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News for Murray Hill…March 27, 2023 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a 
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 

 
 

Join The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
Murray Hill is the Heart at the Center of Manhattan 

Be a part of it! 

Join the MHNA here 

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program 

 

Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts 
at the links below. 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

General Discounts 

 

 

New Discount for MHNA members! 

Inter-Global Media Network, for your technology education and needs. Web development, 

design and training. Educate and build for the web, educate and set up macOS, educate and create 
digital products and applications. Contact Inter-Global Media Network, Inc. at 
interglobalmedianetwork.com, or call 646-369-6437. Starts at $60/hr., 10% off for MHNA members. 

 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/subscriptions/member-subscribe.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Join
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=
https://www.interglobalmedianetwork.com/
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For those who celebrate Ramadan 
Have a blessed Ramadan! 

(March 22 – April 21, Eid al-Fitr) 

 
 
 
 

 
Women’s History Month 
 

To mark the last week of Women’s History Month, we share Senator 
Schumer’s update on the Equal Rights Amendment 
 
Extract from an email from Senator Chuck Schumer, March 24, 2023 
The ERA is a proposed amendment to the Constitution that would guarantee equal rights for all 
Americans regardless of gender. It is important to include this constitutional amendment, as it 
would end any legal distinctions between sexes.  
 
On January 24, 2023, Senator Cardin introduced S.J.Res.4, a joint resolution removing the deadline 
for the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment. This resolution would also incorporate the ERA 
as part of our Constitution, as three fourths of states have already ratified the ERA. The Equal Rights 
Amendment has never been as necessary and urgent as it is today. The Supreme Court's repeal of 
Roe v. Wade reminded all of us that even today, women don't have the same fundamental rights as 
men. I am proud to say that this resolution has been placed on the Senate Legislative Calendar, and 
I am committed to putting ERA on the floor as soon as we are able.  
 
I want my daughters and granddaughter to live in a country where they never have to worry about 
being discriminated against simply because of their gender, but sadly, today that is not the case. 
The ERA would fix that. That is why, as Senate Majority Leader, I was proud to support S.J.Res.1 in 
the 117th Congress. This resolution, just like S.J.Res.4, would have removed the arbitrary deadline 
for ERA ratification. I will continue to keep your thoughts in mind as S.J.Res.4 makes its way 
through this Congress, and I will continue to work to affirm gender equality. 
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Murray Hill preservation update 
 
 

 

 

 
109 East 36th Street in the Historic District (before) 109 East 36th Street (after) 

Small Victory In Fight Against Neon Signs and Monitors 
--Elaine Silber, Co-Chair Preservation & Design Committee 
We recently wrote about the proliferation of 24-hour garish LED/neon signs in historic, residential 
Murray Hill. These signs are often in professional doctors’ offices or medical spas and are obtrusive 
and anything BUT professional. We are still working on this issue but want to report a small victory 
regarding a townhouse at 109 East 36th Street in the Historic District. This building has a medical 
spa on the ground floor with a changing display monitor showing graphic “before and after” images 
in the window. We received numerous complaints about this offensive, brightly lit screen. Because 
buildings in the Historic District need to follow certain regulations, we reported the building to the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC). The LPC contacted the building manager who notified 
the business owner. As a result, the monitor has been turned off and the business will seek 
alternative signage. This is a relief to those in the neighborhood and we greatly appreciate the 
building’s cooperation in respecting our residential neighborhood. 
 
 

 
First Moravian Church on Lexington Avenue 
Community Board 5's Landmarks Committee discussed the possible saving of the First Moravian 
Church on Lexington Avenue at their Landmarks meeting. It's recorded on their YouTube channel 
(link below) and starts at 2:03 and runs for approximately 20 minutes. 
youtube.com/live/niVIMxcIYL0?feature=share.  
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/live/niVIMxcIYL0?feature=share
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Governor Hochul, Mayor Adams, and Partnership for New York City Launch 
Citywide Civic Action Campaign 
March 20, 2023, press release 
Campaign Celebrates What Makes NYC Great and Empowers New Yorkers to Show their Love by 
Getting Involved 

 
Related: Ruining more iconic NYC logos 

March 24, 2023, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin 

It’s not just We     NYC, there are other perfectly good logos that could use a redesign. Most New 

Yorkers wouldn’t be caught dead wearing an I     NY shirt. But that doesn’t mean they won’t defend 

Milton Glaser’s logo to the death. The We     NYC campaign, which launched March 20, was meant 
to get city residents to rally together coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic. They rallied all right – 
against the new logo, which just felt … off. 
[Editor’s note: Learn about Milton Glaser’s connection with Murray Hill and the Cultural Medallion 
that was placed on his studio building at 207 East 32nd Street.] 
 
 

 
 

 
Help keep our neighborhood green & clean! 
 

 
 

SPRING 2023 GREENING & CLEANING SIGN UP! 
 

Spring is in the air.  It's time for Greening & Cleaning in Murray Hill. 
 

SIGN UP to meet us for Spring Greening & Cleaning in Murray Hill and throughout St. Vartan Park. 

 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-audio-photos-rush-transcript-governor-hochul-mayor-adams-and-partnership-new-york-city
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-audio-photos-rush-transcript-governor-hochul-mayor-adams-and-partnership-new-york-city
https://www.cityandstateny.com/personality/2023/03/ruining-more-iconic-nyc-logos/384390/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=11711&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
http://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehcy46bP5vFYevopJKg9J34YVP-9IVx4aiCdgrWkCbaAfrBg/viewform
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Meet in St. Vartan Park (36th Street & 1st Avenue entrance) - Saturdays at 9am 
Dress for the occasion. We'll supply the bags and grabbers. 

 
Here are the April dates: 

April 1 
April 8 

April 15 
April 22 (Earth Day celebration in St. Vartan Park) 

Watch for the Earth Day flyer for details on activities 
 

REGISTER 
 

Are You Interested in these Greening Activities this season? 
 

• Volunteering for Earth Day; assist with clean-up organization and kids activities 
• Free Citizens Pruner class: Get a license with Trees New York to prune for the Murray Hill 

community 
• Volunteering to water trees this summer: Adopt A Tree program assistance 

• Participate on a committee for 'Beautifying Your Tree Bed' campaign; a new program to 
beautify tree beds with plants and flowers 

 
Please let us know by emailing greenandclean@murrayhillnyc.org. 

 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is partnering with St. Vartan Park Conservancy and It's 

My Park (Partnership for Parks). 
 

 
 
 
 

A large tree was chopped down on 3rd Avenue at 35th Street—here is the 
service request for a new tree 
 
SR # 311-13736346 
Service Request Type:    New Tree Request 
Location: 521 3 AVENUE, MANHATTAN (NEW YORK), NY, 10016 
Date Submitted:  3/9/2023  
Department of Parks & Recreation provided the following information: 
NYC Parks will inspect the site to determine if it is suitable for a new street tree, including a review 
of potential conflicts with other infrastructure. If the site is found to be suitable, a tree will be 
planted during the next available planting season. You may review recently completed and 
upcoming street tree plantings in your neighborhood by visiting the NYC Parks Tree Work Hub at 
nycgovparks.org/services/forestry/tree-work.  
 
 

 

http://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehcy46bP5vFYevopJKg9J34YVP-9IVx4aiCdgrWkCbaAfrBg/viewform
mailto:greenandclean@murrayhillnyc.org
https://www.nycgovparks.org/services/forestry/tree-work
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Transportation and traffic advisories 
 

 
Park Avenue Tunnel progress regarding graffiti removal and security  
Graffiti was cleaned and gates and locks were installed at the Park Avenue Tunnel North and South 
approaches. The fencing is intended to serve as a deterrent for nighttime activities, and the Park 
Avenue Tunnel team hopes the walls stay clean. NYC DOT is working diligently to complete the 
project and move forward. As always, the community's patience is greatly appreciated. See pictures 
of the tunnel and the new gates below. 
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Bus Open Stroller Program 
Updated March 23, 2023 
Traveling with babies and toddlers can be challenging…Currently, strollers must be folded before 
boarding most MTA NYCT buses. As of Spring 2023, [the MTA is] expanding [the] successful Open 
Stroller pilot program, with Designated Open Stroller Areas coming to more than 1,000 buses. 

https://new.mta.info/accessibility/bus-stroller-areas
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By the end of 2023, stroller areas will be on board the following buses: ..Manhattan: M15, M31, 
M101, M102, M103, M125…Buses in the program will have one designated area for a single open 
stroller near the rear door, completely separate from the wheelchair securement area at the front of 
the bus. Be sure to look for the decal on the exterior of your bus to know if it has the designated 
space…Please use [the MTA] customer feedback form to tell [them] what you think about [the] Open 
Stroller Program. 
 
 
 
 
Please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org Traffic Change Updates section to see the work notices for 
public projects in the neighborhood: the 2nd Avenue (and surrounding areas) infrastructure 
replacement project, Pershing Square East, street closure notices, and more.   
 
 

 

 
News from neighborhood houses of worship 
 

 
Chapel of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary 
325 East 33rd Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenue) 
Holy week services 
Palm Sunday   April 2   
   8am 
   12pm with choir 
April 3   4 – 5:30pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation  
April 6, 7, 8  ALL liturgies of the Triduum are celebrated at Church of Our Saviour (see below) 
Easter Sunday  April 9 
   8am 
   12pm with choir 
 
 
 

 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
240 East 31 Street (between 2nd & 3rd Avenue) 
Fr. Stephen Morris  
smmorris58@gmail.com  
You are invited to join the Church of the Good Shepherd as they commemorate the last days of 
Jesus’ earthly ministry and his victory over Death, his victory over everything that opposes God.  
Palm Sunday (April 2  11am) sung mass 
Maundy Thursday (April 6  6pm)  Sung Mass with Stripping of the Altar 
Good Friday (April 7) 

https://contact.mta.info/s/customer-feedback
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:smmorris58@gmail.com
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  12pm Solemn Choral Liturgy with the Veneration of the Cross and Holy Communion 
  3pm Meditation   
  3:30pm Confessions  
  6pm Evening Prayer 
Easter Day (April 9   11am) Sung Mass with festive reception following 
Daily Mass at noon April 10-15 
 
 
 
 

Church of the Incarnation 
209 Madison Avenue (35th Street) 
212-689-6350 
churchoftheincarnation.org  
Holy week services 
Palm Sunday, April 2 
   8:30am Holy Eucharist with Blessing of the Palms 
   11am Holy Eucharist with Blessing of the Palms, Procession for Children and Choral Passion 
Spy Wednesday, April 5 
   12:15am Holy Eucharist, remembering Judas’ betrayal of Jesus 
Maundy Thursday, April 6 
   6:30pm Holy Eucharist with Foot Washing and Stripping of the Altar 
   8 — 10pm    Prayer Vigil in the Chapel of the Nativity 
Good Friday, April 7 
   12pm  Solemn Liturgy for Good Friday 
   2pm  Stations of the Cross Prayer Service 
   The church will remain open for meditation until 3:00 p.m.  
Easter Eve, April 8 
   6:30pm The Great Vigil of Easter   
Easter Sunday, April 9 
   8:30am Holy Eucharist 
   11am Festival Eucharist with music for Organ, Brass and Choir 
 
