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Come One, Come All! Murray Hill Street Fair on June 4th! 
by Tom Horan, VP, MHNA & Chair, Murray Hill Street Fair

Join us in celebrating Historic Murray Hill! Our prepara-
tions have begun for the 2016 Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association Street Fair. We hope you will be able to join us 
on Saturday, June 4th. We expect to have a real blockbuster 
event this year, so don’t miss it.
Just as we did last year, the Association will 
be recognizing the extremely important work 
done by the NYC Landmarks Preservation 
Commission LPC during its 50+ years of help-
ing to protect and preserve our city’s architec-
tural history. You will have the opportunity to 
learn about the work that the LPC is engaged 
in, both in Murray Hill and throughout the city. 
As in past years, the Fair will be held on the 
West side of Park Avenue between 34th and 40th Streets. 
The Fair will open at 11:00 AM and close at 6:00 PM. Live 
entertainment will begin at noon and continue until the 
Fair closes. Pull up a chair, rest a bit and enjoy the talent 
on display. Along with other attractions at the Fair, you will 
have the opportunity to visit with members of the various 
committees of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. 
You’ll meet the folks who volunteer on the Preservation & 
Design Committee. These are the fine people who work with 

the LPC and other city agencies in a continuing effort to en-
hance and protect the character of Murray Hill. The P&D 
Committee will be offering several guided walking tours of 
Historic Murray Hill throughout the day. Stop by and sign 
up for one of the tours. You’ll learn a lot about the history of 

Murray Hill. 
Prints, posters and note cards of Murray Hill 
landmarks from the sketches of Dean Avery 
and the Second Printing of Minor Bishop’s 
Sketchbook with some new sketches will be 
available for purchase. You can also pick up a 
MHNA T-shirt and a DVD’s of Minor Bishop’s 
Walking Tour of Historic Murray Hill.
Last year, we added a new feature to the Fair: 

Flea Market Finds. It was a great success and we will be in-
cluding it again this year. You will find many interesting and 
one-of-a-kind items for sale there. Stop by and search for 
the perfect “find”!
A perennial favorite place to browse is our Book Boutique. 
We will have hundreds of titles to choose from, so don’t 
forget to visit. If you have books cluttering your closet or 
desk, we have the solution! We welcome donations of new 

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 20

Updates on Proposed Zoning and Landmark Changes
The final public hearings for Zoning for Quality and 
Affordability and Mandatory Inclusionary Housing took 
place on February 9 and 10. The ZQA and MIH are integral 
components of the Mayor’s Housing New York plan. The 
proposals themselves are adjustments to citywide policy 
that would be applied in neighborhoods or on parcels as 
needed. Any rezoning requires full public review pursuant 
to the City’s Uniform Land Use Review Process. In general, 
preservation groups want modifications to the proposals, 
while owners and developers support them. As we go to 
press, the City Council is expected to vote on the proposals 
at the end of March. Please visit the MHNA website for the 
latest updates. 
Midtown East Rezoning. February 3, 2016, The Real Deal, 
“Midtown East rezoning will likely be passed in 2017: 

Garodnick,” by Konrad Putzier. 
In October, a steering committee 
including Council member 
Dan Garodnick and Manhattan 
Borough President Gale Brewer 
proposed a sweeping rezoning 
plan for Midtown East between 
39th Street and 57th Street. The de 
Blasio administration is currently 
reviewing the proposal, and will 
present its own plan in turn. “I 
think you’re going to see a proposal from the mayor this 
year” Garodnick said. “They will propose it, then it goes 
through ULURP, and then we [the City Council] pass it. My 
expectation is that we will pass the East Midtown rezoning 

View of Midtown East 
Looking North from 
Murray Hill

http://labs.council.nyc/land-use/mih-zqa/
http://labs.council.nyc/land-use/mih-zqa/
http://labs.council.nyc/land-use/mih-zqa/
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/housing/housing-main.shtml
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/11037/default.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Home
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/east_midtown/index.shtml
http://therealdeal.com/2016/02/03/midtown-east-rezoning-will-likely-be-passed-in-2017-garodnick/
http://therealdeal.com/2016/02/03/midtown-east-rezoning-will-likely-be-passed-in-2017-garodnick/
http://therealdeal.com/2016/02/03/midtown-east-rezoning-will-likely-be-passed-in-2017-garodnick/
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President’s Corner
By Diane Bartow, President, MHNA

Welcome to the new season of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Associa-
tion, Spring in Murray Hill–tulips, blossoms and green leaves, sunshine and 
warmer weather! The annual Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Street 
Festival will be held on Saturday, June 4. I hope to see you all there enjoying 
the day’s special offerings. Buy a book, eat a home baked dessert, make a bid 
at the silent auction, try your luck, take a walking tour, check out the flea 
market and meet your neighbors. A fun day for all!
You can help too! Donate books, join the bakers club and bake a tasty treat, 
donate small items for the flea market and help make the day a special one as 
we celebrate Historic Murray Hill.
The Association continues to work very hard to keep Murray Hill a desirable 
neighborhood to live, work and visit. We have just started a new committee 
that will welcome volunteers from the merchant and non-profit community, 
with the mission to help each other thrive.
The Greening and the Patrons of Park Avenue committees launched their 
spring projects to do the plantings in the Park Avenue Malls, neighborhood 
cleanup and tree bed mulching.
The Preservation & Design committee continues their work to expand the 
Murray Hill historic district by identifying important buildings in the area and 
providing education seminars for the public to learn about the historic district.
The Quality of Life committee is hard at work, with transportation and traf-
fic issues, the homeless situation, over building and infrastructure concerns.
Yes, we have a lot to do, and we continue to address the issues that the mem-
bers of the Association have told us are important to them. Please take a look 
at the MHNA website, which has up to date information on the neighborhood.
It is also that time of the year when we seek new trustees for the 2016-2017 
term. If you are interested in becoming a trustee, please send a short resume 
and tell us how you would like to be involved. You can mail it to, The Mur-
ray Hill Neighborhood Association, Attn: Nominating Committee, PO Box 
1897, New York, NY 10156-1897. Or visit www.murrayhillnyc.org and leave 
a message for the nominating committee on the Contact page. This is your 
opportunity to help make the neighborhood better. 
Become a volunteer. If there are issues you care about, join the committee 
working on it and connect with your neighbors at the same time. Just a few 
of the committees that could use your support are quality of life, newslet-
ter, website, greening, street festival, event planning and preservation and 
design. Just let us know, and we will get you involved.
I thank all of the hard working trustees and volunteers for all they do, and 
thanks to each and every member for supporting your community! Togeth-
er, we can really make a difference!
I hope to see you all at the street festival so together we can celebrate this 
incredible neighborhood!
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News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association

Fred Arcaro, President

JDS Development Group’s two-building construction proj-
ect, located at 626 First Avenue has been topped off. The first 
building (a 47-story residential building) is being connected 
to the second building (a 37-story residential building) by 
a building structure between the 25th and 28th floors. This 
structure will contain a swimming pool and recreation 
room. As of this writing, JDS has started removing its crane 
on the 47-story building.
The parking lot on First Avenue between 38th and 41st Street 
is presently vacant. Sheldon Solow filed building plans with 
the Department of Buildings for a 65-story residential build-
ing on the vacant parking lot. It is expected that Solow will 
start construction within a year.
Major construction is completed at the Waterside pier (old 
Con Edison pier 38th-41st Streets). The plan includes wa-
terfront amenities which, as of this writing, have not been 
started. The new pier will also have a bike path that will 
connect the future north and south directional bike paths. 
The final phase of construction has been delayed about six 
months. The estimated completion time is mid-year of 2016.
The East Midtown Steering Committee has issued its final 

report. The report contains recom-
mendations to rezone the East Mid-
town area. Grand Central Terminal 
is a major component of the plan, 
and the plan includes areas east and 
west of Grand Central, to Third and 
Second Avenue and to just west of 
Madison Avenue. The proposed 
rezoning would also cover the area 
north to 57th Street and south to 
39th Street. The recommendations 
are designed to encourage as-of-right, higher density and 
modernized office development and to upgrade old build-
ings. However, all developments in the Midtown area must 
include improvements that would benefit the City as follows:
• Upgrading transportation networks (underground and 

above-ground MTA transit systems)
• Create or improve public open spaces (the “public ream”)
• Preservation of important local historic resources
• Developers must provide assurances that all public im-

provements will be completed before they complete their 
projects in Midtown.

