completion date of East 
Side Access and announced a series of management changes 
that will ensure the timely completion of this project.

Queens Midtown Tunnel Hurricane Sandy Restoration 
Project. The project was substantially completed when 
we last reported on it, with just punch list items remain-
ing. Punch list items are those that are needed to bring the 
project in compliance with specifications for final comple-
tion. The remaining tasks should be completed by early De-
cember, taking into consideration the holiday embargo for 
construction after November 15th. Most of this work can be 
accomplished with a one-lane closure. The MTA staff who 
coordinate this project assure us that they take great care to 
balance traffic demand with the work that needs to be done.

www.murrayhillnyc.org


at this wonderful event.  Tickets will sell out quickly, so 
get your tickets now.  
We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the party!

Victoria Spagnola
2019 Chair of Patrons of Park Avenue

Patrons of Park Avenue is one of the most active and 
dynamic committees in Murray Hill. I am very excited 
about taking over as this year’s Chair of POPA. We have 
two exciting events coming up that we would like for 
everyone to participate in.
Tree Sponsorship
This is one of the most rewarding and important 
opportunities that we offer to the public.  For only $500, 
you or your business can sponsor a Holiday Tree on the 
Park Avenue Malls.  You will be listed for an entire year as 
a TREE SPONSOR. Please consider participating in this 
drive. Murray Hill is known throughout the city as having 
the most charming, well-maintained malls in Manhattan.  
Please join us in keeping them that way.
Holiday Party
Our Annual Seasonal Party will be held on Sunday, 
December 2, at the Park Avenue Tavern from 5:30 to 
8:30pm. There will be hot chocolate, cookies and Santa 
Claus for the lighting of the trees. The first candle of the 
Hanukkah Menorah will also be lit. Then we will have 
cocktails and holiday hors d’oeuvres in the Private Barrel 
Room. There is no charge for the Lighting Party. Tickets 
to the Holiday Party are $65 for MHNA Members and $75 
for non-members. Please join your friends and neighbors 
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Letter from Vickie Spagnola, New Chair of POPA

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=29010&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:jchadwick%40rcn.com?subject=
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
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2017 POPA Donors
Benefactors ($2,500+)

2 Park Avenue 20 Park Avenue 45 Park Avenue
7 Park Avenue 23 Park Avenue 70 Park Avenue
10 Park Avenue 40 Park Avenue 90 Park Avenue
15-17 Park Avenue 41 Park Avenue Mr. Thomas Schumacher

Patrons ($1,500-$2,499)
35 Park Avenue 67 Park Avenue 99 Park Avenue

Gardeners ($500-$1,499)
16 Park Avenue 48 Park Avenue 66 Park Avenue
30 Park Avenue 50 Park Avenue 77 Park Avenue
Bartow Insurance Kanaris Contracting Corp
Church of the Incarnation Knockout Renovation
Christina Coleman and  Mark and Josephine Mansour
       The Coleture Group Metropolitan Commercial Bank
Federal Home Loan Bank of NY Ann Neumann, Financial Advisor, 
Philip and Cheryl Greenberg           Morgan Stanley
Rodney Hilburn Sanford Hall Carpet
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Hochberg Theodore Alexander, Inc.
Interiors by John Chadwick 

Buildings Not Participating (2017)
3 Park Avenue 52 Park Avenue 71 Park Avenue
4 Park Avenue 55 Park Avenue 80 Park Avenue
9-11 Park Avenue 57 Park Avenue 100 Park Avenue
46 Park Avenue 58 Park Avenue 101 Park Avenue
49 Park Avenue 59 Park Avenue

Bella Napoli
130 Madison Avenue

(between 30th and 31st Street)

