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Three New Cultural Medallions Honoring Distinguished 
Murray Hill Residents Are Unveiled
By Barbara M. Sagan, MHNA Preservation & Design Committee
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Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt, Charles Dana Gibson, and 
Jessica Tandy and Hume Cronyn were honored in April in 
ceremonies unveiling cultural medallions placed on the fa-
çades of each of the brownstones where they once resided in 
Murray Hill. Barbaralee Diamonstein-Spielvogel, founder of 
the Historic Landmarks Preservation Center, which spon-
sors the Cultural Medallion Program, presided over each 
ceremony. She gave an overview of the historical significance 
of each of these famous people and introduced the esteemed 
speakers invited to attend because of their knowledge of or 
relationship to these distinguished families.
The first ceremony was held on Tuesday, April 24th on the 
steps of 125 East 36th Street. Eleanor and Franklin Roos-
evelt lived here when they were first married, after return-
ing from their honeymoon, and their first two children were 

Stroll east on 34th Street nearly to the river and take a gander at the lat-
est addition to NYU Langone’s sprawling campus, the 21-story Kimmel Pa-
vilion, which opened June 24 after roughly a decade of groundwork. The 
soaring glass box of 1.2 million square feet holds a children’s hospital and 
space for 800 biomedical researchers, making it one of the largest construc-
tion projects in Manhattan, according to NYU. And don’t miss—as if you 
could—the three-story sculpture of a Dalmatian balancing a taxicab on its 
nose. This giant bit of whimsy, named Spot, is the work of Murray Hill artist 
Donald Lipski and a nod to Langone’s young patients as well as to Hasbro, 
which donated $50 million to the hospital, the Toy Association reported. 
Three times that sum came from Helen L. Kimmel, in memory of her hus-
band, Martin S. Kimmel, a real estate developer.

born here. Franklin Roosevelt’s notable achievements were 
accomplished as President of the United States from 1932-
1945, as he led the country through the Great Depression 
and World War II. Eleanor Roosevelt was a political figure, 
diplomat and activist for human rights. The speakers at this 
ceremony included Mr. Harold Holzer, Jonathan F. Fan-
ton Director, The Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute, 
Blanche Wiesen Cook, Distinguished Professor of History 
and Women’s Studies, Graduate Center, CUNY, Ambassa-

Gibson House Medallion unveiling: Sarah Gibson Wiley, great-
granddaughter of Charles Dana Gibson,  Professor Martha Patterson and 
Susan Demmet, Chair of the MHNA Preservation & Design Committee.

SAVE THE DATE!

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
invites you 

to their

Annual Meeting
Thursday, October 4 at 7pm

Learn about neighborhood issues 
and 

MHNA projects 
Meet your neighbors 
More details to follow

Photo (detail) by Deborah Baldwin

Photo by Nancy Idaka Sheran



President’s Corner
By Diane Bartow, President, MHNAMurray Hill Life

A publication of the 
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Board of Trustees

President: Diane Bartow

Vice Presidents:  Susan Demmet, Thomas Horan, 
Matthew Roberts, Marion Weingarten

Secretary: Ashley Petrylak

Treasurer: Barbara M. Sagan

Trustees
Fred Arcaro, Stein Berre, John B. Chadwick, Jr.,  

Lilli Seidman Davis, May Fan, Becky Flig,  
Shibani Gambhir, Jaclyn Greenman Mommen,  

Jon Harari, Tom Horan, Cindy Lerner, 
Vered Mallon, Veronica McIlraith, Anoop Punjabi,  

Michael-Ann Rowe, Lisa Searing,  
Nancy Idaka Sheran, Elaine Silber,  

Victoria Spagnola, Lance Zakin

Honorary Trustees
Joelle Anderson, Robert Cohen,  

Joe W. Di Domenico, Irma Worrell Fisher,  
Paula Hutter Gilliam, Ellen Imbimbo,  

Enid Klass, Ellen H. Propp

Past Presidents
Ed Hochberg, Mark Tracten, Stephen Weingrad

Newsletter Staff

Editor:  Nancy Idaka Sheran
Editorial Assistant:  Barbara Guinan

Advertising:  Nancy Idaka Sheran
Digital Edition:  Jon Gilbert, Mieko Kojima and 

Nancy Idaka Sheran
Design & Production:  Hilary Black

Distribution:  Thomas Horan, Anoop Punjabi

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Post Office Box 1897

New York, NY  10156-1897
212-886-5867

Send letters to the editor or story ideas to
info@murrayhillnyc.org

and please use the subject line
“Murray Hill Life”.

Fall is on its way and so is the new season of The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association. 
I look forward to seeing you at the MHNA Annual Meeting on October 4th. 
The various committee chairs and co-chairs will be presenting the issues and 
projects they are working on. We are also inviting the candidates who are 
running for office in this year’s November election. After the meeting you 
will have the opportunity to discuss issues with the committee chairs and 
co-chairs and enjoy refreshments with your neighbors. Please put the date 
on your calendar and try to attend this very important meeting.
This is an important election year. Please make sure your voice is heard and 
vote for the candidate that you feel will make a difference. This has been a 
very difficult time for so many when it comes to politics. The Association 
does not endorse any candidates, but we do try to give you the opportunity 
to hear from them.
I hope you are all enjoying the weekly e-blast updates. We have tried very 
hard to provide you with information that is educational, interesting and up 
to date on the issues that are important to Murray Hill and our quality of life. 
We have just put out the annual Murray Hill Neighborhood Association sur-
vey. I sincerely hope you took the time to complete it. We use the survey 
results to prioritize our work. The results of the survey will be presented at 
the annual meeting.
I wish to thank all of the trustees and volunteers for working so hard and 
caring so much about our neighborhood. It is truly a pleasure to work with 
each and every one of you. 
We continue to work on the mission of the association, which is to continue 
to make Murray Hill a highly desirable place to live, work and visit. If you 
have the time, please volunteer to work on a committee. Your participation 
is important and allows us to continue with our mission. If you are interested 
in working on a committee, discuss this with the chairs at the annual meet-
ing or send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Let’s find the right place for 
you where you can make an impact!
We will continue to update you on the issues, especially with the infrastruc-
ture project on Second and Third Avenue that will affect us with traffic and 
transportation issues. These renovations to the infrastructure are needed, 
and we will make sure that they are done and will keep you informed to the 
best of our ability.
Please join us on October 4th. I look forward to seeing you there.
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News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association
Fred Arcaro, President

We can finally say good bye to NYU Langone’s MRI trailers on East 38th 
Street between First Avenue and the FDR Drive Service Road. On June 28, I 
was given a tour, by NYU staff, of the NYU Langone Medical Center’s new 
facility located at 222 East 41st Street between Second Avenue and Tunnel 
Drive. NYU leased and altered one floor of the building to accommodate 

mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
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three new MRI units, a CAT scan unit and supporting elec-
tronic devices for patient diagnostic services. The new facil-
ity is expected to be operational starting the first week of 
July 2018. At the same time, NYU confirmed that they will 
start to dismantle and remove the two MRI trailers on 38th 
Street. By the end of July, we will get back the sidewalk space 
on that block.
The New York City Economic Development Corporation 
is conducting dredging along the Waterside pier (old Con 
Edison pier 38th-41st Streets), but has yet to start its com-
prehensive plan to upgrade the existing East River Espla-
nade with more amenities and a bike lane that in the future 
will connect with north and south bike lanes along the wa-
terfront. The City has installed some benches but no other 
amenities. 
A new terminal slip has been installed at the 35th Street pier 
to accommodate additional ferry boat traffic. With the new 
slip, the 35th Street Pier will be able to disembark passengers 
from five boats at the same time.
The owner of View34 (UDR Rivergate, LLC), a rental build-
ing at 401 East 34th Street, has started construction of a new-
ly designed plaza. The plaza will have eleven trees, five land-
scaped areas, a basketball court, an artificial turf lawn and 
a 4,000 square foot commercial, food-related, space with 
outside seating. There will be indoor space on the first floor 

How the MHNA Seeks New Trustees
During June and July, the Nominating Committee of The 
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association sent out eblasts call-
ing for nominations for new trustees to begin serving in Oc-
tober for the 2018-2019 year. Candidates were interviewed 
by the Nominating Committee in August. Trustees are 
elected at the Annual Meeting, which will be held this year 
on October 4. Trustees are required to be a member of the 
MHNA, attend monthly board meetings, co-chair a com-
mittee, participate in our annual members meeting and help 
stage our annual street festival. This year candidates were 
asked to send a short bio that included their background 
and ideas for improving Murray Hill. Each year, specific 
skills are sought, depending on the need.
We continue to look for people who are interested in com-
munications, grant writing, neighborhood beautification 
and liaising with our local police, DOT and other City of-
ficials. If you are thinking about becoming more involved 
in our neighborhood and did not apply this time around to 
be a Trustee, consider joining one of our working commit-
tees to learn more about the work we do. If interested, email 
info@murrayhillnyc.org.

JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office
Downsize • Move • Unpack

Purge • Declutter
Estate Liquidation • Online Sales

Flexible, Sensitive, Compassionate
Individualized Approach

20 years experience 917-854-6055
Free Consultation joannedkaplan@gmail.com

of the commercial space, as well as a cellar. The total plaza 
space will be approximately 71.000 square feet and should 
be completed by late 2019. 
Our neighborhood is getting a new school. The Turtle Bay 
Music School will move to the Corinthian Condominium 
building at 330 East 38th Street from 244 East 52st Street 
where they were located since 1935. The music school will 
increase its usable space by 50 percent in their new loca-
tion. The school will have 13 studios, five multi-use teaching 
rooms, a performance hall, meeting rooms and music labs. 
The music school plans to open its doors in fall 2018.
MECA will have street fairs on September 28 (54th Street 
between 3rd & Lexington Avenue) and October 19 (40th 
Street between 3rd & Lexington Avenue). Please come and 
visit them! 

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com
http://www.interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org.?subject=
mailto:joanndkaplan%40gmail.com?subject=
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Tell a friend about The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association
New Membership/Renewal Form. 

Make checks payable to  
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

o $35 Individual o $50 Couple
o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)
o $25 Young Professional (to age 40)
o $60 Small Business (1-9 employees)
o $100 Medium Sized Business (10-24 employees)
o $250 Large Business (25+ employees)

I want to make an additional contribution:  $  
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o

Name _________________________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________

Partner Name __________________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________

Company Name _________________________________________

Contact Person _________________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________ Apt  ________

City _______________________ State ____ Zip ______________

Primary Phone # ________________________________________

Cell/Other Phone ________________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897

Please visit the website for details about business members.

Join or Renew Online
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org and click Join 

Keep up-to-date with neighborhood events and issues!  
Get involved!

Members’ Corner
Our warmest welcome to new members.

Business/Nonprofit
Bella Napoli
Chicken Provence
Chill Space NYC
Aimee Fink, Douglas Elliman 
    Real Estate
Alexis El Hadj Godley, Corcoran
    Group Real Estate

Lotus Blossom Acupuncture PC
Raise New York
Shelburne Hotel & Suites 
    by Affinia
Stone Bridge Pizza and Salad
Turtle Bay Music School
as of 7/6/2018

The MHNA Welcomes the Shelburne Hotel & 
Suites as a New Nember! 
The Shelburne Hotel & Suites by Affinia, situated in the 
heart of Murray Hill with residential-style room accommo-
dations, is located at 303 Lexington Avenue (at 37th Street). 
It is also home to Rare Bar & Grill and Rare View rooftop 
bar with 360 degree views of the city. In addition to 325 guest 
rooms, the local venue has two private meeting rooms that 
can accommodate parties and events of up to 100 attendees. 
The Shelburne is pet-friendly and offers weekly and long-
term stay discounts for business travelers and families.
Built in 1926 as a hotel, the original plans for the Shelburne 
were filed with the New York City Dept. of Buildings in 1925 
for a 15-story brick stores and hotel building at 297-303 Lex-
ington Ave. by the Morris White Holding Co. The architect 
was Charles B. Meyers.
To inquire about event space or a block of rooms for your 
guests, contact Sales Coordination at salesnewyork@af-
finia.com. The Shelburne offers MHNA member discounts 
on hotel rooms. You can contact them at affinia.com/Shel-
burne, or call 212-689-5200. When booking, use the Corpo-
rate/Promotion Code: NEIGH. 

Individual/Couples
Paul T. Averill
Carol Baroudy
Walid Baroudy
Fred D. Basch
Susan Basch
Jarret Berg
Jennifer Berg
Matthew Brief
Liz Brondolo
Tom Brondolo
Joann Brown
Marcelo E. Cardoso
Josephine Carles
Pat DeSano
Jeff Devlin
Timothy Lloyd Eames
Mark J. Evans

Desmond Fitzpatrick
Jean Fitzpatrick
Andrew Friedman
Loretta Friedman
Kathryn Godley
Karen Gordon
Louisa Ann Graham
Jill Harrington
Tina Lou Heinz
Paula Levy
Tracy Lloret
Lesley Anne Mardon
Moray McCrory
Teresa A. McManus
Jeffrey Mischka
Tamanna Mohapatra
Michael Moskowitz
Mary P. Murray

Annette Petrusa
Elisse Rosen
M. Schloss
Jerold Schwartz
Violeta Schwartz
Norman Scott
Amrisha Sinha
Anie Smith
James Smith
Debra Swensson
Meg Tarter
Emma Thanhauser
Michael Toder
Elizabeth R. Tooter
Scott Tooter
Roman David Trojanowski
Brian J. Truskowski

Doorman Denis Harrow greets a guest

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://murrayhillnyc.org/common/directory/default_merchants.cfm?clientID=11037&subsection=directory&ThisPage=directory
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:salesnewyork%40affinia.com?subject=
mailto:salesnewyork%40affinia.com?subject=
http://www.affinia.com/shelburne
http://www.affinia.com/shelburne
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In memoriam:  Anita Louise Duncan
Anita Louise Duncan, a long time Murray Hill Neighbor-
hood Association member, trustee and a beloved member of 
the Preservation & Design Committee, passed away on May 
21, 2018 at age 80 in Evansville, Indiana.
Anita was born in Evans-
ville. In the first grade, she 
announced that she wanted 
to be an artist when she 
grew up. Following her 
dream, Anita graduated 
from Indiana University in 
1959 with a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts, majoring in design. 
After holding numerous 
positions throughout the country, she moved to New York 
City, where she lived for over 50 years. She worked as a col-

Anita Duncan and John Chadwick at 
an MHNA event

lege and elementary school textbook designer, book editor, 
photo researcher and director of editorial licensing. She also 
worked for Marvel Comics. In 2005, she was named Picture 
Professional of the Year by The American Society of Picture 
Professionals. She lent her talents to the MHNA by design-
ing many posters and fliers for MHNA events and programs.
After she retired to Evansville, she organized a retrospec-
tive exhibit at the Evansville Museum. The exhibit opened 
in 2015 and is now part of the museum collection. An article 
about the exhibit was featured in the Winter 2015 Murray 
Hill Life newsletter.
Anita was a vibrant, generous and caring woman who was 
deeply involved in all aspects of life. She made many friends, 
and she will be deeply missed.
The interment of her ashes will be at her church, Marble 
Collegiate Church. A celebration of her life will take place 
there at a time yet to be determined.

Lucille Bass, daughter of the late Janet and Leonard L. Bass, 
passed away suddenly in Seville, Spain on March 12, 2018. 
She was a graduate of Boston University, a Russian language 
teacher for the Board of Cooperative Educational Services 
of Westchester, the first female Vice President for ITT Corp, 
and an independent business management consultant. 
Lucille was a longtime resident of Murray Hill and an enthu-
siastic member and supporter of The Murray Hill Neighbor-
hood Association. She served as secretary on the Preserva-

tion & Design Committee for several years and was always 
an eager volunteer. 

Lucille was a loving and thoughtful sister, aunt, cousin and 
friend. Survivors include Barbara and Jeff Baumgardner of 
Sudbury, MA, Martha and David Riquier of Needham, MA, 
Andrea Riquier of Manhattan, Adam Riquier of Needham, 
MA and Sarah Baumgardner of Houston, TX. By her re-
quest there were no services.

In memoriam:  Lucille Bass, Former Secretary of the MHNA Preservation & Design Committee

Young Professionals Networking Group Met in April

On April 26, The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s 
Young Professionals Networking Group met at The Lindley, 
a new luxury condominium building on Third Avenue be-
tween 38th and 39th Streets. There was ample time to net-
work and meet neighbors while snacking on hors d’oeuvres 
and wine. During the event a presentation and discussion 
focused on the pros and cons of renting versus buying an 
apartment in New York City, as well as what questions to ask 
when you are making these important decisions. 

