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Stop by and chat with members of the Preservation and 
Design Committee. They will be glad to discuss issues ranging 
from the expansion of the Murray Hill Historic District to 
the proposed East Side Rezoning initiative. They will also 
sponsor a Walking Tour of Murray Hill — a perennial 

favorite activity of the Festival. 
One of the hardest working 
groups in the Association, 
the Preservation and Design 
Committee has sponsored many 
wonderful and fascinating events 
for the benefit of the members of 
the Association. Neighborhood 
walking tours, concerts, and 
tours of some of the wonderful 
historic buildings and churches 

in Murray Hill are among the activities sponsored by the 
Committee. Please stop by and visit them on Festival Day. 
You’ll find it very interesting and well worth the time spent. 

As always, there will be a Book Table with many titles which 
you can browse and purchase. We are always grateful for 

One hundred and fifty-one buildings 
in Murray Hill have recently been add-
ed to the distinguished National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. We celebrate 
this fantastic success, the result of 
years of work by MHNA’s Preservation 
& Design Committee. It brings Mur-
ray Hill’s total to 250 buildings listed 
on the National Register!

However good as this is, our architec-
turally rich neighborhood needs the 
added protection granted by expan-
sion of the New York City designated 
Murray Hill Historic District, which 
now excludes the 151 buildings recent-
ly recognized by the National Register. 

And in some cases, the City’s historic 
district designation can be even more 
important than the prestigious nation-
al recognition. If we can succeed in ex-
panding our Historic District, we will 
have further protection of our neigh-
borhood. For example, if the Sheraton 
Russell Hotel at 37th Street and Park 
Avenue had been part of the Historic 
District, rather than just being on the 
National Register of Historic Places, it 
could have been saved from demoli-
tion.

Expansion of the Historic District to 
include the 151 newly listed buildings 
is especially crucial right now because 

of the increasing commercialization of 
the neighborhood and the Midtown 
East Rezoning Plan, which is on hold 
but will no doubt be revived.

The proposal for expansion of the His-
toric District has been presented to 
the New York City Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission. We have the sup-
port of Community Board #6, noted 
preservationists, and elected officials 
who represent our historic neighbor-
hood.

We need the voices of friends and 
neighbors like you to lend added sup-

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is thrilled to 
announce the upcoming Murray Hill Street Festival, “A 
Taste of Murray Hill,” will be on Saturday, June 7th.  As in 
past years, the location will be the west side of Park Avenue, 
between 34th and 40th Streets. The festivities will begin at 
11:00 AM and run until 6:00 PM.
There will be merchandise 
vendors, local area retailers, 
food, entertainment, and various 
cultural activities. 
This is a wonderful opportunity 
to come out and enjoy a great 
day in beautiful Murray Hill!
The Festival itself will open at 
11:00 AM and the entertainment 
will begin at noon. Big Band singers along with blues 
instrumentalists and folk/rock guitarists have signed on to 
provide us with a pleasant and enjoyable atmosphere as we 
stroll Park Avenue and sample the wares of vendors from all 
over the region. Local area restaurants have been invited to 
offer some representative dishes from their menus and they 
are always a real treat!

Photo courtesy: Sami Steigmann
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From the President’s Desk
Diane Bartow
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Finally, spring is in the air.  This has been a very long and difficult winter, and 
I think we can all agree that the arrival of spring is most welcome!  I look for-
ward to green leaves on our trees, budding red tulips and warmth in the air.
The Association has been very busy working on the following:

1. New City Administration’s Relationship with Murray Hill.
2. East Side Rezoning.
3. Expansion of the Murray Hill Historic District.
4. Third Avenue Public Safety.
5. Bike Safety and Enforcement.
6. Ongoing Transportation and Traffic Issues.
7. Street Vendor Carts.

We are all hard at work evaluating the damage that the severe winter in-
flicted on Murray Hill’s greenery.  This will take some time due to the ground 
remaining frozen.  Clean up dates have been set to ensure the neighborhood 
is as clean as possible.
The Association is studying the sale of 9-11 Park Avenue, which was put on 
the market in February.  We are also monitoring the bell ringing from the 
church on Park Avenue.
We are continuing to upgrade and expand the MHNA’s website and Face-
book page.
MHNA will soon begin the process for selecting new Trustees.  If you are 
interested in serving on the Board, please submit your biography and com-
munity interests via mail to Murray Hill Neighborhood Association, P.O. 
Box 1897, Murray Hill Station, New York, New York 10156-1897, or through 
our website, www.MurrayHillNYC.org.
If you have the time and are committed to our community, please consider 
becoming a Trustee and working with us to keep Murray Hill a highly desir-
able place to live, work, and visit.  If you would like to get involved, but not 
as a Trustee, you may want to join one of our working committees devoted to 
greening, preservation, membership or general quality of life issues.  I have 
said it before: one person really can make a difference… let it be you!
I hope to see you at our Annual Street Fair on June 7th.  Join your neighbors 
to celebrate this wonderful neighborhood, enjoy a treat at the Bake Table, 
take a walking tour, pick up something special at the Silent Auction, or buy 
a book at our Book Table.  Just come out and enjoy the company of your 
neighbors and listen to some great music.  Let us all support Murray Hill to 
keep it the wonderful neighborhood that it is.
Lastly, I hope you have enjoyed the events we planned this year: the Comedy 
Club, Valentine’s “Love Your Neighborhood” Party, and the Ballet.  Please let us 
know that you had a great time, or if you would like more information about 
certain issues and activities, go to our website, www.MurrayHill NYC.org. 

http://
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.MurrayHillNYC.org
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Thank you to all our loyal members for your membership.  
Because of you and our dedicated and hard-working Trust-
ees, our neighborhood is truly a special place to live. 