212-683-4510
www.bellanapoli.com

Buy one dinner
and get one

half off
Dine in only

Expires May 5, 2019

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.newyorklex.com
http://www.bellanapoli.com
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Local Inspiration Opens at Gallery35 on 
November 17
The public is invited to view the newest exhibit at Gallery35, 
Local Inspiration. The artists’ reception for this exhibition 
is November 17th and the closing reception is January 5th, 
both from 6-8pm. Gallery35 is located at 30 East 35th Street 
between Park and Madison Avenues. 
The artists of Gallery35 have found the city a rich source 
of inspiration. Central Park at Dusk by Patricia Garbarini 
is just one of the works of art featured in this exhibit. Gar-
barini says, “Dusk can be a magical time in Central Park.”  
John Devaney, another featured artist, is excited by “the diz-
zying parade of faces, bodies, storefronts, and inexplicable 
shapes that swirl around me every day.” Marcia Peruo finds 
her subject matter in “years of Manhattan’s never-ending 
construction – sidewalk bridges, scaffolding, beams pipes, 
concrete...”
The winter exhibit following Local Inspiration is called In-
teriors. The artists’ reception for Interiors will be Saturday, 
January 26th, and the closing reception is Saturday, Febru-
ary 23rd, both from 6-8pm. For additional details and up-
dates on all of their exhibits visit the Gallery35 website: gal-
lery35nyc.com. Central Park at Dusk (detail) by Patricia Garbarini

https://gallery35nyc.com
https://gallery35nyc.com
http://www.elparadorcafe.com
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Annual Meeting continued from page 1

Matt Roberts, chair of the Quality of Life Committee intro-
duced the guest speakers. The first speaker, Marilyn Noa, 
Neighborhood Coordination Officer for the 17th Precinct 
Sector A, spoke about the Neighborhood Policing program 
which was launched in the 17th Precinct during this past 
summer. She encouraged people to come to the monthly 
Build the Block meetings. These meetings will provide op-
portunities to get to know our neighborhood officers better. 
Police Officer Ryan, who works behind the scenes with the 
Neighborhood Coordination Officers, was also there. 

David Frank, Chief Engineer for the Infrastructure Replace-
ment Project on 2nd Avenue and surrounding areas, spoke 
about the project and explained why it is necessary. Karen 
Flores, the community liaison for the infrastructure project 
was there as well. She sends out work advisories for the proj-
ect. 

Our new Council Members Keith Powers (District 4) and 
Carlina Rivera (District 2) spoke about Participatory Bud-
geting which has been introduced for the first time in our 
districts. Participatory Budgeting is funded with $1 million 
per district and gives residents the opportunity to propose 
projects that will improve the neighborhood. All proposals 
will be considered! They also spoke about issues that con-
cern our neighborhood such as traffic, noise, construction, 
illegal hotels and loss of affordable housing and neighbor-
hood businesses. Some of these issues are being addressed 
with legislation.

Community awards were presented to three people: Terry 
Katz, Executive Director of the Society of Jewish Science/
Center for Applied Judaism, Enid Klass and Marisa Bulzone. 
Katz, on behalf of the SJS, has reached out to the MHNA to 
find ways to collaborate and to provide events for the larger 
Murray Hill community. We also thank the SJS for being the 
caretaker of a building in the historic Murray Hill district. 
Enid Klass received a Volunteer Appreciation award. She 
is an honorary trustee of the MHNA, a member since the 
1960s, has served as a trustee and has been a mentor to many 
of the current trustees. She is a community watchdog, always 
looking for ways to beautify the neighborhood and to keep 
it clean. Marisa Bulzone is a past trustee and community 
activist who played an important role in keeping 34th Street 
a two-way street with vehicle access to all buildings. As a 
trustee and member of the Preservation & Design Commit-
tee, Bulzone produced the prints and notecards of Murray 
Hill landmarks that are still sold today. She also developed 
the bidding system for the Street Festival Silent Auction.