The East Midtown Steering Committee is working on the 
details of its recommendations before they are presented to 
the New York City Department of Planning.
The MTA Bridges and Tunnels Authority is still working on 
the Queens Midtown Tunnel repair on the north tunnel. The 
south tunnel repair will start approximately June 2017. If you 
have complaints resulting from the construction or to get 
updates, you can visit the MTA website at www.mta.info.

JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188
917-854-6055

joanndkaplan@gmail.com

JDS Building, 626 First 
Avenue, under construction 
on the left

PASTEUR PHARMACY
53 EAST 34TH ST. 806 LEXINGTON AVE.
NY, NY 10016 CORNER 62 / LEX.
TEL. 212-683-3838 NY, NY 10065
FAX. 212-684-0357 TEL. 212-838-2500
FAX. 212-679-3123 FAX. 212-888-3128

LEON TARASENKO, RPH
MAGGIE MAVROMATIS, RPH 212-683-0408
STEVEN SCHIMMEL, RPH Fax 212-689-6240

PASTPHARM@AOL.COM

www.murrayhillnyc.org
www.mta.info
mailto:pastpharm%40aol.com?subject=
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Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association

Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level I have 
indicated below:  My check is enclosed, payable to

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
o $35 Individual o $50 Couple
o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)
o $25 Young Professional (to age 40) o $60 Business/Professional
o $100 Patron  o $250 Guardian o $500 Benefactor

I want to make an additional contribution:  $ 
Additional contributions will be acknowledged in our Newsletter.
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _______________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Second Name (couples) _________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Company ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________ Apt  _______

City _______________________State _____ Zip _____________

Home Phone __________________________________________

Cell/Other Phone ______________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897



Members’ Corner
New Members
Steven Bras
Robin Garr
Mr. Jon Harari
John Hegna
Maria Lordo
Ken Obinna
Viv Obinna
Merilee Raines
Daniel Snow

Fred Spagnola
Victorisa Spagnola

New Business Members
Flushing Bank
Fred Astaire Dance Studio
Metropolitan Commercial Bank
PC Doctor New York
The Dry Bar
as of 2/26/2016

Trustee & Committee Updates
Marea Ednyak, who managed the Facebook page since 
2013, has stepped down as Chair of the Facebook committee 
and as a Trustee. When she took over The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association’s Facebook page there were 
fewer than 10 followers. Now there are more than 300. 
We convey our sincere thanks to Marea for developing 
the MHNA’s social media. Deborah Farone will assume 
responsibility for the MHNA Facebook page. Ann Churchill 
who has been chairing the Membership Committee will now 
focus on grants. Anoop Punjabi will chair the Membership 
Committee. Carey Davidson has been elected as a Trustee of 
the MHNA. She will chair the new committee for businesses 
and non-profits. Carey is founder and CEO of Tournesol 
Wellness. Rory Clark has resigned as a Trustee.

FINE ART and ANTIQUES PURCHASED

Maggie Milgrim
Handling Murray Hill residents 

with care for 16 years
Paintings, Single Items, Entire 

Estates
Call 212.447.0572

for an appointment in my office
or in your home

Join or Renew Online
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org to join or 

renew your membership online. Keep up-to-
date with neighborhood events and issues! 

Get involved! Calling for Murray Hill Businesses and  
Non-Profits!

If you are a business or non-profit organization, we 
invite you to join a new committee of the MHNA whose 
mission is to enhance our collective growth within the 
community.   We plan to combine efforts to identify 
co-venture opportunities, attract more business to the 
neighborhood and help one another thrive. If you are 
interested in serving on the new committee, please 
email Carey Davidson at carey@tournesolwellness.com.

Volunteers Needed for the  
Newsletter and Website

A computer and access to the internet 
are required for some of the work. We 
will train. If you are interested, please 
contact nancysheran@gmail.com.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:nancysheran%40gmail.com?subject=
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Come One, Come All  continued from page 1

or gently used books. You can bring them by yourself or we 
can make arrangements to pick them up from your lobby. 
Spend a few minutes discussing your concerns or quality of 
life issues as they pertain to living and working in Murray 
Hill. Our trustees will be happy to update you on the latest 
developments on the East Side Rezoning program and other 
initiatives which affect us all.
Our Membership Committee will be on hand and waiting 
to welcome all current and prospective members. They look 
forward to speaking with anyone desiring more information 
about the Association or anyone wishing to become a mem-
ber. The Committee is working hard to build a database of 
email contacts for our members, so be sure to stop by and 
update your contact information with them. Also, please 
bring a non-member friend to the Festival and stop by the 
Membership table to chat and sign them up before you ad-
journ to...
THE BAKE TABLE!! This is one of the most popular attrac-
tions of the Festival. The best volunteer bakers in Murray 
Hill will be working around the clock to bring the freshest 
and most delicious baked goods to the Fair. Come by and 
enjoy a delicious pastry and cup of hot coffee or tea. I can 
assure you that it is well worth the visit! We can always use 
more help at the table as well as donations of baked goods. If 
you would like to volunteer or donate, please contact Paula 
Gilliam at: 212-532-3292. 
The Association is supported by many of our local merchants 
who donate merchandise and services, and we award them 
to the highest bidder at our Silent Auction. In past years we 
have auctioned off ocean cruises, dance lessons, Mets base-
ball tickets, pub crawls, cooking classes, overnight stays in 
Murray Hill hotels, and many, many other items. Come by 
the table and see what is being offered at this year’s auction. 
I think you might be surprised at the quality and variety of 
prizes. Make a bid! Who knows—you just might win!
Feeling lucky? Stop by and take a chance at the 50/50 Draw-
ing. Buy a ticket and you can win half the pot! The other 
half goes to the MHNA to continue its important work in 
the neighborhood.
We urge you to get acquainted with many of the local Mur-
ray Hill businesses and organizations who take tables at the 
Fair by stopping to chat with them. You can have lunch, 
snacks or an early dinner at the food vendors.
This year, we are actively seeking sponsors for the Fair. If 
you or your business is interested in becoming a sponsor, 
please let us know by calling the number below. Your $200 
sponsorship will be acknowledged in MHNA’s social media 
outlets (Facebook and webpage) and will be highlighted in 
a follow up article in the MHNA Newsletter to be published 
and distributed after the Fair. In addition, we plan to hold 

an informal get together for sponsors at the opening of the 
Fair to provide an opportunity for introductions and net-
working. 
The Murray Hill Street Festival is a really wonderful op-
portunity to get out and listen to music, meet new people, 
enjoy your neighborhood, eat a doughnut, dance, catch up 
with neighbors, learn a bit of local history, get your face 
painted, browse for antiques, win a prize, learn more about 
the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association...and who 
knows what else! 
Please join us on Saturday, June 4th!!
You can volunteer to help us at the Fair by calling: 212-886-
5867. We welcome all volunteers!!!  Email Tom at horan.tc@
gmail.com.

