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Murray Hill continues to be a hotbed of transportation issues, from 
major changes to our bus service to the inauguration of the East Side 
Ferry. These issues will once again be the subject of our annual Town 
Hall Meeting on September 22. Please also check our website (www.
murrayhillnyc.org) or join our e-mail list for the latest news and meet-
ing announcements.

34th Street Select Bus Service (SBS)
MHNA has continued to meet with the DOT and our local representa-
tives to ensure that the changes to 34th Street benefit the community. 

Thanks to the hard work and continued efforts of our 34th Street Action 
Committee, we have been able to effect many positive changes in the 
plan, but some issues remain. 

We continue to press the following concerns:  
•	 The optimum placement of SBS bus stops along 34th Street
•	 Sustaining local bus service on the complete M16 route
•	 Providing adequate building access to the residents and busi-

nesses on 34th Street
•	 Complete public transparency with regard to the Environ-

mental Impact Study and the impact of this program on traffic 
throughout Murray Hill

The first phase of this project will be the installation of curb-side pay-
ment machines, which will take place this fall. This system, already in 
operation along First and Second Avenues, will require that passengers 
pay their fare at the SBS stop before they board the bus, reducing the 
time required to pick up and drop off passengers. 

For a complete review of the current proposal—including the com-
plete list of proposed SBS stops—please visit www.nyc.gov/brt.

Restoration of M1 Bus Service to Park Avenue
Since the MTA re-routed the M1 bus from Park Avenue in June 2010, 
MHNA has fought for restoration of this vital service. We continue 
our petition drive and will present our case once more to our elected 
officials and representatives of the MTA at our Town Hall meeting. 
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Please visit our website to sign our e-petition if 
you have not already done so. While it is our intent 
to press this cause, we are realistic to the fact that 
the MTA continues to face a multi-billion dollar 
deficit. In addition, having been presented with 
MTA statistics that show the diminishing ridership 
of the M1 over the last three years of service on 
Park Avenue—and the physical removal of all the 
existing bus stops—we feel this is an uphill battle.

First and Second Avenue Bicycle Lanes
Changes continue to be made to both avenues. 
This summer the following bicycle lanes were 
added: 

•	 A parking-protected bicycle lane on First 
Avenue from East 34th to East 49th Street 

•	 A shared bicycle lane on First Avenue from 
East 49th Street to East 57th Street 

•	 A shared bicycle lane on 2nd Avenue from 
34th to 59th Streets

East River Ferry Service
This summer saw the launch of the East River 
Ferry, with service from the east end of 34th Street 
to Long Island City, Greenpoint, North and South 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn Bridge Park, and Pier 11 
at Wall Street. Boats run every 20 minutes during 
rush hour and every 30 minutes off-peak. The fare 
is $4 one-way, with a $12 all-day, hop-on/hop-off 
fare available. For complete information, visit 
www.nywaterway.com. ¤

Proposed lane designations for 34th Street.
Photo: DOT

E. 34th St.

Transportation Notes
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We will always remember September 11, 2001. The day began under beauti-
ful blue skies and ended with a major tragedy that none of us can ever 
forget, nor should we. 

What I would like everyone to also remember is how this community 
came together and what we accomplished. 

Within four days we had completed a plan to assist our neighbors, our 
local heroes and the families that had lost so much. Teams of volunteers 
were set up to help senior citizens and school children, as well as to assist 
the fire and police departments that bravely serve our neighborhood. 
Neighbors cooked meals, donated much-needed items—from washing 
machines and microwaves to hair cuts and dry cleaning. 

We tried to meet every need of those who served at Ground Zero. We 
made sure that after working 12-hour shifts there, our heroes had a place to 
rest and a special meal. Along with MECA, our sister organization, we also 
sponsored the meals for the memorial services. We planted memorial trees 
on 29th Street in remembrance of the loss. Every time a fire truck goes on 
a call, “New York’s bravest” see those trees. 

Also, each of the families in our neighborhood who lost a loved one 
received special gifts—from children’s books and toys to a night at the 
theater and/or a dinner out. We worked very hard at getting everyone to 
shop and dine at our local merchants. In support of our troops, we put red, 
white and blue ribbons on every tree in Murray Hill.

I am sure everyone has personal memories of September 11, 2001. You 
know exactly where you were when the planes hit the World Trade Cen-
ter and when the towers collapsed. I know I do. But I also hope you will 
remember all of the very special things that this community accomplished 
after that day, especially how everyone came together and did whatever he 
or she could do. 

Finally, I offer special words to the little boy who lost his dad on 9/11 
and thanked our organization for all the support and the chocolate cake: 
You are grown up now, but your dad was a special hero and you are one as 
well…to all of us! 

     * * *     
Meanwhile, the work of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

goes on, and I hope to see you all at the transportation meeting on 
September 22 at 7 pm at the Armenian Church on 34th Street. We will 
present the updated plans for the 34th Street Transitway and give two 
special awards. Major changes have been made and it is your opportunity 
to see what they are. We will also be discussing other transportation issues 
that we continue to work on. Again, come out to show your support and 
bring a new member with you. ¤

Ideas Invited for New East River Waterfront Park
On July 26 the Municipal Art Society of New York held an East River Wa-
terfront Charrette at NYU Medical Center. This meeting gave community 
members an opportunity to offer ideas about how to develop the former 
Con Ed pier between East 38th and East 41st Streets. Suggestions at the day-
long forum ranged from waterfront access (plus a beach!) and community 
gardens to play areas, a dog run, and a bike path (which will run from the 
tip of Manhattan to 125th Street.) The last of three public forums is sched-
uled for September 20, 5–8 pm, at NYUMC, 550 First Avenue (30th Street.)  

The pier (about 34,000 square feet) had been leased by New York City 
to Con Ed as a parking lot. That lease recently ran out and the area has not 
been in use since Con Ed decommissioned the Waterside power plants. 
Con Ed has given $10 million to refurbish the neglected pier. This work is 
estimated to take three years to complete. The city is to earmark an addi-
tional $3 million for the pier to become a waterfront park. The waterfront 
park is a small part of a greater waterfront development—referred to as East 
Midtown Waterfront Esplanade and Greenway Project—by New York City 
Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC). The new waterfront park 
structure will be designed to support the potential future amenities and im-
provements mentioned above. It is all connected to the East River Realty’s 
(aka Sheldon Solow’s development company) stalled private redevelopment 
of the former Con Ed Waterside plant site.

Recently, New York State passed legislation that, as explained in a memo 
by NYC Councilmember Dan Garodnick, would allow the western part of 
Robert Moses Playground (located on First Avenue between 
41st and 42nd Streets) to be transferred to the United Na-
tions if an agreement can be reached between city and state 
officials and the UN to: 1)replace the lost parkland, 2)close 
the gap in the esplanade between 38th and 60th Streets and 
3)develop waterfront amenities. But here’s the catch: all par-
ties must reach agreement by October 10 when, in Garod-
nick’s words, “the law will sunset.” 
Revised 34th Street Bus Plan Unveiled on September 12
On September 12, 2011, the Metropolitan Transit Authority 
(MTA) and New York City Department of Transportation 
(DOT) will present a revised alternative to the proposed Bus 
Rapid Transit service along the 34th Street corridor to the Pub-
lic Safety, Environment and Transportation (PSE&T) Commit-
tee of Community Board 6. This reformed design plan, called 
the Transportation System Management Alternative (TSM), 
would include the following features: 
•	 Bus route restructuring 
•	 Expanded use of articulated buses to increase bus capacity 
•	 Signalization improvements 
•	 Express and limited-stop service 
•	 More frequent bus service 
•	 Pre-pay fare station at bus stops similar to those on First and 

Second Avenues
Over several months CB6, the Murray Hill Neighbor-

hood Association and other groups have been working with 
DOT on adjusting the TSM design for 34th Street to address 
the community’s special needs. The results of these discus-

sions will be heard at the PSE&T Commit-
tee meeting on September 12. 

PS/IS 281
The City School Construction Authority 
started work on the new P.S./I.S. 281 on the 
southwest quarter of 616 First Avenue, site 
of the former Con Edison power plant. The 
six-story building is to be completed by 
2014. Presently, they are driving steel piling 
into bedrock. Each piling will be cemented 
and will serve as column support for the 
building. On the east side of the school will 
be a half-size basketball court and a chil-
dren’s playground surrounded by a three-
foot-high iron gate. 