Committee chairs gave updates about the work of the As-
sociation. Business Committee co-chair Lilli Seidman 
Davis spoke about the next business networking event on 
December 6 and about the Discount Program. Susan Dem-
met, co-chair of the Preservation & Design Committee, 

gave the dates of upcoming P&D events and also described 
the three Cultural Medallions installed on buildings in the 
Murray Hill historic district this past year. She introduced a 
new program: Private and Group Walking Tours of Historic 
Murray Hill. Stein Berre, co-chair of the Greening & Clean-
ing Committee spoke about the MHNA’s cleaning events 
and tree replacements in the neighborhood, and also about 
the launch of the MHNA’s collaboration with the 30th Street 
Men’s Shelter to hire people to help keep our neighborhood 
tidy. John Chadwick spoke about the work of POPA (Patrons 
of Park Avenue), the group responsible for the maintenance 
and beautification of the Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue. 
Most of the donations for the landscaping and upkeep of the 
malls come from buildings that line Park Avenue, In addi-
tion, there is a Gardeners Program and a Tree Sponsor Pro-
gram for people, businesses and organizations who would 
like to donate to the malls.
After the meeting there were breakout sessions and a light 
dinner was served. Thank you to all who attended and spoke 
at the meeting!
The annual meeting took place in the landmark Church of 
the Incarnation at 209 Madison Avenue. This was a last-
minute location change due to emergency repairs taking 
place at the Armenian Evangelical Church of New York. We 
are very grateful to the Church of the Incarnation for ac-
commodating our meeting in their lovely space.

w w w. g l o b a l c o v e r a g e . c o m

Info@g lob a lcoverage .com

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.globalcoverage.com
mailto:Info%40globalcoverage.com?subject=
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Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street

Winter Family Fair: Sunday, December 9, 2 - 4:30pm.

Exhibits: 
Pontormo: Miraculous Encounters, through January 6, 2019. This 
exhibit presents Jacopo da Pontormo’s altarpiece the Visitation, 
painted in the 1520’s with its preparatory drawing. This is the first 
time the painting is seen in the U.S. Included is his masterpiece, 
Portrait of a Young Man in a Red Cap.
Drawing in Tintoretto’s Venice, through January 6, 2019. This is the 
first exhibition since 1956 of the drawings of Jacopo Tintoretto 
(1518-1594). Works by well-known contemporaries help to 
understand Tintoretto’s drawings. Works by other 16th century 
artists show Tintoretto’s influence on them.
It’s Alive! Frankenstein at 200, through January 27, 2019. The 200th 
anniversary exhibit of Frankenstein - a classic of world literature and 
a masterpiece of horror. The exhibit explores Mary Shelley’s (and Dr. 
Frankenstein’s) creation, tracing the origins and impact of her novel, 
which has been constantly reinterpreted in spinoffs, sequels, tributes 
and parodies. On view are comic books, film posters and portions of 
the original manuscript.
Rivers and Torrents: Oil Sketches from the Thaw Collection, through 
December 9. During the 19th century, oil paint on paper by artists 
working outdoors became popular, especially water themes.

Public Programs: Lectures, concerts, gallery talks, films, family, 
special events. Visit The Morgan’s website for details: themorgan.org 
or call 212-685-0008. Friday open until 9pm; 7-9pm FREE. Food: 
Morgan Café or Dining Room.

The New York Public Library
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, 476 Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street
www.nypl.org/schwarzman

Exhibits:
Anna Atkins Refracted: Contemporary Works, September 28 to January 
6, 2019. This exhibit displays the work of contemporary artists 
influenced by Ms. Atkins’s cyanotype process and botanical themes.
Blue Prints: The Pioneering Photographs of Anna Atkins, through 
February 17, 2019. Ms. Atkins’ cyanotype process, known for its bright 
blue images, expressed her love of botany. Her book, Photographs of 
British Algae, was the first to be solely illustrated in this new medium. 
Jenny Odell: Peripheral Landscapes, ongoing. This digital artist exhibits 
decorative map elements.
Jill Kupin Rose Gallery, ongoing. Large wall panels showing the history, 
collections & services of the NYPL.  
NYPL Digitizes Complete Jewish Oral History Transcripts: 2250 
transcripts of Jewish notables by the American Jewish Committee. 
digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-committee. 
Online Exhibitions: Both physical and web-only exhibits: nypl.org/
events/online-exhibitions.
Live From the NYPL: Lectures, discussions with prominent experts 
in many fields. For schedule and fees: nypl.org/live; 1-888-718-4253. 
https://www.nypl.org/events/calendar.