Le Parisien French Bistrot
163 East 33rd Street 

(between 3rd and Lex.)
New York, NY 10016-4644

Murray Hill denizens experience “Paris without the airfare” at this
cozy neighborhood bistrot whose authentic Gallic menu focuses
on the basics to “tres bon” effect, attentive service and reason-
able prices offset the ultra small setting. - Zagat

212.889.5489 
www.leparisiennyc.com
Lunch  | Brunch  | Dinner

SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday, May 22

An afternoon at the New York City Ballet
Serenade, Hallelujah Junction,  

Duo Concertant, Western Symphony 

SEE FUTURE MAILING FOR FURTHER DETAILS

http://www.murrayhilnyc.org
mailto:horan.tc%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:horan.tc%40gmail.com?subject=
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Photo: Yves Def andre

This is the fourth and last article featuring fourteen individual landmark buildings in his-
toric Murray Hill, presented chronologically by the date that the building was designated as 
a landmark. This series appears in conjunction with the celebration of the 50th anniversary 
of the New York City Landmarks Law. The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Pres-
ervation & Design Committee has been an active participant with the Landmarks50 Alli-
ance’s two-year celebration to honor landmarks in all five boroughs of the City. The LM50 
celebration continues through 2016.
2008: The Allerton 39th Street Hotel (Now: The Pod 39 Hotel), 45 East 39th Street, between Lexington & Third Avenue.
2010: Beaux Arts Style Mansion, 36 East 38th Street, between Madison & Park Avenue.
2011: The Union League Club, 38 East 37th Street, at Park Avenue.

The Union League Club, 38 East 37th Street
Built in 1931, this massive Geor-
gian Renaissance style building 
was designed by Benjamin Wis-
tar Morris. It stands on property 
once belonging to the family of 
J.P. Morgan. 
The ten-story building height is 
visually reduced by the location 
of the main cornice at the fifth 
floor level with the top stories 
set back from the street line. 
Broad Palladian windows and a 
handsome bowed-wall entrance contribute to the building’s 
graceful design. The entrance foyer and grand staircase, a 
New York City Interior Landmark, stands as one of Morris’s 
great designs. The exterior of the building was designated a 
NYC landmark in 2011.
The club was founded in 1863 by concerned citizens, to 
support President Lincoln and to help preserve the Union. 
Many prominent civic, state and national leaders have en-
joyed the fellowship of the club. Fifteen presidents, seven 
senators, many congressmen, diplomats, cabinet members 
and CEOs of major corporations have been members over 
the past 152 years.

Spotlight on Murray Hill Landmarks

45 East 39th Street, The Pod 39 Hotel
Built in 1916 in the Northern Ital-
ian Renaissance style for the Al-
lerton Hotel chain and designed 
by Arthur Loomis Harmon, this 
became the trademark style for 
the Allerton Hotel chain. It was 
owned and occupied as a young 
woman’s reasonably-priced resi-
dence by the Salvation Army until 
2012, when it was renovated and a 
new frontage was installed for the 
Pod 39 Hotel. It is known for the 
lovely roof top bar in the summer 
and the main floor Mexican res-
taurant. It was designated a NYC landmark in 2008.

36 East 38th Street, Beaux Arts Style Mansion
Built in 1861, it was one of three handsome four-story row 
houses owned by shipping merchant, Charles Fox. It became 
the home of well-known shipbuilder Richard Poillon with 
his wife Mary and their children until her death in 1901. 
Richard died in 1891.
The home was purchased in 1902, by socially prominent Mid-
dleton S. and Emilie Burrill. Desiring a larger and grander 

space, they commissioned archi-
tects Hoppin & Koen to renovate 
and enlarge the home with an ad-
ditional floor and a rear extension. 
A Beaux Arts style facade replaced 
the original brownstone frontage 
with a wide staircase, three identi-
cal arches and a stately stone bal-
ustrade balcony.
The home became a multiple 
dwelling rooming house in 1929 
and was converted into apart-
ments in 1945. It was designated a 
NYC landmark in 2010. 

This series of 
articles is part of 
NYC Landmarks50 
Alliance, the multi-
year celebration 
of the 50th 
anniversary of 
New York City’s 
Landmarks Law.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
www.nyclandmarks50.org
www.nyclandmarks50.org
www.winfieldflynn.com
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Green and Clean Teams Hit the Streets Again

Villa       Berulia
107 East 34th Street NYC

(Between Park and
Lexington Avenues)

(212) 689-1970
www.VillaBerulia.com

www.facebook.com/villaberulianyc

Serving fine Italian Cuisine Since 1981
welcome home...

Celebrating Our 35th Anniversary

This Spring, volunteer crews from The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association got together to help clean up our 
streets on their third bi-annual get-together. Twice a year, 
in Spring and Fall, 15-25 volunteers get together to pick up 

litter in our neighborhood 
and record areas to target for 
graffiti removal. This time 
around, the Murray Hill 
“Partners in Grime” were 
joined by the crew of the Green 
committee to spread mulch 
and work on planter beds 
around the neighborhood.

Cleaning and Greening our neighborhood is a way that 
volunteers can make a huge difference in improving the 
quality of life for the people of Murray Hill. Many people do 
not know that we do not have a City litter pick up service in 
our neighborhood. Keeping the streets and sidewalks clean 
falls on building owners and managers. 
This year, we are trying to get the word out that clean-up is 
a responsibility of building owners and managers. If your 
building management does not already clean up the litter in 

front of your building regularly, please raise this issue with 
them, as many people simply do not know that building 
owners are now responsible for keeping the sidewalks in 
front of their buildings clean and also 18 inches into the 
street. If you are a building owner, we encourage you to 
think creatively about making sure there is regular clean-
up in front of your building. Some buildings partner with 
others in paying for regular litter pick up, and sometimes 
building superintendents of neighboring buildings have 
been hired to help keep the streetscape clean.
We, at MHNA, try to do our part as well. We hope that you 
will volunteer to help at one of our upcoming events, or get 
together as needed to make a difference where you live. The 
MHNA cleaning events are posted on Facebook, the MHNA 
website and via e-blast.
We hope to see you there!

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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A sold-out talk by history blogger Tom 
Miller on January 31st got rave reviews 
from the fifty Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association members who attended the 
Sunday lunch-time lecture sponsored by 
the Preservation & Design Committee. In 
the spirit of the election season, the talk, 
entitled “The Exceptional Stories behind 
Exceptional Buildings,” highlighted sev-

eral homes in our neighborhood whose past occupants had 
some connection to the White House. The lecture was held 
at the Center for Applied Judaism, which occupies a historic 
townhouse at 109 East 39th Street.
Tom writes a daily blog called “A Daytonian in Manhat-
tan” (daytoninmanhattan.blogspot.com) in which he writes 
about one Manhattan building per day, every day except 
Sunday, and has done so since 2009. Murray Hill is one of 
his favorite neighborhoods in the City, and on his website 
there are sixty posts on buildings in Murray Hill.
Tom’s stories focus on the people who lived in Manhattan 
buildings over time–often tracing the fortunes of families 
and whole parts of the City in the process. For those in-
terested in his work, he has a book of favorite Manhattan 
buildings and their stories entitled Seeking New York, and 
it is available on Amazon. We look forward to having Tom 

back to hear more about the stories he found in the archives, 
police records and court proceedings of Old New York.
The lecture also drew attention to the importance of the work 
the Preservation & Design Committee does for the commu-
nity–in particular the work to extend the Murray Hill His-
toric District. Tom opened his lecture with an image of the 
former Archbishop’s residence on the northwest corner of 
36th Street and Madison, soon to be demolished. The Land-
marks Commission would not designate the building as a 
landmark based on its architectural merits, because it has 
been heavily altered over the years. However, Tom pointed 
out that this building has historic and social significance that 
warrants its consideration as worthy of preservation. 