News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association

Fred Arcaro, President

Developer JDS’s two-building project at 625 First Avenue 
just completed installation of the major support columns 
for the buildings.  An interesting feature is that JDS plans to 
construct a three-level bridge connecting the east and west 
towers, located between the 27th and 29th floors.  The east 
tower will be 37-stories and west tower will be 47-stories, 
with a total of more than 830 units.  
A Community Board 6 (CB 6) Construction Task Force has 
been formed to address community concerns arising from 
the project.  The task force received complaints that work 
was occurring after normal construction hours.  While JDS 
did obtain proper Department of Buildings (DOB) permits 
to work during non-normal working hours, there is a bill 
(Intro 1183) in the City Council sponsored by Council Mem-
bers Rosie Mendez and Dan Garodnick that would make it 
more difficult for contractors to obtain after-working hours 
construction permits.  CB 6 will take up the issue at its next 
Board meeting.
The new expanded NYU Langone Medical Center Emer-
gency Department will be operational by the end of April or 
beginning of May of this year.  
The NYU Langone Medical Center presented to CB 6’s Land 
Use Committee its updated plans for the Kimmel Pavilion 
Building.  The new features include new flood mitigation 
measures resulting from the aftermath of Sandy.  In addition, 
a state-of-the-art data center will incorporate the Kimmel Pa-
vilion Building with medical information from all other med-
ical facilities of the NYU Langone Medical Center.  When the 
Kimmel Pavilion Building is complete, which is planned for 
the end of 2017, CB 6’s Transportation Committee will con-
sider making 33rd Street between Second and First Avenues a 
two-way street, with the hope that it would reduce vehicular 
traffic going into the medical center on First Avenue.
The Transportation Committee of CB 6 is proposing at least 
26 intersections it considers dangerous for the Department 
of Transportation to study and devise street configurations 
that would improve safety.  The list can be revised as needed 
and upon getting input from the community.  There is no 
deadline as to when the public must inform CB 6 of a dan-
gerous intersection for inclusion in the study.  
There are no new developments on the proposed 25th Street 
Sanitation Department garage project.  There is still a great 
deal of community opposition to the project.
There is no movement on the Solow project located between 

38th and 41st Streets and First Avenue except that on the 
west side of 38th Street and First Avenue (685 First Ave.) a 
parking garage has resumed business.  However, there are 
other developers interested in the property with plans that 
could require a new Uniform Land Use Review Procedure 
process for approval of such a project.
The City Council is considering a bill (Intro 1135) that would 
require shoppers to pay at least 10 cents for each plastic bag 
when buying groceries.  The proposed law would allow re-
usable bags for shopping.  If you have concerns about this, 
contact your elected officials.

320 Lexington Ave (btw 38th & 39th) 212-213-0042 www.blackshackburger.com

Save the Date!

Murray Hill Street Festival
Saturday, June 7th

West side of Park Avenue, 
 btw. 34th - 40th Streets

11 am - 6 pm

Murray Hill Re-Openings

Astro Gallery of Gems
417 Fifth Avenue (between 37th and 38th)

Tel: 212-889-9000

Sarge’s
548 3rd Avenue (between 36th and 37th)

Tel: 212-679-0442

PASTEUR PHARMACY
53 EAST 34TH ST. 806 LEXINGTON AVE.
NY, NY 10016 CORNER 62 / LEX.
TEL. 212-683-3838 NY, NY 10065
FAX. 212-684-0357 TEL. 212-838-2500
FAX. 212-679-3123 FAX. 212-888-3128

LEON TARASENKO, RPH
MAGGIE MAVROMATIS, RPH 212-683-0408
STEVEN SCHIMMEL, RPH Fax 212-689-6240

 PASTPHARM@AOL.COM

http://www.murrayhilnyc.org
mailto:PASTPHARM@AOL.COM
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Members’ Corner

Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association

Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level I have 
indicated below:  My check is enclosed, payable to

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
o $35 Individual o $50 Couple

o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)

o $25 Young Professional (to age 40) o $60 Business/Professional

o $100 Patron  o $250 Guardian o $500 Benefactor

I want to make an additional contribution:  $ 
Additional contributions will be acknowledged in our Newsletter.
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _____________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________

Second Name (couples) _______________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________

Company __________________________________________

Address ________________________________Apt  ________

City _______________________State _____ Zip ___________

Home Phone ________________________________________

Cell/Other Phone ____________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897



New Members
Aimee Lee Ball
Shirley Bertner
Lauren Chao
Alvin Hall
Terri Hyland & 
          Donald Lipski
Donna Malech
Walter Marter & 
          Joan Marter
Richard McCarrick
Helen Mecs

New York Society of the  
          New Club
Matthew Resnick
Caren Rossi
Leni M. Silverstein
Marilyn Spielman
Paula Thompson

New Business Members
Amateur Comedy Club
Hill and Bay
North America Eatery Inc.
as of 4/6/2014

wants to be your 
year-round dining “go to” 
for LUNCH • DINNER • 

BRUNCH •
OUTDOOR CAFE

 
10oz. Pat LaFrieda Grill House Burger

Smoked Salmon Bruschetta
Spicy Spinach Meatballs
Baked Mac & Cheese 

Seasonal Cocktails
...and Housemade desserts  

Try us with the offer below, 
we know you will like us!

 offer valid Mon-Wed, 
dine-in only

 expires 12/1/14

10%

OFF
FOOD

Visit us at hillandbay.com
Like us at facebook.com/hillandbay
Follow us on twitter @hillandbay

581 2nd Avenue (Corner of 32nd St and 2nd Ave) 
212.245.5554 • hillandbay.com

Monday • 11:30 AM-10 PM
Tuesday to Thursday • 11:30 AM-11 PM

Friday • 11:30 AM-12 AM
Saturday • 11 AM-12 AM 
Sunday • 11 AM-10 PM

Plan your private party at Hill and Bay, 
call Angelic at 212.245.5554.

Join or Renew online!
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org, to join or renew your 
membership online. There, you can also keep up to 
date on events and other newsworthy items.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
www.murrayhillnyc.org
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Thank you to everyone whose generous support has made 
our book table at the Festival a great success year after year.  
This year we would like to share some guidelines for those 
interested in donating books that we think will help make 
the book table an even greater success!  
Books we have found to be great sellers:
•	 Newer	hardcover	fiction	books
•	 Biographies
•	 New	York	Times	Bestsellers	put	out	in	the	past	two	or	

three years (both hardcover and paperback)
•	 Cookbooks	/	Specialty	Craft	books	(crocheting,	 

knitting, etc.)
•	 Children’s	books	
•	 Travel	books	put	out	in	the	past	two	to	three	years
•	 Dictionaries

The following books, unfortunately, do not sell well:

PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE THESE IN YOUR DONA-
TIONS
•	 Paperback	romances	(sorry,	but	each	year	we	 

consistently sell none of these)
•	 Computer	help	books	that	are	older	than	a	year	old
•	 Encyclopedias
•	 Magazines	
•	 Almost	anything	more	than	three	years	old	(unless	 

biographies, children’s books or classic novels)
We will be collecting books at the side entrance of 303 East 
37th Street, which is located just south of The Townhouse 
Diner on Second Avenue between 37th and 38th Streets at 
the following dates and times:

➢ Saturday, April 26 from 10:30 to noon
➢ Thursday, May 1 from 6:30 to 7:30
➢ Saturday, May 3 from 10:30 to noon

Thank you for your continuing support of the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association.  

