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News for Murray Hill…March 13, 2023 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a 
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening section. 

 
 

 

Join The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
Murray Hill is the Heart at the Center of Manhattan 

Be a part of it! 

Join the MHNA here 

 

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program 

Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts 
at the links below. 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

General Discounts 

 

 

Murray Hill landmarks 

 
Renderings Reveal Amenity Spaces At 200 Madison Avenue In Midtown, 
Manhattan 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/subscriptions/member-subscribe.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Join
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/renderings-reveal-amenity-spaces-at-200-madison-avenue-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/renderings-reveal-amenity-spaces-at-200-madison-avenue-in-midtown-manhattan.html
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March 8, 2023, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris  
A batch of renderings are the first to reveal new amenity spaces at 200 Madison Avenue, a 26-story 
landmarked office tower in Midtown, Manhattan. George Comfort & Sons, the current owner of the 
building, has partnered with architecture and design firm Vocon to transform the common areas 
into more engaging light-filled spaces that also honor the history of the Neo-Renaissance-style 
building…200 Madison will soon be home to a new TMPL Fitness Club.  
 

Note from the MHNA Preservation & Design Committee: Some of you may have 

seen this recent article in YIMBY or The Post, and gotten worried that the beautiful Neo-Renaissance 
lobby built in the mid 1920’s by the architectural firm Warren and Wetmore, and designated an 
interior landmarked in November 2021 was being replaced. This is definitely not the case!  This 
landmarked lobby, entered on the 35th Street side will remain intact.  It is the lobby entrance on 
Madison Avenue that is being completely renovated.  See sign outside the building on Madison 
Avenue. 

 

 
 

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission map & designation report  
Map: nyclpc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html  
Landmark Type: Interior Landmark 
Designation Date: November 8 2021 
Address: 200 Madison Avenue (aka 200-214 Madison Avenue, 11-19 East 35th Street, 10-20 East 
36th Street) 
Borough: Manhattan  
Architect(s): Warren & Wetmore 
Construction Date(s): 1925 - 1926    
Designation Report: s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/lpc/lp/2654.pdf  
 
 
 

https://nyclpc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html
http://s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/lpc/lp/2654.pdf
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Casino proposal updates 

 

Manhattan Community Board Six Opposes Proposed Casino Plan 

Source: Manhattan Community Board Six (cbsix.org), March 2023 Newsletter, March 10, 2023 

Since Fall 2022, several news media outlets have reported in recent weeks on the potential 
development of the vacant lot on the east side of First Avenue, between East 38th and 41st Streets. 
The vision would include a Ferris wheel, apartment buildings, a hotel, a museum devoted to the 
history of democracy, and a casino.  

As a result, CB6 has received many questions and concerns from district residents, mostly focused 
on the casino aspect of these articles. In order to answer a few of those questions, here is what we 
know so far:  

• This plan is being spearheaded by Stefan Soloviev, the heir to billionaire real estate mogul 
Sheldon Solow's fortune, and his company Soloviev Group, of which he is the Chairman. 

• This plan exists because there are three available downstate casino licenses that will be 
issued by New York State. 

• Other businesses unrelated to Soloviev Group are also interested in bidding for the licenses. 

• Soloviev Group recently announced that it is partnering with gaming and entertainment 
group Mohegan in plans to submit a bid.  

• The process of awarding casino licenses is in its very early stages (so early that a final 
timeline of the process has not been published yet), so no actual applications for the 
licenses have been submitted to the Gaming Facility Location Board, a volunteer body which 
has been empowered by the New York State Gaming Commission to evaluate applications 
for the three casino licenses. 

• Per the Facility Location Board website, any casino, here or elsewhere in New York State, 
would need to navigate the local municipal zoning process 

• And before the Gaming Facility Location Board would even review an application, a local 
Community Advisory Committee would need to determine that there is adequate local 
support for the proposed project. 

• We know that said Community Advisory Committee, once it exists, will need to hold public 
meetings and solicit public comments for any casino license application.  

• The CEO of the Soloviev Group spoke at our most recent Full Board meeting about a letter he 
sent to CB6 this week, requesting to meet about his firm's plans. 

Citing concerns about public safety, noise, sanitation, transportation issues, daily over-congestion 
of people at all hours, and its proximity to schools, green spaces, and hospitals, as well as 
opposition from district residents, CB6 adopted a resolution opposing this casino proposal at our 
March 8th Full Board meeting. 

Related: New York casino contracts are ‘absolute petri dish for corruption’  
March 10, 2023, politicopro.com, by Janaki Chadha, Sally Goldenberg (requires an account to read 
the full article) 
Lobbying firms behind 10 New York City metro area casino proposals have made at least $7.2 
million over the past 14 months speed dialing decision-makers on behalf of gaming operators like 
Bally’s and Caesars. A seemingly endless line of lobbyists have approached state Sen. Liz Krueger 
over the last several months, pushing slick PowerPoint presentations and sparkly new plans on 

https://nycasinos.ny.gov/local-engagement-zoning-community-approval
https://cbsix.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Letter-to-Community-Board-6-from-The-Soloviev-Group.pdf
https://cbsix.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Letter-to-Community-Board-6-from-The-Soloviev-Group.pdf
https://airtable.com/shrrsHSVp9yX9GALs/tblztcUPiopggeJAc/viwmVIfxvJvQgYabU/recW1jDGrwdSv0hSP/fld66g40FckvbQxS7/atteVoNBUYwxRT6YJ?backgroundColor=blue
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2023/03/new-york-casino-contracts-are-absolute-petri-dish-for-corruption-00086415
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behalf of clients hoping to build the world’s next great casino in the middle of Manhattan. One 
lobbyist said his client wants to turn part of a Saks Fifth Avenue flagship store into “‘a James Bond-
type of Casino Royale,’” Krueger recalled. Another showed her a rendering of a proposed Caesars 
casino in Times Square with “these ridiculous giant sculptures of Caesar” — and urged the 
Democratic senator to endorse the proposal in her district. Krueger took the meetings and listened, 
but struggled to understand why anyone was pitching her in the first place — she doesn’t like 
casinos. “I’m pretty well known to just be anti-gambling, period, so I’ve even asked why they’re 
wasting their time."  
 

Related: Casino and real estate magnates are looking to hit the jackpot in New 
York City 
March 6, 2023, cityandstateny.com, by Justin Sondel 
They’re all jostling to nab one of the state’s three full casino licenses downstate…Soon, three new 
full-scale casino licenses will be issued in the New York City area, and business interests from 
across the globe are looking to get in on the action… But representatives of progressive 
neighborhoods in Manhattan and other boroughs may delay the process, as they advocate for the 
voices of constituents to be heard. State Sens. Brad Hoylman-Sigal and Liz Krueger, who both 
represent districts that include proposed Manhattan sites, have expressed skepticism that casinos 
are a good fit for their constituents. Manhattan Community Board 5 issued a resolution opposing a 
proposed casino site in Times Square. The Broadway League wrote an open letter taking umbrage 
with the same plan. Hoylman-Sigal said people from his Upper West Side district don’t want any 
potential issues linked to casinos in their neighborhood. “The primary reason is the host of negative 
externalities associated with casinos across the country,” Hoylman-Sigal said. “I have yet to find a 
casino development that actually has widespread community support and has paid off for local 
neighborhoods.” Krueger declined to be interviewed, but in a statement echoed Hoylman-Sigal, 
adding that she would wait for proposals to be officially submitted before commenting on specific 
plans. “I know that many kinds of gambling are now legal throughout our state,” Krueger said. “But, 
speaking for myself, I am never excited about the expansion of gambling activities. They can be 
addictive, exploit those least able to afford to lose their money, and redirect people’s disposable 
income away from other activities and toward the owners of the gambling concerns. As they say: 
‘The house always wins.’” 
 

Related: How do you convince Manhattanites a casino will be good for their 
neighborhood? 
March 6, 2023, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough 
Gambling companies have their work cut out for them – but getting locals on board is essential to 
succeeding in New York City…before the state considers those high rollers’ proposals, they have to 
get signoff from Community Advisory Committees appointed by local lawmakers (including the 
governor and mayor or county executive) from the neighborhoods where they hope to open up 
shop. Meetings of those committees will be public…Developers and companies working on casino 
proposals that will be submitted to the state later this year said that they’re engaging with 
lawmakers, unions, community groups, local businesses and more… it’s not just about informing 
communities about the jobs and investment that a casino will bring to midtown Manhattan or Coney 
Island, but incorporating community feedback as they fine-tune those proposals…One common idea 
to win over local restaurants and shops is referring casino customers directly to local businesses 
with discounts and other rewards…On the East Side of Manhattan, Soloviev Group is developing a 
proposal with Mohegan to build a casino resort along with green space, residential buildings that 

https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/03/casino-and-real-estate-magnates-are-looking-hit-jackpot-new-york-city/383610/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/03/casino-and-real-estate-magnates-are-looking-hit-jackpot-new-york-city/383610/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/03/how-do-you-convince-manhattanites-casino-will-be-good-their-neighborhood/383611/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/03/how-do-you-convince-manhattanites-casino-will-be-good-their-neighborhood/383611/


 
 

5 
 

include some below-market-rate units, a democracy museum and even a Ferris wheel. That team 
expressed similar objectives as the Hudson Yards developers: “Our goal is to address vital 
community needs to create new public open space, significant affordable housing and generate 
thousands of new jobs and other economic benefits for our neighborhood and the entire city…New 
York City Council Member Keith Powers will have one appointment to the Community Advisory 
Committee reviewing any of the proposals in his district, including the Mohegan bid in Midtown 
East. Powers, who has spoken with bidders inside and outside his district, said that a casino could 
be a great opportunity for the city to create jobs and attract tourists, but he added that local buy-in 
was crucial. “I think every council member I’ve talked to has said basically the same thing,” Powers 
said. “Everybody understands the broadest goals, but we also want to make sure it doesn’t have a 
devastating impact to the surrounding community when it comes to quality of life, traffic, safety and 
anything else that might come.”…New York is still months away from the convening of those 
community committees and bidders making more details of their proposals public. 
 

 

 

March is Women’s History Month 

 

It’s time for women to get the Equal Rights Amendment into the U.S.  
Constitution! 
 
 

Murray Hill Women who fought for women’s (and human) rights: 
Victoria Woodhull (1838-1927) First woman to run for President of the United States (Equal Rights 
Party). Advocate for women’s rights, including suffrage, the 8-hour work day, a graduated income 
tax, social welfare programs, profit sharing, free love and the legalization of sex work. 
 
Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962) First lady, diplomat, pacifist, activist. Delegate to the United Nations 
General Assembly from 1945 to 1952. Advocated for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948. Source: Wikipedia. 
 
 
 

 
Kalvig & Shorter Veterinary Associates celebrated International Women’s Day on March 

8th by commemorating the global family heritage of the great Women of KSV 2023!! KSV Women's 
Family stories begin from around the world!!  France, Bermuda, Indigenous Americas, Guatemala, 
Panama, Senegal, Benin & Togo, Cameroon, Basque, North Ireland, Sweden, Mexico, Ireland, Russia, 
England, Norway, Spain, Lithuania, Wales, Romania, Chile, Germany, Indigenous North America, 
Puerto Rico, Portugal and Italy. The amazing women of Kalvig & Shorter Veterinary Associates are 
proud of the many talents and strengths that come together from generations of family and the 
vibrant cultures of strong women around the world!  
Adrienne, Client Relations 
Kalvig & Shorter Veterinary Associates 
133 East 39th Street (between Lexington & 3rd Avenue) 

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=10656&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=11094&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Declaration_of_Human_Rights
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kalvigandshorter.com  
212-644-1022 
clientrelations@ksvassociates.com  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day—March 17! 
 

New York City’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade  (beginning at 11am) 

The NYC Parade marches up Fifth Avenue beginning at East 44th Street and ending at East 79th 
Street. Expect street closures along the parade route and on many of the side streets that are used 

http://www.kalvigandshorter.com/
mailto:clientrelations@ksvassociates.com
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cpi4_2xOX6G/
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as staging and dispersal areas. nycstpatricksparade.org. This year marks the 262nd celebration of 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in NYC. 
 
 

 
Water Week begins on March 18 
 
 

 
 

Transportation and traffic advisories 
 

The LIRR continues to tweak schedules to ESA and Penn Station 
Be sure to check your LIRR schedules for trains to Grand Central Madison and Penn Station, as they 
continue to be tweaked to respond to passenger feedback. The main complaint from Long Island 
commuters is that they now have to change at Jamaica for what was previously a one-seat ride to 
Penn Station. It’s still not easy to get the full picture of the schedules online, with information about 
what lines to take, where to switch, and the track numbers. Try the MTA Trip Planner, and customize 
your trip to get the details. 
 
 
 
 
 

Feds not coming to MTA’s rescue under GOP House, 
Schumer says 
February 27, 2023, amny.com, by Ben Brachfeld 
The dean of New York’s House delegation, Jerry Nadler (D – Manhattan), had virtually the same 
take: he supports the idea of permanent aid but isn’t optimistic in the current Congress...Even with a 
state rescue plan, New York’s transit riders are still set to pay higher subway and bus fares 
sometime this year. A 5.5% fare hike this year could bring a subway or bus ride up to $2.90; another 
hike in 2025 would pass the dreaded $3 threshold. A MetroCard swipe or OMNY tap has cost $2.75 
since 2015. 
 
 
 
NYC RULES ADOPTED 

New Electric Vehicle License 
Rule Effective Date: 03-04-2023 
Notice is hereby given in accordance with section 1043(b) of the New York City Charter that the Taxi 
and Limousine Commission (TLC) promulgates amendments to its vehicle specification rules 
governing non-accessible taxicab vehicles. Beginning in 2023, TLC will issue up to 1,000 new FHV 
licenses for electric vehicles, as described in its August 2022 report. These licenses will be 

https://www.nycstpatricksparade.org/
https://new.mta.info/
https://www.amny.com/transit/feds-not-comng-mta-rescue-schumer-gop-house
https://www.amny.com/transit/feds-not-comng-mta-rescue-schumer-gop-house
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restricted to use with battery electric vehicles, helping to electrify the TLC-licensed fleet, drive the 
demand for and the development of more public and private charging infrastructure, and allow 
drivers to avoid the volatility and high costs of gasoline. These vehicles will support the goals of 
modernizing the FHV fleet; using vehicles that cost less to operate; prevent the ill effects of vehicle 
idling; and will encourage more investment in an EV charging infrastructure. Read more 
 
 
 

Council Member Keith Powers released a policy spotlight: Out of Order: Focusing on MTA 
Elevators and Escalators, February 2023 

 
 
 
Please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org Traffic Change Updates section to see the work notices for 
public projects in the neighborhood: the 2nd Avenue (and surrounding areas) infrastructure 
replacement project, Pershing Square East, street closure notices, and more.   
 
 
 
 

News from neighborhood businesses & 
nonprofits 
 

42nd Anniversary Celebration! 
Villa Berulia Restaurant 

March 7 – 18 
 

Throwback Menu 
Dishes from Villa Berulia’s original 1981 menu! 