In the spring of 2015, the Preservation and Design 
Committee of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
began offering walking tours of our historic neighborhood. 

Tours were held the last 
Sunday of each month 
from March to October 
with more than 40 
people participating. 
They had the pleasure 
of walking around the 
neighborhood with a 
guide who described 
the historical and 
architectural significance 

of buildings along the route, many of which are designated 
as New York City landmarks. In addition to hearing about 
the many historic buildings located in the neighborhood 
such as the Union League Club and The Morgan Library, 
tour participants also learned about the Murray family and 
some of the famous people who were residents of Murray 
Hill–J.P Morgan, Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt and others.  
All were especially pleased to learn about the history and 

evolution of the neighborhood, as well as its preservation as 
a residential oasis in Midtown Manhattan.
The 2016 tour season began on Sunday, April 24th.  Tours 
are scheduled for the last Sunday of each month through 
October.  Tours begin at 1:30pm and last approximately 
one and one half hours. The cost is $20 and you can register 
online at www.murrayhillnyc.org.  All participants receive a 
brochure of the historic district. Tours are complimentary 
for new members of the MHNA. The group meets in front 
of 45 Park Avenue at 37th Street. Tours will also be offered 
at the Murray Hill Street Fair on Saturday June 4th. We look 
forward to having you join us on an upcoming tour! 

Inaugural Season of Historic Walking Tours a Big Success!                             by Barbara Sagan

Exceptional Stories behind Exceptional Buildings

320 Lexington Ave (btw 38th & 39th) 212-213-0042 www.blackshackburger.com

Tom Miller

http://daytoninmanhattan.blogspot.com
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
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Since 1992, Murray Hill Medical Group, P.C. has been a leading provider of the  
highest quality and most advanced healthcare in the New York metropolitan area. 

We offer a comprehensive array of services in multiple medical specialties.

 Internal Medicine Podiatry Physiatry Otolaryngology
 Cardiology Sports Medicine Lipidology Rheumatology
 Endocrinology Dermatology Gynecology Infectious Disease
 Gastroenterology  Ophthalmology Pain Management

Visit our web site to learn more
www.mhmg.net

(24/7 online scheduling available to existing patients)

MHNA Love Your Neighborhood 
Party at El Rio Grande
Members of The Murray 
Hill Neighborhood 
Association had a chance 
to raise a margarita 
or two in celebration 
of Valentine’s Day 
a/k/a Love Your 
Neighborhood, when 
they gathered at El Rio 
Grande on Sunday, 
February 21st. To 
everyone’s delight the 
empanadas, burritos, 
and nachos were unlimited, as were the frozen margaritas, 
sangria and wine. The live music provided by Linda Miller 
and Casper from the Girls Next Door set the stage for 
members to put on their dancing shoes. Alice Timothy, a 
longtime member of MHNA, had the winning number 
and received a basket of chocolate goodies as a door prize 
donated by 2Beans of 100 Park Avenue. Upon leaving, each 
member received chocolate favors also provided by 2Beans 
as a parting gift. A good time was had by all.

Sami Steigmann Honored at the 
Museum of Tolerance
On February 17, Sami 
Steigmann was given 
two honors — a citation 
from the New York State 
Assembly, presented 
by Dan Quart, 73rd 
Assembly District, and 
the Harmony Power 
Award presented by 
Sensei John P. Mirrione, 
Chairman of Harmony 
Power Foundation, 
Inc. The Harmony 
Power Award was given 
in recognition of Sami’s outstanding efforts to promote 
harmony in the world. The proclamation from the NYS 
Assembly was to recognize Sami as an example of courage 
and compassion and for his work speaking with students 
and visitors to New York. The awards event took place at 
the Museum of Tolerance, located at 226 East 42nd Street. 
You may know Sami as a walking tour guide for the MHNA 
walking tours of historic Murray Hill.

Alice Timothy with her chocolate prize
Sami Steigmann (l.) receives the Harmony 
Power Award from Sensei John P. 
Mirrione (r.).

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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Architectural Preservation Awards Evening                                                                                by Elaine Silber

On a beautiful fall evening in late October, The Preservation 
& Design Committee of The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association held its 17th annual Architectural Preservation 
Awards ceremony in Volvo Hall at Scandinavia House: The 
Nordic Center in America. A lively crowd of approximately 
120 people attended this special event. 
As guests arrived, they were offered drinks along with a 
handsome program booklet, while a slideshow of the build-
ings being honored ran in the background. Large poster 
boards of landmarked neighborhood buildings, as well as 
the buildings being honored adorned the walls. After wel-
coming remarks by Diane Bartow, Susan Demmet paid trib-
ute to Virginia Parkhouse who passed away in May 2015. 
Virginia was a patron member of The Murray Hill Neigh-
borhood Association and was instrumental in leading ef-
forts with the Landmark Preservation Commission to cre-
ate a Murray Hill Historic District that our neighborhood 
enjoys to this day.
Irma Fisher discussed a brief history of the Architectural 
Preservation Awards. Established in 1993 by the Preserva-
tion & Design Committee, the awards were created to help 
generate public awareness and pride in Murray Hill’s rich 
architectural history, and to honor building owners who 

have restored the facades of their buildings to the original 
design or created a new design compatible with the historic 
streetscape. More than ninety awards have been given since 
the awards event began, and on this 
particular evening the P & D Com-
mittee added five more buildings to 
the list.
The Permanent Mission of Guatema-
la to the United Nations (57 Park Av-
enue), a New York City Landmark 
and listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Standing in for 
the Ambassador, Ana Christina Ro-
driguez accepted the award for this 
beautiful building that recently had 
its exterior, entrance and sidewalk 
completely cleaned and restored. 
The renovation allows the beauty of 
this handsome limestone building 
to be revealed.

The Permanent Mission of 
Namibia to the United Na-
tions (135 East 36th Street) 
is located in the Historic 
District and listed on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places. After a major 
fire destroyed the original 
building in 2004, a total 
renovation took place over 
many years. The Mission 
worked with the MHNA on 
the renovation, and much 
of the building conforms 
to Landmark Preservation 

Commission standards. A new stoop, railing, and wooden 
doors are all Landmark approved, as is the set-back ad-
dition on top of the 
building. On the Lex-
ington Avenue side, a 
new entrance with glass 
elevator is one of the 
few modern touches. 
Wilfried I. Emvula, 
Ambassador and Per-
manent Representative 
to the United Nations, 
accepted the award.
The William (24 East 
39th Street), former 
home of the Williams 