Information for Street Festival Book 
Donations 

By Tom Horan, Street Festival Chair

Did you know... 

-Eleanor Delano Roosevelt was confirmed at Incarna-
tion and her marriage is recorded at the church. 

-Six of Incarnation’s stained glass windows are from 
Tiffany studios. 

-Incarnation is a part of the “Broad Church Move-
ment” which aims to integrate new scientific and po-
litical thinking into Christian theology, while holding 
on to warm and beautiful traditional worship. 

-A memorial sculpture and the wood carvings at the 
front of the church are by Daniel Chester French, the 
same sculptor who created the Minuteman Statue and 
the Lincoln Memorial. 

209 Madison Avenue at East Thirty-Fifth Street  
(212) 689-6350 /info@churchoftheincarnation.org 

www.churchoftheincarnation.org 

Living Faith. 
Join us at Church of the Incarnation.   

Proud resident of Murray Hill 
for 20 years specializing in 

co-op, condo, townhouse and 
investment properties.

You Deserve the Best

Barbara M. Sagan
Lic. Associate RE Broker 

(o) 212.937.7006
bms@corcoran.com

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 660 Madison Ave, NY, 
NY 10065. Real estate agents affiliated with The Corcoran Group are independent 
contractor sales associates and are not employees of The Corcoran Group.   

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
Madison Avenue between 36th and 37th Streets
Visions and Nightmares: Four Centuries of Spanish Drawings, through 
May 10, 2014.  This is the first exhibit of Spanish drawings at the 
Morgan, with over 20 sheets from the 16th-19th century.

A Collective Invention: Photographs at Play, through May 18, 2014.  
This is the first exhibition by the Morgan’s new Department of 
Photography. Included are 85 photographic works linking images 
and historical periods which draw on a wide range of topics, like folk 
art, conceptual art, astronomy and law enforcement, and range from 
photography’s beginnings in the 1830’s to the present.

A Dialogue With Nature: Romantic Landscapes from Britain and 
Germany, May 30 - Sept. 7, 2014.  37 works from the Morgan (German 
drawings) and London’s Courtauld Gallery (British works) explore 
the two central elements of the Romantic landscape: observation 
of the natural world and imagination. Among artists shown are: 
Caspar David Friedrich, Thos. Gainsborough, J.M.W. Turner, John 
Constable.

Miracles in Miniature: The Art of The Master of Claude de France, 
May 30 - Sept. 14, 2014.  The Master of Claude de France was one 
of the last great French illuminators, who flourished in Tours 
from ca. 1508-20. The Morgan recently acquired much of Claude 
Master’s work, of which two dozen items will be displayed, along 
with 12 newly discovered calendar miniatures and some works 
from loans and private collections. The centerpiece of this exhibit 
is the Prayer Book of Claude de France, one of two tiny jewel-like 
manuscripts the Queen of France personally commissioned at the 
time of her coronation in 1517. It measures 2¾ x 2 in. and includes 
132 miniatures.

Marks of Genius: Treasures from the Bodleian Library, June 6 - Sept. 
14, 2014.  This exhibit presents some of the greatest achievements 
of human creativity, from the beginning of recorded information 
to the industrial era from Oxford University’s Bodleian Library. 
Featured are about 60 rare objects from diverse disciplines, such as 
the oldest book written in English, papyri of Sappho’s poems, a 13th 
century manuscript of the Magna Carta and Mary Shelley’s draft of 
“Frankenstein.”

The New York Public Library
42nd Street and Fifth Avenue
The Stephen A. Schwarzman Building

The ABC of It: Why Children’s Books Matter, through Sept. 7, 2014, 
Gottesman Exhibition Hall.  Over 250 items from the Library’s 
collections explore the history and impact of children’s literature on 
readers of all ages from the 1600’s to now, with colorful artwork, 
letters, and recordings. An innovative presentation.

Over Here: WWI and the Fight for the American Mind, July 28, 2014-
Feb. 15, 2015, Wachenheim III Gallery, Main Floor. This exhibit 
marks the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of WWI. It focuses on 
the war on the American home front, showing how public relations, 
propaganda and mass media were used to shape and control public 
opinion, as well as examining social and political issues.

Below are some FREE special events. Details at http://www.nypl.
org/events/programs. 
Wed. May 7, 6-8 pm: Publish your Photography Book. (Artist Career 

Development Series).
Wed. May 14, 6-8 pm:  Landscape in Contemporary Art (Art & 
Literature Series Event). 
Wed. May 21, 6-8 pm:  Vox Vernacular. Performance of Tony Oursler’s 
unusual installations. 
Wed. May 28, 6-8 pm:  Artist Fred Tomaselli discusses his new book  

Following are some events from LIVE from the NYPL series. $25; 
$15 Srs. 60+, NYPL members, students.
Tues. May 20, 7 pm:  Artists Kara Walker and Jad Abumrad discuss 
themes of race, gender, violence and other complex issues in modern 
art.
Tues. June 3, 7 pm:  Fiction writers Rivka Galchen and Karen Russell.
Wed. June 4, 7 pm:  Filmmaker John Waters’ new book about 
hitchhiking across U.S.  
Wed. June 6, 7 pm:  Knausgaard, on his controversial multi-volume 
autobiography.
Mon. June 9, 7 pm:  Author Nathaniel Rich’s novel “Odds Against 
Tomorrow”. 
Tues. June 10, 7 pm:  Geoff Dyer on his book “Another Great Day at 
Sea,” on the complexities of life on board a U.S. aircraft carrier. 

Check the NYPL website for more special events after June.

These are only some of the on-going lectures on a variety of 
topics. If you haven’t taken the free tour of the library’s history and 
architecture, it’s time to do so! For info about exhibits, lectures, and 
tours contact: www.nypl.org/schwarzman; 917-275-6975. Also check 
SIBL (5th Ave. & 34th St.) and Mid-Manhattan (5th Ave. & 40th St.) for 
their schedules of free lectures and computer classes. 

CUNY Graduate Center
Fifth Avenue between 34th and 35th Streets
During the summer, activities take a vacation, but here are a few 
events during the late spring:

Music in Midtown
FREE lunchtime concerts  Thursdays 1:00 pm by doctorate level 
participants, renowned faculty and guest artists. No tickets or 
reservations required. Elebash Recital Hall, Main Floor. 
May 15, 2014:  Chamber music performances by gifted doctoral 
candidates and guests. Included are Brahms Clarinet Trio in A 
Minor, Op. 114; Mendelssohn String Quartet No. 3 in D Major, Op. 
44, No. 1, and other works. (This is the final program of the season 
until the fall).