If you have not renewed your MECA 
membership, please do so now by sending 
your check (payable to MECA) to 415 East 
37th Street, NY 10016, or MHNA (payable 
to Murray Hill Neighborhood Association) to 
PO BOX 1897, NY 10156-1897. Be sure to use 
your renewal form, if you have it. Thank you 
for your continuing support of MECA. ¤

lunch                 brunch                 dinner

www.leparisiennyc.com
163 East 33rd St .

 New York, N.Y. 10016
(212) 889-5489

French BistroB B
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Join or Renew on line!
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org, to join or renew your 
membership online.

Members’ Corner

Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association

Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level 
I have indicated below. My check is enclosed, payable to 

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.
o $35 Individual         o $50 Couple

o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)

o $25 Young Professional (to age 40) o $60 Business/Professional

o $100 Patron          o $250 Guardian       o $500 Benefactor
I want to make an additional contribution:  $______

Additional contributions will be acknowledged in our Newsletter.
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _____________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________

Second Name (couples) _______________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________

Company __________________________________________

Address ________________________________Apt  ________

City _______________________State _____ Zip ___________

Home Phone ________________________________________

Cell/Other Phone ____________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897

Don’t Miss this
Mark your calendar
for October 13, 2011

when the Polish Consulate will open its doors
for a Chopin piano concert for
MHNA members and guests.

One of Murray Hill’s most opulent 
mansions.

The Preservation and Design Committee will present a 
special Restoration Award to the Consul General 
and we will pay tribute to the late Richard Golub, 

a long-time former MHNA Trustee 
and a dedicated supporter of our community.

Watch for your invitation in the mail.

Letter to the Editor
To Murray Hill Life: 
Talk about serendipity—or miracles—I still can’t believe what 
happened during the Murray Hill Street Festival on May 22. 

First, I went looking for David and Pat Stacy, who own 
and run a company called Hen’s Teeth, in Charlottesville, 
Va., that specializes in all sorts of historical ephemera. I had 
met David and Pat at last year’s street fair, where they did a 
brisk business in vintage New Yorker covers, and I had cor-
responded with them about purchasing some covers. I was 
eager to see them at this year’s festival. 

I was amazed to find David and Pat in roughly the same 
spot that they were in last year, armed with all their covers. 
It was a treat to talk to them and learn about the history of 
the New Yorker archives. Best of all, I was able to buy two 
New Yorker covers as birthday gifts for my sons. 

But all that was totally eclipsed by the second surprise, 
which was getting their call about the credit card that I 
hadn’t even realized I was missing. Talk about shocks! Pat’s 
hand-delivery of my credit card the next day was truly the 
icing on the cake. Not only had they found my card, they 
had taken the time to return it to me at my apartment.

Needless to say, I was and remain deeply grateful. I look 
forward to seeing David and Pat—and recommending their 
wares—the next time they are in Murray Hill.

Ravelle Brickman
245 East 35th Street 

Hello, Broadway
By Marion Weingarten 

It was Saturday afternoon and the beginning of the Memorial Day Weekend. What better way to 
spend it than by attending the New York City Ballet? We met with Ashley Laracey, a member of the 
corps, who led us backstage at the Koch Theatre where we viewed some of the costumes that the 
dancers would be wearing that afternoon. A few short steps put us on center stage, the dream of so 
many young hopefuls. 

Ashley, originally from Florida, has been a corps 
member for ten years. She was very candid about her 
life as a young dancer performing with a world-class 
ballet company. We looked forward to seeing her later 
that afternoon as a “Jet” in West Side Story Suite. 

The program titled A Tribute to Broadway be-
gan with Slaughter on Tenth Avenue, an early work 
choreographed by George Balanchine to music of 
Richard Rodgers from his 1936 musical On Your Toes. 
Maria Kowroski, as the Striptease Girl, was the classic 
vamp. Her high kicks and, especially her backbends, 
were sensational. 

Then came For the Love of Duke, a new work cho-
reographed by Susan Stroman to the sophisticated rhythms of Duke Ellington, 
accompanied by an onstage jazz orchestra. This piece incorporated two parts: 
Frankie and Johnny…and Rose and Blossom Got Kissed. Amar Ramasar portrayed Johnny, the scoundrel, with velvety smooth-
ness. If you were wondering if Blossom—danced by Savannah Lowery—ever got kissed, well she did, and lived happily ever 
after in ballet heaven. 

West Side Story Suite, the third piece was, as always, irresistible. Leonard Bernstein’s music, Stephen Sondheim’s lyrics 
and Jerome Robbins’s choreography never felt stale. The dancing of Chase Finlay, as Tony, and Lauren Lovette, as Maria, 
revealed that these two young dancers have a stellar future with the company. In fact, the sheer energy of all the young 
dancers put everyone in a happy mood to continue celebrating the holiday weekend. ¤

Ashley Laracey, corps 
de ballet, New York City 
Ballet.

Photo: Marion Weingarten

MHNA’s balletomanes.
Photo: Marion Weingarten

Oops!
In our last issue we neglected to mention a new member 
because of timing. We’re pleased to have Leon Tarasenko, 
of Pasteur Pharmacy, 53 East 34th Street, as a new member. 
Stop in and say hello to Leon. See their ad on page 17.

Welcome, New Members
Marybett Baer
Diane Bijou
Carlye Bills
Elizabeth Brown
Elizabeth Goodhart Denoeux
Stephanie Donahue
Daniel Egers & Kelly Gelfand 
Nicole Giacco
Elizabeth & Robert Lorayne

JP Morgan Chase Murray Hill,
   Jorge Lourenco
Eric & Jane Newcomer
SusAnna Organic
Barbara Paddock 
Anoop Punjabi & Gail Cook
Joan A. Rosenberg
Ashley Walker
Carole & Ray Weisner

We extend our condolences to MHNA member 
June Colbert-Lamensdorf on the death of her 
husband. Sam Fielding Lamensdorf, Jr., was 
buried with military honor June 24, 2011 at the 
age of 77.

An expert and lecturer on Long Term Care 
Insurance, Mr. Lamensdorf was founder of 
Benefits Do Matter, and head of a Fortune 500 

division of National Gypsum Binswanger Glass and Mirror. He 
was a graduate of “Ole Miss” and a gracious vibrant gentleman, 
whose Murray Hill neighbors would cross the street to greet 
him and shake his hand. 

Services, which were non-denominational and heartfelt, 
were at Church of Our Saviour in Murray Hill, where Sam was 
known and loved. Father George Rutler, a good friend of Sam’s, 
spoke thoughtfully, reading from both New and Old Testaments.

Sam was buried at Riverside Cemetery in Farmington 
Connecticut. His casket, draped in the flag and carried by his 
son Bruce, grandsons Paul and Thomas Spencer, and nurse 
Megal Patterson, was set down by the graves of his mother-in-
law Jean and her husband Admiral David L. Martineau, where 
Sam asked to be buried. After gun salutes, bugle taps, prayers 
and the placing of roses, medaled servicemen carefully folded 
the flag and placed it in June’s arms.

Other survivors include Sam’s daughter Leslie Spencer and 
five younger grandchildren of New Hampshire, his son Bruce 
Lamensdorf of Dallas, Texas, his sister BettyeSue Kline of 
Vicksburg and brother Ben of Cary, Mississippi.

Condolences

as of July 31, 2011
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Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

We want to Thank our friends in Murray Hill
for helping us reach this important milestone.

We hope our relationship will continue
for many years to come.

Proudly Celebrating our 30th Anniversary!

