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…to continue to make Murray Hill
a highly desirable place
to live, work and visit.

Spring

Join Us at the MHNA Street Festival on June 1!
By Ashley Petrylak, Chair, Street Festival

This year, The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Street Festival will take place on Saturday, June 1, from 11am
to 6pm, on the west side of Park Avenue between 34th and
40th Streets. Live entertainment from a variety of performers will begin at noon and continue until the Festival ends.
This will be the 46th annual MHNA Street Festival and we
will be celebrating with a Come Meet Your Neighbor theme!
The MHNA Street Festival has certainly grown over the
years—it used to be held as a block party on 35th Street between Lexington and Madison Avenues—but you can still
count on it for fantastic entertainment, opportunities to
learn about our neighborhood, unique purchases from local
vendors, and many chances to win some quality prizes!
Be sure to give yourself time to explore the MHNA-sponsored tables between 35th and 36th Streets that give our Festival a distinctive flavor. At our popular Book Sale, you can
browse through hundreds of new and gently used books.
We welcome book donations from our neighbors and will
be sending information about donations and pickups in future mailings. Our Silent Auction is unmatched! Last year
we had over 60 items ranging from brunch at Dock’s Oyster
Bar, to a private whiskey tasting at Fine and Rare, to haircuts at Magnifique Salon, and everything in between. At the

The Baked Goods Table at the Street Festival

Bake Table, you will find yummy baked goods created by
your very own Murray Hill volunteer bakers—you will definitely want to indulge. While you’re at the Festival, don’t forget to buy a raffle ticket at the 50/50 Drawing—the winner
Continued on page 8

Exterior Restoration of J. Pierpont Morgan’s Library Began in February
Colin B. Bailey, Director of The Morgan Library & Museum,
announced on February 14 a project to restore the exterior of
J. Pierpont Morgan’s Library, a landmark building designed
by McKim, Mead & White. The Library is located on 36th
Street with a grand entrance
near Madison Avenue. In
addition to the building’s
restoration,
the
project
will enhance the grounds
surrounding the Library,
improve the lighting of the
building, and increase public
access to the building.

Sciame and executed by Nicholson & Galloway, longtime
partners in the architectural expansion and stewardship of
the Morgan. Restoration of the Library will be completed
by December 2019, at which point work will commence on
the surrounding grounds. The
library will be open to visitors
during the restoration process.
The entire restoration and
rehabilitation of the grounds
will be unveiled to the public
and accessible in fall 2020.
Scaffolding is already in place.

On-site work began in Madison Avenue near East 36th Street. J.P. Morgan Library. Wurts Bros.
February 2019, directed by (New York, NY), ca. 1905. Museum of the City of New York, X2010.7.1.197

Source: Press Release, February
14, 2019, The Morgan Library &
Museum.
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President’s Corner
By Diane Bartow, President, MHNA

Spring is finally here! Now is the time to enjoy our beautiful neighborhood.
Take time to walk around and admire the beautiful trees and flowers in
bloom. Enjoy one of your favorite restaurants, buy something new at a local
store, check out a museum and take a walking tour. Right here in Murray
Hill there is so much to do and enjoy.
The Association is hard at work keeping everything green and clean, trying
to prevent Citibike stands from being placed at inappropriate sites, trying
to keep up with all of the construction and traffic, monitoring the homeless
situation, testing new programs such as the business member sticker program and the new membership categories for buildings, planning the street
festival and communicating important news affecting our neighborhood, to
you, our members.
I hope you will volunteer with one of our committees. Choose a committee
whose activities interest you. If you like architecture and history, the Preservation & Design committee is for you. If you enjoy trees and plants, become
a member of the Greening committee. If you want to help make a difference with transportation and construction problems, join the Quality of Life
committee. We also have event planning, membership, newsletter, and website committees and so much more. If you have a great idea, just tell us. All
you have to do is get involved.
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Join us at our Street Festival on Saturday, June 1, on Park Avenue. Stop by
the membership table and say hello. Buy a book, eat a delicious home baked
dessert at the bake table, bid on a silent auction item, take a walking tour
or just meet your neighbors and the local businesses and nonprofits at their
tables. Take a moment to admire the mall gardens. It’s a day to celebrate this
beautiful neighborhood.

Past Presidents
Ed Hochberg, Mark Tracten, Stephen Weingrad
Newsletter Staff
Editor: Nancy Idaka Sheran
Editorial Assistant: Barbara Guinan
Advertising: Nancy Idaka Sheran
Digital Edition: Jon Gilbert, Nancy Idaka Sheran
Design & Production: Hilary Black
Distribution: Thomas Horan, Anoop Punjabi

We are committed to our mission to continue to make Murray Hill a highly
desirable place to live, work and visit.
I hope to see you soon. Enjoy our Murray Hill this spring!

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Post Office Box 1897
New York, NY 10156-1897
212-886-5867
Send letters to the editor or story ideas to
info@murrayhillnyc.org
and please use the subject line
“Murray Hill Life”.

Spring in Sniffen Court, Murray Hill
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Business Members Can Now Display MHNA
Stickers On Their Windows

Fred Arcaro, President

In June of last year, the owner of the View 34 residential
rental building (UDR Rivergate, LLC) located on the block
between 34th and 35th Street and between 1st Avenue and
the East River, started construction of a newly designed
plaza with a commercial (food related) space consisting of
a one-story structure with a cellar and an outside seating
area totaling about 4,000 square feet. The 71,000 sq. ft.
Plaza will have 11 trees, five planting areas, basketball court,
an artificial turf lawn and public seating areas. As of this
writing, the steel structure for the food shop is completed.
The commercial building and project are expected to be
completed by late 2019.
The 83-year-old Turtle Bay Music School has completed its
move to 330 East 38th Street (between 1st and 2nd Avenue),
and is now open for classes and concerts. The school has 13
studios, five multi-use teaching rooms, a performance hall,
meeting rooms and music labs.

A new construction project that will replace the Grand Hyatt
Hotel on 42nd Street has been in the news. The hotel will
be demolished to make room for a mixed-use tower. This
project is made possible by the Midtown East Rezoning.
More details will follow.