 
Two for Tuesday 

Two desserts from the Trolley for the price of one 
 

Wino Wednesday 
House bottles of wine for $42 (selected wines) 

 
Thirsty Thursday 

Happy Hour ALL DAY & NIGHT (@ the bar) 
 

Sinfonia di Paste Friday 
A flight of 3 different pastas for $42 

 
WINE TASTING WITH JOSH 
March 16   (starting at 7pm) 

Featuring a flight of 3 Italian wines & Tapas for $30 

https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/new-electric-vehicle-license/
https://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers/wp-content/uploads/sites/64/2023/02/Policy-Spotlight-MTA-Equipment.pdf
https://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers/wp-content/uploads/sites/64/2023/02/Policy-Spotlight-MTA-Equipment.pdf
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
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Villa Berulia 

107 East 34th Street 
(between Lexington & Park Ave) 

Tuesday – Friday  11:30am – 10:00pm 
Saturday  4:00pm – 10:00pm 

212-689-1970 
villaberulia.com 

 
 
 
 
 
Wednesdays (during Lent) 

Church of the Good Shepherd invites you to Mass, refreshments and Bible 
discussion 
Each Wednesday during Lent, the Church of the Good Shepherd offers Mass at 6pm followed by 
soup-and-bread and a class-discussion of the Old Testament led by Fr. Stephen Morris. For more 
information, please contact Fr. Stephen at smmorris58@gmail.com.  
at Church of the Good Shepherd (Episcopal) 
240 East 31st Street (between 2nd & 3rd Avenue) 
goodshepherdchurchnyc.org  
 
 
 
 
April 9  11:30am - 9pm    

Docks Oyster Bar & Grill will have a special Easter brunch menu, in addition 
to their regular menu 
633 3rd Avenue (40th Street) 
212-986-8080 
Reservations 
docksoysterbar.com  
 
 
 

 
beginning June 12 

Maryel School announces their Summer Camp 2023 Spanish Immersion 
program 
Giving children the gift of bilingualism. Maryel’s Summer Immersion Program is a fun and easy way 
for children ages 3-10 to learn how to speak and understand Spanish. Maryel’s summer camp is full 
of exciting activities that allow children to explore, learn and have fun all at once! Based on the 
school’s full immersion model, the Spanish language is introduced through theme-based stories 
and activities. Inspired bilingual teachers teach students in a way that helps them become 
accustomed to the sounds and rhythms of the language by means of singing, speaking and acting.  

https://villaberulia.com/
mailto:smmorris58@gmail.com
https://www.goodshepherdchurchnyc.org/
https://www.sevenrooms.com/reservations/docksoysterbarseafoodgrill/ig
https://www.docksoysterbar.com/
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Our summer camp provides an opportunity for English speaking children to learn Spanish, and for 
Spanish speaking children to develop their language skills. It is not required for children to have any 
prior knowledge of Spanish to attend Maryel's Summer Camp. Weekly sessions through August 4. 
Register at 
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdTxQF1a8lcXgRrwhyh1AA6T54FOVqptwKH0YLK6R2_rRe3
g/viewform.  
Maryel School’s NYC CAMPUS 
300 East 35th Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenue, across from St. Vartan Park) 
212-213-2097 
maryelschool.org.  
 
 
 

 
Public service announcement 

 

 
 

An Uninvited Guest [the spotted lanternfly] 

January 27, 2023, Madison Square Park Conservancy email of March 6, 2023 
Throughout 2022’s summer, New Yorkers united to squash a new invasive pest, the spotted 
lanternfly, Lycorma delicatula…this pest of many agricultural crops has been spreading throughout 
the northeastern United States. These beautiful invaders’ favorite food is the tree of heaven, 
Ailanthus altissima. The Madison Square Park Arboretum contains one of these trees at 26th Street 
and Fifth Avenue…It has smooth gray bark and produces a strong, unpleasant odor. This tree has 
been aged at close to 60 years old, making it one of the oldest of its kind in NYC, as these species 
are vigorous but short-lived growers. Tree of heaven’s invasive nature helps create perfect food 
corridors for these pests along roadsides and disturbed lands. Fortunately, land managers can use 
this to their advantage as spotted lanternflies will always flock to these “trap” trees where their eggs 
can be manually scraped off and killed with alcohol. At Madison Square Park, these egg cases are 
being scraped off this winter while the tree is pruned. Our horticulture team will then set up traps for 
these insects at the tree’s base during the insect’s active season to catch any stragglers. Spotted 
lanternflies are a newly introduced pest, and control methods will continue to evolve as we learn 
more about how they behave in the landscape. You can help control this invasive pest by continuing 
to squash any spotted lanternfly that crosses your path. 
 
Editor’s note: If you have any tips on how to sneak up on them, please write info@murrayhillnyc.org 
and put “For newsletter” in the Subject. In my experience, they are difficult to squash, because they 
are hoppers. The one I was chasing hopped at least 4 feet in one hop. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdTxQF1a8lcXgRrwhyh1AA6T54FOVqptwKH0YLK6R2_rRe3g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdTxQF1a8lcXgRrwhyh1AA6T54FOVqptwKH0YLK6R2_rRe3g/viewform
https://www.maryelschool.org/
https://madisonsquarepark.org/community/news/2023/01/an-uninvited-guest/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
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Tackling Noise: New Noise Camera Coming to Council District 4  
Source: Council Member Keith Powers, February 2023 Update email, February 28, 2023 
One of the top issues my office hears about from constituents on a daily basis is how loud the City 
has gotten. That’s why I introduced the “Stop Spreading the Noise Act” last year, a package of bills 
designed to make the noise code more enforceable, including a bill to expand and make permanent 
the noise camera pilot program. Currently, the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the 
City agency tasked with enforcing the noise code, started this pilot in the last few years to tackle the 
persistent issue of vehicles that exceed the allowable decibel limit on New York City streets. The 
cameras are activated by noise from vehicles and take a picture to automatically issue fines to the 
offender…I am pleased to announce that the Department of Environmental Protection is installing a 
new noise camera in District 4 as part of a pilot program. While the DEP has asked me not to share 
the specific location of the camera, I will keep pushing to pass my legislation to bring these citywide 
and for more throughout our neighborhoods. 
 
 

 
 

March 9, 2023, Mayor Adams Celebrates 20 Years of NYC311 With Release of 
State of 311 Report 

Since it launched in March 2003, 311 has received more than 525 million contacts — through phone 
calls, texts, social media posts, website submissions, chat support, and a mobile app.  
 
 
 
 

What to know about the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey 
March 7, 2023, consumer.ftc.gov, by Gema de las Heras, Consumer Education Specialist 
Getting a call, letter, or a visit about the American Community Survey (ACS) — when so many 
scammers are trying to trick you into sharing personal information — might make you think twice. 
And it’s good to think twice. But the ACS is a legitimate survey to collect information used to make 
decisions about how federal funding is spent in your community…If you got a survey and want to 
verify it’s legit, call your Census Bureau regional office census.gov/about/regions/new-
york/contact.html.  
Here’s what else to expect: You’ll get a letter first. Reminders will follow. If you don’t complete the 
survey online, a paper questionnaire will follow in about three weeks. Or you’ll get an email reminder 
if you gave an email address. Survey participants may get a call. If you did the survey online or on 
paper, and if the Census Bureau needs to clarify information, they might call. But no one will ever 
ask for your bank or credit card information. That’s a scam. In-person interviewers must show ID. A 
Census Bureau representative may visit you at home after normal business hours, when it’s more 
likely you’ll be home, to complete the process in person. Interviewers must show a photo ID with the 
U.S. Department of Commerce seal and an expiration date. 
 
 
 

https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/163-23/mayor-adams-celebrates-20-years-nyc311-release-state-311-report
https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/163-23/mayor-adams-celebrates-20-years-nyc311-release-state-311-report
https://consumer.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts/2023/03/what-know-about-us-census-bureaus-american-community-survey
https://www.census.gov/about/regions/new-york/contact.html
https://www.census.gov/about/regions/new-york/contact.html
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COVID-19 updates 
 

Data taken on 3/12/23 from the COVID-19 page on the NYC Department of Health website 
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page. 
 

Commissioner’s Advisory on Prevention 

COVID-19, RSV and flu are spreading in NYC this winter season. The Health Commissioner strongly 
recommends everyone to wear masks in all indoor public settings to reduce the spread of these 
viruses. 

• Stay up-to-date on vaccinations for Covid-19 and flu. Vaccine Finder app 
vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  
Get the updated COVID-19 bivalent booster. 
If you have recently been infected with Covid-19, the CDC recommends waiting until three 
months after your infection to receive a booster.  
 

• Wear a high-quality mask, such as a KN95 or KF94, in public settings.  
 

• Test before and after travel or gatherings, or if you were recently exposed to someone who 
has COVID-19. 
 

• Stay home if sick. 
[CDC recommends: If you have COVID-19 symptoms: 

o Test 
o Talk—talk to a healthcare professional if you are eligible for treatment 
o Treat—start treatment within 5 days of developing symptoms] 

 
• Wash [or sanitize] your hands frequently. 

 
• Consider additional precautions if you are at increased risk of severe illness.  

NOTE: CDC also recommends: Good ventilation 

 

 

Proof of vaccination and masks may be required by employers, businesses and nonprofits.  

CDC continues to recommend that people wear masks in indoor public transportation settings at 
this time. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccines.page
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-whensick.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-prevention-and-care.page
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/Improving-Ventilation-Home.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/masks-public-transportation.html
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CDC’s travel risk assessment tools cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html.  

 

 

Trends 

Data taken on 3/12/23 from NYC Department of Health Covid Data page  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page compares case rates for zip 
code 10016, Manhattan and NYC.  

 

 
 
 

 
Covid safety at the gym? 
Source: Bloomberg Prognosis email (bloombergbusiness.com), March 12, 2023 
Question: I need some Covid safety tips for the gym...any advice for making it less risky?  
Answer: Gyms can be especially risky spaces during a pandemic because people breathe more 
heavily when they’re exerting themselves, expelling respiratory particles at a greater range. 
Additionally, in the gym, you’re often near others and touching the same surfaces. A few things can 
make the experience safer. First, make sure you are up to date with your vaccines...Then adjust your 
timing so that you go to the gym at off-peak hours...Keeping your distance from others or exercising 
outside can help, too...wearing a mask at the gym, if you can tolerate it, and checking on the 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page
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facility’s Covid policies...Wiping down mats and equipment is a plus...Did the gym upgrade its 
ventilation in response to the pandemic? 
 
 
 
 

 
Kudos! 
 

 
 
Grand Central Oyster Bar & Restaurant celebrates 110 Years! 
Source: Grand Central Terminal (info@grandcentralterminal.com), email of March 1, 2023 
Learn more: the Oyster Bar from 1913 to present 
In a comprehensive history of the oyster in New York, The Big Oyster, author Mark Kurlansky wrote,  
“Before the 20th century, when people thought of New York, they thought of oysters. This is what 
New York was to the world—a great oceangoing port where people ate succulent local oysters from 
their harbor. Visitors looked forward to trying them. New Yorkers ate them constantly. They also 
sold them by the millions.” He also wrote, “The combination of having reputably the best oysters in 
the world in what had become unarguably the greatest port in the world made New York City for an 
entire century the world’s oyster capital.” 
 
Just three weeks after Grand Central opened on February 2, 1913, The Grand Central Oyster Bar 
also opened its doors. A 440-seat space, the Oyster Bar was as impressive then as it is today, 

mailto:info@grandcentralterminal.com
https://www.oysterbarny.com/about/
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featuring vaulted arches and ceilings accented by the tile work of Rafael Guastavino, Spanish 
architect, and builder. In the late 1800s, Rafael and his son brought the Mediterranean design 
technique of thin-tile structural vaulting dating back to the 14th century to America. There are over 
250 Guastavino works in NYC and over 1000 in the U.S. Arguably the most famous site for 
Guastavino's work, the Oyster Bar tile work is the centerpiece of the interior space. A whimsical 
interlocking herringbone pattern adorns the ceiling, featuring lighting at the ribs which compliments 
the historic architecture. 
 
The launch of the Oyster Bar aligned with the height of long-distance train travel and New York’s 
obsession for oysters. At that time and for decades prior, if you were craving oysters, choices 
abound. From oyster cellars to shacks to stands, oyster joints were the coffee shop of the time. The 
Oyster Bar dining room offered meals to locals, visitors, and commuters seeking a beautiful spot to 
slurp the popular bivalve before heading home or at lunch. The Oyster Bar swiftly gained popularity, 
becoming one of the busiest lunch counters in the city, with an endless menu of raw clams and 
oysters and a centrally convenient location. 
 
View the Oyster Bar menu at oysterbarny.com/menu.  
 
 

 

 
Job, training, grant & internship 
opportunities 
 
March 15   9am – 2pm 

(in person) Mental Health Skill-Building training program for educators and 
school-based mental health staff 
(free) Training in a social-emotional learning curriculum designed to improve coping skills for K–
12th grade students, including those identified by the DESSA scale as needing extra support. This 
curriculum can be delivered at the classroom level for all students or in small groups of at-risk 
students. Free for NYC teachers and DOE staff. Learn more and register at childmind.org/school-
and-community/professional-training/mental-health-skill-building.  
at The Child Mind Institute  
101 East 56th Street 
 
 

 

Director of Research and Preservation at Village Preservation 
Village Preservation (formerly the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation) seeks a 
highly motivated historic preservationist to serve as Director of Research and Preservation. 
Compensation package includes full medical benefits, vacation, etc. Salary $80–90K 
commensurate with experience. Learn more at villagepreservation.org/employment-internships.  
 

https://www.oysterbarny.com/menu
https://childmind.org/school-and-community/professional-training/mental-health-skill-building
https://childmind.org/school-and-community/professional-training/mental-health-skill-building
https://www.villagepreservation.org/employment-internships
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The City’s Dept. of Social Services, Human Resources Administration, and 
Dept. of Homeless Services are recruiting.  
Current vacancies include Caseworker, Job Opportunity Specialist and Eligibility Specialist. 
The Dept. of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) manages job recruitment for city 
government, including examinations for Civil Service. Start at this page 

nyc.gov/site/dcas/employment/employment.page, or search for jobs by agency or area of 
interest at nyc.gov/jobs/explore-careers.page or search by job ID# or agency. 
 
 
 

The Supportive Housing Network of New York is hiring 
Finance & Administrative Associate (Hybrid) 
Executive Assistant (Hybrid)  

 
 

Group M Media Internships 
Group M has an opportunity for Media Interns to help expand their social media presence and take 
their digital media strategy to the next level. This 10-week full-time paid internship works alongside 
other advertising enthusiasts to discover what media has to offer within one of Group M's operating 
agencies. 
There will be info sessions for prospective candidates to learn more about the summer internship 
program, their media, marketing, and advertising entry-level opportunities, and life at GroupM—ask  
the recruitment team questions regarding the application process and what to expect next. 
Virtual info sessions: 
March  22  3 – 4pm  
April  19  6 - 7pm 
May 24  3 – 4pm 
Learn more and apply at jobs.jobvite.com/careers/groupm-na/job/ozpxmfwB.  