The speakers included Henry Urgo and Michael Monterosa, 
Sales Associates, The Lindley, Stephen Lascher, Wells Fargo, 
Stephanie Kim, Esq.,Weidenbaum & Harari, LLP, and An-
nette Beatrice, Leasing Manager, The Frontier. They present-
ed some of the benefits of buying in The Lindley, specifically 
noting the building’s amenities and its 421-A tax abatement, 
which reduces property taxes for a ten-year period.

The group was also able to visit the rooftop garden with 

spectacular views and a beautiful two-bedroom model 
apartment in the neighboring rental building, The Frontier.
We are grateful to The Lindley for hosting this event and to 
the speakers for sharing their insights with us.
For more information on future Young Professionals Net-
working Group events, please contact co-chairs Ashley Pet-
rylak and Becky Flig at info@murrayhillnyc.org. 

http://www.murrayhilnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/Winter2015MurrayHillLife.pdf
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/Winter2015MurrayHillLife.pdf
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=
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The MHNA extends a warm welcome to Turtle Bay Music 
School, which moves to Murray Hill in early September 
2018. TBMS, a non-profit community music school, serves 
over 5,000 New Yorkers each year through lessons, classes, 
free performances, and community programs in senior cen-
ters and public schools. Founded in 1925, TBMS strives to 
share the transformative power of music with all those who 
seek it.
TBMS brings a musical home and community to the resi-
dents of the fast-expanding Murray Hill neighborhood. No 
matter your age, experience, or musical preferences, if you 
love and value music, then there’s a place for you there. The 
school provides lessons and classes in all instruments and 
voice for all ages, from young children who are just discov-
ering music, to older adults who are rediscovering music. 
An extensive early childhood curriculum includes programs 
for children as young as 6 months. Musical Mornings–A 
Prelude to Preschool, invites a caregiver to learn alongside 
their infant or toddler, and a music-centered preschool will 
open in the fall of 2019. 
There will be grand opening events and an open house in 
early fall 2018. Look for the announcements of their free 

concerts and programs, or visit their website to see the up-
coming events.
In addition their new facilities are available for event rentals.
Turtle Bay Music School is located at 330 East 38th Street 
(between 1st & 2nd Avenue), telephone: 212-753-8811, web-
site: www.tbms.org.
Turtle Bay Music School is a non-profit member of the 
MHNA.

Turtle Bay Music School Comes to Murray Hill!

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.tbms.org
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The Collectors Club is a world-renowned, 122 year old stamp 
collecting club located in a landmark building at 22 East 35th 
Street, and is a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association. In September it will begin the tenth year of its 
popular Youth Stamp Club. Youngsters in grades 4 and up 
are welcome. No previous knowledge or experience with 
stamps is necessary. The program and all materials are free. 
Stamp Club activities show youngsters how much fun the 
hobby can be. They learn to identify stamps from countries 
around the world and select those with subjects that inter-
est them. Meetings are held at the Collectors Club from 10 
to 11:30 am, usually on the third Saturday of the month. The 
dates for 2018-19 are:  September 15, October 20, November 
17, December 15, January 19, February 16, March 16, April 13 
and May 18.
In September, the Club will also begin its seventh year of a 
program for adults who are interested in stamp collecting. 
This free program is aimed at people new to stamp collect-
ing as well as people who have done it in the past and wish to 
return to the hobby. Information, encouragement and guid-
ance are the goals; nothing is offered for sale. Stamp collect-
ing can be an absorbing, challenging and creative hobby, as 

Collectors Club Announces 2018-19 Schedules for Free Youth and Adult Stamp Collecting 
Programs

well as a peaceful interlude in a stressful day. There are myri-
ads of subjects and themes to discover. The first two meet-
ings will be at 1pm on September 15 and November 17 at the 
Collectors Club. Additional dates will be announced later.

For information or to register for either program, email to 
info@collectorsclub.org or call 212-683-0559. Space is lim-
ited, so early registration is advisable for both programs.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:info%40collectorsclub.org?subject=
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Pershing Square West Plaza
The Pershing Square West Plaza reconstruction is substan-
tially completed, but as of this writing, there is still no open-
ing date.

Queens Midtown Tunnel work is substantially completed
The project to restore the Queens Midtown Tunnel and to 
make it more resilient after it was flooded and heavily dam-
aged during Superstorm Sandy (2012) was substantially 
completed in Spring 2018. This was eleven months ahead of 
the original target completion, due to an accelerated sched-

ule. All of the major systems in the tunnel were replaced, 
including electrical, lighting, communications, monitoring 
and control systems. Restoration and mitigation was done 
at the tunnel’s mid-river pump room, where new submers-
ible pumps were installed. Structural work included the 
replacement of catwalks, duct banks, wall tiles, ceiling fin-

ishes, polymer panels, curbs and gutters. The tunnel also re-
ceived new roadway LED lighting and new clearly-marked 
exit signs, lights and emergency phones. The Capital Pro-
gram (non Sandy) work includes replacement of the fire 
line system in both tubes and the complete rehabilitation of 
the Manhattan Exit Plaza. Representative Carolyn Maloney 
helped to secure federal FEMA funding for these repairs. 
The full weekend tube closures came to an end in July. There 
will be continuing related work at the portals for future 
storm mitigation, including flood door installation, through 
the end of 2018. There will also be off-peak or nighttime tube 
closures for remaining tasks, as well as routine maintenance 
such as tunnel washing. The new Tunnel Operations Direc-
tor is Cassandra Edghill. 

(New) Reconfiguration of East 33rd Street between 1st & 
2nd Avenue 
East 33rd Street is being reconfigured between 1st and 2nd 
Avenue from a 1-way to a 2-way street. This was requested 
by NYU Langone to provide better access for ambulances 
to their emergency entrance on 1st Avenue. The project is 
expected to be finished by fall 2018.

Park Avenue Tunnel
Active construction on the $24 million project to rehabili-
tate the Park Avenue Tunnel is expected to continue through 

Updates on Construction Projects in Murray Hill

w w w. g l o b a l c o v e r a g e . c o m

Info@g lob a lcoverage .com

http://www.globalcoverage.com
mailto:Info%40globalcoverage.com?subject=
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The NYPL Sells Its Space in the B. Altman 
Building to the Museum of Pop Culture
The Museum of Pop Culture NYC purchased the New York 
Public Library’s Science, Industry and Business Library 
space in the landmark B. Altman building, 188 Madison Av-
enue at 34th Street. MoPOP would be the first museum in 
the City to celebrate creativity in all forms of popular cul-
ture, from music, film, and theater to fashion, gaming, and 
comic books. This museum will be associated with the Mo-
POP in Seattle.
MoPOP will lease the space back to NYPL at no cost until 
construction begins on the new museum. SIBL’s staff, pro-
grams and collections will be moved to the renovated Stav-
ros Niarchos Foundation Library (formerly Mid-Manhattan 
Library) on 40th Street and Fifth Avenue when it reopens in 
2020. SIBL’s research collections will be moved to the 42nd 
Street Library. 
MoPOP has applied to the Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission to create an entrance on the 34th Street side of the 
building and to install a marquee and banner signs. The 
hearing for this change to the building is scheduled for July 
24. Members of the MHNA’s Preservation & Design Com-
mittee will attend this hearing.
These are the details of the Certificate of Appropriateness 
application: LPC-19-26364, 188 Madison Avenue – B. Alt-
man & Company Department Store Building – Individual 
Landmark:  An Italian Renaissance Palazzo style department 
store building designed by Trowbridge and Livingston and 
built in 1905-13, with later additions extended through the 
entire block to Madison Avenue. Application is to install a 
marquee and banner signs, and replace infill.
Source:  MoPOP press release, June 1, 2018 and email from the NYPL, 
July 6, 2018.

2019. Completed work includes the installation of a new 
sub-surface drainage system, asbestos abatement inside the 
tunnel, and installation of the tunnel roadway subbase and 
base concrete. The next part of the project addresses lead 
abatement inside the tunnel. The construction yard was re-
located to the southbound side of Park Avenue between East 
40th and East 41st Street. The New York City Department of 
Transportation is managing this project and is taking every 
measure to ensure that inconveniences during construction 
are kept to a minimum. 