�
�

On a more serious note everyone should be aware of the
dangers of crossing the northside intersection of 38th Street
and First Avenue. Traffic on First Avenue is northbound,
and as a result, pedestrians crossing on the northside of the
intersection must be watchful of traffic entering from east of
First Avenue on 38th Street. 38th Street is a two-way street
between First Avenue and the FDR Service Road, and is a
one-way street west of First Avenue. Cars coming off the
FDR Service Road may be traveling at a high rate of speed.
There was at least one fatal accident at this intersection. So,
please be careful crossing that intersection, particularly on
the north side. Look both ways.

The Business Committee has designed stickers exclusively for
business members that will
let the neighborhood
know that your
business is a proud
member of The
Murray
Hill
Neighborhood
Association.
The
stickers
display
the
MHNA logo, and
can be posted in
your window. Any
business member that
would like a sticker should contact Michael-Anne Rowe at
michaelannrowe@gmail.com.

�

Manhattan East Community Association

�

News from MECA

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
and
The New York City Ballet
invite you to a matinee

at the Koch Theater at Lincoln Center
Sunday, May 5 at 3pm
With a pre-performance talk
Meet a Dancer at 1:30pm
This year’s program:

Barber, Broadway & Balanchine
Barber Violin Concerto
Slaughter on Tenth Avenue
The delightful dance climax of
Rogers & Hart On Your Toes

Changes to the Trustees

www.murrayhillnyc.org

Tickets are $80 per person
and include Orchestra Seating
and the Pre-Performance Talk
For MHNA members and their guests
Purchase tickets online at murrayhillnyc.org
or call Marion at 292-679-5335
to reserve a seat.

�

After being the guiding force behind the MHNA Street
Festival for many years, Tom Horan is passing the baton
to Ashley Petrylak. We thank Tom for many wonderful
Street Festivals! Tom will continue to chair the Greening
Committee.

Diamonds
The sparkling finale of Jewels

�

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

�

John Chadwick has given years of dedication as a Trustee
and Chair of the Patrons of Park Avenue, which provides
for the plantings and upkeep of our beloved Murray Hill
Malls on Park Avenue. Our gratitude is immeasurable. John
will continue as an Honorary Trustee of The Murray Hill
Neighborhood Association.

�
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Tell a friend about The Murray Hill
Neighborhood Association
New Membership/Renewal Form.
Make checks payable to
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

o $35 Individual
o $50 Couple
o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)
o $25 Young Professional (to age 40)
Business / Nonprofit:
o $60 Small Business (1-9 employees)
o $100 Medium Sized Business (10-24 employees)
o $250 Large Business (25+ employees)
Co-Op/Condo Board or Building Owner:
o $100 Small Building (less than 60 units)
o $150 Medium-Sized Building (60-200 units)
o $250 Large Building (more than 200 units)
Managing or Rental Agent:
o $250 Small Building (less than 60 units)
o $350 Medium-Sized Building (60-200 units)
o $500 Large Building (more than 200 units)
I want to make an additional contribution: $		
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Name__________________________________________________
E-mail_________________________________________________
Partner Name___________________________________________
E-mail_________________________________________________
Company Name__________________________________________
Contact Person__________________________________________
E-mail_________________________________________________
Address____________________________________ Apt _________
City________________________ State_____ Zip_______________
Primary Phone #_________________________________________
Cell/Other Phone_________________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897

Join or Renew Online
Visit murrayhillnyc.org to join or renew your
membership online. Keep up-to-date with
neighborhood events and issues! Get involved!
If you are not getting our emails, please email
nancysheran@gmail.com and we will add you to
our list.
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Members’ Corner
Our warmest welcome to new members.
Individual/Couples
Suresh Balani
Kim Barnett
Deborah Broshi
Kathleen Chopin
Colm Clancy
Jane Cohn
Dolores De Crisanti
Jenni Dickson
Margaret DiPiazza
Jonathan Famery

Business/Nonprofit

Scott Green
Eric Koster
Gloria Koster
Richard Lebow
Sara Lebow
Joseph Lengeling
Mary F. Marangi
Dolores Marsh
Nazzarena Mazzarelli
Susan Metzger
Nick Moreno

City Opticians
Etain Medical Marijuana Dispensary
Mackay, Caswell & Callahan, P.C.

Anya Ranganathan
Laurie Sexton
The Shapiro Family
Samuel Tait
Grace Trudo
Sujan Vasavada
Moises Venancio
Emily Wolff
Nathan Youngblood

Row House
Salon AScend
Smyle and Associates, LLC
as of 3/4/2019.

We invite you to visit the website Directory for details about business
members.

Buildings Can Now Join the MHNA
The mission of the MHNA is to make Murray Hill a highly
desirable place to live, work and visit. We share these
neighborhood goals and values with building owners and
managers and their residents.
To strengthen our relationship with Murray Hill building
owners and managers, The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association has launched new membership categories for
buildings. The new categories are Small Buildings (less than
60 units), Medium-Sized Buildings (60-200 units) and
Large Buildings (more than 200 units). Co-Op and Condo
Boards, Building Owners, Managing and Rental Agents are
all invited to join. For details, visit the MHNA website at
murrayhillnyc.org/join.
There are many advantages and benefits for buildings
which join the MHNA. We will provide a Premium listing
for the building or agent on the MHNA website Directory,
neighborhood “welcome” materials for the building’s
residents, networking meetings curated to address the
specific needs of Murray Hill buildings and their rental or
managing agents, information about legislation affecting
buildings and neighborhoods, information about civic
meetings, public hearings and other neighborhood events,
and the opportunity to join with other buildings to have a
more powerful voice about issues affecting the community.
If you would like your building to join and would like to
have materials for your building owner or manager, rental
agent or co-op or condo board, or if you have any questions,
please contact Heather Dolland at info@murrayhillnyc.org.
Heather is Co-Chair of Membership Development and will
be happy to guide you in this process.