Initiative For The Theoretical Sciences
Tues., May 6, 6:30 pm, Elebash Recital Hall (Main Fl.) FREE.
Lecture:  Curiosity, Understanding and Utility.

Martin E. Segal Theatre Center
Main Floor. Innovative International Theatre Presentations. FREE. 
Thurs. May 8, 6:30 pm: Creative Placemaking: Rip Rapson and Jamie 
Bennett.
Mon. May 12, 6:30 pm: Edwin Booth Award: Honoring Elevator 
Repair Service.
Mon. May 19, 6:30 pm: Anne Bogart’s What’s the Story: Essays about 
art, theater and storytelling.
Wed. May 21,10 am-8 pm: The Dramaturg/Producer: A Symposium.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.nypl.org/events/programs
http://www.nypl.org/events/programs
http://www.nypl.org/schwarzman
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Arts, Culture & Leisure

Fashion New York
Thurs. May 8, 6:30 pm. Elebash Recital Hall (Main Fl.) FREE

Live @ 365 World Music Series
All concerts 7 pm, Elebash Recital Hall, Main Floor. www.liveat365.
showclix.com; tickets: 212-817-8215. Concerts are $25 ($20 for 
members).
Thurs. June 5, 7 pm: The Art of the Duo: Kinan Azmeh and Dinuk 
Wijeratn.

For more information: www.gc.cuny.edu/events. 212-817-8215. 
Become a member for ticket discounts and special events with 
receptions: www.gc.cuny.edu/membership.htm; 212-817-7130. 

Scandinavia House
Park Avenue between 37th and 38th Streets
Exhibits: 
Sámi Stories – Art and Identity of an Arctic People:  May 10-Aug. 2, 
2014. FREE.
This exhibit examines the history, identity, politics and visual culture 
of these indigenous people of Finland, Norway, Sweden and Russia’s 
Kola Peninsula from the 17th century to the present. Featured are 
contemporary art and traditional crafts.  Third Floor Gallery, Tues.-
Sat. 12-6 pm; Wed. to 7 pm.

Sámi Stories – Symposium:  Sat. afternoon, May 10, 2014. Hours 
TBA. An in-depth perspective of this indigenous culture with a 
panel discussion of artists from Northern Norway Art Museum.

Journeys Through Arctic Art and Folk Culture: Saturdays 2-3:30 pm 
through June 14.  (Not May 24).
For children 6-11. $12 ($10 ASF Members).  Series pass: $68 ($56 
ASF Members)  Inspired by the Sámi Stories exhibit, children will 
create projects with mixed media, textiles and natural materials.

Kids &Families:
Heimbold Family Children’s Playing & Learning Center:  Saturdays 
12-5; $15 ea; free ASF Members; Tues.-Fri. 10 am-5 pm for ASF 
Members.  Ages toddlers and up. Children must walk on their own.

Saturday Morning Storytelling: Sat. 11 am. May 10 (last session for 
season).  Ages 5+. FREE.
Summer quiets down. Check for full schedule in the Fall. 

Concerts:
Keyboard Conversations with Pianist Jeffrey Siegel:   
Thurs. 8 pm.  $20 ($15 ASF mem.) 
May 8, 2014: Mistresses and Masterpieces. (Passionate music inspired 
by the composers’ “significant others”). This is the last of 4 concerts 
for the season until the fall.

Music on Park Avenue with Swedish Pianist Per Tengstrand: Thurs. 8 
pm; pre-concert talk 7:15
May 15 and May 29, the final two (of three) concerts of Beethoven 
Sonatas. $20 ($15 ASF Members).

Films:  
New Nordic Cinema: Through May 16. Wed. 7 pm, Fri. 6:30 pm. $10 
($7 ASF Members).
Check the Scandinavia House website for plans for summer film series. 

Check out the fabulous gift shop and Smörgås Restaurant, open for 
brunch, lunch, dinner, snacks, coffee/tea and combination deals with 

certain films, concerts and other events (212-847-9745).

For details contact www.scandinaviahouse.org or 212-779-3587. To 
receive on-going info, leave your email address on right: “Join the 
Scandinavia House e-list...”  Visit Facebook page, stop by in person and 
become a member.  Contact: www.amscan.org/membership or above 
phone no., ext. 715.

Bryant Park
Daily Activities: 
Le Carousel:  All year. $2 a ride. Great for children’s parties. Free 
weekend lunch programs. June-Aug. 
Ping Pong:  Apr.-Sept. 11 - 7; Oct.-Nov. 11-6. Tournaments.  
Chess, backgammon, checkers, Scrabble:  Apr.-Oct. 11-7. Mon.-Sat.  
Small fee.  
Reading Room:  April-Oct. 11-7 daily. Writers’ talks; book clubs; kids’ 
activities. 
Birding Tours: 42nd St. & 6th Ave.  Thurs. May 1, 5-6 pm; Mon. May 6, 
8-9 am;  May-Sept. 
Juggling:  42nd St. & Plaza. Thurs. May 1, 12 - 1; Fri. May 2, 12 - 1; 
Sat. May 3, 12 - 3. Check for later dates into fall. 
Fencing:  Fri. 1 - 2 pm through June 6.  Fifth Avenue Library Terrace. 
Petanque:  French game of “boules.” Mon. - Fri. 11-6 (weather 
permitting), through Oct. Players throw metal balls as close as 
possible to a smaller wooden ball, “cochonnet.”  For info: Mr. Ernesto 
Santos, La Boule New Yorkaise.  Email: info@labouleny.com. 
Salsa:  Tuesdays starting May 6.  5:30-6:30 pm  Broadway between 
34-35 Sts. 

Free Music & Signature Events: 
Piano at lunch:  Mon.-Fri., May-Sept. Top New York pianists.
Broadway at lunch:  Thurs.  July-Aug.  On and off-Broadway musi-
cal performances. 
After work jazz and singer-songwriter concerts:  Wed. 6 pm, June-
Aug. 
HBO Film Festival:  Mon. evenings about 9 pm, June-Aug. Largest 
outdoor classic film festival in the U.S. 
Reel Talks:  Precedes films, Mon. 7 pm. 
Breakfast Briefings With Business Executives From Top U.S. Com-
panies:  May-Aug., last Tues. of month. 
Word for Word Financial:  All about money by experts.   
Every other Tues. lunchtime, June-Aug.