107 East 34th Street NYC
(Between Park and

Lexington Avenues)
(212) 689-1970

www.VillaBerulia.com

Villa        Berulia

The Morgan Library and Museum
Madison Avenue between 36th and 37th Streets
Lists: To-do’s, Illustrated Inventories, Collected Thoughts and 
Other Artists’ Enumerations from the Smithsonian’s Archives of 
American Art, through October 2, 2011 This exhibit celebrates 
the list as a key to the lives of artists like Picasso, Saarinen and 
Castelli. Whether dashed-off shopping lists, illustrated samples or 
the Ten Commandments, lists provide insight into their makers’ 
personalities and habits.
Ingres at the Morgan, September 9–November 27 These 18 draw-
ings by Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres (1780–1867), from his 
student days to the 1850s, illustrate his exceptional draftsmanship. 
Also on view are three letters, including one that the homesick 
artist wrote to his fiancée from Rome.
David, Delacroix and Revolutionary France: Drawings from 
the Louvre, September 23–December 31 This exhibit features the 
first U.S. showing of French drawings from the Louvre and covers 
1789–1848, when France experienced tremendous political, social 
and cultural upheaval. Included are 75 drawings by David, Dela-
croix, Ingres, Corot, Gericault, Prud’hon and their contemporaries.
Dickens at 200, September 23–February 12, 2012 Charles Dick-
ens (1812–1870) was Britain’s first literary superstar, with many of 
his books becoming instant classics. The Morgan’s collection of 
Dickens’s literary material is the largest in the United States, and 
this bicentennial exhibit includes manuscripts of his novels and 
other books, letters, photographs,  
illustrations and caricatures. 
Treasures of Islamic Manuscript 
Painting from the Morgan, October 
21–January 29, 2012 Known for its 
medieval and Renaissance manu-
scripts, the Morgan presents its collec-
tion of important Islamic manuscripts 
in a single exhibition for the first 
time. Included are beautifully-written 
Korans spanning a millennium, and a 
13th-century illustrated treatise on ani-
mals. (See right.) Also, 29 miniatures 
from the 1590s illustrating the life of 
Rumi, the Persian poet and mystic, are 
shown for the first time anywhere. 
New at the Morgan Café: Until recent-
ly this café, which offers casual dining, 
was available only to visitors with 
purchased tickets for the exhibits. This 
policy recently changed to include 
everyone to enjoy lunch or a light 
snack—sandwiches, salads, desserts 
and beverages, with or without tickets. 
For information about public pro-
grams—lectures, concerts, gallery 
talks and special events, call 212-685-
0008 or visit the Morgan’s website at 
www.themorgan.org. Enjoy Friday 
evenings FREE 7–9 pm.

The New York Public Library 
42nd Street and Fifth Avenue
The Stephen A. Schwarzman Building
Centennial Celebration of the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, 
through December Emerging from its coverings and scaffold-
ing, the newly restored façade of this landmark building is finally 
revealed, looking as magnificent as it did the day it opened as “The 
People’s Palace” on May 23, 1911. The year-long celebration started 
in May. View this special exhibit: Know the Past: Find the Future, 
through December 2011, Gottesman and Wachenheim III Gal-
leries A visual history of the building and a selection of the best 
of the Library’s collection.
Children’s Book Illustrators and Authors Come Alive, through 
December 2011, Children’s Center This exhibit combines art and 
language to create engaging children’s literature. Included are 20 
original children’s book illustrations
In addition to exhibits, there are ongoing lectures on a variety 
of topics, many FREE. If you haven’t taken the free tour of the 
library’s history and architecture, it’s time to do so! 
For information about exhibits, lectures, tours, call 212-869-8089 
or visit www.nypl.org.
NOTE:  Also check SIBL (Madison Avenue at 34th Street) and 
Mid-Manhattan Library (Fifth Avenue at 40th St.) for their on-
going schedules of free lectures and computer classes.

CUNY Graduate Center
Fifth Avenue between 34th and 
35th Streets
CUNY continues its offerings of 
Public Programs for the Public Mind, 
concerts, lectures, readings, discus-
sions and exhibitions. Following are 
some examples, with small fees to 
cover costs. Discounts with member-
ship (see below). Order tickets at 212-
868-4444 or at www.smarttix.com. 

Public Programs for the Public 
Mind:
Perspectives: Conversations on 
Policy and Place with Peter Beinart, 
Senior Political Writer, The Daily 
Beast, and guests. All events: 6:30 pm, 
Proshansky Auditorium, $20 non-
members, $15 members.
Monday, September 26: An Evening 
with David Remnick, Editor-in-Chief 
of The New Yorker and author of The 
Bridge: The Life and Rise of Barack 
Obama.
Thursday, November 10: A Conver-
sation About the 2012 Campaign with 
Rich Lowry, editor of The National 
Review; Josh Marshall, editor and 
publisher of the political blog Talking-
PointsMemo.com.

Gotham Center History Forums: 6:30–8 pm, single tickets $10 
non-members; $8 members; 6-event fall package $50 non-mem-
bers, $40 members Note: Wednesday December 14 event is FREE.
Wednesday, September 21, Skylight Room, 9/11 Part 1: A People’s 
Response with Ruth Sergel, director, writer and activist; Stephen 
Brier, co-director, New Media Lab, CUNY and the September 11 
Digital Archive and Associate Professor for Instructional Tech-
nology and External Programs, the Graduate Center; Pamela 
Griffiths, NY Director, Voices of 9/11; Mary Marshall Clark, 
director, Columbia University Oral History Program.
Monday, September 26, Skylight Room, Mystery Fiction and 
NYC History with authors Stefanie Pintoff, Lyndsay Faye and
Joe Wallace.
Wednesday, October 5, Elebash Recital Hall, Yiddishkeit Graph-
ic Novel with Paul Buhle, author and historian; Ben Katchor, 
cartoonist and  MacArthur Fellow; Sabrina Jones, artist, writer 
and editor; Allen Lewis Rickman, actor; Aaron Lansky, founder 
of the National Yiddish Book Center.
Wednesday, November 9, Elebash Recital Hall, Tony Schwartz 
and the Sounds of His City with Tony Schwartz, sound archivist 
and designer.
Thursday, November 17, Elebash Recital Hall, 9/11 Part 2: How 
We Remember 9/11 with Ruth Sergel, director, writer, activist and 
Rebecca Solnit, writer.
Extraordinary Lives: 6:30 pm, Martin E. Segal Theatre, $15 non-
members, $12 members.

Tuesday, November 29, Bill Kelly, President of the Graduate 
Center; Mira Nair, filmmaker of Salaam Bombay, Monsoon Wed-
ding and The Namesake.
(The October event—subject to be announced—will be on either 
Tuesday, October 25 or Thursday, October 27.)
A special Conversation with David Brooks and Daniel Kahne-
man Wednesday, November 2, 6:30 pm, Elebash Recital Hall, 
$20 non-members; $15 members David Brooks, New York Times 
columnist; Daniel Kahneman, Nobel Laureate and psychologist 
NOTE: Ticket buyers receive $5 off for Kahneman’s new book, 
Thinking, Fast and Slow.
LIVE @ 365: A New World Music Series, Tuesdays, 7 pm, Ele-
bash Recital Hall, Single Tickets $25 non-members, $20 mem-
bers; Fall package: 3 events $70 non-members, $50 members; year 
package: 6 events $140 non-members, $100 non-members
September 27, Chamber Music: Ballake Sissoko, kora 
(21-stringed lute harp); Vincent Segal, cellist.
October 18, Portuguese Fado: Antonio Zambujo, award-winning 
fado singer and composer accompanied by bass, guitar, bass clari-
net and cavaquinho (Brazilian guitar).
November 22, Lullabies; Night to the Edge of Day, Azam Ali, 
musician and singer accompanied by lafta (Turkish lute), kamaan 
(bowed lute), oud (plucked lute), percussion and cello.
Music in Midtown, lunchtime concerts: Thursdays, 1 pm, Ele-
bash Recital Hall, Single tickets: $10 non-members, $8 members; 

Arts, Culture & Leisure

Continued on page 8

Two Elephants. Abu Sa’d’ Ubayd-Allah ibn Ibrahim, 
known as Ibn Bakhtishu Manafi al-Hayawan (Uses 
of Animals), in Persian, Persia, Maragha, dated 1294, 
1297, or 1299. Purchased by Pierpont Morgan, 1912; MS 
M.500 (fol. 13).

Photo courtesy of The MorganLibrary



8 Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 212-886-5867 www.murrayhillnyc.org Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 9

Since 1992, Murray Hill Medical Group, P.C. has been a leading provider of the
highest quality and most advanced healthcare in the New York metropolitan area.

We offer a comprehensive array of services in multiple medical specialties.

