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News for Murray Hill…December 5, 2022 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a service to our 
members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 

 
 
 

 
 

RSVP to reserve your spot for the holiday party! 
 

Sponsors 

 

   
  Church of Our Saviour  

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event-profile.cfm?QID=30625&ClientID=11037
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event-profile.cfm?QID=30625&ClientID=11037
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://patronsofparkavenue.org/
http://oursaviournyc.org/
http://www.bigapplechorus.org/
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First night, Sunday, December 18 
and every night of Hanukkah at 5:15pm 

Hanukkah Candle Lighting on Park Avenue 
FREE and open to the public. This event is made possible by the Metropolitan Synagogue and Rabbi 
Joshua Plaut, PhD with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Patrons of Park Avenue.  
at the Park Avenue Menorah 
Meet on 35th Street at the Park Avenue Mall 
 
And begin the Hanukkah season with the Metropolitan Synagogue’s Hanukkah Shabbat service and 
concert on Friday December 16, 6 - 7pm at Scandinavia house, 58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th 
Street). All are welcome!  
 
 
 
 
 

http://metropolitansynagogue.org/
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DVD–A Walking Tour of Historic Murray Hill 
$15 

Featuring 14 NYC landmark buildings and 2 Historic Districts, 
with spectacular footage of the scenic neighborhood. 

 
Also available to stream 
$2 for Streaming Video 

 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/catalog/stdtemplate/standard-template.cfm?StdTemplate_SystemPID=422668&VendorID=29&ClientID=11037
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/catalog/stdtemplate/standard-template.cfm?StdTemplate_SystemPID=422705&VendorID=29&ClientID=11037


 
 

4 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Signs of the holidays in Murray Hill. Trees for sale at 3rd Avenue & 36th Street (SW corner). 
 
 

 

 
 

Santa Is Coming To NYC For Christmas: Where To See Him 
December 2, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 

• Macy's 
• Empire State Building  

• Rockefeller Center  
Reservations required. 

 
 
 
 
Saturday, December 10 

Santacon is coming! 
[according to the Santacon website] Santacon is a charitable, non-political, nonsensical Santa Claus 
convention that happens once a year to spread absurdist joy. In keeping with Santacon tradition, 
Santa will announce the route, clubs, venues & bars in the 2nd week of December. 
Where is Santacon? SantaconNYC will post “Santa welcoming red-carpet venues” the week before 
Santacon. Where will Santa say to go? Follow @santacon on Twitter.  
 
 

 

https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/ihxfl/santa-is-coming-to-nyc-for-christmas-where-to-see-him
https://santacon.nyc/
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Transportation and traffic advisories 
 

Gridlock Alert Days 
Expect heavy traffic, and plan your travel accordingly!  
 
Tuesday, December 6 
Wednesday, December 7 
Thursday, December 8 
Friday, December 9 
Tuesday, December 13 
Wednesday, December 14 
Thursday, December 15 
 
 
 

 
 

Related: Midtown, Fifth Avenue Will Go Pedestrian-Only For NYC Holiday 
Season 
November 22, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 

https://patch.com/new-york/new-york-city/midtown-fifth-avenue-will-go-pedestrian-only-nyc-holiday-season
https://patch.com/new-york/new-york-city/midtown-fifth-avenue-will-go-pedestrian-only-nyc-holiday-season
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Related: Busy stretch of NYC's 5th Avenue to go car-free on 3 Sundays as 
holiday crowds return 
November 22, 2022, gothamist.com, by Stephen Nessen 
City officials said all crosstown buses impacted by the changes will be rerouted while the open 
street is in effect, while bus routes that roll along Fifth Avenue will skip stops between 48th and 
52nd streets…NYC Transit chief operating officer Craig Cipriano said the agency is "working to 
create a plan that mitigates the impact to New Yorkers who rely on buses to get where they need to 
go" during this year's closure. He said the agency aims to "preserve a dedicated safe bus travel lane 
on Fifth Avenue throughout the holidays." 
 
 
 
 

Grand Central Madison remains set for December opening, MTA says, with 
testing still underway 
November 29, 2022, amny.com, by Ben Brachfeld 
The new Grand Central Madison terminal for the Long Island Rail Road will still open by the end of 
2022, the MTA promised Tuesday, with just a month before the new year and testing still underway.  
Construction on the 750,000-square-foot terminal — and the 3.5 miles of new tunnels under the East 
River and Midtown Manhattan connecting the LIRR to the east side of Manhattan — has been 
essentially complete for months, with everything from directional signage to fire alarms installed and 
ready to go. But extensive testing is still underway to ensure that all systems at the new concourse — 
which will bring LIRR trains to Grand Central Terminal and increase weekday service by 40% on the 
commuter railroad — are fully functional and safe for the tens of thousands of riders expected to 
pass through every day, leaving the official opening date up in the air. 
 

Related: Grand Central-Long Island Connection Opening Amid Slumping 
Commuter Numbers 

November 9, 2022, commercialobserver.com, by Mark Hallum 
Mass transit use plunged — and has yet to have steadied itself at pre-pandemic levels. A lot of that 
has to do with a rise in crime as well as the number of would-be commuters working at home for 
large chunks of the week. Kastle Systems, which tracks office occupancy in central business 
districts, said on Oct. 12 that New York’s office buildings were 47 percent occupied on a typical 
workday...This is the reality of the $11 billion East Side Access as it opens to riders before the end of 
this year. One of the single, biggest infrastructure projects in the United States, East Side Access 
includes a 700,000-square-foot underground terminal dubbed Grand Central Madison by the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, with 17 high-rise escalators each 182 feet in length, eight new 
track beds, and two mezzanines sheathed in granite that sit 170 feet below the surface of Grand 
Central Terminal. The LIRR route will run seven miles from Queens’ Sunnyside Yards...“Many 
Manhattan-based corporations continue downsizing existing office space. There is also a significant 
amount of vacant office space in Midtown and Downtown Manhattan.”...At the same time, the 
vicinity remains a favorite with investors. Up to $1.413 billion in multifamily mixed-use property sales 
and $2.842 billion in sales of office buildings have closed over the last 12 months in Manhattan from 
34th to 59th Street and the East River to Fifth Avenue, according to data from Ariel Property 
Advisors...On Oct. 18, the MTA logged 199,000 straphangers riding the LIRR, about 69 percent of 
2019 pre-pandemic average weekday ridership...Probably the biggest reason for any bullishness — at 

https://gothamist.com/news/busy-stretch-of-nycs-fifth-avenue-to-go-car-free-on-3-sundays-as-holiday-crowds-return
https://gothamist.com/news/busy-stretch-of-nycs-fifth-avenue-to-go-car-free-on-3-sundays-as-holiday-crowds-return
https://www.transit/grand-central-madison-december-opening-testing-underway
https://www.transit/grand-central-madison-december-opening-testing-underway
https://commercialobserver.com/2022/11/grand-central-madison/
https://commercialobserver.com/2022/11/grand-central-madison/
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least among commercial real estate owners — is the success of One Vanderbilt. SL Green Realty 
opened the 77-story, 1.75 million-square-foot office tower next to Grand Central Terminal in late 
2020, before any COVID vaccines were available. It is now nearly completely leased, and at some of 
the highest asking rents in the city’s history. 
 
 
 
The MTA announced that Reduced-Fare customers—including Seniors and people with 
disabilities—can now put their Reduced-Fare benefit on any personal payment device (e.g., 
smartphones) compatible with OMNY. The MTA is enabling customers to make this switch online, at 
omny.info. Reduced-Fare customers can also benefit from the MTA’s ongoing “Lucky 13” program, 
where customers ride free after 12 paid OMNY taps in a 7-day week, from Monday to Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
Please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org Traffic Change Updates section to see the work notices for 
public projects in the neighborhood: the 2nd Avenue (and surrounding areas) infrastructure 
replacement project, Pershing Square East, street closure notices, and more.   
 
 
 

 
NYC Citywide Event Coordination and Management (CECM) has issued a 
Permit Embargo for the 2022/2023 Holiday Season November 23rd, 2022 – 
January 3rd, 2023 
Due to the increased pedestrian and vehicular traffic during the holiday season, Citywide Event 
Coordination and Management (CECM) is requesting that no permits be issued for the locations 
below from Wednesday, November 23, 2022, to Tuesday, January 3, 2023 (except for annual 
events). Times Square, Rockefeller Center, Herald Square Area, 5th Avenue, Flatiron / Madison 
Square Park Area, Bryant Park Area, Madison Square Garden Area and more will be affected. 
 

 
 
 
Heard around town, by Annie McDonough 
[Source: City and State email of November 29, 2022, cityandstateny.com] 

 How does the country’s largest public transit system fill operating deficits of 
billions of dollars in coming years? Hoping for a magical return to pre-pandemic ridership 

and finding some service efficiencies won’t cut it for the Metropolitan Transit Authority, a new report 
from state Comptroller Tom DiNapoli suggests…while comparable cities’ transit systems…do receive 
a substantial chunk of their revenue from riders, they receive a greater share of their mass transit 
revenue than the MTA from subsidies, the report notes. MTA Chair Janno Lieber has also said that 
the old model of relying on farebox revenue for nearly half of its budget is no longer “viable or 
realistic.” MTA leaders have asked the state to partner in finding a new revenue stream, and 
DiNapoli’s report suggested that they’re right to look to Albany and other partners to avoid falling off 
a fiscal cliff. “The MTA must continue to search out operating efficiencies and identify and expand 

https://omny.info/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/cecm/downloads/pdf/Embargo_for_Holiday_Season_2022.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/cecm/downloads/pdf/Embargo_for_Holiday_Season_2022.pdf
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cost-saving options in order to close its expected budget gaps,” the report read. “However, their 
magnitude makes it unlikely that they can be closed by reducing spending alone without leading to a 
substantial reduction in services and hurting the regional economic recovery. The MTA will have to 
provide its board with options that rely on raising revenues as well, and the board’s control is limited 
to raising fares and tolls. Ultimately, state, city and federal leaders will also need to be a part of the 
discussion if the MTA is to identify and secure additional subsidies to achieve balanced budgets and 
maintain operations.” 
Comptroller Di Napoli’s report: Economic and Policy Insights: Fare Revenue Considerations for the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, November 2022. 
 

Related: MTA may need massive 30% fare hikes to avoid ‘fiscal cliff’, 
Comptroller DiNapoli warns 
November 29, 2022, amny.com, by Ben Brachfeld 
The MTA would need to raise its fares by nearly 30% to avoid a looming “fiscal cliff” and return to a 
pre-pandemic financial equilibrium, State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli charged in a new report. A pair 
of 4% fare increases scheduled for 2023 and 2025 — along with $100 million in unspecified savings 
and a $915 million annual debt service plan proposed by the MTA — are not enough to bring the 
beleaguered authority back to its 2019-level farebox revenue...Ridership collapsed on subways and 
buses at the start of the pandemic, and operations at the MTA — which is more reliant on farebox 
revenue than many other transit systems across the nation — have since then been heavily bolstered 
by billions of dollars in federal aid. The nearly $16 billion in largesse from Washington is expected to 
run out by 2026, but weekday ridership has stagnated at about 60-65% of pre-pandemic levels in a 
phenomenon agency brass blame on the rise of working from home...MTA Chair Janno Lieber and 
other authority bigs have been lobbying heavily for new dedicated revenue streams to plug the gap, 
but finances remain up in the air. 
 
 
 

 
Advent season at our neighborhood houses of 
worship 

 

Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 
240 East 31st Street (between 2nd & 3rd Avenue) 
December 18    11am 
Lessons and Carols service with full choir and with Holy Eucharist 
December 24   6:40pm prelude / 7pm service 
Christmas Eve with prelude and choir sing at 6:40pm and service starts at 7pm 
December 25   11am 
Christmas Day Holy Eucharist service  

 
 
 
 

https://www.osc.state.ny.us/files/reports/osdc/pdf/fare-revenue-considerations-for-mta.pdf
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/files/reports/osdc/pdf/fare-revenue-considerations-for-mta.pdf
https://www.amny.com/transit/mta-massive-fare-hike-comptroller-warning/
https://www.amny.com/transit/mta-massive-fare-hike-comptroller-warning/
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/files/reports/osdc/pdf/fare-revenue-considerations-for-mta.pdf
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Church of the Incarnation 
churchoftheincarnation.org/advent-and-christmas  
December 11    
11am   Children’s Christmas Pageant 
The Pageant is featured in place of the sermon during the church’s principal Sunday service. 
5pm   Festival of Lessons and Carols 
With Organ, Brass, Harp and the Incarnation Choir. An Incarnation tradition, a Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols is one of the most beloved services they present each year. It consists of 
lessons from scripture interspersed with carols reflecting on the themes of the readings. The 
lessons, which cover the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus, are 
read by representatives of the parish. Followed by the Parish Christmas party. 
December 24    Christmas Eve 
6pm   Holy Eucharist with Organ and Soloists from the Incarnation Choir 
Traditional Christmas hymns and carols are sung throughout the service. 
11pm    Festal Eucharist with Organ, Trumpet, Harp and the Incarnation Choir; Musical Prelude at 
10:30pm 
The church’s version of “Midnight Mass,” this is a beautiful and transcendent celebration of Holy 
Communion by candlelight. 
December 25   Christmas Day 
11am    Holy Eucharist with Organ and Soloists from the Incarnation Choir. 
A joyful service of Holy Communion to celebrate the birth of Jesus, with a visit to the creche for 
children. 
Church of the Incarnation – An Episcopal Church in Murray Hill 
209 Madison Avenue (35th Street) 
212-689-6350 
churchoftheincarnation.org 
 

 
 

 
 
December 16   7pm 

IN-PERSON CONCERT: “Christmas at the Cathedral” 
Seasonal and Armenian music will be presented by the St. Vartan Cathedral Choir soloists and 
school students, under the baton of Maestro Khoren Mekanejian, with organist Dn. Ari Terjanian. 

https://churchoftheincarnation.org/advent-and-christmas
https://churchoftheincarnation.org/
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Refreshments in Kavookjian Auditorium will follow. View a flyer with contact, ticket, and purchasing 
information. 
at St. Vartan Cathedral 
in the cathedral sanctuary 
630 Second Avenue (34th Street) 
 
 
 

News from neighborhood businesses & 
nonprofits 
 

Villa Berulia Restaurant 
Now open on Mondays (in December)! 