Food and Drink: 
Southwest Porch:  Bar/café 40th St. and 6th Ave. Recent-
ly renovated. ‘witchcraft food kiosks: Open daily all year.  
Casual fare. 
Bryant Park Grill:  Spring, summer, fall.  Outdoor patio and rooftop 
seating.  Café:  Apr.-Oct.  Popular evening bar.
Check out activites and events all year at www.bryantpark.org or 
212-768-4242, Bryant Park’s Facebook, Twitter, blog, weekly news-
letter, eblasts and brochures in the park.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.liveat365.showclix.com
http://www.liveat365.showclix.com
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/events. 212-817-8215
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/membership.htm
http://www.scandinaviahouse.org
http://www.amscan.org/membership
mailto:info@labouleny.com
www.bryantpark.org
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Reprinted from the Spring issue of The Southern Jewish Historical Society 
newsletter.

Enid Klass Exhibit at the Dallas Jewish  
Historical Society

What’s a girl to do? In the early 1950s options for girls 
were less plentiful than they later became.  After col-
lege Enid Klass took a summer job in sales back in 
Dallas, at the flagship Neiman-Marcus store. It was a 
smart decision. She soon switched to an administrative 
position that turned into a lasting role working directly 
with store president Stanley Marcus, the eldest son and 
successor to store co-founder Herbert Marcus.

Her job was exciting but demanding as Klass assisted 
Marcus in numerous matters, including handling the 
many personal requests and letters from around the 
world that came his way. But although he urged her to 
stay, Klass felt drawn to New York.  “My career path 
was as an art, editorial, and historical researcher, “ she 
relates. She retired in 1998 after serving as a research 
consultant to clients in publishing, television, and the 
corporate world.

The Dallas Jewish Historical Society has been the for-
tunate recipient of  Klass’s personal collection related 
to her time at Neiman Marcus and her lasting contact 
with the Marcus fami.y. Some 40 items from the Enid 
Klass Neiman Marcus Collection may be viewed at 
the Aaron Family Jewish Community Center in Dal-
las. The exhibit records a time when Neiman Marcus 
had moved beyond a solely Texas presence and had 
edged onto the national and international scene. It fea-
tures autographed copies of  Stanley Marcus’s books, 
mementos from travels to Europe and special events 
in New York, letters, postcards, and other ephemera. 
One special treasure is a gorgeous silk scarf  designed 
by Stanley Marcus, with a gold-colored border fram-
ing elaborate portraits of  18th century tradesmen taken 
from his personal collection of  French prints.

For further information contact Debra Polsky, director 
of  the DJHS, at 
dpolsky@djhs.org 
or Alexis Fergu-
son, archivist, afer-
guson@djhs.org.

Enid Klass in New 
York speaking at 
a Murray Hill 
N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Association event 
at the Polish Con-
sulate.

Enid Klass Exhibit at the Dallas Jewish Historical Society

What’s a girl to do? In the early 1950s options for girls were less plentiful than they later 
became. After college Enid Klass took a summer job in sales back in Dallas, at the 
flagship Neiman-Marcus store. It was a smart decision. She soon switched to an 
administrative position that turned into a lasting role working directly with store president 
Stanley Marcus, the eldest son and successor to store co-founder Herbert Marcus. 

Her job was exciting but demanding as Klass assisted Marcus in numerous matters, 
including handling the many personal requests and letters from around the world that 
came his way. But although he urged her to stay, Klass felt drawn to New York. “My 
career path was as an art, editorial, and historical researcher,” she relates. She retired in 
1998 after serving as a research consultant to clients in publishing, television, and the 
corporate world.

The Dallas Jewish Historical Society has been the fortunate recipient of Klass’s personal 
collection related to her time at Neiman Marcus and her lasting contact with the Marcus 
family. Some 40 items from the Enid Klass Neiman Marcus Collection may be viewed at 
the Aaron Family Jewish Community Center in Dallas. The exhibit records a time when 
Neiman Marcus had moved beyond a solely Texas presence and had edged onto the 
national and international scene. It features autographed copies of Stanley Marcus’s 
books, mementos from travels to Europe and special events in New York, letters, 
postcards, and other ephemera. One special treasure is a gorgeous silk scarf designed by 
Stanley Marcus, with a gold-colored border framing elaborate portraits of 18th century 
tradesmen taken from his personal collection of French prints. 

For further information contact Debra Polsky, director of the DJHS, at dpolsky@djhs.org 
or Alexis Ferguson, archivist, aferguson@djhs.org.

Enid Klass in New York City speaking at Murray Hill Neighborhood Association event at  
Polish Consulate

Murray Hill and Gramercy to Get 
Much-Needed Full-Day Pre-K Seats

Full-day pre-K options are finally coming to Murray Hill 
and Gramercy.

The Department of Education approved two full-day pre-K 
sections at P.S. 116 and one full-day section at P.S. 40 to open 
in the fall, according to DOE officials.

“This is major for the neighborhood,” said Marlowe Bam-
berger, chair of the PTA at P.S. 116. “Other than the half-day 
pre-K classes at P.S. 281, there are no other pre-K options in 
the neighborhood.”

In an area of Manhattan’s District 2 that some education ad-
vocates have called a “pre-K desert,” new school P.S. 281 was 
the only one in the area that offered pre-K classes this year, 
and they were only half-day sections, with 29 seats in all, ac-
cording to records.

“Frankly, so far the choice for parents [has] been a half-day 
pre-K class or nothing,” Bamberger said. “They had no other 
choice than to go private, because they couldn’t pick up their 
kids at 11:30 in the morning.”

P.S. 116 at 210 E. 33rd St., which is getting 36 more pre-K 
seats in the fall, used to offer one full-day pre-K section, but 
the school got rid of it several years ago because of over-
crowding at the school, Bamberger said.

In the last two years, the school — which saw a dip in enroll-
ment this year due to the opening of P.S. 281 and changes 
in zoning — had been pushing the DOE to bring the pre-K 
program back, she said.

P.S. 40 at 320 E. 20th St. also had a pre-K program but the 
school eliminated it last year due to overcrowding. The 
school will be getting 18 full-day pre-K seats this fall.

“It’s fantastic to serve another 54 students in this neighbor-
hood, but we’re still a long way from universal pre-K in this 
neighborhood,” said Eric Goldberg, a member of the Com-
munity Education Council for District 2. “If you think about 
the need, we’re starting down the right path, but we need to 
follow up by identifying more space for these students.”

Excerpted from an article by Heather Holland for DNAinfo.
com, April 2, 2014.

What is the good of your stars and trees, 
your sunrise and the wind, if they do not 
enter into our daily lives?

