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Upcoming Events
Sunday, September 26, 2021
Walking Tour of Historic Murray Hill
Thursday, October 7, 2021
(virtual) The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Annual General Meeting
Sunday, October 31, 2021
Walking Tour of Historic Murray Hill

In this Issue
Greetings from the MHNA President
We now open the 62nd year of The Murray Hill
Neighborhood Association.
Congratulations to our neighbors in zip code 10016 for
achieving more than 80% of being fully vaccinated! That is
truly a wonderful situation for all of us. We still need to
adhere to the guidelines, but Murray Hill will do whatever it
takes.
I cannot believe 9/11 was 20 years ago. What this
neighborhood achieved then should be an example to all.
Let us remember by giving back to the neighborhood and to our neighbors, in tribute.
Please join us at the MHNA annual meeting on Thursday, October 7th at 7pm. The
meeting will be via zoom, in accordance with current guidance. We will be updating you
on what is going on in Murray Hill and maybe have a little fun event too. You will also be
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introduced to the board of trustees. Please mark your calendars and join your neighbors
for this meeting. You can register for the meeting at this link.
We are also hoping to have a special event on Park Avenue. We will finally be doing the
art installation. We also will be celebrating the holidays with the annual tree lighting.
I hope you are keeping up to date with the eblasts that go out on Mondays. They include
a lot of information on what is happening in and around Murray Hill.
Over the past months, we have continued to work hard on all the issues we are faced
with in Murray Hill. We are here to continue to make Murray Hill a highly desirable
neighborhood to live in, work in and visit.
Looking forward to seeing you on October 7th!
Diane Bartow
President
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Save the Date! The MHNA Annual General Meeting on October 7

Veterinarians and First responders, Drs. Barbara Kalvig and
James Michael Shorter remember 9/11
On their way to work, veterinarians Dr. Barbara Kalvig and
Dr. James M. Shorter saw smoke over downtown
Manhattan. Radio reports provided only sketchy details
about what was happening, and cell phone reception
became patchy. It was a few minutes after 8:46am on
September 11, 2001, just after the first plane hit the World
Trade Center. News of the terrorist attack and collapse of
the towers became clear after they and other staff
members arrived at the veterinary hospital. Dr. Shorter
rescheduled the day’s appointments and began to
establish a response. Together with two of their technicians, the team packed a trunk
with medical supplies and headed toward Ground Zero. As trained medical personnel,
they wanted to offer their help and supplies in any way that might be needed. On that
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day a volunteer veterinary response was launched to care for the working dogs of
Ground Zero.
Photo: Dr. James Shorter and Dr. Barbara Kalvig with two other volunteers care for a search and rescue dog
at Ground Zero.

Read More

MHNA Statement of Revenues and Expenditures with Cash
Position for Fiscal Year Ended February 28, 2021
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Statement of Revenues and Expenditures
with Cash Position for Fiscal Year Ended February 28, 2021 (Unaudited for
Management Purposes Only).
Read More

Your continued support ensures the beautification of the Murray
Hill malls on Park Avenue
Patrons of Park Avenue maintains and beautifies the
malls on Park Avenue. Your donation to POPA ensures
the continued annual plantings of spring tulips, summer
begonias and fall chrysanthemums, along with weekly
maintenance. Support for POPA is an ideal way for Co-Op
Boards, Property Management Companies, small
businesses and individuals to show your love for Murray
Hill. Participation as a Gardener is $500 and up. To
become a Gardener, or to sponsor a higher level of
support for the malls, please contact Victoria Spagnola, 50 Park Avenue, Apt. 14C, New
York, NY 10016 or by email at victoria.spagnola@patronsofparkavenue.org. You can
donate online at murrayhillnyc.org/donate. If you donate online, please notify us so that
your donation will be properly acknowledged.
Read More

MHNA Street Festival Postponed Until 2022
In July, the Trustees of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association made the difficult
decision not to hold the MHNA Street Festival on July 31, 2021. Instead, we will be
focusing our energy on planning for the 2022 festival. Next year’s event will be
reimagined as a hyper-local arts and crafts festival that will be smaller than in recent
years with a focus on artisans, small businesses, and local restaurants. If you are
interesting in helping to plan the 2022 MHNA Street Festival, please reach out to Ashley
Petrylak at info@murrayhillnyc.org.
Read More