Internal Medicine
Cardiology
Endocrinology
Physiatry/Sports Medicine
Rheumatology
Allergy & Asthma

Gastroenterology
Dermatology
Nephrology
Podiatry
Lipidology
Gynecology

Visit our web site to learn more
www.mhmg.net

(24/7 online scheduling available to existing patients)

317 East 34th Street 347 East 37th Street
New York, NY 10016

212-726-7400
A Commitment to Caring

Murray Hill Medical Group, PC

548 3rd Avenue
between 36th & 37th Sts. 

New York, N. Y. 10016

(212) 679-0442
(877) SARGES1

 
Open and Delivery Service 24 Hours 7 Days a Week

Visit us on the web at www.Sargesdeli.com

Sarge’s Has Been Proud to Have Been
a Part of Murray Hill for Almost 50 Years and is 

Looking Forward to the Next 50!

Let Sarge’s Cater your Family Traditions
during the High Holidays and for
All of Your Catering Occasions.

fall package of 6 concerts: $50 non-members, $40 members.
Eightieth Birthday Celebration, September 22 Richard Hund-
ley, with singers and piano.
Rapture and Madness, October 6, Cynthia Wong, composer, 
singers and percussion; Mozart Flute Quartet.
Tomas Luis de Victoria, a 300th Anniversary Concert, October 
20, with Capella de Ministrers.
Four Hands at Once, November 3, duo pianists Soyeon Lee and Ran 
Dank.
Romantic Masterworks, November 17, with pianist Peter Vinograde.
For updated information check www.gc.cuny.edu/events or call 
212-817-8215. Various levels of membership offer discounted tick-
ets.  A new website, www.gc.cuny.edu/events/membership.htm, 
will be available by September.
Scandinavia House
Park Avenue between 37th and 38th Streets
Milestone Events: 10th Anniversary of Scandinavia House; 100th 
Anniversary of the American Scandinavian Foundation.
Luminous Modernism: Nordic Art in America: A Centennial 
Retrospective of the Scandinavian Art Exhibition of 1912, Tues-
days–Saturdays, 12–6 pm. FREE. Included are works by several 
artists in the original 1912 exhibit, plus an update representing all 
five Nordic nations illustrating the richness of artistic expression. 
This show claims Scandinavian art as a model for early modern 
artists in North America.

Centennial Concerts: Check the schedule for a wide variety of 
concerts during the year. One ongoing series is:
Jeffrey Siegel: Keyboard Conversations: Thursdays, November 
10, January 12, 2012 
Check the schedule for a wide variety of concerts during the year. 
Family and Children’s Programs: In September, watch for an 
expanded and renovated Children’s Learning Center, including an 
early playscape, activity and sensory rooms and other great features.
Film Series: Check schedule for ongoing films from all Scandina-
vian countries.
Lectures & Book Talks: Check schedule. 
Smörgås Chef restaurant is open for brunch, lunch, dinner, 
snacks, coffee/tea and combination deals with certain films, con-
certs and other events (212-847-9745).
For detailed information, contact www.scandinaviahouse.org. 
To receive ongoing information, submit your e-mail address by 
clicking on Join the Scandinavia House e-list and receive weekly 
program updates or call 212-879-9779 or stop by in person. Or 
become a member and get discounts.

Bryant Park
Fall and Early Winter Activities
Some summer activities continue into September and October, 
but the big fall event is the Opening of The Pond, Bryant Park’s 
free ice skating rink, in October or early November.
Contact www.bryantpark.org and sign up on “My Bryant Park” 
for ongoing information; call 212-768-4242; check Facebook, 
Twitter, the Bryant Park Blog and brochures in the park.

Kips Bay Library
Exercising for Seniors, every Monday, 2 pm “Stay well exercise” 
classes for older adults.
Reducing Stress through Meditation, September 20, 5:30 pm
Clutter Group every other Thursday, 5:30 pm: September 8, 12; 
October 6, 20; November 3, 17; December 1, 15, 29
Children’s and Teens’ Events
Baby Lapsit, Mondays, 11 & 11:30 am Listen to great books, lively 
songs and rhymes, and meet other babies. Ages birth to 18 months, 
with parents/caregivers.
Wii Games, every Monday, 4 pm Challenge your friends in games 
and tournaments. Ages 4 to 11.
Toddler Time, every Wednesday, 11 am & 11:30 am Enjoy interac-
tive stories, action songs, finger plays. Ages 18 months to 3 years 
with baby’s parents/caregivers.
Fairy Tale Story Time, every Wednesday, 3:30 pm Read stories 
aloud, followed by a coloring activity. Ages 3 to 11.
Reading Aloud, every Thursday, 3:30 pm Find the joy of reading, 
followed by an activity or coloring page afterwards. Ages 3 to 8.
Rhyme Time, every Friday, 11 am & 11:30 am Hear stories that 
rhyme and play toy instruments when it is time to sing. Ages 2 to 3.
Teen Wii Games, every Friday, 3:30 pm. Ages 12 to 18.
For further information about events and programs, call the Kips 
Bay Library at 212-683-2520, or check the Kips Bay website: www.
nypl.org/locations/kips-bay, or drop by the library at 446 Third 
Ave (31st Street).

CUNY Graduate Center—continued from page 7

Arts, Culture & Leisure Arts, Culture & Leisure

Metropolitan 
Synagogue of 

New York
Celebrating 52 years in
Murray Hill, 1959–2011

Rabbi Joel S. Goor         Cantor Michael Nieman
A Traditional Reform Synagogue

The Most Beautiful
High Holiday Services

lInspiring Shofar service   lKol Nidre by Cantor, choir & cello

lMusical Meditation Before the Ark

lMoving Yizkor-Memorial Service    lStimulating Sermons

lChildren’s Service open to public

Open Seating in our Main Sanctuary
 Tickets and membership reasonable. No Building Fund.

Interfaith Families Most Welcome
Call Rabbi Goor personally—212-679-8580
or visit www.metropolitansynagogue.org

40 East 35th Street                       28 East 35th Street
(Sanctuary)                                       (Office)

(212) 679-8580

Hebrew Home Study

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Preparation
dates available

Shabbat Services, Friday 6 pm

The tree is more than first a seed, then a stem, then a 
living trunk, and then dead timber.  The tree is a slow, 
enduring force straining to win the sky. 

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Wisdom of the Sands

The Victorian Society of New York
Fall 2011 Lecture Schedule
Held at the New York New Church (Swedenborgian), 114 East 35th 
Street. All lectures begin at 6 pm.
Still Life: Adventures in Taxidermy, Tuesday, September 13, 6 pm 
Author Melissa Milgrom traces the evolution of this passionate 
and eccentric world from the days of the curiosity cabinets of 
princes, kings and the very wealthy to the present.
The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United 
States, Tuesday, October 11, 6 pm With Carla Yanni, professor of 
Art History at Rutgers University. For much of the 19th century, 
asylums epitomized the widely held belief that insanity was a cur-
able disease and that environment—architecture in particular—
was an effective means of treatment.
The Erotic Entanglements of the Pre-Raphaelites, Tuesday, No-
vember 8, 6 pm With Deborah Lutz, associate professor at C.W. 
Post and author of Pleasure Bound: Victorian Sex Rebels and the 
New Eroticism. The Pre-Raphaelites (Dante Gabriel Rosetti, Ed-
ward Burne-Jones, William Morris et al) made visible their erotic 
natures in their works, often painting each other.
Free and open to the public. No reservations required. (For VSNY members 
only: Meet the speaker at our post-lecture receptions.)  ¤
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Specializing in quality residential 
and commercial interior design.

By appointment
212-685-8900IN

TE
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by John Chadwick

A Taste of Murray Hill Provides a Banquet of Can-Do Spirit
This year’s Murray Hill Street Festival was, in a word, 
chilly. Well, add exhausting to that. But if the weather put a 
damper on the proceedings, nothing could contain the spir-
its of all involved—from MHNA worker bees to vendors to 

visitors—who kept pushing ev-
erything from books to baked 
goods, from silent auction to 
raffle tickets to signatures on 
the 34th Street transportation 
petition. In the end, A Taste of 
Murray Hill could have been 
translated into Against All 
Odds: A Success. 