The Permanent Mission of 
Guatemala to the United 
Nations 

The Permanent Mission of Namibia 
to the United Nations

The William

Your Trusted Insurance Advisor
Providing a broad array of products and services

9 East 37th Street

New York, NY 10016

212-683-2622

Email: gdelouiseroth@globalcoverage.com

www.globalcoverage.com

Insurance and Risk Management

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
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Club and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
was converted to an extended stay hotel in early 2014. The 
hotel has 33 rooms and two restaurants, The Peacock and 
The Shakespeare Pub. The restored exterior with new stoop 
retains its cornice, brick upper stories and elaborate win-
dow surrounds. The renovated interior retains many of the 
original features, such as wood panels, parquet floors and 
the main staircase. The owner, Shlomo Bakash, and Edwin 
Zawadzki of In Situ Design accepted the award.
The River School PS 281 (425 East 35th Street) was completed 
in 2013. This six-story 
LEED-certified primary 
and intermediate school 
is a welcome addition to 
the neighorhood.
A colorful mural series 
of bright blue glazed ter-
ra-cotta tiles hand paint-
ed by artist Jesse Brans-
ford wraps around the 
exterior façade and the 
inside lobby. The princi-
pal of The River School, 
Jessica Orleans, and the architect, Paul Broches accepted the 
award.
The James Townhouse (146 East 38th Street), listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places was given an Award of Mer-

it. This elegant townhouse, 
one of four Italianate-style 
row houses, is a highlight 
on the block. Its lovely, ev-
er-changing seasonal front 
garden and entrance are a 
delight to neighbors and 
passersby who look forward 
to the changing displays. 
The owner, Michele James 
accepted the award.
The awardees graciously and 
enthusiastically accepted 
their honors. Each spoke 

movingly about their particular building and how proud 
they are to be a part of Murray Hill. 
The Association also presented Community Service Awards 
to two longtime, deserving Murray Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation trustees, Joe D. DiDomenico and Ellen Imbimbo 
for their many years of community service.
Keeping with the theme of preservation, the program fea-
tured two guest speakers from the Museum of the City of New 
York–Susan Henshaw Jones, President and Ronay Menchel 
Director, and Donald Albrecht, Curator of Architecture 
and Design. The audience was held captive as the speakers 

discussed What Pres-
ervation Means–Saving 
Place: 50 Years of New 
York City Landmarks. 
Both speakers empha-
sized that preservation 
isn’t about saving a 
“tired old past,” rather it 
is a fusion of the old and 
the new. What is con-
sidered modern today 
will often be a desig-
nated landmark tomor-
row. The speakers stressed the importance of connecting the 
past to the present and to the future, while at the same time 
maintaining the soul of the city. 
At the end of the awards ceremony guests enjoyed a lovely re-
ception catered by Smorgas Chef that included gravlax salm-
on canapés, Swedish meatballs, cheese, fruit and beverages.
 The Preservation & Design Committee continues its efforts 
to promote public awareness of the neighborhood’s rich ar-
chitectural heritage. The core residential area of Murray Hill 
includes a Murray Hill Historic District of 88 buildings, 14 
individual landmarked buildings and 239 buildings listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

Susan Henshaw Jones, Guest Speaker

The River School PS 281 

The James Townhouse 

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.sargesdeli.com


Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street

Warhol by the Book, through May 15. An overlooked and 
important facet of Warhol’s career was his work with books–
book covers, commercial illustrations and self-published 
illustrated books. This exhibit explores many first time seen 
drawings, publications and archival materials.
Sight Reading: Photography and the Legible World, through 
May 30. This first collaboration between the George Eastman 
House International Museum of Film and Photography and 
the Morgan explores the history of the camera in its many 
modes, including X-rays, aerial views, photojournalism, 
conceptual art, fashion, persuasion and many more. Works 
range from the 1840’s to the present.
Trees: Oil Sketches from the Thaw Collection, through July 10. 
During the second half of the 18th century landscape artists 
often used oil paint on paper outdoors. Trees, individually or 
in forests and gardens, were an important motif. This exhibit 
includes artists from France, Germany and Scandinavia. 
Dreams in Dust: The Pastels of Lucas Samaras, through August 
21. 48 pastel drawings from the Morgan’s collection by the 
artist and his dealer, Arne Glimcher, feature dreamlike 
imagery, mystical interiors, self-portraits, nudes and still 
lifes, expressing the artist’s moods and mental states from 
1957-1983. Samaras, born 1936 in Greece, departs from his 
known pin-covered boxes and haunting photos.
Founding Figures: Copper Sculpture from Ancient Mesopotamia, 
ca 3300-2000 AD, May 13-Aug. 21. The Morgan owns two 
exceptional metal figures from Mesopotamia, known as 
“foundation figures,” made for burial in foundations of 
buildings, usually temples. Very few survive. These two works 
are shown along with additional copper figures on loan to 
explore the development of this art form.
Rembrandt’s First Masterpiece, June 3-September 18. 
Judas Returning the Thirty Pieces of Silver has long been 
recognized as the artist’s first mature work and masterpiece. 
It demonstrates the characteristics that would make him 
famous and is one of Rembrandt’s only works for which 
multiple preparatory drawings survive, so viewers can trace 
the evolution of the composition. It is the first time this work 
is shown in the U.S. Also in view will be early self-portraits by 
the young Rembrandt at the time he painted the panel along 
with etchings and drawings of scenes from the life of Christ. 
City of Soul: Rome and the Romantics, June 17-September 11. 
This exhibit shows the evolving image of Rome in art and 
literature with a display of books, manuscripts, prints, photos 
and drawings. It covers 1770-1870, when Rome transitioned 
from a papal state to the capital of a modern nation. 

Hans Memling: Portraiture, Piety and a Reunited Altarpiece, 
September 2, 2016-January 8, 2017. The Triptych of Jan 

Crabbe, completed ca 1470, was dismembered in the 18th 
century. This is the first time it has been reconstructed for 
an American audience. The Morgan owns two of the panels.
Note the Morgan’s expanded roster of public programs–
lectures, concerts, gallery talks, films, family and special 
events: Call 212-685-0008 or visit the Morgan’s website www.
themorgan.org. Fri. evenings open until 9pm; 7-9pm FREE. 
Enjoy lunch or light snack at the Morgan Café.

The New York Public Library
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building  
476 Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