Monday – Friday  11:30am – 10pm 
Saturday  4 – 10pm 

Featuring: 
10% Discount for Murray Hill Association members 

Prix Fixe Lunch special ($30) 
Happy Hour (3pm-7pm) 

 
Outdoor Seating 

Private Party Room (holds up to 35 people) 
 

Villa Berulia 
107 East 34th Street 

(between Lexington & Park Avenue) 
212-689-1970 

villaberulia.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarge's Delicatessen & Diner showcases Hanukkah Specialties (and Gift 
Options) 
From Matzo Balls to Noodle Kugel, Fresh Brisket to Chocolate Babka, they've got all the classics 
ready and waiting for you and your family this year. Check out their full menu at sargesdeli.com! 
Dine-in * Take-out * Local NYC delivery * Nationwide shipping 
Catering for any occasion, NYC to Montauk * Wait staff & Bartender service available 
Tour Groups Welcome 
Sarge’s 
212-679-0442 
548 3rd Avenue (between 36th & 37th Street) 
sargesdeli.com  
 

https://armenianchurch.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/d8a8c98c-4380-5e7a-df1e-618b3a7e2064.jpg
http://www.villaberulia.com/
https://sargesdeli.com/
https://sargesdeli.com/
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Fine & Rare  
Christmas menu for adults and children. Enjoy a relaxing holiday evening with a special 3-course 
prix-fixe menu and live music. Reservations available December 24th and December 25th for two 
and a half hours at 4pm, 6:30, and 9pm. See the menu and reserve at fineandrare.nyc/christmas-
menu.  
Host your party or corporate gala at Fine & Rare, email their event managers:  
masha@goodnightgroup.nyc and +iryna@goodnightgroup.nyc.  
Fine & Rare 
9 East 37th Street 
fineandrare.nyc  
 

 
 
 

Benjamin Steakhouse and Benjamin Prime’s Christmas menu is available December 

24th and December 25th from 12pm – 10:30pm 
See the menu 
Benjamin Steakhouse, 52 East 41st Street (between Park & Madison Avenue), Tel: 212-297-9177. 
Benjamin Prime, 23 East 40th Street (between Park & Madison Avenue), Tel: 212-338-0818. 
 
 
 

 
 
December 10 & 11 and December 23 

Björk Cafe & Bistro will offer a Holiday Julebord (Christmas Table) 
A holiday variation of the quintessential Smörgåsbord buffet-style meal in the Scandinavian 
countries that includes multiple staples of Swedish cuisine served on the table. Lunch and dinner 
seatings will be accompanied by traditional St. Lucia performances; learn more and purchase 

https://fineandrare.nyc/christmas-menu
https://fineandrare.nyc/christmas-menu
mailto:masha@goodnightgroup.nyc
mailto:+iryna@goodnightgroup.nyc
https://fineandrare.nyc/
https://benjaminsteakhouse.com/nyc/our-menus/?menu=5&utm_source=Personica&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Christmas
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tickets at bjorkcafe.com/julbord. Learn more and make reservations at 
scandinaviahouse.org/events/holiday-julebord-december-2022. ASF members get a discount. 
info@bjorkcafe.com  
Björk Cafe & Bistro at Scandinavia House 
58 Park Avenue 
212-779-3587 

 
 
 

 
 

Galleria on Third 
(since 1999) 
Museum quality custom framing, art restoration, frame restoration. Original art and gift items for 
sale at the gallery, handcrafted bags, original graphic t-shirts. Galleria on Third begins their 12th 
Benefit Art Show in December and will be donating to St. Jude's Children's Hospital during the 
Holiday Season. Stop by the Galleria for their coffee hour, every Thursday in December from 4:30 - 
6pm—get a free coffee and a special gift. Gallery owner, Shadin, would like this holiday season to be 
a time to reconnect. Please stop by and warm up with a cup of coffee. Galleria on Third offers a 
discount to MHNA members. 
Galleria on Third 
529 Third Avenue (between 35th & 36th Street) 
212-683-2886 
galleriaonthird.com  
 
 
 
 

https://www.bjorkcafe.com/julbord
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/holiday-julebord-december-2022
mailto:info@bjorkcafe.com
https://www.galleriaonthird.com/benefit-art-show
https://www.galleriaonthird.com/benefit-art-show
https://www.galleriaonthird.com/
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Find unique gifts at the Murray Hill museum 
shops for the holidays 
Check their websites for visiting hours. Give a gift of membership! 
 

New York Public Library 
Enjoy the in-person experience in their renovated shop in the iconic landmark Schwarzman Building 
(main branch) on Fifth Avenue at 41st Street, or take advantage of cyber Monday sales at 
shop.nypl.org. 
 

The Morgan Library & Museum 
Also stop by the café while you are there. No need to purchase tickets to go to the shop and café.  
225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street 
themorgan.org/shop  
212-685-0008 
 

Scandinavia House 
Food, clothing, housewares, pillows, totes, books, holiday decorations, clogs, jewelry, and more. 
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street) 
scandinaviahouse.org/shop  
212-847-9737 
shop@amscan.org   
 

AKC Museum of the Dog 
Dog-themed items 
101 Park Avenue (at 40th Street, enter from the plaza) 
212-696-8360 
museumofthedog.org/shop  
 

 
 
 

Public service announcements 

 

Alternate Side Parking will be suspended on December 8th for the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception, December 26th in observance of Christmas Day, and January 2nd in observance of New 
Year's Day. Additionally, since Christmas Day and New Year's Day are major legal holidays, you don't 
need to feed the meter on those days. For a complete list of days when Alternate Side Parking will 
not be in effect in 2022, please view the suspension calendar here. For a complete list of when 
Alternate Side Parking will not be in effect in 2023, you can view the suspension calendar for 2023 
here. 
 

There will be no garbage or recycling collection on December 26th in Observance of 

Christmas Day and January 2nd in observance of New Year's Day. If your collection day is scheduled 

https://shop.nypl.org/
https://www.themorgan.org/shop
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/shop
mailto:shop@amscan.org
https://museumofthedog.org/shop
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to occur on those days, please check the Department of Sanitation's social media accounts (Twitter, 
Facebook, or Instagram), their press release page, or 311 for updated direction. 
 

The Community Board 6 office will be closed from Saturday, December 24th through 

Monday, January 2nd for Christmas and New Year's Day. CB6 office staff will periodically check 
emails, including help@cbsix.org, to make sure nothing urgent comes up during this period, but the 
quickest way to access City services during this period is through 311. 
 
 
 

Safety tips for users of lithium-ion batteries from the FDNY 
Improper use of lithium-ion batteries can cause fires. If using a lithium-ion battery, follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions for charging and storage. Always use the manufacturer’s cord and 
power adapter made specifically for the device. If a battery overheats, discontinue use immediately. 
Learn more at fdnysmart.org.  
 
 

 

Tips for Reporting Smoke Shops in Community District 6 
CB6 members and staff have noticed an increase in smoke shops in our district lately. Smoke shops 
selling cannabis products are illegal at this time. If you see a smoke shop [or van], report it to the 
New York State Office of Cannabis Management at Enforcement@ocm.ny.gov and CC the CB6 office 
at help@cbsix.org.  When you send your email, please note the name of the smoke shop as well as 
where it is located. 
 
 

It's Heat Season! 
 

 
 

What to do if your building does not meet temperature requirements 
First be in contact with your building's property management (the building owner, managing agent, or 
superintendent). If service is not restored after contact with your building's management, call 311, 

mailto:help@cbsix.org
http://fdnysmart.org/
mailto:Enforcement@ocm.ny.gov
mailto:help@cbsix.org
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visit 311 online, or use the 311Mobile app (on Android or iOS devices). Hearing-impaired tenants can 
file complaints through Touchtone Device for the Deaf (TDD) at 212-504-4115.  
 
If you still see no improvements, reach out to Community Board 6 by calling 212-319-3750, emailing 
help@cbsix.org, or filling out our get help form. Make sure to have your 311 number on you when 
contacting CB6. 
 
 

 

Ukraine aid 
 

New York State website with information about resources and aid for 
Ukrainians 
 
State Department program Uniting for Ukraine 
To help fulfill President Biden’s promise to temporarily resettle 100,000 Ukrainian refugees, the State 
Department has established Uniting for Ukraine, in which legal residents of the United States can 
apply to be sponsors of migrants under a process called Humanitarian Parole. Learn more at 
uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole. Welcome.US, a humanitarian group for 
refugee resettlement, has created a guide to the process (and offers a mailing list) for people 
interested in becoming a sponsor. “Sponsors may apply as individuals, as a group, or as a 
representative of a non-governmental agency. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
lists the eligibility requirements and the instructions for completing Form I-134 (the Declaration of 
Financial Support). 
[Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of 4/28/2022] 

 
Ukrainians in the U.S. since March 1 are eligible for Temporary Protective 
Status (TPS) for an 18 month period. CUNY’s Citizenship Now project is ready to help the 

Ukrainian community apply for this benefit. Call 646-664-6400. 
 

 
 

 
Scam alert! 

https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-01025
mailto:help@cbsix.org
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-134instr.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/i-134
http://ftc.gov/charity
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Holiday Scams 
November 10, 2022, updated November 28, 2022, aarp.org 
Three-quarters of U.S. consumers have experienced or been targeted by at least one form of fraud 
that can be tied to the holidays, including requests from (often fake) charities, online shopping 
scams and fraudulent communications about shipping problems…bogus websites and social media 
campaigns that impersonate major brands…Many are vehicles for harvesting credit card numbers 
and other personal data that criminals use to commit identity theft or sell on the dark web. 
Scammers may distribute malware-loaded links or attachments via supposed coupon offers or 
“order confirmation” emails…Warning Signs: Huge discounts on hot gift items, especially when 
touted on social media posts or unfamiliar websites. Spelling errors or shoddy grammar on a 
shopping website or in an email or text. An unsolicited email that asks you to click on a link or 
download an app to access a deal or arrange a delivery. Pressure from a charity fundraiser to donate 
right away…How to protect yourself…Rather than clicking on a link from an email or text to a hot deal, 
go to your web browser and type in the web address of the company purportedly offering said great 
deal. Pay by credit card. This way you can dispute charges and limit the damage if the transaction 
was fraudulent. Buy gifts cards online directly from the issuing business instead of from a retail rack, 
where the cards can be tampered with. When receiving a gift card as a present, register it if that’s an 
option, and use it sooner rather than later. Avoid conducting any business online (making a 
purchase, donating, accessing password-protected sites) while using a public Wi-Fi network unless 
you employ a virtual private network (VPN). Pushy charities could be an indicator that the cause is 
bogus; legitimate charities will accept your donations on your own timeline. Anytime you are 
prompted to make a purchase or a donation by wire transfer or gift card, it is a scam. 
 
 
 

COVID-19 updates 
 

Data taken on 12/4/22 from the COVID-19 page on the NYC Department of Health website 
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page. 
 

COVID-19 is still spreading in NYC, so you should continue to take the 
following precautions: 

• Wear a high-quality mask in all public indoor settings and around crowds outside. 

• Stay up-to-date on vaccinations. Vaccine Finder app vaccinefinder.nyc.gov. The new booster 
targeting the prevailing Covid variants is now available. if you have recently been infected 
with Covid-19, the CDC recommends waiting until three months after your infection to 
receive a booster.  

• Test before and after travel or gatherings, or if you were recently exposed to someone who 
has COVID-19. 

• Stay home if sick. 
• Wash or sanitize your hands frequently. 

https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2019/holiday.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccines.page
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-whensick.page
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NOTE: CDC also recommends: 

• Good ventilation 

COVID-19: Prevention and Groups at Higher Risk 
 
 
 

Proof of vaccination and masks may be required by employers, businesses and nonprofits.  

CDC continues to recommend that people wear masks in indoor public transportation settings at this 
time. 

CDC’s travel risk assessment tools cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html.  

 
 

Trends 

Data taken on 12/4/22 from NYC Department of Health Covid Data page  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page compares case rates for zip code 
10016, Manhattan and NYC. Last data point 11/26/22. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/Improving-Ventilation-Home.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-prevention-and-care.page
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/masks-public-transportation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page
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The CDC shifted its tally of available data from daily to weekly, now reported on Fridays. 