 
 
 

 
Church of Our Saviour 
59 Park Avenue (at 38th Street) 
212-679-8166 
oursaviournyc.org  
April 2  Palm Sunday   (10am with choir, 5pm) Masses Begin outside of the Church and Chapel with 
Blessing & Distribution of Palms 
April 3   4 – 7pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation  
April 6   6pm  Holy Thursday—Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Washing of Feet & Procession of 
the Blessed Sacrament to the Repository in the undercroft for Adoration until 9:30pm. 
April 7   3pm  Good Friday  Celebration of the Passion of the Lord, Liturgy of the Word, with sung 
Passion, Veneration of the Cross & Holy Communion 

http://churchoftheincarnation.org/
http://oursaviournyc.org/
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April 8    8pm Holy Saturday   Blessing of Fire & Paschal Candle, Scripture, Baptism, Eucharist 
(Catechumens & Candidates will Receive the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism Confirmation and 
Eucharist) 
April 9   Easter Sunday    
   10am with choir 
    12:30pm with San’Egidio & our homeless friends 
 
 
 

 
Madison Avenue Baptist Church 
129 Madison Avenue 
(between 30th & 31st Street) 
mabcnyc.org 
All are welcome! 
April 7   5:30pm Good Friday Service “It’s Darkest Before the Dawn: A Good Friday Concert” - Join 
Rev. Susan Sparks, pianist and choral director Aza Sydykov, the Madison Avenue Baptist Church 
choir, and classically trained emerging artists for a Good Friday meditation and concert. The service 
starts with a short opening message by Rev. Sparks about the moments before dawn. The 
remainder of the service will invite participants into a personal reflection through music on the 
transition from mourning to anticipation to hope. Selections will include Handel’s Messiah as well 
as classical, Broadway, and Pop selections.  
April 9  11am  Easter Sunday  Join MABC for a glorious Easter Sunday, with music from Handel to 
Broadway, an Easter message from Rev. Susan Sparks, Children’s Church for our kids, a 
catered coffee hour, and an Easter egg hunt! Bring a dessert to share! 
 
 
 
April 2 – 9  

Holy Week at St. Vartan Cathedral 
See full schedule 
630 Second Avenue (34th Street) 
212-686-0710 
 
 
 

 

Next Metropolitan Synagogue of New York 
Concert & Shabbat Service 

 
Join Rabbi Plaut and Sephardi virtuoso and singer Avram Pengas to celebrate Shabbat with a 

concert of Israeli music in honor of Israel's 75th Independence Day. 
 

Friday, April 14, 6 – 7pm 
at 

Scandinavia House 
58 Park Avenue, NYC, 10016 

http://mabcnyc.org/
https://armenianchurch.us/2023/03/23/holy-week-at-st-vartan-cathedral-april-2-through-9/
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(between 37th & 38th Streets) 
 

Please bring a friend or two — all ages welcome! 
 

RSVP: inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org  
 

Metropolitan Synagogue of New York 
P.O. Box 1432, New York, NY  10276 

212-679-8580 
inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org 

metropolitansynagogue.org  
 

 
 

News from neighborhood businesses & 
nonprofits 
 
 

Galleria on Third is offering 30% off all custom framing services during the 
entire month of Ramadan. Galleria will open at 10am and close at 6pm, through April 22. 

Please call 212-683-2886 for an appointment before you visit. 
Galleria on Third 
529 Third Avenue (between 35th & 36th Street) 
212-683-2886 
 
 
 
April 9  11:30am - 9pm    

Docks Oyster Bar & Grill will have a special Easter brunch menu, in addition 
to their regular menu 
633 3rd Avenue (40th Street) 
212-986-8080 
Reservations 
docksoysterbar.com  
 
 
 

 
Benjamin Prime will have an Easter menu 
Easter Menu April 9 from 12 noon – 10pm. Make it a family affair and get a complimentary picture 
with the Easter bunny! 
23 East 40th Street (between Madison & Park Avenue) 
212-338-0818 
 

mailto:inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org
mailto:inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org
http://www.metropolitansynagogue.org/
https://www.sevenrooms.com/reservations/docksoysterbarseafoodgrill/ig
https://www.docksoysterbar.com/
https://benjaminsteakhouse.com/prime/our-menus/?menu=4&utm_source=Personica&utm_medium=Easter+Prime&utm_campaign=Easter+Prime
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Sarge's Delicatessen & Diner 
Don't Pass-Over Sarge’s Holiday Specialties! 
From Matzo Balls to Noodle Kugel, Fresh Brisket to Chocolate Babka, they've got all the classics 
ready and waiting for you and your family this year. Catering Passover menu 
sargesdeli.com/assets/uploads_general/Passover-2023.pdf.  
212-679-0442 
548 3rd Avenue (between 36th & 37th Street) 
sargesdeli.com  
 
 

 

Maryel School announces spring and summer programs 
Spring enrichment programs 
Maryel has partnered with several companies to provide interactive enrichment programs to 
children all over NYC. These after-school programs will take place at Maryel School, 300 East 35th 
street, and are open to the public. Classes include Junior Engineers, robotics, basketball, piano, 
ballet and flamenco, Spanish immersion dance classes, soccer. Contact Maryel School for more 
information maryelschool.org. 
Summer Camp 2023 Spanish Immersion program (beginning June 12) 
Giving children the gift of bilingualism. Maryel’s Summer Immersion Program is a fun and easy way 
for children ages 3-10 to learn how to speak and understand Spanish. Maryel’s summer camp is full 
of exciting activities that allow children to explore, learn and have fun all at once! Based on the 
school’s full immersion model, the Spanish language is introduced through theme-based stories 
and activities. Inspired bilingual teachers teach students in a way that helps them become 
accustomed to the sounds and rhythms of the language by means of singing, speaking and acting. 
It is not required for children to have any prior knowledge of Spanish to attend Maryel's Summer 
Camp. Weekly sessions through August 4. Register at 
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdTxQF1a8lcXgRrwhyh1AA6T54FOVqptwKH0YLK6R2_rRe3
g/viewform.  
Maryel School’s NYC CAMPUS 
300 East 35th Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenue, across from St. Vartan Park) 
212-213-2097 
maryelschool.org.  
 
 
 

 
Public service announcement 

 
STARTING SATURDAY! 
April 1  (effective date) 

New trash rules 

https://sargesdeli.com/assets/uploads_general/Passover-2023.pdf
https://sargesdeli.com/
https://www.maryelschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdTxQF1a8lcXgRrwhyh1AA6T54FOVqptwKH0YLK6R2_rRe3g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdTxQF1a8lcXgRrwhyh1AA6T54FOVqptwKH0YLK6R2_rRe3g/viewform
https://www.maryelschool.org/
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The Department of Sanitation (DSNY) is changing the time for placing trash, recycling and compost 
out at the curb for collection, to help keep city streets clean and reduce the time food sources are 
available for rats. Under the new rules, residential buildings would have three options: 

• Place items out after 6pm in a secure container (bundled cardboard can also be placed next 

to the container), or 

• Place items out after 8pm, if putting out bags 

• If a building has nine or more residential units, the property owner may opt in to a 4am – 

7am set-out time.  

The opt-in period would run for the month of January each year, allowing DSNY to design efficient 
routes that take effect April 1. Visit the NYC 311 portal or the Department of Sanitation website 
nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/collection-setout-times for more details. 
 
 
 
through April (tax deadline April 18) 

NYC Free Tax Prep 
A bigger NYC EITC [earned income tax credit]. A bigger refund. Families with dependents that 
earned $80,000 or less and individuals who earned $56,000 or less in 2022, file for FREE with an IRS 
certified VITA/TCE volunteer preparer. Review checklist of documents you need to file your taxes. 
Learn more at nyc.gov/site/dca/consumers/file-your-taxes.page.  
 
Thursdays 10am –2:30pm 

The New York Public Library is offering free tax preparation assistance  
Nearest location is 58th Street branch (by appointment, provider AARP) 
The New York Public Library collaborates with the NYC Department of Consumer and Worker 
Protection (DCWP) and the IRS to host organizations in selected branches. To participate you need 
to:  

• Have a valid email address  

• Bring all necessary documents and information (See this checklist) 

• Meet the requirements for NYC tax assistance programs or IRS VITA programs 

• Meet the requirements for the tax assistance provider 

Masks are strongly recommended at all NYPL locations. Learn more at nypl.org/help/community-
outreach/income-tax-information.  
Please note there is volunteer income tax assistance across New York City. More information, 
including a site lookup by address, schedule, service type, and language is available on NYC Free 
Tax Prep Map. 
 
 
 
 
 

Governor Hochul Urges New Yorkers to Take Steps to Protect Their Personal 
Tax Account Information During Tax Season 

https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-01801
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/collection-setout-times
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dca/consumers/file-your-taxes-documents.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dca/consumers/file-your-taxes.page
https://www.nypl.org/locations/58th-street
https://taxaide.aarpfoundation.org/
https://www.nypl.org/help/community-outreach/income-tax-information
https://www.nypl.org/help/community-outreach/income-tax-information
https://a866-dcwpwb.nyc.gov/ftps_map/#/?search=%7B%7D
https://a866-dcwpwb.nyc.gov/ftps_map/#/?search=%7B%7D
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March 7, 2023, press release 
New Yorkers can keep their personal information private and secure, preventing identity theft and 
fraud by: 

• Filing promptly using e-file and direct deposit of your tax refund. Filing your tax returns as 
soon as possible can reduce the likelihood that an identity thief will be able to claim a 
fraudulent tax refund using your stolen information. Filing electronically is also safer, faster, 
and more efficient than sending paper returns through the mail. 

o Eligible taxpayers can electronically complete and submit their federal and New York 
State income tax returns online at no cost. Free File software allows you to file from 
home, which eliminates the need to carry sensitive data outside a safe location. 

o Visit the Tax Department website, tax.ny.gov, to review different Free File options. 
Simply click Free File your income tax return on the Tax Department home page. 

o By choosing direct deposit for your tax refund, you'll receive it up to two weeks 
sooner rather than having it mailed as a paper check. 

• Protecting data and documents used to prepare your return. Keep sensitive personal 
information and documents safe during and after the filing process and delete or shred once 
no longer needed. 

• Being wary of phishing schemes, including texts, unsolicited emails and telephone calls 
asking for personal information. Never share personal information, such as your Social 
Security number, in response to an unsolicited email or telephone call. If the email or call 
claims to be from a company with which you do business, call it first to confirm the contact 
is legitimate. Scammers will also use scare tactics and threats related to tax debt to get you 
to share your personal and financial information. 

o Don't click on links, download files, or open attachments in emails from unknown 
senders. Open attachments only when they are expected, and the contents are 
known. 

• Being cautious about the information shared on social media. Avoid posting birthdates, 
telephone numbers, home addresses, or images that identify employment or hobbies. This 
information may often reveal answers to security questions used to reset passwords and 
can be utilized by scammers looking to access accounts and personal information. 

• Using strong passwords. Create different complex passwords for every account. Consider 
passphrases made of up multiple short words which are easy to remember but difficult for a 
computer to guess, like "Correct-Horse-Battery-Staple!". Consider using a password manager 
which can help generate and securely store passwords. 

 
 

 
Scam alert! 