SIBL (Science, Industry and Business Library), at 188 Madison Avenue 
at 34th Street), Talks on finance, careers, etc. 

Mid-Manhattan (5th Ave., 40th St.) CLOSED FOR RENOVATION. 
Services and activities have been relocated to other libraries, including 
42nd Street and SIBL, www.nypl.org/midtown.

CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue at 34th Street, in the landmark B.Altman building

From September-June CUNY Graduate Center presents a wide range 
of public programs: concerts, lectures, plays, screenings and exhibits. 
Many are free, but for discounts for events with fees become a member 
for $50 a year; support a great NYC neighborhood cultural institution. 
Call 212-817-7130, or visit gc.cuny.edu/membership. Check events at: 
gc.cuny.edu/publicprograms; 212-817-8215.

Music in Midtown: Free concerts Thursdays at 1pm by CUNY 
doctoral candidates, renowned faculty and guest artists. No tickets 
or reservations needed. Elebash Hall Main Floor, 2019 dates: 
February 7, March 7, March 21, April 4, April 18 and May 2. Also 
free evening recitals.

Live@365: A Global Music Series. Concert: Michel Merhej and the 
Bil Afrah Poject.  Friday, December 7 at 7pm, $25, $20 members. 
gc.cuny.edu/publicprograms. 

Other upcoming events are experimental and foreign theater at 
the Martin E. Segal Theatre Center (First Floor): mestc@gc.cuny.
edu, 212-817-1860; The Gotham Center, lectures on New York City 
topics; James Gallery, art exhibits, A few upcoming talks, free but 

http://www.leparisiennyc.com
http://www.themorgan.org/
http://www.nypl.org/locations/schwarzman
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-committee
http://www.nypl.org/events/online-exhibitions
http://www.nypl.org/events/online-exhibitions
http://www.nypl.org/events/live-nypl
http://www.nypl.org/events/calendar
http://nyplmidtown.org/project-phases/mid-manhattan-library/
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/Support-the-GC/Community-Membership
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/All-GC-Events/GC-Presents
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/All-GC-Events/GC-Presents
mailto:mestc%40gc.cuny.edu?subject=
mailto:mestc%40gc.cuny.edu?subject=
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Arts, Culture & Leisure
reservations required: www.gc.cuny.edu/publicprograms.

City of Science: Artificial Intelligence in Everyday Life: Thursday, 
November 29, 6:30pm. 

How Will the Census Matter to You? Wednesday, December 5, 6:30pm.

Janet Yellen in Conversation with Paul Krugman, Monday, 
December10, 6:30pm.

American-Scandinavian Foundation–Scandinavia 
House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

Exhibit:  
Jan Groch, Inger Johanne Grytting and Thomas Pihl, through Janu-
ary 12, 2019. This exhibit celebrates 3 Norwegian artists with close ties 
to the NY community representing 3 generations.

Concerts:
Holiday Concert, Sunday, Dec. 9, 5pm, $25, $20 ASF members.
Keyboard Conversations with Jeffrey Siegel: Concerts with Commentary, 
Thursdays, 8pm, $25, $20 ASF members. January 24: Northern Neigh-
bors. March 14: Joyous Beethoven. May 2: Fascinating Rhythms. 
Music on Park Avenue, with Swedish Pianist Per Tengstrand. $25, $20 
ASF members. Thursday 7pm pre-concert talk, 7:30pm concert. 
January 17, solo piano: Debussy, Ravel, Chopin. 
February 28, Beethoven concerto with Opus 21 musicians and violin 
and piano sonata; 
March 28, Beethoven and Dvorak with Opus 21 musicians.

Films 
TBA at this point, including the January 2019 Oscar contenders, 
and the Scandinavian film series with films from all Scandinavian 
countries.

To see their complete schedule of films, lectures, concerts, exhibits, 
theater, book club, language classes, family/children activities visit 
scandinaviahouse.org or pick up a brochure. Telephone: 212-779-3587. 
Membership: same number, ext. 715; Gift shop & Smorgas Restaurant 
for brunch, lunch, dinner, films & concerts combos: 212-847-9745.

