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News for Murray Hill… October 3, 2022 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a 
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 

 

 
 

For those who observe Yom Kippur, The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association wishes you an easy fast, and a good and blessed year. 
 
 
 

  
 
The Metropolitan Synagogue of Murray Hill invites you to Yom Kippur 
services at  their vibrant Reform community  
Services which are informal, include beautiful traditional music and will be held at Scandinavia 
House, 58 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016 (between 37th and 38th Street) in Victor Borge Hall, 
located on the lower level. Services are open to the public and guests, but all attendees must RSVP 
before the actual services at inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org. 
 
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) Services 
 
Kol Nidre: Tuesday, October 4 at 7pm 
Morning Services:  Wednesday, October 5 at 10am  
Jazz Musical Piano Meditation: Wednesday, October 5  3:15 - 3:45pm 
Afternoon Services:  Wednesday, October 5 at 3:45pm 
Yizkor Memorial Services & Neilah:  Wednesday, October 5 at 4:45pm 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org
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Membership information and dues for 2022-2023, as well as suggested donations are available on 
the Metropolitan Synagogue website (metropolitansynagogue.org) or call 212-679-8580. Please 
also consider an additional donation pledge (tzedakah) beyond the membership dues to support the 
Metropolitan Synagogue community. 
 
DONATE HERE    
 
Checks can be mailed to the synagogue: 
Metropolitan Synagogue 
P.O. Box 1432 
New York, NY 10276  
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.metropolitansynagogue.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=88YQ6PRXBPFT8&source=url
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=11868&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
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Vendors, donors, performers, volunteers, learn more about participating in the MHNA street 
festival. 

Silent Auction donors (partial listing) 

Flea Market and Book donations for the Fall Festival can be dropped off at 198 Madison Avenue 
(SW corner of 35th and Madison) on Tuesday, October 4 and Thursday, October 13 from 5:30 - 
7:30pm. You can also bring items to the Fall Festival on Saturday, October 15 starting at 9am.  

Walking tours of historic Murray Hill will be offered at 11am, 1pm and 3pm. Tours will be 45 
minutes, tickets $10. Sign up at the Fall Festival's MHNA Preservation & Design table (located at 
36th Street and Park Avenue, southwest corner). 

Contact Ashley at info@murrayhillnyc.org if you have questions. 

 
 
 

Transportation and traffic advisories 
 
Please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org Traffic Change Updates section to see the work notices for 
public projects in the neighborhood: the 2nd Avenue (and surrounding areas) infrastructure 
replacement project, Pershing Square East, street closure notices, and more.   
 
 

Governor Hochul Announces MTA to Install Security Cameras in Every New 
York City Subway Car 
September 20, 2022, Press release 
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced the Metropolitan Transportation Authority New York City 
Transit has received a $2 million award, through the Urban Area Security Initiative federal grant 
program, which will provide funding for the installation of cameras across the entire fleet of subway 
cars…The funding will further strengthen NYC Transit's existing security network of more than 
10,000 cameras across all 472 subway stations. 
 
 
 

News from neighborhood businesses & 
nonprofits 
 

Villa Berulia Restaurant 
Featuring: 

Prix Fixe Lunch special ($30) 
Happy Hour (3pm-7pm) 

Outdoor Seating 
Private Party Room 

& 

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=11868&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=11872&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-mta-install-security-cameras-every-new-york-city-subway-car
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-mta-install-security-cameras-every-new-york-city-subway-car
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Live Music Thursdays (6:30pm-9:30pm) 

October 6 Ilhan Saferali (Jazz trumpet & keyboard). An intimate jam session with award-
winning jazz musician Ilhan Saferali, who performs on both piano and trumpet 
throughout the NYC jazz scene. His music style is inspired from classic jazz greats 
such as Bill Evans and Miles Davis and is heavily influenced by modern jazz 
professional Christian Scott. 

October 13 Rodrigo Bonelli Trio (Brazilian percussion). Grammy-nominated percussionist 
Rodrigo Bonelli, known for his impeccable groove, will feature original works in a 
variety of Brazilian styles. Originally from Rio de Janeiro, Rodrigo moved to NYC 
and has performed with different ensembles all over the United States. Rodrigo has 
also composed several modern jazz albums that are played on jazz stations 
throughout the East Coast. 

October 20 Neal Miner, jazz bassist-composer, provides rock-solid grooves and confident, 
melodic soloing throughout sets of original music. In addition to releasing six 
albums, Neal has been a solid fixture on the NYC jazz scene and is a favored 
bassist to a host of musicians. Playing alongside the Jane Monheit band, Neal has 
performed at major festivals, jazz clubs, and concert halls around the world. 

October 27 Charlie Roman, a NYC based guitarist specializing in the 1920’s and 30’s guitar 
style, plays in numerous swing jazz bands and leads his own Django Reinhardt style 
Hot Club. He will perform authentic 1930’s hot club style jazz a la quintette de hot 
club du France. 

Villa Berulia 
107 East 34th Street 

(between Lexington & Park Avenue) 
212-689-1970 

villaberulia.com 
 
 
 
October 4 

Scandinavia House’s Heimbold Family Children's Playing & Learning Center 
will reopen 
To ensure health and safety, the Center will now be open at limited capacity for 90-minute free-play 
sessions to American-Scandinavian Foundation Family Members only. ASF Family Members will 
need to buy and reserve a spot in advance for each child through the online ticketing system 
Elevent. An ASF Family Membership is $125 ($110 tax-deductible). The price per child per session 
is $25. 
ASF Family Members will be limited to three reservation spots per play session, and a total of three 
play sessions per week to ensure that all Family Members can access the Playing & Learning Center 
during the week. The Center will be open Tuesday through Saturday from 10am to 5pm, with two 90-
minute play sessions per day. 
Play Session I: 10am -11:30am 
Play Session II: 3pm -4:30pm 
Read the full details and learn more about the Children's Center. 

http://villaberulia.com/
https://mailchi.mp/81d3e6bc0b49/asf-membership-heimbold-family-childrens-playing-learning-center-3105840
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/playing-learning-center/
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Maryel School applications are now open for the 2023-2024 school year 
Maryel School is a private, independent, co-educational and bilingual English/Spanish day school 
providing a rigorous education for students in Pre-K3 through 5th Grade. Schedule your private tour 
at maryelschool.org/inquiry-form. Apply at mytads.com/a/maryelschoolofnewyork. 
Maryel School of New York 
Manhattan Campus                                                             
300 East 35th Street                                                         
New York, NY 10016                                                                             
212-213-2097  
maryelschool.org   
 
 
 
October 7 (deadline to purchase early-bird tickets/15% discount) 
November 2-13 

(hybrid) New York Baltic Film Festival (NYBFF) presented by Scandinavia 
House  
The film festival returns as a hybrid festival screening the best new and critically-acclaimed 
Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian films in-person in NYC Nov. 2-6 and virtually Nov. 4-13. In-person 
screenings and events will take place at Scandinavia House. See the film lineup and purchase 
tickets at balticfilmfestival.com.  
Scandinavia House 
58 Park Avenue 
212-779-3587 
scandinaviahouse.org  
 
 
 
Winter Village opens on October 28 

Tickets are now available at Bryant Park’s Winter Village 
Bank of America Winter Village at Bryant Park is Manhattan’s winter wonderland. Enjoy NYC’s only 
free admission ice skating rink, the Holiday Shops, and rink side eats and drinks at The Lodge. 
at Bryant Park 
(between 40th & 42nd Street, and between 5th & 6th Avenue, behind the Library) 
  
 
 

 
Baruch College resumes in-person events 
Calendar (filter on exhibits, performing arts, lectures, etc.)   
Baruch College 
Lexington Avenue at 24th Street 
baruch.cuny.edu 
 

https://www.maryelschool.org/inquiry-form
https://mytads.com/a/maryelschoolofnewyork
https://www.maryelschool.org/
https://www.balticfilmfestival.com/
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/
https://bryantpark.org/activities/bank-of-america-winter-village-at-bryant-park
https://www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar/EventList.aspx?fromdate=&todate=1%2f1%2f2021&view=Summary
https://www.baruch.cuny.edu/
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An upcoming event at Baruch: 
 
October 3   8:30am – 6pm 

(free, limited registrations) Transatlantic Blockchain Law 
Academics, students, government employees and attorneys are encouraged to attend. This daylong 
conference will serve as a forum for interaction between academia, practice, and policymakers in 
the area of Blockchain law. Online registration form 
baruch.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3OyJd41xH04Blzg.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silverstein Properties Reveals Interactive Art Experience At 529 Fifth Avenue 
[44th Street] In Midtown, Manhattan 
September 25, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris  
 
 
 
Report from 200 Lex, the New York Design Center 

What’s New, What’s Next 2022 
On September 14th, the New York Design Center welcomed guests back to 200 Lex for WNWN for 
one spectacular day of design. [F]eaturing over 70 programs and 95 showrooms, the historic 16-
floor building was buzzing with guests to attend what has become the industry’s most anticipated 
event. WNWN featured panels on design, art, culture, wellness, sustainability, new luxury collection 
launches, and multiple showroom openings. Check out the highlights from this year’s What’s New, 
What’s Next, visit nydc.com/wnwn. 
 
 
 

Public service announcements 

 
October 31 (deadline to apply) 

(student loan forgiveness) Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) Program  
If you work full-time for a government or not-for-profit organization, you may qualify for forgiveness 
of the entire remaining balance of your Direct Loans after you’ve made 120 qualifying payments—
that is, 10 years of payments. Learn more about the PSLF program and generate a submission form 
at studentaid.gov/manage-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service. PSLF Help Tool.  
 

Related: Governor Hochul Signs Legislation to Expand Public Servants' Access 
to Student Loan Forgiveness 
September 15, 2022, Press release 
Legislation (S.8389-C/A.9523-B) Removes Barriers to Accessing Federal Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness Program by Clarifying Key Terms, Allowing Employers to Certify Employment… The new 

https://baruch.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3OyJd41xH04Blzg
https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/09/silverstein-properties-reveal-wonderland-dreams-26000sf-interactive-art-experience-at-529-fifth-avenue-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/09/silverstein-properties-reveal-wonderland-dreams-26000sf-interactive-art-experience-at-529-fifth-avenue-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://nydc.com/news/whats-new-whats-next-2022-2/
https://wnwn.nydc.com/
https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service
https://studentaid.gov/pslf/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-legislation-expand-public-servants-access-student-loan-forgiveness
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-legislation-expand-public-servants-access-student-loan-forgiveness
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legislation establishes uniformity around what qualifies as full-time employment for the purposes of 
accessing PSLF and allows public service employers to certify employment on behalf of workers, 
eliminating substantial barriers to applying for and accessing PSLF. 
 
 
 
 

NYC Heat & Hot Water rules 
Building owners are legally required to provide heat and hot water to their tenants. Hot water must 
be provided 365 days per year at a constant minimum temperature of 120 degrees Fahrenheit. Heat 
must be provided between October 1st and May 31st, i.e., "Heat Season," under the following 
conditions: 
Day 
Between the hours of 6am and 10pm, if the outside temperature falls below 55 degrees, the inside 
temperature is required to be at least 68 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Night 
Between the hours of 10pm and 6am, the inside temperature is required to be at least 62 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 
 
 

 

Ukraine aid 
 

New York State website with information about resources and aid for 
Ukrainians 
 
State Department program Uniting for Ukraine 
To help fulfill President Biden’s promise to temporarily resettle 100,000 Ukrainian refugees, the 
State Department has established Uniting for Ukraine, in which legal residents of the United States 
can apply to be sponsors of migrants under a process called Humanitarian Parole. Learn more at 
uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole. Welcome.US, a humanitarian group for 
refugee resettlement, has created a guide to the process (and offers a mailing list) for people 
interested in becoming a sponsor. “Sponsors may apply as individuals, as a group, or as a 
representative of a non-governmental agency. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) lists the eligibility requirements and the instructions for completing Form I-134 (the 
Declaration of Financial Support). 
[Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of 4/28/2022] 

 
Ukrainians in the U.S. since March 1 are eligible for Temporary Protective 
Status (TPS) for an 18 month period. CUNY’s Citizenship Now project is ready to help the 

Ukrainian community apply for this benefit. Call 646-664-6400. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/hpd/services-and-information/heat-and-hot-water-information.page
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-134instr.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/i-134
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Identity theft alert! 