 
 

Therapies  

 

People age 65+ and immunocompromised people are eligible for the new anti-viral pills. If you have 
COVID symptoms, take a covid test and contact your doctor within a couple of days, to request a 
prescription. The anti-viral Paxlovid pill is most effective when prescribed shortly after symptoms 
begin, and sharply reduces the chances a COVID illness will become severe. It is prescribed as three 
pills taken twice a day for five days. Molnupiravir is taken as four pills twice a day for five days. The 
pills are available for high-risk adults and must be taken soon after symptoms appear.  

Discuss monoclonal antibody treatments with your doctor. 

 
 

Free at-home rapid COVID tests from the Federal government (third round) are now 

available. Order them at covid.gov/tests.  

Medicare will pay for at-home Coronavirus tests, as many as eight tests per month, 

under Part B Medicare at participating national pharmacy chains. 

 

 
More Covid-19 information for Murray Hill (zip codes 10016, 10017) towards the bottom of this 
newsletter.  
 
 

Kudos! 
 
Jesús Pérez, CB6 District Manager, recognized by East Midtown Partnership 
Source: Community Board 6 December 2022 newsletter 
Community Board 6's District Manager Jesús Pérez was recognized by the East Midtown Partnership 
business improvement district (BID) for service to the East Midtown community. The BID promotes 
local businesses, undertakes streetscape beautification projects, and works to supplement the street 
and sidewalk cleaning services of the Department of Sanitation. The BID is an important stakeholder 
in our community and overlaps with approximately 14 blocks of the northwestern edge of Manhattan 
Community District 6. East Midtown Partnership also honored the District Managers of our sister 
community boards: Marisa Maack of CB5 and Will Brightbill of CB8. 

https://www.covid.gov/tests
https://www.medicare.gov/medicare-coronavirus
https://mailchi.mp/cbsix/april-2021-newsletter-4859290?
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daily    3 - 4:30pm 

Tours of Grand Central Terminal 
Walks is the new operator of the Official Grand Central Terminal Tours, which resume after taking a 
hiatus during the pandemic. VIP tours are delivered by Walks’ experienced guides, who provide 
exclusive tours of landmarks around the world. The 90-minute tour features a curated journey 
weaving inside and out of the building, offering a chance to learn more about the many known and 
unknown treasures of GCT. The Official Tour gives you a sense of how GCT revolutionized travel for 
visitors and commuters alike. Take a closer look at your favorite train terminal hosted by an expert 
guide to further explore details of the rich history and celebrate the influential people who helped to 
shape the Terminal into the world-renowned travel hub it is today. Learn more and book your tour at 
takewalks.com/new-york-tours/grand-central-terminal-tour. Save 25% when you book by December 
6th. Enter the promo code BFRIDAY2022, and the discount will be applied automatically. 
 
 

 

Job opportunities 
 

Rat czar needed! 
NYC is hiring a rat czar. ‘General aura of badassery’ required. 
November 30, 2022, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim 
On Wednesday, the city published a job listing for a director of rodent mitigation, which a City Hall 
spokesperson described as a “rat czar.” Based in City Hall, the individual will report to Meera Joshi, 
the deputy mayor of operations, and will be paid a salary between $120,000 to $170,000. 
 
 
 

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority Police Department is seeking highly 

motivated, qualified individuals for the position of Police Officer. MTA Police Officers are responsible 
for ensuring the safety of MTA customers and employees and for protecting property throughout the 
MTA’s New York and Connecticut operating regions (New York City, Long Island, Upstate NY, and 
Connecticut) on Long Island Rail Road, Metro-North Railroad, and the Staten Island Railway. The 
MTA Police Officer filing is open from December 1 – December 31, 2022. To learn more and apply, 
please go to:  new.mta.info/careers/become-a-police-officer.   
 
 
 

Part-time Medical Escorts Needed to Accompany Older Adults on Vital 
Appointments: Search and Care seeks compassionate chaperones – Medical Escorts -- to 

accompany older adults safely from the upper east or upper west side to/from medical and other 
vital healthcare appointments.  Candidates will be asked for proof of COVID vaccinations and have at 
least one weekday availability for 4-6 hours between 8:30 and 5pm. Bilingual (Spanish) a plus.  Pay 
rate is hourly, no benefits; agency covers cost of background check. Please contact Robin Strashun 
at 212-289-5781 or strashun@searchandcare.org.  

https://www.takewalks.com/new-york-tours/grand-central-terminal-tour
https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-is-hiring-a-rat-czar-general-aura-of-badassery-required
https://a002-oom03.nyc.gov/IRM/Handlers/Campaign/Attachments.ashx?attachmentId=78646d83-e510-4769-945c-4d557c9080bc
https://new.mta.info/careers/become-a-police-officer
mailto:strashun@searchandcare.org
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Make your views known 

 
Source: Council Member Gale Brewer's Update email of December 1, 2022 
Last Tuesday’s (11/29/22) hearing before the Council’s Economic Development Committee about 

operation of the City’s helipads was informative (here’s a link to a recording). The deadline 

to submit testimony to the Committee was December 2. [Testimonies were to be submitted by email 
to testimony@council.nyc.gov].  It’s important to make clear…the sheer number of people who are 
concerned about helicopter tourist flights, so that there’s momentum to approve legislation. 
Meanwhile, the deadline for the public to comment on the proposed FAA and National Park Service 
rules governing tourist flights in New York Harbor has been extended to 12/30/22. The new plans 
will likely increase helicopter traffic and noise in the Battery Park, South Street Seaport, Brooklyn 
Heights, Red Hook, Governors Island neighborhoods and in the Liberty State Park and Jersey City 
areas. Please take the time to submit your comments at this National Park Service link. Visit Stop the 
Chop [an advocacy group opposing non-essential helicopter flights over NYC and supporting 
regulation of NYC/NJ airspace] and read their petition for guidance. Email by using this form 
guidance on what to say.  
 

Related: NYPD Drones Fly Over NYC With 'Almost No Regulation', NYCLU Says 

November 21, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman  
A squadron of flying "spying devices" circle New York City’s skies with little to no regulation, 
according to a new report from a local civic group raising the alarm. At least 33 government-owned 
drones can fly over city dwellers’ heads at any moment, a new study — “Prying Eyes: Government 
Drone Data Across New York State” — by the New York Civil Liberties Union found. 
 

Related: What could possibly go wrong? Startup wants to let you fly personal 
chopper over NYC with no license and an hour of training 
November 2, 2022, amny.com, by Ben Brachfeld 
A Texas startup is hoping to zoom into New York’s aerial tourism business by letting customers fly 
personal, ultralight helicopter-like craft over city airspace — with no pilot’s license and less than an 
hour of training....Austin-based LIFT Aircraft has partnered with Charm Aviation, a local heli-tour 
company, on a proposal to bring personal electric vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) vehicles to 
Manhattan’s waterfronts, claiming they provide a less noisy and more environmentally-friendly 
alternative to tourists than a big helicopter — one that they can pilot all by themselves....LIFT’s HEXA 
aircraft looks a bit like a helicopter, but seats only one and is powered by electric motors and 18 
independently-controlled propellers above the cabin. The vehicle, capable of touching down on both 
land and sea...In June, Brooklyn City Councilmember Lincoln Restler introduced a bill to ban “non-
essential” helicopter flights from using the city-operated heliports in the Financial District and 
Midtown. The bill has 23 co-sponsors, out of 51 total council members...LIFT devices have just 1/10 
the “acoustic signature” of a traditional helicopter...While it would be introduced to New York as a 
tourist experience, Chasen says he hopes that ultimately, there could be a network of vertiports all 
over the city as people take to the skies for their daily commute, skipping the congestion of the 
ground below...The vehicles have a maximum cruising speed of 55 knots, or around 63 miles per 
hour, and can be flown for a maximum of 15 minutes, the company says. Federal Aviation 
Administration rules limit flights in the area to “uncongested” airspace, like the city’s waterways, and 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1053123&GUID=87299E18-3E6C-4C11-8EA8-109DC3760838&Options=info%7C&Search
mailto:testimony@council.nyc.gov
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=277&projectID=112479&documentID=124250
https://stopthechopnynj.org/
https://stopthechopnynj.org/
https://www.change.org/p/faa-and-congress-ban-nonessential-helicopters-over-nyc-regulate-ny-nj-metropolitan-airspace
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/iheii/nypd-drones-fly-over-nyc-with-almost-no-regulation-nyclu-says
https://www.nyclu.org/en/campaigns/prying-eyes-government-drone-data-across-new-york-state
https://www.nyclu.org/en/campaigns/prying-eyes-government-drone-data-across-new-york-state
https://www.amny.com/transit/startup-fly-chopper-nyc-no-license-hour-training/
https://www.amny.com/transit/startup-fly-chopper-nyc-no-license-hour-training/
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the companies say the HEXA would be “geo-fenced” into flying only in allowable corridors; for one, 
they hope the airspace could include a view of the Statue of Liberty like no other....The companies 
cite 1980s-era rules from the FAA governing the operation of “ultralight” aircraft as allowing HEXA’s 
operation in the city. Vehicles can weigh a maximum of 254 pounds, not including parachutes and 
floats (which contribute to HEXA’s 432-pound weight), and can travel at a top speed of 55 knots. If 
the standards are met, then flyers do not need a pilot’s license...Despite the company’s assurances 
of safety through rigorous product testing, the technology has not yet been proven in a commercial 
setting, let alone one where customers fly it themselves around America’s densest city. Other 
companies in the industry have seen their prototypes involved in crashes; one company, Joby, saw 
its eVTOL prototype crash in California while flying at 270 miles per hour. In some cases, the 
machine’s electric batteries caught aflame, a phenomenon also of major concern in electric cars and 
bikes. Other failures have come as a result of software glitches, like one where the machine’s 
computer thought it was on the ground and shut off power mid-flight. The potential for catastrophic 
accidents is heightened in New York City, with more people and skyscrapers than any other city in 
America, all packed in like sardines. 
 
 
 
December 8   6pm 

Community Board 5 Public Hearing, followed by the CB5 FULL BOARD 
Meeting  
Vikki Barbero, Chair; Nick Athanail, 1st Vice-Chair. Public hearing agenda: Casinos in CB5 District, 
BKV corporation for an activation during Bryant Park Winter Village on December 15 & 16, Distinctive 
Sidewalk application for the Waldorf Astoria located at 301 Park Avenue, Million Trees Initiative, 
Proposed regulations for Cannabis Retail Dispensary licenses, and more. Register to attend the 
meeting, and you can indicate if you want to speak, at 
us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6zAPFMpcRZyi0KZeJmyjTQ.  
 
 
 

Open restaurants update 
 

Outdoor Dining Design Guidelines 
[Source: Regional Planning Association email of December 2, 2022] 
As lawmakers continue to shape and debate the potential of the city’s permanent Open Streets and 
Open Restaurant programs, RPA and their Alfresco NYC partners published design guidelines and 
policy recommendations for outdoor dining. Developed in collaboration with restaurant owners, 
designers, volunteers, open street operators, city staff, and accessibility advocates, The Future of 
Outdoor Dining in New York City aims to improve the programs, ensure they reach more residents 
and support small businesses, and position them within a larger, holistic vision for the use of public 
space. Read more in StreetsBlog NYC. 
The Future of Outdoor Dining in NYC, report by the Alfresco NYC Coalition, November 2022 
 
 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6zAPFMpcRZyi0KZeJmyjTQ
https://rpa.org/
https://rpa.org/alfresco-nyc/outdoor-dining-open-streets-recommendations
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Penn Station neighborhood updates 
 
 

 
 
 
December 14   9  - 11am 

(in person) The Penn Station Project: What it means for the future of NYC 
Crain’s Content Studio hosts a breakfast event to discuss the Governor’s Penn Station rehabilitation 
project, including the financing mechanism, the transportation plan, its impact on the surrounding 
neighborhood, and the question of whether Madison Square Garden should move to a nearby 
location when its special permit expires next year. Individual tickets $170. Learn more, see the list of 
featured speakers, and register at web.cvent.com/event/223e4eef-3b4b-4f22-abdc-
16461f708fbd/summary. *Club Dress Code: The NYAC is a private club, and it has the right to turn 
away anyone who does not adhere to its dress code of business attire. Jeans, t-shirts, sneakers and 
open-toe shoes are prohibited. Register by December 13.  
at the New York Athletic Club 
180 Central Park South 
9th Floor 
 
 
 

How you can help 
 

Join a MHNA committee 

https://web.cvent.com/event/223e4eef-3b4b-4f22-abdc-16461f708fbd/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/223e4eef-3b4b-4f22-abdc-16461f708fbd/summary
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The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is an all-volunteer organization. We need your help to 
keep the Association’s work going. Volunteering can be for individual events, such as the Street 
Festival, and also for ongoing activities, such as Membership. Many administrative activities can be 
done remotely. Learn more about the different committees. If you are interested in joining a 
committee, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.   
 