Abacus to Zoology: A Century of Inspiration from the Picture 
Collection, through May 15, Wachenheim Gallery. Since 
1915 artists, designers, students and researchers with diverse 
interests have benefitted from the Picture Collection. This 
exhibit highlights its history and uses of this unique resource.
Printing Women: Three Centuries of Female Printmakers: 1570-
1900, through May 27. Physically and technically challenging, 
printmaking has often been considered man’s work, although 
female printmakers have been around since the late 15th 
century. This exhibit highlights the collection of forward-
thinking Henrietta Louisa Koenen, 1830-1881, showing 
engravings, etchings, woodcuts and lithographs executed 
by female printmakers mainly working within larger family 
workshops.
Jill Kapin Rose Gallery, ongoing exhibit. Large wall panels with 
photos, texts, objects and videos showing the history, vast 
collections and services of the NYPL’s Branch and Research 
Libraries.
The NYPL Digitizes American Jewish Oral History Transcripts: 
Interviews with such famous people as Milton Berle, Isaac 
Bashevis Singer, Bella Abzug and many other Jewish notables. 
The Dorot Division holds the only complete compilation 
of transcripts and recordings from the American Jewish 
Committee’s Oral History Collection, a 25-year project that 
began in the 1960’s and contains 2,250 interviews. It is on the 
NYPL’s Digital Collections website: http://digitalcollections.
nypl.org/american-jewish-committee.
Live From the NYPL: lectures, discussions with prominent 
experts in many fields. Fee: $25. Discounts for seniors and 
students. Order: www.nypl.org/live. Phone: 1-888-718-4243. 
Use 42nd Street entrance.
Siddharta Mukherjee & David Remnick (New Yorker), Tues. 
May 17, 7pm. A discussion about medicine, writing and 
personal narrative to launch Mr. Mukherjee’s new book, The 
Gene: An Intimate History. 
Julian Barnes, Wed. May 25, 7pm. In his latest novel, The 
Noise of Time, Mr. Barnes creates a fictionalized account of 
Dmitri Shostakovich’s struggle between Soviet values and 
musical integrity.
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Arts, Culture & Leisure
Svetlana Alexievich & Katherine Boo, Mon. June 13, 7pm. Ms. 
Boo, non-fiction writer, discusses Ms. Alexievich’s book, 
Secondhand Time: An Oral History of the Fall of the Soviet Union.
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar & Walter Mosley, Tues. June 14, 7pm 
Details TBA.
Laurie Anderson, Thurs. June 16, 7pm. Paul Holdengraber 
talks with creative powerhouse Ms. Anderson.
Books at Noon, Astor Hall, half hour interviews with guests 
conducted by Jessica Strand, NYPL’s Assoc. Director of 
Public Programs and Events, followed by audience Q&A and 
book signing. FREE. www.nypl.org/booksatnoon. Wed. May 
18: Anne Enright, The Green Road. Wed. May 25: Leanne 
Shapton, Swimming Studies. Wed. June 1: William Finnegan, 
Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life.
You can take a free 1-hour tour of the 42nd St. library’s 
history and architecture Mon.-Sat. 11am and 2pm; Sun. 
2PM. Or a self-guided audio tour 30-45 minutes in English 
or Spanish. For information on exhibits, lectures, tours: 917-
275-6975; www.nypl.org/schwarzman; http://www.nypl.org/
events/calendar. Also check the NYPL’s branches Science, 
Industry and Business Library (188 Madison Ave. at 34th St.) 
& Mid-Manhattan (455 5th Ave. at 40th St.) free lectures and 
computer classes.

CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue at 34th Street, in the landmark B.Altman building

During the summer, activities take a vacation. From Sept.-
June the CUNY Graduate Center presents a wide range 
of educational and cultural programs open to the public: 
concerts, lectures, plays, panel discussions, screenings and 
art exhibitions with prominent leaders in diverse fields. Many 
are free, but to receive advance information, reserve seats and 
get discounted tickets for events with fees become a member 
for $50 a year. You’ll be supporting a wonderful NYC cultural 
institution in your neighborhood. www.gc.cuny.edu/Support-
the-GC/Community-Membership. 212-817-7130. Below are a 
few late spring events. 
Public Programs: Lectures, Discussions. FREE. Reservations: 
www.gc.cuny.edu/events. 212-817-8215.
Globalization and Inequality: Paul Krugman, Janet Gornick, 
Branko Milanovic, Wed. May 11, 7pm.
LGBTQ Pride Month: Conversation with Jose Antonio Vargas, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and filmmaker, Tues. June 21, 
6:30pm, Proshansky Auditorium.

American-Scandinavian Foundation –  
Scandinavia House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

CONCERTS: Keyboard Conversations with Pianist Jeffrey Sie-
gel: Chopin Forever, Thurs. May 12, 8pm. Concerts with lively 
commentary, $25, $20 ASF members.

FILMS: New Nordic Cinema, Wed. 7pm & Fri. 6:30pm, through 
May 20, $10, $7 ASF members.

In Between: Documentary of Helena Franzén, Swedish dancer/
choreographer. Wed. 5/25, 7pm, FREE.

KIDS AND FAMILIES: Wed. workshops, ages 4-8, for ASF 
Members with Children’s Center Pass only.

Scandinavian Sing-A-Long, Sat. May 14, 1pm. Ages 1-7. $7, $5 
ASF Members. 

Storytelling: Sat. May 14, 11am, Ages 1-7. 11AM, ages 5+, FREE. 

CHECK THE COMPLETE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: Films, 
lectures, concerts, exhibits & related programs, family/chil-
dren activities and more. www.scandinaviahouse.org or 212-
779-3587. To receive on-going information leave your email 
address on right: “Join the Scandinavia House e-list…..”  
Visit Facebook page, stop by in person. Become a member. 
Contact: www.scandinaviahouse.org/membership or above 
phone number, ext. 715. Check out the fabulous gift shop and 
Smörgås Restaurant, open for brunch, lunch, dinner, snacks, 
coffee/tea and combination deals with films, concerts and 
other events 212-847-9745; 212-686-4230.

Doctors Orchestral Society
Norman Thomas High School – 111 East 33rd Street (between 
Park & Lexington Avenue)
Concert, Thurs. May 12, 7:30pm. FREE, donations. www.
doctorsorchestra.org;  doctorsorchestra@gmail.com.

Bryant Park
40th to 42nd Street, between 5th & 6th Avenue:  
behind the 42nd Street Library

Check out events all year at www.bryantpark.org; 212-768-
4242; Bryant Park’s 
Facebook, Twitter, 
blog, weekly newsletter, 
eblasts, brochures. 
EATING SPOTS: 
Kiosks, cafés, restaurant. 

S P R I N G / S U M M E R 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 
Le Carousel, Ping Pong, 
Adult and Kids Game 
Tables; Reading Room, 
Birding Tours; Juggling; 
Fencing; Petanque; 
Yoga; Tai Chi; Piano 
and Broadway at Lunch 
plus after work musical 
performances, and the 
HBO Film Festival Mon. 
evenings.
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Artist Shadin Hossain, owner of Galleria on Third, got in 
the spirit of the primary elections by creating two paintings: 
one has portraits of Democratic elected officials, the other 
depicts Republicans.  He sent high-quality reproductions 

Democrats

Galleria on Third Creates a Tribute to the Elections! 

of the Democratic painting to the Democrats depicted in 
the painting and received thank you notes from Governor 
Cuomo, Senator Schumer and Representative Carolyn 
Maloney, among others. Congratulations also to Galleria 
on Third for their 16th anniversary of doing business in 
Murray Hill!

Celebrating the Third Anniversary  
of our veterinary hospital  

in Murray Hill!!

We are happy to be a proud member of this 
distinguished Landmark community, and have 
enjoyed being of service to our neighbors and 
their pets. We look forward to meeting more 
of you and encourage you to come by and say 

hello this Spring or any time!

133 East 39th Street  ●  212 644 1022

           Kalvig and Shorter Veterinary

www.KalvigandShorter.com

Republicans

www.appliedjudaism.org


location of 310 East 42nd Street was dedicated. Cady, who 
served as Sabbath School Superintendent for 50 years, de-
signed the church and many other notable buildings, in-
cluding the southern wing of the American Museum of 
Natural History.
Rev. Cornell Edmonds, the interim pastor, says, “the church 
once known as ‘the church of the United Nations,’ is often 
blessed to have in worship alongside our members, dignitar-
ies and tourists from around the world, residents and work-
ers from around the area, and homeless and needy people 
from just around the corners.”
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Proud resident of Murray Hill 
for 20 years specializing in 

co-op, condo, townhouse and 
investment properties.

You Deserve the Best

Barbara M. Sagan
Lic. Associate RE Broker 

(o) 212.937.7006
bms@corcoran.com

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 660 Madison Ave, NY, 
NY 10065. Real estate agents affiliated with The Corcoran Group are independent 
contractor sales associates and are not employees of The Corcoran Group.   