 

Did you get an email saying your personal info is for sale on the dark web? 
September 26, 2022, consumer.ftc.gov, by Seena Gressin, Attorney, Division of Consumer & 
Business Education 
If you’ve gotten one of these emails, take steps to help protect yourself against financial loss from 
identity theft. 
Don’t click a link or use a phone number in the message. It could be a “phishing” email, designed to 
trick you into disclosing sensitive information to scammers. If you think the message is legit[imate] 
— for example, if you have a credit monitoring service or a credit card with a company that monitors 
the dark web — contact the company using a website or phone number that you know is real. 
Change your passwords to secure your accounts. Start by changing the passwords on your email 
accounts. Email accounts often are the weak link in online security because password resets for 
other accounts go to your email. If your email account password has become known, then an 
identity thief can log into your account and intercept your password reset emails. Pro tip: When 
setting up new passwords, consider using a password manager. Free ones are built into most 
browsers and will automatically create passwords that are hard to guess. Be sure to use different 
passwords for each account and, if the account offers multifactor authentication, use it for added 
security. 
Check your credit reports. After securing your accounts, make sure nobody has opened new 
accounts using your information. Visit AnnualCreditReport.com to get an annual free credit report 
from each of the three nationwide credit bureaus, Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion. Through 
December 2023, you can get a free credit report every week from each of them at the website. If you 
find an account or transaction you don’t recognize, visit IdentityTheft.gov to report the identity theft 
and get a personal recovery plan. 
Consider freezing your credit. A credit freeze, also known as a security freeze, is free to place and 
remove and is the best way to protect against an identity thief opening new accounts in your name. 
Alternatively, place a free fraud alert on your credit to make it more difficult for an identity thief to 
get new credit in your name. 
Visit IdentityTheft.gov/databreach for more steps to take, depending on what information was 
exposed. And, if you get one of these emails, please [report the incident at] ReportFraud.ftc.gov. 
 
 

https://consumer.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts/2022/09/did-you-get-email-saying-your-personal-info-sale-dark-web
https://www.identitytheft.gov/#/Info-Lost-or-Stolen
https://reportfraud.ftc.gov/#/
http://ftc.gov/charity
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COVID-19 updates 
Data taken from the COVID-19 page on the NYC Department of Health website 
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page. 

 

COVID-19 is still spreading in NYC, so you should continue to take the 
following precautions: 

• Wear a high-quality mask in all public indoor settings and around crowds outside. 

• Stay up-to-date on vaccinations. Vaccine Finder app vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  
The new booster targeting the prevailing Covid variants is now available. if you have recently 
been infected with Covid-19, the CDC recommends waiting three months after your infection 
to receive a booster.  

• Test before and after travel or gatherings, or if you were recently exposed to someone who 
has COVID-19. 

• Stay home if sick. 

• Wash or sanitize your hands frequently. 

NOTE: CDC also recommends: 

• Good ventilation 

COVID-19: Prevention and Groups at Higher Risk 
 
 
 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ended its requirement for mask-wearing indoors in 
nursing homes and hospitals, unless communities see "high" levels of COVID-19 transmission. 

 

 

In NYC, masks are required in health care facilities. Proof of vaccination and masks may be required 
by employers, businesses and nonprofits.  

CDC continues to recommend that people wear masks in indoor public transportation settings at 
this time. 

CDC’s travel risk assessment tools cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html.  

 
 

When Will the Pandemic Truly Be ‘Over’? 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccines.page
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-whensick.page
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/Improving-Ventilation-Home.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-prevention-and-care.page
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/masks-public-transportation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.wired.com/story/when-will-the-pandemic-truly-be-over/
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September 28, 2022, wired.com, by Maryn McKenna 
Everyone wants to be done with Covid. But no single milestone will signal the end of the virus…It was a political 
stumble that turned into a policy two-step. In a 60 Minutes interview, US President Joe Biden declared the Covid 
pandemic over. Within 12 hours, public health officials, including in his own administration, weighed in to say 
“No, it’s not.”… If the pandemic isn’t over yet, how will we know when it is?...According to data from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, cases, hospitalizations, and deaths are all declining—but at the same time, 
Covid has been ranked the third-leading cause of death in the US. Meanwhile, only a third of US residents who 
are over 50, and thus considered at higher risk of illness, have taken the full four-shot vaccine protocol. As of last 
week, only 4.4 million people—1.5 percent of those eligible—had received the newest bivalent booster…The best 
…we may be able to hope for is that it settles into an endemic state, present but no longer overwhelming. Worst 
case: It persists, but we cease to care…That makes moving on from the pandemic a sociopolitical decision 
rather than an epidemiological one. While it’s not clear whether SARS-CoV-2 can settle into a steady state 
alongside humanity, we can be pretty confident it hasn’t done that yet…It’s unnerving to recognize that we might 
be done with Covid, but Covid might not be done with us…There are lessons within the pandemic that we could 
leverage. We just haven’t taken advantage of most of them. 
 
 

 

What a top US scientist got wrong 
Source: Bloomberg Prognosis, bloombergbusiness.com, September 22, 2022 
In November 2020, after almost a year of 100-hour work weeks, Francis Collins listened in on a phone call that he 
thought would change the world. Collins, then director of the NIH, had been hoping for Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine 
to show at least 60% efficacy against death or severe illness; instead, as he heard on the call, it was a stunning 
95% and the shot appeared very safe. “I thought, ok, this is it,” he recalled in remarks Sept. 16 at the Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Massachusetts Foundation Health Coverage Fellowship dinner. “We’re going to get through this.” 
Americans are rational, Collins thought then, and persuading them to take the shot would be as simple as 
showing them those beautiful data. “I hadn’t read very much about David Hume, about the way in which reason 
is a slave to the passions,” he said...Many people refused immunization. More than 300,000 US deaths could 
have been prevented by Covid shots in the first year they were available, according to an analysis published in 
May 2021. Some 400 Americans still die every day from the illness, many of them unvaccinated...What can be 
done? Collins, who remains an adviser to President Joe Biden, has some ideas. First off, he suggests an audit of 
the government’s messaging about Covid. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has already engaged 
in some breast-beating on this, but other agencies along with the White House deserve scrutiny as well...While 
Covid rumors seemed outlandish, they were largely predictable, Collins said. Health officials didn’t do enough 
“pre-bunking” of the tall tales that were likely to come. “We were basically outgunned dramatically by lies and 
conspiracies in social media,” he said. “We should have had our own version of flooding the system with truth, 
instead of having the system completely flooded with lies...Health officials should have been more forthcoming 
about how in an unfolding crisis, their understanding of the virus and best responses were constantly changing, 
he said. Every bit of guidance should have been couched as “that’s the best we can do right now and it may 
change tomorrow.”  
 
 
 

Trends 
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Data taken on 10/2/22 from NYC Department of Health Covid Data page  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page compares case rates for zip 
code 10016, Manhattan and NYC.  

 

 
 

Therapies  

People age 65+ and immunocompromised people are eligible for the new anti-viral pills. If you have 
COVID symptoms, take a covid test and contact your doctor within a couple of days, to request a 
prescription. The anti-viral Paxlovid pill is most effective when prescribed shortly after symptoms 
begin, and sharply reduces the chances a COVID illness will become severe. It is prescribed as three 
pills taken twice a day for five days. Molnupiravir is taken as four pills twice a day for five days. The 
pills are available for high-risk adults and must be taken soon after symptoms appear.  

Talk to your doctor about the monoclonal antibody treatment Bebtelovimab.  

 

 

Free at-home rapid COVID tests from the Federal government (third round) are now 

available. Order them at covid.gov/tests.  

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page
https://www.covid.gov/tests
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Medicare will pay for at-home Coronavirus tests, as many as eight tests per month, 

under Part B Medicare at participating national pharmacy chains. 

 

 
More Covid-19 information for Murray Hill (zip codes 10016, 10017) towards the bottom of this 
newsletter.  
 
 

Job, training & internship opportunities 
 

Spring 2023 Internships at NBCUniversal 
NBCUniversal are hiring interns for the Spring 2023 semester!  
Program Dates: January 17 – April 21, 2023 
Application Dates: September 21 – October 7, 2022 
Part-time, 16-24 hours per week depending on the team 
In-Person and virtual opportunities (some are in NYC) 
Applications close by October 7th. Learn more and apply at nbcunicareers.com/internships.  
 
 

Social Media Associate at Justworks  
Do you converse primarily in Tik-Tok trending sounds? Are you on the pulse of new platforms in the 
digital space? Is community growth your middle name? Justworks is seeking a goal-oriented, 
creative digital marketer to join their dynamic marketing team. Learn more at 
boards.greenhouse.io/justworks/jobs/4281506.  
(View all jobs at justworks.com/careers)  
 
 
 

Penn Station neighborhood updates 

 

Governor Hochul announces work to redesign Penn Station anticipated to 
begin in the coming months  
September 21, 2022, Press release 
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, in partnership 
with NJ TRANSIT and Amtrak, approved a contract for the redesign of Penn Station to a joint 
venture led by FXCollaborative Architects LLP and WSP USA Inc., with the acclaimed British 
architect John McAslan + Partners as collaborating architect. McAslan + Partners designed the 
2012 transformation of London's historic King's Cross Station, creating a 165-yard-long semi-
circular departures concourse that integrates regional and intercity railroads with each other and 
with the London Underground while welcoming natural light from the sky through 1,000 glazed and 
translucent triangular roof panels…The FXCollaborative and WSP joint venture developed the Penn 
Station Master Plan unveiled last year that evaluated alternatives and created the preferred 
redesign plan for Penn Station as a single-level facility centered around a grand train hall with a 450-

https://www.medicare.gov/medicare-coronavirus
https://www.nbcunicareers.com/internships
https://boards.greenhouse.io/justworks/jobs/4281506
https://www.justworks.com/careers
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-work-redesign-penn-station-anticipated-begin-coming-months
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-work-redesign-penn-station-anticipated-begin-coming-months
https://new.mta.info/project/penn-station-reconstruction
https://new.mta.info/project/penn-station-reconstruction
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foot long sky-lit atrium between Madison Square Garden and 2 Penn Plaza. The design called for by 
the MTA's contract will advance that preferred alternative and will: relieve overcrowding and 
improve passenger flow and orientation, improve safety by increasing platform and station egress 
and accessibility, alleviate the cramped, disjointed circulation areas with widened concourses and 
high ceilings, create a clear street presence that integrates with the surroundings, optimize retail 
and other revenue generation, integrate Penn Station with Moynihan Train Hall and the planned 
Penn Station Expansion…The recommendation for the design joint venture follows an open, 
competitive request-for-proposals process that was widely advertised and sent to 106 prequalified 
firms and attracted five proposals from firms and joint ventures that were reviewed and scored by 
representatives from MTA Construction & Development, Amtrak, and NJ TRANSIT, and assisted by 
a Technical Advisory Committee with additional representatives from the Long Island Rail Road, 
Empire State Development and the New York City Economic Development Corporation. The base 
contract of up to $57.9 million would develop the preliminary station design and would last for one 
year. This contract includes options covering preliminary design for improvements to nearby 
subway stations and design and engineering support as the station reconstruction moves forward.  
 
 
 

Editor’s note: Moving MSG could be a winner for New York City 
September 27, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Ralph R. Ortega 
Opening up Penn Station to let in light would be a good thing for commuters – and potentially the 
Knicks…New York City Mayor Eric Adams signaled last week during remarks he made at Crain’s 
Power Breakfast that he was open to a discussion on moving Madison Square Garden as part of the 
Penn Station redevelopment plan…“The Penn Station project is a crucial one. I think that area is ripe 
for housing, is ripe for real investment,” Adams said at the event…Opening a dialogue on the 
prospect of moving MSG would address at least one of the many concerns advocates for rebuilding 
Penn Station and community representatives have had about the current plan…Adams pushing for a 
discussion can help the project move forward and would show that government officials and 
developers involved are open to feedback and suggestions even at this stage of the planning 
process. 
 