 

Upcoming events 
 
December 5    1 - 2pm 

(in person) Concerts in Motion at SNFL 
Join the staff at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (SNFL) for an afternoon concert of 
classical music, presented by Concerts in Motion (CiM)! The concert will feature two performers 
from CiM's roster of professional musicians. This week, join us to hear flutist Nicole Schroeder and 
guitarist Bill Girolamo. Registration is not required.  Seats are available on a first-come-first-served 
basis. Learn more 
at Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (SNFL) 
1st Floor Corner Space 
455 Fifth Avenue (40th Street) 
 
 

 
NYC Public School applications 
For Fall 2023 

• Gifted and Talented. For children entering Kindergarten G&T programs in Fall 2023. This 
year, families will be able to apply to kindergarten Gifted and Talented programs on the same 
general kindergarten application. The combined G&T and kindergarten application will open 
from December 7, 2022 - January 20, 2023. If your child was born in 2018 and lives in New 
York City, they are eligible to apply for fall 2023.  

• December   8th & 9th graders take the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT). 

Log into your MySchools account and sign up for the High School Admissions email list to 

get updates. 

• Through December 5 (extended)  High school applications are open. 

• Through December 5 (extended)  Middle school applications are open. 

Need a school for your child now? Learn what to do on the New Students page. 
 
Learn more at the NYC Board of Education website schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-
grade, including how to apply if you need a school for your child now, and the Admissions Guide. 
 
 
 
December 5   7:30 - 9pm 

These Strangers, musical journeys across America, presented by Copland 
House & CUNY 

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=10128&clientID=11037&topicID=0&Thispage=Committees
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/11/18/snfl-corner-space-live-music-concerts-motion
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/specialized-high-schools
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/high-school
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/middle-school
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/new-students
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade
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(free) Migration tales of voyages with often unpredictable outcomes:  ancestors fleeing war-torn 
Europe, exiles seeking new homes, people becoming strangers in their own lands ... even music, 
itself, traveling on metaphorical journeys, "like a falling seed carried far from its home by the 
westward wind, [looking] for a place to land and take root." Music by Lembit Beecher, Missy Mazzoli, 
Ruth Crawford Seeger, Florence Price, Ke-Chia Chen, Jake Heggie, and Pierre Jalbert, featuring 
Nicholas Phan, tenor, and music from Copland House. *Filmed Live by CUNYTV. Register at 
gc.cuny.edu/events/music-copland-house-these-strangers.  
at The Graduate Center, CUNY 
365 5th Avenue (at 34th Street) 
 
 
 
December 6    11:3am – 3pm 

(in person) Meet & Greet: Mayor's Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based 
Violence 
A representative from the Mayor's Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence (ENDGBV) will 
be available to answer questions about their services. ENDGBV operates the New York City Family 
Justice Centers, service centers that provide vital social services; civil, legal, and criminal justice 
assistance; and more—all under one roof. No registration necessary. 
at Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (SNFL) 
455 Fifth Avenue (40th Street) 
1st Floor Lobby 
 
 
 
December 6    6 – 8pm 

Department of Environmental Conservation’s (DEC) Community Air 
Monitoring Initiative: Manhattan Community Air Monitoring quarterly meeting 
The mobile air monitoring survey has been ongoing since the summer. The quarterly meetings are 
intended to update the community on the progress of the air monitoring and to provide a forum for 
input from the community. Staff from DEC’s Division of Air Resources and the Office of 
Environmental Justice will be available to answer questions and respond to feedback. Learn more 
about this initiative at on the DEC website at dec.ny.gov/chemical/125320.html.  
Link to join meeting: 
meetny.webex.com/meetny/j.php?MTID=mfdd7159d8d7dcff0cb30892dc32f0bcc  
Meeting Number: 161 547 0749  
Meeting Password: PZiVJrXj632   
Call In Number to join by phone only: 518-549-0500  
Contact Adanna Roberts, Public Participation Specialist,  at 718-482-4966, 
adanna.roberts@dec.ny.gov.  
 
 
 
December 6   7 – 8:30pm 

(virtual Town Hall for Co-op and Condo Boards, and Building Managers) Local Law 97: 
Technical and Financial Resources to Assist with Compliance and Reduce 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/music-copland-house-these-strangers
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/125320.html
https://meetny.webex.com/meetny/j.php?MTID=mfdd7159d8d7dcff0cb30892dc32f0bcc
mailto:adanna.roberts@dec.ny.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetFifFvqeCTR6E3EiSwsZDdqm1EwrsAPHwnKYzRHJbg2Qcow/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetFifFvqeCTR6E3EiSwsZDdqm1EwrsAPHwnKYzRHJbg2Qcow/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetFifFvqeCTR6E3EiSwsZDdqm1EwrsAPHwnKYzRHJbg2Qcow/viewform
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Sponsored by Senator Liz Krueger and Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine. Buildings are the 
single-largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in New York City. Local Law 97, designed to 
make buildings more energy efficient, sets limits on the levels of allowable greenhouse gas 
emissions. The law will go into effect in 2024, a little over a year away. Learn what steps your 
building should take now to comply with the law, and find out about technical and financial 
resources available to support buildings as they go green. Experts will share information about 
Local Law 97’s implementation timeline, and what actions your building can take to reduce 
emissions. The Virtual Town Hall will feature speakers Simon Mugo, SNYC Accelerator Program, 
Mid-Atlantic Region and Gina Bocra, Chief Sustainability Officer, NYC Department of Buildings 
(DOB). The event will feature a question and answer session with the Simon Mugo and Gina Bocra. 
Attendees will be able to submit questions during the event but are strongly encouraged to submit 
them in advance when you register. You can join the event online through Zoom or through 
Facebook, or you can listen in by telephone. When you register for the event, you will receive a 
confirmation email with the Zoom and Facebook links, and the call-in information. Register online.  

 
 
 
December 7    12pm 

(virtual) Jingle Sells: Being a Savvy Consumer Over the Holidays 
Carol Pineda Kando, Counsel in the Federal Trade Commission’s Division of Consumer and Business 
Education, discusses ways to avoid online scams and pitfalls you may encounter while shopping 
online for the holidays. Learn how to make wise buys online; get tips for using gift cards and mobile 
payment apps; and how to avoid phishing, travel, charity, and other scams, including the Google 
Voice scam. Hosted by the New York Public Library. Register at 
nypl.org/events/programs/2022/12/07/jingle-sells-being-savvy-consumer-over-holidays.  
 
 
 
December 7     2 — 3:30 pm  

(virtual) Green Infrastructure Grant Program Fall Workshop 
(free) Join the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at a virtual workshop on the Green 
Infrastructure Grant Program. Attendees will learn about funding available for green roof retrofits on 
private property, eligibility requirements, and how to apply. To learn more about the Green 
Infrastructure Grant Program, visit nyc.gov/dep/gigrantprogram. You can register for the event at 
eventbrite.com/e/green-infrastructure-grant-program-fall-workshop-tickets-463910106617.  

 
 
 
 
December 7   2pm  Willy Wonka & The Chocolate Factory (1971) 
December 10   2pm  Willy Wonka & The Chocolate Factory (1971) 

(in person) New York Public Library Reel to Read Movies 
The page meets the screen at Reel to Read, a curated series of independent and classic cinema, 
hand-picked by librarians, local authors, and film experts, include a Recommended Reads list based 
on the movie. Fully accessible, assistive listening and ASL. Registration required. 
at Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (SNFL) 
Room 303 
455 Fifth Avenue (40th Street) 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetFifFvqeCTR6E3EiSwsZDdqm1EwrsAPHwnKYzRHJbg2Qcow/viewform
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/12/07/jingle-sells-being-savvy-consumer-over-holidays
http://nyc.gov/dep/gigrantprogram
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/green-infrastructure-grant-program-fall-workshop-tickets-463910106617
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/12/07/reel-read-movies-willy-wonka-chocolate-factory-1971
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/12/10/reel-read-movies-willy-wonka-chocolate-factory-1971
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nypl.org/locations/snfl  
 
 
 
through December 7 

Medicare Open Enrollment (and related events) 
Compare plans, check your doctors and prescription drug coverage at medicare.gov. When 
comparing plans, look at the estimated "Yearly Drug & Premium Cost." A plan with the lowest 
premium may not always provide the lowest total cost to you. 
 
Source: AARP email of September 19, 2022 
Here are a few things to help you understand the open enrollment choices: 
• Open Enrollment runs from October 15 – December 7 each year. It’s when you can join, switch 

or drop a plan. 

• Your new coverage will begin on January 1 (as long as the plan receives your request by 

December 7). 

• You can join a new Medicare Advantage Plan or stand-alone Medicare Prescription Drug Plan 

(Part D). 

• You can also switch between Original Medicare with or without a Part D plan and Medicare 

Advantage. 

 
Beware of Medicare Scams 
During the Open Enrollment period, it is critical to beware of Medicare fraudsters looking to steal 
seniors’ valuable personal information. Here are some of the more prevalent scams seniors should 
be on the lookout for: 

• Scammers claim they work with Medicare, are an “official Medicare agent” or “represent 

Medicare” 

• There are no Medicare representatives and Medicare will never cold-call you 

• Scammers say you must join a Medicare prescription plan (also known as Part D). It is 

voluntary to join a Medicare prescription drug plan. 

• Scammers ask for personal information, such as your Medicare number, Social Security 

number and/or bank information.  

• Scammers threaten or pressure you to enroll in their plan. You have the entire open 

enrollment period to decide, until December 7. And you can enroll on 

https://www.medicare.gov.  

• Scammers may offer you gifts to enroll in their plan – it’s illegal 

 
 
 
through January 31, 2023 

Healthcare Marketplace Coverage in 2023—Open Enrollment 
Official NYS healthcare marketplace: https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov. 1-855-355-5777, TTY: 1-800-
662-1220, Monday - Friday, 8am — 8pm,  Saturday, 9am — 1pm. 
During the Open Enrollment Period, you can enroll for health insurance through the individual 
marketplace, as well as make changes to your current health insurance coverage in 2023. Cost-

https://www.nypl.org/locations/snfl
https://www.medicare.gov/
https://www.medicare.gov/
https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/
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sharing subsidies are available for eligible policy holders to help make the cost of health insurance 
more affordable. Please note that if you already have a health insurance policy through the 
individual marketplace and want to make a change, you can do so on or after November 16th. 2023 
health insurance plan details are now available. If you would like to consult with a trained 
representative about plan options or subsidies at no charge prior to selecting your health insurance 
plan, Navigator Sites are an excellent resource. The following is the contact information for a local 
Navigator Site: 
Community Service Society of New York, Phone: 888-614-5400. Please make sure to call and 
schedule an appointment before January 31st to ensure health care coverage in 2023. You will need 
to sign up for a health insurance policy by December 15th in order for it to take effect January 1, 
2023. 

 
 
 
December 7    7pm 
December 10   4pm 

The Nordic & Baltic Oscar Contenders series at Scandinavia House  
Screenings of films chosen by the Nordic & Baltic countries to compete for the Oscar nomination 
for the Best International Feature Film! $13 (free for ASF Members)  
November 30. Estonia’s official nomination for the 95th Academy Awards, Kalev (dir. Ove Musting, 
Estonia, 2022), as well as the Estonian short film Sierra, submitted for this year’s Best Animated 
Short Film. Director Ove Musting will be present for a film talk and Q&A following the event. Learn 
more and purchase tickets at scandinaviahouse.org/events/kalev.  
December 2. Norway’s official nomination for the 95th Academy Awards, War Sailor (dir. Gunnar 
Vikene, Norway, 2022). Director Gunnar Vikene will be present for a film talk and Q&A after the 
event. Learn more and purchase tickets at scandinaviahouse.org/events/war-sailor.  
December 7. Cairo Conspiracy (dir. Tarik Saleh, Sweden/France/Finland/Denmark, 2022). Director 
Tarik Saleh will be present for a film talk and Q&A after the event. Learn more and purchase tickets 
at scandinaviahouse.org/events/cairo-conspiracy.  
December 10. Denmark’s official nomination for the 95th Academy Awards, Holy Spider (dir. Ali 
Abbasi, Denmark/Germany/Sweden/France, 2022). Learn more and purchase tickets at 
scandinaviahouse.org/events/holy-spider-oscars-2022.  
at Scandinavia House  
Victor Borge Hall 
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street) 
212-779-3587 

 
 
 
December 7    6:30  - 7:30pm 

(hybrid) In-Person Live series—Noah Baumbach with Reggie Ugwu: White Noise 
(free) The director screens clips from his latest film and discusses adapting the notoriously 
unfilmable Don DeLillo novel. Noah Baumbach is at least the third director to attempt to bring Don 
DeLillo’s National Book Award–winning novel White Noise to the screen. A family drama about mass 
culture and the numbing effects of technology, White Noise was published in 1985 and remains one 
of DeLillo’s best-loved books. Baumbach speaks with Reggie Ugwu from The New York Times about 
White Noise’s unfilmable reputation, and how he brought it to the screen. Presented by the New York 
Public Library. Learn more and register at showclix.com/event/whitenoise. To join the event in-

https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/kalev
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/war-sailor
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/cairo-conspiracy
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/holy-spider-oscars-2022
https://www.showclix.com/event/whitenoise
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person: doors will open 30 minutes before the program begins. For free events, the NYPL generally 
overbooks to ensure a full house. Priority will be given to those who have registered in advance, but 
registration does not guarantee admission. 
(in person) at New York Public Library Stephen A. Schwarzman Building 
476 Fifth Avenue (42nd Street) 
 

 
 
 
 
December 8   12pm 

(virtual) Cyber Safety, ID Theft Prevention , and Cyber-Smart Holiday Shopping 
Online usage and self-isolation have taken center stage during these unprecedented times. Now, 
more than ever, you must be an educated, cyber-savvy consumer. As we navigate the holiday 
shopping season, are you thinking about cyber safety and security in your daily choices? ID theft 
remains one of the most common crimes to strike consumers – even conscientious consumers. It's 
continually taking on new forms that may be more difficult to detect and correct. Before falling prey 
to such cyber-scams and losing that holiday cheer, educate yourself, look for the red flags and know 
what to avoid. Brian Rauer explains the key steps to take to minimize the damage if you become a 
victim. Hosted by the New York Public Library. Register at 
nypl.org/events/programs/2022/12/08/cyber-safety-id-theft-prevention-and-cyber-smart-holiday-
shopping.  
 