Chase Bank offers these tips to protect yourself! 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-urges-new-yorkers-take-steps-protect-their-personal-tax-account-information
https://www.tax.ny.gov/
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/efile/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPqw3Uqe0Jo
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COVID-19 updates 
 

Data taken on 1/26/23 from the COVID-19 page on the NYC Department of Health website 
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page. 
 
 

NYC Health Commissioner’s Advisory on Prevention: COVID-19 is still here. We can 

all work to reduce the spread of COVID-19 by staying informed and taking the necessary steps in 
prevention. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
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CDC update 
March 17, 2023, email 
As we mark three years of the COVID-19 pandemic, cases, deaths, and hospitalizations have all 
been decreasing steadily. Much of the U.S. population has some form of immunity, either through 
vaccination or previous infection. In addition, CDC’s 2023 Child and Adolescent Immunization 
Schedule now includes COVID-19 primary vaccine series and links to the latest guidance on booster 
dose vaccination in all populations. 

 
 

Consider additional precautions if you are at increased risk of severe illness.  

• Stay up-to-date on vaccinations for Covid-19 and flu. Get the updated COVID-19 bivalent 
booster. Vaccine Finder app vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  
If you have recently been infected with Covid-19, the CDC recommends waiting until three 
months after your infection to receive a booster.  
 

• Wear a high-quality mask, such as a KN95 or KF94, in public settings.  
 

• Test before and after travel or gatherings, or if you were recently exposed to someone who 
has COVID-19. 
 

• Stay home if sick. 
[CDC recommends: If you have COVID-19 symptoms: 

o Test 
o Talk—talk to a healthcare professional if you are eligible for treatment 
o Treat—start treatment within 5 days of developing symptoms] 

 
• Wash [or sanitize] your hands frequently. 

 

NOTE: CDC also recommends: Good ventilation 

 
 

Proof of vaccination and/or masks may be required by employers, businesses and nonprofits.  

CDC continues to recommend that people wear masks in indoor public transportation settings at 
this time. 

CDC’s travel risk assessment tools cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/child-adolescent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/child-adolescent.html
https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-prevention-and-care.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccines.page
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-whensick.page
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/Improving-Ventilation-Home.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/masks-public-transportation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
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Trends 

Data taken on 1/26/23 from NYC Department of Health Covid Data page  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page compares case rates for zip 
code 10016, Manhattan and NYC.  
 

 

 

 

A solemn moment: 3-Year Anniversary of the first recorded death of a NYC 
resident from COVID-19 
March 14th marked three years since the first recorded death of a New Yorker from COVID-19. 
Mayor Adams cited the devastating impact the pandemic inflicted on our city with more than 3.2 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page
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million cases, 211,000 hospitalizations, and 45,000 confirmed and probable deaths since March 
2020. New Yorkers responded by masking and practicing social distancing, as well as getting 
vaccinated in record numbers as part of the largest vaccination campaign in the city's history. 
Approximately 99 percent of adult New Yorkers have received at least one dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine. We are grateful for the courage and devotion of our first responders, essential workers, 
frontline health care workers, and all those who stepped in to fill the needs of their fellow-New 
Yorkers from food assistance to social support.  
Source: Mayor Adams, email of March 20, 2023, press release 
 
 

 
 

Job, training, grant & internship 
opportunities 
 

Deadline to apply is March 31! 

 
Learn more and apply at application.nycsyep.com.  

 
 

Make your views known 

 

https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/179-23/mayor-adams-marks-three-years-since-first-recorded-death-new-york-city-resident-covid-19
https://application.nycsyep.com/
https://application.nycsyep.com/
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Mayor Adams’ preliminary proposed budget once again slashes funding to 
the city’s Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Reduced funding means less oversight to prevent the destruction of buildings, longer wait times for 
needed permits and applications, and slower and fewer designations of endangered and worthy 
historic properties. Village Preservation (a NYC historic preservation advocacy group) is asking 
people to sign an editable petition at https://p2a.co/pluarvc to Mayor Adams to ask for full funding 
for the Landmarks Preservation Commission.  

 
 
 
 
May 4   1pm 

(virtual) The Federal Trade Commission will hold an informal hearing on its 
proposed rule prohibiting government and business impersonation  
Proposed rule. Any member of the public wishing to speak at the informal hearing must request to 
speak by April 14, 2023. Requests can be made in response to the Federal Register Notice on 
regulations.gov, where it will be posted shortly. The informal hearing will be held virtually and 
livestreamed on ftc.gov. the Commission is seeking comment on proposed measures that would 
fight government and business impersonation scams by declaring various tactics used by 
scammers unlawful. These include posing as a government or business by name or by implication. 
For example, the proposed rule would ban scammers from: 

• Using government seals or business logos when communicating with consumers by mail or 
online. 

• Spoofing government and business emails and web addresses, including spoofing “.gov” email 
addresses or using lookalike email addresses or websites that rely on misspellings of a 
company’s name. 

• Falsely implying government or business affiliation by using terms that are known to be 
affiliated with a government agency or business (e.g., stating “I’m calling from the Clerk’s Office” 
to falsely imply affiliation with a court of law).   

The proposed rule would also apply to those who provide “means or instrumentalities” for those 
committing a government or business impersonation scam, such as a supplier who manufactures a 
fake government credential used by scammers. In addition, the proposed rule would include non-
profit organizations in its definition of businesses, so that it would apply to scammers that 
impersonate charities. The notice will be published in the Federal Register soon. Press release. 
 

 
 

 
How you can help 
 

Join a MHNA committee 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is an all-volunteer organization. We need your help to 
keep the Association’s work going. Volunteering can be for individual events, such as the Street 

https://p2a.co/pluarvc
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2022/09/ftc-proposes-new-rule-combat-government-business-impersonation-scams
http://ftc.gov/
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/03/ftc-hold-informal-hearing-proposed-impersonation-rule
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Festival, and also for ongoing activities, such as Membership. Many administrative activities can be 
done remotely. Learn about the different committees.  
 
The Website Committee is looking for a volunteer who will learn how to enter eblasts and articles in 
the website forms and to enter them on an as-needed basis. Can be done remotely. Knowledge of 
MS Word is helpful. Computer skills are necessary. Time commitment: varies. Schedule can be 
flexible. Must be a MHNA member. 
 
If you are interested in joining a committee, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.   
 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY BOARD APPLICATION DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO 
MARCH 31 
Learn more at manhattanbp.nyc.gov/resources/communityboards.  
 

 
 
 
CB5 needs applicants. Community Boards are the independent and representative voices of their 
communities—the most grass-roots form of local government. If you are interested but have 
questions about time commitment, zoom vs in-person meetings or any other issues, please feel free 
to call CB5 District Manager, Marisa Maack, at 212 465-0907 x5 to review what goes into being a CB 
member. 
 
 
 

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=10128&clientID=11037&topicID=0&Thispage=Committees
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/resources/communityboards
https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/resources/communityboards
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IMPORTANT: The New York Public Library needs your help! 
New York City's public libraries provide free access to knowledge and a welcoming, inclusive space 
for all New Yorkers, regardless of birthplace, background, or income level. Our libraries are facing 
potential budget cuts of $36.2 million. This will severely impact their ability to deliver the free 
services, programs, and resources you depend on.  
There are 2 ways you can help:  

1. Tell City Hall: No Cuts to Libraries! Click here to send a note right now to Mayor Adams and 

the New York City Council letting them know how critical the Library is to provide you with 

the support and resources you need to succeed. 

2. The NYPL is collecting inspiring and touching stories about what the Library has meant to 

patrons and how they've helped over this past year. If you’re willing to share your story, 

please click here to learn more. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.nypl.org/speakout
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoeHIyLEnJEbpp3-ripIK_lnwHQ5vzvJD0HDC3TWu5vE_U9A/viewform
https://www.nypl.org/speakout
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Ukraine aid 
 

New York State website with information about resources and aid for 
Ukrainians 

https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
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State Department program Uniting for Ukraine 
To help fulfill President Biden’s promise to temporarily resettle 100,000 Ukrainian refugees, the 
State Department has established Uniting for Ukraine, in which legal residents of the United States 
can apply to be sponsors of migrants under a process called Humanitarian Parole. Learn more at 
uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole. Welcome.US, a humanitarian group for 
refugee resettlement, has created a guide to the process (and offers a mailing list) for people 
interested in becoming a sponsor. “Sponsors may apply as individuals, as a group, or as a 
representative of a non-governmental agency. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) lists the eligibility requirements and the instructions for completing Form I-134 (the 
Declaration of Financial Support). 

[Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of 4/28/2022] 

Ukrainians in the U.S. since March 1, 2022 are eligible for Temporary 
Protective Status (TPS) for an 18 month period. CUNY’s Citizenship Now project is ready to 

help the Ukrainian community apply for this benefit. Call 646-664-6400. 

 

Look out for scams 

 

 
 

Congestion pricing updates 
 

New bipartisan congressional caucus vows to fight New York’s congestion 
pricing plan 
March 16, 2023, politico.com, by Danielle Muoio Dunn 
The opposition is heating up as the Biden administration decides whether or not to greenlight the 
new tolling system…NEW YORK — The state’s congestion pricing plan is facing increased 
opposition in Washington, with New York and New Jersey lawmakers creating a new bipartisan 

https://www.uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-134instr.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/i-134
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/03/16/bipartisan-congressional-caucus-fight-new-york-congestion-pricing-00087302?oref=csny_firstreadtonight_nl
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/03/16/bipartisan-congressional-caucus-fight-new-york-congestion-pricing-00087302?oref=csny_firstreadtonight_nl
http://ftc.gov/charity
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congressional caucus to kill the proposal…Reps. Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.) and Nicole Malliotakis (R-
N.Y.), longtime opponents of the state’s plan to increase tolls on drivers entering central Manhattan 
at peak times, have co-founded the new caucus to strategize ways to defeat congestion pricing. 
Reps. Mike Lawler (R-N.Y.) and Tom Kean Jr. (R-N.J.) are the only other two members who have 
joined the caucus so far...The opposition is heating up as the Biden administration decides whether 
or not to greenlight the new tolling system, which is crucial to help fund the MTA’s $55 billion 
capital plan. State transit leaders had said they expected to get a final answer from Washington by 
the end of 2022, but are still waiting for a determination from the Federal Highway 
Administration...Opponents have seized on a finding in the environmental review that congestion 
pricing could increase truck traffic in some areas outside Manhattan...“Yesterday it was reported 
that New York City has the most traffic congestion of any city across the United States...An FHWA 
spokesperson said the agency is “diligently working towards a decision” when asked for an updated 
timeline on its decision-making process. “At this time, FHWA is reviewing all the comments received 
through the Environmental Assessment public comment period along with the comprehensive 
analysis completed by the project sponsors to inform FHWA’s NEPA determination,” the FHWA 
spokesperson. 