 
 

Governor Continues to Ignore Penn Station Questions 
The New York Landmarks Conservancy email of September 22, 2022 
The Governor’s announcement once again ignored widespread concerns about spending billions of 
dollars on an underground station…It ignored calls from elected officials, editorial boards, and civic 
groups to fill in financial details of the massive development project proposed around the station 
and ensure that taxpayers won’t wind up footing the bill. It ignored arguments that leveling blocks of 
Midtown—forcing residents and businesses to move for giant office towers–is unnecessary and 
unwise…It ignored calls from editorial boards and civic groups to stop the plan and start over…[The 
Landmark Conservancy’s] main issue has always been the State’s threat of eminent domain in the 
middle of Manhattan, bypassing the City’s land use and zoning procedures. Several landmark 
quality buildings would be lost. There was only one public hearing on the plan, despite its potential 
to disrupt lives and erase vibrant and quirky blocks…New Yorkers deserve a say in how their City 
evolves. And New York needs to maintain the diverse and vibrant character it is known for. Elections 
used to prompt politicians to answer voters. But the time for answers to the questions around Penn 
Station is running out. 

https://www.cityandstateny.com/opinion/2022/09/editors-note-moving-msg-could-be-winner-new-york-city/377669/
https://nylandmarks.org/news/governor-continues-to-ignore-penn-station-questions-2/
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PENN 2’s Eight-Story Addition Tops Out at 2 Penn Plaza in Midtown, 
Manhattan 
September 19, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young and Matt Pruznick 
Last week, Vornado Realty Trust, Turner Construction Company, and Skanska celebrated the 
topping out of the new eight-story expansion at PENN 2, a 31-story commercial tower at Two Penn 
Plaza in Midtown. Designed by MdeAS Architects, the cantilevering addition is part of a full-scale 
overhaul project involving the curtain wall replacement and modernization of the mid-century 
structure's 1.61 million square feet of office space. The 412-foot-tall building is located along 
Seventh Avenue between West 31st and West 33rd Streets, and is part of the massive Penn District 
revitalization plan that will add ten new towers to the area surrounding Penn Station and Madison 
Square Garden in the coming years. 
 
 

 
Make your views known 

 
October 5 (comment-by deadline) 
October 6   10am (hearing)  

(virtual) NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (TLC) public hearing on the rate 
increase for taxi and for-hire drivers  
it will be livestreamed at nyc.gov/tlc.  To participate in the public hearing, e-mail 
tlcrules@tlc.nyc.gov or call TLC at 212-676-1135 by 10/5/22. After signing up, TLC will provide you 
with a Zoom link.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/09/penn-2s-eight-story-addition-tops-out-at-2-penn-plaza-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/09/penn-2s-eight-story-addition-tops-out-at-2-penn-plaza-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/taximeter-rate-of-fare-and-various-surcharges/
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/payment-of-high-volume-for-hire-vehicle-drivers/
mailto:nyc.gov/tlc
mailto:tlcrules@tlc.nyc.gov
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NYC Redistricting 
The Village Preservation advocacy group has noted that The NYC Redistricting Commission is 
currently meeting to consider revisions to its draft July maps for new City Council districts. The 
most recent proposal would diminish voting power of downtown residents by packing more people 
into our districts than in other districts, and might also split Greenwich Village down the middle at 
Sixth Avenue. Either move would negatively impact the downtown neighborhoods and give them a 
less-than-equal voice at City Hall. If you would like to support Village Preservation’s email campaign, 
they have prepared an editable email at p2a.co/z9rwzdx.  
 
The new lines could recast the political landscape but must first be submitted to the City Council for 
feedback (the Council may accept the map or send it back to the commission with notes to come 
up with final lines). 
 
Murray Hill / Kips Bay / Turtle Bay are also split into separate districts, diminishing our 
neighborhoods’ ability to vote as a block (see map above, District 4, for example). To submit written 
testimony to the Districting Commission, you can send testimony to: 
PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov.  
 
 
 

Outdoor dining plan still set to allow roadway seating, council confirms 
September 29, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough and Jeff Coltin 
New York City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams caused a small stir on Wednesday, stating that she 
thinks a permanent version of the city’s Open Restaurants program should focus on sidewalk cafes, 
not curbside “streeteries.”… “The outdoor dining bill is still being worked on through the legislative 
process, and it continues to allow outdoor dining on streets at certain times while regulating 
permanent structures.”…“The street extensions, again, were designed to be temporary…” Adams 
said. “The structures that are in the streets, that are taking up bike lanes and parking spaces and 
other things that may or may not be popular to some, but were never intended to be permanent 
structures, we need to take a look at reining those in.”… “Mayor Adams supports a full, equitable, 
permanent Open Restaurants program that all New Yorkers can be proud of,” …“That means 
resuscitating local restaurants all across the city post-pandemic with seating on the sidewalk and in 
the roadway…the administration wants to see the Department of Transportation put in charge of the 
program, while the council wants the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection to run it. Prior 
to the temporary Open Restaurants program that started in 2020, DCWP managed licensing for the 

much smaller sidewalk cafe program…[Speaker Adrienne] Adams also proved herself to be 
consistent in her dislike of temporary structures on the street. Asked by CNN analyst John Avlon, 
who moderated the event, about reducing the amount of scaffolding around highrises…“We have a 
beautiful city. A city that is beautifully landmarked that needs more landmarking. A place that 
tourists love to come to and take pictures of,” Adams said. “And then you’ve got monstrosities like 
this that totally ruin your photos.” 
 
 
 

How you can help 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/index.page
https://p2a.co/z9rwzdx
mailto:PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2022/09/outdoor-dining-plan-still-set-allow-roadway-seating-council-confirms/377810/
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October 9    8:30am – 1:30pm 
October 16 
October 23 

It's My Park at St. Vartan Park 
(free, in person) Volunteer with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association for weeding, mulching, 
and planting at St. Vartan Park and tree beds throughout Murray Hill & Kips Bay. Learn more at 
nycgovparks.org/parks/st-vartan-park.  
at St. Vartan Park (35th Street between 1st and 2nd Avenue) 
 
 

NYCGo would love to hear from you about Broadway Week 
For those who participated, thanks for being a part of NYC Broadway Week! To make improvements 
for the future, NYCGo, NYC’s official tourism agency, would love to hear your thoughts on the 
program and whether or not you were able to attend. To make the next event bigger and better, your 
input matters. 
Take the Survey at nycgo.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_agYYApAcaafFtwq.  
 
 
 

Join a MHNA committee 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is an all-volunteer organization. We need your help to 
keep the Association’s work going. Volunteering can be for individual events, such as the Street 
Festival, and also for ongoing activities, such as Membership. Many administrative activities can be 
done remotely. Learn more about the different committees. If you are interested in joining a 
committee, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.   
 
 
 

For businesses, nonprofits & buildings 

 
For businesses & nonprofits 

NYC Department of Sanitation (DSNY) is now offering businesses and 
organizations the chance to Adopt a Basket—and receive a regular supply of free 

plastic liners, work gloves, a dust bin, and a broom.  When litter baskets are three-quarters full, 
adopters can remove the trash, place it next to the bin for DSNY pickup, and replace the liner. Sign 
up at  www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/contact/get-involved/adopt-a-basket-program.  
 
 
 

Commercial Organics Requirements www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/food-

scraps-and-yard-waste-page/commercial-requirements  
 
 
For buildings 

https://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/st-vartan-park
https://nycgo.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_agYYApAcaafFtwq
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=10128&clientID=11037&topicID=0&Thispage=Committees
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/contact/get-involved/adopt-a-basket-program
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/food-scraps-and-yard-waste-page/commercial-requirements
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/food-scraps-and-yard-waste-page/commercial-requirements
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New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) 
New York State's clean energy initiative and resources nyserda.ny.gov  
Learn about the Buildings of Excellence program  nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Multifamily-
Buildings-of-Excellence  
 
 
 

Mayor’s Office, July 27, 2022: Homeowner Handbook, Comprehensive Guide to Help 
New Yorkers Protect, Maintain Their Homes 

A comprehensive guide to help New York homeowners navigate the responsibilities of 
homeownership and access available resources in their time of need. 
Are you a homeowner in need of support? 
Call 1-855-HOME-456 or online at homeownerhelpny.org/get-help  
 
 
 

Upcoming events 
 

 
 
now open—through January 22, 2023 

(in person) Exhibit: Ashley Bryan & Langston Hughes: Sail Away 

Throughout his long life and career, the artist Ashley Bryan created and illustrated children’s books 
that celebrated Black life and Black creativity. This exhibition focuses on his 2015 book Sail Away, 
in which Bryan paired poems by Langston Hughes on the subject of water with his own vibrant cut-
paper collages. Learn more at themorgan.org/exhibitions/ashley-bryan. The Morgan is also offering 
family programs, gallery talks, film and other events related to the exhibit. 
at The Morgan Library 
225 Madison Avenue (between 36th & 37th Street) 
 
 
 
Tuesdays, 12:30 – 1pm 

Church of the Transfiguration Midday Organ Recitals 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Multifamily-Buildings-of-Excellence
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Multifamily-Buildings-of-Excellence
https://homeownerhelpny.org/handbook
https://homeownerhelpny.org/handbook
https://homeownerhelpny.org/get-help
https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/ashley-bryan
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(Suggested donation $6) For information contact Claudia Dumschat CDumschat@littlechurch.org.  
October 4. Eddie Zheng. Progam: Bach/Vivaldi Concerto in A Minor, BWV 593 after RV 522, Franck 
Choral in A Minor, Demessieux Six Etudes; Notes Repetees, Hampton Everyone Dance from Five 
Dances 
October 11 Claudia Dumschat. Program: Bach/Vivaldi Concert in C , BWV 594 and Cohen. Rabbi 
Schmuley Rides the Cyclone to Heaven 
October 18 Balint Karosi. Program: Bach Prelude and Fugue in F Minor, BWV 543, Kodaly Triptyque 
(NYC Premier) 
October 25 John Wolfe. Buxtehude Prealudium in E Minor, BuxWV 142, Messiaen Livre du Saint-
Sacrement (selections) 
November 1 Claudia Dumschat. Program: Böhm Werde Munter Variations, Muhly Prelude on Lasst 
Uns Erfreuen and Patterns (Very Fast Music) 
at Church of the Transfiguration / Little Church Around the Corner 
1 East 29th Street  
(between Madison and Fifth Avenue) 
littlechurch.org  
 
 
 

 
 
October 5   7 – 8:30pm   

(In-person) In celebration of the publication of Tom Sandberg: Photographs 
(free) Join Scandinavia House and Aperture magazine for an evening of conversation between 
writer and curator Bob Nickas, and editor of Aperture magazine, Michael Famighetti! Working in a 
signature modulating gray scale, the late Norwegian photographer Tom Sandberg spent decades 
rendering the world according to an exacting vision. A perfectionist in the darkroom, Sandberg was 
acutely sensitive to the rich spectrum of black and white, and his handmade prints, at times printed 
on aluminum and canvas, project a powerful physical presence. Although Sandberg is esteemed in 
his native Norway and throughout Scandinavia and Europe, his oeuvre is less known in the United 
States and other parts of the world. This monograph, produced in close collaboration with the Tom 
Sandberg Foundation in Oslo, is a long-overdue celebration of this distinguished artist. Learn more. 
RSVP required at goelevent.com/ScandinaviaHouse/e/ALookInsideTomSandbergPhotographs.  
at Scandinavia House 
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street) 
212-779-3587 
scandinaviahouse.org  
 

 
(all performances are at 1pm) 

Music in Midtown 
(free) Live classical music presented by CUNY Graduate Center. No registration needed. Proof of 
vaccination and ID card needed to enter the building. 