 
 
December 8    1pm 

(virtual) How to Trademark Your Business Brand 
(free) Is your brand name, slogan and logo safe from being stolen? Do you know if your brand name, 
slogan or logo is unique and isn’t used by another business? Trademarking and registering your 
brand identifiers can protect them legally and keep you from using names, symbols and phrases that 
are already claimed. In this webinar, our expert presenter will explain what all entrepreneurs, small 
businesses, and start-ups need to know about trademarks. You’ll learn: What is a trademark, and 
what can you trademark, The benefits of federal trademark registration, How to select a trademark 
that is both federally registrable and legally protectable. Presenter: Jason Lott. Jason Lott is the 
Managing Attorney for Trademarks Customer Outreach at the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO), where he specializes in helping small business owners understand trademarks and 
the federal trademark registration process. He also presents to experienced practitioners on 
advanced trademark topics, providing them the tools and expertise to better serve their clients. Learn 
more and register.  
 
 
 
 
December 8   6:30pm 

(hybrid) Reimagining the Purpose and Function of Jail 
(free) How can more humane jails impact people held behind bars and society at large, and what 
are some successful examples? This panel — including jail and prison administrators — discusses 
what a functioning jail system can look like when oriented toward providing programs and 

https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/12/08/cyber-safety-id-theft-prevention-and-cyber-smart-holiday-shopping
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/12/08/cyber-safety-id-theft-prevention-and-cyber-smart-holiday-shopping
https://readytalk.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1578718&tp_key=6f2c9c88b0&sti
https://readytalk.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1578718&tp_key=6f2c9c88b0&sti
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meaningful supports to prevent and reduce crime. Featuring: Leann K. Bertsch, senior vice president 
of corrections at Management and Training Corporation, former director of the North Dakota 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation; Luis Quinones, CUNY alumnus, former member and 
mentor at the Institute for Justice and Opportunity, and program manager for elder services at 
Correctional Health Services, NYC Health + Hospitals; Stanley Richards, deputy chief executive 
officer of the Fortune Society; John Wetzel, former Pennsylvania secretary of corrections; and 
others. Moderated by Julio Medina, founder, executive director, and CEO of Exodus Transitional 
Community. Presented with the CUNY Institute for State & Local Governance. Learn more and 
register at gc.cuny.edu/events/jail-reform-safety-and-justice-nyc-reimagining-purpose-and-function-
jail. Visitors to the Graduate Center must provide proof that they are fully vaccinated against COVID-
19 or have had a negative COVID-19 molecular (PCR) test performed by an accredited lab taken no 
more than seven days prior to the visit. 
at CUNY Graduate Center 
Skylight Room (9th Floor) 
365 Fifth Avenue (34th Street) 
+1-877-428-6942 
+1-212-817-7000 

 
 

 

 
 
December 8   7:30pm 

The Doctors Orchestral Society of New York Winter Concert 
Free, donations welcome. doctorsorchestra.org.  
Program: 
Dvorak Symphony 8 
Bach Double Violin Concerto 
Wagner Tannhauser Overture 
Special venue for this performance: 
at High School of the Fashion Industries 
225 West 24th Street 

 
 

https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/jail-reform-safety-and-justice-nyc-reimagining-purpose-and-function-jail
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/jail-reform-safety-and-justice-nyc-reimagining-purpose-and-function-jail
https://www.doctorsorchestra.org/
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December 9    1pm 

Opening Ceremony for Dog Run at New Wave Pier 
There is now a dog run located on the East River Esplanade between East 38th and East 39th 
Streets. CB6, who passed a resolution in support of the then-proposed dog run, is glad about this 
new presence in the community. The Alliance for Kips Bay and Council Member Keith Powers 
spearheaded advocacy, organization efforts (and funding) for the new dog run. 
 
 
 
 
December 12   6:30 - 7:30pm 

(hybrid) Robert Caro, Robert Gottlieb, and Lizzie Gottlieb: Turn Every Page 

(free) The legendary writer and his legendary editor come together with their filmmaker to discuss 
their fifty-year relationship, the subject of the new documentary, Turn Every Page—The Adventures of 
Robert Caro and Robert Gottlieb. In the early 1970s, Robert Caro was working in the Allen Room at 
The New York Public Library trying to finish The Power Broker, a portrait of New York City under the 
hands of Robert Moses. At the same time he was also starting his working relationship with editor 
Robert Gottlieb, a relationship that has spanned over fifty years and every single one of Caro’s 
books. Turn Every Page—The Adventures of Robert Caro and Robert Gottlieb will be released in 
theaters beginning December 30 by Sony Pictures Classics. Learn more and register at 
showclix.com/event/turneverypage. To join the event in-person: doors will open 30 minutes before 
the program begins. For free events, the NYPL generally overbooks to ensure a full house. Priority 
will be given to those who have registered in advance, but registration does not guarantee 
admission. 
(in person) at New York Public Library Stephen A. Schwarzman Building 
476 Fifth Avenue (42nd Street) 
 
 
 
 
 
December 16    7:30pm 

“Wonderful Christmastime” Down Town Glee Club Concert 
2022 Winter Concert celebrating the 80th birthday of Sir Paul McCartney and songs of the season. 
The Club’s Youth Group will join The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd for both solo and 
collaborative songs. And join them immediately afterward for a complimentary champagne (or soft 
drinks) reception provided by the Club. Tickets: $20 at the door. Pre-purchase tickets at $10 online 
at universe.com/events/paul-mccartneys-wonderful-christmastime-tickets-9SK386.  
at The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 
240 East 31st Street (just west of 2nd Avenue) 
 
 

https://www.showclix.com/event/turneverypage
https://www.universe.com/events/paul-mccartneys-wonderful-christmastime-tickets-9SK386
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through December 31 
(virtual) SUNSHINE • SHADOWS featuring the work of Gallery35 fiber artist 
Jody Leight 
(free) Gallery35 presents its second exhibit in a series focusing on CONTRAST in art. SUNSHINE • 
SHADOWS, a solo exhibit, features the work of Gallery35 fiber artist Jody Leight. In traditional 
quilting, the phrase “Sunshine and Shadows” refers to arrangements of quilt blocks creating a 
strong contrast of light and dark colors, often used in wedding quilts to reflect the ups and downs of 
marriage. The exhibit includes several quilting and embroidery styles and techniques. Experience 
the exhibit at gallery35nyc.com/2022/10/29/2nd-in-our-contrast-series-a-gallery35-solo-exhibit. 
Gallery35 
24 East 35th Street (offices only) 
New York, NY 10016 
917-566-0708   
gallery35ny@gmail.com  
gallery35nyc.com  
 
 

 
 

Changes in the neighborhood 
 

 
A Tufted Titmouse (Kathleen Culliton/Patch) 

 

http://gallery35nyc.com/2022/10/29/2nd-in-our-contrast-series-a-gallery35-solo-exhibit
mailto:gallery35ny@gmail.com
http://gallery35nyc.com/
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Tufted Titmouse Takeover: NYC Is For The Birds 
November 30, 2022, by Matt Troutman 
Experts say Tufted Titmice usually travel in pairs…An onslaught of tiny, crested birds with big voices 
has hit New York this season with a flock of sightings on city balconies, fire escapes and feeders, 
according to an apt source of avian news: Twitter…Tufted Titmice used to be a rare sight in New 
York City before 1950, according to Brooklyn Botanic Garden's website. But the climate change and a 
boom in home feeders allowed the Tufted Titmouse to expand its range, the website states. Now, it's 
a year-round resident of all five boroughs and is a common sight around feeders. 
[Editor’s note: I’ve spotted them several times this year on our terrace in Murray Hill, and last year in 
Bryant Park.] 
 
  
 
 
[Editor’s note: How many times I’ve passed the 175-year old First Moravian Church on the way to 
shop at Kalustyan’s! The Old Print Shop was also on that block, now relocated in Nomad. When a 
building is not landmarked, and the developer is not asking for a zoning variance, i.e. they are 
developing the site “as of right,” there is not much a community can do to prevent a development 
from moving forward.]  
 

 
First Moravian Church, 154 Lexington Avenue (30th Street), photo by Eden, Janine and Jim on Flickr 

 

175-year-old church in Manhattan’s Rose Hill neighborhood to be 
demolished 

November 29, 2022, 6sqft.com, by Aaron Ginsburg 
A historic church that has resided in Manhattan for more than 175 years is set to be demolished, as 
first reported by Crain’s New York. Located at 154 Lexington Avenue in Nomad, the First Moravian 
Church served as an important meeting space for patriotic societies and women’s groups and played 
a critical role in welcoming Armenian immigrants to New York City. An application was filed this 
month for an 11-story mixed-use building at the site, according to city records…As Crain’s reports, 
the developer plans to demolish three properties adjacent to the church, including a two-family home 
at 130 East 30th Street, a four-family home with retail space at 152 Lexington Avenue, and another 
four-family home at 150 Lexington Avenue…After the end of the Civil War in 1866, the congregation 
met for three years in a home on 29th Street. The current residence was acquired by the church in 

https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/ihtoj/tufted-titmouse-takeover-nyc-is-for-the-birds
https://www.6sqft.com/175-year-old-church-in-manhattans-rose-hill-neighborhood-to-be-demolished
https://www.6sqft.com/175-year-old-church-in-manhattans-rose-hill-neighborhood-to-be-demolished
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1869 and was originally built in 1849…During the 1860s and 70s, the church was a meeting place for 
women’s groups and patriotic societies, and later as a safe haven for Armenian immigrants arriving 
in NYC, according to the historical building blog Daytonian in Manhattan. 
 
 
 

Kudos! Community Board 6 helps resolve issues with noise and outdoor 
restaurant seating 
Source: CB6 December 2022 newsletter 
Over the summer, a constituent reached out to the CB6 Office about an establishment in our district 
that was a noisy neighbor and had several issues with their outdoor seating. 
 
With the noise complaints, the establishment was hosting a band that was playing loud music on the 
sidewalk in front of the restaurant. In addition, the restaurant placed speakers next to their outdoor 
dining setup through which they played music until hours as late as 11pm. To address this matter, 
CB6 reached out to the local precinct to follow up about the noise complaints. The local precinct 
assured us that they had issued summonses and were coordinating with other city agencies. After 
we continued to hear reports of excessive noise, we reached out directly to the establishment. The 
establishment was responsive and informed CB6 that they stopped the music and ceased use of the 
outdoor speakers.  
 
With the outdoor dining complaints, the CB6 Office reached out to the Department of Transportation 
(DOT) to see if the establishment had recently been inspected. DOT informed us that the 
establishment had been inspected a little over a week before and that DOT found the 
establishment's roadway and sidewalk seating to not be in compliance with the Open Restaurants 
program. As a result, the establishment was issued a Cease and Desist order. Although the 
establishment said they were working to correct the issues, our office continued to hear reports that 
their outdoor dining was not in compliance. After following up the Department of Transportation, the 
agency informed us that the establishment was issued a termination letter, which effectively ordered 
them to remove all their structures. A few weeks later, the outdoor dining sheds were removed.  
 
CB6 is here to help. If you need help with a service request issue, please fill out our Get Help form, 
email help@cbsix.org,  or call 212-319-3750. 
 
 
 

Soloviev bets long-dormant Midtown East site in casino sweepstakes 
Scion to pitch hotel, entertainment complex 20 years after Sheldon Solow acquired site 
November 21, 2022, TRD staff New York 
Stefan Soloviev is the latest to gamble on New York’s casino sweepstakes, proposing to develop on 
a site acquired by his father several decades ago. Soloviev, heir to Sheldon Solow’s real estate 
empire, intends to apply for a casino license for a site south of the United Nations on the east side of 
Manhattan, Bloomberg reported. The six-acre site spans multiple parcels — primarily between 38th 
and 41st streets east of First Avenue…Solow and his partners acquired the property in 2000 for $600 
million. The developers planned a $4 billion project including more than 4,000 apartments and a 700-
foot office tower. But the financial crisis stymied the project, leading Solow to sell one parcel and 
develop another. Six acres of undeveloped land remain for a possible casino complex. Soloviev’s 
pitch to secure one of three licenses for full-service casinos in New York City includes a 1,000-room 

http://daytoninmanhattan.blogspot.com/2010/12/1851-first-moravian-church-154.html
https://mailchi.mp/cbsix/april-2021-newsletter-4859290
mailto:help@cbsix.org
https://therealdeal.com/2022/11/21/soloviev-bets-long-dormant-midtown-east-site-in-casino-sweepstakes/
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hotel and four-acre park. The proposal are a Ferris wheel and a museum centered around 
democracy. 
 