 

 
 

Penn Station neighborhood updates 
 

 
Penn 2 Cantilever LED display (photo by Michael Young) 
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PENN 2’S Cantilever LED Display Begins Testing At Two Penn Plaza In 
Midtown, Manhattan 
March 23, 2023, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young and Matt Pruznick 
Modernization work is shaping up on PENN 2, a 31-story commercial building at Two Penn 
Plaza in Midtown, Manhattan. Designed by MdeAS Architects and developed by Vornado 
Realty Trust, the project involves the replacement of the 412-foot-tall tower’s aging 
midcentury façade with a lighter glass curtain wall and the full gut renovation of its 1.61 
million square feet of office space, as well as the construction of new pocketed corner 
terraces and a multistory cantilevering volume along Seventh Avenue. GMSLLP is the 
façade consultant and Turner Construction Company and Skanska are the contractors for 
the property, which is located between West 31st and West 33rd Streets within the Penn 
District revitalization master plan. 

 
 

Join The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
Murray Hill is the Heart at the Center of Manhattan 

Be a part of it! 

Join the MHNA here 

 
 

Upcoming events 
 

 
Participatory budgeting voting, March 25 – April 2  

Participatory budgeting is a time for community members to suggest projects to improve their 
district, the projects are vetted by City agencies, and selected for the ballot to be voted on by you. 
Murray Hill crosses NYC Council districts: District 2 (Council Member Carlina Rivera), District 3 
(Council Member Erik Bottcher), District 4 (Council Member Keith Powers) not participating. CM 
Bottcher and Rivera have allocated $1 million in City capital funds. Enter your address at the voting 
link below to find your district. You can vote online or look for Participatory Budgeting locations 
throughout your district. 
 
VOTE HERE vote.pbnyc.org/new-york-city-council-participatory-budgeting-2023.  
 
Offices are also looking for volunteers to help at voting locations throughout the week. Council 
Member contact information is at the bottom of this document. 
 
 
 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/penn-2s-cantilever-led-display-begins-testing-at-two-penn-plaza-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/penn-2s-cantilever-led-display-begins-testing-at-two-penn-plaza-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/subscriptions/member-subscribe.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Join
https://vote.pbnyc.org/new-york-city-council-participatory-budgeting-2023
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March 27   12:30 - 1pm 

(in person) Soul Break with organ music performed by Janet Yieh 
(free) Yieh is the new Director of Music at Church of the Heavenly Rest on New York City’s Upper 
East Side, where she oversees a vibrant music program for all ages, conducts choirs and plays the 
138-rank Austin organ. For seven years, she served as Associate Organist at Trinity Wall Street, 
where she played at weekly services, founded the St. Paul’s Chapel Choir, accompanied the 
Grammy-nominated Trinity Choir and Trinity Youth Chorus and worked closely with the music and 
liturgy departments. She has performed in some of the most prestigious locales throughout the 
United States and across the globe. Read more about her at JanetYieh.com. Marble Church’s world-
famous pipe organ, designed and voiced by Sebastian M. Glück, has nearly 6,500 pipes spread over 
seven divisions – including three that are enclosed. An elegantly-crafted and technologically 
advanced four-manual console sits in the East choir gallery and commands 101 ranks of pipes. The 
organ’s orchestral effects and daring musical gestures were designed to perform great concert 
literature, lead dynamic public worship and provide accompaniment to Marble’s choirs under the 
direction of Kenneth V. Dake. For more information visit MarbleChurch.org. Marble Collegiate 
Church has stood on the corner of Fifth Avenue and 29th Street since 1854, with its ministry dating 
back to 1628.  
at the historic Marble Collegiate Church 
Sanctuary 
1 West 29th Street (Fifth Avenue) 
 
 

 

https://www.janetyieh.com/
https://marblechurch.org/calendar/9582/monday-soul-break-concert-series?utm_source=PATCH&utm_medium=Referral&utm_campaign=Marble+Soul+Break+03272023&utm_id=Soul+Break+0327
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Reservations at ci.ovationtix.com/1091/production/1153600?performanceId=11244586.  
 
 
 

March 27   6pm 

(virtual) Community Board Five Parks & Public Spaces Committee Meeting 
Agenda (selected items): Bryant Park Corporation and 34th St Partnership Update on Spring and 
Summer Programming; NYC Parks Department Update on a Temporary Public Art Exhibition along 
Park Ave from 53rd-63rd Streets; Application for a 10-block event commemorating "The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel" on 5th Avenue from 46th-56th streets running along both the east and west sidewalks 
to be held on April 14th. Register at 
us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RU4i_VcRTeKZSWCKrN7kuA.  
 
 

https://ci.ovationtix.com/1091/production/1153600?performanceId=11244586
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RU4i_VcRTeKZSWCKrN7kuA
https://ci.ovationtix.com/1091/production/1153600?performanceId=11244586
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March 28   12pm 

(virtual) Regional Plan Association hosts a briefing on new report: Building 
Better Streets 

Doing construction work in New York City’s streets is complicated and costly. This report examines 
obstacles and offers solutions for delivering a more modern, multidimensional right-of-way. To join 
the briefing, RSVP to Shifur Bakaul at shifur@rpa.org.  
Report: Building Better Streets 
 
 
 
 
March 28   6pm 

(virtual) Community Board Five Budget, Education & City Services Committee 
Meeting 
Agenda (selected items): Update from the New York Public Library on proposed NYC budget cuts to 
the library system; The NYC Right to Council Coalition (RTC) presentation regarding a $172M 
budget request to provide legal representation for all tenants in NYS facing eviction and small 
landlords facing foreclosure. Register at 
us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SEZpew_kS1WP0cAZJpg7cg.  
 
 
 
 
March 28    6:30pm 

17th Precinct Community Council meeting 
This meeting will be held both in person and on Zoom. To attend via Zoom, you will need to register 
in advance for this meeting at 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIodeuqrTMqG9wMf1Xj5F4pgeyQmJNAlkN7. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining. During the 
meeting, please type any questions you have into the chat function within Zoom.  
On the Agenda: Recent Unprovoked Attack and Mental Health Concerns, Recent Scooter 
Theft/Juvenile Crime, Increase in Robberies (Multiple Drivers), Increase in Grand Larcenies (Scams), 
Q&A. If you have questions ahead of the meeting that you would like the precinct to address, please 
forward them to Nora Reichard (norareichard@gmail.com) by Tuesday,  March 28, at noon. 
(attend in person) Attendees must be prepared to show proof of vaccination and booster. Masks 
are preferred and highly recommended, but not mandatory. 
at the Sutton Place Synagogue 
225 East 51st Street (between 2nd and 3rd Avenues) 
  
 
 
 
March 28   7 - 8pm  

(virtual) City of Yes for Carbon Neutrality Public Information Session 

Learn more at solar1.org/event/city-of-yes-for-carbon-neutrality-public-information-session.  

mailto:shifur@rpa.org
https://rpa.org/work/reports/building-better-streets
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SEZpew_kS1WP0cAZJpg7cg
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIodeuqrTMqG9wMf1Xj5F4pgeyQmJNAlkN7
mailto:norareichard@gmail.com
https://solar1.org/event/city-of-yes-for-carbon-neutrality-public-information-session
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March 30     9:30am 

(hybrid) The NYC Rent Guidelines Board first meeting of 2023 
will be held in-person The Board will discuss the 2023 Income and Expense Study. Attend in person 
or watch via the RGB's YouTube channel youtube.com/RentGuidelinesBoard. Hearing notice 
rentguidelinesboard.cityofnewyork.us/meetings/2023-meetings-and-hearings.  
(in person at) Landmarks Preservation Commission Conference Room 
David N. Dinkins Municipal Building 
1 Centre Street, 9th Floor 
 
 
 
 
March 30    1pm   

(hybrid) Music in Midtown: Portraits of the Heroic, Classical and Modern 

(free) Featuring the Manhattan String Quartet in a live performance. Violinists Curtis Macomber and 
Anna Lim, violist Marka Gustavsson, and cellist Chris Finckel - will perform a program for the Music 
in Midtown series, featuring Beethoven's String Quartet Op. 59 No. 2 in E minor and Shostakovich's 
String Quartet No. 3 in F major, Op. 73.  
Save the dates: 
April 13 Hayden, Sibelius and Liszt  
April 27 Chamber Music on Fifth I  
May 11 Chamber Music on Fifth II 
at CUNY Graduate Center 
Elebash Hall 
365 Fifth Avenue (34th Street) 
+1 877-428-6942 
+1 212-817-7000 
 
 
 
 
March 30   6 – 7pm  

(virtual) Fifth Avenue: From Washington Square to Marcus Garvey Park, a 
virtual book talk with author William J. Hennessey 
(free) The New York Landmarks Conservancy In partnership with Monacelli Press present an in-
depth exploration of architecture along one of the world’s most iconic streets: New York City’s 
fabled Fifth Avenue. Through six fact-filled walking tours, this accessible illustrated guide takes 
readers along the entire length of Fifth Avenue, studying its architecture block by block, building by 
building, offering the chance to discover exceptional and unusual structures across Greenwich 
Village, Midtown, the Upper East Side, and Harlem. William J. Hennessey is an architectural 
historian who has taught at Vassar College, the University of Kansas, the University of Kentucky, and 
the University of Michigan and directed the art museums at each of those institutions. From 1997 to 
2014 he was director of the Chrysler Museum of Art in Norfolk, Virginia. Learn more and register at 

https://www.youtube.com/RentGuidelinesBoard
https://rentguidelinesboard.cityofnewyork.us/meetings/2023-meetings-and-hearings
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/music-midtown-portraits-heroic-classical-and-modern
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/music-midtown-haydn-sibelius-and-liszt
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/music-midtown-chamber-music-fifth-1
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/music-midtown-chamber-music-fifth-2
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eventbrite.com/e/book-talk-fifth-avenue-from-washington-square-to-marcus-garvey-park-tickets-
569908781507. The book can be purchased at Phaidon.com. 
 