The Church of the Covenant 
Celebrates 150 Years
The Rev. Michael Livingston, Executive Minister of The 
Riverside Church was the guest preacher at Church of the 
Covenant’s service commem-
orating 150 years of ministry. 
The celebration took place on 
February 28.
The Church of the Covenant 
evolved out of a ministry plan 
to organize a Mission Sun-
day School to serve the needs 
of the very poor immigrants 
living in a shanty town area 
around East 42nd Street in 
Manhattan known as “Goat 
Hill,” because pigs and goats ran loose in the area.  Accord-
ing to J. Cleveland Cady, one of the mission’s founders, in 
an address given on Sunday, January 28, 1906, “After much 
search a room in an industrial school above a stable at 206 
East 40th Street was secured.” The Sunday Mission School 
occupied its room above the stable on East 40th Street from 
January 28, 1866 until December 24, 1871, when its current 

www.murrayhillnyc.org
www.librettospizzany.com
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Park Avenue is for Everyone!                                                              by John Chadwick, Irma Worrell Fisher & Jon Harari

The Seasonal Lighting on Park Avenue this year from 34th 
Street to 40th Street was by far the most beautiful and im-
pressive that Murray Hill has ever witnessed. Everyone who 
lives and works in Murray Hill, and those who merely pass 
through, enjoyed the brilliant display.  Never before has 
Murray Hill had such beautiful malls, and it is all because 
of the generosity and support of civic-minded individuals 
and businesses who believe in and understand the value of 
Park Avenue to Murray Hill and the support of the buildings 
that line Park Avenue. They are the Patrons of Park Avenue. 
With their backing, we are able to provide many services 
and amenities.
During the last year, P.O.P.A. has been responsible for:
• Three seasonal plantings beginning with the spring tulips 

and daffodils, followed by the brilliant display of red be-
gonias, and ending the season with colorful chrysanthe-
mums

• The repair and painting of the historic fencing on the 
Malls

• Daily volunteer cleanings of the malls during the growing 
season

• Weekly professional maintenance of the beds and the trees

• The spectacular seasonal lighting in December

All of this is very expensive, but it all provides a better qual-
ity of life for the entire Murray Hill community.

Our 2016 Capital Funding Campaign began in March. As 
you, your business or your building develop your budget for 
2016 and for future years, won’t you please consider join-
ing your neighbors as a BENEFACTOR, a GARDENER, or 
a TREE SPONSOR? Your full support is vital – more so this 
year than ever, as we face the challenges of the removal and 
replacement of dead shrubberies and trees, the cost of addi-
tional watering during the hot weather, battling the plague of 
the Japanese Kudzu which, without treatment, will take over 
the malls and kill the ivy and the shrubs, etc. To see what 
progress has been made on the malls, please take a look at 
the following link (http://patronsofparkavenue.org/history) 
from the Patrons of Park Avenue website to see what our 
malls looked like before the formation of P.O.P.A. Without 
everyone’s full co-operation, our beloved Park Avenue will 
look like this again.

 Please consider supporting our beloved Park Avenue Malls 
in Murray Hill!  You can sponsor a monthly cleaning or be-
come a tree sponsor for only $500. You can become a Pa-

ESTELLE MEISTER

“Your Murray Hill Expert”
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

917-450-3090 / 212-350-2275
emeister@elliman.com

A seasoned resident of  Murray Hill –  
specializing in Coops, Condos,  

Townhouses, Investment Properties and  
Rentals in Murray Hill and throughout  

the City.

IF YOU WANT THE BEST – CALL ME

Serving Murray Hill 
since 1959

• Traditional and Contemporary Mexican Cooking
• 3 Course Prix Fixe Lunch $22
• Tasting Hour 3 pm to 7 pm
• Separate Room for Parties and Banquets
• Michelin Bib Gourmand

325 East 34th Street
212-679-6812

www.elparadorcafe.com

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.elparadorcafe.com
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tron for $1,000 or a Benefactor for $2,500. When you stop 
to think about it, for all of the beauty and value that Park 
Avenue brings to Murray Hill, that is quite a bargain.

The Park Avenue Malls are here for everyone.  Join us in 
making certain that it remains the prettiest and the best-
maintained in the city.

Happy Spring!

Benefactors in 2015 ($2,500+)
2 Park Avenue 16 Park Avenue 40 Park Avenue
7 Park Avenue 20 Park Avenue 41 Park Avenue
15-17 Park Avenue 23 Park Avenue 99 Park Avenue

Patrons in 2015 ($1,000 - $2,499)
35 Park Avenue 50 Park Avenue 77 Park Avenue
48 Park Avenue 67 Park Avenue 90 Park Avenue

Gardeners in 2015 ($500 - $999)
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Anton 
Bartow Insurance
Church of the Incarnation 
Church of our Saviour
Federal Home Loan Bank of New York, 101 Park Avenue 
Philip and Cheryl Greenberg
Edwin and Thayer Hochberg 
Jonathan Services

7 Park Avenue 
The Kitano Hotel
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Mansour
Metropolitan Commercial 
Bank, 99 Park Avenue 
Ann Neuman

Tree Sponsors in 2015 
($500)
Alban Construction
Apropos Multi-Line  
Furniture Showroom 
Una Baker
Robert Calabretta 
John Dickerson 
Deborah Farone 
Irma Worrell Fisher
Greenthal Property Management
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Harris and Hudson Harris
Interiors by John Chadwick
The Lovett Company Property Management 
Joan Roselle
Sanford Hall, Murray Hill’s Leading Carpet Company
Samson Property Management
Solstice Property Management 
Urban Arborist

BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com

Tulips in the Park Avenue Malls

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:dgbar@msn.com
http://www.bigapplechorus.org


Murray Hill Life Renovation Offer
(Offer valid through July 1, 2016)

Enjoy a $1,500 Labor Discount AND $1,500 Products Discount 
when you start the design and shopping now and wait 

to begin your renovation between May 3 - July 31. 
Phone: (212) 599-5060

Email: info@knockoutrenovation.com

***Not combinable with any other offer.  Offer available to readers of Murray Hill Life,  
the newsletter of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.***
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Murray Hill in the News
And other articles relevant to issues in Murray Hill
February 22, 2016, NextDoor-MurrayHill, New York Grocer 
Fairway on the Brink of Default as Losses Mount, posted by 
Anoop Punjabi. The Fairway is at 2nd Avenue and 30th Street.
February 20, 2016. NextDoor-MurrayHill, Closing of 
McDonalds on the corner 39th & 2nd, posted by Donald 
Carli. Seeking information on the development plans for 
that corner and the other low-rise buildings north of it on 
the west side of 2nd Avenue between 39th and 40th Street.
February 20, 2016, NextDoor-MurrayHill, posted by Anoop 
Punjabi.  The McSam Hotel Group boss, Sam Chang, is 
scheduled to close on 14 and 16 East 39th Street for $31.6 
million. The vacant properties will be demolished to make 
way for a 20-story Hyatt Hotel. The new hotel and full-service 
restaurant will span more 66,000 square feet and be designed 
by Gene Kaufman, according to the permit application filed 
with the city. The hotel is slated to be completed in three 
years, Chang told the Observer.
February 17, 2016, New York Post, Cole Porter’s old home 
can be yours for a cool $6.45M, Jennifer Gould Kiel. The 
address is 156 East 36th Street in Sniffen Court. Corcoran’s 
Lydia Sussek and Irene O’Halloran are the listing brokers. 