 
 

 
KPF To Redesign Stalled Office Skyscraper At 3 West 29th Street In NoMad, 
Manhattan 
November 25, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Machael Young & Matt Pruznick 
The final building on YIMBY’s Turkey Week rundown of stalled projects is 3 West 29th Street, a 34-
story commercial skyscraper in NoMad. Originally designed by Bjarke Ingels Group and developed by 
HFZ Capital Group, the structure was planned to rise 551 feet tall and yield 600,000 square feet of 
office space, but work has failed to progress beyond the early stages of excavation. Pavarini 
McGovern is the general contractor for the property, which is located between Fifth and Sixth 
Avenues. Excavation was getting underway at the time of our last update in 2020, but work stalled 
shortly thereafter. Since then, an undisclosed developer took over from HFZ and brought Kohn 
Pedersen Fox on to redesign the tower. No new renderings have been released. 
 
 
 
 

Developers Close On $150M Loan To Complete Renovations At 295 Fifth 
Avenue In Midtown, Manhattan 
November 25, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris   
Tribeca Investment Group, Meadow Partners, and PGIM Real Estate have secured $150 million in 
construction financing to complete a commercial modernization project at 295 Fifth Avenue 
[between 30th & 31st Street] in Midtown, Manhattan. Construction recently completed on a 
penthouse addition, bringing the structure to 19 stories and 710,000 square feet. 
 
 
 

Murray Hill in the news (and Kips Bay) 
 

Steve Croman: I was duped by predatory lender (paywall) 

December 1, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Suzannah Cavanaugh, research By Jay Young 
In bankruptcy court, notorious landlord claims victimhood. Notorious landlord Steve Croman sought 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy Wednesday for four buildings in Kips Bay, calling himself a “victim of 
predatory lending practices” by Maverick Real Estate Partners. The court filing stops, for the 
moment, Maverick’s attempt to foreclose on the East Side properties...The bane of countless New 
York City tenants — and some lenders…who did jail time for defrauding commercial real estate 
banks, needs bankruptcy protection for 208-214 East 25th Street, his lawyers claim, because he fell 
“victim to predatory lending practices.” Maverick Real Estate Partners had moved to foreclose on the 
portfolio when Croman fell behind on debt payments last summer...FIA Capital Partners’ David 
Goldwasser, the chief restructuring officer on the bankruptcy, offers Croman’s side of the story... 
BankUnited attempted to collect from Croman’s account and came up more than $16,000 short, the 
filing explains. Goldwasser claims Croman wasn’t notified of the problem...the bank accelerated the 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/11/kpf-to-redesign-stalled-office-skyscraper-at-3-west-29th-street-in-nomad-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/11/kpf-to-redesign-stalled-office-skyscraper-at-3-west-29th-street-in-nomad-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/11/developers-close-on-150m-loan-to-complete-renovations-at-295-fifth-avenue-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/11/developers-close-on-150m-loan-to-complete-renovations-at-295-fifth-avenue-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://therealdeal.com/2022/12/01/steve-croman-i-was-duped-by-predatory-lender/


 
 

35 
 

debt and sold it to a limited liability company associated with Maverick...In the bankruptcy filing, 
Goldwasser claims Croman tried to get back in good standing with Maverick...Croman’s bankruptcy 
buys him time to blunt Maverick’s attempt to foreclose on the East 25th Street buildings. 
 
 
 

Schools and students 
 

Cuts to NYC schools will stand after appeals court overturns budget redo 
November 22, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Reema Amin 

 
 
 
January 20 (submission deadline) 
StudentCam, C-SPAN’s national video documentary competition  
To encourage students to think critically about issues, is asking students in grades 6-12 to create a 
5-6 minute video documentary on a topic that relates to the competition theme, "If you were a newly 
elected member of Congress, which issue would be your first priority and why?" The submission 
deadline for all entries is Friday, 1/20/23. Cash prizes total $100,000, awarded to the top 150 student 
documentaries (First prize is $5,000). Teacher advisers on the top 50 winning videos also receive a 
cash award. Learn more at studentcam.org.  
 
 

 

Policing 

 

Weekly crime reports  
 

17th precinct 

www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf  
 

13th Precinct 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf 
 
 
 

New York City to Remove Mentally Ill People From Streets Against Their Will 
November 29, 2022, updated November 30, 2022, nytimes.com, by Andy Newman and Emma G. 
Fitzsimmons 
Mayor Eric Adams directed the police and emergency medical workers to hospitalize people they 
deemed too mentally ill to care for themselves, even if they posed no threat to others. Acting to 
address “a crisis we see all around us” toward the end of a year that has seen a string of high-profile 
crimes involving homeless people, Mayor Eric Adams announced a major push on Tuesday to 

https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2022/11/22/23473827/nyc-schools-budget-cuts-lawsuit-appeals-decision-city-council-adams-banks
http://studentcam.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/29/nyregion/nyc-mentally-ill-involuntary-custody.html
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remove people with severe, untreated mental illness from the city’s streets and subways. Mr. Adams, 
who has made clearing homeless encampments a priority since taking office in January, said the 
effort would require involuntarily hospitalizing people who were a danger to themselves, even if they 
posed no risk of harm to others, arguing the city had a “moral obligation” to help them. The mayor’s 
announcement comes at a heated moment in the national debate about rising crime and the role of 
the police…Republicans, as well as tough-on-crime Democrats like Mr. Adams, a former police 
captain, have argued that growing disorder calls for more aggressive measures. Left-leaning 
advocates and officials who dominate New York politics say that deploying the police as auxiliary 
social workers may do more harm than good...Officials in New York said the city would roll out 
training immediately to police officers, Emergency Medical Services staff and other medical 
personnel to “ensure compassionate care.” But the city’s new directive on the policy acknowledges 
that “case law does not provide extensive guidance regarding removals for mental health 
evaluations"... Frequently, homeless people with severe mental illness are brought to hospitals, only 
to be discharged a few days later when their conditions improve slightly. Mr. Adams said the city 
would direct hospitals to keep those patients until they are stable and discharge them only when 
there is a workable plan in place to connect them to ongoing care. 
 

Related: Audit: Quarter of NYC shelter residents with serious mental illness 
don’t receive proper placement 
December 1, 2022, gothamist.com, by Chau Lam 
One in four homeless shelter residents with serious mental illness were placed in city shelters that 
were not equipped to give them the help they needed…Of the 3,022 homeless people diagnosed with 
serious mental illness, auditors found that 795 individuals were sent to live in shelters that did not 
have mental health specialists on site…And about half of 1,061 individuals with substance or alcohol 
abuse issues were placed in shelters that don’t meet their needs. 
 
Comptroller Di Napoli’s audit: New York City Department of Social Services: Oversight of Shelter 
Placements, Report 2021-N-5 December 2022 
 

Related: Is the NYPD ready for new role in dealing with people in mental health 
crisis? 
December 3, 2022, gothamist.com, by Samantha Max 
As new guidance from Mayor Eric Adams’ office gives law enforcement more power to take people 
to the hospital against their will, experts, advocates and the city’s largest police union worry officers 
are unprepared for the task… Police were already allowed to force someone to go to the hospital for 
a psychological assessment if they believed the person posed a threat of serious harm — a policy 
that results in hundreds of civilian complaints each year. Under the new directive, announced by 
Adams on Tuesday, the definition of “serious harm” has grown to include people who clinicians or 
police believe are unable to meet their own “basic human needs.”… The Police Benevolent 
Association, which represents rank-and-file officers, urged the city to provide “extremely clear 
guidance and training.”…The policy change comes at a time of heightened fears about public safety 
as the city grapples with a pandemic-era crime surge. While shootings and homicides are down this 
year and overall crime levels are far below the last century’s historic highs, police data show transit 
crime and most other major felonies are up. Several high-profile random acts of violence involving 
people seemingly in the throes of mental crisis…have stoked fears and increased pressure for 
Adams to take action…The NYPD patrol guide currently instructs officers to use “crisis 
communication techniques” to try to convince people to go to the hospital voluntarily. The policy 

https://gothamist.com/news/audit-quarter-of-nyc-shelter-residents-with-serious-mental-illness-dont-receive-proper-placement
https://gothamist.com/news/audit-quarter-of-nyc-shelter-residents-with-serious-mental-illness-dont-receive-proper-placement
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/files/state-agencies/audits/pdf/sga-2023-21n5.pdf
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/files/state-agencies/audits/pdf/sga-2023-21n5.pdf
https://gothamist.com/news/is-the-nypd-ready-for-new-role-in-dealing-with-people-in-mental-health-crisis
https://gothamist.com/news/is-the-nypd-ready-for-new-role-in-dealing-with-people-in-mental-health-crisis
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tells officers to slow down encounters with people experiencing a mental health crisis, so that they 
have time to de-escalate the situation…Force is only supposed to be used “when it is reasonable to 
prevent serious physical injury or death.”… More than 3,100 complaints have been filed against 
officers who forcibly transported someone to the hospital — or threatened to — in the last five years… 
Bronx Defenders Executive Director Justine Olderman called the directive “short-sighted” and an 
outdated approach to address people’s fears of crime…Keli Young…[who] works closely with people 
experiencing homelessness and mental health complexities as a campaign coordinator for VOCAL-
NY] worries this policy will have the opposite of its intended effect…Young wants people to get the 
treatment they need, but she doesn’t think coercion is the right approach. Instead of asking police to 
force people to go to the hospital, she thinks the city should invest in long-term solutions, like 
affordable housing and community-based health care. Otherwise, she said, people will continue to 
cycle in and out of the system. 
 

Related: Despite State Budget Funding, Little Progress Bringing Psychiatric 
Beds Back Into Service 

November 28, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth 
New York State has made little progress bringing 1,000 shuttered psychiatric beds back into service 
after they were closed during the covid pandemic…In the April budget, Hochul and the Legislature 
allocated $27.5 million in state funding, matched by federal dollars, to restore the roughly 1,050 
psychiatric beds shifted at the height of the pandemic when hospitals scrambled to make room for 
the swell of COVID-19 patients. Since then, only about 200 psychiatric beds have come back into use, 
according to the state Office of Mental Health (OMH)…OMH did not provide a breakdown of where 
the 200 beds are located…The $55 million total state and federal allocation would fund higher 
Medicaid reimbursement rates for psychiatric beds that would bring them to the same levels as 
general medical beds…But the higher reimbursement rates require federal approval, which is still 
pending…As of October, the state had not issued a request for proposals to initiate the supportive 
housing development, which includes services to support formerly-homeless individuals…The state 
was also slow to complete the rollout of Hochul's Safe Option Support outreach teams, part of her 
first subway safety announcement with Adams in January…[James Plastiras, a spokesperson for the 
state’s Office of Mental Health] told Gotham Gazette the teams have enrolled 500 individuals in 
some kind of service…"Community-based mental health care providers continue to be impacted by 
the nationwide shortage of healthcare workers…” said New York State Office of Mental Health 
Commissioner Dr. Ann Sullivan…In October, [Hochul] joined Adams, and the heads of OMH, the MTA, 
and the NYPD to announce another phase in their subway safety strategy that she dubbed, "Cops, 
Cameras, and Care." The plan included dispatching 1,200 more police officers to subways, installing 
surveillance cameras in every subway car, and opening up 50 new psychiatric beds, dedicated to 
homeless individuals with severe mental illnesses…The 50 psychiatric beds are separate from the 
1,000 accounted for in the state budget, funded with $10 million from the state's general fund…The 
first of two new 25-bed "Transition to Home" units opened on November 1 at the Manhattan 
Psychiatric Center, according to OMH [Office of Mental Health]. The office also plans to seek 
contract bids for a $7.3 million residential step-down program that will offer short-term housing with 
services to help individuals transition to more independent living…At the time of the announcement, 
Adams said the NYPD had removed 1,500 "emotionally disturbed persons" from the subway during 
the calendar year "to prevent some form of incident from taking place." It is unclear whether those 
individuals were charged with a crime or where they ended up. 
 
 
 

https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/11696-ny-state-budget-little-progress-psychiatric-beds-hochul-adams
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/11696-ny-state-budget-little-progress-psychiatric-beds-hochul-adams
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Housing, zoning, preservation & affordability 

 

NYC opens new mega shelter in Midtown for migrant families 
November 29, 2022, nypost.com, by Nolan Hicks and Bernadette Hogan 
City Hall is opening a new mega shelter in Midtown that can hold some 600 migrants from the 
southern border — even as the flow of buses has slowed to a trickle, city officials said Tuesday. The 
new facility at the Stewart Hotel on Seventh Avenue [371 Seventh Avenue at 31st Street, catty corner 
from Madison Square Garden/Penn Station] will be run by the city’s Health and Hospitals 
Corporation and Office of Emergency Management. It will replace the 300-room shelter and migrant 
welcome center that is already in the building and being operated by the Department of Homeless 
Services.  It’s slated to open sometime between Dec. 5 and Dec. 11…This new facility will be the 
fourth mega-shelter opened inside a hotel to house the recent arrivals from the southern border, 
many of whom are seeking refugee status after fleeing the violence and chaos in Venezuela. The 
other three emergency sites — known as HERRCs [Humanitarian Emergency Response and Relief 
Centers] — are located at The Row NYC Hotel [700 8th Avenue, between 44th & 45th Street, Times 
Square], The Watson Hotel [440 W 57th Street, between 9th & 10th Avenue] and The Wolcott Hotel [4 
West 31st Street, between 5th Avenue & Broadway]. 
 