 
 

April 1 (application deadline) 

First Tech Fund is recruiting high school students for their virtual fellowship 
program.  
Fellows will participate in weekly virtual workshops on careers and foundational digital skills, are 
eligible to receive free laptop and/or WiFi hotspot, and can opt into mentorship with a young 
professional. Learn more and apply at firsttechfund.com/apply.  

https://www.nyc.gov/site/dcas/employment/employment.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dcas/employment/employment.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dcas/employment/employment.page
https://www.nyc.gov/jobs/explore-careers.page
https://a127-jobs.nyc.gov/psc/nycjobs/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&Action=U&
https://www.idealist.org/en/nonprofit-job/21cd38464f91421f9bff2e954e724081-finance-administrative-associate-hybrid-the-supportive-housing-network-of-new-york-new-york
https://www.idealist.org/en/nonprofit-job/95c67ac01e634ab29de83407ee4e1897-executive-assistant-hybrid-the-supportive-housing-network-of-new-york-new-york
https://app.joinhandshake.com/events/1248298/share_preview
https://app.joinhandshake.com/events/1247757/share_preview
https://app.joinhandshake.com/events/1247798/share_preview
https://jobs.jobvite.com/careers/groupm-na/job/ozpxmfwB
https://www.firsttechfund.com/apply
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April 13 (application deadline) 

The National Book Foundation new NBF Teacher Fellowship 
This fellowship celebrates teachers in grades 6–12 who are making reading for pleasure a part of 
their students’ school-day experience. Fellowship winners will receive a $3,000 stipend along with 
$2,000 to buy books and participate in professional development with other fellows, authors and 
National Book Foundation staff. If you know an innovative, enthusiastic teacher who inspires kids to 
read, please alert them to this opportunity. Learn more at nationalbook.org/programs/national-
book-foundation-teacher-fellowship.  

 

 
 

Make your views known 

 
March 17   5pm (deadline for applications) 

Apply to be on a Manhattan Community Board 
Community Boards are the independent and representative voices of their communities—the most 
grass-roots form of local government. Manhattan’s 12 Community Boards are composed of 50 
volunteer members serving staggered two-year terms; 25 members are appointed (or reappointed) 
each year. Each year, the Manhattan Borough President appoints 300 members to the borough’s 12 
Community Boards to serve two-year terms, and applications are now open through. Apply at 
form.jotform.com/223404628070146.  
The Borough President is especially interested in appointing Manhattanites who have historically 
been less represented on Community Boards, including youth 16 years or older, public housing 
residents, and people holding marginalized identities. Borough President Levine is committed to 
ensuring that Community Boards authentically reflect the diversity of the neighborhoods they 
represent, lifting up the lived experience and concerns of Manhattanites who have long been 
disenfranchised. 
Community Board members must live, work, or have an otherwise significant interest in the 
neighborhoods served by the community district, and be a New York City resident. In addition, they 
look for applicants with histories of community involvement, expertise and skill sets, and 
attendance at Board meetings. No more than 25 percent of the members of any board may be New 
York City employees. 
Each Board has a budget, a district manager and staff, and has three distinct 
responsibilities: 
 

• Monitoring the delivery of city services such as sanitation and street maintenance; 
• Planning and reviewing land use applications including zoning changes; and 

• Making recommendations for each year’s city budget. 
 

https://www.nationalbook.org/programs/national-book-foundation-teacher-fellowship
https://www.nationalbook.org/programs/national-book-foundation-teacher-fellowship
https://form.jotform.com/223404628070146
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Community Boards consider a wide range of issues, including distribution of liquor 
licenses, consideration of sidewalk café applications, and permits for street fairs and other 
outdoor events. They may also weigh in issues before the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission, the Board of Standards and Appeals (the city agency dedicated to land-use 
and zoning regulation), and provide input on proposals from city agencies. 
Members are officially appointed by the Manhattan Borough President. Half of the 
members of these boards are selected unilaterally by the Manhattan Borough President, 
and half are nominated by the City Council Members whose districts overlap with the 
Community District. 
 
 
 
 
April 1  (deadline for nominations) 

The Manhattan Chamber of Commerce has issued a call for nominations for 
its Best in the Business awards 
These awards recognize the above-and-beyond achievements of companies and executives with a 
significant presence in NYC, including these categories: 

• Business of the Year 

• New Yorker of the Year 

• Development Project of the Year 

• Company to Watch 

• Excellence in Corporate Social Responsibility 

• Small Business, Large Impact 

Learn more at businessawards.nyc  
 
 
 
 

https://www.businessawards.nyc/
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It’s not too late to comment on the proposed State Assembly redistricting 
Source: Manhattan Community Board Six (cbsix.org), March 2023 Newsletter, March 10, 2023 
Manhattan Community Board 6 reminds constituents that the New York State Independent 
Redistricting Commission (NYS IRC) has released its proposed map for the New York State 
Assembly. In that map, most of our constituents north of East 42nd Street are proposed to be 
redistricted to a majority-Queens New York State Assembly District. At its January 9th meeting, the 
Budget & Governmental Affairs Committee passed a resolution opposing the attempt to place parts 
of our East Side community within a Queens Assembly District. The resolution was ratified by our 
Full Board two days later, and we submitted the resolution as testimony to the NYS IRC…CB6 
encourages district residents to tell the NYS IRC that all of Manhattan Community District 6 should 
be in an all-Manhattan Assembly District. You can submit your testimony at nyirc.gov/participate.  

 
 

It's time for NYC to Shed the Shed 

https://www.nyirc.gov/assembly-plan
https://www.nyirc.gov/assembly-plan
https://airtable.com/shrrsHSVp9yX9GALs/tblztcUPiopggeJAc/viwmVIfxvJvQgYabU/rechI1qK08pKXiADz/fld66g40FckvbQxS7/attIhgpbgg9WfiKG0?backgroundColor=blue
https://airtable.com/shrrsHSVp9yX9GALs/tblztcUPiopggeJAc/viwmVIfxvJvQgYabU/rechI1qK08pKXiADz/fld66g40FckvbQxS7/attIhgpbgg9WfiKG0?backgroundColor=blue
https://www.nyirc.gov/participate
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Source: email from Borough President Mark Levine (info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov), March 10, 2023 
manhattanbp.nyc.gov  
Manhattan alone has over 4,000 sidewalk sheds!...Most sidewalk sheds play an essential role in 
keeping New Yorkers safe from falling debris on city streets and keep workers safe on the job. But 
across the city, these sheds, built to comply with local law inspection and repair requirements, are 
too often left up for months or even years. We’ve got to do better. When scaffolding is up for longer 
than it needs to be, it’s bad for local businesses and bad for a neighborhood’s quality of life. So how 
do we fix this? To start, we must be proactive in ensuring that the facade work that requires 
sidewalk sheds and scaffolding to be up in the first place is done as quickly as possible. To achieve 
this, my office this week released Shed the Shed – a plan to implement five basic policies that will 
offer a mix of carrots and sticks to incentivize building owners not just to remove sheds, but also to 
help them get the repairs they need done, quickly.  
Highlights from the Shed the Shed report: 
Strategy 1: Provide support for buildings who need help getting work done quickly [low-interest 
loans, advice & guidance on repairs). 
Strategy 2: Reduce delays caused by permitting requirements and disputes with neighboring 
properties.  

• Expedite façade permitting processes at Landmark Preservation Commission by expanding 
the staff available and dedicating a unit specifically to Local Law 11 compliance. 

• Allow property owners to petition for access to neighboring properties when necessary. The 
State should allow for mediated negotiation between property owners when access to 
neighboring properties is required. 

Strategy 3: Hold buildings accountable for failure to complete façade work in a timely manner  
Strategy 4: Update Local Law 11 inspection regulations and reform design standards 

• Allow drones to be used for façade inspection 
• Reform design standards to allow use of different designs and scaffolding types 

Strategy 5: Extend Local Law 11 compliance cycles in certain instances 

• Extend Local Law 11 cycles by two years for buildings that complete major façade 
renovations 

• Extend inspection schedules for new buildings made with lower risk materials 
 
 
Related: A neighborhood group has taken up this cause. If you would like to connect with this group 
by email, send an email to reform11nyc@gmail.com.  
 

 
 

How you can help 
 
 

Join a MHNA committee 
 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is an all-volunteer organization. We need your help to 
keep the Association’s work going. Volunteering can be for individual events, such as the Street 

mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
http://manhattanbp.nyc.gov/
https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Shed-the-Shed-Report-V5.pdf
mailto:reform11nyc@gmail.com
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Festival, and also for ongoing activities, such as Membership. Many administrative activities can be 
done remotely. Learn about the different committees.  
 
The Membership Committee is looking for a volunteer with Excel spreadsheet skills to help with 
month-end membership processing. Can be done remotely. Time commitment: approximately 2-3 
hours once a month. Must be a MHNA member. 
 
The Website Committee is looking for a volunteer who will learn how to enter eblasts and articles in 
the website forms and to enter them on an as-needed basis. Can be done remotely. Knowledge of 
MS Word is helpful. Computer skills are necessary. Time commitment: varies. Schedule can be 
flexible. Must be a MHNA member. 
 
If you are interested in joining a committee, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.   
 
 
 

 

Ukraine aid 
 

New York State website with information about resources and aid for 
Ukrainians 
 
State Department program Uniting for Ukraine 
To help fulfill President Biden’s promise to temporarily resettle 100,000 Ukrainian refugees, the 
State Department has established Uniting for Ukraine, in which legal residents of the United States 
can apply to be sponsors of migrants under a process called Humanitarian Parole. Learn more at 
uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole. Welcome.US, a humanitarian group for 
refugee resettlement, has created a guide to the process (and offers a mailing list) for people 
interested in becoming a sponsor. “Sponsors may apply as individuals, as a group, or as a 
representative of a non-governmental agency. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) lists the eligibility requirements and the instructions for completing Form I-134 (the 
Declaration of Financial Support). 

[Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of 4/28/2022] 

Ukrainians in the U.S. since March 1, 2022 are eligible for Temporary 
Protective Status (TPS) for an 18 month period. CUNY’s Citizenship Now project is ready to 

help the Ukrainian community apply for this benefit. Call 646-664-6400. 

 

Look out for scams 

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=10128&clientID=11037&topicID=0&Thispage=Committees
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-134instr.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/i-134
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Penn Station neighborhood updates 
 

Hochul admits plan to fund Penn Station redo with towers is in trouble 
March 9, 2023, nypost.com, by Nolan Hicks 
Gov. Kathy Hochul seemingly acknowledged Thursday that she would likely have to find a new way 
to raise the $7 billion needed to overhaul the Big Apple’s much-hated Penn Station, as her plan to 
finance the project with new office towers seems to have gone bust...Hochul made the comments 
just days after a key lawmaker, state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-Queens) described the plan to finance 
the overhaul with the construction of as many as ten new office towers was “not going anywhere.” 
The biggest developer attached to the project, Vornado Realty, had already signaled that it would 
likely be years before they could build the towers, citing the post-pandemic surplus of office space 
and rising interest rates, which are making construction more expensive. 
“I will shift gears and find other ways to make this happen and it is not contingent on what Vornado 
was planning in the entire neighborhood,” Hochul said during an appearance on WNYC. 
 
 
 

 
MSG Must Pay Its Fair Share 
Source: News from State Senator Brad Hoylman-Sigal email, March 7, 2023  
(hoylman@nysenate.gov)  
On March 5, [State Senator Hoylman] participated in an oversight hearing of the MTA by the Senate 
Corporations Committee, of which I am a member. I asked the MTA Chair [Janno] Lieber about the 
need to seek alternative funding mechanisms for the renovation of Penn Station since the State’s 
current proposal has been put on hold. I noted that one of the biggest private beneficiaries of Penn 
Station, Madison Square Garden, does not pay property taxes totaling $43 million a year, which 
could be used potentially to help fund the renovation of the Western Hemisphere’s busiest train 
station.  
 
 

https://nypost.com/2023/03/09/hochul-admits-penn-station-redo-plan-is-in-trouble
mailto:hoylman@nysenate.gov
http://ftc.gov/charity
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The New York Landmarks Conservancy email, More Calls to Scrap Penn Real Estate 
Scheme, March 6, 2023, nylandmarks.org 

The State has now admitted the obvious. The proposed real estate deal that would require leveling 
blocks of Midtown for giant towers would not pay for Penn Station improvements. In a recent court 
filing, Empire State Development (ESD) said “Other funding sources will be needed to pay for most 
of the $20 million cost of a new Penn Station.“ This StreetsBlogNYC article is the latest in a string of 
stories detailing growing calls by elected officials for Governor Kathy Hochul to scrap the current 
real estate scheme and focus on transit-oriented improvements to Penn Station.   
 
 

 

Join The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
Murray Hill is the Heart at the Center of Manhattan 

Be a part of it! 

Join the MHNA here 

 
 

For businesses, nonprofits and buildings 
 
 
March 14    5:30 – 7:30pm 

(virtual) Workshop: Intellectual Property for Small Business 
This workshop focuses on the meaning of Intellectual Property (IP) and what you can do right now 
to protect your business's IP. You will learn: different types of intellectual property: patents, 
copyrights, trademarks; who should consider having their IP protected; why IP should be registered; 
and how to make your business’s IP work for you. Presented by NYC Department of Small Business 
Services (NYC SBS). Register at eventbrite.com/e/intellectual-property-for-small-business-lm-314-
tickets-481755994147.  
 
 
 
 
March 15 (deadline to apply) 

Childcare Center Tax Abatement 
March 6, 2023, Mayor Adams’s press release 
Property owners who create a childcare center or increase the number of seats at an existing 
childcare center may be eligible for a property tax abatement covering up to $225,000 of 
construction costs and a business income tax credit for businesses that provide free or subsidized 
infant/toddler care for their employees. Applications for the property tax abatement program for 

https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2023/03/06/gov-hochuls-penn-station-tax-giveaway-makes-less-sense-than-ever/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/subscriptions/member-subscribe.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Join
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/intellectual-property-for-small-business-lm-314-tickets-481755994147
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/intellectual-property-for-small-business-lm-314-tickets-481755994147
https://www.nyc.gov/site/finance/benefits/group-childcare-abatement.page
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this current fiscal year are currently available and the deadline for submitting the application and 
the submission of supportive documents to Department of Finance is March 15th. For more 
information go the Department of Finance’s website, nyc.gov/finance and search Childcare Center 
Abatement to learn more about the abatement. 
 

Property Tax Exemption Deadline: March 15 
The Department of Finance administers tax exemptions and abatements that help New Yorkers 
save on their property taxes. Full eligibility information and application instructions. 
 

Notice of Property Value (NOPV) Season Is Here!    
Mailed to you each January, the NOPV will tell you NYC’s determination of your property’s market 
and assessed values. Want to learn more about this important notice and get help with any 
questions you might have? Visit nyc.gov/nopv to find an outreach event near you.   

 
 
 
 
March 16   10am 

(in person) 1:1 Business Advisory Sessions with PACE SBDC 
(free) The Pace University Small Business Development Center (SBDC) will provide in-person 1:1 
business advisory sessions at the New York Public Library’s Thomas Yoseloff Business Center. 
New York City-based small business owners and aspiring entrepreneurs can sign up for these 
sessions and receive help with securing small business financing, marketing, and sales strategies, 
accessing procurement opportunities, business planning, and other operational challenges. 
Sessions will be one hour in length and are by appointment only. To reserve a 1:1 session, please 
contact the Pace SBDC at sbdc@pace.edu to book your appointment. Details will be provided once 
your appointment is booked. 
at Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library  
Thomas Yoseloff Business Center 
Fifth Floor 
455 Fifth Avenue (40th Street) 
 

 
 
 
For buildings 
March 16   11am 

(virtual) The Cooperator Events presents: Local Law 97—What Your Board Must 
Know about Benchmarking, Saving on Energy & Avoiding Penalties 
Local Law 97 requires boards to assess their communities’ energy usage, and often take on major 
capital projects to improve performance and stay compliant. Learn more. Register at 
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/3316776131949/WN_pFmg_YK8TGKwLBHLgHlJ2w. 
 