Newest Murray Hill Cultural Medallion Dedicated to William
Delano and Chester Aldrich
The Preservation & Design (P&D) Committee of The
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association announced that its
most recent Cultural Medallion was dedicated in May.
This medallion, honoring the life and work of architects
William Delano and Chester Aldrich, was installed at 126
East 38th Street, where they had their offices. Barbaralee
Diamonstein-Spielvogel, chair of the Historic Landmarks
Preservation Center (HLPC) which sponsors the Cultural
Medallion Program, presided over the ceremony.
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Read More

Updates: Public Construction Projects in Murray Hill
There are several ongoing public construction projects in
Murray Hill and surrounding areas: the New Wave Pier
makeover is completed, the Park Avenue Tunnel
Restoration is nearing completion, the East Side Access
Project is expected to open to the public in December
2022, and the infrastructure upgrades along 3rd and 2nd
Avenue and surrounding areas is progressing, with an
expected completion in Fall 2023.
Photo by Kevin O' Keefe, Chair of CB6 Environment and Parks
Committee.

Read More

New pedestrian plaza at 1 Vanderbilt
The new pedestrian plaza at 1 Vanderbilt, next to Grand
Central Terminal, is now open to the public. What used to
be a dingy alley is now a pleasant place to walk and sit,
with a decorative sidewalk, greenery and more room to
walk. This public space was part of the supertall 1
Vanderbilt construction project and was made possible by
the Greater East Midtown Rezoning of 2017. The
rezoning permits taller office buildings in exchange for
new or improved public spaces and transportation
improvements.

Arts, Culture & Leisure
Murray Hill is home to many world-class cultural and
educational organizations. Due to the pandemic
restrictions on indoor facilities with gatherings of people,
some of the venues have capacity limitations, may require
proof of vaccination, and may not be offering all of their
usual services, as of press time. Keep checking their
websites for information about their virtual programming
and updated information. The Morgan Library & Museum
is open by appointment. New York Public Library
branches are open for most services, including Grab & Go services. Bryant Park is open
for in-person and virtual programs. Scandinavia House has been presenting live events
Read More

'The Last Picture Show' at Gallery35 will be on view September &
October
The new fall exhibit at Gallery35, The Last Picture Show, features work by 28 past and
current members of the collective. The exhibit is available for viewing in September and
October. View the exhibit online at gallery35nyc.com/on-exhibit-now. Gallery35, 30 East
35th Street, gallery35nyc.com, gallery35ny@gmail.com, 917-566-0708.
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Read More

Get ready for the General Election in
November!
The New York State primary elections had many new
features: the new ranked choice voting, the multitude of
candidates for hotly contested offices, and the suspense
of waiting for the final vote count. Now it’s time to start
preparing for the General Election, which is less than two
months away. In one way the General Election will be
simpler; it will not have ranked-choice voting. But in
addition to voting for Mayor, City Council Members (in
some districts), Public Advocate, Comptroller, Manhattan
Borough President and other elected officials, NYC voters
will have the opportunity to vote “Yes” or “No” on five
ballot proposals.
Read More

Drawing the District lines in New York
The census count and the resulting redistricting occur every 10 years. Census counts
provide information for redistricting. Representation in state and federal government is
by district, and state officials are responsible for drawing the district lines for both state
and congressional seats. Redistricting ensures that each district is approximately equal
in population. The first round of the Independent Redistricting Commission’s hearings
were held across the state earlier in the summer. The commission will release initial
draft plans to the public by September 15th. There will be public hearings throughout the
state in the fall to solicit input on the draft plans. There is still time to submit testimonies
or maps to submissions@nyirc.gov; this should be done as soon as possible. By January
15, 2022, the IRC will present a proposal for redistricting to the NY State Legislature. The
Legislature must approve the plan by a two-thirds vote in order to send it to the Governor
for signature. If the Legislature wants to alter the plan, it must reject the plan twice.
Read More

New York City Council Approves Expansion of Flatiron/23rd
Street Partnership BID’s Boundaries
In July, The New York City Council approved legislation
that will expand the boundaries of the Flatiron/23rd Street
Partnership Business Improvement District (BID) as of
January 1, 2022. The Partnership provides supplemental
sanitation and safety services, homeless outreach, public
space management and beautification, marketing,
business support, and advocacy to the BID.
Councilmembers Carlina Rivera and Keith Powers
supported the expansion of this BID. The expanded
northern boundaries of the BID go as far as 33rd Street
on Park Avenue.
Read More

Members Corner
Our warmest welcome to new Murray Hill Neighborhood Association members, including
new business and building members. We also thank all of our members who have
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renewed their memberships. Your support and participation benefit the community, keep
us going and are greatly appreciated. We invite you to visit the website Directory for
details about business and nonprofit members.
Read More

Changes to the Discount Program
Shop local! Support our neighborhood businesses! Please be prepared to show proof of
MHNA membership when you ask for a discount.