(New) Infrastructure upgrades on 2nd and 3rd Avenues, 
33rd and 35th Street and surrounding areas
The New York City Department of Design and Construc-
tion began work this summer on Project MED607, a $37 
million project to install new curbs, catch basins, sewers, 
hydrants and water mains. The work will be mostly on 2nd 
and 3rd Avenue from East 32nd to East 37th Street, as well as 
on East 33rd and East 35th Streets but the work will also af-
fect surrounding areas. The project is estimated to take three 
years to complete. There will also be utility infrastructure 
and roadway restoration work. The city contractor has in-
stalled tree guards and mobilized their storage area on 35th 
Street between 1st Avenue and Tunnel Approach. They have 
created test pits and completed tests of water service inter-
ruptions. DOT’s allowable work hours are Monday to Fri-
day, 7am-10pm, and on weekends from 8am to 10pm. Ad-
vance notice will be given for water service interruptions. 
Bus stops and bus routes may be relocated during the con-
struction. Signs and instructions about these changes will 
be posted in advance. We have posted this information on 
the MHNA website in the Traffic Updates section. Check the 
MHNA website for updates. 

28th Street 6 Station Closed for Repairs on 
July 16
The 28th Street 6 station will be closed for six months, be-
ginning July 16, the MTA announced. 
In addition to repairing station deterioration, station en-
trances will be enhanced with digital signage providing real-
time information, countdown clocks, new railings or cano-
pies, and brighter, more energy-efficient lighting. Turnstile 
areas will be upgraded with glass barriers, security cameras, 
new information centers and digital dashboards. Platforms 
will get new platform edge warning strips, accessible board-
ing areas, new seating furniture, digital dashboards with 
wayfinding information and new countdown clocks.
More than 24,000 customers use this station. For alternate 
service to and from 28th Street 6 during the closure, cus-
tomers can use nearby stations at 33rd Street 6, 23rd Street 6 
or 28th Street R or W station.
Source:  MTA Press release of June 15, 2018

The 17th Precinct Begins Neighborhood 
Policing in Murray Hill 
On July 19, The 17th Precinct held a public meeting 
at St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral to roll out their 
Neighborhood Policing plan for Murray Hill, which 
started over the summer. Murray Hill residents had 
the chance to meet the Neighborhood Coordination 
Officers who will work with us to resolve issues.
Neighborhood Policing is a crime-fighting strategy 
built on improved communication and collabora-
tion between local police officers and community 
residents. Officers are assigned to neighborhoods, 
so that they become familiar with local residents 
and local problems.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.mopop.org/media/1584/a_museum_of_pop_culture_in_nyc_june_1_2018.pdf
http://www.mta.info/press-release/nyc-transit/repairs-and-improvements-coming-three-manhattan-6fm-subway-stations
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/bureaus/patrol/neighborhood-coordination-officers.page
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For the last three years, Patrons of Park Avenue has been dili-
gently working towards creating new, sustainable plantings 
on our malls that will not require as much water or main-
tenance and will also allow us to save money by purchasing 
fewer seasonal plants. This year, that work has finally come 
to fruition. The Stella d’Oro lilies and the Stella Rubia lilies 

are perennials and 
will bloom each year 
without needing 
to be replaced. The 
Liriope planted in 
the front of the beds 
holds in water so that 
we do not have to 
water as frequently. 
Under the guid-
ance of Irma Worrell 
Fisher, the Founding 
Chair of POPA, we 
have also undertaken 
a vigorous planting 
program to reforest 
the ground cover on 
the malls which over 
the years has suffered 
the vicissitudes of 

freezing cold winters and broiling hot summers. In addition 
we have replaced the holly bushes that expired over the last 
few years as well as four cherry trees and four alder trees. 
Thank you to everyone who supported us with pledges and 
gifts! 
Each year, we ask the buildings that line Park Avenue to do-
nate a minimum of $2,500 per building. As this comes to 
$50 per week, most buildings give gladly. Last year, in 2017, 
many buildings gave generously to POPA, and they are listed 
below. Individuals and small businesses can sponsor weekly 
cleanings, weeding and watering programs on our malls by 
contributing $500 or more as Gardeners.  
We are in the midst of our ANNUAL FUND RAISING CAM-
PAIGN for 2018. Ask your building owner or your Board of 
Directors if they have contributed to the beautification of 
the Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue this year. If they have 
not, please urge them to do so. If you see your building on 
the list of non-participating buildings, or if your building 
has not participated at the full amount, please urge your 
Board of Directors or your Building Owner to contribute 
$2,500 or more!
If you would like to join us as a Benefactor, a Patron, or a 
Gardener, please contact John Chadwick at jchadwick@rcn.
com. It is a wonderful way to show your support for our 
beautiful historic community.

We are grateful to the supporters of the Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue!

The Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue are the jewel in the 
crown of lovely, old Murray Hill. Please help us keep them 
that way!
Benefactors ($2,500+)(2017)

2 Park Avenue 20 Park Avenue 45 Park Avenue
7 Park Avenue 23 Park Avenue 70 Park Avenue
10 Park Avenue 40 Park Avenue 90 Park Avenue
15-17 Park Avenue 41 Park Avenue Mr. Thomas Schumacher

Patrons ($1,500-$2,499)
35 Park Avenue 67 Park Avenue 99 Park Avenue

Gardeners ($500-$1,499)
16 Park Avenue 48 Park Avenue 66 Park Avenue
30 Park Avenue 50 Park Avenue 77 Park Avenue
Bartow Insurance Kanaris Contracting Corp.
Church of the Incarnation Knockout Renovation
Christina Coleman and Mark and Josephine Mansour
     The Coleture Group Metropolitan Commercial Bank
Federal Home Loan Bank of NY Ann Neumann, Financial Advisor,
Philip and Cheryl Greenberg      Morgan Stanley
Rodney Hilburn Sanford Hall Carpet
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Hochberg Theodore Alexander, Inc.
Interiors by John Chadwick

Buildings Not Participating (2017)
3 Park Avenue 52 Park Avenue 71 Park Avenue
4 Park Avenue 55 Park Avenue 80 Park Avenue
9-11 Park Avenue 57 Park Avenue 100 Park Avenue
46 Park Avenue 58 Park Avenue 101 Park Avenue
49 Park Avenue 59 Park Avenue

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:jchadwick%40rcn.com?subject=
mailto:jchadwick%40rcn.com?subject=
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MHNA Volunteers Clean and Mulch Tree 
Beds Along 3rd and 2nd Avenues 
The Clean and Green Committee of the Murray Hill Neigh-
borhood Association held its annual mulching and cleanup 
event on Saturday morning, April 28.
A group of more than a dozen MHNA volunteers met at 9am 
and were soon joined by about 10 energetic individuals from 
the 30th Street Men’s Shelter. After some brief introductions 
(and breakfast supplied by Stein Berre of the MHNA) the 
work began. We cleaned and placed mulch in dozens of tree 
beds along Second and Third Avenues between 33rd and 
38th Streets. 
We were fortunate to have perfect weather for the day and 
we were able to accomplish everything we had planned. 
Work wrapped up at 11am and we were lucky enough to have 
a brief visit by The Big Apple Chorus to end our day’s ac-
tivities. They performed a short set of four-part harmony for 
the entertainment of volunteers and passers-by. Fourteen 
members of the Chorus also joined us on June 2nd at the 
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Street Festival. 
A special thanks goes out to the Men’s Shelter volunteers 
and to Audris Abreu of NYC DHS for all their help in mak-
ing this event such a success.
Watch for next year’s announcements and try to join us for 
our next cleanup and mulch event. You’ll help beautify Mur-
ray Hill and come away with a heightened sense of commu-
nity spirit.

Issues the MHNA Is Following

Proposal in Albany to lift the NYC FAR fails for 
the 3rd time this year!
Source: New York City Landmarks Conservancy article of June 26, 
2018

The real estate industry and Mayor de Blasio’s third attempt 
to pass legislation in Albany that would allow out-of-scale 
buildings in City neighborhoods failed again this past legis-
lative session. We expect them to try again, and must moni-

Continued on page 16

Lord & Taylor’s Landmark Fifth Avenue 
Flagship To Close in 2019
The Lord & Taylor flagship store, located in a landmark 
building on Fifth Avenue between 38th and 39th street, will 
close in 2019. L&T has been at that location for more than a 
century. The parent company, Canadian-based Hudson Bay 
Company, announced the closure in a press release on June 
5. Last year, HBC sold the building to WeWork, which plans 
to make the location its headquarters. 