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

info@murrayhillnyc.org 212-886-5867

We Sadly Note the Passing of Marisa Bulzone
On December 19, 2018, Marisa Bulzone died at age 60. She
was a dedicated, accomplished and inspirational creative
force, devoted to Murray Hill and loved by all who knew her.
Marisa and Francesca Pardo, her friend of 28 years, cofounded the weekly e-newsletter 150ish, which showcases
food artisans working within 150 miles of NYC. Marisa and
Francesca shared their passion for great local food resources
with their friends and families for years. They created 150ish
so that they could also share it with everyone.
150ish came out of Marisa’s career as a publishing professional and her extensive experience editing cookbooks and other trade non-fiction. She worked with many of the world’s
best chefs and food personalities, sharing their passion for
food. Over her 35-year career she held executive positions
at Hearst Books and Stewart, Tabori & Chang. She edited
authors such as Alton Brown, Sara Moulton, Melissa BenIshay, and Peter Callahan. Marisa was highly regarded in her
field, and everyone she touched enjoyed working with her.
Marisa was a trustee of The Murray Hill Neighborhood association for several years. She was given the MHNA’s Community Award in 2018 for her work to keep 34th Street a two-

Changes to the Discount Program
New
Row House (coming soon to Murray Hill), 233 East 34th
Street (between 3rd & 2nd Avenue), 949-800-8381 email:
e34@therowhouse.com, Limited time special offer: 30%
discount off regular unlimited rate! First 100 members only.
As a founding member, you will get a special pre-opening
membership rate. Plus, your low rate is locked in for as long
as you’re a member. Limited time. Fill out online form to get
started! https://www.therowhouse.com/get-offer.

In Memoriam: Tata Bosboom, Writer
A long-time member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association, Tata Bosboom passed away in January 2019
at NYU Langone Hospital after a brief illness. Tata will be
remembered for the many fund-raising fashion show lunch
events she staged for MHNA several years ago. She was
the author of two books and four plays and a screenwriter
for television and film. One of her screenplays, Executive
Privilege, was optioned by Romano/Shane International,
producers of I Robot, and another, Wipers, a short film, had
a run on the West Coast at the Laemmle Theater. She is
the winner of the Writer’s Digest Literary Competition for
Cousin Jules, Gravity’s Gold and Return Engagement, and her
piece, Subway Stories, was part of an HBO special, staring
Rosie Perez. She attended New York University and the
Feagin School/American Academy of Dramatic Arts.
www.murrayhillnyc.org

Marisa Bulzone (right) and Joe Di Domenico in 2006 at an MHNA event
at The Morgan Library.

way street and to make sure that all buildings on 34th Street
had access to the street during the three-year 34th Street reconstruction. She also set up the system for the Silent Auction at the annual MHNA Street Festival and worked with
the Preservation & Design Committee to produce the note
cards depicting Dean Avery’s drawings of buildings in historic Murray Hill. These cards are still available for sale on
the MHNA website catalog.
Changed
Fine & Rare, 9 East 37th Street, 212-725-3866, 20% off Lunch
or Brunch valid until December 31, 2019.
Removed
The Shakespeare, 24 E. 39th Street (between Madison and
Park). No longer participating in the Discount Program.
Studio360 Cycling & Yoga, 557 3rd Avenue, 2nd Floor. This
location is permanently closed.
Imperial Garden Chinese Restaurant, 536 Third Avenue.
They are no longer doing business at this location.

The Harmonia Shelter Is Asking For
Volunteers and Clothing Donations
The Harmonia shelter at 12 East 31st Street (between
Madison & Fifth Avenue) provides homeless adult families
with supportive services and helps them transition to
permanent housing. All of the facility’s 170 units are
filled, and some families have been placed in permanent
housing. This work is ongoing.
The Harmonia is asking for donations of adult clothing
and volunteers to assist with groups, specifically knitting,
yoga, and other activities. Volunteers can contact Nicole
Mylan at 646-973-1331. For donations, call 646-973-1331
and press 1 for the front desk. There is always someone
there; you just need to let the front desk know you are
coming.

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
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Public Construction Project Updates
Pershing Square West Plaza Restoration. The Plaza is still
not open as of this writing.
Park Avenue Tunnel Rehabilitation. The NYC Department
of Transit Division of Bridges required a full closure of the
tunnel in November 2018, to expedite abrasive blasting and
lead abatement activities. The tunnel will remain closed
during the first quarter of 2019, while the contractor installs
a steel lattice-girder support system across the entire length
of the tunnel. Afterwards, shotcrete, a concrete mixture,
will be sprayed over the steel. Some of this work was not
anticipated in the original plan.
Street-level work is scheduled to take place in the spring,
Photo by Nancy Idaka Sheran

Photo by Nancy Idaka Sheran

2nd Avenue, just north of 35th Street.

with the reconstruction of the 34th street median area.
This stage of work will include the addition of a concrete
barrier, repairs to parapet walls and other pedestrian safety
enhancements.
The expected completion of this project has been extended
to January 2020 to accommodate the extra structural work
that must be done inside the tunnel.
Park Avenue Tunnel, looking south.
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2nd and 3rd Avenue Infrastructure Replacement Project
(MED607): Work to replace aged water and gas mains

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

info@murrayhillnyc.org 212-886-5867

continues on 2nd and 3rd Avenues and also on side streets
from 32nd to 35th Street from 3rd Avenue to the intersections
at 1st Avenue. Deep trenches have been dug, and one to two
lanes of traffic are blocked off for the work. This project,
managed by the New York City Department of Design and
Construction, began in summer 2018 and has an anticipated
completion date of fall 2021.
East Side Access Project 37th Street Site. Beginning
in late Spring 2019, the East Side Access contractor will
complete necessary utility work and will restore the street
and sidewalk along Park Avenue between 36th and 37th
Street. Work will include the relocation of a gas main and
the installation of electrical conduits in the street. The 37th
Street site will be remobilized to support these activities. The
project is managed by the Metropolitan Transit Authority
and is expected to be completed in 2022.

See the Bling at the 28th Street 6 Train
Subway Station
After six months of being closed for repairs and upgrades,
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority re-opened the
28th Street 6 train station on January 14th, on schedule.
There is new and better signage, brighter lighting, and
on the southbound platform a mosaic of flowers, titled
Roaming Underfoot, by Nancy Blum. Work is ongoing for
the mosaic on the northbound platform.