New
Tenho Ramen, 542 3rd Avenue (at 36th Street), 646-781-9025, tenhoramen.com. 10%
discount, not to be combined with other offers, excludes taxes and gratuities, dine in &
take-out.
Full list of discounts at the links below.
Restaurant and Food Discounts
General Discounts
Read More

Remembering Joe Di Domenico, MHNA Trustee
It is with great sadness that we mark the passing of
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Honorary Trustee
Joe Di Domenico (aka Joey Dee). For those who had the
good fortune to know him, he was unceasingly supportive
and generous with his time, effort and skills. He always
put Murray Hill first, doing whatever needed to be done
with graciousness, humor and panache while, at the same
time, celebrating other people’s achievements.
Over the past 30 years, Joe created graphics for MHNA publicity, designed the logo
graphic and templates for the layout of the MHNA printed newsletter, did the graphic
design for many MHNA flyers, brochures and booklets, and as Membership Chair,
developed a customized membership computer system using MS Access. This
membership system was in use for many years. He also helped with tasks ranging from
weeding the Park Avenue Malls to assisting with the block party and other events. He
did this while holding various roles as Trustee, Treasurer, Membership Chair and
Honorary Trustee, and he was supportive until the very end. He loved Murray Hill. He
will be missed!
Photo of Joe Di Domenico and Marisa Bulzone.

Collectors Club Youth Stamp Club and Adult Stamp Collectors
Group Suspension Continues
The Youth Stamp Club as well as the Adult Stamp
Collectors Group at the Collectors Club were suspended
in March of 2020 because of the pandemic. The
suspension will continue at least into the fall or until later,
depending on COVID restrictions.
The Youth Stamp Club has had monthly meetings from
September to May for 12 years at the Collectors Club,
located at 22 East 35 Street. It accepts youth from 4th
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grade and up; at this time children under 12 are not eligible for vaccines and many older
children have not been vaccinated.
Information about the status of the programs will communicated though The Murray Hill
Neighborhood Association, and it will also be posted on the Collectors Club web site,
collectorsclub.org.
Read More

The MHNA digital Membership Card
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association members can now show their membership cards
on their phones, or print them out. The card can be used to get discounts at fine Murray
Hill restaurants and businesses and also for selected MHNA events. It's easy, and only
requires internet access.
Sample

Read More

We invite you to join or renew online now!

Visit murrayhillnyc.org to join or renew your membership
online.
Keep up-to-date with neighborhood events and issues!
Get involved!
If you are not getting our emails, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org and we will add
you to our list.

Bideawee animal shelter will be moving
Bideawee, the shelter for dogs and cats, will be moving in 2022, after being in Murray
Hill for more than 117 years. One of our country’s first no-kill animal welfare
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organizations, Bideawee has been a leader in rescuing
dogs and cats and successfully integrating them into
loving homes. Their two adoption centers are open to the
public on a first-come, first-served basis. Those who
would like to become part of their foster community can
apply online. Volunteers and donations are also welcome.
Bideawee is located at 410 East 38th Street (at 1st
Avenue), bideawee@bideawee.org, 866-262-8133,
bideawee.org. Their new Manhattan location will be a
state of the art facility on west 24th Street.
Read More

Museums, galleries & art services
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Pets
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Healthcare
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Houses of worship
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Restaurants
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Architecture, interior design, contracting & home services
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Professional and financial services
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Computers and technical services
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Schools & training
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Real Estate, rentals and hotels
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Support our Generous Advertisers!

Post Office Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897 | 212-886-5867 | info@murrayhillnyc.org

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
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Follow @MHNANYC on Instagram or @MHNANYC on Facebook.
And, don't forget to tag @MHNANYC in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!
You are receiving this email as a member of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. To be
removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with "Remove" in the subject.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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