 
 

http://www.nyc.gov/finance
https://www.nyc.gov/site/finance/benefits/landlords.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/finance/taxes/notice-of-property-value.page
mailto:sbdc@pace.edu
https://cooperatornews.com/article/the-cooperator-events-presents-local-law-97---what-your-board-must-know-about-benchmarking-saving-on-energy-avoiding-penalties
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/3316776131949/WN_pFmg_YK8TGKwLBHLgHlJ2w
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March 17    1 – 2pm 

(virtual) An Introduction to Trademarks 
Get an introduction to the basic principles of trademarks and how they differ from patents and 
copyrights.  Learn how to conduct a trademark search using the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
(www.uspto.gov). Learn more and register at nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/17/introduction-
trademarks. Presented by the New York Public Library Thomas Yoseloff Business Center at SNFL.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need help to get your building compliant with Local Law 97? 
Find out how NYC's building emissions law impacts your building and how you can avoid fines. 
Learn more at NYC Accelerator accelerator.nyc/ll97.  
 
March 21   10am – 12 noon 

(virtual) Council Member Gale Brewer is hosting a workshop on Local Law 97 
A workshop on Local Law 97, which sets limits on emission levels from residential buildings over 
25,000 sq. ft.—because buildings are the single largest source of greenhouse gas emissions. Learn 
what steps your building should take now before the law takes effect in 2024. Learn what steps 
your building should take now from the New York City Accelerator and Department of Buildings. 
Register at us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUtcuurqjwjG91amKDK0cT-4v2-59zvycSA.  
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming events 
 
March 13  12:30 - 1pm 

Marble Collegiate Church Soul Break, with organ music performed by Amelie 
Held  
(free) Organist Amelie Held studies at The Julliard School  and has performed in many of the 
world’s music centers. Marble Church’s world-famous pipe organ was designed and voiced by 
Sebastian M. Glück. The organ’s orchestral effects and daring musical gestures were designed to 
perform great concert literature, lead dynamic public worship and provide refined accompaniment 
to Marble’s esteemed choirs. Soul Break is free and continues on Mondays through April 3. For 
more information visit MarbleChurch.org. Marble Collegiate Church has stood on the corner of Fifth 
Avenue and 29th Street since 1854, with its ministry dating back to 1628.  
at Marble Collegiate Church 
1 West 29th Street (5th Avenue) 

http://www.uspto.gov/
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/17/introduction-trademarks
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/17/introduction-trademarks
https://accelerator.nyc/ll97
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUtcuurqjwjG91amKDK0cT-4v2-59zvycSA
https://marblechurch.org/calendar/9580/monday-soul-break-concert-series
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March 13    6:30 - 7:30pm  (doors at 6pm) 

(hybrid) Live from the NYPL: Laurie Anderson, Walter Hood, and Justin Garrett 
Moore: Ethics in Public Art 
(free) Artists and activists debate the intersections between public art and issues of equity, 
representation, social justice, and beyond. Presented in partnership with the American Academy in 
Rome. Featuring: Laurie Anderson, visual artist, composer, poet, photographer, filmmaker, and 
musician, Walter Hood, Professor of Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning and Urban 
Design, University of California Berkeley, Justin Garrett Moore, inaugural program officer for the 
Humanities in Place program, Mellon Foundation. What are the impacts, positive and negative, that 
public art can have on the built environment? Drawing on their personal experiences and work, 
Laurie Anderson, Walter Hood, and Justin Garrett Moore explore the thorny issues surrounding the 
decision-making process of civic projects and the motivations that lie behind public art and 
monuments. What happens when artistic and creative concerns clash with commercial and political 
ones? How should social justice and equity be addressed through aesthetics? And how can public 
art best be used to strengthen and uplift communities? Register at 
showclix.com/event/ethicspublicart/tag/nyplconnect.  
at Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (SNFL) 
7th Floor Event Center 
455 5th Avenue (40th Street) 
 
 
 
 
March 13  7:30pm 

(in person) Japan Society’s Monthly Anime, Early Shinkai: The Place Promised 
in Our Early Days & Voices of a Distant Star 
Two formative works by blockbuster director Makoto Shinkai is presented in celebration of the 
upcoming U.S. release of his highly-anticipated Suzume. Learn more and purchase tickets at 
japansociety.org/events/early-shinkai-the-place-promised-in-our-early-days-voices-of-a-distant-star.  
at Japan Society 
333 East 47th Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenue) 
 
 
 
 
 
March 13    9pm (premiere) 

Public Television Great Performances series presents David Strathairn in 
Remember This 
The Academy Award nominee stars as reluctant World War II hero and Holocaust witness, Jan 
Karski, in this true story of moral courage and individual responsibility. Watch a clip from the show 
at pbs.org/wnet/gperf/invasion-poland-wywx18/14559.   
 

Jan Karski in Murray Hill 

https://www.showclix.com/event/ethicspublicart/tag/nyplconnect
https://japansociety.org/events/early-shinkai-the-place-promised-in-our-early-days-voices-of-a-distant-star
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/gperf/invasion-poland-wywx18/14559
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A statue of Jan Karski by Karol Badyna can be seen in front of the Polish Consulate, 233 East 37th 
Street, in Murray Hill.  
 
Learn more: The Lesson of Jan Karski for Our World, November 2, 2022. Clark Young, co-author of 
Remember This: The Lesson of Jan Karski, explains why the heritage of Jan Karski, whose harrowing 
reports on what Germans were doing in Auschwitz were ignored by the world, is now a moral call to 
action in defense of human rights. 
 
 
 
 
through March 18 

NYC Open Data Week 
(free) Be sure to get in on the action — view the program and register for events. And stay in touch 
throughout the week by signing up for festival announcements. 
 
 

 
 
 
March 14    12 – 1:30pm  

(virtual) Trust in Your Trust- Part 2 Wills & Trusts 

This presentation builds upon Wills and Trusts 101 - clarifying the different types and purposes of 
trusts as well as providing an explanation of important documentation for long-term care planning. 
Learn about Medicaid Asset Protection Trusts, Life Insurance Trusts, Special Needs Trusts, 
Spendthrift Trusts, and Trusts to Reduce Estate Taxes. Ron Fatoullah, Esq. CELA, also explains the 
advantages of appointing a “Trust Protector” and the important planning documents everyone 
should have prepared. Part of Retirement A to Z, an 8-part series presented by the New York Public 
Library Thomas Yoseloff Business Center at SNFL in partnership with the Museum of American 
Finance. Learn more and register at nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/14/trust-your-trust-part-2-
wills-trusts.  
 
 
 
 
March 14    6 - 7pm 

(hybrid) Illustrated talk: Highlights From 50 Years of Preservation: Buildings 
and the Stories They Tell, with Peg Breen, Conservancy President 
Co-sponsored by The New York Landmarks Conservancy in partnership with The General Society of 
Mechanics & Tradesmen of The City of New York. Peg Breen, the New York Landmarks 
Conservancy President, will lead an illustrated talk on the Conservancy's history and mission. 
Buildings tell stories and her presentation will include images from "50 at 50", an interactive, online 
exhibition launched in January to kick off the Conservancy’s 50th anniversary. In 1973, the 
Conservancy’s visionary founders realized that landmark designation alone wouldn’t always save a 
building, and they saw the need for a group with financial and technical skills to help property 
owners maintain their historic structures. They also sought a group that could devote the time 
required to achieve major preservation projects. From its gutsy beginnings finding new uses for 

https://www.gov.pl/web/usa-en/the-lesson-of-jan-karski-for-our-world
https://2023.open-data.nyc/events/
https://nyc.us6.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2b506b76155e3fbdd93699baf&id=6e75b94ab2&utm_campaign=open-data-week
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/14/trust-your-trust-part-2-wills-trusts
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/14/trust-your-trust-part-2-wills-trusts
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vacant public buildings, the Conservancy has become one of the largest preservation groups in the 
country. The Conservancy’s range of financial and technical programs has helped protect more than 
1,300 historic structures, providing more than $60 million in grants and loans which has leveraged 
$900 million to preserve worthy buildings and neighborhoods throughout New York.  General 
Admission: $15, General Society and New York Landmarks Conservancy Members: $10, Students: 
$5. Advance registration is required.  
In-person attendance 
Virtual attendance 
at the General Society of Mechanics & Tradesmen of The City of New York 
20 West 44th Street (between 5th & 6th Avenue) 
 
 
 

 
 
March 15 - 22 

Paddy Irishman Project Photo Exhibit Coming to Pershing Square Plaza 
To celebrate the upcoming St. Patrick’s Day holiday, Pershing Square Plaza will host a special 
outdoor photo exhibit presented by the Paddy Irishman Project. The Project is an Ireland-based not-
for-profit art initiative being revealed in the US for the first time and is designed to challenge 
preconceptions and stereotypes of Patricks of Irish descent. The exhibit is a collaboration of the 
Project, Grand Central Partnership, the NY Irish Center, Tourism Ireland, and the Brill Building and is 
made possible by the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) ARTerventions Program. 
Learn more at paddyirishmanproject.com.  
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-york-landmarks-conservancy-heralds-50-years-of-preservation-in-person-tickets-565588469337
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-york-landmarks-conservancy-heralds-50-years-of-preservation-online-tickets-565639110807
http://www.paddyirishmanproject.com/
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March 15    12 – 1:30pm 

(virtual) How to Borrow Without Going Broke 
Interest rates have jumped to the highest levels in recent memory. Though the rate increases are 
meant to curb inflation, the cost of borrowing, and consumer prices in general, are higher than 
before the pandemic. Carol O'Rourke CFP® discusses how to borrow prudently in this new 
environment. The discussion includes trends for credit cards and borrowing alternatives now 
offered to consumers. What is best for you? How much can you afford to borrow? How to shop for 
the lowest interest rates? Bring your questions! Learn more and register at 
nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/15/how-borrow-without-going-broke. Presented by the New 
York Public Library Thomas Yoseloff Business Center at SNFL.  

 
 

March 15 (deadline to apply) 

Apply for a $150 NYC property tax rebate 
If your property is your primary residence and your adjusted gross household income is $250,000 or 
less, you may be entitled to a property tax rebate. If you think you qualify, visit: 
nyc.gov/propertytaxrebate.  

 
 

March 15   2pm  Reel to Read Movies: Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (1966) 

March 15   6pm  Reel to Read Movies: Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (1966) 

March 18   2pm  Reel to Read Movies: Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (1966) 

(in person) New York Public Library Reel to Read Movies 
(free) The page meets the screen at Reel to Read, a curated series of independent and classic 
cinema, hand-picked by librarians, local authors, and film experts, include a Recommended Reads 
list based on the movie. Fully accessible, assistive listening and ASL. Learn more and registration 
required at the links above. See the full lineup. 
at Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (SNFL) 
Room 303 
455 Fifth Avenue (40th Street) 
nypl.org/locations/snfl  

 
 

March 15   5:30pm 

(virtual) Conversation and Q&A about public transit in New York City with 
Richard Davey, President of New York City Transit 

https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/15/how-borrow-without-going-broke
http://www.nyc.gov/propertytaxrebate
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/15/reel-read-movies-whos-afraid-virginia-woolf-1966
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/15/reel-read-movies-whos-afraid-virginia-woolf-1966-0
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2023/03/18/clone-reel-read-movies-whos-afraid-virginia-woolf-1966
https://www.nypl.org/events/calendar?keyword=&target%5B%5D=ad&target%5B%5D=ya&target%5B%5D=cr&city%5B%5D=man&date_op=GREATER_EQUAL&date1=01%2F23%2F2023&location=45&type=4320&topic=&audience=&series=
https://www.nypl.org/locations/snfl
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This is one of a series of conversations organized by Council Member Erik Bottcher about issues of 
importance to our community. Upon registration, you will receive a form to submit your own 
questions, along with your personalized Zoom link. Register at 
us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrcu6gqD0rHdAu_yMeVTyuaGNYfqolyCQZ.  
Watch a recording of the forum with NYLCV President Julie Tighe. 
Watch a recording of the forum with NYC Chief Housing Officer Jessica Katz and NYC Planning 
Chair Dan Garodnick. 
 

 
 

 
 
March 15   7pm 

(in person) Danish Oscar Nominees: Another Round/Druk (Denmark, 2020; dir. 
Thomas Vinterberg) 
See screenings of recent Nordic Oscar winners at Scandinavia House: the Danish film Another 
Round/Druk (Denmark, 2020; dir. Thomas Vinterberg), winner of Best International Feature Film at 
the 93rd Academy Awards in 2001. Four friends, all teachers at various stages of middle age, are 
stuck in a rut. Unable to share their passions either at school or at home, they embark on an 
audacious experiment from an obscure philosopher: to see if a constant level of alcohol in their 
blood will help them find greater freedom and happiness. At first they each find a new-found zest, 
but as the gang pushes their experiment further, issues that have been simmering for years come to 
a head and the men are faced with a choice: reckon with their behavior or continue on the same 
course. Tickets are $13 ($8 ASF Members). Learn more and purchase tickets at 
scandinaviahouse.org/events/another-round-2023.  
at Scandinavia House 
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street) 

 
 

March 16    8 – 8:45am 

(virtual) Hiring a Nanny 101: Creating a Work Agreement  
Sponsored by the nonprofit Domestic Employers Network. If you’re thinking of hiring a nanny, house 
cleaner, and/or home attendant, learn how to comply with the law and meet fair labor standards. 
Register at secure.everyaction.com/7QIM6MuD_UOhpjhCdvsgxw2#!.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrcu6gqD0rHdAu_yMeVTyuaGNYfqolyCQZ
https://www.facebook.com/erikbottchercitycouncil/videos/106401632395597/
https://www.facebook.com/erikbottchercitycouncil/videos/2094512977606333/
https://www.facebook.com/erikbottchercitycouncil/videos/2094512977606333/
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/another-round-2023
https://domesticemployers.org/
https://secure.everyaction.com/7QIM6MuD_UOhpjhCdvsgxw2
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March 16  12pm 
(in person) Japan Society Business & Policy forum: Prime Minister Kishida’s New Capitalism: Why 
Japan Needs Its Implementation 
In this program, Ken Shibusawa, a member of Prime Minister Kishida’s New Capitalism panel, 
discusses the new economic plan and its progress thus far. When he took office in October 2021, 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida pledged to realize a “new form of capitalism” to revitalize Japan. His 
ambitious economic plan focuses on new areas of growth, proposing investments in human capital, 
green technology, and digitization. Speaker: Ken Shibusawa, Chief Executive Officer, Shibusawa and 
Company, Inc.; Founder and Chairman, Commons Asset Management; Founder and CEO, &Capital, 
Inc.; Senior Advisor, Brunswick Group. Presider: Joshua W. Walker, Ph.D., President & CEO, Japan 
Society. Agenda: 12 – 12:30pm Registration & Reception, 12:30 – 1pm Luncheon, 1 – 2pm Lecture 
and Q&A. Tickets $15 - $65. Learn more and purchase tickets at japansociety.org/events/prime-
minister-kishidas-new-capitalism-why-japan-needs-its-implementation.  
at Japan Society 
333 East 47th Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenue) 

 

 

March 16    1pm   

(hybrid) Music in Midtown: Beethoven: Master of Variations II 
(free and open to the public) Featuring violinist Todd Phillips and pianist Rachel Yunkyung Choo in a 
live performance of Beethoven’s Sonata No. 6, Op. 30 No.1, and the "Kreutzer" Sonata No. 9, Op.47, 
both in A major. 
Save the dates: 
March 30 Portraits of the Heroic, Classical and Modern: Featuring the Manhattan String Quartet in 
a live performance. Violinists Curtis Macomber and Anna Lim, violist Marka Gustavsson, and cellist 
Chris Finckel - will perform a program for the Music in Midtown series, featuring Beethoven's String 
Quartet Op. 59 No. 2 in E minor and Shostakovich's String Quartet No. 3 in F major, Op. 73.  
April 13 Hayden, Sibelius and Liszt  
April 27 Chamber Music on Fifth I  
May 11 Chamber Music on Fifth II 
at CUNY Graduate Center 
Elebash Hall 
365 Fifth Avenue (34th Street) 
+1 877-428-6942 
+1 212-817-7000 