Queens Midtown Tunnel. The work to rehabilitate the
QMT after Hurricane Sandy was essentially completed
in 2018. From time to time, one lane in one or both tubes
must be closed (2 lanes total) so that work on the remaining
items can be completed, in addition to regular maintenance
projects such as painting the catwalk, and tunnel washing.
MTA Bridges & Tunnels is coordinating these projects.
Additional traffic police are used to help manage traffic
during the closures.

www.murrayhillnyc.org

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
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Street Festival continued from page 1
gets half of what we collect and the rest goes to supporting
MHNA’s annual programs.
The Preservation & Design Committee will introduce you to
Murray Hill neighbors of the past through performances by
The Snarks, a group of accomplished local theater performers. Last year’s lineup included Andy Warhol, J.P. Morgan,
British General William Howe, and of course Mary Murray!
After you meet these past residents of Murray Hill, you can
take a guided walking tour of Historic Murray Hill to see
where these folks lived and worked. Tours will be offered
throughout the day.
We encourage you to come to the Festival to visit with members of the various MHNA committees. They can speak with
you about various quality of life issues in our neighborhood
such as the Infrastructure Upgrade project along Second
and Third Avenues, traffic issues, and pedestrian safety, and
they can suggest ways to get more involved. Representatives
from the Membership Committee will be in attendance to
speak with anyone who wishes to join the Association, so
bring some friends who are not members and we will be
happy to sign them up!
This year we are making a special effort to promote Murray
Hill businesses that participate in the Festival. If you or your
business is interested in becoming a sponsor, please let us
know by contacting info@murrayhill.org Your sponsorship
package can include a table at the Festival, as well as special
acknowledgements on the MHNA social media channels, in
email blasts, and through an article in the MHNA newsletter to be published and distributed after the festival. This is
an excellent way to advertise your business not only to your
Murray Hill neighbors, but to visitors from all over the city.

Photo by Nancy Idaka Sheran

Spring on 35th Street, Murray Hill.

We welcome all volunteers! If you would like to get more
involved with the Festival (either day of or preparation for),
please email Ashley Petrylak at info@murrayhillnyc.org
or leave a message at 212-886-5867. We would love to work
with you!
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Public Theater Event Celebrates Notable New Yorkers
By Elaine Silber

On the evening of November 27, 2018, a group of invited
guests, including preservationists from New York City’s
key preservation groups, attended a special event hosted by
Barbaralee Diamonstein-Spielvogel, founder of the Historic
Landmarks Preservation Center and the Cultural Medallion
Program. The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association was
one of several co-hosts. The event, held at the Public Theater
(the first designated NYC individual landmark) celebrated
the publication of Dr. Diamonstein-Spielvogel’s new book,
Notable New Yorkers. This handsome volume commemorates more than 20 years of the HLPC’s Cultural Medallion
Program, a program that honors distinguished New Yorkers
in the arts, science, business, and politics by installing descriptive terra cotta medallions on the buildings where these
notable people once lived.
The event also gave Barbaralee Diamonstein-Spielvogel the
opportunity to highlight the fact that April 2020 will mark
the 55th anniversary of the creation of the Landmark Preservation Commission. The Commission was created in 1965
in response to the loss of historically significant buildings in
New York City, most notably Pennsylvania Station. Thanks
to the creation of the LPC, and with support from preservation and neighborhood associations, thousands of build-

Photo by Susan Demmet

Barbaralee Diamonstein-Spielvogel speaks about her book Notable New
Yorkers at the Public Theater.

ings have been granted landmark or historic district status,
saving them from demolition and preserving the city’s historical, architectural and cultural history. The NYC Landmarks50+ Alliance was created five years ago to honor the
50th anniversary of the creation of the LPC and to educate
the public about the important role of historic preservation.
In 2020 it will become the NYC Landmarks55+ Alliance.
Look for plans to celebrate this milestone 55th anniversary
of the passage of the Landmarks Law.
The Metropolitan Museum, the Whitney Museum, The
New-York Historical Society and the Brooklyn Historical Society have copies of Notable New Yorkers for sale in
their bookshops. You can also order Notable New Yorkers by
sending a check or money order for $25, payable to Historic
Landmarks Preservation Center to: HLPC, 720 Park Avenue
Apt. 2A, New York, NY 10021. Please print your first and last
name on a sheet of paper and include your phone number,
home mailing address and email address, and include that
sheet with your check or money order.

COMING SOON
233 E. 34th Street

FOUNDING MEMBERSHIP
RATES AVAILABLE

949-800-8381

E34@THEROWHOUSE.COM
www.murrayhillnyc.org

Member, President’s Circle
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
M 917 414 7653
jperlin@stribling.com
Specialties Townhouses • Co-ops • Condos
As a long established leading broker, I have represented
hundreds of buyers and sellers in Murray Hill. It would be my
pleasure to assist you with any of your real estate needs.

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
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A Beloved Mexican Spot Celebrates Its 60th
By Deborah Baldwin

Some things never change—thank goodness.
Consider the Mole Poblano they’ve been serving at El Parador Cafe for nearly 60 years. It’s pretty much the same complex, subtly spiced dish that put El Parador on the culinary
map when it opened in 1959, according to its current owner
and top chef, Alex Alejandro. The main difference is ingredients that used to land in New York dried or canned are
now sold fresh, “thanks to demand and immigration,” he
says with a smile.
A Spanish emigrant himself, who “grew up watching my
whole family cook,” Alex took over the restaurant in 2008,
after his dad, Manuel, stepped down. Today, El Parador, located at 325 E. 34th St. (elparadorcafe.com), ushers thirdgeneration-plus customers into a polished setting that pays
homage to the past while embracing the new, be it online
delivery service or the in-hot-demand deep-fried jalapeños
rellenos—stuffed with chunky peanut butter.
El Parador peers out on a block without much foot traffic, relying instead on word of mouth and repeat visitors. It makes
for a warm atmosphere. “I met my wife here,” Alex says.
The restaurant offers members of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association a discount (10 percent off, cash only), but
there’s an even better way to save: Come during afternoon

tasting hour, 3 to 7 p.m., Monday through Saturday, when
the discount does not apply but you can get well-priced
small plates and drinks in the bar area. A delicious margarita is just $6, a glass of Spanish wine, $9.
An equally enticing deal is available at lunch: three courses
for $23 (“a true bargain,” Alex says, sighing as if contemplating food and labor costs). Dinner entrees start at $18; a plate
piled with three double-cut lamp chops, guajillo salsa and
charro beans is $32.
El Parador welcomes wedding parties and business gatherings, vegetarians and the gluten-free. Indeed, the entire staff
is friendly, in a formal, old-fashioned way you don’t find
in many places these days. The tables are well dressed, the
lighting flatters, and the dining area’s sound-deadening ceiling panels are genius.
Framed reviews include ones from The Times by Craig Claiborne (1966), Bryan Miller (1991) and Alex Witchel (2010).
Witchel described herself as a stuffed-jalapeño skeptic who
tried a few with drinks and liked them so much she nearly
ordered them for dessert.
“The feel is the same today as the day it opened,” says Alex,
adding that he hears from former New Yorkers who want a
table when they are back in town. “People say thank you for
not changing.”