 
 
 
March 30   6:30–8 PM 

(virtual) Talk: The Night Patriots Burned New York City Down 
(free) New York, the strategic center of the Revolutionary War, was the most important place in 
North America in 1776. That summer, an unruly rebel army under George Washington repeatedly 
threatened to burn the city rather than let the British take it. Shortly after the Crown’s forces took 
New York, much of it burned to the ground. Who set the blaze? In The Great New York Fire of 1776, 
Benjamin L. Carp delivers the “definitive account of this crucial but forgotten episode” of the war, 
the first book to fully explore it. Examining why its origins remained a mystery, even after two British 
investigations, Carp uncovers stories of espionage, terror, chaos, and tragedy in a historical moment 
we normally associate with “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” Russell Shorto, author of 
Island at the Center of the World and Revolution Song: A Story of American Freedom, joins in 
conversation. Presented by the Gotham Center for New York History, CUNY Graduate Center. 
Register at eventbrite.com/e/the-night-patriots-burned-new-york-city-down-tickets-476771003907.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
March 30   7pm 

(in person) Screening—Eeppi Ursin: My Finnish Soul! Album release concert 
Bringing well-known Finnish traditional folk and rock classics to life with soul and jazz tones, Ursin’s 
new album features songs such as Säkkijärven Polkka, Myrskyn jälkeen, Pohjois-Karjala and 
Moottoritie on kuuma. Eeppi Ursin is a New York-based platinum-selling, award-winning singer, 
songwriter and pianist originally from Finland. Tickets $15 ($10 ASF & Finlandia Foundation 
Members). Purchase tickets at scandinaviahouse.org/events/myfinnishsoul.  
at Scandinavia House 
Victor Borge Hall 
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)  
212-779-3587 
 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/book-talk-fifth-avenue-from-washington-square-to-marcus-garvey-park-tickets-569908781507
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/book-talk-fifth-avenue-from-washington-square-to-marcus-garvey-park-tickets-569908781507
https://www.phaidon.com/monacelli/architecture/fifth-avenue-from-washington-square-to-marcus-garvey-park-9781580936071/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-night-patriots-burned-new-york-city-down-tickets-476771003907
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/myfinnishsoul


 
 

31 
 

 
 
March 30   7pm 

(in person) Democracy and Public Health: Experiences in New York City with 
Merlin Chowkwanyun in conversation with Celina Su 
(free) This discussion will focus on the history of public health policies in New York City, the 
divergent experiences among different demographics within distinct neighborhoods during the 
pandemic, and how public health crises can both trouble and renew democratic society. Merlin 
Chowkwanyun is the Donald Gemson Professor of Sociomedical Sciences at Columbia University. 
He is the author of All Health Politics is Local: Community Battles for Medical Care and 
Environmental Health and is now working on a book, Who Dies?, to be published by W.W. Norton, 
which re-assesses how to think about the non-biomedical determinants of health. Celina Su is the 
Marilyn J. Gittell Chair in Urban Studies and a Professor of Political Science at the City University of 
New York. Her work focuses on everyday struggles for collective governance; her current book 
project centering radical democracy, Budget Justice: Racial Solidarities & Politics From Below, is 
forthcoming from Princeton University Press. Presented by Humanities New York, in partnership 
with the Center for the Humanities at the CUNY Graduate Center. This event will be ASL interpreted. 
Registration required at eventbrite.com/e/democracy-and-public-health-experiences-in-new-york-
city-registration-568188345637.  
at the CUNY Graduate Center 
Elebash Recital Hall 
365 Fifth Avenue (34th Street) 
 
 

 

 
© Niv Rozenberg, Summit American Copper.  Courtesy Catherine et André Galerie Hug 
 
March 31 – April 2   
March 30    12—8pm (VIP opening preview) 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/democracy-and-public-health-experiences-in-new-york-city-registration-568188345637
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/democracy-and-public-health-experiences-in-new-york-city-registration-568188345637
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The Association of International Photography Art Dealers Photography Show 
AIPAD’s Photography Show will have 45 participating galleries. The fair will include an exciting 
schedule of talks and programming. Tickets: $30/$45. Learn more and register at 
thephotographyshow.artsvp.com/b792f7?invite=a7894f.  
at 415 Fifth Avenue 
aipad.com  
 
 

 
 
 
March 31   7 – 10pm 

(in person) Festivity and fun at the Library After Hours: Icons of Women's 
History 
It's back! Join the New York Public Library for an exclusive night of festivity and fun at the historic 
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building for a night of dancing, games, performances, and behind-the-
scenes access to NYPL collections. Special access includes: One-night-only special collections 
display featuring rare books, posters, photographs, maps, and other items that shine a light on the 
lives and works of women throughout history, women’s hall of fame in the iconic Rose Main 
Reading Room, featuring exhibitions and activities that highlight the work of Joan Didion, Lorraine 
Hansberry, Marsha P. Johnson, and more—with music by harpist Kristi Shade. Curated 16 mm films 
made by, for, and about women from the Library for the Performing Arts' collections. After-hours 
access to the Polonsky Exhibition of The New York Public Library’s Treasures, showcasing the most 
extraordinary items in the NYPL collections. Unique library-related books and gifts in The Library 
Shop. Plus: Dance the night away with music by Rimarkable, find your next great read with librarian-
led book matchmaking, and try your hand at games and puzzles, or relax with crafts and coloring. 
Snacks and drinks will be available for purchase. 21+ , ID required. Reserve now, this event may sell 
out! Pay what you wish. Purchase tickets at 
showclix.com/event/lahicons/tag/nypleventsenewsletter.  
at New York Public Library 
Astor Hall 
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building (Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street) 
 
 
 

https://thephotographyshow.artsvp.com/b792f7?invite=a7894f
http://www.aipad.com/
https://www.showclix.com/event/lahicons/tag/nypleventsenewsletter
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March 31   7:30pm 

(hybrid) Piano on Park presents an evening of multi-genre music by 
saxonphonist Randal Despommier and his quartet  
(free, donations for musicians are welcome) Randal Despommier will be performing compositions 
from his 2021 debut solo album Dio C'è and a variety of other original works. He will be joined by 
Jason Yeager on piano, Aaron Holthus on bass and Rodrigo Recabarren on drums. RSVP at 
eventbrite.com/e/randal-despommier-quartet-tickets-583840381297.  
And live stream. 
at Piano on Park 
10 Park Avenue 
Apt 22D 
pianoonpark.com  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ongoing 
(virtual)  March 31   3 – 5pm  (for community gardeners) 
(virtual) April 11   10am – noon  
(virtual) April 26   10 am – noon 

NYC Department of Health Rat Academy Trainings 
Community Training: This free course is open to anyone who wants to learn about rat management. 
Learn more at www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/rats-control-training.page.  
 
 
 
April 1   (application deadline) 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/randal-despommier-quartet-tickets-583840381297
https://www.pianoonpark.com/
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/5639842/Rat-Academy-Registration?eventid=a1Q4V00000YTAzHUAX&Programname=Pest%20Control%20Services
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/5639842/Rat-Academy-Registration?eventid=a1Q4V00000YTDNLUA5&Programname=Pest%20Control%20Services
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/5639842/Rat-Academy-Registration?eventid=a1Q4V00000YTDGeUAP&Programname=Pest%20Control%20Services
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/rats-control-training.page
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First Tech Fund is recruiting high school students for their virtual fellowship 
program 
Fellows will participate in weekly virtual workshops on careers and foundational digital skills, are 
eligible to receive free laptop and/or WiFi hotspot, and can opt into mentorship with a young 
professional. Learn more and apply at firsttechfund.com/apply.  
 
 
 
 
April 1  (application deadline) 

The Manhattan Chamber of Commerce has issued a call for nominations for 
its “Best in the Business” awards 
These awards recognize the above-and-beyond achievements of companies and executives with a 
significant presence in NYC, including these categories: 

• Business of the Year 

• New Yorker of the Year 
• Development Project of the Year 

• Company to Watch 
• Excellence in Corporate Social Responsibility 

• Small Business, Large Impact 
Visit businessawards.nyc to learn more and/or to nominate. 
 
 
 
 
 
April 1   12pm 

Bryant Park Plant and Seed Swap 
Share plants and seeds with fellow plant lovers. Celebrate the return of spring with Bryant Park’s 
first plant and seed swap! Share your extra plants and seeds, grow your plant collection, and meet 
new plant-loving friends. Whether you’ve got a garden, a fire escape, or a windowsill, you’re sure to 
find something to brighten up your space. Bring any of the following to give or trade: plants, seeds, 
seedlings, cuttings, clean gardening tools and equipment. It's not required to bring plants or seeds 
in order to participate, but it is encouraged! 
at Bryant Park 
Meet on the Fountain Terrace, near Sixth Avenue 
(between 5th & 6th Avenue and between 40th & 42nd Street, behind the Library) 
 
 
 
 
April 1    8 – 10pm (doors open at 7pm) 

(in person) Concert: Tmbata Orchestra of Armenia 
Founded by Arik Grigoryan at the Tumo Center in Yerevan, Tmbata Orchestra is known for its 
original blend of rock, experimental, and Armenian folk music. Tickets are $25 students/$45 general 
public. View a flyer. Sample their music and purchase tickets. For information about this event e-
mail ara@edrcorp.net. Learn more about their U.S. tour at armeniavibes.com.  

https://www.firsttechfund.com/apply
https://www.businessawards.nyc/
https://armenianchurch.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Tmbata-at-St.-Vartan.jpg
mailto:Sample%20their%20music
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/dotacoae/event/867466/
mailto:ara@edrcorp.net
https://www.armeniavibes.com/
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at St. Vartan Cathedral 
Diocesan Center 
630 Second Avenue (at 35th Street) 
 
 

 

April 3   12:30 – 1pm   

(in person) Soul Break: Pipe organ concert with Kenneth Dake, Director of 
Music at Marble Collegiate Church 
(free) Dake, a conductor, composer and keyboardist, has served as Director of Music at 
MarbleChurch since 1996. A native of Chicago, Dake attended Interlochen Center for the Arts before 
moving to New York and earning his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in piano performance from 
The Juilliard School. He later pursued organ studies under the tutelage of John Weaver and went on 
to serve eight years as organist/choirmaster of St. George’s Episcopal Church on Manhattan’s 
Stuyvesant Square. Known for his technical virtuosity and communicative passion, Dake is equally 
at home as organ recitalist or piano soloist. His choral and instrumental works are published by 
MorningStar, GIA, Hinshaw, H.W. Gray, and Kjos, and are performed nation-wide with increasing 
frequency. Marble Church’s world-famous pipe organ, designed and voiced by Sebastian M. Glück, 
has nearly 6,500 pipes spread over seven divisions – including three that are enclosed. An 
elegantly-crafted and technologically advanced four-manual console sits in the East choir gallery 
and commands 101 ranks of pipes. The organ’s orchestral effects and daring musical gestures 
were designed to perform great concert literature, lead dynamic public worship and provide 
accompaniment to Marble’s choirs under Dake’s direction. For more information visit 
MarbleChurch.org. 
at Marble Collegiate Church 
Sanctuary 
1 West 29th Street (Fifth Avenue) 

 

 
 

April 3    6pm 

(in-person conversation) Chloë Bass & Hannah Zeavin: AI Care and Art 
(free) A conversation between artist Chloë Bass and scholar and critic Hannah Zeavin, dovetailing 
with Bass' ongoing artistic research project Obligation to Others Holds Me in My Place, a study of 
intimacy at the scale of the immediate family and the greater need for care in our social 
infrastructure, and Zeavin's forthcoming Mother's Little Helpers, (MIT Press). Presented by CUNY 
Graduate Center Art Science Connect. RSVP at eventbrite.com/e/ai-care-and-art-chloe-bass-hannah-
zeavin-tickets-566974264287 
at CUNY Graduate Center 
The Segal Theatre 
365 5th Avenue (34th Street) 

 

https://marblechurch.org/calendar/?year=2023&month=04&day=3#utm_source=PATCH&utm_medium=Referral&utm_campaign=Marble+Soul+Break0403&utm_id=Soul+Break+0403
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ai-care-and-art-chloe-bass-hannah-zeavin-tickets-566974264287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ai-care-and-art-chloe-bass-hannah-zeavin-tickets-566974264287
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April 3   6:30pm 

(hybrid) Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi in conversation with Paul Krugman 
(free) After her historic tenure as speaker of the house, Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi joins in 
conversation with Nobel Prize–winning economist Paul Krugman. Pelosi, the 52nd speaker of the 
U.S. House of Representatives and the first woman to serve as speaker, is the chief architect of 
generation-defining legislation, including the Affordable Care Act and the American Rescue Plan. 
She continues to serve as a member of Congress representing San Francisco. She speaks with 
Krugman, a columnist for The New York Times and bestselling author, who is a distinguished 
professor of economics and a senior scholar at the Stone Center on Socio-Economic Inequality at 
the CUNY Graduate Center. Photo ID required for admittance. Reserve your spot at 
gc.cuny.edu/events/speaker-emerita-nancy-pelosi-conversation-paul-krugman.  
CUNY Graduate Center 
365 Fifth Avenue (34th Street) 

 
 

Changes in the neighborhood 
 

Permits Filed For 215 East 45th Street In Midtown East, Manhattan 
March 25, 2023, newyorkyimby.com, by Vanessa Londono 
Permits have been filed for a 21-story community facility building at 215 East 45th Street in 
Midtown East, Manhattan. Located between Second and Third Avenues…Paul Woody of New 
Providence Supportive Housing is listed as the owner behind the applications. The proposed 217-
foot-tall development will yield 135,040 square feet, with 113,707 square feet designated for 
community facility for a shelter and a primary care clinic serving women in the building and the 
surrounding community. The building will have 106 units. The concrete-based structure will also 
have a 30-foot-long rear yard. Dattner Architects is listed as the architect of record. Demolition 
permits have not been filed yet. An estimated completion date has not been announced. 
 