www.movoto.com, “Best Neighborhoods in New York 
City for Young Professionals,” Murray Hill is listed as best 
neighborhood in New York City for young professionals.
February 3, 2016, The Real Deal, “Midtown East rezoning 
will likely be passed in 2017: Garodnick” by Konrad Putzier. 
Council member Dan Garodnick expects the Midtown East 
rezoning to pass before the next mayoral election in 2017.
January 18, 2016, www.gothamgazette.com, “De Blasio Calls 
for Albany to ‘Make Right’ on Program at Center of Rift with 
Governor,” by Ben Max. 421-a accounted for over a billion 
dollars in tax breaks during the 2015 fiscal year, much of 
which went to developments that had not included affordable 
units in exchange - a recent ProPublica investigation of 421-
a found “The failure of city and state regulators to effectively 
police the tax break...and hold developers to their word.” 
The expiration of 421-a was met with mixed reactions. 
Some affordable housing advocates, like community groups 
that make up The Alliance for Tenant Power, celebrated 
the news... Without 421-a, or something similar, affordable 
housing proponents fear that developers will simply focus 
on building condos, which optimize opportunities for profit.
January 15, 2016, DNA Info-New York, 421-a Tax Break 
Expires as Deal Between Devleopers and Labor Falls Apart, 
by Amy Zimmer. 

https://murrayhill4.nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=21789167
https://murrayhill4.nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=21789167
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Not Murray Hill, but this is an interesting article about 
preservation efforts in Manhattan. 
January 15, 2016, DNAinfo, “Judge Denies Developer’s Bid 
to Overturn Landmark Status of UES Buildings,” by Shaye 
Weaver. New York State Supreme Court Justice Michael 
Stallman upheld a Landmarks Preservation Commission 
decision to deny a “hardship application” by Stahl York 
Avenue, a real estate company that owns two walk-up 
buildings at 429 E. 64th St. and 430 E. 65th St. They were the 
first privately-built apartments to address the sub-standard 
housing conditions of poor workers across the city and many 
of the units continue to be rent-stabilized, according to the 
LPC. But most of the apartments have remained vacant, 
according to Stahl’s hardship application.
January 7, 2016, DNA Info-New York, “Midtown’s ‘Rug 
District’ Disappears as Dealers Flee Sky-High Rents,” by 
Noah Hurowitz. The rug district was on Madison Avenue in 
the upper 20s and low 30s. Only a few stores remain.
January 7, 2016, The New York Public Library’s President, 
Anthony W. Marx, announced the publication of the NYPL’s 
digital collection. The Library determined that 180,000 of 
its digital images are in the public domain, and it released 
high-resolution versions along with improved metadata at 
nypl.org/publicdomain. Researchers, artists, students, and 

anyone else can legally use these digital properties however 
they’d like, generating new works and eventually breathing 
new life into the collection of NYPL.” Some interesting pages 
from the digital collection: Changing New York pictures,  
Murray Hill pictures. 
January 6, 2016, www.gothamgazette.com, “At Homelessness 
Forum, Manhattanites Voice Local Concerns on Pressing 
Issue,” by Ryan Brady. At a town hall hosted by City Council 
Members Dan Garodnick and Rosie Mendez stakeholders 
voiced concerns about problems related to homelessness, like 
the myriad issues with the 850-bed 30th Street Men’s Shelter 
(also known as “Bellevue”). Human Resources Administration 
Commissioner Steve Banks reiterated support for a 
“commitment that was made to the community to convert a 
number of beds at Bellevue into an employment program.” 
January 5, 2016, Gotham Gazette, “Proposed Zoning 
Changes Raise Questions About Small Businesses,” by Colin 
O’Connor. [I]t is increasingly difficult for small businesses 
to survive. There is little city policy dedicated to protecting 
these institutions of community character ... “Part of what 
we like about our neighborhoods are small- to medium-size 
indigenous businesses…Over the past couple of years there 
has also been clamor about commercial tenant protection, 

Continued on page 20
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in 2017.” Garodnick is a key figure in the long-standing quest 
to rezone and promote new construction in Midtown East–a 
district shaped by stately but ageing office buildings and 
cramped subway cars. The proposed area for rezoning includes 
the property designated for the 1 Vanderbilt Place project.
Landmarks Preservation Commission Backlog Project. 
The following buildings in Murray Hill/Curry Hill were 
reviewed by the LPC on February 23, but they were not 
designated as landmarks and were removed from the 
calendar: 150 East 38th Street House. Research File. This 
building has had extensive alterations and is not a candidate 
based on architectural merit, but it has historical merit based 
on having housed the studios of sculptors Gutzon Borglum 
and John Angel. President Chester A Arthur House, 
123 Lexington Avenue.  Chester A. Arthur was the 21st 
president of the United States from 1881-1885, assuming the 
presidency after the assassination of James A. Garfield. He 
took the oath of office in this building in 1882, and returned 
to it after leaving the presidency. The building’s lower floors 
have been extensively altered. 

Updates on Proposed Zoning  continued from page 1

as landlords have been accused of dumping their property 
taxes onto small business owners and multiplying rents by 
four or five upon lease expiration.
December 10, 2015, Gothamist.com in Food, “Inside The 
Campbell Apartment, Grand Central’s Hidden Historic 
Bar,” by Jen Carlson. 
December 4, 2015, Wall Street Journal, “New York City 
Zoning Plan Is Under Fire,” by Josh Dawsey.
December 4, 2015, capitalnewyork.com, “Amid citywide 
resistance, de Blasio does damage control on housing plan,” 
by Sally Goldenberg.
December 3, 2015, Manhattan Express, “Chronic M5 Bus 
Bottlenecks Lead to Proposed North-South Route Split in 
Midtown” by Jackson Chen. The MTA is proposing splitting 
the M5 (5th Avenue downtown) route into 2 sections, where 
the north section would terminate at 37th Street between 
5th & 6th Avenue and the south section would begin at 38th 
Street between 5th & 6th. The M5 buses would make a loop 
around 37th and 38th Streets to make the turns. The MTA is 
gathering input from community boards.
November 12, 2015, Nextdoor Murray Hill (social media 
site), 132 Madison Avenue (31st Street), posted by Anoop 
Punjabi. The Bowery Mission’s headquarters at 132 Madison 
Avenue is making way for a new 53-story residential tower 
developed by J.D. Carlisle Development. It’s just one of more 
than a dozen properties along East 30th Street and Madison 
that J.D. is assembling for the site.
November 12, 2015, NYmag.com, “A Preview Tour of New 
York’s First Micro-Unit Apartment Building,” by Wendy 
Goodman. See the slideshow of Carmel Place, located at 335 
East 27th Street. As the city’s first modular micro-apartment 
building, with 55 units ranging from 260 to 360 square 
feet, it is forging the way toward changing the city’s zoning 
laws, which currently require residential units to be at least 
400 square feet and the density number of units allowed in 
one building. Forty percent of the units in the building are 
designated for affordable housing, with prices that range 
from $950 to $1,492 a month. The market-rate studios start 
at $2,000. Follow-up note: 11/25/15: 60,000 people have 
applied for these apartments according to NY1 TV News.

Murray Hill in the News  continued from page 19The MHNA Joins New Yorkers for a 
Human Scale City
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association has joined the 
coalition New Yorkers for a Human Scale City. This is an 
informal group of neighborhood associations and individuals 
that are concerned about the  proliferation of dramatically 
over-scaled buildings that ignore the historic context of our 
city. They are calling upon the Mayor and City Council to 
prioritize and develop zoning changes, height restrictions, 
demolition moratoria, strengthened environmental review 
processes, and to implement regulatory reforms and laws to 
guide future development towards a human-scaled future – 
one that protects rather than destroys New York’s historic 
fabric. Visit their Facebook page:  HSC’s Letter against the 
Zoning for Quality & Affordability plan. 
HSC website: www.humanscale.nyc.
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is also a partner 
with the Historic Districts Council.
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