 
 

March 16   6  - 8:30pm 

AKC Museum of the Dog—Art After Hours: Printmaking 

https://japansociety.org/events/prime-minister-kishidas-new-capitalism-why-japan-needs-its-implementation
https://japansociety.org/events/prime-minister-kishidas-new-capitalism-why-japan-needs-its-implementation
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/music-midtown-beethoven-master-variations
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/music-midtown-portraits-heroic-classical-and-modern
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/music-midtown-haydn-sibelius-and-liszt
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/music-midtown-chamber-music-fifth-1
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/music-midtown-chamber-music-fifth-2
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An evening art class you can do with your partner or pals! At this Art After Hours, try your hand at 
printmaking. Relief printmaking is an art process where ink is transferred from a printing plate onto 
paper. Ink doesn't go into the places that the artist carved away, similar to a stamp. Design a print of 
your own furry best friend and learn two different techniques you can then replicate at home. In this 
class, students will create both fun and abstract prints ready to frame on the wall as well as a 
collection of custom notecards of your own creation! Participants should bring with them a single 
4x6 image of the dog(s) they want to work with. All art supplies will be provided as well as light 
snacks and soft drinks. Tickets $30. Learn more and purchase tickets at 
museumofthedog.org/calendar/month/2023/03/#popup1-art-after-hours-printmakingMar16.  
at American Kennel Club Museum of the Dog 
101 Park Avenue (at 40th Street—on the plaza) 
212-696-8360 
museumofthedog.org 
 

 
 

March 17 – June 25 

Japan Society exhibit: Kyohei Inukai 
Kyohei Inukai is the first institutional solo exhibition of Kyohei Inukai (1913–1985), a largely 
unknown, yet prolific Japanese-American artist. Presenting key bodies of work—many of which have 
never been shown before—this exhibition highlights Inukai’s paintings and screenprints of 
illusionary, abstract lines and shapes that defined his artistic style during the latter years of his 
career, from the 1960s through the '80s. Plan your visit japansociety.org/gallery/kyohei-inukai.  
at Japan Society 
333 East 47th Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenue) 
 

 
 

 
 
March 18   1pm 

Film screening and talk: Beyond the Light: Identity and Place in Danish Silent 
Cinema 
Presented at Scandinavia House in coordination with the Metropolitan Museum of Art exhibition 
Beyond the Light: Identity and Place in Nineteenth-Century Danish Art, on view through April 16, 2023, 
see an afternoon of Danish silent cinema curated by Prof. Vito Adriaensens (Columbia University 
and Université libre de Bruxelles). Beyond the Light investigates how Danish artists forged a close-

https://museumofthedog.org/calendar/month/2023/03/#popup1-art-after-hours-printmakingMar16
https://museumofthedog.org/
https://japansociety.org/gallery/kyohei-inukai
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knit community during a 19th century that saw the once-powerful Denmark reduced to a small, 
somewhat marginalized country at the edge of Europe. During this time, Danish cinema was 
navigating identity on the world stage as well. This was achieved by creating worlds and stories that 
were devoid of Scandinavian specificity, allowing the films to be accessible in the whole of the 
Western world, while playing up the talents of Danish actors and the painterly sensibilities of its 
filmmakers. See two visually striking silent films by Anders Wilhelm Sandberg for the Nordisk Films 
Kompagni —  Lasse Månsson fra Skaane (Struggling Hearts) and Fra Piazza del Popolo (Mists of the 
Past) — and hear a talk by Prof. Vito Adriaensens exploring the cinema of this era. $10 ($5 ASF 
Members) Learn more and purchase tickets at scandinaviahouse.org/events/beyond-the-light-
identity-and-place-in-danish-silent-cinema.  
at Scandinavia House 
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street) 

 
 

March 19   12 - 2pm    

(in person) Breed Spotlight: Welsh Terrier—Get to know a dog breed  
Each month the AKC Museum of the Dog highlights a different breed from the 200 recognized 
breeds in the American Kennel Club. You’ll learn the history of the breed as well as key 
characteristics of their anatomy and coat that help them meet the standard. Activities include art-
making, stories and books, a collectable breed fact sheet, and an opportunity to meet a live dog. 
This event is free for Members and included with General Admission. Learn more and purchase 
tickets ($10 - $15) at akcmotd.ticketing.veevartapp.com/tickets/view/list/general-admission-1.  
at the AKC Museum of the Dog!  
101 Park Avenue (40th Street, on the plaza) 
212-696-8360 

 
 

 
March 19   3:30pm 

Musicians Club of New York presents Member Composers Concert 
This concert will celebrate select member composers. RSVP by emailing your reservation request to 
bkennedy@musiciansclubofny.org.  Donations welcome at musicians-club-of-ny.square.site. There 
will be a membership meeting (for members) after the concert. Learn more about the Musicians 
Club (since 1911) at musiciansclubofny.org.  
Save the date April 30  3:30pm, Vocal Competition Finals and Gala. MCNY will host the annual 
Serge and Olga Koussevitzky Young Artist Competition. This concert will be the live finals of the 
competition and will be followed by the annual Gala where Martina Arroyo will be the recipient of the 
Walter Damrosch Award. 
at Scandinavia House 
Victor Borge Hall 
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street) 

 

https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/beyond-the-light-identity-and-place-in-danish-silent-cinema
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/beyond-the-light-identity-and-place-in-danish-silent-cinema
https://akcmotd.ticketing.veevartapp.com/tickets/view/list/general-admission-1
mailto:bkennedy@musiciansclubofny.org
https://musicians-club-of-ny.square.site/
https://www.musiciansclubofny.org/
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April 3    6pm 

(in-person conversation) Chloë Bass & Hannah Zeavin: AI Care and Art 
(free) A conversation between artist Chloë Bass and scholar and critic Hannah Zeavin, dovetailing 
with Bass' ongoing artistic research project Obligation to Others Holds Me in My Place, a study of 
intimacy at the scale of the immediate family and the greater need for care in our social 
infrastructure, and Zeavin's forthcoming Mother's Little Helpers, (MIT Press).  
RSVP at eventbrite.com/e/ai-care-and-art-chloe-bass-hannah-zeavin-tickets-566974264287 
at CUNY Graduate Center 
The Segal Theatre 
365 5th Avenue (5th Avenue) 

 
 

Changes in the neighborhood 
 

Repairs to the Dog Run at New Wave Pier 
Source: Manhattan Community Board Six (cbsix.org), March 2023 Newsletter, March 10, 2023 
In the past month, the dog run at New Wave Pier (on the East River the equivalent of several street 
blocks north of East 34th Street) was damaged by a stolen car from New Jersey that lost its way 
and mistakenly got onto the pier…the Parks Department has been very responsive to this issue 
and…swiftly worked to repair it as soon as possible. The dog run is up and running again, much to 
the delight of our 4-legged and 2-legged district residents. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Building going up on 2nd Avenue just south of 34th Street (west side of 2nd Avenue) 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ai-care-and-art-chloe-bass-hannah-zeavin-tickets-566974264287
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NYC hotels sell at bargain prices as market slowly recovers 
March 9, 2023, therealdeal.com, by Bill Egbert, research by Matthew Elo 
Per-room revenues nearly returned to 2019 levels last year, but occupancy has long way to go…New 
York City’s hotels enjoyed a much-needed comeback last year — those that survived the devastating 
effects of the pandemic…Although the city still has fewer hotel rooms than it did before Covid, those 
rooms generated about as much revenue last year as they did in 2019. The hospitality sector’s all-
important metric of revenue per available room (or RevPAR) reached $215.16 in 2022, up 48 percent 
from 2021 to fall just short of the $218.75 figure recorded in 2019. Occupancy, however, was at 
74.8 percent last year — significantly higher than 2021, but still down more than 13 percent from 
2019. That helped contribute to some serious bargains in the investment sales market.  
Top NYC hotel sales of 2022 [highlights of the list, limited to neighborhood or nearby hotels—
Sonesta is the purchaser for all three] 

• The Fifty Hotel, 155 East 50th Street, Turtle Bay, $99.8M, Sonesta International Hotels 
Corporation  

• Shelburne Hotel, 303 Lexington Avenue, Murray Hill, $89.8M, Sonesta International Hotels 
Corporation 

• The Benjamin Royal Sonesta New York, 557 Lexington Avenue, Turtle Bay, $63.1M, Sonesta 
International Hotels Corporation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Can Tony Malkin save the Empire State Building from remote work? (paywall) 

March 2, 2023, therealdeal.com, by Rich Bockmann 
The Empire State Building opened in…the Great Depression, lived through 15 recessions and 
survived a plane crashing into it. But the shift away from the office may be its greatest threat yet. 
Malkin’s firm, Empire State Realty Trust, has seen its stock drop 55 percent over the past five years. 
How it responds might set the tone for other stewards of skyscrapers, those bearing storied brands 
but struggling to compete with their shiny new counterparts...The strategy for the 2.7 million-
square-foot, 102-story skyscraper has been to present it as the best 92-year-old building on the 
market. It’s not necessarily going to compete with new skyscrapers like One Vanderbilt or those at 
Hudson Yards, but it will be affordable premium space for tenants upgrading from obsolete 
buildings, or so goes the company’s pitch. A spokesperson for ESRT pointed to increases in 
occupancy and leasing across the company’s portfolio last year...The ultimate office-to-resi? 
Could a Manhattanite one day call the Empire State Building home?...Alchemy Properties’ Ken Horn, 
who converted the upper portion of the Woolworth Building to condos, said renowned Art Deco 
towers have inherent appeal...But Horn noted that the Empire State Building does face some 
challenges—namely that 34th Street and Fifth Avenue isn’t much of a neighborhood, lacking basic 
things like a grocery store. Lilla Smith, who’s overseeing the design of Macklowe Properties’ 
residential conversion at One Wall Street in the Financial District, snarkily came up with “the Science 
and Business Library” when asked what amenities Midtown has. 
 
 
 

https://therealdeal.com/new-york/2023/03/09/nyc-hotels-sell-at-bargain-prices-as-market-slowly-recovers/
https://therealdeal.com/magazine/national-march-2023/can-tony-malkin-save-the-empire-state-building-from-remote-work/
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Curtain Wall Installation Begins On JPMorgan Headquarters At 270 Park 
Avenue In Midtown East, Manhattan 
March 7, 2023, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young and Matt Pruznick  
The first curtain wall panels have begun installation on JPMorgan Chase‘s rising 1,388-foot 
supertall headquarters at 270 Park Avenue in Midtown East. Designed by Lord Norman Foster of 
Foster + Partners and developed by Tishman Speyer, the 70-story skyscraper will yield 2.5 million 
square feet of office space for 15,000 employees, and will become the tallest structure in New York 
powered entirely by hydroelectric energy. Adamsom Associates is the architect of record, Banker 
Steel provided the steelwork, NYC Constructors is the steel subcontractor, Mueser Rutledge 
Consulting Engineers (MRCE) designed the structural foundation elements, Severud Associates is 
the engineer of record, R&R Scaffolding Ltd. will provide the BMU, and AEOCOM Tishman is the 
general contractor for the property, which occupies a full block bound by East 48th Street to the 
north, East 47th Street to the south, Park Avenue to the east, and Madison Avenue to the 
west...Construction has continued to rise on the steel-framed superstructure since our last update 
in December, crossing the halfway mark and closing in on the second of its four setbacks. At this 
point, the skyscraper stands taller than its predecessor, the 707-foot Union Carbide Building. 
 
 

 
 

StubHub Relocates Headquarters To 3 World Trade Center In Financial 
District, Manhattan 
March 9, 2023, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris  
StubHub, one of the world’s largest online destinations for ticketed live events, will establish its new 
headquarters at 3 World Trade Center in Manhattan’s Financial District. In an effort to consolidate 
its commercial footprint, the company will close multiple locations in Midtown, and instead occupy 
44,000 square feet of 3 World Trade Center’s 59th floor. 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/curtain-wall-installation-begins-on-jpmorgan-headquarters-at-270-park-avenue-in-midtown-east-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/curtain-wall-installation-begins-on-jpmorgan-headquarters-at-270-park-avenue-in-midtown-east-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/stubhub-relocates-headquarters-to-3-world-trade-center-in-financial-district-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2023/03/stubhub-relocates-headquarters-to-3-world-trade-center-in-financial-district-manhattan.html
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[Editor’s note: StubHub has a storefront in the Garment Center, just south of Times Square. The 
article does not say if that one will be closing. But their primary business is digital purchase of 
tickets for live events.] 
 
 
 
 

Murray Hill in the news  

 

One of the World’s Cleanest New Skyscrapers Collides With the Future 
February 14, 2023, nytimes.com, by Ben Ryder Howe 
One Vanderbilt, in the heart of New York City, is built to be especially climate friendly. But the design 
landscape and city rules have changed quickly. It is...the rare skyscraper designed with climate 
change in mind. It holds a self-contained, catastrophe-resilient power plant capable of generating as 
much energy as six football fields of solar panels. The building captures every drop of rain that falls 
on it, and reuses that runoff to heat or cool its 9,000 daily visitors...But One Vanderbilt is also 
something else. It is already out of date. Some of the building’s most important green features were 
the right answer to the climate problem in 2016, when design work was completed...Unlike many 
skyscrapers, One Vanderbilt generates much of its own electricity. This was a leap forward a 
decade or so ago — a way of producing power that saved money for landlords and was cleaner than 
the local grid. However, One Vanderbilt’s turbines burn natural gas. And while natural gas is cleaner 
than oil or coal, it is falling from favor, particularly in New York City...The 77-story building, 20 years 
in the making, sits just west of Grand Central Station...One Vanderbilt is an example of a new type 
of office building in which sustainability is front and center in luring tenants...One Vanderbilt, 
according to its owner, is designed to be more energy-efficient than most new buildings...One 
striking aspect of One Vanderbilt’s design is its storm water reclamation system. All the rain that 
touches the skyscraper’s terra-cotta and glass facade is transferred to a pair of giant concrete 
bathtubs and pumped to the cooling towers above...One Vanderbilt’s power plant creates electricity 
as well as hot water...Landlords such as SL Green say New York City’s new laws will force dramatic 
changes. Unlike energy codes of the past, one of the key laws, which restricts pollution, doesn’t 
merely apply to new construction: Existing buildings, no matter how small or how old, must 
gradually comply and retrofit as well, potentially at eye-watering cost...For now, the future of New 
York’s office towers can be seen at 270 Park, a half-finished behemoth rising a few blocks north of 
One Vanderbilt. It will have no gas line at all. When it opens, it will be the city’s greenest skyscraper 
ever, owing to the city legislation banning use of fossil fuels in new construction...The law, passed 
in 2021, is new enough that the city, in fact, is still working out the details of how it will be enforced. 
“In recent weeks, we have reached several important milestones on the implementation of this law,” 
said Laura Popa, deputy commissioner for sustainability at the Department of Buildings. Ms. Popa 
expected more rules to be added “later this year.”...Mr. [Jonathan] Wilcox [a director of engineering 
at SL Green Realty Corp.] supports the city’s efforts to make buildings cleaner, saying that an all 
electric future “makes sense.” 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/14/climate/green-skyscraper-one-vanderbilt.html
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Schools and students 
 
 

High school match day: NYC’s eighth graders get offers 3 months earlier 
March 9, 2023, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Michael Elsen-Rooney 
 
 

 
NYC Public School applications 
 
Need a School for Your Child Now? Learn what to do on the New Students page. 