 
 

Mayor Seeks to Modernize NYC's Zoning Rules 
Source: Community Board 6 December 2022 newsletter 
The Mayor's City of Yes initiative seeks to modernize and rationalize zoning rules to help the City 
recover more quickly from the pandemic, to create a greener city, to support small business growth, 
and to incentivize the creation of housing, at all levels, in all New York City neighborhoods. There are 
three proposed zoning text amendments that would be part of this initiative: 
 
Zoning for Zero Carbon aims to modernize the zoning regulations in support of the City’s climate 
goals. The changes would focus on supporting a renewable energy grid, making our buildings clean 
and efficient, support for electric vehicle charging and micro-mobility options, and reducing waste 
and stormwater. 
 
Zoning for Economic Opportunity is focused on providing small businesses with the flexibility 
needed to for them to change and grow, especially as the city recovers from COVID-19. The 
proposals would remove unnecessary and outdated limitations on small businesses and ensure that 
our storefronts are occupied, and our neighborhoods remain lively spaces. 
 
Zoning for Housing Opportunity is a direct response to our City’s housing crisis. This seeks to 
ensure that every neighborhood does its part to help meet housing needs and provide equitable 
access to housing for all New Yorkers. 
 
Learn more about City of Yes at the Department of City Planning’s website 
nyc.gov/site/planning/plans/city-of-yes/city-of-yes-overview.page.  
 
Flyers describing the proposals are directly available at 
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans-studies/city-of-
yes/flyer_city_of_yes_general.pdf.  

https://nypost.com/2022/11/29/nyc-opens-new-migrant-mega-shelter/
https://mailchi.mp/cbsix/april-2021-newsletter-4859290
https://www.nyc.gov/site/planning/plans/city-of-yes/city-of-yes-overview.page
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans-studies/city-of-yes/flyer_city_of_yes_general.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans-studies/city-of-yes/flyer_city_of_yes_general.pdf
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Watch a recording of the first City of Yes Public Information Session here and from the second 
session here.  
 
Listen to CB6's October and November Land Use & Waterfront Committee meetings, at which City of 
Yes was discussed. Contact CB6 at info@cbsix.org, website: cbsix.org if you would like to express 
your views. Be sure to include your name and address and City of Yes with your comments. 
 
 

 
Redistricting 

 

Draft maps for the proposed New York State Assembly Districts have been 
released.  
[Editor’s note: Again the proposed map combines parts of Manhattan East with Queens, rather than 
keeping East Side Manhattan together. Blue outlines the proposed districts; orange outlines the 
existing districts.] 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQmYfv5Kd8Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kb-2A7gsbEU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4LekG8__Ek&t=5152s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teDpfClmSw8&t=450s
mailto:info@cbsix.org
https://cbsix.org/
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New York State Independent Redistricting Commission website nyirc.gov  
NYS draft map nyirc.gov/assembly-plan  
NYS Independent Redistricting Commission Meeting schedule nyirc.gov/meetings 
 
Tuesday, February 7   4pm 
New York County Public Hearing 
Location: Hunter College (CUNY) 
Kaye Playhouse (entrance between 68th Street between Park and Lexington Avenues) New York, 
New York 10065 
Please Note: sign-up for this meeting ends at 4pm February 6.  
 
Thursday, February 16   4pm 
Queens County Public Hearing 
Location: Queens Borough Hall 
Helen Marshall Cultural Center 120-55 Queens Boulevard Kew Gardens, New York 11424 
Please Note: sign-up for this meeting ends at 4pm February 15. 
 
Submit comments, testimony, proposed maps and sign up to attend a meeting at 
nyirc.gov/participate. All written comments submitted to the New York Independent Redistricting 
Commission are public records, and that written comments may be published on the New York State 
Independent Redistricting Commission website. 

 
Related: Five big takeaways from the new Assembly draft map 
December 1, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Shantel Destra   
The state Independent Redistricting Commission is back to work and just released the first draft of 
new Assembly districts...The commission will hold public hearings from Jan. 9 to March 1 across 
the state on the newly drawn map. The deadline for the commission to present a final map to the 
state Legislature is April 28, 2023...As it stands, Assembly districts don’t span the East River to join 
Queens and Manhattan. But the new proposed District 36 would bundle into one seat the Upper East 
Side of Manhattan, Roosevelt Island and the Long Island City and Astoria waterfronts in Queens. It 
would take from portions of retiring Assembly Members Dan Quart and Cathy Nolan’s districts. 
 
 
 
 

Elections, voting & appointments 
 

Richard Gottfried closes the book on more than half a century in office 
November 21, 2022, cityandstateny.com,  by Rebecca C. Lewis 
Assembly Member Richard Gottfried, the longest serving member of the Legislature [52 years], is 
retiring by the end of 2022. 
 
 
 

https://www.nyirc.gov/
https://www.nyirc.gov/assembly-plan
https://www.nyirc.gov/meetings
https://www.nyirc.gov/participate
https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2022/12/heres-newly-drawn-draft-map-assembly/380347/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/personality/2022/11/richard-gottfried-closes-book-more-half-century-office/379951
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Budget, finances & taxes 
 
Source: Council Member Gale Brewer's Update email of December 1, 2022 

Wheels are grinding on property tax reform. The Council Finance Committee met on 11/15/22 

to review the recommendations of the Advisory Commission on Property Tax Reform. Here’s a one-
pager on what the advisory commission recommends council.nyc.gov/gale-brewer/wp-
content/uploads/sites/90/2022/12/PropTaxOne-Pager-Advisory-Commission-
Recommendations.pdf.  
 
 

 
 

Citing looming budget gap, NYC cuts civilian vacant positions by half 
November 21, 2022, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim 
Adams is now ordering most city agencies to eliminate half of its vacant civilian positions as a 
budget-saving measure. 
 
  
 

Government, executive orders, legislation, 
rules, policies (including pending) 
 
FEDERAL 

Landmark same-sex marriage bill wins Senate passage 
November 29, 2022, apnews.com, by Mary Clare Jalonick 
The Senate passed bipartisan legislation Tuesday to protect same-sex marriages, an extraordinary 
sign of shifting national politics on the issue…The bill, which would ensure that same-sex and 
interracial marriages are enshrined in federal law, was approved 61-36 on Tuesday, including support 
from 12 Republicans…Democrats are moving quickly, while the party still holds the majority in both 
chambers of Congress. The legislation now moves to the House for a final vote, likely next week. 
President Joe Biden praised the bipartisan vote and said he will sign the bill “promptly and proudly” if 
it is passed by the House. 
 
 
 
STATE 
Governor Kathy Hochul…signed legislation (S.6522A/A.7363A) to protect patients facing steep 
medical bills that can lead to wage garnishment or liens against their property. Legislation 
(S.6522A/A.7363A) Protects Patients Facing Steep Medical Bills from Certain Penalties Against 
Their Wages or Property.  
 
 

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1002968&GUID=4DFA52CB-138D-480E-BD53-59DEED57B2F9&Options=info%7C&Search=
http://council.nyc.gov/gale-brewer/wp-content/uploads/sites/90/2022/12/PropTaxOne-Pager-Advisory-Commission-Recommendations.pdf
http://council.nyc.gov/gale-brewer/wp-content/uploads/sites/90/2022/12/PropTaxOne-Pager-Advisory-Commission-Recommendations.pdf
http://council.nyc.gov/gale-brewer/wp-content/uploads/sites/90/2022/12/PropTaxOne-Pager-Advisory-Commission-Recommendations.pdf
https://gothamist.com/news/citing-looming-budget-gap-nyc-cuts-civilian-vacant-positions-by-half
https://apnews.com/article/biden-religion-gay-rights-marriage-clarence-thomas-2d09d9213472d04195c64d09644f124c
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Governor Kathy Hochul…signed two pieces of legislation to support hate crime prevention and 
education efforts, building on the administration's efforts to increase funding to protect targets of 
hate crimes and increase surveillance and protection for communities at risk. The first piece of 
legislation requires individuals convicted of hate crimes to, in addition to other penalties, undergo 
mandatory training or counseling in hate crime prevention and education. The second establishes a 
statewide campaign for the acceptance, inclusion, tolerance, and understanding of diversity, 
including, but not limited to diversity based on religion, race, color, creed, sex, ethnicity, national 
origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression. 
 
 

‘Profile in courage’ – Gov. Hochul vetoes dozens of bills now that election is 
over 
November 28, 2022, nypost.com, by Zach Williams 
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul has unleashed a spigot of gubernatorial rejection over the past week 
after going 11 months without vetoing a single standalone bill passed by the state Legislature this 
year. Records show her issuing at least 51 vetoes since the Nov. 8 election…Hochul – who oversaw 
passage of a record-high $220 billion state budget in April – argued in her veto message that such 
legislation cost taxpayers money while drawing resources away from her own administration’s 
priorities. This includes 39 bills aimed at empowering task forces, commissions and state agencies 
to study…issues…Her spokeswoman Hazel Crampton-Hays said Monday, “Gov. Hochul took action to 
save New York taxpayers from $40 million in unbudgeted costs and additional bureaucracy, and she 
will continue her collaborative and productive relationship with the legislature in the upcoming 
session.”… State lawmakers do the bulk of their legislative work in the first six months of the year, 
with governors traditionally waiting until the final weeks of the year to decide the fate of hundreds of 
remaining bills. 
 
 
 
 

NY awards first batch of long-awaited licenses for recreational marijuana 
dispensaries 
November 21, 2022, gothamist.com, by Caroline Lewis 
New York cannabis officials approved the first batch of recreational marijuana dispensary licenses 
at a meeting Monday of the Cannabis Control Board – a long-awaited move that comes more than a 
year-and-a-half after the state legalized the drug for adult use. While New York is already flush with 
illicit vendors, officials have promised the first licensed dispensaries will open before the end of 
2022, less than six weeks away...Of the 28 dispensaries operated by justice-involved applicants, 13 
will be located in New York City...four...in Manhattan...The first batch of licenses were all awarded 
through the state’s Conditional Adult-Use Retail Dispensary (CAURD) program, which aims to give an 
edge to those impacted by marijuana prohibition in order to promote equity within the legal industry. 
The state plans to eventually distribute 150 dispensary licenses through the equity program – though 
63 are currently tied up by a temporary restraining order a federal judge issued earlier this month. 
Some of the newly licensed nonprofits are also headquartered in the five boroughs. New Yorkers 
who have supported Housing Works in the past by purchasing books or used clothing from their 
shops around the city will soon be able to buy weed from the nonprofit as well...The Dormitory 
Authority of the State of New York is still in the process of leasing and renovating retail properties for 
CAURD license holders, so the exact locations of the approved shops have yet to be announced. 

https://nypost.com/2022/11/28/gov-kathy-hochul-vetoes-dozens-of-bills-passed-by-nys-legislature-after-election-win
https://nypost.com/2022/11/28/gov-kathy-hochul-vetoes-dozens-of-bills-passed-by-nys-legislature-after-election-win
https://gothamist.com/news/ny-awards-first-batch-of-long-awaited-licenses-for-recreational-marijuana-dispensaries
https://gothamist.com/news/ny-awards-first-batch-of-long-awaited-licenses-for-recreational-marijuana-dispensaries
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Governor Hochul Announces Initiative to Aid Working Caregivers 
November 28, 2022, press release 
Governor Kathy Hochul…announced an initiative to raise awareness of unpaid working caregivers 
and the statewide resources available to help them…New York State has more than four million 
unpaid caregivers. These are family members, friends or neighbors who provide uncompensated 
care and support to someone else, such as a spouse, an older parent, children, or someone with 
chronic or other medical conditions…AARP estimates that the services provided by unpaid caregivers 
would cost roughly $32 billion annually…Individuals needing support caring for an older adult or 
person with disabilities can contact the NY Connects helpline at 1-800-342-9871 or the NY Connects 
Resources Directory, a trusted resource for free, objective information about long term services and 
supports in New York State. 
 
 
 

New York will instate a two-year moratorium on new fossil fuel-powered 
cryptocurrency mining operations as the state works to balance its economic development 

and climate goals. 
 