Doctors Orchestra Concert
111 East 33rd Street, off Park Avenue 
www.doctorsorchestra.org

FREE, donations welcome. 7:30pm. Concert dates: Dec. 20 (tenta-
tive), Feb. 28 & March 14.

Holiday Concerts in the Met Life Lobby
200 Park Avenue
FREE. NYC area’s high school and volunteer choral and band groups: 
December 3-14, noon and 5pm. Click here for their complete schedule.

Bryant Park
40th to 42nd Street, between 5th & 6th Avenue:  
behind the 42nd Street Library
www.bryantpark.org: 212-768-4242. Facebook, twitter, blog, news-
letters, brochures.
Late fall and winter: The Pond: ice skating rink, holiday shops, carou-
sel (all year), restaurants. Spring: Music programs, films, juggling, ping 
pong, chess, yoga, tai chi, fencing, reading room and more.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/publicprograms
mailto:admissions%40maryel.org?subject=
http://scandinaviahouse.org
http://www.doctorsorchestra.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/12_Culture_and_Leisure_200_Park_Ave_Concerts_201812.pdf
http://bryantpark.org
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Join Us for Conversation and Collaboration: Women Writers Night in Murray Hill
by Ashley Petrylak

On Thursday, December 6, The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association and the Society of Jewish Science will co-spon-
sor an hour of conversation and collaboration on the pro-
cess of what it takes to become a writer. The event will start 
at 6:30pm with cocktails and networking and move to a pan-
el discussion from 7-8pm. Three authors, Aimee Lee Ball, 
Reyna Marder Gentin, and Penelope Rowlands, will explore 
the process of what it takes to become a writer and how they 
have each succeeded at pursuing their craft. The panel will 
be moderated by Murray Hill resident Deborah Farone. We 
will also have the opportunity to hear from these writers as 
they read from their latest works. Following the panel all at-
tendees will be welcome at a brief reception.
The event will be held at the Society of Jewish Science / 
Center for Applied Judaism at 109 East 39th Street (between 
Park & Lexington Avenues). Tickets are $35 in advance and 
$40 at the door. Please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org/wwn 
to purchase tickets and email info@murrayhillnyc.org with 
any questions. 
For more information about each of our panelists, please see 
below:
Aimee Lee Ball, Co-Founder and Editor of Eat, Darling, Eat

Aimee Lee Ball is the author of four books and a journal-
ist writing about health, business, politics, food, travel, and 
the arts. She has been a regular contributor to The New York 
Times, Travel & Leisure, New York, GQ, Vogue, Elle, O The 
Oprah Magazine, National Geographic, Harper’s Bazaar, 
Departures, and Town & Country. Her work can be read at 
www.AimeeLeeBall.com, as well as the glorious website she 
produces, Eat, Darling, Eat (www.eatdarlingeat.net), a com-
munity of women exploring mother/daughter relationships 
through the universal language of food.

Reyna Marder Gentin, Author of Unreasonable Doubts
A Yale College and Yale Law School graduate, Reyna Mard-
er Gentin has had a storied legal career, practicing juvenile 

(left to right) Aimee Lee Ball, Reyna Marder Gentin and Penelope 
Rowlands, 

http://www.hgsss.org
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=28982&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=
http://www.aimeeleeball.com/Site/Home.html
http://www.eatdarlingeat.net
https://reynamardergentin.com/buy
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rights law with The Legal Aid Society and then working as a 
criminal appellate attorney with a nonprofit public defend-
er’s office for nearly eighteen years. Reyna’s fiction and per-
sonal essays have been published in both print and online 
literary journals and magazines. Unreasonable Doubts is her 
debut novel. Photo by Ayelet Feinberg.
Penelope Rowlands, Author
Penelope Rowlands is the author of several books, includ-
ing A Dash of Daring: Carmel Snow and Her Life in Fashion, 
Art, and Letters, a biography of the visionary Irish-born edi-
tor of the U.S. edition of Harper’s Bazaar from 1934 through 
1957. Her anthology, Paris Was Ours, about the transforma-
tive experience of living in the French capital, is now in its 
7th printing. Rowlands’ journalistic work includes articles 
on cultural subjects written for publications such as Vogue, 
The New York Times, WSJ Magazine, The Daily Beast, The 
Columbia Journalism Review, and Elle Decor. She has been 
a contributing writer to Architectural Digest and a contrib-
uting editor to ARTnews and Metropolis magazines. More 
information can be found at her website www.peneloperow-
lands.com. 
Program moderator: Deborah Farone of Farone Advisors 
LLC. Author of the upcoming book Best Practices in Law 
Firm Marketing and Business Development.