Learn more at the NYC Board of Education website schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-

grade, including how to apply if you need a school for your child now, and the Admissions Guide. Get 

help with enrollment at schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help.  

• Kindergarten. You can add kindergarten G&T programs to your kindergarten application. 

• Head Start. For qualifying families: Head Start provides safe, positive learning environments for 

children ages 3-4. 

• 3-K. Apply when your child turns three. 

 

• Pre-K. Apply when your child turns four. 

• Gifted & talented. Eligible children entering kindergarten, grades 1, 2, or 3 can participate in G&T 

admissions. 

• High school.  

 

• Middle school. 

• Specialized High Schools. 

 

 

Policing 

 
STATE 

(pending) State Legislators Push 'Treatment Not Jails Act' to Avoid 
Incarceration for Many with Mental Illness 
March 10, 2023, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth 

https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2023/3/9/23633138/nyc-high-school-applications-offers-match-day
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/new-students
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/kindergarten
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/head-start
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/3k
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/pre-k
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/gifted-talented
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/high-school
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/middle-school
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/specialized-high-schools
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/11867-treatment-not-jails-incarceration-mental-illness
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/11867-treatment-not-jails-incarceration-mental-illness
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State legislation to expand alternatives to incarceration for people with mental illness is gaining 
momentum in Albany amid debates over how criminal justice, public safety, and mental health care 
policy interact...The Treatment Not Jails Act would require judicial diversion courts in every county 
of the state and expand the list of special circumstances that qualify a defendant to have their case 
heard outside a conventional criminal courtroom. Its sponsors say the program would offer a 
critical alternative to the traditional system of crime and punishment for people with serious mental 
health care needs, intellectual disabilities, and a host of other clinically defined "functional 
impairments."...A spokesperson for [NYC Mayor] Adams said the Treatment Not Jails Act was under 
review. "Mental health courts have an important role to play in our criminal justice system, 
strengthening public safety and ensuring that people get the treatment and support they need to 
maintain stability," the spokesperson wrote by email. Each of the five boroughs currently has a 
mental health treatment court for a narrower population than is included in the Treatment Not Jails 
Act. A spokesperson for Hochul said she would look at the legislation if it passed both houses. 
 

Related: Mayor Adams Unveils Ambitious Mental Health 
Agenda Focused On Improving Family And Child Mental 
Health, Addressing Overdose Crisis, And Expanding Serious 
Mental Illness Support 
March 2, 2023, Mayor's press release 
New York City Mayor Eric Adams and New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
(DOHMH) Commissioner Dr. Ashwin Vasan...announced “Care, Community, Action: A Mental Health 
Plan for New York City,” a sweeping mental health agenda — with over $20 million in new 
commitments — that will invest in child and family mental health, addressing the overdose crisis, 
and supporting New Yorkers living with serious mental illness (SMI). Over the coming months, the 
city will roll out a pioneering telehealth program for New York City high school-aged teens that will 
both provide ongoing support and serve as an entry point to higher levels of care. The city will also 
launch suicide prevention pilots aimed at youth in crisis...Finally, building on efforts to support New 
Yorkers living with SMI, Mayor Adams announced plans to expand clubhouse capacity, double the 
number of New Yorkers living with SMI that get connected to community care, and expand the 
Behavioral Health Emergency Assistance Response Division (B-HEARD) program citywide. This 
agenda builds on $370 million in other investments by the Adams administration in New York City’s 
care continuum and crisis response. 
Care, Community, Action: A Mental Health Plan for NYC: nyc.gov/assets/doh/care-community-
action-mental-health-plan/index.html  
 
 

Crackdown on Unlicensed Cannabis Stores 
The State Legislature passed a law in 2021 for the legal, regulated sale of cannabis in New York. 
That law established a permitting system in which store owners could apply and obtain a 
Conditional Adult-Use Retail Dispensaries (CAURD) license, but hundreds of stores have since 
emerged throughout New York City selling cannabis without that license. NYC Council Member 
Keith Powers’ office has received many complaints about the operation and siting of these 
unlicensed stores. 
In February 2023, Mayor Eric Adams and Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg announced a new 
plan to reduce these unlicensed cannabis stores by sending letters to the store operators and their 
landlords threatening eviction if the sales do not stop. Ultimately, the District Attorney’s office would 

https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/140-23/mayor-adams-ambitious-mental-health-agenda-focused-improving-family-child-mental#/0
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/care-community-action-mental-health-plan/index.html
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/care-community-action-mental-health-plan/index.html
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prosecute those willfully ignoring the law. While the legal status of cannabis use for adults has 
changed, those selling it still must abide by these new regulatory systems that keep New Yorkers 
safe.  
Complaints about stores illegally operating can be made to the New York State Office of Cannabis 
Management (OCM) at complaints@ocm.ny.gov. Please also let my office know about these stores 
by emailing kpowers@council.nyc.gov or calling 212-818-0580 so that my staff can coordinate with 
OCM & District Attorney Bragg’s office. 
 
 
 
 

Weekly crime reports  
 

17th precinct 

www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf  
 

13th Precinct 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf 
 
 
 

Housing, zoning, planning, preservation & 
affordability 

 
STATE 

As local laws fall, leaders call for statewide ‘good cause’ eviction legislation 
March 9, 2023, cityandstateny.com, by Rebecca C. Lewis 
In a letter to state leaders…pushed for the tenant protections…As state judges strike down city-level 
“good cause” eviction laws across the state, local officials are looking to state leaders to approve 
the tenant protections for the whole of New York…over 50 city and county elected officials are 
calling on Gov. Kathy Hochul, state Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie to approve the legislation as part of the state budget…The so-called “good 
cause” eviction law is meant to provide tenants living in non-rent regulated apartments additional 
protections against unjust evictions…The main point of contention is the provision that a landlord 
can’t evict a tenant for not paying an “unconscionable” rent increase, effectively placing a cap on 
yearly rent increases…With strong opposition from landlord groups, the bill has never passed in 
either chamber. 
 
 
 
 
NYC RULES ADOPTED 

Registration and Requirements for Short-Term Rentals 
Rule Effective Date: 03-05-2023 

mailto:complaints@ocm.ny.gov
mailto:kpowers@council.nyc.gov
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/03/local-laws-fall-leaders-call-statewide-good-cause-eviction-legislation/383800/
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The Mayor’s Office of Special Enforcement (MOSE) is adopting a rule to implement Local Law 18 
for the year 2022, which requires short-term rental hosts to register with the City and prohibits 
booking services from processing transactions for unregistered listings. Read more.  
 
 
 
 
 

(opinion) Why Yimby and tenant groups can’t work together 
February 13, 2023, therealdeal.com, by Erik Engquist 
Alliance could push Hochul’s housing plan through, but won’t happen…Since persuading the state to 
overhaul New York’s rent law in 2019, critics of the real estate industry have not pushed any 
important legislation through in Albany. Then again, neither has real estate. The two sides have 
merely defeated each other’s initiatives, battling to a stalemate. Progressives stymied efforts to 
tweak the new rent law, blocked a measure allowing building owners to avoid fines by buying 
renewable energy credits, and ensured that 421a expired. Landlords, meanwhile, have prevented 
good cause eviction, a pied-à-terre surcharge and a vacant-apartment tax from coming to a vote. 
One attempt at compromise — packaging good cause eviction with a 421a replacement — was 
rejected by the landlords who hate good cause because they don’t care about 421a, a tax break for 
developers. There is one issue, however, that should unite the two sides: housing supply. 
 
 
 
CITY 

(pending Mayor’s signature) Mental Health Services in Every Family Homeless 
Shelter in New York City 
Source: Council Member Erik Bottcher email (district3@council.nyc.gov), March 2, 2023 
The City Council passed…Intro. 522 [to] put mental health services in every family homeless shelter 
in New York City. 
 
 
 
 
CITY 

Mayor Adams Releases "The Road Forward," New Blueprint to Handle Asylum 
Seeker Crisis Moving Forward 
March 7, 2023, press release 
As Number of Asylum Seekers Arriving Continues to Rise, City Announces New Office of Asylum 
Seeker Operations Focused on Resettlement, Advocacy, Legal Services. City Launches Pilot 
Program with SUNY-Sullivan to Provide Job Training as Asylum Seekers Await Work Authorization. 
City Will Establish 24/7 Arrival Center to Replace Port Authority Operations.  
Introduction: …Our shelter system is full, and we are running out of funds, staff, and space. Without 
additional support, we may not be able to continue supporting recent arrivals along with our 
preexisting shelter population. We may also have to cut back on city programs and services. With 
new asylum seekers continuing to arrive each day, we urgently call on all levels of government and 
all sectors of society to assist us in creating long-term and sustainable solutions to this crisis… 

https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/registration-and-requirements-for-short-term-rentals/
https://therealdeal.com/new-york/2023/02/13/why-yimby-and-tenant-groups-cant-work-together/
mailto:district3@council.nyc.gov
https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/158-23/mayor-adams-releases-the-road-forward-new-blueprint-handle-asylum-seeker-crisis-moving-forward#/0
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Section 2: For the long-term functioning of our city, and for the benefit of these newest New Yorkers, 
we must put asylum seekers on the path to stability. We must transition from our round-the-clock 
emergency response to a steady state approach that prioritizes sustainability…The city is also in the 
early stage of being able to assist asylum seekers in relocating to their preferred city of choice. 
Section 3: To make the process of integrating asylum seekers simpler, fairer, and more humane, we 
need urgent fiscal, legislative and regulatory changes at the state and federal level. We are providing 
the state and federal governments with a list of ‘asks’ to ensure that New York City and other 
localities are able to absorb and assist asylum seekers without overextending our strained 
resources. We also look to our elected officials to continue to stand with us in our ongoing 
collaborative efforts and advocacy…The ongoing surge of newcomers seeking refuge has forced us 
to recognize that migration across national borders is neither a temporary circumstance nor entirely 
preventable. Whether due to political instability or other factors, cities like New York will continue to 
receive tens of thousands of migrants and asylum seekers each year. We must work together to 
overhaul our immigration system, and make it easier for migrants to begin their new lives. 
Learn more about the plan: The Road Forward: Blueprint to Address New York City’s Response to the 
Asylum Seeker Crisis 
 

Related: New Plan For NYC Migrants Includes New Cities, Mayor Won't Say 
Where 
March 7, 2023, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 
New York City 's new plan for asylum seekers includes a new arrival center, a job training program 
and the exporting of migrants to cities that Mayor Eric Adams refused to disclose at a press 
conference Tuesday. 
 
 
 

 
CITY 

(pending) How much should it cost to use an NYC street? A bill on outdoor 
dining is set to decide. 
March 8, 2023, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim 
The free use of public sidewalks and streets by restaurants during the pandemic is about to come 
to an end as New York City lawmakers work to finalize a highly anticipated bill that will make 
outdoor dining permanent and transform the landscape of the city. But the question is at what cost? 
As part of the legislation, the City Council is expected to address the issue of how much restaurants 
should pay to use sidewalks and streets...The Council is expected to develop an array of rules from 
design standards to seasons of operation. Negotiations over the final bill are underway between the 
Council and Adams administration...The pricing element adds another wrinkle to the battle over 
public space that is driving the debate over outdoor dining. For opponents, there may be no price 
high enough for forcing residents to endure the noise and rodents associated with the dining sheds. 
But transit and public space policy experts say that putting a price on curbside parking spots that 
currently comes at little or no cost for drivers is a welcome shift that recognizes the scarcity and 
value of public spaces...And how do we support uses that we want to encourage, but also structure 
these around use of the street in a way that's fair and equitable?” 
 
 
 

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/press-releases/2023/asylum-seeker-blueprint.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/press-releases/2023/asylum-seeker-blueprint.pdf
https://patch.com/new-york/new-york-city/nyc-plans-24-7-migrant-arrival-center-resettlements-other-cities
https://patch.com/new-york/new-york-city/nyc-plans-24-7-migrant-arrival-center-resettlements-other-cities
https://gothamist.com/news/how-much-should-it-cost-to-use-an-nyc-street-a-bill-on-outdoor-dining-is-set-to-decide
https://gothamist.com/news/how-much-should-it-cost-to-use-an-nyc-street-a-bill-on-outdoor-dining-is-set-to-decide
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Sustainability & resilience 

 

(pending legislation) State Senator Liz Krueger introduced the Climate Change 
Superfund Act in Albany.  
This legislation follows a “polluter-pays” model and, if enacted, will collect $75 billion for mitigation 
and adaptation over the next twenty-five years from those most responsible for the climate crisis: 
the largest, multinational fossil fuel companies. New York taxpayers should not have to foot the bill 
to clean up someone else’s mess. This pool of money will be used to fund infrastructure projects 
across the state designed to mitigate extreme weather events caused by climate change. 
Additionally, at least 35% of these funds will go towards projects directly benefiting disadvantaged 
communities who have historically borne the brunt of climate change. 
 
 
 

Elections, voting & appointments 
 

Appointments Announced to LPC and PDC 
February 22, 2023, Press release 
Mayor Adams appointed Stephen Chu, Mark Ginsberg, and Angie Master to the New York City 
Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC), and designated Bill Heinzen as his representative on 
the New York City Public Design Commission (PDC). Chu, Ginsberg, and Master have already been 
approved by the New York City Council and will join the commission for the next meeting this 
month. LPC commissioners serve three-year terms. The PDC designee serves at the pleasure of the 
mayor. 
 
 
 
 

Governor Kathy Hochul announced the appointment of Robert Megna as New 
York State Budget Director.  
February 28, 2023, Governor’s press release 
Mr. Megna starts immediately and plans to serve through this legislative session and assist with the 
search for a long-term Budget Director before returning to SUNY, where he serves as President of 
the Rockefeller Institute of Government and Senior Advisor to the Chancellor. 
 
 
 

 
MTA Announces Catherine Sheridan to Serve as Interim President of MTA 
Bridges and Tunnels 
Source: MTA press release, February 17, 2023 

https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/127-23/mayor-adams-new-appointments-landmarks-preservation-commission-public-design
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-appoints-robert-megna-budget-director


 
 

44 
 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Chair and CEO Janno Lieber today announced that he 
has appointed Catherine Sheridan to serve as Interim President of MTA Bridges and Tunnels, 
effective March 4, 2023. Sheridan succeeds Daniel F. DeCrescenzo Jr., who is retiring after four 
years as Bridges and Tunnels President and 33 years at the MTA. An engineer and transportation 
leader with extensive experience at the MTA, the New York State Canal Corporation, and the New 
York State Thruway Authority, Catherine T. Sheridan, P.E. joined the MTA in 2019 and has served as 
Chief of Staff at MTA Construction & Development since October 2021. During her time at the MTA, 
Sheridan has led day-to-day agency operations for the MTA’s historic $55 billion 2020-2024 capital 
program. Prior to the MTA, Sheridan served as the Chief Engineer at the New York State Canal 
Corporation and Chief Engineer at the New York State Thruway Authority, where in addition to being 
responsible for its multi-billion-dollar capital program, she was an executive advisor for the $3.9 
billion Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge project. Sheridan also served in the United States Army as 
a Combat Engineer from 1989 to 1997, reaching the rank of Captain.    
 
 
 
 

 
Regional Plan Association welcomes its New Chairman, Ray McGuire 
Ray McGuire, former Citigroup executive and 2021 New York City mayoral candidate, was recently 
appointed as Chair of RPA’s Board of Directors by a unanimous vote. 
 