 
 
 
 

Demolition Wraps Up For KPF-Designed Office Skyscraper At 343 Madison 
Avenue In Midtown East, Manhattan 
March 13, 2023, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young and Matt Pruznick 
Demolition is nearly complete at 343 Madison Avenue, the site of a 49-story commercial skyscraper 
in Midtown East, Manhattan. Designed by Kohn Pedersen Fox and developed by Boston Properties, 
the 844-foot-tall structure will yield 750,400 square feet of office space, ground-floor retail, and 
multiple cellar levels. Titan Industrial Services is the demolition contractor for the property, which is 
bound by East 45th Street to the north, East 44th Street to the south, and Madison Avenue to the 
west. The remainder of the former 15-story headquarters of the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority has been razed. 
 

https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/speaker-emerita-nancy-pelosi-conversation-paul-krugman
https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/permits-filed-for-215-east-45th-street-in-midtown-east-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/demolition-wraps-up-for-kpf-designed-office-skyscraper-at-343-madison-avenue-in-midtown-east-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/demolition-wraps-up-for-kpf-designed-office-skyscraper-at-343-madison-avenue-in-midtown-east-manhattan.html
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A Waldorf Astoria condo conversion could be “lucky” for 2025 opening 
March 23, 2023, therealdeal.com, by TRD Staff 
Hilton projects 2024 completion for beleaguered development...The already-delayed project is now 
expected to open in 2025 at the earliest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

'Broadway Vision' Brings More Pedestrian Space To Midtown 
March 13, 2023, patch.com, by Peter Senzamici 
The Mayor announced Monday a plan to make Broadway between Madison and Herald Square into 
plazas and shared streets. 
 
 
 
 
 

Schools, child care and students 
 
 

NYC has thousands of 3-K vacancies. City Council says that’s an outreach 
problem 
March 16, 2023, cityandstateny.com, by Sahalie Donaldson 
During an Education Committee meeting, some City Council members said the city needs to retain 
funding for the program amid proposed cuts…Any parent in New York City can apply for free 
preschool for their 3-year-old, but a third of the 3-K seats in the city remained unfilled this school 
year. The City Council is largely chalking that up to an advertising failure – especially in the low-
income neighborhoods where free child care might be needed most. 
 
 
 
 

Governor Hochul Announces $4 Million to Pay 600 CUNY Students 
Participating in Spring Internships 
March 24, 2023, press release 
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced a $4 million state-funded internship program that offers 
employers the chance to hire qualified City University of New York students at no cost, placing 600 
CUNY students in small businesses, tech startups, non-profits, corporations, and government 
agencies this spring semester. Students participating in the program, Spring Forward, earn $20 an 

https://therealdeal.com/new-york/2023/03/23/waldorf-astoria-condo-conversion-could-be-lucky-for-2025-opening/
https://c/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/im1ym/broadway-vision-brings-more-pedestrian-space-to-midtown
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/03/nyc-has-thousands-3-k-vacancies-city-council-says-s-outreach-problem/384109/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/03/nyc-has-thousands-3-k-vacancies-city-council-says-s-outreach-problem/384109/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-4-million-pay-600-cuny-students-participating-spring-internships
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-4-million-pay-600-cuny-students-participating-spring-internships
https://www.cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/ocip/partners/spring-forward/
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hour while gaining experience necessary to secure a job post-college…CUNY partnered with 
businesses, agencies and organizations who need talent to support projects in the STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics), environmental preservation, community services, 
healthcare, and marketing fields. Spring Forward internships began in February and runs for 10 
weeks, including training. State funding was included in the FY23 academic year.   
 
 
 

 
Governor Hochul Launches New Online Tool to Help New Yorkers Access 
Child Care 
March 15, 2023, press release 
The new online screening tool [Child Care Assistance Eligibility Questionnaire] will help parents 
determine their eligibility for financial support from the state’s Child Care Assistance Program for 
low or no-cost child care. Developed by the state Office of Children and Family Services, the tool is 
aimed at accelerating and streamlining the application process for families, so that they can quickly 
determine the services they may be eligible to receive. 
 
 
 

 
NYC Public School applications 
 
Need a School for Your Child Now? Learn what to do on the New Students page. 

Learn more at the NYC Board of Education website schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-

grade, including how to apply if you need a school for your child now, and the Admissions Guide. Get 

help with enrollment at schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help.  

• Kindergarten. You can add kindergarten G&T programs to your kindergarten application. 

• Head Start. For qualifying families: Head Start provides safe, positive learning environments for 

children ages 3-4. 

• 3-K. Apply when your child turns three. 

 

• Pre-K. Apply when your child turns four. 

• Gifted & talented. Eligible children entering kindergarten, grades 1, 2, or 3 can participate in G&T 

admissions. 

• High school.  

 

• Middle school. 

• Specialized High Schools. 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-launches-new-online-tool-help-new-yorkers-access-child-care
https://hs.ocfs.ny.gov/CCAPeligibility
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/new-students
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/kindergarten
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/head-start
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/3k
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/pre-k
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/gifted-talented
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/high-school
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/middle-school
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/specialized-high-schools
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Policing 

 

Changes in the 17th Precinct 
Commanding Officer, Deputy Inspector Aaron C. Edwards has been assigned as the Commanding 
Officer of the Midtown South Precinct, effective March 13. Captain Robert Fisher will serve as the 
acting Commanding Officer for the 17th Precinct. 
 
 
 

Governor Hochul Proposes New Legislation to Improve New York's Nation-
Leading Adult-Use Cannabis Industry by Cracking Down on Illegal Cannabis 
Stores 
March 22, 2023, Press release 
Legislation Will Allow State to Shut Down Illegal Cannabis Storefront Dispensaries as Quickly as 
Possible…Stores Could Be Fined More Than $10,000 Per Day for Unlawful Activities…Will Strengthen 
Ongoing Enforcement Efforts by Giving New Enforcement Powers to the Office of Cannabis 
Management and the Department of Taxation and Finance…Law Would Maintain New York's Nation-
Leading Cannabis Equity Provisions While Ensuring a Heavily Regulated Cannabis Industry That 
Protects Consumers and Legal Sales. 
View legislation governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/ADULT_USE_CANNABIS_BILL.pdf.  
Co-sponsors are: Senators Gonzalez, Hoylman-Sigal, Kavanagh, Krueger; Assembly Members Bores, 
Epstein, Simone and more. 
[Editor’s note: Some of these actions are already being done in NYC, but can be enforced more 
strongly with State laws.  
 
 
 
 
 

NYPD’s massive overtime spending blows through budget projections, faces 
scrutiny from City Council 
March 20, 2023, gothamist.com, by Matt Katz 
The NYPD’s ballooning overtime budget faced scrutiny from City Council members on Monday, but 
neither police nor policy makers offered detailed ideas about how to rein it in. Overtime 
expenditures were $2.2 billion last fiscal year, 93% higher than budgeted, according to a new report 
from City Comptroller Brad Lander. And last month, halfway through the current fiscal year, the 
NYPD had already exceeded its budgeted allotment for the year, spending $472 million on overtime 
for uniformed officers...NYPD officials also said that a piece of the current year’s overtime budget 
will be reimbursed by the state: — $62 million to support the surge of officers in the subways, which 
they attributed to recent crime reductions. Officers are also being ordered to work longer hours and 
come to work on days off as part of a crime-fighting strategy in the subways...The NYPD’s $5.44 
billion allotment in the proposed budget for fiscal year 2024 stands in sharp contrast to the flat 
funding proposed for the city’s public defenders, who also testified at Monday’s budget hearing. The 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-proposes-new-legislation-improve-new-yorks-nation-leading-adult-use-cannabis
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-proposes-new-legislation-improve-new-yorks-nation-leading-adult-use-cannabis
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-proposes-new-legislation-improve-new-yorks-nation-leading-adult-use-cannabis
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/ADULT_USE_CANNABIS_BILL.pdf
https://gothamist.com/news/nypds-massive-overtime-spending-blows-through-budget-projections-faces-scrutiny-from-city-council
https://gothamist.com/news/nypds-massive-overtime-spending-blows-through-budget-projections-faces-scrutiny-from-city-council
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defense attorneys say salaries are so low that attorneys are quitting, even as there are 450 pending 
homicide cases that their lawyers are handling. They asked the council for a $125 million bump, 
largely for higher salaries and to hire staff to handle increased discovery volume. 
Comptroller report: comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/overtime-overview 
 
 
 

Weekly crime reports  
 

17th precinct 

www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf  
 

13th Precinct 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf 
 
 
 
 

Housing, zoning, planning, preservation & 
affordability 

 

(opinion) NYC FAR housing cap needs to go: Albany must repeal the outdated 
1961 floor area ratio cap that limits new building 

March 23, 2023, nydailynews.com, by Adrienne E. Adams and Dan Garodnick 
 

Related: Lawmakers rally against housing density near New York City Hall 
March 24, 2023, cityandstateny.com, by Rebecca C. Lewis and Jeff Coltin 
The governor has proposed repealing floor area ratio limits to allow more development. Some 
prominent Democrats say that amounts to a developer handout…Manhattan lawmakers and anti-
development advocates rallied near New York City Hall on Friday demanding that the state keep 
housing density limits in the city as they are. While Gov. Kathy Hochul included a provision to lift the 
density cap (which dates to 1961) as part of her housing agenda, they argued that it would only 
result in more luxury apartments without affordable units…State Sen. Liz Krueger and Assembly 
Member Deborah Glick, both longtime and prominent members of the Legislature, attended the rally 
against lifting the FAR cap and made the case that the proposal would amount to a giveaway for 
developers…On Thursday, City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams  co-wrote an op-ed in the Daily 
News expressing her support for the governor’s proposal and its necessity to build more affordable 
housing…Mayor Eric Adams has also expressed his support for lifting the cap, including it among 
his top budget priorities…Andrew Berman, the head of the Village Preservation Society…said that 
people like the governor want “Dubai-level density,” that would result only in serving wealthy 
developers and “destroying the character of our neighborhoods.” 
 