The vendors ranged from 
jewelry stalls (15 by one count) 
to food: from all-natural fruit 
shakes to 
funnel cake 

and zeppoles, from Roger’s Latin Food 
to Boston “Chowda.”  A notable addition 
was Spice Professors with an aromatic 
display that tickled the nose and over-
whelmed the imagination. Representa-
tives from a neighborhood podiatry 
clinic rubbed shoulders with those offer-
ing sports club memberships, newspaper subscriptions and 
banking services. And let us not forget the sellers of scarves, 
handbags, pashminas, belts, men’s suits, shirts, socks, design-
er sheets, carpets, wooden trays and hand-carved flowers.

A heartening ripple was provided by the Japanese who 
squeezed 36 booths between 39th and 40th Street. All their 

proceeds were dedicated to victims of the reactor melt-
down at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, and 
the block remained packed with people of all races and 

nationalities. It was so crowded that one 36th Street resident 
who couldn’t make it through the throngs was assured by a 
Japanese woman, “If it is any consolation, the lines are very 
long and the food is getting short.” 

The wares varied from teriyaki balls 
and T-shirts—including superkitty.org’s 
cat in a cape soaring to the rescue of 
animals on the Japanese archipelago—
to calligraphy and cartoon balloons. 
Further along one found origami, kanji 
tattoos, the Miki House (kids’ toys, dolls, 
shoes and clothing), miso denraki (“al-
most sold out”), and the “Teavolution of 
Water.” 

Perhaps even more impressive 
were the Japanese who patrolled 
the street fair’s entire six-block area, 
efficiently picking up all trash with 
what looked like gigantic tweezers. 
They are part of a movement called 
“Shining the Big Apple,” whose call-
ing is to snare detritus throughout 
New York. Their efforts—coupled 
with the spirit-lifting jazz of the 
tenor saxophone-guitar combo 

across from the MHNA membership table at 38th Street—
provided a perfect coda to the can-do attitude of the day. ¤

Try your luck?

Photos: Sami Steigmann

Silent Auction Makes Big Noise at Street Festival
Thirty-one merchants and individuals contributed goods and services to the Silent Auction at the Murray Hill Street
Festival. They are listed below. 
70 Park Avenue Hotel
Affinia Shelburne Hotel
Fred Astaire Dance Studio
Bareburger Murray Hill
Benjamin Restaurant & Bar
The Black Sheep
Caliente Cab Co.
Lisa Caruso – Professional organizer
Cask Bar & Kitchen
Cibo Restaurant
Da Ciro Ristorante
Docks Oyster Bar & Seafood Grill
East Pan-Asian Bistro
Eastgate Tower Hotel
Evergreen On 38
Franchia Teahouse & Restaurant

Chef Andrew Gold (Institute of Culinary Education)
The Kitano New York
Le Parisien Restaurant
Libretto’s Pizzeria
Margarita Murphy’s
David Newman -- Mets tickets and merchandise
Patsy’s Pizzeria
Rare Bar & Grill
Rossini’s Restaurant
Sarge’s Delicatessen Restaurant
Scandinavia House
Silver Leaf Tavern
Smart Workout
Soldiers’, Sailors’, Marines’, Coast Guard and Airmen’s Club
Villa Berulia Restaurant

Proud resident of Murray Hill for 20 

years specializing in co-op, condo, 

townhouse & investment properties.

You Deserve the Best

Barbara M. Sagan
Vice President, 

Associate Broker 

212.937.7006
bms@corcoran.com

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate 
broker. Owned and operated by NRT LLC.

It is not so much for its beauty that the forest makes a claim upon men’s hearts, as for that subtle 
something, that quality of air, that emanation from old trees that so wonderfully changes and renews a 
weary spirit.

Robert Louis Stevenson
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Remembering Dean Avery, Murray Hill’s First Creative Artist 
The MHNA Preservation and Design Committee thought it would be a good idea to reprint some articles from old newsletters. 
You may be new to the neighborhood or you may have missed the article the first time it appeared but we hope you will enjoy 
this debut column of “Historic Ramblings” from the P&D Committee. The following article, which is adapted from a profile that 
first appeared in the May 1983 issue of the Murray Hill Committee Newsletter, pays tribute to the “very special qualities and 
talents of Dean Avery, our dear friend, Honorary Trustee and first creative artist,” who died on March 8, 1984 at the age of 81.

Historic Ramblings

Historic Images for Sale
The Estate of Dean Avery has donated to our association his images of historic and architecturally 
important buildings in our community. These are available for purchase as black-and-white 
note cards and prints, with proceeds dedicated to historic preservation in Murray Hill.

The late Dean Avery

The Lanier Mansion inspired the 
logo adopted by MHNA.

Cards: package of 10 assorted designs: $10.
Prints: 11 x 14 inches: $15
Some examples of the available cards and prints:
Park Avenue, 1928
Sniffen Court
Robb Mansion, 23 Park Avenue
Morgan Library, Original
Church of the Incarnation

Lanier Mansion, 123 East 35th Street
Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street
Olympic House, 57 Park Avenue
Italianate Style, 127-129 East 35th Street
Lincoln House, 122-123 East 38th Street

Contact: Susan Demmet, Chair, Preservation & Design:
smedemmet@aol.com, 212-689-6730

On the evening of September 9, 2011 the officers and members of Engine 16/Tower Ladder 7, the fire house on 29th Street 
and 2nd Avenue, held a benefit to honor Patrick Boylan and their nine comrades who lost their lives on September 11,2001.

 The invitation read in part: “It is hard to believe that ten years have passed because so much has happened: children 
have grown up, friends and family have changed, brothers have been promoted and they have retired. Life continued; yet, 
we always remember.”

 Chief John Moran; Captain Vernon Richard; Lieutenant Ken Phelan; and Fire Fighters Vinny Princiotta, Bob Foti, 
Richard Muldowney, George Cain, Charles Mendez and Doug Oelschlager died at Ground Zero. It could be said that Fire 
Fighter Patrick Boylan (deceased, April 25, 2002) was collateral damage.

 Memorial plaques in honor of the men who died on 9/11/01 can be found either at the fire house on East 29th Street or 
at the FDNY Special Operations Command; they can also be read on the Engine 16 Ladder 7 website: www.fdnye16l7.com. 
Below, Murray Hill Life presents a tribute to Patrick Boylan, in a style similar to that found on the plaques for his brothers. 
This account of Boylan’s remarkable devotion to Richard Muldowney’s family is extracted from an article written by Lane 
DeGregory and published in The St. Petersburg Times on September 10, 2002.

A Tribute to Murray Hill’s Bravest

Ladder 7 Patrick Boylan, Fireman
April 25, 2002

The Surrogate Father
Patrick Boylan (everyone called him Patty) was broad-
shouldered and bald, just like Richie Muldowney. He had 
blue eyes and Irish blood and loved Notre Dame, just like 
Richie. 

From September through March 2002, Patty stopped by 
Connie Muldowney’s house every evening to drop off din-
ner or a movie or cards someone had sent to the station. 
He pitched baseballs to 
Richie’s son John in the 
backyard. He brought 
Richie’s daughter Katie 
a $100 gift certificate 
to the Gap. He took 
them all to an Islanders’ 
game—just like Richie 
used to. During those 
darkest months, Richie 
Muldowney’s best friend 
was with them—every 
day. 

Patty had his own 
family to look after, a 
wife and two preschool-
ers. But he put them 
on hold to help Connie 
and her kids. He fixed up the Muldowneys’ shed, took out 
their trash, kept Richie’s Chevy pickup running. He would 
always be around for his own wife and kids, he reasoned. 
Richie’s family needed him now.

By April 2002, New York officials were talking about 
closing the Trade Center site. Connie couldn’t hold off any 
longer. She had to have a funeral—with or without Richie’s 
remains.

Patty made most of the arrangements. He booked the 
honorary fire trucks and the bagpipe band. He shuttled 
Richie’s relatives from the airport to the memorial service. 

He put off surgery he was 
supposed to have on his leg 
so he could stand up to say 
Richie’s eulogy, so he could 
lead Connie and her kids in 
front of the funeral proces-
sion.

Richie’s service was on 
a Saturday, April 19, 2002. 
Patty re-scheduled his 
surgery for the next Fri-
day, April 25. “It’s only an 
outpatient thing, a routine 
procedure,” he told his wife 
and children. “I’ll see you all 
for supper.”

He died on the operating 
table.