Underground Arts is a venue for all artists. 
Its sole purpose is to provide artists with a 
place to showcase their artistic talent and 
the public with the opportunity to experience 
that art up close and personal. The only limit 
is the imagination of the artist. 

Do you need a place to practice, to meet, to 
exhibit, to perform, to hold a bazaar, host an 
event?  If so, Welcome to 

 Underground Arts
 Where Art and People Mingle
 120 East 32nd Street
 New York, NY 10016

Contact:
Tiffany Livingstone
212-883-0680, Ext. 308
tlivingstone@gcnssc.org

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:tlivingstone%40gcnssc.org?subject=
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Over the course of this summer, the MHNA launched a pi-
lot program to help address the litter problems along 3rd 
Avenue. Litter in this area has been cited in member surveys 
as one of the issues that most negatively impacts the qual-
ity of life of our neighborhood. In an effort to combat this 
problem, we have reached out to city agencies for help with 
a litter cleanup initiative.

The Shelter Employment Opportunity program, adminis-
tered by the City, selects people living in the 30th Street Shel-
ter to take part in work programs lasting several months. 
The program’s goal is to help clients attain more regular 
housing and employment. As part of the program, the SEO 
participants work for city agencies and other organizations, 
such as The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association, aiming 
to build job skills and demonstrate readiness to interview 
for permanent employment at the end of the program.  

We have been working with the shelter, employing some of 
its residents to help with our weekly litter cleanup as part of 
their work program. We focused our efforts on 3rd Avenue 
during the summer months where bar and restaurant traffic 
leads to a large amount of litter. The aim of this initiative is 
to do a weekly cleanup of the area—preferably on Sunday or 

Monday to address the weekend accumulation of litter. 
Those selected in the program normally work 20 hours per 
week. Work for the private sector or for not-for-profits, such 
as the MHNA, is a welcomed addition to this program, as 
it provides more employment options to participants in the 
SEO program.
The MHNA has provided seed money for the clean-up pilot 
program, and we have requested grant money from the City, 
but in order to win grant money we must also demonstrate 
community support for this program. Contributions of $120 
will help us extend the program by an additional day and, 
even more importantly, will help us make the case to the 
City that this program is worthy of match-funding. To do-
nate, please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org and click Donate.
Our hope is that our new initiative proves to be a win-win 
for both the community and for people looking for a chance 
to work and a path out of the shelter system. For those of 
you who live or shop in 3rd Avenue between 30th and 38th 
Street, we would love to hear what you think about this ini-
tiative and if it would be something we should extend be-
yond the summer months. Send your comments to info@
murrayhillnyc.org.

MHNA Launches Pilot Program to Clean Up 3rd Avenue

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=
http://www.hgss.org
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Cultural Medallion Unveiling continued from page 1

On Sunday, May 20th, members of the Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association and their guests attended the New York City Ballet at 
Lincoln Center to see a Robbins/Bernstein collaboration program 
of Fancy Free, Dybbuk and West Side Story Suite. The afternoon 
began with an informal “meet the dancer” talk with Jenelle Manzi, 
who took the group backstage.

dor William Vanden Heuvel, Board Chair Emeritus, Roo-
sevelt Institute, Phoebe Roosevelt, great-grand-daughter of 
Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt, and Jonathan Alter, jour-
nalist, author and producer. Many members of the public 
were able to join in the celebration. Following the ceremony, 
the current owners, Yoshiki Shimada and Katharine Culli-
son, held a lovely reception inside their home.

Wednesday, April 25th was rainy, and the unveiling ceremo-
ny for Charles Dana Gibson was held inside the home of Ed 
and Thayer Hochberg at 111 East 35th Street. This ceremony 
was followed by the ceremony for Jessica Tandy and Hume 
Cronyn inside the home of Therese Doherty and Scott Her-
shman at 113 East 35th Street, right next door to the previous 
ceremony. A reception was held at the Doherty/Hershman 
home following the medallion dedications. 

Charles Dana Gibson, a renowned illustrator, was famous 
for his creation of the “Gibson Girls.” Speakers at his cer-
emony included Dennis Dittrich, illustrator and past Presi-
dent, Society of Illustrators, Professor Martha Patterson, 
McKendree University in Illinois and Sarah Gibson Wiley, 
great-grand-daughter of Charles Dana Gibson. Each speak-
er provided valuable insights into the early life of Gibson as 
well as the development of his artistic talent.

Both Jessica Tandy and Hume Cronyn were well into their 
theatrical careers during the time they lived in Murray Hill. 
Jessica Tandy was busy starring in A Streetcar Named De-
sire in the late 1940’s and Hume Cronyn was also involved 
with several theatrical productions. The couple performed 
together in The Gin Game and Foxfire. Speakers at their cer-
emony included Milly Barranger, Professor Emerita, Uni-
versity of North Carolina, Jacqueline Z. Davis, Executive 
Director, New York Public Library for the Performing Arts 
at Lincoln Center and Tandy Cronyn, actress and daughter 
of Tandy and Cronyn. Tandy spoke about how much the 
family enjoyed living in the house.

All of the cultural medallion ceremonies including the 
speakers and the unveilings were videotaped by the HLPC, 
thus providing a permanent historical record of each event. 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Preservation & 
Design Committee co-sponsored the medallions and events.

The P&D Committee is exploring several names to add to 
our list of cultural medallion honorees. These include the 
songwriter, Cole Porter, the architect Marcel Breuer, the 
playwright Tennessee Williams and the actress Helen Hayes.  

Funding for the research, fabrication of the medallions and 
the videotaping of the ceremonies comes from individual 
sponsors, honored building owners and private donations. 
If you would like to sponsor or contribute to the Medallion 
Program, please visit our website at www.murrayhillnyc.
org and click Donate. Email Susan Demmet at sldemmet@

gmail.com when you donate so your contribution can be 
properly acknowledged, or if you know of a “significant per-
son” who lived in Murray Hill whom you believe should be 
nominated for a Cultural Medallion.
To learn more about the Cultural Medallion Program, we 
encourage you to visit the Historic Landmarks Preservation 
Center website at www.hlpcculturalmedallions.org.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:dgbar%40msn.com?subject=
http://www.bartowinsurance.com
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:sldemmet%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sldemmet%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.hlpcculturalmedallions.org
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Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street

Exhibits: 
Wayne Thiebaud, Draftsman, through September 23. This California 
artist (born 1920) is best known for paintings of pies and ice cream 
cones. This exhibit explores Thiebaud’s works on paper.
The Magic of Handwriting: The Pedro Correa do Lago Collection,  through 
September 16. For the last 50 years this Brazilian author and publisher 
has been assembling one of the most comprehensive  collections of 
handwritten letters, manuscripts and musical compositions. This 
exhibit features about 140 items from Michelangelo, Puccini, Proust, 
Emily Dickinson, Lucrezia Borgia and more.
Medieval Monsters: Terrors, Aliens, Wonders, through September 23. 
Drawing on the Morgan’s superb collection of illuminated manuscripts, 
this first of its kind exhibit in North America explores the complex 
social role of monsters in the Middle Ages, featuring three themes–
Terrors, Aliens and Wonders–showing how monsters functioned in 
Medieval society.
Pontormo: Miraculous Encounters, September 7 to January 6, 2019. 
This exhibit presents the altarpiece of the Visitation, painted in the 
1520’s, with its preparatory drawing, by Jacopo da Pontormo (1494-
1556), in the U.S. for the first time. Included is his masterpiece, 
Portrait of a Young Man in a Red Cap.
Drawing in Tintoretto’s Venice, October 12 to January 6, 2019. 
This is the first exhibition since 1956 of the drawings of Jacopo 
Tintoretto (1518-1594). Works by well-known contemporaries help 
to understand Tintoretto’s drawings. Works by other 16th century 

artists show Tintoretto’s influence on them.
It’s Alive! Frankenstein at 200, October 12 to January 27, 2019. The 
200th anniversary exhibit of this work shows how Mary Shelley 
created a monster torn between good and evil, and how her novel 
was reinterpreted by spinoffs, tributes and parodies. On view will be 
comic books, film posters and portions of the original manuscript.
Rivers and Torrents: Oil Sketches from the Thaw Collection, through 
December 9. During the 19th century, oil paint on paper by artists 
working outdoors became popular, especially water themes.

Public Programs: Lectures, concerts, gallery talks, films, family, special 
events. Visit The Morgan’s website for details: www.themorgan.org; 
212-685-0008. Friday open until 9pm; 7-9pm FREE. Lunch or snack at 
Morgan Café or formal dining room. Visit their museum shop.