www.bartowinsurance.com

dgbar@msn.com
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Congratulations on Outstanding
Anniversaries!
Lumber Boys is celebrating their 70th anniversary in
Murray Hill. The Ross family has owned the business for
46 years. Lumber Boys—hardware and lumber—is located
at 699 Second Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street),
Tel. 212-683-0410.
El Parador Cafe is celebrating their 60th anniversary
in Murray Hill. El Parador—regional Mexican cuisine—is
located at 325 East 34th Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenue),
Tel. 212-679-6812.
Villa Berulia is celebrating their 38th anniversary. Villa
Berulia—Dalmatian and Northern Italian Cuisine—is
located at 107 East 34th Street (between Park & Lexington
Avenue), Tel. 212-689-1970.
Galleria on 3rd is celebrating their 20th anniversary.
Galleria on 3rd—framing and original art—is located at
529 Third Avenue (between 35th & 36th Street), Tel. 212-6832886.
The MHNA is proud to have these businesses as business
members. We thank them for their contributions to our
community. They make our neighborhood better. Visit
them in person. Support local!

G ENER A L | CO S M ET IC | I N V I SA L I G N ® | WH I T E N I N G | T M J | I M P L A N TS

An Easy Way to a

Brighter Smile!

Murray Hill Dentist Dr. Geri Robin offers a quick solution.
The simplest way to make a difference in your smile is to whiten your
teeth. Yellowing or graying teeth make a person look older while
whitening can shave years off your age! In just under a half hour
and for only $130 you can see results with our Quick Pro Whitening
Treatment. It is best to come in for a hygiene visit first to get off the
stains of everyday living.
We use products that are suitable for sensitive teeth.

Dr. Geri Robin, D.M.D., F.A.G.D.

Mention this ad and receive a complimentary goodie bag.

Call to schedule an appointment today!

212-545-8575
www.murrayhillnyc.org

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

157 East 32nd Street, Suite B
New York, NY 10016
Dr@gerirobin.com

www.gerirobin.com
Spring 2019
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Happy Spring T0 All!

by Victoria Spagnola, Chairwoman, Patrons of Park Avenue

The 1,000 Red Parade Tulips planted on the Murray Hill
Malls on Park Avenue will be popping up before we know
it—Murray Hill’s harbinger of spring—a plan implemented
by our Founding Chair, Mrs. Irma Worrell Fisher.
2018 was indeed a GREAT year for POPA. Because of the
perennial grasses and lilies that were planted two seasons
ago, our cost for seasonal plantings has been reduced by 40%,
leaving us funds to replace four holly trees and continue our
battle against weeds and Dodder, an invasive vine. We also
replanted four complete malls with ground cover which has
apparently survived the winter intact, as well as replacing
four trees that had perished over the years.

Photo by Nancy Idaka Sheran

The Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue are supported almost
totally by the generosity of buildings, small businesses and
civic-minded individuals in Murray Hill who realize that
the Park Avenue Malls are one of the largest attractions
in Murray Hill and definitely improve all property values.
Below you will see a list of supporters. If your building’s name
is not among them, whether you are on Park Avenue or not,
please urge your Board of Directors and your Management
Company to consider supporting this neighborhood
treasure.
Benefactors ($2,500+) (2018)
2 Park Avenue
7 Park Avenue
10 Park Avenue
15-17 Park Avenue

20 Park Avenue
23 Park Avenue
40 Park Avenue
41 Park Avenue

Patrons ($1,500-$2,499)
35 Park Avenue

67 Park Avenue

Gardeners ($500-$1,499)

50 Park Avenue
77 Park Avenue
Eric Michael & Christina Anton
Bartow Insurance Agency
Church of the Incarnation
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45 Park Avenue
70 Park Avenue
Mr. Thomas Schumacher

Christina Coleman and The Coleture Group
Federal Home Loan Bank of NY
Philip and Cheryl Greenberg
Rodney Hilburn
Edwin and Thayer Hochberg
Interiors by John Chadwick
Jonathan’s Service
Kanaris Contracting Corp.
Knockout Renovation
Lighting Gallery
Mark and Josephine Mansour
Metropolitan Commercial Bank
Ann B. Neumann, Financial Advisor, Morgan Stanley
Theodore Alexander, Inc.

Tree Sponsors

Alban Construction
Alexelrod, Fingerhut & Dennis
Una Baker
CS Maintenance Corp.
Flushing Bank
Edwin and Thayer Hochberg
Thomas Horan & Catherine Spengle
Interiors by John Chadwick
J.G.M. Decorating Inc.
Kanaris Contracting Corp.
Lighting Gallery
The Lovett Company
Lucidity Awards and Signage Corp.
Possible Production
Resolution 400 SPV, Inc.
Samson Management
Anne Sibbald
Universal Production

As the 2019 Chairwoman of Patrons of Park Avenue, I look
forward to meeting all of you. Together we will continue
to make our beloved Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue
the most beautiful, the most charming and the most wellgroomed in all of New York.

It’s Time for Spring Cleaning!
Spring is here and Spring Cleaning is in the air. We hope that
you will want to join the MHNA in our efforts to keep our
neighborhood looking its best.
There are at least three ways that you can pitch in:
Volunteer for our clean-up events. As the weather improves,
we will keep you posted on both our mulching day and other
community clean-up events. These events are a great way to
meet up with your neighbors and do something good for
your community.
Act locally. Adopt part of your block to clean up once a
month, especially if you are in a building that does not have
maintenance staff who clean up the sidewalk and curbside.
When each building does its part to clean up rubbish,
we make our neighborhood look its best. If you are in a
managed apartment building or co-op, raise your voice to

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
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your management company or co-op board if you want to
see cleaner streets in front of your building. Every bit helps.
Make use of 311. For more significant clean up issues, make
use of the 311 website or telephone service to let the City
know about large items abandoned in our neighborhood,
graffiti, and any other quality of life issues. For best results,
recruit a friend or two. Issues that get multiple reports from
the public get attended to faster.
If you would like to volunteer to help organize clean-up
events this year, please reach out to Stein Berre, Co-Chair,
Green & Clean Committee: steinerikberre@me.com.

For as little as $500 a year
you can sponsor weekly cleaning,
watering and weeding
for our Murray Hill malls.
In return, your name or your company’s name
will appear in all Murray Hill publications
showing your civic spirit and your pride
in our neighborhood.