“The doctors said his heart just failed,” Connie Mul-
downey says, squinting back tears. “It was the stress of 
9/11—of trying to take care of us all—that helped kill him. 
I can’t find any sense in it. I don’t try anymore.”

With funds raised, Engine 16 Ladder 7 hopes to purchase a vehicle for the Fire Fighters Transport fleet in memory 
of their fallen. Those wishing to make a contribution may donate online (www.fdnyE16L7.com and follow prompts 
to Members Page) OR send a check made out to “E16/L7 House Fund” to 234 East 29th Street, New York, NY 10016.

Ladder 7.
Photo: Burt Rubin

Dean Avery first became acquainted with Mur-
ray Hill in 1933, after an exhausting roadster drive 
from California with “the rumble seat loaded with 
art materials.” He landed a job at an ad agency in 
the brand-new Chrysler Building and was given 
an office on the 56th floor facing south. His affec-
tion for the neighborhood deepened on lunch-
hour strolls to the Morgan Library and deepened 
further when he moved into an apartment at 67 
Park Avenue and began sketching the view out-
side his living room windows. 

He retired as art director at Young & Rubi-
cam in 1955 and by 1983 he had completed some 
thirty meticulously rendered etchings of Mur-
ray Hill houses, including all those officially 
designated New York City landmarks. By then 
working out of a studio high in the Waterside 
complex, he continued to produce Murray Hill 
prints for both love … and money. Many of his 
townhouse “portraits” were specially commis-
sioned by their owners. ¤
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BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com
For church programs visit www.churchoftheincarnation.org

or call (212) 689-6350

Sundays
Holy Communion Available At All Sunday Services
  8:30 am Early Service
11:00 am Main Service

Sunday School. During the 11:00 am service, children ages 3 to 9 are 
encouraged to participate in our Godly Play Program, a Montessori-based 
method of Biblical Storytelling.
Nursery care is provided for children under the age of 3.

  5:00 pm Candle Light Service

Weekdays
Tuesday   8:00 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12:15 pm Holy Communion
Friday 12:15 pm Holy Communion and Prayers for Healing

The Church of the Incarnation
The Landmark Episcopal Church

in Murray Hill since 1864
209 Madison Avenue at 35th Street

The Rev. J. Douglas Ousley, 
Rector
The Rev. Amanda Kucik, 
Associate Minister

A Very Green Day in May
On the fresh, clean morning of May 7, twelve Murray 
Hill neighbors gathered at the corner of 35th Street 
and Third Avenue determined to give their green 
thumbs a workout cleaning up the tree beds 
and planting verdant new ivy wherever 
needed along Third. 

Matthew McKeon and Shirley Mac 
Leod oversaw the day’s operation. 

“Shirley gets us 
all out there and 
makes sure we’re 
fully equipped 
with gloves, tools, watering cans, garbage bags and, most 
importantly, ivy!” explained Sarah Goodhart. “And Mat-
thew manages all the volunteers so that all the beds get 
taken care of, and literally does the heavy lifting. They 
really are a good team.”  

Throughout the day, Shirley manned the home base, 
allowing volunteers to come and go while keeping track of 
who was working and with what equipment. Then she saw 
to it that everything was returned at the end of the day. 

There have also been several Park Avenue Mall 
cleanup sessions this year; one in April before the 
greening day and three others over the summer. John 
Chadwick (a man who could herd cats) corrals these 
Saturday morning crews, and Margaret Baechler and 
Tom Horan are regulars. In July, Tom was named the 
new chair of the Greening Committee.

Whenever these “green teams” need a jolt of inspiration, 
all they need to do is glance at the pink 
dogwood in the New Church 
courtyard on 35th Street. It is 
hard to imagine a more buoyant 
and beautiful reminder that 
Nature is alive and well in 
Murray Hill. ¤

Dogwoods at The New York New Church
Photos: Sarah Goodhart

GLOBAL COVERAGE, INC.

SPECIALISTS IN ALL TYPES
OF

INSURANCE

9 EAST 37TH STREET
NEW YORK, NY  10016

212 683-2622

E-mail: dfarkas@globalcoverage.net

www.globalcoverage.com

Volunteers Margaret Baechler and
Scott Kyreakakis

L-R: Anoop Punjabi, Shirley Mac Leod 
and Matthew Mc Keon

Ivy League T-shirt design and photo: Joe W. Di Domenico

Another Landmark Designation
for Murray Hill
On October 27 2010, the New York City Council approved 
landmark designation for the Middleton S. and Emilie 
Nielson Burrill House, located at 36 East 38th Street. This 
brownstone 
row house was 
constructed in 
approximately 
1862 and was 
remodeled by 
the prominent 
architectural 
firm of Hoppin 
& Koen in 
1902–03. The 
Middleton S. 
and Emilie 
Neilson Burrill 
House remains 
a striking 
example 
of a Beaux 
Arts style 
row house in 
Murray Hill.

Middleton S. and Emilie Neilson Burrill House.
Photo: NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission

Korean Full Moon Day Concert 
on September 11
On Sunday, September 11 at 1 pm, the Korean New Church lo-
cated at 114 East 35th Street hosted a free program of traditional 
Korean music. The Vongku Pak Traditional Korean Drum 
Troupe and special guests celebrated Chuseock, Korean Full 
Moon Day. This annual festival is a time for giving thanks for 
the harvest, for sharing joy, and for unifying the community.

Under the direction of Vongku Pak, he and his troupe 
performed a five-part program of music, song and dance us-
ing various traditional Korean instruments. The instruments 
included the janggu, a percussion instrument with a distinc-
tive hour-glass shape; the gayageam, a 12-string zither which 
the performer accompanies with a pansori, or folk song; the 
haegeum, an ancient Korean bowed instrument; the buk, a 
bass-toned barrel drum, and two small gongs called kaenggi.

Vongku Pak is a Korean-born performer, teacher and 
producer trained in traditional Korean folk arts and elements 
of traditional Korean dance. Mr. Pak uses his western drama 
training from Brooklyn College, where he is completing his 
Bachelor of Arts in Theater. Integrating visual and theatrical 
elements, he enhances the traditions that he studied in Korea. 

He has performed in Mexico, Korea, Istanbul, the Domini-
can Republic and 15 European countries. In New York, he has 
appeared at Carnegie Hall, the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
and Lincoln Center Out of Doors. Mr. Pak lives in Brooklyn and 
teaches drumming and masked dance.  To find out more infor-
mation about him go to: Koreandrum.org. ¤

By Pamela Selensky

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Statement of Revenues and Expenditures with Cash Position

Fiscal Year Ended February 28, 2011
(Unaudited)

Cash, March 1, 2010   $ 31,494
 Revenues Expenditures

Administration 30 12,221
Festival 11,818 2,137
Community Services 38,780 37,574
Greening 29,710 55,517
Membership Services 53,443 37,080
Preservation and Design 5,539 3,044

Total $ 139,320 $ 147,573 $ (8,253)

Cash, February 28, 2011   $ 23,241



16 Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 212-886-5867 www.murrayhillnyc.org Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 17

Community Briefs
City Budget Delivers for Murray Hill
In June, Mayor Bloomberg and the City Council finally reached 
agreement on the Fiscal Year 2012 budget. It is no surprise that 
preservation of fire houses and teachers’ jobs are of particular 
interest here. P.S. 116 and Norman Thomas High School are 
here, and Engine 16, Ladder 7 is housed at 234 East 29th Street. 
Also, Kips’ Bay Library on 31st Street and Third Avenue was 
the focus of a petition campaign to save its hours. Some budget 
highlights appear below:  
•	 Education—Thanks to an agreement between the council, 

the city, and the United Federation of Teachers, there will 
be no teacher layoffs. 

•	 Public Safety—This year’s budget not only keeps fire com-
panies open (20 were on the chopping block), but it also 
protects funding for the city’s most recent class of police 
recruits officially sworn in this summer as the newest addi-
tions to New York’s Finest. 

•	 Libraries—The restoration of $61 million in funding to 
libraries in New York, Brooklyn and Queens should prevent 
any closures and layoffs, ensuring that most, if not all, 
branches remain open at least five days a week.