E. M. Forster

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:aferguson@djhs.org
mailto:aferguson@djhs.org
http://schools.nyc.gov/default.htm
http://www.ps116.org/
http://www.ps40pta.org/
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20140211/murray-hill/murray-hill-school-loses-100k-after-fewer-students-enroll-than-expected
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20140211/murray-hill/murray-hill-school-loses-100k-after-fewer-students-enroll-than-expected
DNAinfo.com
DNAinfo.com
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 546 3rd Ave (bet 36/37)        212-213-6445
          www.LibrettosPizzeria.com

“So good you’ll forget your manners”

15% discount
for MHNA members

Proudly feeding Murray Hill
Since 2004

FINE ART and ANTIQUES PURCHASED

Maggie Milgrim
Handling Murray Hill residents with 

care for 16 years

Paintings, Single Items, Entire Estates

Call 212.447.0572
for an appointment in my office

or in your home

Your Support Keeps the Park Avenue Malls Thriving and Colorful All Year Long!
By John Chadwick

The Park Avenue Malls are a beautiful sight for all to enjoy.
The Mall Planting and Maintenance Program is primarily 
funded by the PATRONS OF PARK AVENUE (POPA), a 
generous and civic-minded group consisting of Park Avenue 
Building Owners, Co-op Boards and private contributors. 
POPA is in the midst of its Annual Fund Raising Cam-
paign now. If you don’t see your building’s name among our 
BENEFACTOR List, please urge your Board of Directors to 
join us in this vital endeavor.
BENEFACTOR ($2000/year or more)

2 Park Avenue
10 Park Avenue
20 Park Avenue
23 Park Avenue
40 Park Avenue
41 Park Avenue
90 Park Avenue
99 Park Avenue

PATRON  ($1000- $1999/year)
16 Park Avenue
80 Park Avenue

UNDERWRITERS  (up to $999/year)
For the second year in a row, we are offering a group of in-
dividuals and businesses the opportunity to underwrite the 

cost of weekly cleanings of our Malls of $500.00 per month.  
If you are interested in becoming a GARDENER, please 
contact us.   
GARDENERS

June Interiors By John Chadwick, Fine Interior Design 
Since 1976  

 212-685-8900

July Tom Horan 
In support of the Patrons of Park Avenue

August Philip Greenberg, P.C. 
 Attorney located in the heart of Murray Hill 
 212-279-4550  

and
 Cheryl Greenberg 
 Coldwell Banker/A.C. Lawrence
 Murray Hill’s Premier Real Estate Agent
 917-620-2001 
 Celebrating their August Birthdays

September Federal Home Loan Bank of New York 
101 Park Avenue 
In support of the Patrons of Park Avenue

October Sanford Hall Fine Carpeting 
200 Lexington Avenue 
212-684-4217

November AVAILABLE
December Church of the Incarnation,  

Murray Hill’s Landmark Church

January AVAILABLE
February AVAILABLE

by  John Chadwick

Specializing in quality residential 
and commercial interior design.

By appointment
212-685-8900IN

TE
R
IO
R
S

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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With the start of spring comes renewed concerns about bi-
cycle safety in Murray Hill. 
Last year, there were 1,462 bicycle injuries reported in the 
17th Precinct, which covers Murray Hill. That is a slight de-
crease from the 1,476 reported in 2012. There are still more 
than 3,500 auto accidents reported each year in the precinct, 
including 2 fatalities last year, along with 221 pedestrians in-
jured. 
Yet, statistics only tell part of the story. Auto accidents oc-
cur more frequently, but bicycles pose a larger quality of life 
issue in our neighborhood, impacting us daily as riders, pe-
destrians, or motorists.
Recent legislation passed by the City Council has addressed 
problems with delivery bikes, requiring those bicycles and 
bicyclists to identify the name of the business or restaurant 
they represent with reflective vests. These businesses are 
held accountable for any fines incurred by their bikers.  

This legislation has led to increased enforcement of traf-
fic regulations against delivery bikes.  At the same time, 
the Department of Transportation (DOT) has held over 30 
multilingual bike safety forums in an effort to educate bik-
ers about their responsibilities. Language barriers have often 
been cited as a problem between business owners and their 
delivery bikers. This is just one of the many issues DOT is 
looking to overcome when informing the public. 
While much of the focus has been centered around delivery 
bikes, there are plenty of other violations committed by local 
residents and visitors on a daily basis. 
Some of the more common violations observed in and 
around Murray Hill include not obeying traffic signals, rid-
ing against traffic, and riding on the sidewalk.  All New York 
City Traffic Rules that apply to motor-vehicles, apply to bi-
cycles as well. 
Residents are advised to report violations by calling 311, which 

Bike Safety a Priority in Murray Hill       By Matt Roberts

A page from “Bike Smart - The Official Guide to Cycling in NYC” by the DOT.  See their website at nyc.gov/bikes.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
nyc.gov/bikes
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BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com

will help provide the NYPD and City agencies with more ac-
curate statistics. These statistics will help pinpoint problem 
locations where the agencies can work together to increase 
enforcement and/or implement new safety measures. 
Bike lanes must be utilized whenever they are available, un-
less they are blocked or are otherwise obstructed. Vehicles 
are not permitted to block bicycle lanes, except during 
emergencies. However, this is far from reality, and vehicles 
frequently force bike riders onto sidewalks or into busy lanes 
of traffic – a very dangerous situation.  
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is committed 
to making Murray Hill a safe environment for bicyclists 
and motorists alike. We continue to work with Community 
Board 6, DOT, and the 17th Precinct to identify dangerous 
locations and recommend solutions that accommodate the 
needs of all.  Community residents are encouraged to voice 
their specific concerns by contacting the Association via 
phone or email.

Le Parisien French Bistrot
163 East 33rd Street 

(between 3rd and Lex.)
New York, NY 10016-4644

Murray Hill denizens experience “Paris without the airfare” at this
cozy neighborhood bistrot whose authentic Gallic menu focuses
on the basics to “tres bon” effect, attentive service and reason-
able prices offset the ultra small setting. - Zagat

212.889.5489 
www.leparisiennyc.com
Lunch  | Brunch  | Dinner

Save the Date
Sunday, May 25, 2014
New York City Ballet

George Balanchine’s Jewels, Emeralds, Rubies, Diamonds
See Future Mailing for Further Details

MURRAY HILL REAL ESTATE BROKERS

Buying/Selling/Renting/Investing...let us  
assist you in the process.  Many years of  
combined real estate selling in Manhattan  
and Murray Hill.  If you want the BEST -  

CALL US.