It’s Spring in Murray Hill!
Your Green and Clean Committee will soon be working on
a couple of events to help keep our neighborhood beautiful.
We are planning to hold our Annual Mulch Day (The Merry
Murray Mulchers) on Saturday, May 4th. This usually takes
us just about 3 hours, from 9am until 12 noon. We will work
on Second and Third Avenues and will provide vests and
gloves to all volunteers. The meeting place is the southwest
corner of 35th and Third Avenue, in front of 166 East 35th
Street. Rain date is the following Saturday, May 11th. Further
details will be made available as we approach the date. Save
the date and join us if you can!

Please contact us today to join us
in this wonderful cause!
To join, contact:
Victoria Spagnola
2019 Chairwoman, Patrons of Park Avenue
50 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10016
Email: victoria.spagnola@patronsofparkavenue.org

Each year, we contract with a certified arborist to care for
our neighborhood trees. We arrange for inspection and
fertilizing of roughly 200 street trees annually in Murray
Hill, and we also keep an eye on our Elm trees and treat
them when necessary.
Our efforts to repair and replace damaged tree guards will
continue as well.
Thank You to all the volunteers who come out to help us
each year!

w w w. g l o b a l c o v e r a g e . c o m
In f o @ g l o b a l c ov e r a g e . c om

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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The MHNA Welcomes the Henry George School of Social Science
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is very pleased
to welcome The Henry George School of Social Science
(HGSSS) as a nonprofit member. The School offers free classes
to educate the public about, and highlight the relevance of,
the economic and social reform agenda of Henry George—
an economist who grappled with the problem of wealth
inequality during the industrial revolution. His policy of a
single tax on land value once dominated economic discourse
throughout the Western World and his thinking continues
to shed light on many current issues. The Henry George
papers are in the Manuscripts and Archives Division at The
New York Public Library.
The School’s courses and seminars are offered yearround, bringing a justice-based perspective to the study of
economics, with a focus on issues such as free trade, the rise of
monopolies, tax policy, and urban and environmental policy.
All courses are free and open to the public, ensuring lively
discussions and a dynamic learning experience. The School
also hosts valuable online resources, including a monthly
video series called Smart Talk, featuring conversations with
eminent personalities in the world of economics and policy
making. Students from all backgrounds are welcome and
prior study of economics is by no means a prerequisite.
If you are interested in learning more about the School, visit
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their website at hgsss.org or call 212-889-8020. The school
is located in the landmark Bowdoin Carriage House at 149
East 38th Street.
The School’s gorgeous and unique historic carriage house
is also available for event rentals. For more information
on renting the space, please contact the School at admin@
hgsss.org.

Seminar on Automation with Alan Tonelson of the Henry George School
(right) and Dr. Robin Gaster, President of Incumetrics.

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

212-886-5867

Murray Hill Businesses Learn Tips and Best Practices for Social Media
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Business
Committee arranged a networking breakfast and panel
discussion for Murray Hill businesses on December 6. The
topic was So Much Social Media But Too Little Time? How
to Turn Clicks into Customers. This event was hosted by the
Turtle Bay Music School located at 330 East 38th Street.
Breakfast was provided by Bagel Boss.

All of the presenters are business owners and social media
experts. The panel was moderated by Heather Dolland,
founder of All the Tastes of New York @allthetastesnyc.
Panelists were David Ganulin, founder of Local Mobile
Marketing Solutions @localmobiletoday, Jon Harari, CEO
and co-founder of WindowsWear @jonharari, MJ Pedone,
President of Indra Public Relations, and Francilia Wilkins
Rahim, CEO and Founder of F. Wilkins Consultants @
franciliawilkinsrahim. The discussion included topics such
as the exciting opportunities provided by social media, pros
and cons of various social media platforms, the importance
of having engaging content, preparing a communications
plan, and tips on using hashtags and videos. In addition,
there was time to ask questions, and everybody had a chance
to introduce their own business.
Business Committee events provide opportunities for
Murray Hill businesses to meet and learn from each other.
The mission of the Business Committee is to help Murray
Hill businesses thrive.

Photo by Nancy Idaka Sheran

If you have questions or suggestions about the MHNA
Business Committee or would like to know more about
joining the MHNA as a business member or participating in
our discount program, please contact co-chairs Lilli Seidman
Davis and Michael-Ann Rowe at info@murrayhillnyc.org.

Women Writers Night in Murray Hill—An Evening of Conversation and Insights
On Thursday, December 6, The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association and the Society of Jewish Science / Center for
Applied Judaism presented Conversation and Collaboration:
Women Writers Night in Murray Hill. The event took place
at the Society and featured a panel discussion with three
accomplished authors, Aimee Lee Ball, Penelope Rowlands
and Reyna Marder Gentin, who discussed writing as a
career. The session was moderated by Deborah Farone,
author of Best Practices in Law Firm Business Development
and Marketing.

nonprofit public defender’s office.
Penelope Rowlands is the author of several books. A Dash
of Daring: Carmel Snow and Her Life in Fashion, Art, and
Letters, is a biography of the editor of Harper’s Bazaar from
1934 through 1957. Rowlands’ anthology, Paris Was Ours,
is now in its 7th printing. Her work includes articles for
publications such as Vogue and The New York Times.

The evening also included a reception with food and drink
donated by Heather Dolland, founder of All the Tastes of
New York, D’Agostino’s 35th Street, and Burb Bakes. We are
grateful for their support.
Aimee Lee Ball, co-founder and editor of the website,
Eat, Darling, Eat has authored four books. She is a regular
contributor to The New York Times, Travel & Leisure, New
York, Vogue, O The Oprah Magazine, National Geographic
and others. Her work can be read at AimeeLeeBall.com.
Reyna Marder Gentin is the author of Unreasonable Doubts,
her first novel. A Yale College and Yale Law School graduate,
she has practiced juvenile rights law with The Legal Aid
Society and worked as a criminal appellate attorney with a
www.murrayhillnyc.org

Left to right: Deborah Farone, Penelope Rowlands, Reyna Marder Gentin
and Aimee Lee Ball.
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Arts, Culture & Leisure

By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum

Josef Sudek and Lynne Cohen.