Mayor de Blasio Appoints Sarah Carroll as 
the New Chair of the LPC
The City Council confirmed Mayor de Blasio’s nominee, 
Sarah Carroll, as the new Chair of the Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission. As Chair, Carroll will lead the Com-
mission as it continues to preserve and protect New York 
City’s architecturally, historically, and culturally significant 
buildings and sites.

Carroll, a preservationist by training and profession, has 
dedicated her career to public service at the LPC. She has 
deep institutional knowledge about the agency’s work and its 
operational strengths. Over the past 24 years, she has served 
in various capacities at LPC, including Landmarks Preser-
vationist, Deputy Director of Preservation, and Director of 
Preservation. In 2014, she became Executive Director. 

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association sent a welcome 
letter to Sarah Carroll along with a brochure of the Mur-
ray Hill Historic District, a map of the Historic District with 
highlights showing the 29 buildings the MHNA Preserva-
tion & Design Committee had proposed for landmark des-
ignation and a walking tour guide.
Source: Office of the Mayor Press Release, September 26, 2018

http://www.villaberulia.com
www.murrayhillnyc.org
https://reynamardergentin.com/buy/
http://www.pariswasours.com/
http://www.peneloperowlands.com
http://www.peneloperowlands.com
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/9N798XJA.pdf
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/9N798XJA.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/489-18/mayor-de-blasio-appoints-sarah-carroll-new-chair-the-landmarks-preservation-commission
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Changes to the MHNA Discount Program

New
9 Lives Fitness Personal Training, FREE initial consulting 
session to determine needs and goals. 10% discount on up 
to five initial sessions. Training provided at a trainer’s gym, 
no gym membership required. Contact Arnie at arnie@
ninelivesfit.com, 615-306-1639. 

Royalton Park Avenue, 420 Park Avenue South (at 29th 
Street), 15% off their standard room rate. Reserve online 
at www.royaltonparkavenue.com, click Book Now, and 
enter Offer Code MHNA. In addition, they will extend a 
complimentary upgrade, if available, and waive their daily 
facility fee. Please show proof of your MHNA membership 
on check-in.

Salon AScend, 800 2nd Avenue (between 42nd & 43rd 
Street), 212-661-3800, 20% discount for MHNA members on 
their first visit, and a free deep treatment.  

Changes
Knockout Renovations, NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 810 
Second Avenue (between 43rd & 44th Streets), 212-599-5060, 

Each year, Rev. Dr. Cornell Edmonds, Pastor of the Church of 
the Covenant, offers a special service in September marking 
the opening of the United Nations General Assembly. 
Dignitaries from the UN attend the service, in addition to 
the church’s regular congregation. This year, President Baron 
Waqa and First Lady Louise Waqa of the Republic of Nauru 
were there. Nauru is the third smallest nation by area, located 
on a remote island in the South Pacific. Pres. Waqa spoke 
to the congregation about how his island nation’s survival is 
deeply affected by climate change and rising sea levels.
This day was also a time to appreciate the beautiful restoration 
of this   lovely landmark church, six years after it suffered 
extensive damage during Hurricane Sandy. During the storm, 
a water tower fell through the roof of its sanctuary, leaving 
a gaping hole. Repairs costing over $1 million, were done to 
the roof, floors and walls. The 80-year old pipe organ also 
had to be rebuilt and now sounds magnificent once again.
The landmark Church of the Covenant, Presbyterian, 
is located at 310 East 42nd Street (between 2nd and 1st 
Avenue), and is part of the Tudor City Historic District. It 
was originally established in 1866 as a mission affiliated with 
the original Church of the Covenant, which was located at 
35th Street and Park Avenue. The mission served the needs 
of very poor immigrants living in the hilly shantytown near 
the waterfront at East 42nd Street.