 

Lithium-Ion Battery Safety 
[Source: State Senator Liz Krueger’s email of December 2, 2022] 
Last month Sen. Krueger introduced two new bills (S.9597 and S.9596) designed to address the 
proliferation of fires caused by malfunctioning lithium-ion batteries used to power e-bikes, e-
scooters, and other micromobility devices. The bills would prohibit the sale of such batteries unless 
they are tested by a nationally recognized testing laboratory (such as Underwriters Laboratories), 
and would also prohibit the sale of reconditioned or second-use lithium-ion batteries. The New York 
City Council is also considering legislation to address the risks these batteries pose. Reconditioned 
and untested batteries are contributing to a serious threat to the health and safety of New Yorkers in 
their homes and in their jobs, whether it's delivery workers trying to make a living, or residential 
tenants living next to a fly-by-night charging business. When a piece of equipment has the potential 
to cause so much damage, we simply cannot have a wild west approach without any oversight. 
Micromobility devices are here to stay, and their use is continuing to expand, so we must act quickly 
to ensure they are used in a responsible way that doesn't put other people at risk. Over the past year, 
New York City has experienced a rapid increase in lithium-ion battery-related fires, largely associated 
with e-bikes. It has been reported that an e-bike or e-scooter battery causes a fire in the City four 
times a week, on average. As of October 30th, 2022, the FDNY investigated 174 battery-related fires 
this year, which puts the City on track to double the total number of battery related fires from 2021 
(104 fires) and quadruple the number from 2020 (44 fires). 6 New Yorkers have died in fires caused 
by e-bikes this year, and 139 have been injured, including 38 of Sen. Krueger's constituents in a single 
fire in a high-rise apartment in East Midtown. The FDNY has found that some of these battery fires 
have resulted from second-use lithium-ion batteries that contained reassembled used batteries. 
These batteries were not intended to be used in this way, and it is likely that this was a factor in the 
battery combusting. Additionally, there are a lot of non-proprietary batteries available for purchase 
online that claim to be compatible with e-bikes and e-scooters, however little to no information is 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-initiative-aid-working-caregivers
https://www.nyconnects.ny.gov/
https://www.nyconnects.ny.gov/
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available about the safety of these products. S.9597 would require that all batteries sold in New York 
for mobility devices be tested for safety and certified by a nationally recognized laboratory or other 
approved organization, and that such certification be clearly labeled on battery packaging. S.9596 
would ban the sale of second-use lithium ion batteries designed for use in e-bikes and e-scooters. 
Both bills provide for fines reaching up to $1000 per offense. 
 
 
 
[Source: Assembly Member Linda B. Rosenthal, sponsor of the Adult Survivors Act] 

The Adult Survivors Act (ASA)…allow[s] a lookback window for survivors of 
sexual abuse who were 18 or over when the abuse occurred, went into effect on Thanksgiving 

Day, November 24, 2022. The ASA will provide people who were previously time-barred from filing a 
case against their abuser because of an expired statute of limitations, an opportunity to do so. The 
simple act of publicly identifying one's abuser is empowering and has the potential to bring a 
measure of healing. The ASA will also ensure that predators who have hidden behind New York's 
weak laws and short statutes of limitations will finally face justice. And, the passage of the ASA 
signals a long overdue shift in New York's law, a necessary rebalancing of the scales of justice and 
ensures that survivors are protected. Much like…the Child Victims Act, did in 2019, this law provides 
a long-awaited opportunity for survivors to hold their abuser and the institutions that harbored them 
to account. 
 
 
 
 

Governor Hochul Announces legal services program to aid newly arrived 
immigrants in New York City 
November 30, 2022, press release 
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced the launch of three new legal services grants aimed at 
assisting the thousands of immigrants who have arrived in New York City this year. A total of $3 
million will be administered over three years by the New York State Office for New Americans to 
provide immigrants arriving in New York City with free immigration-related legal services and 
assistance with critical application filings and required appearances. 
 
 

Governor Hochul Announces Start of Construction on 339-Mile Champlain 
Hudson Power Express Transmission Line to Bring Clean Energy to New York 
City 
November 30, 2022, press release 
Accelerates Progress to Achieve New York's Goal of 70 Percent of Electricity Statewide from 
Renewable Sources by 2030 on Path to a Zero-Emission Grid…the 339-mile Champlain Hudson 
Power Express transmission line, being developed by Transmission Developers Inc, to deliver reliable 
clean energy from Hydro-Québec in Canada directly to New York City.  
 
 
CITY 

NYC Rules: Taximeter Rate of Fare and Various Surcharges 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-legal-services-program-aid-newly-arrived-immigrants-new-york-city
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-legal-services-program-aid-newly-arrived-immigrants-new-york-city
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-start-construction-339-mile-champlain-hudson-power-express
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-start-construction-339-mile-champlain-hudson-power-express
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-start-construction-339-mile-champlain-hudson-power-express
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Rule Effective Date: 12-19-2022 
The Taxi and Limousine Commission is promulgating amendments to the rules that increase the 
taximeter rate of fare and various surcharges for taxicabs and street hail liveries, create a new 
LaGuardia Airport surcharge and increase the Kennedy Airport flat fare. 
- The initial unit charge is increased from $2.50 to $3.00. 
- The Taxicab Improvement Surcharge and Street Hail Livery Improvement Surcharge is increased 
from $0.30 to $1.00. 
- The additional unit charge is increased from $0.50 to $0.70. 
- The rush hour surcharge is increased from $1.00 to $2.50. 
- The nighttime surcharge is increased from $0.50 to $1.00. 
- The taxi flat fare for trips between Manhattan and Kennedy Airport, and the SHL flat fare for trips 
from Manhattan to Kennedy Airport, is increased from $52.00 to $70.00. 
- The rush hour taxi and SHL flat fare surcharge for Kennedy Airport trips is increased from $4.50 to 
$5.00. 
- A new surcharge of $5.00 is created for all taxi trips to and from LaGuardia Airport, and all SHL trips 
to LaGuardia Airport hailed outside of the Hail Exclusionary Zone. 
- The taxi surcharge for all trips to Newark Airport is increased from $17.50 to $20.00. 
Learn more 
 
 
 

Payment of High Volume For Hire Vehicle Drivers 
Rule Effective Date: 12-19-2022 
The Taxi and Limousine Commission is promulgating amendments to its minimum driver payment 
rules for high-volume for hire services, including increasing the minimum pay amounts to account for 
inflation and increased driver expenses, and changing the way utilization rates are calculated and 
applied. Learn more 
 
 
 

Stories we are following 
 

Broadway Is (Almost) Back As NYC Tourism Hits Post-COVID Highs: Study 
December 1, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman  
Theaters are at 86 percent pre-pandemic attendance, while hotels keep filling up, according to the 
city's Economic Development Corporation. 
Read the full study: NYC EDC, New York City Economic Snapshot, November 2022 
 
 
 

With Penguin Random House Out of the Picture, What Happens to Simon & 
Schuster Now? 
November 22, 2022, vanityfair.com, by Joe Pompeo 
[Simon & Schuster is] number one in most-sold fiction on Amazon and number one on the Times’ 
best-seller list for combined print and e-book fiction...And yet, despite these successes, and 
regardless of its market strength—which will no doubt get an extra jolt from the holiday shopping 

https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/taximeter-rate-of-fare-and-various-surcharges/
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/payment-of-high-volume-for-hire-vehicle-drivers/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/ihw0p/broadway-is-almost-back-as-nyc-tourism-hits-post-covid-highs-study
https://edc.nyc/sites/default/files/2022-12/NYCEDC-NYC-Economic-Snapshot-November-2022-.pdf
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2022/11/penguin-random-house-simon-and-schuster-paramount
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2022/11/penguin-random-house-simon-and-schuster-paramount
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season—S&S is closing out 2022 amid a cloud of uncertainty...a federal judge sided with the 
Department of Justice in its lawsuit to stop the company’s acquisition by America’s largest book 
publisher, Penguin Random House, a deal that would have turned the nation’s Big Five publishing 
houses into the Big Four, giving PRH a 49% share of the marketplace...an SEC filing landed from 
Simon & Schuster’s parent company, Paramount Global: “Paramount terminated the Purchase 
Agreement in accordance with its terms. Penguin Random House is obligated to pay a $200 million 
termination fee to Paramount.” PRH, owned by the German conglomerate Bertelsmann, followed 
with its own statement: “We did everything possible to complete the acquisition. We believe the 
judge’s ruling is wrong and planned to appeal the decision, confident we could make a compelling 
and persuasive argument to reverse the lower court ruling on appeal. However, we have to accept 
Paramount’s decision not to move forward.”...for Paramount Global, which remains firm in its 
determination that S&S is a “non-core asset” and “therefore does not fit strategically within 
Paramount’s broader portfolio” of video-based assets—CBS, Showtime, the former Viacom networks, 
the Paramount+ streaming service, etc...S&S...will remain a “discontinued operation” in Paramount 
Global’s quarterly earnings calculations...there will presumably be interest from “other big publishing 
companies” and “private equity.”...the words private equity are enough to send shivers down the 
spine of any editorially minded person...Whatever the future holds, S&S executives will have plenty to 
toast when they host the company’s holiday party next month. Profits were up 29% year over year for 
the first nine months of 2022, and sales revenue rose 10% during the third quarter. 
 
 

 
[This article is wonderfully produced: experience being tracked for your productivity.] 

The Rise of the Worker Productivity Score 
August 14, 2022, nytimes.com, by Jodi Kantor and Arya Sundaram, Produced by Aliza Aufrichtig and 
Rumsey Taylor 
Across industries and incomes, more employees are being tracked, recorded and ranked. What is 
gained, companies say, is efficiency and accountability. What is lost?...Offline work — doing math 
problems on paper, reading printouts, thinking — didn’t register and required approval as “manual 
time.”...IN LOWER-PAYING JOBS, the monitoring is already ubiquitous: not just at Amazon, where the 
second-by-second measurements became notorious, but also for Kroger cashiers, UPS drivers and 
millions of others. Eight of the 10 largest private U.S. employers track the productivity metrics of 
individual workers...Now digital productivity monitoring is also spreading among white-collar jobs 
and roles that require graduate degrees...But the most urgent complaint, spanning industries and 
incomes, is that the working world’s new clocks are just wrong: inept at capturing offline activity, 
unreliable at assessing hard-to-quantify tasks and prone to undermining the work itself... 
UnitedHealth social workers were marked idle for lack of keyboard activity while counseling patients 
in drug treatment facilities...“We’re in this era of measurement but we don’t know what we should be 
measuring,” said Ryan Fuller, former vice president for workplace intelligence at Microsoft...But 
many employers, along with makers of the tracking technology, say that even if the details need 
refining, the practice has become valuable — and perhaps inevitable...But the march toward ever-
tighter monitoring is also encountering some limits. Some companies have rejected the approach 
outright, and earlier this year, Amazon quietly eased back on the best-known, and most criticized, 
productivity metric in the American workplace. 
 
 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/08/14/business/worker-productivity-tracking.html
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Useful COVID-19 information 
 
New York State and NYC Most of the covid restrictions have been lifted. For information about 
specific NY agencies, check with the agency’s website. Federal guidelines are still in effect. Learn 
more at the links below.  

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergency-
preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines  

U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Guidance for U.S. Citizens 
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html  

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) sba.gov  

New York State Department of Health Covid information coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home.  

New York State Business Pandemic Recovery Initiative. The Empire State Development page with 
information about grants, tax credits, and technical assistance programs for businesses affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more at  esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative.  

New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses) 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.  

New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-
main.page  

The NYC Citywide Information Portal with resource guides for businesses and individuals, including 
COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers  
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov. 
 

 

Vaccinations 

Vaccines are now readily available and are free. The NYC Vaccine Finder tells you everywhere in 
NYC that vaccinations are available and the type of vaccination offered  vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  
 

Vaccination data can be found on www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page.  

 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html
https://www.sba.gov/
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page
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All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Sites run by New York State are free coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there 
will be charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-
testing.page, call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.  

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay - Covid PCR tests 

Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary; wait times are 

unpredictable. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results quickly. 
Test results usually come back in 1-2 days. 
 

At-home rapid test kits are now readily available. Most insurance plans cover 8 free test kits 

per month per person, including Medicare. See your local pharmacist to find out if they and your plan 
are participating.  
 

 
See murrayhillnyc.org for COVID-19 information, article on Coronavirus. 

 

 
The NYC Citywide Information Portal 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers. These resource 
guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and housing, NYCHA residents, and 
more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.  
 
 

 

The MHNA Discount Program 

 
 
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts 
at the links below. 
 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

 

General Discounts 

 

 

Our government representatives 
 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=11542&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
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When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 
 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Member Erik Bottcher, Council District 3:  council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,  
District3@council.nyc.gov. 
 
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-0580, 
KPowers@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Member Julie Menin, Council District 5: council.nyc.gov/julie-menin, 212-788-6865, 
District5@council.nyc.gov.  

NYC Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams (speaker) SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov, 718-206-2068 
council.nyc.gov/district-28.  
 
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine: manhattanbp.nyc.gov,  212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 
Mayor Eric Adams: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page. 

Dan Garodnick, Director, Department of City Planning, 120 Broadway, 31st Floor, New York, NY 
10271, Tel. 212-720-3480, Fax. 212-720-3488, Email via website at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 

https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:District3@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
https://council.nyc.gov/julie-menin
mailto:District5@council.nyc.gov
mailto:SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov
https://council.nyc.gov/district-28
mailto:manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
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NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-
Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 

 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar 
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Kathy Hochul, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  
 
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 
 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press 
releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions.  

 
 

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2022.  

 
 

Read our Privacy Statement 
 

mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
mailto:quartd@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.governor.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
file:///C:/Users/Stanley%20Sheran/Dropbox/MHNA/Newsletter/2020/Weekly%20newsletters/maloney.house.gov
https://maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0
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If you are not a member 
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now 

 
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

 

   

 
You are receiving this email as a member of 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

or because you have signed up to receive our emails. 
To be removed from this list, 

send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org  
with “Remove” in the subject. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/join
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove
http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/MHNAnyc/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org