The New York Public Library
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, 476 Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street
www.nypl.org/schwarzman

Exhibits:
Blue Prints: The Pioneering Photographs of Anna Atkins, October 19 
to February 17, 2019. Ms. Atkins used the cyanotype process, known 
for its bright blue images, to express her love of botany. Her book, 
Photographs of British Algae, was the first to be solely illustrated in this 
new medium.
Anna Atkins Refracted: Contemporary Works, September 28 to January 6, 
2019. This exhibit displays the work of contemporary artists influenced 
by Ms. Atkins’s cyanotype process and botanical themes.
Jenny Odell: Peripheral Landscapes ongoing. This digital artist exhibits 
decorative map elements. 
Jill Kupin Rose Gallery, ongoing. Large wall panels showing the history, 
collections & services of the NYPL.  
NYPL Digitizes Complete Jewish Oral History Transcripts: 2250 
transcripts of Jewish notables by the American Jewish Committee. 
http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-committee. 
Online Exhibitions: Both from physical and web-only exhibits: https://
www.nypl.org/events/online-exhibitions.

Programs: (www.nypl.org/events/programs)
Live From the NYPL: Lectures, discussions with prominent experts in 
many fields. Discounts for seniors and students. For schedule, prices 
and tickets visit www.nypl.org/live, 1-888-718-4253. 
Free tour, Monday-Saturday, 11am & 2pm; Sunday at 2pm. Self-guided 
audio tour. 917-275-6975. 
SIBL (Science, Industry and Business Library), at 188 Madison Avenue 
at 34th Street), Talks on finance, careers, etc. 
Mid-Manhattan (5th Ave., 40th St.) CLOSED FOR RENOVATION. 
Services relocated to other libraries, including 42nd Street and SIBL, 
www.nypl.org/midtown.

CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue at 34th Street, in the landmark B.Altman building

From September-June CUNY Graduate Center presents a wide range 
of public programs: concerts, lectures, plays, screenings and exhibits. 
Many are free, but for events with fees, become a member for $50 a year 
and you can get discounts. Support a great NYC neighborhood cultural 
institution. www.gc.cuny.edu/membership. 212-817-7130. Check events 
at: http://www.gc.cuny.edu/publicprograms; 212-817-8215.

We Invite You!

Sunday Worship at 11 am
Sunday School for Children/Youth  

at 11 am

A Welcoming Congregation
The Community Church of New York

Unitarian Universalist

Rev. Carlos R. Martinez
Interim Minister

40 East 35th Street
New York, NY  10016

212-683-4988 / www.ccny.org
info@ccny.org

http://www.themorgan.org/
http://www.nypl.org/locations/schwarzman
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-committee
http://www.nypl.org/events/online-exhibitions
http://www.nypl.org/events/online-exhibitions
http://www.nypl.org/events/programs
http://www.nypl.org/live
http://nyplmidtown.org/project-phases/mid-manhattan-library/
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/Support-the-GC/Community-Membership
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/All-GC-Events/GC-Presents
http://www.ccny.org
mailto:info%40ccny.org?subject=


www.murrayhillnyc.org The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Fall 2018 15

Arts, Culture & Leisure
Music in Midtown: Free concerts Thursdays at 1pm by CUNY 
doctoral candidates, renowned faculty and guest artists. No tickets 
or reservations needed. Elebash Hall Main Floor. Also free evening 
recitals.
September 13:  Chamber Music: Berio, Corigiliano, Franco-Donatoni, 
Piazzolla, Stravinsky
September 27: Chamber Music: Poulenc, Ravel, Rimsky-Korsakov, 
Schubert.
October 11: Poetry Project with Kristin Leitterman, oboe & soprano. 
October 25: Two Centuries of Women Composers: pianists Alexandra 
Joan, Ursula Oppens.
November 8: Trio: Catherine Cho, violin Marcy Rosen, cello; Robert 
McDonald, piano.
December 6: Chamber Music: TBA.

American-Scandinavian Foundation–Scandinavia 
House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

Exhibit:  
Light Lines: Jan Groth, Inger Johanne Grytting and Thomal Pihl,  
opens October 11. This exhibit celebrates 3 Norwegian artists with close 
ties to the New York community representing 3 generations.

Films 
Ingmar Bergman Retrospective, probably September - October (dates 
TBD).
New Icelandic Cinema (Dates TBD).
Nordic International Film Festival, October 31-November 4.
Baltic Film Festival, October 18-21.

Concerts
Keyboard Conversations with Jeffrey Siegel, September 27, 8pm. 
Series continues in 2019.  
New Icelandic Musicians & Artists, celebrating Iceland’s centenary 
(dates TBD). 
Per Tengstrand, Swedish pianist, October 25, November 10, November 
29, 7pm talk, 7:30pm concert. Series continues in 2019.
Visit their website for the complete schedule of films, lectures, con-
certs, exhibits, theater, book club, language classes, family/children 
activities; www.scandinaviahouse.org, 212-779-3587. Membership: 
same telephone number, ext. 715; Gift shop & Smörgås restaurant for  
brunch, lunch, dinner, films & concerts combos: 212-847-9745.

Doctors Orchestra Concert
111 East 33rd Street, off Park Avenue 
www.doctorsorchestra.org

Fall concert: date & time TBA. Check website. FREE: donations wel-
come. Tentative program: Works by Bizet, Mozart & Frank.

Bryant Park
40th to 42nd Street, between 5th & 6th Avenue:  
behind the 42nd Street Library
Early fall: Ping-pong, chess, petanque, yoga, tai chi, fencing, reading 
room, juggling, games, carousel, jazz piano (through October 5), res-
taurants, cafés. Late fall: The Pond, free ice skating through February 
2019. 212-768-4242 www.bryantpark.org; Facebook, Twitter, blog, news-
letters, brochures. 

elliman.com/newyorkcity

AIMEE FINK
Lic. R. E. Salesperson

O: 212.705.1064
M: 646.841.3224
aimee.fink@elliman.com

© 2018 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.  575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 
10022. 212.891.7000

3 0 - Y E A R  M U R R A Y  H I L L

R E S I D E N T  A N D

N E I G H B O R H O O D  E X P E R T .

Contact Aimee today for your real estate needs.

L O O K I N G  T O
B U Y  O R  S E L L ?

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.scandinaviahouse.org/
http://www.doctorsorchestra.org
http://www.bryantpark.org/
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tor this closely.
Preservationists and the City’s delegation of State Senate 
and Assembly Members have opposed lifting a longstand-
ing State cap on the size of residential buildings, called the 
Floor Area Ratio or FAR, for several reasons. Communities 
in all five boroughs are already concerned about over-devel-
opment. They have also decried the de Blasio administra-
tion’s secrecy and lack of opportunities for public debate on 
this issue.
Those who want to preserve neighborhood character are op-
posed to a citywide bill, and ask the New York City Depart-
ment of City Planning to identify discrete areas where they 
can demonstrate that increased density can be absorbed 
without overwhelming transit systems and schools, or dam-
aging quality of life. The public should be engaged through-
out this planning process. DCP should also study if allowing 
smaller zoning bonuses to increase the height of buildings in 
these select areas would be an alternative to lifting the cap.
There have not been any DCP reports on the impact of re-
cent citywide zoning changes and bonuses which have al-
ready increased building size and altered neighborhoods. In 
addition there has been no information from the DCP on 
the effectiveness of the zoning changes–how many afford-
able units have been created and lost to new construction.
Current and future Historic Districts, and neighborhoods 
zoned for less than 12 FAR should be excluded from at-
tempts to lift the State cap.

The NYPL begins work on its changes to the Main 
Branch research and study areas
Source: The New York Public Library website

Work began in July to expand and improve areas for research 
and quiet study at the New York Public Library’s Stephen A. 
Schwarzman Building on 42nd Street and 5th Avenue. Last 
year, the NYPL shared plans with the public for the “Master 
Plan” project, and prioritized the construction of a second 
floor “scholar center” that will include a mix of quiet study 
spaces, seminar spaces, and reading rooms for researchers.
The changes will take place in a central corridor on the sec-
ond floor that currently includes staff spaces, a small num-
ber of public tables, and the Shoichi Noma Reading Room. 
The corridor will be closed during construction until Sep-
tember 2019.
While these facilities are closed, the Library will add public 
seats to the Salomon Room, and Shoichi Noma researchers 
will be moved to the Wertheim Study.
At the public meetings last year, researchers asked the NYPL 
for more information about their plans for the books that 
had previously been stored in the lower levels of the Schwar-
zman Building, and are now being stored in New Jersey. The 

Issues MHNA is Following continued from page 11 NYPL website for this phase does not provide additional in-
formation about the plans for these research materials.