Church of the Covenant Service Marks the Opening of the UN General Assembly
The current Victorian Gothic building was completed in 
1871. It was designed by architect J. Cleaveland Cady, who 
was also the architect of southern wing of the Museum of 
Natural History and the original Metropolitan Opera House 
in New York City. Preservation groups often bring tours to 
see the church and to learn its history.
Rev. Edmonds and his wife Barbara are proud to be part of 
the Murray Hill community, and they welcome all to visit 
the church during services on Sunday at 11am, Bible study 
on Thursdays at 7pm and for its many other programs, 
including art and music. For information, contact Barbara 
Edmonds at caedmonds57@gmail.com. The Church of the 
Covenant is a nonprofit member of the MHNA.

$1,500 off any Kitchen Renovation, $2,000 off any Kitchen 
and Bathroom renovation and $3,000 off any apartment 
renovation.
Madison Avenue Dental Associates, Dr. Van Madison 
Brown, DDS, 20 East 35 Street, 212-685-4217, 25% discount 
for cleaning & checkup and on basic procedures.
The Morgan Library & Museum, 225 Madison Avenue 
at 36th Street. MHNA members can book tickets for The 
Morgan’s public programs (concerts, talks, films, etc.) at The 
Morgan’s member price. This applies to all single events (except 
for the Orchestra of St. Luke’s concerts). Click “Member” when 
ordering online, or if you are ordering by phone mention that 
you are a MHNA member. Call Visitor Services at 212-685-
0008 for phone orders.  
MHNA members who join The Morgan as a new Morgan 
member will receive one extra month of membership (total of 13 
months membership). When joining online, MHNA members 
must include “Murray Hill Neighborhood Association” in 
the Comments field when joining The Morgan online. When 
joining by phone, please call 212-590-0322 and mention that 
you are a MHNA member. This promotion expires December 
31, 2019.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.ninelivesfit.com
http://www.covenantchurchnyc.com/
mailto:caedmonds57%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.themorgan.org
http://www.themorgan.org/programs
http://www.themorgan.org/support/membership
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Murray Hill Author Publishes FirstNovel, 
Five Ferries
Five Ferries, by MHNA member William Michael Ried, tells 
the story of recent college graduate Stephen Kylemore, who 
yearns to escape a country and a family torn apart by the 
Vietnam War. Buoyed by his love of literature and a dream of 
living an odyssey of his own, he buys a one-way ticket for the 
journey he will come to call “Europe on No Dollars a Day.”

Stephen joins young 
people from around 
the world on an 
adventure with no 
clear destination. He 
hitchhikes, sleeps in 
the woods, looks for 
work and trades one 
paperback novel for 
another to support his 
alternate lifestyle. He 
finds instant friends 
and transient romance. 
After months of travel 
he finally confronts the 
tensions and emotions 
he thought he had left 
behind.

Readers of a certain age will recognize a world that seems 
archaic in this day of debit cards and instant communication. 
But time and technology don’t diminish the universal human 
experience of survival and redemption, love, loss and liberty 
that await any traveler breaking trail.
MHNA member William Michael Ried has practiced law in 
New York City for thirty-nine years, almost as long as he 
spent writing his first novel, Five Ferries. He lives with his 
wife in Murray Hill. Five Ferries was published in October 
and can be purchased at bookstores or Amazon.com.
Visit www.fiveferries.com or www.instagram.com/fiveferries 
for more information and photographs. Comments or 
reviews can be sent to fiveferriesnovel@gmail.com.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.fiveferries.com
http://www.hillandbay.com
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Roosevelt House Commemorates 70th Anniversary of The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights

Photo by Enid Klass

Private and GroupTours of Murray Hill Are 
Now Available
Take a tour of Murray Hill, nestled between two of the world’s 
most iconic streets, 34th and 42nd Streets, and surrounded 
by NYC landmarks, the Empire State Building, Grand Cen-
tral Terminal and the Chrysler Building. This historical resi-
dential enclave has 15 individual landmarks and 251 buildings 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Walk around the Murray Hill Historic District (Madison-
Third Avenue, 34th-42nd Street) and discover its many 
historic landmarks, including the Union League Club, The 
Morgan Library and the Polish Consulate. Learn about the 
architects who built them, including C.P.H. Gilbert, Stanford 
White, Emery Roth and Fred French. Hear stories about the 
famous people who once called Murray Hill home, includ-
ing Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, JP Morgan and Andy 
Warhol. Find out how Mary Murray detained British Gen-
eral Howe during the Revolutionary War in 1776 to allow 
the American army to escape. 
Tour guides focus on the unique architectural qualities of 
the buildings as well as the historical evolution of the neigh-
borhood and its reputation as a residential oasis in Midtown 
Manhattan.
Contact Susan at 212-689-6730 or sldemmet@gmail.com. 
Price available upon request.

On October 11 Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
members attended an event to commemorate Eleanor Roo-
sevelt’s role in the creation of The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights on the 70th anniversary of its adoption by 
the United Nations in 1948. There wasn’t one empty seat in 
the auditorium at Hunter College’s Roosevelt House Pub-
lic Policy Institute as the audience also observed Eleanor’s 
birthday on the same day 134 years ago.

Mrs. Roosevelt was a life-long activist for human rights and 
social justice. She was nominated as a delegate to the U.S. 
delegation to the United Nations by President Harry Tru-
man in late 1945 and subsequently became head of the Hu-
man Rights Commission. She drove the consensus-build-
ing for the document, and considered the adoption of the 
UDHR in December 1948 to be her most important achieve-
ment. The UDHR was written in reaction to the atrocities of 
World War II, and most UN member states participated in 
the final drafting of the document. It provides guidelines to 
guarantee the rights of every individual “everywhere in the 
world,” a goal suggested by President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt, Eleanor’s husband, in a notable speech of 1941.
Roosevelt House on East 65th Street, the Roosevelts’ resi-
dence from 1908 to 1942, was sold to Hunter College after 
the death of Franklin’s mother Sara Delano Roosevelt. It 
is the successor to their home at 125 East 36th Street in the 
Murray Hill Historic District where the Roosevelts lived 
for the first three years of their marriage (1905-08) and had 
their first two children. A Cultural Medallion was installed 
on the 36th Street building earlier this year.
On the parlor floor of Hunter’s Roosevelt House there is 
an exhibit with photos and text describing the process of 
drafting the UDHR and Eleanor’s leading role. This exhibit 
was curated by Deborah Gardner, Historian & Curator of 
Roosevelt House. The exhibit is free and open to the public: 
Mondays-Saturday, 10am-4pm, at 47-49 East 65th Street.
The event included a talk with welcoming remarks by Har-
old Holzer, Jonathan F. Fanton Director, Roosevelt House 
Public Policy Institute, and Reverend J. Douglas Ousley, 

(left to right) Harold Holzer, Andrew Gilmour and Babatunde Olugboji.

Photo by Susan Demmet

Rector of the Church of the Incarnation in Murray Hill. A 
discussion followed with panelists Andrew Gilmour, As-
sistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, UN Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and Babatunde 
Olugboji, Deputy Program Director, Human Rights Watch. 
The panel was moderated by Jessica Neuwirth, Director of 
the Human Rights Program at Roosevelt House. The panel-
ists spoke about the state of human rights around the world 
since the adoption of the UDHR, suggesting that the prog-
ress in human rights in the last quarter of the 20th century 
had slowed in recent years. After their presentations, the 
panelists answered questions from the audience.
The event ended with a reception where guests could mingle 
and speak with the presenters.
This event was co-sponsored by the MHNA Preservation & 
Design Committee and The Roosevelt House Public Policy 
Institute at Hunter College.
Read more:
History of the Document: http://www.un.org/en/sections/universal-dec-
laration/history-document
UDHR document: http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-
rights/index.html
Watch the panel discussion: https://livestream.com/roosevelthouse/
UDHR-70-years
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