mailto:CDumschat@littlechurch.org
https://littlechurch.org/
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/tom-sandberg-aperture/
https://www.goelevent.com/ScandinaviaHouse/e/ALookInsideTomSandbergPhotographs
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/
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October 6 – Da Capo Chamber Players: Contrasting Musical Gems of the 21st Century, works by 
Ricketts, Davidovsky, Williams and Liang. 
October 20 – An Afternoon of Viennese Trios. Norman Carey, piano; Eva Leon, violin; Miho Weber, 
cello. Works by Mozart and Schubert. 
November 3 – Orion String Quartet: The Final Word. Bartok String Quartet No. 6, Beethoven No. 16, 
Op. 135. 
November 17 – Chamber Music on Fifth I. Showcasing gifted artists of CUNY GC’s Doctor of 
Musical Arts (DMA) program. 
December 1 - Chamber Music on Fifth II. Showcasing gifted artists of CUNY GC’s Doctor of Musical 
Arts (DMA) program. 
at CUNY Graduate Center 
Elebash Recital Hall 
365 Fifth Avenue (between 34th & 35th Street) 
877-428-6942, 212-817-7000 
gc.cuny.edu/music-in-midtown  
 
 

 
 
October 7 – 24   11am—7pm  

(in person) Exhibit: The Constant Future: A Century of the Regional Plan 
(free) The Regional Plan Association presents a one-of-a-kind exhibition about the 100-year history 
of our regional plans and their impact on the New York City metro region. The Constant Future: A 
Century of the Regional Plan illustrates how RPA’s work relates to many of the most crucial events, 
trends, figures, and themes of the city and region over the past century—from the rise of the car and 
highway in the 1920s, to postwar flight from cities to suburbs, to lower Manhattan’s rebirth after 
9/11, and much more.  
at Grand Central Terminal Vanderbilt Hall 
(enter at 42nd Street & Park Avenue) 
 

RPA report: E-Commerce at a Crossroads: Analyzing the Industry’s Impacts and 
Planning for Responsible Growth 
We face a choice between two completely different paths for e-commerce in our region: one in 
which e-commerce is bounded by certain regulations and balanced with other policies governing 
the built environment, and one in which it is not. 

http://www.gc.cuny.edu/music-in-midtown
https://rpa.org/constantfuture
https://rpa.org/work/reports/e-commerce-at-a-crossroads
https://rpa.org/work/reports/e-commerce-at-a-crossroads
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October 7   7:30pm 

(hybrid) Piano on Park presents: Ferdy Talan (piano) 
(free, donations for musicians are welcomed) Classical piano recital by Ferdy Talan. Program: 
Domenico Scarlatti - Sonata in F minor, K. 466; Leoš Janáček - Sonata 1. X. 1905; Camille Saint-
Saëns - Piano Concerto no. 2 in G minor, 1st movement; Sergei Rachmaninov - Moment Musicaux 
Op. 16 No. 4, York Bowen - Toccata, Op. 155. Learn more at pianoonpark.com/concerts/ferdytalan. 
About the artist: Indonesian pianist Ferdy Talan broke into the musical scene with two major prizes 
from the Boston International Piano Competition and Piano Bridges, St. Petersburg, Russia. His 
unusual sound, coupled with an unconventional choice of programming has become his trademark 
along the way. RSVP to attend eventbrite.com/e/ferdy-talan-piano-solo-oct-7-2022-tickets-
418340296087. Or live streaming at pianoonpark.com/webcast.  
at Piano on Park  
10 Park Avenue 
Apt 22D 
 
 
 

Important election dates—learn about the candidates, and vote! 
New York City Board of Elections website vote.nyc, email vote@boe.nyc.ny.us.   
New York State Board of Elections website elections.ny.gov  
Check your voter registration status at vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered or call 1-866-868-3692. It is a 
best practice to check your voter registration status before every election.  
Register to vote (Voter Registration Form) at vote.nyc/page/register-vote. This form is also used to 
change your address or party affiliation. 
Request Absentee Ballot vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0  
Political calendar from the state Board of Elections 
elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/law/2022PoliticalCalendar.pdf  
NY State BOE Voting Deadlines calendar elections.ny.gov/VotingDeadlines.html.   
 

through October 14 Voter registration for the General Election 
October 18 Deadline for change of address for General Election 
October 24 Deadline to request Absentee Ballot 
October 29 - November 6  Early Voting 

November 8           General Election 
 

Four ballot proposals will be on the ballot for the General Election 
Voters will be able to vote Yes or No on these proposals: 
 

1. State proposal. Clean Water, Clean Air, And Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act of 2022. 

To address and combat the impact of climate change and damage to the environment, the 

"Clean Water, Clean Air, and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act of 2022” authorizes the 

sale of state bonds up to four billion two hundred million dollars to fund environmental 

protection, natural restoration, resiliency, and clean energy projects.  

https://www.pianoonpark.com/concerts/ferdytalan
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ferdy-talan-piano-solo-oct-7-2022-tickets-418340296087
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ferdy-talan-piano-solo-oct-7-2022-tickets-418340296087
http://www.pianoonpark.com/webcast
https://www.vote.nyc/
mailto:vote@boe.nyc.ny.us
https://www.elections.ny.gov/
https://www.vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered
https://www.vote.nyc/page/register-vote
https://www.vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0
https://www.elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/law/2022PoliticalCalendar.pdf
https://www.elections.ny.gov/VotingDeadlines.html
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The NYC Racial Justice Commission has placed three non-partisan ballot proposals on the 11/8/22 
General Election ballot: 
 

2. City Proposal. Add a Statement of Values to Guide Government. This proposal would 

amend the New York City Charter to: 

Add a preamble, which would be an introductory statement of values and vision aspiring 
toward “a just and equitable city for all” New Yorkers; and 
 
Include in the preamble a statement that the City must strive to remedy “past and continuing 
harms and to reconstruct, revise, and reimagine our foundations, structures, institutions, and 
laws to promote justice and equity for all New Yorkers.” 
 
The preamble is intended to guide City government in fulfilling its duties. 
 

3. City Proposal. Establish a Racial Equity Office, Plan, and Commission. This proposal would 

amend the City Charter to: 

Require citywide and agency-specific Racial Equity Plans every two years. The plans would 
include intended strategies and goals to improve racial equity and to reduce or eliminate 
racial disparities; 
 
Establish an Office of Racial Equity and appoint a Chief Equity Officer to advance racial 
equity and coordinate the City’s racial equity planning process. The Office would support 
City agencies in improving access to City services and programs for those people and 
communities who have been negatively affected by previous policies or actions, and collect 
and report data related to equity; and 
 
Establish a Commission on Racial Equity, appointed by City elected officials. In making 
appointments to this Commission, elected officials would be required to consider 
appointees who are representative of or have experience advocating for a diverse range of 
communities. The Commission would identify and propose priorities to inform the racial 
equity planning process and review agency and citywide Racial Equity Plans. 
 

4. City Proposal. Measure the True Cost of Living. This proposal would amend the City Charter 

to: 

Require the City to create a “true cost of living” measure to track the actual cost in New York 
City of meeting essential needs, including housing, food, childcare, transportation, and other 
necessary costs, and without considering public, private, or informal assistance, in order to 
inform programmatic and policy decisions; and 
 
Require the City government to report annually on the “true cost of living” measure. 
 
 

https://racialjustice.cityofnewyork.us/ballot-proposals/proposal-1/
https://racialjustice.cityofnewyork.us/ballot-proposals/proposal-2/
https://racialjustice.cityofnewyork.us/ballot-proposals/proposal-3/
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NYC Public School applications 
• Fall 2023 

o Waitlists for Students Entering 3-K, pre-K, and kindergarten remain OPEN. 

• Fall 2024 
o October 6   Registration for the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test 

(SHSAT) will open; registered students will take the test in November. 
o October 12   High school applications will open, the deadline to apply is 

December 1. 
o October 26   Middle school applications will open, the deadline to apply is 

December 1. 
Learn more at the NYC Board of Education website schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-
grade, including how to apply if you need a school for your child now, and the Admissions Guide. 
 
 

 

Changes in the neighborhood 
 

Short-term rental company taking over Midtown hotel 
September 23, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Holden Walter-Warner 
CorpHousing Group nabs second NYC hotel lease in one week…A short-term rental company is 
zeroing in on New York City’s hotel market, signing two leases in the span of a week. Miami-based 
CorpHousing Group announced a 15-year master lease operation agreement for The Tuscany Hotel 
in Murray Hill. The property at 120 East 39th Street is currently a St. Giles Signature 
Hotel...CorpHousing plans to begin operating the property’s 124 units in the fourth quarter under its 
LuxUrban brand, geared towards vacationers and business travelers. The company uses a long-
term lease, asset-light strategy to manage properties in major metropolitan cities, particularly hotels 
hindered by the pandemic. 
 
 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade
https://therealdeal.com/2022/09/23/short-term-rental-company-taking-over-midtown-hotel/
http://nycvotes.org/candidates
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Jōji Debuts Beneath One Vanderbilt and Grand Central Terminal in Midtown 
East, Manhattan 
September 20, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris 
SL Green has debuted Jōji, a speakeasy meets Omakase-style restaurant beneath supertall office 
tower One Vanderbilt in Midtown East, Manhattan. The eatery is hidden beneath the tower in a 
secluded section of Grand Central Terminal and features a minimalist design in stark contrast with 
the buzzing transportation hub just feet above. 
 
 
 

Murray Hill in the news  
 
(and surrounding neighborhoods) 

In world beset by turbulence, nations’ leaders gather at UN 
September 18, 2022, apnews.com, by Edith M. Lederer 
 
 
 

Schools and students 
 

NYC test scores drop in math, increase in reading 
September 28, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Reema Amin 
Nearly half of New York City’s third through eighth graders passed their state reading tests last 
school year, while about 38% passed math, according to scores released by city officials…The 
scores are the first measure of how students across the five boroughs have fared in reading and 
math since the coronavirus pandemic upended in-person schooling and left many children grappling 
with isolation and grief…schools Chancellor David Banks told reporters…“No matter what the latest 
test results tell you, I can tell you the system is broken in far too many ways. We are trying to create 
a new way forward.”…Looking at grade-by-grade data, however, provides a different picture for 
reading scores: For the youngest students, third and fourth graders, scores fell by 4 percentage 
points and 6 percentage points respectively…The scores could be one tool for schools to 
understand which students need more support this year. In response to the dip in national test 
scores, U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona said schools should be prioritizing COVID relief 
funds to boost academic support and extra tutoring…Banks emphasized that the measure of 
student success is whether they’ll be prepared for quality jobs after they graduate.  
 
 

 

NYC overhauls high school admissions, leaves middle school changes up in 
air 
September 29, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Amy Zimmer and Michael Elsen-Rooney 
In a major shift for high school admissions, eighth graders from across the five boroughs with 
course grades in the top 15% of their class last year will have priority in scoring seats at some of 
New York City’s most selective high schools, Chancellor David Banks said…Middle schools, 

https://newyorkyimby.com/?s=J%C5%8Dji+Debuts+Beneath+One+Vanderbilt
https://newyorkyimby.com/?s=J%C5%8Dji+Debuts+Beneath+One+Vanderbilt
https://apnews.com/article/united-nations-general-assembly-preview-e3b720be8572c5eedb291102da34055f
https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2022/9/28/23377074/nyc-test-scores-math-reading-david-banks-pandemic
https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2022/9/29/23378824/nyc-middle-high-school-admissions-changes
https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2022/9/29/23378824/nyc-middle-high-school-admissions-changes
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meanwhile, will once again be allowed to screen students based on grades and other metrics for 
the first time since before the pandemic, Banks added…Banks said the revamped admissions 
process…aims to strike a balance between “increasing access to communities who have historically 
been locked out of screened schools,” while also “rewarding those who work hard academically and 
make it to the top of their middle school class.”…High school applications open Oct. 12 [Middle 
School applications open on October 26]. Applications for middle and high school are due Dec. 1… 
At the high school level, former Mayor Bill de Blasio’s administration eliminated a special 
geographic priority for students in Manhattan’s District 2 [our school district], and shifted screened 
admissions rules last year to reduce the importance of the very top grades. This year, eighth 
graders at the top of their class last year — or in the top 15% citywide — must also have scored an 
average of at least 90 in their seventh grade core subjects to have priority to the selective high 
schools, according to the new admissions criteria.   
 