225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street

Walt Whitman: Bard of Democracy, June 7-September 15. This
exhibit celebrates the 200th anniversary of Whitman’s birth in
1819. The exhibit explores his early years as a journalist through
his later years as a more private and poetic writer. On display will
be several of his notebooks, plus his portraitist’s copy of Leaves of
Grass and the famous letter to him by Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Winter Family Fair: Sunday, December 9, 2 - 4:30pm.
Exhibits:
Tolkien: Maker of Middle-earth, through May 12. This is an
extensive public display of original Tolkien material, drawn from
the collections of the Tolkien Archive at the Bodleian Library in
Oxford. It focuses on his adventurous tales of hobbits and elves,
dwarves and wizards.
By Any Means: Contemporary Drawings from the Morgan, through
May 12. Featuring 20 innovative works from the Morgan
collection by John Cage, Sol LeWitt, Vera Molnar, Robert
Rauschenberg and others from the 1950’s to the present.
Invention and Design: Early Italian Drawings at the Morgan,
through May 19. The Morgan has an impressive collection
of Italian drawings from the 14th to 16th centuries. Featured
artists include Mantegna, Filippo and Filippino Lippi, Botticelli,
Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael and Andrea del Sarto.
The Extended Moment: Photographs from the National Gallery of
Canada, through May 26. About 70 works reveal the historical,
technological and aesthetic richness of photography holdings at
this fine Canadian institution. Artists include Edward Steichen,

Among Others: Photography and The Group, May 31-August
18. This exhibition, composed mainly of works in the Morgan
collection, explores how photographers have represented the
bonds uniting people.
Hogarth: Cruelty and Humor, May 24-September 22. The
satirical scenes of English artist William Hogarth (1697-1764)
are representative of 18th century urban life. Featured are 6
preparatory sheets for two of his most revered print series, issued
February 1751: Beer Street and Gin Lane and The Four Stages of
Cruelty.
Drawing the Curtain: Maurice Sendak’s Designs for Opera and
Ballet, June 14-October 6. In addition to his beloved children’s
books, Sendak (1928-2012) was also an avid music and opera
lover. In the late 1970’s he started a successful second career as a
designer of sets and costumes for the stage. This is the first museum
exhibition dedicated to his new career, featuring storyboards,
sketches, costume designs and dioramas.
Public Programs: Lectures, concerts, gallery talks, films, family
events: themorgan.org; 212-685-0008. Friday open until 9pm;
7-9pm FREE. Food: Morgan Café or Dining Room.

The New York Public Library
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, 476 Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street
www.nypl.org/schwarzman
Exhibits:
Love and Resistance: Stonewall 50, through July 14. The NY Public
Library commemorates the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall
Riots with an exhibit of photographs by two pioneering journalists
who captured the events of this era and changed the ways LGBTQ
perceived themselves. Also featured are items from the Library’s
archives.

Walt Whitman: America’s Poet, through July 27. This exhibit
celebrates the bicentennial of this most influential writer and
national poet, illustrating his life and career throughout the years.
Jenny Odell: Peripheral Landscapes, ongoing. Decorative digital
maps.
Jill Kupin Rose Gallery, ongoing. Large wall panels display the
history, collections and services of the NYPL.
NYPL Digitizes Complete Jewish Oral History Transcripts: 2250
transcripts of Jewish notables by the American Jewish Committee.
digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-committee.
Online Exhibitions: nypl.org/events/online-exhibitions.
Live From the NYPL: Lectures, discussions with prominent experts
in many fields. For schedule and fees: nypl.org/live; 1-888-7184253. nypl.org/events/programs.
16
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Estonian folk singer Mari Kalkun, May 14. Pieces inspired by nature, poetry & folk music.

SIBL (Science, Industry and Business Library), at 188 Madison
Avenue at 34th Street), Talks on finance, careers, computer
workshops, etc.

Ensemble Mise-en May 16. Celebrating the late Danish composer
Pelle Gudmundsen-Holmgreen.

Mid-Manhattan (5th Ave., 40th St.) CLOSED FOR
RENOVATION. Services and activities have been relocated
to other libraries, including 42nd Street and SIBL, nypl.org/
midtown.

Visit scandinaviahouse.org for the complete schedule: films,
lectures, concerts, exhibits, theater, book club, language classes,
family/children activities. Tel. 212-779-3587. Membership: same
number ext. 715; Gift shop & Smorgas Chef for brunch, lunch,
dinner, film & concert combos: 212-847-9745.

Kips Bay Branch (446 Third Ave., 31st St.) Fully Accessible.
Family-friendly activities, book discussions, movies, senior
exercise sessions and more.
Grand Central Branch (135 East 46th St. at Lexington Ave.) Fully
Accessible. Family-friendly activities, Spanish conversation circle,
movies, meditation, book talks, and more.

CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue at 34th Street, in the landmark B.Altman building
gc.cuny.edu/publicprograms
From September-June CUNY Graduate Center presents a wide
range of public programs: concerts, lectures, plays, screenings
and exhibits. Many are free, but you can get discounts for events
with fees if you become a member for $50 a year. Support a great
NYC neighborhood cultural institution. 212-817-7130, gc.cuny.
edu/membership. See the public calendar and make reservations at
gc.cuny.edu/publicprograms; 212-817-8215.
Live@365: A Global Music Series. Concert May 10, 7pm. Persian
Setar Improvisations: Kayhan Kalhor with Kiya Tabassian. $35;
$28 members.

Films: Check website for summer film series.

Doctors Orchestra Concert

111 East 33rd Street, off Park Avenue
doctorsorchestra.org

May 16, 7:30pm. FREE, donations welcome. doctorsorchestra.org.
111 East 33 Street. Concert program: Delius, In a Summer Garden,
Saint-Saens, Cello Concerto No. 1 in A Minor, Rimsky Korsakov,
Scheherazade.

Bryant Park

40th to 42nd Street, between 5th & 6th Avenue:
behind the 42nd Street Library
bryantpark.org: 212-768-4242. Facebook, twitter, blog, newsletters, brochures.
Spring and summer activities include: carousel (all year), restaurants, music programs, films, juggling, ping pong, chess, yoga, tai
chi, fencing, reading room and more.

Inside the Graduate Center: A Dissertation Showcase, May 13,
6:30pm. FREE, reservations required. This second annual
showcase event features doctoral candidates presenting the
impact and importance of their Ph.D. dissertations.
Other upcoming events are experimental and foreign theater at
the Martin E. Segal Theatre Center (First Floor): mestc@gc.cuny.
edu, 212-817-1860; The Gotham Center, lectures on New York
City topics; James Gallery, art exhibits, A few upcoming talks,
free but reservations required.