The Harmonia on East 31st Street–an update
Source: Council Member Keith Powers newsletter “News 2018” is-
sued in June

Formerly The Chandler Hotel, the Harmonia, a shelter for 
adult families at 12 East 31st Street, is filling rooms until it 
reaches capacity. Services for the Underserved is the shel-
ter provider. Since its opening, S:US has been involved with 
addressing neighborhood complaints including residents 
gathering outside the building and trash pickup. Trash pick-
up has increased to seven days per week. 

Changes to the MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show your MHNA discount booklet 
before asking for a discount.
New
Bella Napoli, 130 Madison Avenue (between 30th & 31st 
Street), 212-683-4510, 10% discount every time you dine in, 
order takeout or order online - use promotion code Murray.
La Stanza, 334 B Lexington Avenue (at 39th Street), 212-883-
9556, 10% off food & beverage when dining in. Offer cannot 
be used in conjunction with online reservations or delivery.
Lotus Blossom Acupuncture PC, offices at 20 Park Avenue 
and 200 East 33rd Street, 347-405-4558 (voice or text), 20% 
discount for all acupuncture sessions, including initial visit.
Rare Bar & Grill, 303 Lexington Avenue (at 37th Street, 
located at Shelburne Hotel), 212-481-1999, 10% discount in 
the restaurant for all meal periods (not valid at Rare View).
Stone Bridge Pizza & Salad, 16 East 41st Street (between 5th 
& Madison Avenue), 646-791-5690, 10% off (dine in only).
Zuma, 261 Madison Avenue (between 38th and 39th Street), 
212-544-9862, 10% discount for lunch (must book in advance), 
please mention your MHNA membership when booking.
Changed
Eneslow Shoes & Orthotics, The Foot Comfort Center, 470 
Park Avenue South (at 32nd Street), 1-800-ENESLOW (363-
7569), 10% discount.
Put Your Best Fish Forward in Murray Hill!  A seafood 
class and demonstration over lunch, brunch or dinner. At 
the chef ’s studio or your location, by appointment. Contact 
Michael-Ann at michaelannrowe@gmail.com or 646-345-
4412, $95/pp, MHNA members book five seats, and get the 
sixth seat free.
Removed
Azzurrini Fine Art has closed their Murray Hill location in 
the Hotel Kitano.
Notaro has closed their Murray Hill location.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.bellanapoli.com
https://lotusheals.com
http://stonebridgepizzaandsalad.com
http://www.michaelannrowe.com/recipes/whole-snapper-no-bones-about-it
mailto:michaelannrowe%40gmail.com?subject=
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2018/2019 Season Kick-Off Exhibit Follows Tradition at Gallery35!

Gallery35 begins its new season with a thought-provoking 
Social Justice Exhibit (September 9–November 4). This art 
show explores the issue of overcoming the challenges facing 
those released from prison and seeking new beginnings 
in the larger community. The exhibit will coincide with a 
conference—also focusing on life after incarceration—to be 
held at Community Church in October by the Community 
Service Society, a 175-year-old anti-poverty organization that 
aims to “raise the floor for all New Yorkers.” Gallery35 hopes 
to include the art of some of the conference participants as 
well as other guest artists in addition to Gallery35 artists. The 
public is invited to the artists’ reception on September 22nd 
and a Closing Reception on October 27th, both from 6-8pm.
Social justice exhibits have long been a tradition at Gallery35 
and have included shows providing a venue for work by 
artists from Iraq, Burma, Haiti, Cuba and Brazil, some of 
whom are in exile. Most recently, Hear! Our Voices featured 
the work of Gallery35 artists inspired by the social justice 
concerns of members of Community Church of New York 
Unitarian Universalist.
Later in the fall, look for familiar scenes as New York City 
takes center stage in their second exhibit, Local Inspiration 
(November 5–January 13). Rounding out their 2018/2019 

season will be Interiors (January 14-March 3), Elements of 
Nature (March 4–May 5) and Blue (May 6–June 15). Gallery35 
is also planning a 2019 Summer Exhibit which will feature 
the work of gallery artists Ingrid Sletten and Susan Demmet.
Please visit the Gallery35 website: www.gallery35nyc.com for 
additional details and updates on all of their exhibits.

Exhibiting the work of artists from (l-r) Iraq, Burma, Haiti, Cuba and 
Brazil in social justice hosted shows 2011-2014

A Big Thank You to Council Members Keith 
Powers and Carlina Rivera!
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association received a 
Parks and Recreation grant from New York City Council 
Members Keith Powers and Carlina Rivera to be used for 
greening projects in Murray Hill. As we cultivate new ideas, 
we will let you know what ‘sprouts.’

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.villaberulia.com
http://www.gallery35nyc.com


SAVE THE DATE!  Special Event at Roosevelt 
House!
On October 11 from 5:30-8pm, at 47-49 East 65th Street, the 
Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute at Hunter College 
and The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Preserva-
tion & Design Committee are co-sponsoring an event to 
commemorate the 70th Anniversary of Eleanor Roosevelt’s 
role in the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt lived in Murray Hill 

from 1905-1908, upon 
returning from their 
honeymoon. Earlier 
this year, a Cultural 
Medallion honoring 
Franklin and Eleanor 
was installed by the 
Historic Landmark 
Preservation Center 
on their first home in 

Murray Hill located at 125 East 36th Street. They later moved 
to Roosevelt House which remained the family home until 
1942, when it became part of Hunter College.
After President Roosevelt’s death in 1945, President Harry S. 
Truman appointed Eleanor a delegate to the United Nations. 
She served as Chair of the Commission on Human Rights 
from 1946–1951 and played an extraordinary leadership role 
in the drafting and adoption of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights in 1948. President Harry S. Truman called her 
the “First Lady of the World” in tribute to her human rights 
achievements.
October 11, when the event will be held, marks the birth-
day of Eleanor Roosevelt, who was born in New York City 
in 1884. The event will include an exhibit celebrating Elea-
nor Roosevelt, a program on the human rights work of the 
United Nations today and a reception in the Four Freedoms 
Room. Roosevelt House is located at 47-49 East 65th Street, 
between Madison and Park Avenues. Limited space is avail-
able for this event. Sign up as soon as registration for the 
event is announced! The cost is a $35 donation per person.

Art Deco in Murray Hill
By Elaine Silber

On a chilly April afternoon, the Preservation & Design 
Committee of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
hosted an Art Deco talk, book signing, and short walking 
tour by noted architectural historian, expert tour guide, and 
author Anthony W. Robins. A group of 44 people gathered 
on the 20th floor of 2 Park Avenue, a well-known Art Deco 
building in Murray Hill to hear Robins’s talk, complete with 
slide presentation on the history and splendors of Art Deco.
Robins described how the great Art Deco skyscrapers, built 
during the 1920’s and 1930’s, helped create an image of New 
York as a great modern metropolis, and defined New York 
in a very visual way, giving the city its identity. It is almost 
impossible to imagine the skyline of New York City without 
the Chrysler Building, The Empire State Building, and 
Rockefeller Center. 
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The lecture covered the history of the imposing skyscrapers 
designed by architects Raymond Hood, William Van Alen 
and Ely Jacques Kahn. Their famous buildings include The 
Daily News Building, The Chrysler Building, and 2 Park 
Avenue, considered one of the most beautiful and distinctive 
office towers of the Art Deco period. Robins explained how 
classic Art Deco characteristics such as windows in “vertical 
stripes” and “setbacks” were used in an effort to make the 
buildings look taller, grander and to allow in more light. 
Ornaments, decorative floral motifs applied directly to the 
buildings, abstract geometric shapes and patterns, the use of 
color, often terra cotta, gold and black, as well as elaborate 
mosaics were typical features used in Art Deco buildings.
After the talk, guests enjoyed a light lunch and a chance to 
purchase Robins’s informative and beautiful book, New York 
Art Deco: A Guide to Gotham’s Jazz Age Architecture. The 
afternoon concluded with Robins leading a short walking 
tour to view several Art Deco buildings in Murray Hill, 
including 2 Park Avenue where the event was held, 10 Park 
Avenue (a former hotel), and 181 Madison Avenue (The 
Belmont Building), one of the first buildings to use Art 
Deco design elements. Although not on the tour, Murray 
Hill boasts another Art Deco building, The Towne House 
apartment complex at 108 East 38th Street. 
The next time you walk around the city, be prepared to look 
up and marvel at the sumptuous decoration, rich detail and 
beauty of these striking Art Deco buildings. Using Anthony 
Robins’s book as a guide is a good start!