 

 

Policing 

 

Weekly crime reports  
 

17th precinct 

www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf  
 

13th Precinct 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf 
 
 
 

New York City will not enforce the COVID-19 vaccine mandate for the NYPD 

following a judge’s surprise ruling late last week that the requirement was unlawful, the Post reports 
(paywall). 
[Source: City & State First Read email, cityandstateny.com, September 27, 2022] 
 
 
 
 

Rapes are up in New York City. Training on how to treat victims, way down. 

September 24, 2022, gothamist.com, by Samantha Max 
 
 
 

Housing, zoning, preservation & affordability 

 
October 17 pre-application deadline 
October 21 grant application deadline  

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf
https://nypost.com/2022/09/27/nyc-wont-enforce-covid-vax-mandate-for-nypd-officers-while-it-appeals-ruling
https://gothamist.com/news/rapes-are-up-in-new-york-city-training-on-how-to-treat-victims-way-down
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Technical Assistance Grants from the Preservation League of NY State 
Pre-Applications are now open for the 2022 grants which are available to eligible NYS nonprofits 
and municipalities. This program provides support for professional services of architects, 
engineers, and other design and preservation professionals working with nonprofit groups and 
municipalities to preserve their buildings, structures, and other resources that serve an arts and/or 
cultural function. Have questions about the TAG program or your own application? Join a virtual 
drop-in help session: 
Thursday,  October 6   4pm  
Monday, October 17   12pm 
 
 
 

Evictions slowly ramp up after COVID-19 
September 19, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Tim Murphy  
[W]hen many people who were already struggling to make ends meet suddenly found themselves 
out of work and unable to pay their rent. In response, the government didn’t exactly cancel rent, but 
it did a lot to take the heat off cash-strapped tenants. The state passed an emergency law that 
declared any tenant who filed a hardship claim was shielded against eviction. The federal 
government poured billions into an Emergency Rental Assistance Program that flowed down to 
states, and then to landlords, so that back rent could get paid, with about $2.4 billion being paid out 
in New York state so far…And already available in New York City were one-time payments from the 
city Human Resources Administration, which provided some tenants with relief...But after the 
eviction moratorium ended on Jan. 15, evictions, although still very low, have crept up...“ERAP has 
to be fully funded,” Tyrrell said, so it can pay out the full amount of unpaid rent rather than just up to 
a certain cap…But right now, the political will in D.C. to give what states are asking for for their ERAP 
programs is low.”...Groups representing landlords said years of rent nonpayment, plus the cost of 
going to Housing Court, can be devastating for small landlords for whom there is often a narrow 
profit margin after taxes, their mortgage and maintenance expenses...What is the long-term fix? 
People on both sides of the issue also agreed that, to some extent, the eviction rolls reflected the 
larger issue of an affordable housing crisis, especially in New York City. “This might sound like a 
long shot, but in the long term, we have to decommodify more housing” [Patrick Tyrrell, a senior 
staff attorney at Mobilization for Justice who provides counsel for tenants in Housing Court] said. 
“As long as every housing unit is seen as a market asset, people will always be pushed out to be 
replaced by higher-performing tenants, or whatever the euphemism is.”...He said the city and state 
need to look to alternatives that are not beholden to the private market, such as community land 
trusts and a return to having the federal government pay for public housing, even though he 
acknowledged that those were “not snap-your-fingers overnight solutions.”...“Folks entering the 
shelter system will cost taxpayers so much more money than just (having the government pay) their 
back rent. It’s a lose-lose on every level.” 
 
 
 

Environmental activists call for a crack down on e-commerce warehouses in 
New York City 
September 8, 2022, gothamist.com, by Arya Sundaram 
The Last-Mile Coalition, named for the final step of the direct-to-door delivery chain the warehouses 
sustain, submitted a proposed amendment to the city's zoning rules Wednesday that would ramp up 

https://www.preservenys.org/technical-assistance-grants
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcocOuupzkqHNCoaiRFyYGNqtgjFSBzvlZR
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcocO2srjsqHdPpeHSqvtWLtNLWPUsQDoW0
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2022/09/evictions-slowly-ramp-after-covid-19/377288/
https://gothamist.com/news/environmental-activists-call-for-a-crack-down-on-e-commerce-warehouses-in-new-york-city
https://gothamist.com/news/environmental-activists-call-for-a-crack-down-on-e-commerce-warehouses-in-new-york-city
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regulations for such facilities totaling at least 50,000 square feet...A special permit would be 
required, with input from the city transportation and environmental protection agencies, to ensure 
the facilities won’t negatively impact nearby traffic, pedestrian and road safety, or air pollution. For 
some facilities with waterfront access, 80% of deliveries in and out of the buildings would have to 
arrive by water..."We want to make sure that these facilities are good neighbors," said Kevin Garcia, 
NYC-EJA's transportation planner...The proposal will require an environmental review and public 
input from affected community boards and borough presidents before the City Planning 
Commission and City Council would vote on the measure. 
 
 
 

 
Can private equity and health care mix? 
Source: Bloomberg Prognosis, bloombergbusiness.com, September 27, 2022 
In the last month or so, [Anna Edney] noticed several stories about private equity firms getting into a 
wide array of health care from autism therapy to ophthalmology. None of them paint a flattering 
picture: Prices almost always go up and the quality of care almost always goes down. The most 
devastating article I’ve read recently, from the New Yorker, tells the story of a once idyllic and well-
run nursing home that was bought out by private equity during the pandemic. The result? There was 
a Covid outbreak at the home after the new company slashed staff numbers, and residents 
died…Private equity investment in health care isn’t new…John Tozzi wrote in 2018 about 
devastating air ambulance bills as a result of private equity ownership. Sabrina Willmer also wrote 
for Bloomberg in 2019 about children who died after an at-home nursing company was taken over 
by private equity. None of this negative attention has slowed private equity’s roll. “The industry 
roared back after a pandemic-induced lull in 2020,” according to Bain & Co. The consulting firm 
reported that total health-care investment more than doubled in 2021 to $151 billion from $66 
billion the year before…Researchers published a study earlier this month in the medical journal 
JAMA analyzing private equity acquisitions in the fields of ophthalmology, gastroenterology and 
dermatology. They found that after being bought out by private equity firms, practices charged 
insurance an average of 20% more than they did before. Patients also used the services more, 
which may indicate different management practices or potentially overutilization, the study authors 
wrote. AHIP, the lobbying association for health insurers, sounded an alarm this month with an 
issue brief titled “Lower Quality at Higher Costs” and called on Congress to make changes that 
would remove some of the incentives for private equity firms to invest in health care companies. 
“The need for those private equity firms to achieve high returns on investment on a fast time 
horizon is in direct conflict with the goal of lower health care costs for all Americans and greater 
investments in quality and safety,” AHIP said. — Anna Edney 
 
 
 

How illegal Airbnbs slip through the cracks 
September 27, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Nisha Shetty 
As it awaits new law, City Hall wages unwinnable war against short-term rentals…Welcome to New 
York City’s short-term rental industry, where victims are powerless, profiteers run rampant and most 
visitors have no idea their stays are illegal…The underlying problem: Illegal rentals are so common 
that the city can’t police them all, and Airbnb profits off them with little risk to itself. “Any liability is 
going to fall on the host”…A law in name only. State law and city regulations are clear: Home rentals 
of fewer than 30 days are not permitted unless the permanent resident is present…The city and 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2018-06-11/private-equity-backed-air-ambulances-leave-behind-massive-bills
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2019-10-22/death-and-deals-sick-children-suffer-private-equity-profits
https://www.bain.com/insights/year-in-review-global-healthcare-private-equity-and-ma-report-2022/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2795946
https://www.ahip.org/documents/202208-AHIP-Private-Equity-Issue-Brief_v04.pdf
https://therealdeal.com/2022/09/27/how-illegal-airbnbs-fall-through-the-cracks/
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Airbnb have been at war over the issue for the past decade. Visitors who stay in Airbnbs help the 
city’s economy, but city officials want them to stay in hotels, not in apartments — especially with the 
tight housing supply driving up rents…City regulators narrowed their efforts to commercial players 
with scores of listings and operators who generated complaints or put people’s safety at risk…In a 
settlement, the city got most of what it wanted in the law, which passed in 2020. Online, short-term 
rental platforms had to hand over quarterly data on bookings, including the address of each rental, 
the URL of the listing, details about the reservation, contact information about the host and bank 
accounts to which payouts were made…Although the 2020 law dramatically reduced the number of 
illegal listings and provides the city with quarterly reports showing lots of illegal rentals, the Office 
of Special Enforcement still has to observe illegal activity to penalize it…The short-term rental 
registration law passed last year, which takes effect in January, could do that. It would for the first 
time require hosts to register their homes before renting them out. The city will vet applicants to 
make sure they can legally host renters for fewer than 30 days, and provide a confirmation number, 
without which the platforms will not process the transaction…Hosts face fines up to $5,000 and 
platforms can be dinged $1,500 for every illegal booking. 
 
 
 

NYC Opens 300-Household Intake Shelter for Asylum Seekers in Midtown 
Hotel 
September 30, 2022, citylimits.org, by David Brand 
New York City is opening its latest checkpoint for recently arrived immigrants, this time converting a 
hotel near Madison Square Garden into an intake and assessment center with rooms for nearly 300 
families and single adults…The intake facility—dubbed the Asylum Seeker Support Program, or 
ASSP, by the Department of Homeless Services (DHS)—is located inside the 618-room Stewart 
Hotel on 7th Avenue. The site will be run by Acacia Network, a nonprofit that the city has repeatedly 
tapped to stand-up new shelters inside hotels amid a dramatic rise in the homeless population in 
recent months…A [hotel] employee told City Limits that paying guests will stay in about half the 
rooms in the 28-floor hotel, while the other half will be reserved for the newly arrived immigrants 
and Acacia intake operations…A DHS spokesperson said the agency is working with the Mayor’s 
Office of Immigrant Affairs to identify families and individuals to visit the intake facility, as well the 
Department of Education and the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to enroll children in 
schools and meet their health needs…The facility is the latest temporary waystation for newly 
arrived immigrants seeking shelter and other services as the number of people in DHS-contracted 
shelters continues to rise, surpassing  60,000 people…Construction of a 1000-bed refugee camp-
style facility is underway in an Orchard Beach parking lot…The Adams administration has also 
considered other controversial housing options, including summer camps and cruise ships, for 
newly arrived immigrants…Videos…show families at Gramercy’s Marcel Hotel, one of the first hotels 
leased amid the current rise in the city’s shelter population, being loaded onto yellow school buses 
on the night of Sept. 28. City officials said families are being transported to shelters with more 
comprehensive, language-specific services. 
 