New President at Morgan Library
Lawrence R. Ricciardi, a retired I.B.M. executive, was named 
president of the board of the Morgan Library in May, succeed-
ing S. Parker Gilbert, who held the position for more than two 
decades. A trustee since 2003, Mr. Ricciardi, 70, told The New 
York Times that he was originally drawn to the Morgan because 
it was “a place of scholarship, of connoisseurship and of pas-
sion, and those are things that one doesn’t normally find in a 
day-to-day business career.” As for Mr. Gilbert, 77, his father 
was a partner at J.P. Morgan, and Pierpont Morgan’s grandson 
Henry Morgan was Mr. Gilbert’s godfather.

Stamp Club to Begin Third Year  
The Collectors Club of New York is pleased to announce the 
third year of its Youth Stamp Club, open to students in grades 
4 and up. Beginners are welcome and the program is free. 
Meetings are at the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street, from 
10–11:30 am, on the third Saturday of every month. The dates 
for the 2011–2012 school year are: September 17, October 15, 
November 19, December 17, January 21, February 18, March 17, 
April 21 and May 19. For information or to register, e-mail col-
lectorsclub@verizon.net or call 212-683-0559.

A Gay Day in June
The Gay Pride Parade on June 26 took on special resonance 
this year because of the passage of New York State’s historic 
same-sex marriage legislation two days before. This sense of 
occasion enhanced the event’s trademark flamboyance. Murray 
Hill’s side streets served as staging areas for the march down 
Fifth Avenue from 36th Street to Greenwich Village. On 38th 
Street, the scant dress —plenty of plumes but very little else—
of Caribbean revelers was especially riveting. And everywhere 

rainbow flags flew and euphoria reigned, marking the culmina-
tion of an equal rights movement that began decades ago.

In the parade were Mayor Bloomberg, City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn, and Governor Andrew Cuomo, who signed the 
legislation into law. In the days that followed, Mayor Bloomberg 
announced an “NYC I Do” campaign for gay couples to wed here. 
And Quinn, who spearheaded years of activism by organizing 
innumerable phone-a-thons in the months leading up to the vote, 
spoke of making her 10-year relationship with Kim Catullo official 
in New York next year. “That stigma of being left out of this 
enormous important institution is gone,” she said.

WiFi Access in Parks Near You
On Thursday June 9, the city began its program to bring WiFi 
to parks around Manhattan. DNAinfo, the daily digital news 
service, decided to find out which locations worked best. In a 
finding of particular relevance to Murray Hill residents, Bryant 
Park offers some of the best free service in the borough, thanks 
to the Bryant Park Corporation. But, a lightning-fast connec-
tion in the morning can morph into slow service at peak times 
when many people are online. Other interesting nuggets in the 
DNAinfo report: In Madison Square Park, where WiFi is avail-
able free of charge through NYCwireless, repeated attempts 
to log on met with frustration…until reporters found an AT&T 
network that advertised free service with a username and 
password. In Union Square, you can find a reliable high-speed 
connection. The hot spot there is “one of the most robust in the 
country,” says the Union Square Partnership. ¤

JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188

neatknick51@yahoo.com

PASTEUR PHARMACY
53 EAST 34TH ST. 806 LEXINGTON AVE.
NY, NY 10016 CORNER 62 / LEX.
TEL. 212-683-3838 NY, NY 10065
FAX. 212-684-0357 TEL. 212-838-2500
FAX. 212-679-3123 FAX. 212-888-3128

LEON TARASENKO, RPH
MAGGIE MAVROMATIS, RPH 212-683-0408
STEVEN SCHIMMEL, RPH Fax 212-689-6240

 PASTPHARM@AOL.COM

Education on the Hill

P.S. 116 Snapshots By Mary Silver
This past summer, almost 100 elementary schoolchildren from 
throughout the city and beyond participated in the P.S. 116 
chess camp run by Saudin Robovic, founder of NYChesskids. 
While the eight-week program has existed at P.S. 116 for more 
than a dozen years, this was the first time the camp was held 
at the school itself. Using the gym, schoolyard, and classrooms, 
chess master Robovic (and about 10 teachers) taught the 
foundations and finer points of the game, depending on the 
children’s skill level. Between matches, the kids painted, learned 
challenging online chess games, played on huge bouncy slides 
and on hot days even participated in water games in the yard. 

Under Robovic’s direction, P.S. 116 has won many national 
chess championships over the past 12 years. This year, the pro-
gram is reaching out to our local community for donations to 
support those kids lacking the financial resources to attend the 
nationals. “They have earned a place at the table,” Robovic said, 
“but without corporate and community funding, we cannot 
get them to the nationals.” For information on how to make 
a donation to the P.S. 116 Chess Program, send an e-mail to 
nychesskids@gmail.com, or call (646) 807-9236. 

Immigration Essay Contest Winners 
If there’s one thing P.S.116 kids can do besides read remark-
ably well, it is write up a storm. The school is especially proud 
of two recent graduates, Foysal Uddin and Deborah Wei, 
fifth-graders who placed first and second, respectively, in New 
York State in the American Immigration Council’s “Celebrate 

America” essay contest. In June, the kids received citations and 
a generous check at a lavish celebration at the Sheraton Hotel 
in New York City. The children’s parents and fifth-grade teach-
er, Michele Yokell, joined in the festivities. Foysal and Deborah 
also read their essays to Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney and 
New York City Councilmembers Dan Garodnick and Rosie 
Mendez. On both occasions, the children ably represented P.S. 
116 and the Murray Hill community. 

Planting for Good 
In May, P.S. 116 teachers, students, and parents planted more 
than 1,000 bulbs in Bellevue Park South. This is the third year 
the school community has worked with the Parks Department 
to beautify this neighborhood resource. The kids enjoyed dig-
ging and planting and seeing the flowers bloom weeks later. 

Schoolyard Renovation 
With the support of NYC Council Members Garodnick and 
Mendez and Speaker Christine Quinn, the P.S. 116 schoolyard 
will be transformed. The last time the schoolyard was reno-
vated was in 1984 when Ruth Messinger, then the Manhattan 
Borough President, provided funding. Renovation plans in-
clude a small Japanese garden, made possible through a gener-
ous donation from the U.S. Japan Foundation, located on East 
32nd Street, one block away from the school. A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony is planned for the fall. ¤
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Greenmarket Recipes
As summer turns to fall, the city’s greenmarkets are at the peak of their last-of-the-season harvests. Many of my foodie friends are now following the 
practices of my grandmother, and putting up jars of fresh tomato sauce and fruit preserves. If you want to try this, I highly recommend Canning for a 
New Generation: Bold, Fresh Flavors for the Modern Pantry, by Liana Krissoff, a book that lives up to its promise of bold and fresh flavors. Given the 
size of my Murray Hill kitchen, I find it’s easier to blanche, bag, and freeze many fresh vegetables to extend the summer season.

Here is a simple recipe to help you take advantage of what’s in season right now.
Chicken-Vegetable Soup
If you make your own stock, remove the breasts and thighs from the poaching liquid after about a half hour 
and reserve the meat for your soup; otherwise, a rotisserie chicken from the market works just as well. If 
you are using fresh corn, add one of the cleaned cobs to the pot; it will add more flavor to the broth (just 
remove before serving!). Feel free to substitute the combination of vegetables. A nice thick slice of zuc-
chini bread would be delicious alongside a bowl of this bountiful soup.
Serves 6 to 8

1. Heat the olive oil in large pot over medium heat. Add the onion and sauté until just golden, about 6 
minutes. Add the stock and white wine and bring to a boil. 
2. Add the potatoes, tomatoes, carrots, green beans; taste the broth and adjust the seasoning to your pref-
erence. Simmer for 10 minutes. Add the zucchini and corn; simmer until the vegetables are tender, about 
15 minutes. Stir in the spinach and chicken meat and simmer until the chicken is heated through, about 3 
minutes. Garnish individual bowls with the chopped basil. ¤

Minor Draws Major Crowd for P&D Walking Tour
By Pauline Brooks  

Members of the Preservation and Design Committee sighed 
with relief on the morning of Saturday, June 18:  the weather 
was warm and sunny and, more important, there was no 
rain! This was the day of the Historical Walking Tour of 
Murray Hill, led by our terrific resident architect, Minor 
Bishop. 