 
 
 

Should You Give a Candidate Your Signature? A Voter’s Guide to Petitioning 
Season 
February 27, 2023, thecity.nyc, by Divya Murthy  
In the coming weeks, you may be asked to add your signature to a form nominating a candidate for 
this year’s elections. Here’s what that means…Local elections are about to get underway in New 
York for 2023...all 51 City Council seats and three district attorneys, among others — will get out on 
the streets and gather lots of signatures so they can be formally certified to make it onto the ballot 
for June’s primary...This step of the process is called petitioning. But what does it mean to sign, and 
what should you know before you do?...When campaign volunteers come up to you with a petition, 
they’ll likely ask you whether you are:  

• Registered to vote.  

• Registered to vote in the party they’re petitioning for.  
• Registered to vote in the party they’re petitioning for in the district the candidate is running 

in.  
All three things have to be true for you to be eligible to sign that petition...City Council seats need 
anywhere between 450 and 900 [valid] signatures...District Attorney seats need 4,000, and Civil 
Court judge candidates need 1,500...you’ll likely see campaigners for candidates handing out forms 
for you to sign — traditionally, green for Democratic candidates and red for Republicans...Other 
things to keep in mind:  

• The information you write down has to match the information in your voter registration. 
• You have to sign in blue or black ink for your signature to be considered valid. 
• You can’t have signed another petition for the same office. 

https://www.thecity.nyc/2023/2/27/23614189/voters-guide-petitioning-candidates
https://www.thecity.nyc/2023/2/27/23614189/voters-guide-petitioning-candidates
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Most people don’t know that last part...You can, however, sign another petition for a different office. 
For instance, you can sign one candidate’s petition for a City Council seat and another petition for a 
District Attorney seat...Signing a petition doesn’t indicate that you are endorsing the candidate or 
will vote for the candidate...It just says ‘I believe that you should have the right to be on the 
ballot...Before you sign, you can ask about the candidate’s positions and the offices for which 
they’re running...some good questions may include asking about their top priorities, what people 
and organizations have endorsed them, and their positions on issues that are important to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYC is more ethnically diverse, less racially segregated, report finds 
March 1, 2023, gothamist.com, by Arya Sundaram 
New York City grew more ethnically diverse and less racially segregated between 2010 and 2020, 
according to a new CUNY report nycoi2023.commons.gc.cuny.edu/nyc-communities-of-interest-
report-2023 for the city’s Districting Commission. Long-established ethnic groups that have 
historically defined New York City’s political and cultural landscape are shrinking, according to the 
findings. That includes Italian, Irish, and Eastern European immigrants; African Americans; Afro 
Caribbeans and Puerto Ricans. Meanwhile, ongoing foreign immigration is fueling the city’s growing 
population – and driving increasing ethnic diversity across racial groups. Newcomers flocking to 
the city include more Dominicans, African immigrants, and especially Asians, who accounted for 
more than half the city’s net growth of 629,415 residents in the last decade. On a smaller scale, 
many neighborhoods are becoming more racially diverse, shifting the city’s racial geography, the 
report found. Long-standing inner-city majority Black, Asian and Latino neighborhoods are 
becoming whiter, as the reverse occurred in traditionally white “semi-suburban” areas in outer 
boroughs. 
 
 
 
 

Budget, finances & taxes 
 
 
FEDERAL 

March 9, 2023, (proposal) President’s Budget for Fiscal Year 2024: 

whitehouse.gov/omb/budget  
Now negotiations with Congress begin. Congress has to approve the President’s budget. 
Highlights.  

• Cuts the Deficit by Nearly $3 Trillion Over 10 Years. 
The President believes that the best way to reduce the deficit is to reform our tax 
code…ensure that the largest corporations pay their fair share, and end giveaways to special 
interests…the Budget includes a 25 percent minimum tax on the wealthiest 0.01 percent. 
 

• Cuts Spending on Big Pharma, Big Oil, and Other Special Interests. 

https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-is-more-ethnically-diverse-less-racially-segregated-report-finds
https://nycoi2023.commons.gc.cuny.edu/nyc-communities-of-interest-report-2023/
https://nycoi2023.commons.gc.cuny.edu/nyc-communities-of-interest-report-2023/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2023/03/09/fact-sheet-strongthe-presidents-budget-cuts-the-deficit-by-nearly-3-trillion-over-10-years-strong/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2023/03/09/fact-sheet-the-presidents-budget-cuts-wasteful-spending-on-big-pharma-big-oil-and-other-special-interests-cracks-down-on-systemic-fraud-and-makes-programs-more-cost-effective/
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Expand Medicare’s Ability to Negotiate Drug Prices, Eliminate Tax Subsidies for Oil and Gas, 
Eliminate Tax Subsidies for Real Estate, Invest in Fraud Prevention and Stopping Identity 
Theft, end tax loopholes that provide billions of dollars in unwarranted subsidies to high-
income people, End Loopholes that Let Billionaires Exploit Middle-Class Retirement Savings 
Incentives, Eliminate Tax Subsidies for Cryptocurrency Transactions, Bipartisan Reforms 
that Eliminate Unnecessary Spending on Prison Facilities, extend authority for the Federal 
Communications Commission to auction radio spectrum, which is an important national 
resource needed for a wide variety of uses including high-speed Internet, satellite 
communications, radio broadcasting, national security, and public safety. 

 
• Lowers Housing Costs and Expands Access to Affordable Rent and Home Ownership. 

Invests in building and preserving millions of affordable homes for rent and ownership, and 
reducing barriers to housing production, Makes a long-term commitment to housing 
accessibility and affordability for youth aging out of foster care and veterans, Invests in first-
time, first-generation homebuyers…by providing down payment assistance, Provides funding 
to build on…eviction prevention, diversion, and rent relief programs, advance efforts to end 
homelessness, new Neighborhood Homes Tax Credit, which would be the first tax provision 
to directly support building or renovating affordable homes for homeownership, Expand the 
Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC), Provide New Project-Based Rental Assistance 
(PBRA) for ELI [extremely low incomes]—incomes at or below the poverty level or 30% of the 
area median income, Preserve Public Housing through Rehabilitation and Redevelopment, 
Making Progress Toward Universal Housing Vouchers for Extremely Low-Income 
Households, Support, Solidify, and Encourage State and Local Reforms to Avoid Evictions. 

 
• Lowers Energy Costs, Combats the Climate Crisis, and Advances Environmental Justice. 

Bolsters Community Resilience to Climate Change. The Budget invests more than $24 billion 
for climate resilience across DOI, USDA, DHS, the Department of Defense, and other 
agencies to help build communities’ resilience to floods, wildfires, storms, extreme heat, and 
drought brought on by climate change, expand conservation and ecosystem management, 
strengthen America’s natural disaster response capabilities. 

 

• Makes Our Communities Safer and Combats Crime. 
Address the epidemic of gun violence, safe, effective, and accountable community policing, 
community violence intervention, and crime prevention, Prioritizes Efforts to End Gender-
Based Violence, Reinvigorates Federal Civil Rights Enforcement, Improves the Fairness and 
Effectiveness of the Criminal and Juvenile Justice System, Counters Cyber Threats. 

 
• Strengthens Border Security, Enhances Legal Pathways, and Provides Resources to Enforce 

Our Immigration Laws 
The Budget includes $865 million for United States Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) to process the increasing asylum caseloads, reduce the historically high 
immigration benefit request backlog, support the Citizenship and Integration Grant Program, 
and improve refugee processing to achieve the Administration’s goal of admitting up to 
125,000 refugees. $7.3 billion to the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR).  

 

• Keeps America Safe and Confronts Global Challenges 
While focused on maintaining robust deterrence against China and Russia, the Budget also 
enables DOD to counter other persistent threats including those posed by North Korea, Iran, 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2023/03/09/fact-sheet-president-bidens-budget-lowers-housing-costs-and-expands-access-to-affordable-rent-and-home-ownership/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2023/03/09/fact-sheet-president-bidens-budget-lowers-energy-costs-combats-the-climate-crisis-and-advances-environmental-justice/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2023/03/09/fact-sheet-president-bidens-budget-makes-our-communities-safer-and-combats-crime/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2023/03/09/fact-sheet-president-bidens-budget-strengthens-border-security-enhances-legal-pathways-and-provides-resources-to-enforce-our-immigration-laws/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2023/03/09/fact-sheet-president-bidens-budget-strengthens-border-security-enhances-legal-pathways-and-provides-resources-to-enforce-our-immigration-laws/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2023/03/09/fact-sheet-president-bidens-budget-keeps-america-safe-and-confronts-global-challenges/
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and violent extremist organizations…Bolsters American Leadership in Global Health…$500 
million supports the Pandemic Fund to catalyze and accelerate improvements to global 
health security and pandemic preparedness…dedicated funds for the Administration’s Global 
Health Worker Initiative to enhance global efforts to better train, equip, and protect the 
health workforce…Bolsters Hemispheric Economic Investment and Migration Management 
Efforts. 

 
The New York Times estimates that President Biden’s budget allocates about $1.2 billion to two  
transit projects in New York City: the Second Avenue Subway extension and new train tunnels under 
the Hudson River. (paywall) 
 

Related: Freedom Caucus lays out spending cut demands for debt limit 
March 10, 2023, thehill.com, by Emily Brooks 
Members of the House Freedom Caucus on Friday presented a set of spending cuts and budget 
proposals they want as a condition of even considering voting in favor of raising the national debt 
ceiling, laying down one of the first markers in the House Republican Conference for debt ceiling 
negotiations. The hard-line conservative caucus wants to cap overall discretionary spending at 
fiscal 2022 levels for 10 years while allowing for 1 percent growth per year, which would be a $131 
billion cut from current levels. The group would aim to keep defense spending at current levels. 
 
 

 
STATE 

The State budget process 
Source: Senator Liz Krueger email What's Happening in Albany?, March 2, 2023 
State Senator Liz Krueger runs the Joint Legislative Budget Hearings in her role as Chair of the 
Senate Finance Committee, along with her colleague Helene Weinstein, Chair of the Assembly Ways 
and Means Committee. The next step in the budget process is the passage of the Senate and 
Assembly one-house budget resolutions, which serve as the Legislature's response to the 
Governor's [budget] proposal. Those resolutions will be passed in mid-March, followed by three-way 
negotiations between the Senate, Assembly, and Governor's office, to pass the final budget, which is 
due April 1st. 
 
Editor’s note: And as we see every year, the State omnibus budget is not only a budget, it also 
includes legislation.  
 
 
 
STATE 

Something to look out for in the State budget 
Source: Village Preservation email of March 9, 2023 
The State Senate and Assembly are expected to release their “one house” budget bills, reflecting 
their legislative priorities, and Governor Hochul’s proposal to remove the long-standing cap on the 
allowable size of residential developments in New York City may be in there. If this measure is 
passed, it will permit the city to rezone any neighborhood to allow residential development with the 
sky as the limit, as opposed to the very generous limits that exist now. This means buildings even 
larger than the supertalls of Billionaires’ Row and many other enormous behemoths built across the 
city in recent years would be allowable in any neighborhood the city chose to rezone to allow them. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/09/nyregion/gateway-subway-biden-budget.html
https://thehill.com/business/budget/3893956-freedom-caucus-lays-out-spending-cut-demands-for-debt-limit/
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An editable email can be sent to oppose the wholesale lifting of the residential Floor Area Ratio 
(FAR) in NYC, which would allow for supersized development anywhere in the city.  
 

Related: A more limited version of the plan is advocated by the Mayor and the 
NYC Planning Commission 
To enable conversion of existing older office buildings in Midtown to residential buildings, the 
Mayor and NYC Planning would like to raise the FAR to accommodate these office conversions for 
buildings that are already taller than the residential FAR would permit. In their proposal, there is no 
requirement for affordable housing, so this change would be likely to produce more luxury housing 
in Midtown.  

Text of The Mayor’s Office Conversion Blueprint, New York City Office Adaptive Reuse 

Study, January 2023, NYC Department of City Planning, Office Adaptive Reuse Task Force, Chair 
Daniel Garodnick  
Allow an expanded array of offices to convert all existing square footage to residential. In 1997, 
coordinated changes to the Zoning Resolution and Multiple Dwelling Law aimed to allow buildings 
built as recently as 1977 to convert their existing square footage entirely to residential. However, 
provisions of the Multiple Dwelling Law capping residential floor area ratio (FAR) to 12 in New York 
City currently remains applicable when converting buildings permitted after 1969. This makes the 
conversion of many otherwise qualifying Manhattan buildings impractical. All buildings that will be 
permitted to use the most flexible zoning regulations for conversion should be permitted to convert 
all their existing floor area. Several other changes related to parking, recreation space, and 
courtyards are also outlined in this report and will make a broader range of conversions possible. 
 

Related: Council, Adams administration clash on office-to-resi affordability 

(paywall) 
March 1, 2023, therealdeal.com, by Suzannah Cavanaugh 
Progressive members say proposal ignores low-income communities…City Council members 
locked horns with the Adams administration Tuesday over the affordability requirements of a state-
proposed tax break for office-to-residential conversions…At a committee meeting, progressive 
lawmakers charged that the proposed affordability bands weren’t deep enough. But city officials 
didn’t budge in their support of Gov. Kathy Hochul’s proposal to require that 20 percent of 
apartments in conversions be permanently affordable to New Yorkers making an average of 70 
percent of the area median income. Only 5 percent of those units would go to households making 
40 percent of the AMI, and the highest income band for affordable units would be 100 percent of 
AMI…“We believe that the [affordability] mix is a good mix for these kinds of projects,” said Brendan 
McLaughlin, HPD’s deputy commissioner for policy. 
 
 
 
 
CITY 
The NYC Council reviews and approves the budget submitted by the Mayor. 

Speaker Adrienne Adams Delivers Remarks at the Council’s First Fiscal Year 
2024 Preliminary Budget Hearing 
March 6, 2023, Opening remarks 
Speaker Adrienne Adams delivered opening remarks at the [NYC] Council’s Committee on Finance 
hearing to examine the Mayor’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Preliminary Budget. [This] hearing is the first 

https://p2a.co/5j7giql
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans-studies/office-reuse-task-force/office-adaptive-reuse-study.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans-studies/office-reuse-task-force/office-adaptive-reuse-study.pdf
https://therealdeal.com/new-york/2023/03/01/council-adams-administration-clash-on-office-to-resi-affordability/
https://council.nyc.gov/press/2023/03/06/2364/
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of the Council’s series of FY 24 Preliminary Budget hearings, where respective Committees will 
analyze agency budgets and receive testimony from agency leadership, as well as the public. In her 
remarks, the Speaker addressed the importance of protecting the City’s ability to provide essential 
services that support New Yorkers…We are here…to examine the Mayor’s $102.7 billion Fiscal 2024 
Preliminary Budget. The Preliminary Budget for Fiscal 2024 is $1.7 billion less than what was 
presented in the November Financial Plan…As part of the Preliminary Budget, the Administration 
directed certain agencies to eliminate half of their vacant positions; this has yielded a 4,300-person 
reduction in the City’s budgeted workforce beginning in the current fiscal year. These reductions call 
into question the City’s ability to provide essential services that support New Yorkers, to say nothing 
of the goals laid out by the Administration in housing, economic opportunity, and public safety…The 
fact that these cuts are not distributed evenly only magnifies this concern…Considering that other 
agencies with significantly more resources were permitted to not meet their required PEG targets, 
the Administration must take a sharper look at where public resources can be reallocated. 
 