 
 

Shelter providers, housing advocates urge mayor remove barriers to housing 
amid longer shelter stays 
September 21, 2022, gothamist.com, by Chau Lam 

https://citylimits.org/2022/09/30/nyc-opens-300-household-intake-shelter-for-asylum-seekers-in-midtown-hotel/
https://citylimits.org/2022/09/30/nyc-opens-300-household-intake-shelter-for-asylum-seekers-in-midtown-hotel/
https://gothamist.com/news/shelter-providers-housing-advocates-urge-mayor-remove-barriers-to-housing-amid-longer-shelter-stays
https://gothamist.com/news/shelter-providers-housing-advocates-urge-mayor-remove-barriers-to-housing-amid-longer-shelter-stays
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Homeless families and individuals are staying in city shelters longer – an average of two-and-a-half 
years, according to new data recently released by the mayor’s office. Meanwhile, the city’s 
production of affordable housing plunged 45% during the last fiscal year from June 2021 to July 
2022, according to the annual Mayor’s Management Report. Housing advocated warn that the 
combination of the two could be troublesome for the city…Housing advocates and shelter providers 
say that the current shelter situation should prompt the Adams administration to rethink some of 
the rules that keep people out of permanent housing and in shelters longer…Christine Quinn, 
president of Women in Need, the city's largest provider of family shelter and supportive housing, a 
type of affordable housing…was among 43 shelter providers and advocates calling on Adams to 
scrap a decades-old rule that requires homeless individuals to live in a shelter for 90 days before 
they can apply for rent assistance that could get them into a permanent home…“The easiest thing to 
do right now would be to cut the administrative barriers and make using vouchers more accessible 
and make using them more like using cash,” [Catherine Trapani, executive director of advocacy 
group Homeless Services United] said…The city has also cut back its ambition to build affordable 
housing at a time of increasing need. The city’s Department of Housing Preservation and 
Development estimated that the agency will create only 18,000 new affordable housing units in the 
next fiscal year. 

Mayor’s Management Report, September 2022 

 
 
 
Searching for a nuanced (and effective) approach to achieving affordable housing… 
 

How to Break Barriers to Build More Housing in New York? Experts Point to 
Changes 
September 29, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid 
 

Citizens Budget Commission (CBC), a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization, Report: Improving 
New York City’s Land Use Decision-Making Process 

 

In New York, NIMBYism Finally Outstays Its Welcome 
September 28, 2022, nytimes.com, by Mara Gay 
 

Pro-housing activists behind SoHo rezoning hire Mayor Adams adviser as 
new leader 
September 19, 2022, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim 
Open New York, a pro-housing group that successfully pushed a plan to build affordable housing in 
one of the city’s wealthiest neighborhoods…announced Monday that Annemarie Gray, a 35-year-old 
senior advisor for land use policy under Mayor Eric Adams, would become its new executive 
director. The hiring, which is being funded by a philanthropic grant, reflects a broader effort by the 
nascent activist group to become a bigger player in shaping local and state housing policy…Open 
New York also announced that it had received an additional $500,000 in seed funding from Open 
Philanthropy, a charitable nonprofit started by Silicon Valley billionaires which has financed other 
YIMBY initiatives across the country. The group — which became a 501(c)(4) in 2019 — has 
received $1.5 million to date from Open Philanthropy…the unabashedly “yes, in my backyard” 
(YIMBY) activist group has also faced backlash from many residents and preservationists, who 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/mmr2022/2022_mmr.pdf
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/11603-experts-changes-new-york-city-housing-crisis
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/11603-experts-changes-new-york-city-housing-crisis
https://cbcny.org/research/improving-new-york-citys-land-use-decision-making-process
https://cbcny.org/research/improving-new-york-citys-land-use-decision-making-process
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/28/opinion/new-york-housing-crisis.html
https://gothamist.com/news/pro-housing-activists-behind-soho-rezoning-hire-mayor-adams-adviser-as-new-leader
https://gothamist.com/news/pro-housing-activists-behind-soho-rezoning-hire-mayor-adams-adviser-as-new-leader
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have accused the group of propping up real estate interests…The group could prove to be a valuable 
ally for Adams, who has embraced a “City of Yes” approach that has won support from YIMBY 
activists. Adams has proposed zoning amendments that would increase the density of affordable 
housing projects without subjecting them to a lengthy land-use approval process. At the same time, 
the mayor has been criticized for failing to develop more ambitious — and quantifiable — affordable 
housing goals…Gray added that she also wanted Open New York to push for more pro-housing 
policies in Albany, which imposes restrictions on residential density in New York City and wields 
approval over developer tax-incentive programs like 421-a, a top priority for the mayor that recently 
expired. 
 
 
 

Sustainability & resilience 

 

Governor Hochul announces four gigawatts of distributed solar installed in 
New York and largest single-rooftop solar array in Manhattan 
September 21, 2022, Press release 
As part of Climate Week, Governor Kathy Hochul today announced four gigawatts of distributed 
solar—community, residential, small commercial and industrial projects—have been installed across 
the state…Since the launch of the NY-Sun initiative, the cost of solar in New York has declined by 70 
percent…When combined with the projects that are under development and moving toward 
commercial operation, achieving today's milestone puts New York on track to exceed its goal to 
install six gigawatts of distributed solar by 2025 and progress toward 10 gigawatts by 2030. 
Governor Hochul was joined by U.S. Climate Alliance leaders to make the historic announcement 
today from the roof of the Javits Center, where they applauded progress in the installation of the 
largest single-rooftop solar array in Manhattan…The 1,400 solar panels on the Javits Center's green 
roof, which also serves as a habitat for area wildlife, will be supplemented by a 3.5-megawatt 
battery storage system. The project is the result of a public-private partnership between the Javits 
Center, the New York Power Authority (NYPA), and Siemens Industry…A one-acre rooftop farm and 
greenhouse also was constructed, creating a roof-to-table experience for convention center guests. 
Below the rooftop event spaces is a four-level truck marshaling facility that houses up to 200 
tractor-trailers at any one time, reducing neighborhood congestion and pollution while improving 
traffic safety…Earlier this year, Governor Hochul announced New York became the top community 
solar market. Photos of the solar array.  
    
 
 
 

(opinion) After Going Solar, I Felt the Bliss of Sudden Abundance 
July 29, 2022, wired.com, by Clive Thompson 
My rooftop panels showed me that a world powered by renewables would be an overflowing horn of 
plenty, with fast, sporty cars and comfy homes…three and a half years ago, something happened 
that changed my entire psychology around electricity: I installed solar panels on my house. I quickly 
found myself awash in more energy than I could use. The installers had predicted the panels would 
produce 100 percent of what my household needed. (Since battery systems aren’t yet legal in 
Brooklyn, New York, where I live, any surplus I generated during sunlight hours would get sold to the 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-four-gigawatts-distributed-solar-installed-new-york-and-largest
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-four-gigawatts-distributed-solar-installed-new-york-and-largest
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/NY-Sun/Solar-for-Your-Home/Community-Solar
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/NY-Sun/Solar-for-Your-Home/Community-Solar
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2022-09/Javits_Rooftop.pdf
https://www.wired.com/story/after-going-solar-i-felt-the-bliss-of-sudden-abundance
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grid, and I buy energy back at night.) But the installers underestimated: It turns out I generate a lot 
of net surplus. According to the “smart meter” that my utility installed, in a 24-hour period my house 
frequently generates 25 percent more juice than I need, even on a hot summer day. On sunny spring 
and fall days, it’ll crank out 50 percent more than I use. I’m saving about $2,000 a year, so I’ll 
amortize the cost of the array in seven years; then the electricity is damn-near free. 
 
 
 
 

New York-New Jersey Harbor and Tributaries Coastal Storm Risk 
Management Feasibility Study, Draft Integrated Feasibility Report and Tier 1 
Environmental Impact Statement 
$52+ billion project for storm barriers and risk reduction features for the New York-New Jersey 
harbor and tributaries (569 pages).  
The public is invited to submit comments by January 6, 2023 to: 
Mr. Bryce W. Wisemiller 
Project Manager 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New York District 
Jacob K. Javits Federal Building, Room 17-401 
c/o PSC Mail Center 
26 Federal Plaza 
New York, New York 10278 
917-790-8307 
nynjharbor.tribstudy@usace.army.mil  
 
 
 

Redistricting 

 

Judge: NY Assembly maps to be redrawn by dysfunctional redistricting 
commission 
September 29, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Rebecca C. Lewis 
A state Supreme Court judge has ruled that the dysfunctional Independent Redistricting 
Commission must get the band back together to submit new Assembly lines by April 2023 that will 
be in place for the 2024 cycle…When a judge tossed state Senate lines in April, it was done not 
because of gerrymandering, but because the state Legislature did not have the authority to draw 
and approve new maps when the redistricting commission failed to reach a consensus…Although 
the Assembly lines stayed in place initially because the original lawsuit didn’t include them, a new 
suit, brought by three political activists, soon rectified that. An appeals court judge ruled that the 
Assembly maps would be tossed too, on the same grounds, and kicked it back down to a lower 
court judge to decide the process for getting them redrawn. In the meantime, the newly drawn, 
temporary Assembly district lines would be used for the 2022 cycle.   
 
 
 

And…the New York City redistricting process has also devolved 
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https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Portals/37/NYNJHATS%20Draft%20Integrated%20Feasibility%20Report%20Tier%201%20EIS.pdf
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September 22, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough 
The New York City Districting Commission voted down a new set of proposed City Council maps on 
Thursday…In order to send this latest set of maps to the City Council – one of the final steps in the 
city’s redistricting process – nine of the commission’s 15 members needed to vote in favor on 
Thursday. But eight of the commission’s members voted against sending the updated maps to the 
City Council…critics of that map pointed to the decision to keep Staten Island’s three districts whole 
as causing a cascade of other issues with the map…Criticisms of the July draft included complaints 
about looping Roosevelt Island into a Queens-based district, dividing a large group of Black co-op 
owners in Queens’ Rochdale Village, and splitting up Hispanic voters in Red Hook and Sunset Park 
into separate districts…Had this version of maps been approved, the City Council would have had a 
chance to review them before sending them back to the commission for final changes. The 
commission is expected to submit a final plan to the City Clerk by Dec. 7, ahead of next year’s City 
Council elections…the commission will reconvene at some point after the Rosh Hashanah holiday 
next week to hold a public meeting at which the commission will deliberate on district lines with a 
public audience. 
 

Related: Redistricting Commission Votes Down Latest City Council Draft Map 
September 22, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid 
 
NYC Districting Commission YouTube channel has posted videos of the hearings, including those of 
September 22, 29 and 30. 
 
 

Elections, voting & appointments 
 

NY Republican, Conservative Parties sue to upend absentee ballot counting 
in general election 
September 30, 2022, gothamist.com, by Brigid Bergin and John Campbell 
Republican and Conservative Party leaders filed a lawsuit this week challenging the state’s laws 
governing who is eligible for an absentee ballot in New York and how they’re processed, prompting 
concerns from voting rights advocates and election administrators that it could sow chaos just 
weeks ahead of the general election. The lawsuit, if successful in court, could have a dramatic 
effect on the November election. Along with challenging a 2022 law that expedites absentee ballot 
canvassing, the lawsuit seeks to throw out another recent law allowing people to vote absentee if 
they fear contracting a disease like COVID-19. That could have the effect of invalidating large 
numbers of absentee ballots that have already been requested and, in some cases, mailed 
back…The Republican-led plaintiffs are asking the court to declare unconstitutional a new law 
adopted last year to expedite absentee ballot canvassing, a process conducted by teams of 
bipartisan elections officials to determine if an absentee ballot envelope appears valid, invalid, or 
contains any curable defect, such as a missing voter signature. They also want the court to rule that 
the threat of COVID-19 is not a valid excuse to seek an absentee ballot…A hearing date has been set 
for next Wednesday, Oct. 5 for the case. 
 
 

The Issues Dominating the 2022 General Election for New York Governor 
September 26, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Charles Gorrivan 

https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/11591-redistricting-commission-votes-down-city-council-draft-map
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Hochul has thus far run on what she has passed and is implementing on healthcare, infrastructure 
and economic development, gun violence prevention, education, childcare, renewable energy, and 
more…Both candidates are on the attack. Hochul and her fellow Democrats paint Zeldin as a “far-
right extremist,” drawing upon his anti-abortion and pro-gun stances and ties to former President 
Donald Trump that include his vote against certifying the 2020 presidential elections on the night of 
January 6, 2021…the Republican nominee plans to make his case largely by trying to focus voters 
on two issues. “No matter how hard Kathy Hochul tries changing the subject, the top 2 issues of this 
campaign for Governor are Crime & the Economy,” Zeldin tweeted…He will appear on both the 
Conservative and Republican Party ballot lines…The four-term congressman champions a tough-on-
crime agenda and promises to boost the state economy through initiatives like fracking, tax cuts, 
and business deregulation…“Kathy Hochul is in over her head. She’s a walking identity crisis, to be 
honest,” Zeldin said. 
 