http://modernpinballnyc.com
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
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Our Silent Auction Donors Helped to Make 
the Street Festival a Success!
The Silent Auction was one of the many highlights of The 
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Street Festival 
which was held on Saturday, June 2nd. We are very grateful 
to our donors for their continued generosity and support. 
The Silent Auction would not have been possible without 
the hard work of Michael-Ann Rowe, Lilli Seidman Davis 
and Marion Weingarten and all of the dedicated volunteers 
and trustees who contacted businesses for donations. Mara 
Deutsch, Linda Froccaro, Estelle Meister and Erlinda Nelson 
assisted at the Silent Auction table on the day of the festival.
Silent Auction Donors:
Bagel Boss
Barry’s Bootcamp
Benjamin Steakhouse
Bernie Weil
Bravest on 38th
Computer Doctor
Covina Restaurant
Daniel’s Bagels
Déjà vu Hairstylist
Docks Oyster Bar & Seafood Grill
Dr. Geri Robin Dentistry
Dr. Joseph Askinasi, DC, DABCO
El Rio Grande
Eneslow Shoes & Orthotics
Equinox
Eyes on Madison
Fine & Rare
Fix and Accessories
Fred Astaire Midtown Dance Studio
Grand Central Oyster Bar & 
     Restaurant
Gymboree Play & Music of 
     Murray Hill
Henry George School of Social 
     Science
Hill & Bay
Hornblower Cruises
Iberostar Hotel
Jonathan Services
Karl Romain (Master Coach)
La Parisien Bistrot
Libretto’s Pizzeria
Linda’s Bra Salon
Magnifique Hair Salon
Makeup by Shibani

Modern Pinball NYC
Momosan Ramen & Sake
Mulligan’s Pub
Murray Hill Diner
On Location Tours
Park Avenue Tavern
Pasteur Pharmacy
Peterson Chiropractic
Put Your Best Fish Forward
Raise New York
Roof Restaurant
Rossini’s Restaurant
Royal Pizza
Sarafine
Sarge’s Deli
Scandinavia House
Scandinavia House Shop
Shelburne Hotel & Suites by 
     Affinia
Sky Gem Corp.
Smorgas Chef
Tartinery
Taylor St. Baristas
Turtles Bar, Grill and Lounge
The Breslin Bar & Dining Room
The Kitano Hotel
The Murray Hill Wee Ones 
     Club
The William
Tournesol Wellness
Turtle Bay Music School
Villa Berulia Restaurant
WindowsWear
Wine 34
Winfield-Flynn

Murray Hill Businesses Meet at the Google 
Digital Marketing Workshop
Despite the snowy day on March 21, Murray Hill businesses 
and nonprofits came together for the Google Digital Market-
ing Workshop. Speaker Angelina Darrisaw, Digital Coach, 
presented an overview of digital marketing, with a focus on 
defining your “perfect customers,” differentiating your busi-
ness from the competition, targeting your digital ads to dif-
ferent types of customers, and getting them to engage with 

New Street Trees!
You may have noticed some new trees in Murray Hill thanks 
to the New York City Parks Department which plants new 
trees in our neighborhood once each year, in the spring.
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Greening & 
Cleaning Committee coordinates with city agencies to get 
replacements for damaged trees and trees that are removed 
because they pose a danger to people or property or inter-
fere with city infrastructure. There are additional tree beds 
that are on the wait list for next year’s planting. 
If you want to request a replacement tree, please contact Tom 
Horan at horan.
tc@gmail.com.
Those who do not 
want to wait a year 
or more for a new 
tree can engage a 
professional ar-
borist at their own 
expense. More 
information can 
be found at NYC 
Parks Department 
approved tree spe-
cies guidelines.

NYC Parks Department Tree Plantings map. 
Green are completed plantings, orange are 
scheduled plantings.

your business. There was also time for questions and net-
working. In addition, Google ad coupons were given to all 
attendees as well as a digital workbook from the session.

This event was organized by The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association Business Committee co-chairs, Lilli Seidman 
Davis and Michael-Ann Rowe, assisted by the Business Com-
mittee volunteers who helped make this a successful event.
We are grateful to The Henry George School of Social Sci-
ence for hosting this event in their beautiful space in the 
landmark Bowdoin Carriage House at 149 East 38th Street. 
We also thank Bagel Boss Murray Hill, which catered the 
delicious breakfast.
The mission of the Business Committee is to help Murray 
Hill businesses connect with the community and thrive. 
Businesses and nonprofits can become members of the 
MHNA at www.murrayhillnyc.org/join. Businesses can also 
offer discounts to MHNA members through our Discount 
Program. Email info@murrayhillnyc.org if you have ques-
tions about business membership or would like to get in-
volved with our next Business Networking event.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.angelinadarrisaw.com/
mailto:horan.tc%40gmail?subject=
mailto:horan.tc%40gmail?subject=
http://www.nycgovparks.org/trees/street-tree-planting/species-list
http://www.nycgovparks.org/trees/street-tree-planting/species-list
http://www.nycgovparks.org/trees/street-tree-planting/species-list
http://www.nycgovparks.org/trees/street-tree-planting/species-list
http://www.hgsss.org
http://www.hgsss.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10232&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
http://www.bagelboss.com
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/subscriptions/subscribe.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Join
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=


plied Judaism, Explore & Discover, Grand Central Neigh-
borhood, Hill & Bay, Kalvig & Shorter Veterinary Associ-
ates, Knockout Renovation, Metropolitan Commercial 
Bank, Turtle Bay Music School and others.
Live entertainment was provided by neighborhood groups: 
The Big Apple Chorus, Midtown Movement and Dance, a 
children’s dance company and Ori Manea, a Polynesian 
dance troupe in which one of our trustees, May Fan, per-
forms.
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (Democrat, New York’s 
12th District) also stopped by the street festival as well as 
Suraj Patel, who ran against her in the primary.
As always, we are very grateful to the many volunteers who 
come together every year to make this Festival such an im-
portant neighborhood event. So many Murray Hill residents 
give unselfishly of their time that it is impossible to thank 
them all individually.
This year, trustee Stein Berre coordinated with the New York 
City Department of Homeless Services and several of the 
homeless volunteered to help us during the set-up phase of 
the Festival. They were enormously helpful and we are truly 
grateful for their assistance and support in the neighbor-
hood.
We are also very grateful to our street festival sponsors: 7 
Park Avenue, Bartow Insurance, Arlo Blocher, NYU Lan-
gone Health, The Lovett Company and Victoria Spagnola.
Events like The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
Street Festival make us appreciate our great neighborhood!
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Gallery35 artist John Emmet Connors paints portraits of kids, photo by 
Michael-Anne Rowe.

Along Park Avenue from 34th to 40th Street, and under 
mostly clear skies and balmy temperatures, The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association sponsored its annual Street Fes-
tival on Saturday, June 2nd.
The Silent Auction booth was unusually busy this year with 
a great many items being bid on. There were more items 
being auctioned off than at any previous Street Festival in 
recent memory. Congratulations to all the successful bid-
ders! The Book Table and Flea Market also turned in stellar 
results, and our Bake Table was filled to the brim with de-
licious homemade sweets, including many that were made 
with organic ingredients. Thank you to all of our bakers who 
contributed to the table.
We were most fortunate to have The Snarks make an appear-
ance again this year! This is the gifted group of actors who 
(in addition to their theatrical productions) portray famous 
past citizens of Murray Hill. Andy Warhol, British General 
William Howe, J.P. Morgan, and Mary Murray were among 
those represented at our Festival this year. Dressed in period 
costumes, they strolled the streets and engaged many of the 
attendees with charming tidbits and trivia about their lives. 
John Emmett Connors, an artist from Gallery35 did quick 
portraits of children. Several of our business and nonprofit 
members took spaces at the street festival: Center for Ap-

We Hope You Enjoyed the MHNA Street Festival!

Photo by Enid Klass