Thirty-four participants (a sellout) were treated to visit-
ing the lovely architectural gems in our neighborhood over 
a two-hour period. Well, okay, it was a little bit muggy and 
the traffic a bit noisy, but everyone enjoyed learning more 
about the buildings and their past or current owners. Two 

very special highlights were going into lovely Sniffen Court 
(between Lexington and Third on 36th Street) and inside 
the elegant Morgans New York hotel (on Madison at 37th 
Street). The level of interest was high and Minor was tireless 
in answering questions and guiding us around.  

Everyone then went to the Smörgås Chef restaurant in 
Scandinavia House on Park Avenue where coffee, tea, water 
and delicious sandwiches awaited us. Eating, sitting and chat-
ting with fellow tour participants provided a perfect coda. 

Special thanks from the committee go to all participants; 
to Smörgås Chef and, especially, to Minor Bishop. ¤
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320 Lexington Ave (btw 38th & 39th) 212-213-0042 www.blackshackburger.com


FINE ART and ANTIQUES PURCHASED

Maggie Milgrim
Handling Murray Hill residents with care 

for 16 years

Paintings, Single Items, Entire Estates

Call 212.447.0572
for an appointment in my office

or in your home

Steps to Take If Your Wallet Is Stolen …
Under the subject line, “Attorney’s Advice at No Charge,” a corporate attorney sent the following e-mail to all the employees 
in his company. His wallet had been stolen and within a week the thieves ordered an expensive monthly cell phone package, 
applied for a VISA credit card, had a credit line approved to buy a computer, received a PIN from DMV to change his driving 
record information online, and more.
1. Do not sign the back of your credit cards. Instead, put “PHOTO ID REQUIRED”
2. When paying your credit card bills by check, do not put the complete account number in the ‘For’ line. Instead, just put 

the last four numbers. The credit card company knows the rest of the number, and anyone who might be handling your 
check as it passes through all the check-processing channels won’t have access to it. 

3. Put your work phone number on your checks (if you have one) instead of your home phone. If you have a PO Box, use 
that instead of your home address. If you do not have a PO Box, use your work address, if your company allows. Never 
have your Social Security number printed on your checks.

Make a photocopy of both sides of each license, credit card, etc. Then, you will know what you had in your wallet and all of 
the account numbers and phone numbers to call and cancel. Keep the photocopy in a safe place. 
But here’s some critical information to limit the damage in case this happens to you or someone you know: 
4. Cancel your credit cards immediately. The key is having the toll free numbers and your card numbers handy so you 

know whom to call. Keep those where you can find them. 
5. File a police report immediately in the jurisdiction where your credit cards, etc., were stolen. This proves to credit pro-

viders you were diligent, and this is a first step toward an investigation (if there ever is one).  
But here’s what is perhaps most important of all: 

6. Call the three national credit reporting organizations immediately to place a fraud alert on your name and also call 
the Social Security fraud line. I had never heard of doing that until advised by a bank that called to tell me an applica-
tion for credit was made over the Internet in my name.  

The alert means any company that checks your credit knows your information was stolen, and they have to contact you 
by phone to authorize new credit.
By the time I was advised to do this, almost two weeks after the theft, all the damage 
had been done. Since then, no additional damage has been done, and the thieves threw 
my wallet away this weekend (someone turned it in.) It seems to have stopped them 
dead in their tracks.
Here are the numbers to contact if your wallet is stolen: 
1) Equifax: 800-525-6285
2) Experian (formerly TRW): 888-397-3742
3) Trans Union:  800-680 7289

4) Social Security Administration (fraud 
line): 800-269-0271

Of all man’s works 
of art, a cathedral is 
greatest.  A vast and 
majestic tree is greater 
than that.”

–Henry Ward Beecher

 By Marisa Bulzone

2 teaspoons olive oil 
1 medium onion, finely chopped 
6 cups homemade or low-sodium chicken or vegetable 
stock
3/4 cup dry white wine 
salt and pepper (freshly ground) to taste
1 pound red-skinned potatoes, peeled, cut into 1/2-inch 
pieces 
1 pound tomatoes, coarsely chopped 

3 medium carrots, peeled and thinly sliced 
4 ounces green beans, trimmed and cut into 1-inch pieces 
2 medium zucchini, peeled and cut into 1/2-inch pieces 
1 cup fresh or frozen corn kernels 
2 cups (packed) thinly sliced fresh spinach leaves 
1 1/2 cups cooked chicken, shredded or cubed
1/3 cup finely chopped fresh basil, cilantro, or flat-leaf 
parsley
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Mary Silver at PS 116 playground.
Photo: Sami Steigmann

Gardening on the rooftop.
Photo: Sami Steigmann

Faces of Murray Hill
Mary Silver: Murray Hill Mom, Practicing Attorney and 
Advocate for the Public Schools

By Ravelle Brickman

It doesn’t take a PhD or a JD to 
become a community organizer, 
but for Mary Silver, a former 
PTA president who holds both 
degrees, it can’t hurt.

 “Getting support for public 
education is a lot like plead-
ing a case for a client,” she said. 
“Either way it’s advocacy.” But 
asking political leaders to sup-
port a local school is easier, she 
added, than presenting an argu-
ment to a jury. “That’s because 
everyone, from the children on 
up, comes out ahead.”

The biggest winner, she 
pointed out, is the community. As a past president of the PTA at 
PS 116 – the Murray Hill school on 33rd Street —one of Mary’s first 
steps was to arrange for the school to be part of the Murray Hill 
Street Festival. Bonding with MHNA attracted community support 
as well as increased City Council funding for improvements. 

“The excellence of the school — now one of the top-ranked 
in the city —has contributed to the huge influx of young families 
into the neighborhood. Murray Hill,” she added, “is the best place 
in New York for bringing up children.” 

Mary and 
her husband, 
Perry Silver, have 
brought up all 
three of their 
daughters in Mur-
ray Hill, in a large 
corner apartment 
diagonally op-
posite the school 
playground. The 
girls — Natalie, 
16, Julia, 14, and 
Leah, 12 — at-

tended elementary school at PS 116, then moved on to the middle 
and high school grades at the NYC Lab School for Collaborative 
Studies in Chelsea. Mary is now on the executive board of Friends 
of Lab, performing the same kind of community activism that she 
began at PS 116. 

“Other people do bake sales, I do community outreach,” Mary 
quipped, adding that some of her greatest successes at PS 116 
stemmed from affiliations with local merchants. Under her leader-
ship, the school’s biggest fund-raiser—an auction—went from 
raising $3,000 to $60,000 in 2009. She is now forming a charitable 
group, Friends of the Mary Lindley Murray School, to encourage 
contributions from neighborhood organizations. 

Describing herself as someone “with a lifelong addiction to 
learning,” Mary arrived in Manhattan 25 years ago in order to 
attend graduate school at NYU. She received her PhD in English 
and American Literature and her JD in law almost simultaneously. 
She and Perry—who has his 
own law practice in Murray 
Hill—met at NYU and were 
married in 1992. They settled 
in the neighborhood, first 
at his apartment on East 
33rd Street, then moved to 
a larger place, a block away, 
when their family began to 
grow. 

Mary continued to work 
after the children were born, 
but after five years of long 
hours at a private firm, she 
went back to NYU, serving 
as an academic administra-
tor for two divisions. Four 
years ago, she decided to put family and community first and 
switched to working at home on a project basis. 

In addition to the public schools, the Silvers have been in-
volved in other aspects of Murray Hill life. Perry is president 
of Metropolitan Synagogue, on East 35th Street, where the two 
older girls have celebrated their Bat Mitzvahs. Mary describes the 
synagogue’s spiritual leader, Rabbi Joel S. Goor, as being “like a 
grandfather” to the girls. 

 “I love Murray Hill,” Mary said. “Like PS 116, it’s a close-knit 
community, yet it represents many worlds. We have delegates from 
the United Nations, NYU doctors, CUNY professors, merchants 
and residents, families and singles, all living side by side in a mix-
ture of public and private housing. It’s a wonderful mix, and I’m 
proud to be part of it.” ¤
Ravelle Brickman is a writer who lives in Murray Hill and teaches 
at NYU.

Become a Friend of PS 116
Support your local school.  Send your tax-deductible 
contribution to the Friends of Mary Lindley Murray 
School, 210 East 33rd Street, New York, NY 10016. 

The Silvers, left to right: Julia, Natalie, Leah, 
Perry and Mary.
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