 
 

https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/overtime-overview/
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf
https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-nyc-far-housing-cap-needs-to-go-20230323-2goo4zaqqvabbager24ul7smg4-story.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-nyc-far-housing-cap-needs-to-go-20230323-2goo4zaqqvabbager24ul7smg4-story.html
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/03/lawmakers-rally-against-housing-density-near-new-york-city-hall/384426/
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Do bedrooms need windows? Mayor Adams floats controversial office-to-
apartment conversions. 
March 22, 2023, gothamist.com, by David Brand 
[Editor’s note: In a recent panel discussion on the housing crisis, Chief Housing Officer Jessica Katz 
said that we need to be looking at many different types of housing.] 
 
 
 
 
For preservation advocates (this event is outside of Murray Hill) 
May 20   9am – 1pm 

(in person) Preservation Conference—Looking Beyond Landmarks: Celebrating 
That Which is Difficult to Preserve 
Join the Historic Districts Council at the Annual Preservation Conference, which will examine sites 
that are difficult to preserve, including sites of cultural significance, non-buildings, places of 
commemoration and trauma, and monuments and public art. Preserving the physical features of 
many sites doesn’t necessarily convey their underlying historical or cultural significance. Public art, 
landscapes, and memorials can often be erased or forgotten over time. What is the best way to 
reassess them; commemorating or protecting these places that warrant it for the future? Tickets 
($0 students, with valid ID/$25 HDC friends/$35 general public) purchase tickets at 
act.myngp.com/Forms/8554372195278916608.  
at New York Law School 
185 West Broadway 
 
 
 
 

 
How Manhattan Hotels Became Refuges for Thousands of Migrants 
March 23, 2023, nytimes.com, by Karen Zraick 
The city has spent millions to convert upscale hotels, humble motels and even office buildings into 
housing for an influx of migrants….Just steps from Times Square and surrounded by Broadway 
theaters, the Row NYC hotel…has been at the center of a humanitarian crisis. It is one of about 100 
hotels and other facilities, from iconic skyscrapers to humble airport motels, that the city has 
converted into temporary housing for some of the 50,000 migrants who have arrived on buses from 
the southern border since last spring. The effort may ultimately cost as much as $4 billion over the 
next two years…And it has been…a boon for hotels, which have suffered as the city tries to boost its 
economy as it emerges from the pandemic…The city has gotten creative as it tries to find space to 
house the migrants…  [A] converted office will be in Times Square, in the Candler Building, an 
architecturally significant skyscraper built in the early 1900s by the founder of the Coca-Cola 
Company…Both the Candler Building and the Watson Hotel on West 57th Street…are owned by the 
private equity firm Yellowstone...A separate contract, to buy out the 611-room Stewart Hotel next to 
Madison Square Garden, listed a room rate of $200 a night for its use as a shelter. Once all the 
rooms are available, the monthly payment would be an estimated $3.6 million…There are contracts 
with food vendors to provide meals…Two of the vendors contracted to set up emergency shelters 
were SLSCO and Garner Environmental Services, both Texas-based disaster relief companies. 
 

https://gothamist.com/news/do-bedrooms-need-windows-mayor-adams-floats-controversial-office-to-apartment-conversions
https://gothamist.com/news/do-bedrooms-need-windows-mayor-adams-floats-controversial-office-to-apartment-conversions
https://act.myngp.com/Forms/8554372195278916608
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/23/nyregion/nyc-hotels-homeless-shelters.html
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Related: As COVID rates dip, NYC looks to move older homeless New Yorkers 
out of hotels and back to shelters 
March 16, 2023, gothamist.com, by Chau Lam 
As New York City marks the third anniversary of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is rolling back 
protections put in place at the peak of the crisis to shield homeless people who are more vulnerable 
to serious complications from the virus. The Department of Social Services is asking older 
homeless New Yorkers who have been residing in hotels or in private rooms in homeless shelters to 
reapply for their exemptions from congregate shelter settings. As vaccines have become readily 
available and COVID rates have dipped, the social services agency says it's now time to end the 
temporary emergency policy. 
 
 
 
 
 

(opinion) Direct Subsidy: A Realistic Strategy to Ensure Housing Affordability 
For All 
March 16, 2023, gothamgazette.com, by David Finehirsh, Principal of Urban Artisan LLC, a 
development firm in New York 
We all benefit from an inclusive city that allows all types of people, not only privileged residents, to 
live with dignity and security. Yet, New York City continues to become an even more impossibly 
expensive place to live, disproportionately displacing communities of color, “essential workers,” 
artists, cooks, security guards, drivers, retail workers, and their families. If we truly want to 
overcome this disparity, a plan to provide housing for all must deliberately aim to fund the true cost 
of building enough low-rent units to meet the needs of lower-income residents. The lag in supply of 
new low-rent units will otherwise cause rents for these residents to continue to rise, forcing further 
departures. Regrettably, neither housing plans put forth by elected officials nor existing affordable 
housing programs are adequate to respond to the scale of this crisis. Nevertheless, a realistic and 
feasible strategy to build enough affordable housing does exist. The direct subsidy of private-sector 
development of low-rent units with public funding is a cost-effective and efficient means to 
accomplish the essential goal of providing quality housing for all. 
 
 
 

Elections, voting & appointments 
 

Governor Kathy Hochul announced the nomination of Dr. James V. McDonald 
M.D., M.P.H. to serve as Commissioner of the New York State Department of 
Health 
March 24, 2023, press release 
Dr. McDonald is an experienced public health professional who has served as New York's Acting 
Commissioner of Health since January 1.  Dr. McDonald spent a decade at the Rhode Island 
Department of Health where he served in multiple roles including Interim Director of Health, Chief 
Administrative Officer of the Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline, Medical Director for the 
COVID unit, as well as the Medical Director for Center for Customer Services and the Drug Overdose 

https://gothamist.com/news/as-covid-rates-dip-nyc-looks-to-move-older-homeless-new-yorkers-out-of-hotels-and-back-to-shelters
https://gothamist.com/news/as-covid-rates-dip-nyc-looks-to-move-older-homeless-new-yorkers-out-of-hotels-and-back-to-shelters
https://www.gothamgazette.com/130-opinion/11864-direct-subsidy-housing-affordability-new-york-city
https://www.gothamgazette.com/130-opinion/11864-direct-subsidy-housing-affordability-new-york-city
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-nominates-dr-james-v-mcdonald-serve-commissioner-health
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prevention program. He was also a member of the Governor's task force on Preventing Overdose 
deaths. Dr. McDonald has faculty appointments at the Brown School of Public Health as well as the 
Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University. Dr. McDonald earned his M.D. from Loyola 
Stritch School of Medicine in Chicago, his pediatric residency in the U.S. Navy, and his preventive 
medicine residency from the State University of New York. He earned his MPH from the University 
of North Carolina in Chapel Hill and earned his B.S. in Biology from Siena College. Dr. McDonald is 
board certified in pediatrics as well as preventive medicine. His diverse career includes officership 
in the U.S. Navy, as well as private practice in rural areas where health care shortages existed. Dr. 
McDonald also served in the Indian Health Service in in the Navajo Nation, serving as Medical 
Director of Outpatient Medicine in Chinle, Arizona. 
 
 
 

Budget, finances & taxes (and legislation) 
 
 

Governor Hochul Details Statewide Crime Data, Highlights Need for Public 
Safety Investments and Reforms in FY 2024 Budget 
March 22, 2023, Press release 
Budget Proposal Dedicates $491.9 Million to Address Gun Violence, Reduce Recidivism, and 
Support Criminal Justice System in Pandemic Recovery…Shooting Incidents with Injury Declined 17 
Percent in New York City and 15 Percent in the 20 Communities Reporting Gun Violence Data to the 
State in 2022 Compared to 2021…Murders Declined 11 Percent Statewide, Reported Crime 
Increased…Common-Sense Bail Proposal to Eliminate Confusion in Conflicting Laws and Hold 
Repeat Offenders and Violent Criminals Accountable.  
 
 
 

State Budget Update 
Source: Sen. Liz Krueger’s email, March 17, 2023 
[T]he State Senate passed our One-House Budget Resolution, our legislative response to the 
Governor's Executive Budget Proposal. The Assembly also passed their resolution, and now the 
process of three-way negotiations between the two legislative houses and the Governor's office will 
begin in earnest. These negotiations will culminate in the final budget, which will be voted on 
around April 1st. Liz joined Ben Max on Max Politics Podcast to speak about the status of the state 
budget. 
 
 
 

Government, executive orders, legislation, 
rules, policies 

 
CITY 

NYC Sanitation Dept. to take over illegal street vendor enforcement 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-details-statewide-crime-data-highlights-need-public-safety-investments-and
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-details-statewide-crime-data-highlights-need-public-safety-investments-and
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/11892-max-politics-podcast-senator-liz-krueger-state-budgete811&emdi=711b7078-76c9-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=4469559
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-nyc-sanitation-department-take-over-illegal-street-vendor-enforcement-20230317-q5xgod7znbhb5esphsw6usgv7e-story.html
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March 17, 2023, nydailynews.com, by Michael Gartland 
The New York City Sanitation Department is poised to take control over the city’s efforts to enforce 
rules against illegal street vendors — part of an effort by Mayor Adams to get a better hold on the 
issue. Street vending regulations are currently enforced by the city’s Department of Consumer and 
Worker Protection, but that will end April 1, when the DSNY takes over in that role. 
 
 
 
CITY 
ADOPTED RULE 

Loading Zones Regulations 
Agency: DOT 
Rule Effective Date: 04-20-2023 
The purpose of the adopted rule is to update section 4-08 of the Traffic Rules to for the purpose of 
establishing “Loading Only” dedicated use signage. The signage would make clear to the public that 
the purpose of a “Loading Only” zone is for the expeditious pick-up and drop-off of goods and 
passengers from commercial vehicles, for-hire vehicles, and personal vehicles. The signage would 
also include a set time limit for the vehicle to utilize the space. Vehicles displaying agency-
authorized or single use permits would also be prohibited from utilizing the dedicated space. Learn 
more. 
 
 
CITY 
ADOPTED RULE 

Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (“SCRIE”) and Disability Rent 
Increase Exemption (“DRIE”) Amendments 
Agency: DOF 
Effective date: March 27, 2023 
The Department of Finance promulgates and adopts the following amendments to Chapter 52 of 
Title 19 of the Rules of the City of New York, establishing requirements and processes related to the 
Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (“SCRIE”) and Disability Rent Increase Exemption (“DRIE”) 
rent freeze programs. Learn more. 
 
 
 
CITY 

Mayor Adams Announces Plan to Combat Lithium-Ion Battery Fires, Promote 
Safe Electric Micromobility Usage 
March 20, 2023, press release 
City Will Pilot New Technology to Promote Safe Charging, Storage, and E-Bike Usage, Including 
Programs to Incentivize Safe Device Usage…City Will Continue to Advocate for Additional 
Regulation and Expand Outreach and Education for Safe E-Micromobility Usage…Plan Includes 
Bolstered Enforcement Efforts Against “Hot Spot” High-Risk Situations…To Further Increase Safe E-
Bike Usage, City Will Pilot Allowing E-Bikes in Parks, Greenways This Summer…Mayor Adams Also 
Signs Five Pieces of Legislation to Help Reduce Fires Caused by Lithium-Ion Batteries.  
 