Estelle Meister
Licensed RE Assoc. Broker

917 450-3090
Murray Hill Resident

emeister@elliman.com

Gail Bomze
Licensed RE Salesperson

917 355-2064
gbomze@elliman.com

DOUGLAS ELLIMAN
575 Madison Avenue, 3rd fl

New York, NY  10022

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:dgbar@msn.com
mailto:emeister@elliman.com
mailto:gbomze@elliman.com
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CERTIFIED  NEGOTIATION  EXPERT 

Anoop Punjabi – Lic. RE Salesperson 

apunjabi@ccrny.com 
(212) 994-3247 / (917) 972-6009 

Trustee of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association  

Murray Hill / Kips Bay – Demand is UP 30.8% / Supply is DOWN 27.2% 

 

If you are considering 
the sale of your 

apartment or 
townhouse, the time 
is now, before rising 
interest rates reduce 
the buyers who can 
qualify. Call me to 

learn how I can help 
you get the best deal. 

Customer Service is not a 
Department ~  

It is an Attitude 

|   A    B e t t e r    R e a l    E s t a t e    E x p e r i e n c e   |                                                        

71 West 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010 

Evening at The Amateur Comedy Club       By Elaine Silber

On a snowy February 9th evening, The Preservation & De-
sign Committee sponsored a special showing at The Am-
ateur Comedy Club of the final dress rehearsal of Agatha 
Christie’s Witness For The Prosecution. This private club, 
located at 150 East 36th Street in a landmarked building in 
Sniffen Court, was founded in 1884.  The theater seats ap-
proximately 100 people and is the oldest performing club 
of its kind in the country.  The club produces three main 
productions during its October through May season and is 
only open to members and their invited guests. Some recent 
productions include The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 
and The Skin of Our Teeth. The club also hosts brunches, 
cocktail parties, dinners, musical evenings, and other social 
events throughout the year.  The season culminates with a 
grand party in June that extends outside into Sniffen Court.
After a two-hour highly entertaining performance, the au-
dience had a chance to meet the actors and members at a 
wine reception held in the upstairs Green Room. The room, 
filled with books and decorated with photographs and play-
bills from past performances, is a genuine archive of theater 
history. With the whodunit fresh in everyone’s mind, every-
body had a killer time!

The cozy, intimate setting of the club is perfect for its many 
special performances and gatherings. The multi-talented 
members act, direct, design costumes and take care of the 
lighting and music. It is evident that they do all this for the 
sheer joy of it, and their pleasure is contagious.
You do not have to be an actor to be a member of The Ama-
teur Comedy Club.  One level of membership allows sub-
scribers to attend the three major productions, cocktail par-
ties and special social events.  Another more participatory 
level gives members the opportunity to produce and act in 

the productions.  
For member-
ship and appli-
cation informa-
tion about this 
lively and active 
club please call 
Ted Andrews at 
6 4 6 - 7 6 4 - 8 7 02 
or email him 
at edandrews@
earthlink.net.

Chris Galiardo, Ted Andrews, Elaine Silber and 
Eric Kuzmuk at The Comedy Club.

Photo courtesy: Elaine Silber

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:edandrews@earthlink.net
mailto:edandrews@earthlink.net
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Since 1992, Murray Hill Medical Group, P.C. has been a leading provider of the  
highest quality and most advanced healthcare in the New York metropolitan area. 

We offer a comprehensive array of services in multiple medical specialties.

 Internal Medicine Urology Podiatry Otolaryngology
 Cardiology Sports Medicine Lipidology Rheumatology
 Endocrinology Gastroenterology Gynecology Infectious Disease
 Physiatry Dermatology Ophthalmology Pain Management

Visit our web site to learn more
www.mhmg.net

(24/7 online scheduling available to existing patients)

Property Owners are Responsible
 for Tree Guards

By Tom Horan, Vice President and Chair 
 of the Greening Committee

A number of years ago, the City of New York decided to re-
linquish responsibility for the condition of sidewalks and 
many of the structures located on sidewalks. Among those 
structures are tree beds and tree guards. As a result, property 
owners are now legally responsible for any liability arising 
from issues surrounding tree guards and sidewalks.
Since the Association spends a great deal of time and money 
repairing tree guards, we want everyone to be aware of their 
responsibilities. Therefore, before work is started on any tree 
guard repair, we will inform property owners that we will 
require them to acknowledge this responsibility by signing a 
consent form. While this will slow the repair process, it is in 
everyone’s best interest that it is done this way. 
Section 2.09 (f) of Title 34 of the Rules of the City of New 
York states that tree guards are not required. The following is 
a link to information indicating that the owner is responsible 
for maintaining the sidewalk - which includes the tree guard.  
http://www.nycgovparks.org/pagefiles/53/Tree-Planting-
Standards.pdf
We appreciate your patience and attention to this issue.

Sarge’s Has Been Proud to Have Been
a Part of Murray Hill for Almost 50 Years and is

Looking Forward to the Next 50!

NOW OPEN

www.murrayhillnyc.org
www.mhmg.net
http://www.nycgovparks.org/pagefiles/53/Tree-Planting-Standards.pdf
http://www.nycgovparks.org/pagefiles/53/Tree-Planting-Standards.pdf
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Murray Hill Author Shines Light on Visually-Impaired Artists
By Susan Demmet

20/20  BLINDSIGHT is a book by Busser Howell that is the 
first book of its kind to address the subject of visually chal-
lenged artists and their art, wherein fifteen low-sighted and 
blind working artists disclose how they make not only their 
own artwork, but experience the art of others.  It is a fully 
illustrated art book containing four full color plates of the 
work of each subject interviewed, as well as the work of the 
author.  Sculptors, photographers, print makers, and paint-
ers are included.

Howell lives in Murray Hill and has been a long-time mem-
ber of the MHNA, whose home was on the Murray Hill 
House Tour several years ago, and has participated in the 
organization’s book drive.  

At 15, Howell lost 98% of his vision, and at 40 he lost the re-
maining 2%.  What makes his story remarkable is that How-
ell is an artist—a painter, to be exact. And prior to being a 
professional, working artist in New York City, he was a part-
ner and worked 24 years in an interior design and restora-
tion business. While his story is remarkable, it is not unique.  
In fact, there are many other visually-impaired artists.  

Interviewing other blind artists to discover each person’s 
particular point of view and what kind of descriptions work 
for them, Howell’s debut is an extraordinary look into a 
world never before seen or understood from the point of 
view of the visually challenged. Beginning by examining the 
concepts of creativity, perception, touch, and accessibility, 
Howell engages the vibrant, boundless minds of 15 visually-
impaired artists to mine their thoughts, feelings, and under-
standing to piece together a common thread of experience. 
It is the artists telling their stories, their preferences and dis-
likes, and their ability, despite their blindness, to tap into 
sight’s brain-based function to see and comprehend our 
world and its contents.