 
 

 
All the ethics snafus dogging Kathy Hochul 
September 30, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Erik Lazo 
The governor has notched eye-popping fundraising numbers, and it’s difficult to do that without 
raising some eyebrows. Here’s a list of the Hochul administration’s bad looks.  
The $637 million in pricey COVID-19 tests from a major donor 
Accepting donations from appointees – thanks to a loophole 
Russ Maxwell and Medical Answering Services [multibillion-dollar contract] 
Bill Hochul and Delaware North 
Plans for a new Buffalo Bills stadium 
Brian Benjamin resigns amid campaign finance scandal 
[Editor’s note: And the Penn Station neighborhood redevelopment plan, with developer Vornado as 
the primary developer beneficiary. Vornado is a major donor to Hochul’s campaign.] 
 
 
 

Budget, finances & taxes 
 

House sends stopgap funding bill to avoid government shutdown to Biden’s 
desk 
September 30, 2022, thehill.com, by Aris Folley 
The House on Friday passed a short-term funding bill to keep the government running for the next 
few months…The measure will allow the government to remain funded at the current spending 
levels through Dec. 16. Negotiators say it will give them more time to work out a larger agreement 
over how to fund the government for fiscal 2023. 
 
 
 

Federal pandemic aid has helped local government budgets 
September 27, 2022, nystateofpolitics.com, by Nick Reisman 

https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2022/09/all-ethics-snafus-dogging-kathy-hochul/377864/
https://thehill.com/policy/finance/3668882-house-sends-funding-bill-to-avoid-government-shutdown-to-bidens-desk/
https://thehill.com/policy/finance/3668882-house-sends-funding-bill-to-avoid-government-shutdown-to-bidens-desk/
https://nystateofpolitics.com/state-of-politics/new-york/ny-state-of-politics/2022/09/27/federal-pandemic-aid-has-helped-local-government-budgets
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[D]espite the fragile and volatile financial picture, local governments in New York are flush with 
money. The brighter financial picture is due, in part, to the federal pandemic aid sent to 
communities around the country, as well as rapidly growing sales tax revenue. State Comptroller 
Tom DiNapoli's office on Tuesday released its annual report assessing the fiscal "stress" of local 
governments. [Editor’s note: NYC is not on that list!]  
Fiscal Stress Monitoring System: Municipalities: Fiscal Year 2021 Results 
 
  
 

Comptroller Lander and Mayor Adams Announce Issuance of New York City’s 
First Social Bonds 
September 20, 2022, Press release 
New York City Comptroller Brad Lander and New York City Mayor Eric Adams today announced that 
the City of New York will issue approximately $400 million of taxable general obligation social 
bonds in October 2022. Proceeds from the sale of these bonds will support more than 3,000 units 
of affordable housing in New York City…This is the City of New York’s first sale of social bonds, 
which are part of an emerging class of Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) bonds that 
support projects with positive social and environmental outcomes…This bond offering will finance 
projects currently in development under the New York City Department of Housing Preservation and 
Development’s (HPD) Extremely Low- and Low-Income Affordability (ELLA) program, Supportive 
Housing Loan Program (SHLP), and Senior Affordable Rental Apartments (SARA) program. 
 
 
 

Government, executive orders, legislation, 
rules, policies (including pending) 
 
FEDERAL 

[still pending] Fighting for the Equal Rights Amendment. On Wednesday, Rep. 

Carolyn Maloney was joined by ERA advocates, House colleagues, and the Attorney General of 
Illinois at a press conference following oral arguments in the Illinois v. Ferriero case at the D.C. 
Circuit Court of Appeals. This lawsuit was brought against the National Archivist by Nevada, Illinois, 
and Virginia – the final three states to ratify the ERA, though Virginia withdrew from the case earlier 
this year. The plaintiff states are suing the National Archivist to compel the Archivist to publish the 
ERA as the 28th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution…The ERA has satisfied all the requirements to 
amend the constitution under Article V. The archivist is now responsible for certifying and 
publishing the amendment, which is simply a ministerial duty, one with no room for the exercise of 
discretion. 
[Source: Rep. Maloney’s Weekly Update, September 30, 2022] 
 
 
 
FEDERAL 

On September 16, 2022, the President signed into law: S. 3103, the Eliminating Limits to 
Justice for Child Sex Abuse Victims Act of 2022, which eliminates the Federal statute 

https://www.osc.state.ny.us/files/local-government/publications/2022/pdf/Fiscal-Stress-Monitoring-System-Municipalities-Fiscal-Year-2021-Results.pdf
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/comptroller-lander-and-mayor-adams-announce-issuance-of-new-york-citys-first-social-bonds/
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/comptroller-lander-and-mayor-adams-announce-issuance-of-new-york-citys-first-social-bonds/


 
 

34 
 

of limitations to file a civil action for minor victims of sexual abuse, human trafficking, forced labor, 
or child pornography.  
 
 
 
FEDERAL 
Source: The Hill's Morning Report email, September 22, 2022 

The House on Wednesday passed the Presidential Election Reform Act 229-

203, with nine Republicans supporting it alongside all Democrats. The bill, co-sponsored by Reps. 
Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) and Zoe Lofgren (D-Calif.) — two members of the Jan. 6 select committee — 
seeks to modernize the Electoral Count Act of 1887. The bill raises the threshold for members of 
Congress to object to electoral results, clarifies the vice president’s role during the counting of 
electoral votes and lays out an expedited court process for election challenges among other 
changes. It seeks to modernize the very law that supporters of former president Trump tried to 
manipulate during the Jan. 6, 2021 Capitol insurrection (Politico)…Meanwhile, the Senate is working 
on its own version of an Electoral Count Act reform bill, co-sponsored by Sens. Susan Collins (R-
Maine) and Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.)...Senators emphasize the bipartisan nature of their bill. 
 
U.S. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell have 

endorsed a bipartisan electoral count reform bill in the Senate, all but cementing its 

passage, The Washington Post reports (paywall). 
[Source: City & State First Read email, cityandstateny.com, September 27, 2022] 
 
 
 
FEDERAL 

Combatting Illicit Financing. This week, the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 

(FinCEN) announced rulemaking to implement Rep. Carolyn Maloney’s Corporate Transparency Act. 
This legislation passed into law in December 2020, requires companies to disclose their true, 
beneficial owners at the time the company is formed to prevent bad actors from using anonymous 
shell companies to thwart law enforcement and hide their illicit activities. 
[Source: Rep. Maloney’s Weekly Update, September 30, 2022] 
 
 
STATE 
Sen. Hoylman introduced legislation: 
This week [Hoylman] introduced a bill to require developers to replace every unit of housing they 
demolish. We have seen a sharp increase of real estate developers tearing down low rise apartment 
buildings with many affordable units to replace them with large condo towers with fewer apartment 
units. The New York Times found that developers were squandering high density sites. For example, 
a historic townhouse with 30 rental apartments was razed and replaced with a 321 foot behemoth; 
despite the height there are now only 21 massive luxury condo units. [Hoylman’s] bill would make 
sure developers build back all the units they tear down. This is common sense as we continue to 
see soaring rent prices in Manhattan and across the city.  
[Source: State Senator Brad Hoylman’s email of September 30, 2022] 
 

New York lawmakers want your right to an attorney to cover immigration too 

https://www.politico.com/news/2022/09/21/electoral-count-act-democrats-maga-trump-00057843
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/09/27/mcconnell-schumer-electoral-reform
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/23/realestate/nyc-apartments-housing-shortage.html
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2022/09/new-york-lawmakers-want-your-right-attorney-cover-immigration-too/377732/
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September 27, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Rebecca C. Lewis 
With a bill that has failed to pass the state Legislature in recent years, more low-income immigrants 
would have access to representation – the only problem is finding lawyers for them…You have a 
right to an attorney. But that only applies to criminal cases. In other instances where legal cases 
can result in losing your home or getting deported, the same right isn’t extended. That’s what the 
Access to Representation Act [A01961/S00081-B] in the state Legislature aims to remedy. The bill, 
sponsored by state Sen. Brad Hoylman and Assembly Member Catalina Cruz, would create a right to 
counsel in immigration court with accompanying funding to make that possible. But while the 
sponsors and immigration advocates agree on the significant need for the legislation, its rollout 
may face the same hurdles as New York City’s existing right to counsel in housing court. Namely, a 
shortage of lawyers to handle a huge number of cases. 
 
 
 
STATE 

 
September 12, 2022, press release  
Governor Kathy Hochul announced $10 million in State funding for the Fashion Innovation Center, 
which will promote a collaborative approach to utilizing New York State-produced smart and 
sustainable textiles. Empire State Development will spearhead the creation of a consortium-led FIC, 
which will utilize expertise from New York State universities, farms, fashion industry leaders, and 
non-profit organizations. The FIC will focus on addressing fashion industry needs, utilizing New 
York State-produced crops for fiber materials, and cultivating technology that advances 
sustainability and innovation through wearable technologies in the fashion and textile industries. 
The FIC will also include a Sustainable Fashion Innovation Center Accelerator, focused on the 
creation of smart and sustainable alternatives that solve large scale industry problems, create green 
jobs, promote state-sourced textiles, and support sustainable fashion. 
 
 
STATE 

New York Needs Fair Pay for Home Care Workers 
Source: State Assembly Member Linda B. Rosenthal’s (Assembly district 67) email of September 30, 
2022 
[pending legislation] Rosenthal was proud to fight alongside members of the New York Caring 
Majority, 1199 SEIU, AARP and others to advocate for increased wages for our state’s home care 
workforce. These caretakers work long hours to care for our family members and loved ones…home 
care workers earn an average of just over $12 an hour or $22,000 per year. They fought hard to pass 
the Fair Pay for Home Care legislation as part of the 2022-23 budget, which would raise wages for 
home care workers to 150% of the minimum wage. That goal remains for next session, but they did 
win a $2 per hour wage increase this year…it goes into effect this Saturday, October 1. However, 
private insurance companies have decided to pocket this increase and pass along as little as a 20 
cents per hour increase. This week, Rosenthal joined advocates and colleagues in the Legislature 
for a virtual press conference calling on the New York State Department of Health to ensure the 
increase is properly implemented. Without intervention, the workers and home care agencies could 
lose out on more than $200 million that was set aside in this year’s budget. Fair Pay for Home Care, 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A01961&term=2021&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-10-million-funding-fashion-innovation-center-during-new-york-fashion
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-10-million-funding-fashion-innovation-center-during-new-york-fashion
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was passed with the workers in mind, not insurance companies. Every penny allocated must end up 
in the pockets of workers. When we return to session in 2023, Rosenthal will team up once again 
with the coalition to achieve passage of the Fair Pay for Home Care legislation. 
 
 
 
CITY 

City takes aim at landlords’ empty retail space (paywall) 

September 29, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Kathryn Brenzel 
New measure requires vacancies to be reported twice a year…The City Council on Thursday passed 
a bill to ramp up reporting requirements for vacant retail space. The measure, sponsored by 
Manhattan Council member Gale Brewer, builds on a 2019 law that established a public database of 
commercial properties in New York City… “This will provide more data to observe patterns and 
trends to make better decisions,” Brewer said in a statement. Whether those decisions might 
include a vacancy tax or commercial rent control, as Council members have floated over the years 
as a way to prod landlords to minimize retail cavities, remains to be seen…The City Council also 
passed a measure Thursday to create a “One-Stop Shop NYC Business Portal,” where all 
applications, permits, licenses and other information needed for opening a small business is 
available. 
  
 
 
 
CITY 

Mayor Adams signs bills to improve maternal health education and services 
September 6, 2022, gothamist.com, by Caroline Lewis 
Targeting the longstanding disparities in maternal mortality and morbidity has been a key issue for 
the Adams administration. Black New Yorkers are eight times more likely to die from pregnancy-
related causes than their white counterparts, and nearly three times as likely to suffer from severe 
pregnancy complications...The bills are largely centered around education. Several measures 
require the city to inform pregnant New Yorkers about their rights, common pregnancy 
complications and the benefits of doulas and midwives. The newly minted laws also call for the city 
to publish research annually on maternal mortality and morbidity...One of the laws Adams signed 
codifies a program he announced in March to increase access to doulas, especially for low-income, 
first-time parents. 
 