Related: E-Bike Battery Fires 

https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/loading-zones-regulations/
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/loading-zones-regulations/
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/33892/
https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/195-23/mayor-adams-plan-combat-lithium-ion-battery-fires-promote-safe-electric-micromobility#/0
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Source: City Council Member Keith Powers email, March 17, 2023 
As you have likely seen, there has been a major increase in fires related to batteries for e-bikes. This 
includes a recent fire in the Bronx which required almost 200 firefighters to put out, and several fires 
closer to home, such as one in Midtown last November. The main culprit has been unregulated or 
repurposed lithium-ion batteries, which are far cheaper than regulation-compliant batteries but also 
much more dangerous. In light of on-going concerns, I recently introduced two bills to help end the 
epidemic of fires: 
Intro. 949: Creates a program for individuals to easily swap an unsafe battery for a safe one at little 
to no cost. This would make new, regulated batteries available to folks currently using unsafe, 
uncertified batteries.  
Intro. 950: Requires businesses that use e-bikes for commercial purposes to provide operators with 
a fire-proof container in which to safely store the battery when charging. 
 
 
 
 
 
CITY 

The Mayor restructures top staff responsibilities 
Executive Order 29 
March 16, 2023 

DEPUTY MAYORS AND SENIOR LEADERSHIP 
By the power vested in me as Mayor of the City of New York, it is hereby ordered: 
Section 1.  There shall be six Deputy Mayors. One shall be designated the First Deputy Mayor, one 
shall be designated the Deputy Mayor for Operations, one shall be designated the Deputy Mayor for 
Economic and Workforce Development, one shall be designated the Deputy Mayor for Health and 
Human Services, one shall be designated the Deputy Mayor for Strategic Initiatives, and one shall be 
designated the Deputy Mayor for Public Safety.  There shall also be a Chief Housing Officer, a Chief 
Technology Officer, a Chief Efficiency Officer, a Chief of Staff, a Chief Advisor, a Chief Counsel to 
the Mayor and City Hall, a Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs, a Director of 
Communications, and a Press Secretary. Learn more. 
 
 
 
 
CITY 

Reforming Sidewalk Scaffolding Laws in NYC 
Source: City Council Member Keith Powers email, March 17, 2023 
Scaffolding is a quintessential - but unfortunate - part of NYC streets. Today, there are more than 
300 miles of “temporary” scaffolding in NYC, with some of it having been up since 2006. Scaffolding 
hurts small businesses, reduces street visibility and safety, and is often used by building owners as 
a band-aid to avoid deeper façade repairs. I recently joined Manhattan Borough President Mark 
Levine to discuss a new report on scaffolding reform. Yesterday, I introduced a legislative package 
with colleagues to make these recommendations a reality. The legislative package that I am 
sponsoring will provide a comprehensive overhaul of scaffolding in the city, with the goal of 
streamlining the process, reducing how long they're up, and having the structures better integrate 
with buildings. Here's a brief rundown of the bills:  

https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/029-002/executive-order-29
https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/mornings-on-1/2023/03/06/manhattan-lawmakers-propose-ways-to-dismantle-scaffolding-faster
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Intro. 970 establishes new design standards for scaffolding, such as using different colors and 
raising the minimum height from 8 to 12 feet. It also allows for scaffolding alternatives to be used.  
Intro. 972 creates new timeframes for the removal of scaffolding when no active construction is 
happening.  
Intro. 973 requires the City to better coordinate façade inspections occurring on the same block so 
they happen simultaneously. It also allows for newly built buildings to have their first inspection in 8 
years instead of the current 5.  
Intro. 452 establishes a pilot program for the use of drones to conduct façade inspections.  
Intro. 971 requires scaffolding permit holders to repair or replace any city-owned trees that are 
damaged as a result of scaffolding or the placement of equipment.  
In the weeks ahead, these bills will go through the appropriate committee hearings for testimony 
and debate. If you have any questions on these bills please do not hesitate to call my office at (212) 
818-0580 or email at Kpowers@council.nyc.gov.  
 
 
 
 
 

Requiring Mental Health Professionals in Shelters that Serve Families and 
Children 
Source: Source: Councilwoman Carlina Rivera’s email, March 14, 2023 
This month legislation was passed requiring mental health services at every shelter site serving 
families with children, led by Council Member Erik Bottcher and co-sponsored by Council Member 
Rivera…Mental health services are vital to making sure that our families and children are cared for 
while living in temporary housing, and can be the difference between thriving and just surviving.  
Legislation like Introduction 0522-2022 will reduce barriers to care utilizing telehealth, and 
continuing to prioritize better outcomes for all. 
 
 
 
 
 
STATE 

(opinion) Albany has the money to provide families with quality legal 
representation. The question is, what are we waiting for? 

March 16, 2023, cityandstateny.com, by State Sen. Brad Holyman-Sigal 
In this year’s budget, New York can take a crucial and long-overdue step in ensuring the integrity of 
thousands of families without spending one penny from the general fund...Our state has a special 
Indigent Legal Services Fund that is dedicated to improving the quality of legal representation 
provided to low-income adults in criminal and Family Court matters. It’s funded by a portion of 
Office of Court Administration revenue, so it’s completely separate from the ongoing discussions 
going on now in Albany...Since last year, the Indigent Legal Services Fund balance has grown by 
over $150 million, so there are sufficient funds to pay for appropriate parental representation. 
 
 
 

mailto:Kpowers@council.nyc.gov
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5698207&GUID=3559DF6D-04FA-4A55-A701-AF45CA274033
https://www.cityandstateny.com/opinion/2023/03/opinion-albany-has-money-provide-families-quality-legal-representation/384060/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/opinion/2023/03/opinion-albany-has-money-provide-families-quality-legal-representation/384060/
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Stories we are following 
 

Major NYC Lender Signature Bank Shuttered by Regulators 
March 13, 2023, commercialobserver.com, by Andrew Coen 
Manhattan-based company was active lender in New York metro region. 
 

Related: Mayor Adams released Statement Follow Signature Bank and Silicon 
Valley Bank Closures 
March 13, 2023 
Mayor Adams and Governor Hochul convened a meeting with representatives from the city’s 
technology and venture community, and many small businesses, to address their concerns after the 
closure of Signature Bank on Sunday evening and Silicon Valley Bank. “While we are still assessing 
the impact from these two closures, we will do everything in our power to protect New York’s 
workers, its small businesses, taxpayers, and our economy at large,” said the Mayor. 
 

Related: Signature Bank closure: Do I have to worry about my money? 

March 13, 2023, gothamist.com, by Jon Campbell and David Brand 
A panicked run on withdrawals at New York-based Signature Bank helped lead to the institution’s 
government takeover Sunday night, but state and federal leaders are urging customers — at 
Signature and other institutions — to remain calm...Signature is one of New York City’s biggest 
multifamily mortgage lenders. It finances about 3,000 multifamily buildings with around 80,000 
tenants...the state financial services department effectively seized the bank Sunday night and 
immediately turned it over to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, or FDIC. The bank’s senior 
management was removed and the bank was immediately replaced by a new entity known as 
Signature Bridge Bank, N.A. It’s now being run by the feds as they seek a new owner. “Depositors 
and borrowers will automatically become customers of Signature Bridge Bank, N.A. and will 
continue to have uninterrupted customer service and access to their funds by ATM, debit cards, and 
writing checks in the same manner as before,” according to the FDIC. “Signature Bank’s official 
checks will continue to clear. Loan customers should continue making loan payments as usual.” 
 
 
 
 

 
Council Member Rivera Calls for Pause in 5G Tower Expansion 
Source: Councilwoman Carlina Rivera’s email, March 14, 2023 
With Link NYC tower expansions announced in Community Boards 2, 3, and 5, Council Member 
Rivera wrote a letter to the Commissioner of the Office of Technology and Information (OTI) to ask 
for a pause on expansion until the community could be presented with a holistic survey of internet 
service gaps and how this program would actually address them. According to OTI, this program 
expands on current infrastructure related to the LinkNYC kiosk program, but uses even larger 
towers at 32-feet tall. These towers have appeared on our sidewalks suddenly and without 
community input and seem out of context with our residential neighborhoods, especially within our 
historic districts. Carlina wrote a letter demanding details and raising the many concerns received 
by constituents. While we all seem to be in agreement that internet access must be done urgently 
and in an equitable way, Carlina knows current existing programs, specifically in our public housing 

https://commercialobserver.com/2023/03/signature-bank-shuttered-regulators/
https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/175-23/mayor-adams-city-treasurer-jackman-stand-up-nyc-s-small-businesses-following-on?emci=52d7427b-75c2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=25c3dca4-40c7-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=4120510
https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/175-23/mayor-adams-city-treasurer-jackman-stand-up-nyc-s-small-businesses-following-on?emci=52d7427b-75c2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=25c3dca4-40c7-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=4120510
https://gothamist.com/news/signature-bank-closure-do-i-have-to-worry-about-my-money
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developments, require an expansion in funding and should be prioritized by the City. Furthermore, 
OTI should be working with our communities to find a more appropriate design and locations. You 
can read the full letter at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TiGCJB_slN5fy22ymrz973G4ES8UnjMu/view.  
 
 
 
 
 

Our government representatives 
 

When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that 
you are a constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their 
websites. 
 
Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Member Erik Bottcher, Council District 3:  council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,  
District3@council.nyc.gov. 
 
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-
0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Member Julie Menin, Council District 5: council.nyc.gov/julie-menin, 212-788-6865, 
District5@council.nyc.gov.  

NYC Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams (speaker) SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov, 718-206-
2068 council.nyc.gov/district-28.  
 
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine: manhattanbp.nyc.gov,  212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 
Mayor Eric Adams: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page. 

Dan Garodnick, Director, Department of City Planning, 120 Broadway, 31st Floor, New York, NY 
10271, Tel. 212-720-3480, Fax. 212-720-3488, Email via website at 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TiGCJB_slN5fy22ymrz973G4ES8UnjMu/view
https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:District3@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
https://council.nyc.gov/julie-menin
mailto:District5@council.nyc.gov
mailto:SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov
https://council.nyc.gov/district-28
mailto:manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
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www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Kristen Gonzalez, 59th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/kristen-gonzalez, 
online contact form, 718-765-6674, gonzalez@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Alex Bores, Assembly District 73, 212-605-0937, 
boresa@nyassembly.gov, nyassembly.gov/mem/Alex-Bores/contact.  
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Tony Simone , Assembly District 75, SimoneT@nyassembly,gov,  212-807-
7900.  
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar 
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Kathy Hochul, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  
 
U.S. Representative Jerrold Nadler, New York’s (redrawn) 12th Congressional District. Manhattan 
Office: 201 Varick Street, Suite 669, New York, NY 10014, Phone: 212-367-7350, website contact 
form nadler.house.gov/contact.  

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
mailto:hoylman@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
https://www.nysenate.gov/district/59
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/kristen-gonzalez
https://www.nysenate.gov/registration/nojs/form/start/message-senator?senator=8368477
mailto:gonzalez@nysenate.gov
mailto:boresa@nyassembly.gov
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Alex-Bores/contact
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:SimoneT@nyassembly,gov
https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.governor.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
https://nadler.house.gov/contact
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
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releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions.  

 
 

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2023.  
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