An enlightening 
and fascinating 
journey into the 
true story of cre-
ativity, Howell’s 
debut exposes 
myths about 
blindness by us-
ing the words of 
those living with 
the condition. 
A view into the 
artistic process 
as seen by those 
whose vision is 
either severely 
impaired or alto-

“The Bare-backed Ballerina”, by Busser Howell. 
The sculpture is in front of Howell’s painting 
entitled “Italian Landscape”- 60” x 96”, mixed 
medium on linen.

gether absent, Howell’s impressive collection of writings and 
interviews is a probing examination of the artistic process 
and the nature of art itself. Evocative and inspiring, 20/20 
Blindsight is a deeply moving passage that documents the 
journey of visual artists as they transition from the visual 
input of the outside world to the output of their inner vision 
transcending blindness into the light of creativity.

Since its release, the book has garnered a consistent string of 
rave reviews and is available for purchase on Amazon.

JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188

neatknick51@yahoo.com

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:neatknick51@yahoo.com
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MHNA Valentine’s Party at El Rio Grande
On Sunday, February 16, 2014, the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association held its Fourth Annual Valentine’s Day “Love 
Your Neighborhood” Celebration, at El Rio Grande on 38th Street and 3rd Avenue.  A good time was had by all, as MHNA 
members, friends and neighbors enjoyed unlimited tapas, margaritas, sangria and wine, while listening to live music.  The 
well-attended annual event is a great opportunity to have a good time while supporting MHNA and celebrating what Murray 
Hill has to offer.

donations of books from Murray Hill residents. Any books 
that are cluttering your desks and closets would be welcome 
and we will take care of pick up from your lobby and delivery 
to the Festival. More information will be provided about 
which books are preferable for donation. 
Our Membership Committee will be set up and waiting to 
welcome all current and prospective members. They look 
forward to speaking with anyone desiring more information 
about the Association or wishing to join. The Committee is 
working hard to build a database of email contacts for our 
members, so be sure to come by and update your information. 
Please bring a non-member friend to the Festival and stop 
by to chat and sign them up before you adjourn to perhaps 
the most popular attraction of the Festival: The Bake Table!
 The best volunteer bakers in Murray Hill will be working 
around the clock to bring the freshest and most delicious 
baked goods to the Festival. Come by the Bake Table and 
enjoy a delicious pastry and cup of hot coffee. I can assure 
you that it is well worth the visit! We can always use more 
help with this effort along with donations of baked goods. If 
you would like to donate or volunteer, please contact Paula 
Gilliam at 212-532-3292.
Many of our local merchants donate merchandise and 
services to the Association, and we award them to the 
highest bidder at our Silent Auction. In past years we have 
auctioned off ocean cruises, dance lessons, Mets baseball 
tickets, pub crawls, cooking classes, overnight stays in 
Murray Hill hotels, and various other items. Come by the 
table and see what is being offered at this year’s auction.  I 
think you might be surprised at the quality and variety of 
prizes.  Make a bid - who knows, you just might win!

So, feeling lucky? Stop by and take a chance at the 50/50 
drawing. Buy a ticket and you can win half the pot! The 
other half goes to the MHNA to continue its important work 
in the neighborhood.
One of the most essential things any community group can 
do is to help take care of its neediest members. Through 
H.O.N.E.Y. (Help Our Neighbors Eat Year-round) we 
accomplish that goal. Each Thanksgiving, association 
members pack and deliver dozens of turkey dinners to many 
of our neighbors who might otherwise have to go without. 
Please seek out the table staffed by H.O.N.E.Y. volunteers and 
thank them for everything they do. It is very important work.
The Murray Hill Street Festival is a wonderful opportunity 
to get out and listen to music, meet new people, enjoy 
your neighborhood, eat a doughnut, dance, hang out with 
neighbors, learn a bit of local history, get your face painted, 
win a prize, learn more about the Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association, and much more! 
Come join us on June 7th from 11am until 6pm.
See you on Park Avenue!

Street Festival – continued from page 1

Doctor of Optometry on Staff
Membership discount 15%

Photos Courtesy of Sami Steigmann

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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What’s the Difference Between a Historic District 
and the National Register of Historic Places?

A Historic District is an area of the city that has 
been designated by the New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission as having special char-
acter or a special historical or aesthetic interest 
that gives it a distinct “sense of place.” Historic 
Districts range in size from small groups of historic 
buildings to areas containing hundreds of proper-
ties. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a list 
carefully researched by the National Park Service. 
To be placed on the list, a building or site must be 
of local, state, or national importance and, there-
fore, considered worthy of preservation.

 

   I SUPPORT EXPANSION OF MURRAY HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT      

 NAME:  
 
ADDRESS: 
 
E-MAIL and/or TEL#: 

Please send your response to:
 Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

 Susan Demmet, Chair P & D
 211 East 35th Street, Apt. 3E

NYC, NY 10016

    

Picture Courtesy of The Museum of the City of New York.

Saving Our Historic Neighborhood – continued from page 1

port for the proposal. You can make a difference! Please log 
onto the MHNA website http://www.murrayhillnyc.org and 
sign the petition or you can access the petition directly at 
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/petition. 

Murray Hill’s Namesake: The Mary and Robert Murray Home
By The Preservation and Design Committee

Murray Hill derives its name from the Murray family, 18th-
century Quaker merchants mainly concerned with shipping 
and overseas trade. Robert Murray (1721–1786), the family 
patriarch, was born in County Armagh, Ireland, immigrat-
ed to Pennsylvania in 1732, and came to New York in 1753. 
He quickly established himself as a merchant and eventu-
ally owned more shipping tonnage than any other New 
Yorker. In the 1750s Murray rented land from the city for 
a large house and farm. His expansive house sat in an area 
called Inclenberg, which was later popularly called Murray 
Hill. He named the home Belmont. The home was built on 
a since-leveled hill at what is today Park Avenue and 37th 
Street. The great square house was approached by an avenue 
of mixed trees leading from the Boston Post Road; it was 
surrounded on three sides with verandas—or “piazzas” as 
they were called in New York—and commanded views of 
the East River over Kips Bay. The total area was just over 29 
acres. In today’s terms, the farm began a few feet south of 
33rd Street and extended north to the middle of the block 
between 38th and 39th Streets. At the southern end, the plot 

was rather narrow, but at the northern end it extended from 
approximately Lexington Avenue to a point between Madi-
son and Fifth Avenues. 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/petition