 
CITY 

Council Speaker Outlines Priorities, Weighs In On Key Issues Facing the City 
September 29, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth 
City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams said she wants more transparency at the Department of 
Education, more discretion for judges in setting bail, and more federal intervention in the city's 
current shelter crisis…Adams said her top two priorities as speaker are housing and education 
equity…Adams said she believes judges should be given more discretion to set bail, joining similar 
calls from the mayor and governor…Adams also talked about quality-of-life issues like the ubiquity 
of scaffolding (she supports time limits), speeding e-bikes (she wants more enforcement), and 
outdoor dining (she's OK with sidewalk eateries but wants curbside sheds removed). 
 

https://therealdeal.com/2022/09/29/city-takes-aim-at-landlords-empty-retail-space/
https://gothamist.com/news/adams-signs-bills-to-improve-maternal-health-education-and-services
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/11604-city-council-speaker-adams-outlines-priorities
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Legislative recap: City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams’ email, New York City Council News: 
Summer Recap & Highlights, September 24, 2022 
 
 
 
CITY 

Adams and Unions Strike Deal on Shift to Cost-Cutting Medicare Plan 
September 8, 2022, nysfocus.com, by Sam Mellins /  
At a meeting Thursday morning, the administration of Mayor Eric Adams and major unions 
representing municipal employees agreed on a proposal to clear the way for their long-held goal of 
switching retired city workers to cost-saving private Medicare Advantage plans. The insurance shift, 
first reported by New York Focus more than a year ago, would likely save the city hundreds of 
millions of dollars a year and help pay for current workers’ benefits — but many retirees fear that it 
could decrease their access to health care...people were expressing qualms. But the difficulty is 
we’re not quite sure what else to do, because there is a financial problem here...The legislation 
would also open the door to changes to the health insurance of current city employees. 
 
 
 
Stopping Unlicensed Cannabis Shops 
State Senator Brad Hoylman wrote a letter along with his government colleagues calling on the City 
Administration to stop unlicensed cannabis shops that are expanding across our district from 
selling unregulated products. No person or entity has been awarded a recreational license to sell in 
New York State. These stores and trucks are deceptive to consumers, hazardous to public health, 
cheating on their taxes, undermining the State’s equity-based and legal cannabis rollout, and have 
little incentive to inspect IDs to ensure they are not selling to minors. Hoylman is also a co-sponsor 
of legislation (S.9452 nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S9452)  that would expand the authority 
for the New York Office of Cannabis Management to seize illicit marijuana and for the state 
Department of Taxation and Finance to penalize people allegedly selling cannabis illegally. 
 
Editor's note: Mayor Adams said last week that only legal cannabis retailers should be allowed to 
exist. 
 
 

Could a syringe buyback program help clean up New York City streets? 
September 29, 2022, gothamist.com, by Caroline Lewis 
With complaints about syringe litter on the rise, the New York City Council is considering a new way 
to keep needles off of sidewalks and out of parks: Paying drug users to turn them in…Syringe litter 
complaints were spread throughout the five boroughs, but ZIP code 10033, which covers part of 
Washington Heights, had the most. ZIP codes encompassing parts of Hell’s Kitchen and 
Williamsburg came next in the rankings, respectively…[Councilmember Diana] Ayala’s buyback 
proposal mirrors a project that’s already experienced success in Boston, the Community Syringe 
Redemption Program…one part of Ayala’s legislation needs clarification…The bill indicates that only 
people using overdose prevention centers — also known as supervised injection sites — would be 
able to participate in the syringe buyback pilot. But the city’s two overdose prevention centers, 
where people use drugs under staff supervision, already require clients to use clean needles they 
are given onsite. The users are also required to dispose of the syringes before they leave, 
eliminating the possibility of outdoor litter. 

https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/view_newsletter.aspx?id=174516&c=NYCCSPK
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/view_newsletter.aspx?id=174516&c=NYCCSPK
https://www.nysfocus.com/2022/09/08/adams-and-unions-strike-deal-on-shift-to-cost-cutting-medicare-plan/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S9452
https://gothamist.com/news/could-a-syringe-buyback-program-help-clean-up-new-york-city-streets
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Stories we are following 
 

Mental Health Crisis Leads Hospitals to Create a New Type of ER (paywall) 

September 26, 2022, bloomberg.com, by John Tozzi 
With mental health treatment in short supply, Americans experiencing a psychiatric crisis frequently 
land in a hospital emergency room—brought in by the police or loved ones—and usually stay there 
until they can be safely discharged or transferred. That means patients can spend hours or even 
days stuck on a gurney until a spot opens in a psych ward, the only other setting deemed 
appropriate. The approach rarely offers any real treatment for mental health conditions, and it ties 
up scarce ER beds. That’s spurred some hospitals to try a new idea: mental health crisis units 
designed to treat people quickly in a more serene setting, so they can stabilize patients and send 
them home.  
 
 
Though more than two years of altered patterns have upended how New Yorkers, visitors and 

commuters use their city, outer borough neighborhoods have benefited from the 
move of entrepreneurial energy out of Manhattan, Crain’s New York Business reports 

(paywall). 
[Source: City & State First Read email, cityandstateny.com, September 27, 2022] 
 
 
 
 

Unemployment Rises As Job Hunters Flood NYC, Study Finds 
September 22, 2022, patch.com, by Kathleen Culliton 
The unemployment rate jumped to 6.6 percent in August even as New York City gained roughly 
24,000 new payroll jobs, according to the Center for New York City Affairs...There were 108,000 
more unemployed New Yorkers than before the pandemic began, according to the analysis of data 
from the New York State Labor department...The analysis also found a rise in labor force 
participation — the percentage of employed, working-age residents — spurred by an influx of job 
hunters and reaching 60.9 percent...despite growth, the city continues to grapple with a shortage of 
jobs as opposed to a shortage of applicants...a look at inflation-adjusted salaries showed earnings 
have dropped about by 4 percent since early 2020, according to the study...A comparison of the first 
quarters of 2020 and 2022 shows finance sector wages rose by more than 17 percent while the 
food and services industry wages saw a 1.4 percent drop. 
 
 
 

NYC’s economy is growing. So why is Mayor Eric Adams bracing for a fiscal 
crisis? 
September 26, 2022, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim 
Subways are crowded again as more workers returned to the office. The United Nations General 
Assembly brought back a familiar pain of gridlock alert days. And across the city, bare faces have 
begun to outnumber the masked. At the same time, city officials are now contending with an 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-09-26/hospitals-empath-units-replace-the-er-for-mental-health-patients
https://www.crainsnewyork.com/crains-forum-outer-borough-business/manhattan-no-longer-center-entrepreneurship-new-york-city
https://patch.com/new-york/new-york-city/unemployment-rises-job-hunters-flood-nyc-study-finds
http://www.centernyc.org/reports-briefs/rise-in-labor-force-participation-pushes-up-the-citys-unemployment-rate-average-weekly-hours-and-real-wages-have-fallen-for-many-workers
https://gothamist.com/news/nycs-economy-is-growing-so-why-is-mayor-eric-adams-bracing-for-a-fiscal-crisis
https://gothamist.com/news/nycs-economy-is-growing-so-why-is-mayor-eric-adams-bracing-for-a-fiscal-crisis
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assortment of fiscal challenges — including the gradual drying up of federal pandemic aid and a 
growing recession risk — that threaten to slow or thwart the ongoing recovery…Three months after 
passing a $101 billion budget that increased city spending, Adams has ordered all city agencies to 
plan for cuts: 3% in the coming year and 4.75% in each of the ensuing fiscal years. The 
administration has also called for a temporary hiring freeze, despite a shortage of city workers 
disrupting the delivery of some key services…During four recessions going back to 1990, New York 
City experienced higher unemployment than the nation as a whole, according to data from the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. And it’s poor New Yorkers and those who have less access to resources 
who are likely to bear the brunt of an economic downturn…One option is to offset the cuts by raising 
property taxes, something that last happened under Mayor Michael Bloomberg after the 2008 Great 
Recession. But Adams, who has promised to look out for small landlords, has already said he does 
not want to raise property taxes…Two factors driving the multi-billion dollar deficits are inflation and 
the struggling stock market. Both could cause the city’s labor costs to skyrocket, via upcoming 
contract negotiations with unions and pension investments…The pandemic, which is still a specter 
on the economy, has brought about an unusual moment by disrupting the supply chain as well as 
people’s buying and working habits…The evolving war in Ukraine has created jitters over energy 
prices and Europe’s economy, which can lead to higher gas prices at home and potentially, fewer 
European tourists in New York City. 
 
 
 

Useful COVID-19 information 
 
New York State and NYC Most of the covid restrictions have been lifted. For information about 
specific NY agencies, check with the agency’s website. Federal guidelines are still in effect. Learn 
more at the links below.  

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

Federal laws and regulations regarding covid cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-
regulations.html  

CDC Interim Guidance for Fully Vaccinated People cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-
vaccinated.html  

U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergency-
preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines  

U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Guidance for U.S. Citizens 
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html  

Federal resources for small businesses that are impacted by covid covid-sb.org.  

New York State reopening guidance for businesses forward.ny.gov and 
governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf.  Learn more at 
forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-regulations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-regulations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html
https://covid-sb.org/
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf
https://forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance
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New York State information about reopening, covid rates and zones, vaccination program, covid 
restrictions and guidance, travel advisory, etc. coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home.  

NYS travel advisory coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory. 

New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses) 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.  

New York State Business Pandemic Recovery Initiative. The Empire State Development page with 
information about grants, tax credits, and technical assistance programs for businesses affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more at  esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative.  

New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-
19-main.page  

The NYC Citywide Information Portal with resource guides for businesses and individuals, 
including COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers  
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov. 
 
 

Vaccinations 

Vaccines are now readily available and are free. The NYC Vaccine Finder tells you everywhere in 
NYC that vaccinations are available and the type of vaccination offered  vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  
 

Vaccination data can be found on www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page.  

 
 

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Sites run by New York State are free  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there 
will be charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-
testing.page, call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.  

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary; wait times are 

unpredictable. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results quickly. 
Test results usually come back in 1-2 days. 
 

 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page
https://esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
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See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including  

Testing 

Vaccinations 

 
 

 
The NYC Citywide Information Portal 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers. These resource 
guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and housing, NYCHA residents, and 
more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.  
 
 

 

The MHNA Discount Program 

 
 
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts 
at the links below. 
 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

 

General Discounts 

 

 

Our government representatives 
 
When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 
 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Member Erik Bottcher, Council District 3:  council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,  
District3@council.nyc.gov. 
 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11616&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11706&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:District3@council.nyc.gov
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NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-
0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Member Julie Menin, Council District 5: council.nyc.gov/julie-menin, 212-788-6865, 
District5@council.nyc.gov.  

NYC Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams (speaker) SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov, 718-206-
2068 council.nyc.gov/district-28.  
 
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine: manhattanbp.nyc.gov,  212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 
Mayor Eric Adams: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page. 

Dan Garodnick, Director, Department of City Planning, 120 Broadway, 31st Floor, New York, NY 
10271, Tel. 212-720-3480, Fax. 212-720-3488, Email via website at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-
N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 

 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar 
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mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page
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https://www.nyassembly.gov/
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mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
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https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Kathy Hochul, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  
 
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 
 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press 
releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions.  

 
 

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2022.  

 
 

Read our Privacy Statement 
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please join/renew now 

 
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

 

  
And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc  

in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos! 
 

Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org 
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org 
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The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
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or because you have signed up to receive our emails. 
To be removed from this list, 

send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org  
with “Remove” in the subject. 

 

 
 
 

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org