American-Scandinavian Foundation–Scandinavia
House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

Exhibit:
Nordic Impressions: Contemporary Art from Aland, Denmark,
Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden, through June
8. This exhibit brings together a wide array or artistic expressions:
paintings, drawings, photographs and films by internationally
acclaimed artists that reflect the rich diversity and international
character of Nordic art.
Concerts:
Keyboard Conversations with Jeffrey Siegel: Concerts with Commentary, final concert of the series, May 2, 8pm. Fascinating Rhythms.
$25, $20 ASF members.
Danish Clarinet Trio, May 9. Arrangements of works by Clara
Schumann, Carl Nielsen, Niels W. Gade and Brahms.
www.murrayhillnyc.org

www.newyorklex.com
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Gallery35 Presents Two New Exhibits—Blue and Soul Speaking
Blue is the third in a series of exhibits which move around
the color wheel. Earlier exhibits featured Green and Red. The
artist reception for Blue will be on Saturday, May 18th from
6 - 8 pm. Murray Hill visitors have often commented on the

quality and variety of the work displayed—from Virginia
Asman’s digital art, to Pat Garbarini’s photo montages to Susan Demmet’s abstractions to Michael Davis’s lively representational oils. All are included in the new exhibit Blue. In
this exhibit, artists explore the rich possibilities of the color
blue from blue moods to beautiful blues. The closing reception will be on Saturday, June 15th, from 6 - 8 pm. Gallery35
is located at 30 East 35th Street, between Park and Madison
Avenues.
Susan Demmet and Ingrid Sletten are featured in a two-person show, Soul Speaking, running from mid-June to Mid-August. The theme of the exhibit is to portray the soul through
images as well as the healing that transforms us in the process. Although their work has a similar theme, they have different visual approaches. Demmet states, “The subject matter of my paintings and drawings is pre-birth, birth and the
events that follow in abstract and fantastical visuals.” Sletten
explains, “I seek to show the human spirit as palpable almost
mineral-like energy within and around the human form.”

Detail of As In A Blue Dream by Patricia Garbarini.
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Gallery35 is a committee of the Community Church of New
York and a nonprofit member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. Visit gallery35nyc.com for additional
details and updates on all of their exhibits.
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Philip Hostetter with a giant chocolate Hershey kiss and
John Macenka with a variety of chocolate bars. After two
hours of merrymaking it was time to say good night to Peter,
our gracious host.

A Good Time Was Had By All
by Marion Weingarten

Photo by Lilli Seidman Davis

Left to right: Gale Brewer, Diane Bartow and Carlina Rivera

Evergreen on 38 was the scene of MHNA’S tenth annual
Valentine Party, a/k/a Love Your Neighborhood, on Sunday,
February 10th. Chinese hors d’oeuvres along with wine,
prosecco and beer put everyone in a happy mood. Among
the guests were Carolyn B. Maloney, our Congresswoman in
Washington DC, Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President,
and Carolina Rivera, New York City Councilwoman 2nd
District. Linda Miller from The Girls Next Door serenaded
us with a variety of songs which propelled everyone to the
dance floor. The door prizes were then announced and, to
her amazement, Marilyn Bielin won a half gallon jar filled
with Hershey chocolate kisses. Other lucky winners were

ati
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Photo by Nancy Idaka Sheran

On February 28th, the Young Professionals group and
wagamama Murray Hill co-sponsored the YP’s first
networking event of 2019. The event was sold out, and
was a huge success! The YP Group is looking forward to
collaborating with their members, as well as local businesses
throughout the year, to provide interesting and unique
opportunities for networking and socializing.

ng 38 Ye ars in Murray Hil

l

107 East 34th St. NYC 10016
Tel: 212-689-1970
www.villaberulia.com
www.murrayhillnyc.org
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Landmark New York Public Library Building Moves Ahead With Master Plan
On February 19, the Landmarks Preservation Commission
held a public hearing on some of the proposed changes
presented in the New York Public Library’s Master Plan
for the building on Fifth Avenue between 40th and 42nd
Street. This building is one of New York City’s most iconic
landmarks. The next phase of the work is narrow in scope;
the LPC has designated this permit LPC-19-35199, 476 Fifth
Avenue - New York Public Library - Individual and Interior
Landmark. The architectural firm Mecanoo Beyer Blinder
Belle presented the plans and renderings. The driveway and

courtyard for truck loading and unloading on 40th Street
will be reconfigured to accommodate modern-sized trucks,
an accessible entrance will be created with a ramp from 5th
Avenue at 40th Street, and the plaza on the 40th Street side

The Walking Tour Season Has Begun!
The Preservation & Design Committee of The Murray Hill
Neighborhood Association offers 2-hour walking tours of
Historic Murray Hill on the last Sunday of each month from
March to November. These tours are led by knowledgeable
tour guides and focus on the unique architectural qualities
of Murray Hill’s landmark buildings, the notable architects
who designed them, and the famous people who lived in
the neighborhood, as well as the historic evolution of the
neighborhood and its preservation as a residential oasis in
Midtown Manhattan. Tickets are $20 / free for new MHNA
members. Visit the MHNA website to sign up for the tours
at murrayhillnyc.org and click Calendar.
20 Spring 2019

of the building will be improved. Materials similar to the
existing materials will be used. The new entrance will lead to
the new Center for Research & Learning, a space designed
for school groups, inside the building.
Researchers expressed concern that there are still no plans
or money set aside for the Library’s stacks, several floors of
shelves that used to house books in the research collection.
The books were shipped to Princeton, New Jersey, in what
was supposed to be a temporary move, but there appear to
be no plans to upgrade the stacks with necessary climate
controls and to move the books and other primary research
materials back to NYC. Storing the books in New Jersey
makes them much less convenient for researchers and
scholars who now must wait for days or even longer to get
access to the materials.
There were mixed comments from preservation groups and
architects about the architectural merits of the proposed
changes, especially concerning the raised planter in the
center of the plaza. The LPC did not approve the plans at
this meeting, and asked the NYPL to improve the planter
design. Another hearing will be scheduled. The LPC has
been trying to speed up the approval process, but as this
building is a highly significant landmark, a delay was
thought to be appropriate. The revised plan, which was
approved, eliminates the raised planter.
Private or Group tours are also available. For private tours,
contact Susan at 212-689 -6730 or sldemmet@gmail.com.
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