 
 
 
CITY 
[Editor’s note: While it is helpful to see the NYC Comptroller’s technical analysis of the Mayor’s 
budget, he has no authority over approval of the budget.] 

Comptroller Lander Testimony to the City Council on FY 2024 Preliminary 
Budget 
March 6, 2023, NYC Comptroller Lander’s press release, comptroller.nyc.gov 
The report on the FY 2024 Preliminary Budget includes the Comptroller’s office’s economic forecast 
and analysis of budgetary risks facing the City of New York, including updated analysis of the cost 
of collective bargaining agreements and the provision of services for asylum seekers…The forecast 
reflects the economic resiliency in response to tighter monetary policy shown so far, and an outlook 
predicated on a successful economic “soft-landing.”…Despite the revised revenue projection, budget 
gaps are estimated at $1.30 billion in FY 2023 and $1.51 billion in FY 2024…the Mayor’s Executive 
Budget later this spring will include additional savings and resources to balance the FY 2024 
budget…In the outyears, the size of the budget gaps indicates the need of structural interventions on 
both expenses and revenues…The Comptroller’s Office anticipates overall tax revenues and 
miscellaneous revenues to come in higher than the City’s projections in each year of the Financial 
Plan. All categories of tax revenue are forecasted to come in higher than planned in FY 2023 and FY 
2024…Other risks include additional underbudgeting within the City’s ongoing support of the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) and elevated temporary and overtime expenses 
compared to the budget…Critical Needs for FY 2024…First, we must pivot in how we approach the 
influx of people seeking asylum. For the past nine months, the City rightly focused on scaling up 
shelter capacity. Now, the City must shift to getting people out of shelter through a mix of scaling 
up support for work authorizations to accelerating pathways for individuals and families – 
beginning with long-term shelter residents – to permanent housing. The City can both help families 
get on a pathway to economic stability while significantly reducing long-term costs of providing 
shelter. Reversing the counterproductive cuts to CUNY and public libraries are essential to 
preserving critical resources that New Yorkers rely on. Even with big picture risks, we can find $20.5 
million to prevent library hour cuts. I also urge the Council to prioritize funding for 25 shelter-based 
education coordinators to strengthen the 6 District 79 English Language Learner programs put in 
place this past year, Promise NYC’s child care for undocumented children, and the roll-out of 
universal curbside composting.  Strengthening NYC’s Capital Investments in Affordable 

https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/comments-on-new-york-citys-preliminary-budget-for-fiscal-year-2024-and-financial-plan-for-fiscal-years-2023-2027
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Housing…As NYC confronts a housing crisis, investing capital dollars at scale in housing must be a 
top priority. The City should allocate at least $4 billion this year for housing, including $1.5 billion for 
NYCHA, to meet the need. And as we know from past years, allocating that capital funding is not 
enough, HPD must be adequately staffed to get projects reviewed and construction underway. We 
also have an opportunity and obligation to ensure that housing construction spending makes the 
biggest impact for the people who most need affordable housing…This budget cycle is the time to 
ask Albany for the resources and authority to raise revenues necessary to invest in the City’s future. 
Learn more at comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/comments-on-new-york-citys-preliminary-budget-for-
fiscal-year-2024-and-financial-plan-for-fiscal-years-2023-2027.  
 
The NYC Comptroller’s office also released a report, Understaffed, Underserved, on the impacts of 
staff vacancies on agency performance.  
 
The NYC Comptroller’s testimony to the City Council: comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/testimony-of-
new-york-city-comptroller-brad-lander-on-nycs-fy-2024-preliminary-budget-and-fy-2023-2027-
financial-plan.   
 
 
 

 

Government, executive orders, legislation, 
rules, policies 

 
STATE 

Governor Hochul vetoes bill introduced by State Senator Liz Krueger and 
Assm. Helene Weinstein meant to close a loophole in New York's False 
Claims Act 
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger’s email What's Happening in Albany?, March 2, 2023 
he law, which makes it illegal to make fraudulent claims to the government, was updated in 2010 to 
include tax fraud. It allowed the state to sue wealthy corporations and individuals – those with over 
$1 million in annual income who owe at least $350,000 in taxes – to recoup the taxes they owe. 
Unfortunately the law contains a loophole. If a big corporation owes New York taxes but knowingly 
files a false tax document with the state, they are liable under the False Claims Act. But if they owe 
New York taxes and knowingly fail to file any tax documents or records at all, they are not liable. In 
other words, big out-of-state corporations and wealthy individuals who pretend to be non-residents 
can get away with not paying any of the taxes they owe to New York State, and all they have to do 
is… nothing. The bill would have closed this loophole once and for all. Read Sen. Krueger’s and 
Assm. Weinstein’s Times Union Op Ed. 
 
 
 
STATE 

(opinion) Biden is Right. Investing in Child Care Makes Business Sense. 
March 10, 2023, bloomberglaw.com, by Kathy Hochul 

https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/comments-on-new-york-citys-preliminary-budget-for-fiscal-year-2024-and-financial-plan-for-fiscal-years-2023-2027
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/comments-on-new-york-citys-preliminary-budget-for-fiscal-year-2024-and-financial-plan-for-fiscal-years-2023-2027
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/understaffed-underserved/
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/testimony-of-new-york-city-comptroller-brad-lander-on-nycs-fy-2024-preliminary-budget-and-fy-2023-2027-financial-plan
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/testimony-of-new-york-city-comptroller-brad-lander-on-nycs-fy-2024-preliminary-budget-and-fy-2023-2027-financial-plan
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/testimony-of-new-york-city-comptroller-brad-lander-on-nycs-fy-2024-preliminary-budget-and-fy-2023-2027-financial-plan
https://www.timesunion.com/opinion/article/commentary-false-claims-act-hold-tax-scofflaws-17769893.php?IPID=Times-Union-opinion-centerpiece
https://www.timesunion.com/opinion/article/commentary-false-claims-act-hold-tax-scofflaws-17769893.php?IPID=Times-Union-opinion-centerpiece
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/biden-is-right-investing-in-child-care-makes-business-sense
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New York governor Kathy Hochul responds to President Joe Biden’s announcement that businesses 
seeking federal CHIPS and Science Act subsidies must provide child care. She supports the move, 
and describes New York’s initiatives that diversify child care opportunities for working families. 
 
 
 
STATE 

In light of a significant 68 percent spike in reports of child labor violations in 
2022 in New York State, Governor Hochul and the New York State Department of Labor are 

strengthening their commitment to ensuring the safety and well-being of youth workers. This 
follows the New York State Department of Labor's recent campaign to educate young workers on 
their rights in the workplace. The New York State Department of Labor will also develop a new Child 
Labor Task Force, create an employer pledge program and expand the Division of Immigrant 
Policies and Affairs' anti-trafficking work to establish a Labor Trafficking Response Unit. 
Source: Governor’s press release, March 2, 2023.  
 
 
 
 
STATE 

NY proposed legislation takes aim at ‘vulture funds’ that profit from poor 
governments’ debt 
March 10, 2023, cityandstateny.com, by Shantel Destra 
After trying to pass legislation to establish a fair debt negotiation process since 2021, New York 
lawmakers say they’ve laid the groundwork to finally get it over the finish line…According to the 
International Monetary Fund, 60% of low-income countries are on the brink of being unable to pay 
back their debts. When countries are in debt distress, they begin a debt restructuring process to try 
to seek relief from the governments and banks that have lent them money…The bill, sponsored by 
Rivera in the Senate and Assembly Member Maritza Davila, aims to protect governments with 
national debt from being taken advantage of by New York-based financial institutions during the 
restructuring process…Supporters of the bill argue the absence of regulation has resulted in “bad-
faith” debt negotiations, which then propels those governments further into economic despair. 
 
 
 
 
CITY 

Mayor Adams Signs Two Pieces of Legislation, Taking Action to Protect 
Victims of Domestic Violence, Promote Environmental Justice by Improving 
Air Quality 
March 6, 2023, Press release 
Intro 148-A Expands Definition of Domestic Violence to Include Economic Abuse: ensure those who 
faced economic abuse are not discriminated against based off [sic] their economic standing. 
Intro 470-A Will Phase Out Use of Fuel Oil Grade No.4 to Improve Air Quality 
 
 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-new-measures-combat-rise-child-labor-violations-and-labor
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/03/ny-proposed-legislation-takes-aim-vulture-funds-profit-poor-governments-debt/383853/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/03/ny-proposed-legislation-takes-aim-vulture-funds-profit-poor-governments-debt/383853/
https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/150-23/mayor-adams-signs-two-pieces-legislation-taking-action-protect-victims-domestic-violence-#/0
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CITY 

Speaker Adams Outlines Vision to Prioritize ‘People Over Everything’ with 
Focus on Workers and New Yorkers’ Access to Economic Mobility, Fair 
Housing, and Healthier, Safer Neighborhoods in State of the City Address 
March 6, 2023, Learn more at council.nyc.gov/press/2023/03/08/2367 
 

Speaker Adrienne Adams’ State of the City—People Over Everything report 

council.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/030823.Speaker_Adams_SOC_2023_Report-
_final1.pdf.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(opinion) The Mayor Must Finally Improve City Government Before Valued 
Nonprofit Service Providers are Lost 
March 2, 2023, gothamgazette.com, by Lesley Brovner & Mark Peters 
Nonprofits that provide essential city services are in crisis. New York City government’s failure to 
pay nonprofits on time for the vital work they are doing for the city is jeopardizing the existence of 
these critical organizations that New Yorkers – especially the poorest and most vulnerable – rely 
upon. 
 
 
 
 
 

(opinion) Protecting Small Businesses from a Big Box Takeover 
January 31, 2023, gothamgazette.com, by Michael Correra,  

 

https://council.nyc.gov/press/2023/03/08/2367
http://council.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/030823.Speaker_Adams_SOC_2023_Report-_final1.pdf
http://council.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/030823.Speaker_Adams_SOC_2023_Report-_final1.pdf
https://www.gothamgazette.com/130-opinion/11860-nonprofits-nyc-government-payments-dysfunction
https://www.gothamgazette.com/130-opinion/11860-nonprofits-nyc-government-payments-dysfunction
https://www.gothamgazette.com/130-opinion/11802-protecting-small-businesses-local-wine-liquor-stores%C2%A0
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Neighborhood wine and liquor shop in Midtown Manhattan (photo: Claudia Cowley) 

 
Get used to seeing more vacant retail space in a neighborhood near you. Like small hardware stores 
and other mom-and-pop businesses that have disappeared over the years, with the proliferation of 
big box retailers, small liquor stores will be forced to close too under legislative initiatives underway 
in New York, and the rest of the country. It has taken decades of careful regulation in the liquor 
industry to create a system that safeguards communities, prohibits the sale of liquor to minors, and 
establishes a multi-layered sales and distribution network that employs thousands of people in 
good-paying and in many instances at the wholesaler and distribution level, these are union jobs. 
Now, intensive lobbying efforts led by deep-pocketed self-interests are threatening to destroy that 
tightly regulated system and put a lot of people out of work. Stores like Walmart and Amazon’s 
Whole Foods are among multi-billion-dollar corporations now seeking the right to sell wine and 
liquor across the state. While New York’s 3,500 small retailers and liquor store owners are allowed 
only one single license, multi-billion-dollar supermarket chain and big box store owners want to 
rewrite the rules and laws to allow them to take over and dominate wine and liquor sales. Small 
businesses can’t compete with their tremendous buying power or advertising clout. Small shop 
owners would be crushed as the whales take over and cannibalize a market that has been very well 
served by local mom-and-pop liquor retailers for decades. This past November, states including 
Colorado experienced a very hostile and public battle over many of these same rules and laws 
governing the retail sale of wine and liquor. It is the reason why one Maryland-based big box liquor 
retailer spent over $13 million to propel a voter referendum, taking place over 1,600 miles away 
from their corporate headquarters.    
 
 

 

Stories we are following 
 

(opinion) 5G, security risks, and a way forward 
March 11, 2023, thehill.com, by Gregory F. Treverton and Pari Esfandiari  
5G, the fifth-generation standard for broadband cellular networks, will soon appear on our phones if 
it hasn’t already. Its potential is stunning, faster speed and shorter latency — the gap between data 
receipt and transfer...If smartphones changed our personal lives in ways we could not predict, 5G 
could change our societies and shape our future beyond our imaginations. Yet the rub is that what 
makes 5G a dramatic improvement over 4G also makes it less secure. Those security concerns are 
inherent in 5G...In navigating 5G’s tangle of convenience, security risk and geopolitical competition, 
two watchwords should guide U.S. policy. The first: Cooperate with allies. In some respects, Europe 
is ahead of the United States in rolling out 5G...Open-RAN can be part of the response but so, too, 
would be encouraging the other western suppliers. The second: Prioritize security from the start. 
Security risks are inherent in the architecture of 5G...They need to be a first thought, not an 
afterthought.  
Gregory F. Treverton is co-founder and chairman at the Global TechnoPolitics Forum. He stepped 
down as chairman of the U.S. National Intelligence Council in January 2017. He is a senior adviser 
with the Transnational Threats Project at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 
and is a professor of the practice of international relations and spatial sciences at the University of 
Southern California. 

https://thehill.com/opinion/technology/3895399-5g-security-risks-and-a-way-forward
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Pari Esfandiari is the co-founder and president at the Global TechnoPolitics Forum. She is a 
member of the advisory board at APCO Worldwide and served on the at-large advisory committee 
(ALAC) at ICANN. She was a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Council’s GeoTech Center. 
She is a serial entrepreneur, internet pioneer, and an avid environmentalist. 
 
 
 

Our government representatives 
 

When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that 
you are a constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their 
websites. 
 
Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Member Erik Bottcher, Council District 3:  council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,  
District3@council.nyc.gov. 
 
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-
0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Member Julie Menin, Council District 5: council.nyc.gov/julie-menin, 212-788-6865, 
District5@council.nyc.gov.  

NYC Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams (speaker) SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov, 718-206-
2068 council.nyc.gov/district-28.  
 
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine: manhattanbp.nyc.gov,  212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 
Mayor Eric Adams: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page. 

Dan Garodnick, Director, Department of City Planning, 120 Broadway, 31st Floor, New York, NY 
10271, Tel. 212-720-3480, Fax. 212-720-3488, Email via website at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page 
 

https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:District3@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
https://council.nyc.gov/julie-menin
mailto:District5@council.nyc.gov
mailto:SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov
https://council.nyc.gov/district-28
mailto:manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page
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Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Kristen Gonzalez, 59th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/kristen-gonzalez, 
online contact form, 718-765-6674, gonzalez@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Alex Bores, Assembly District 73, 212-605-0937, 
boresa@nyassembly.gov, nyassembly.gov/mem/Alex-Bores/contact.  
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Tony Simone , Assembly District 75, SimoneT@nyassembly,gov,  212-807-
7900.  
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar 
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Kathy Hochul, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  
 
U.S. Representative Jerrold Nadler, New York’s (redrawn) 12th Congressional District. Manhattan 
Office: 201 Varick Street, Suite 669, New York, NY 10014, Phone: 212-367-7350, website contact 
form nadler.house.gov/contact.  

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press 
releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions.  

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
mailto:hoylman@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
https://www.nysenate.gov/district/59
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/kristen-gonzalez
https://www.nysenate.gov/registration/nojs/form/start/message-senator?senator=8368477
mailto:gonzalez@nysenate.gov
mailto:boresa@nyassembly.gov
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Alex-Bores/contact
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:SimoneT@nyassembly,gov
https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.governor.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
https://nadler.house.gov/contact
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions


 
 

56 
 

 
 

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2023.  
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