News for Murray Hill… August 22, 2022
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.
Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column.

Transportation and traffic advisories
Please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org Traffic Change Updates section to see the work notices for
public projects in the neighborhood: the 2nd Avenue (and surrounding areas) infrastructure
replacement project, Pershing Square East, street closure notices, and more.

Pokey awards for NYC’s slowest buses return from pandemic hiatus,
featuring a surprise appearance
August 8, 2022, gothamist.com, by Stephen Nessen
For the first time anyone can remember, the New York City Transit president appeared at an award
ceremony on Monday that recognized the most problematic buses across the five boroughs for the
month of May. The annual Pokey awards are handed out to bus routes known for being notoriously
slow. The distinction is bestowed by the transit advocacy group NYPIRG, which has held the event
since 2005…After awarding the M102 route that runs from the East Village to Harlem a golden snail
on a pedestal for its phlegmatic average speed of 4.6 miles per hour, organizers were paid a
surprise visit by Richard Davey, the New York City Transit president…Another award is given to the
bus route that suffers from the worst bunching. Known as the Schleppie, the award is given to a
route that has the worst instances of late buses, and then have several buses show up at once.

Public service announcements
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Know what’s going on in other parts of New York State – Drought watch!
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Governor Kathy directed the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation to issue an
updated drought watch…The watch now includes most New York counties except those located in
the Adirondack, Eastern Great Lakes, and New York Metropolitan regions. New York State is
encouraging residents in affected counties, particularly those dependent on private groundwater
wells, to conserve water whenever possible during the coming weeks.

Air quality advisory days
August 20 was an air quality advisory day (unhealthy for sensitive groups) in NYC and lower Hudson
Valley. The pollutant of concern is ozone. The ozone forecast season runs through September. If
you want to get these advisories in advance you can sign up at
dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/aqi/aqi_forecast.cfm.

Ukraine aid
New York State website with information about resources and aid for
Ukrainians
State Department program Uniting for Ukraine
To help fulfill President Biden’s promise to temporarily resettle 100,000 Ukrainian refugees, the
State Department has established Uniting for Ukraine, in which legal residents of the United States
can apply to be sponsors of migrants under a process called Humanitarian Parole. Learn more at
uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole. Welcome.US, a humanitarian group for
refugee resettlement, has created a guide to the process (and offers a mailing list) for people
interested in becoming a sponsor. “Sponsors may apply as individuals, as a group, or as a
representative of a non-governmental agency. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) lists the eligibility requirements and the instructions for completing Form I-134 (the
Declaration of Financial Support).
[Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of 4/28/2022]

Ukrainians in the U.S. since March 1 are eligible for Temporary Protective
Status (TPS) for an 18 month period. CUNY’s Citizenship Now project is ready to help the
Ukrainian community apply for this benefit. Call 646-664-6400.

3

COVID-19 updates
The COVID-19 page on the NYC Department of Health website shows that there are high
transmission levels of COVID throughout the city (data taken 8/18/2022) at
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.

NYC Department of Health recommends the following precautions:
•
•
•
•
•

Wear a high-quality mask in all public indoor settings and around crowds outside.
Stay up-to-date on vaccinations. Vaccine Finder app vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.
Test before and after travel or gatherings, or if you were recently exposed to someone who
has COVID-19.
Stay home if sick.
Wash or sanitize your hands frequently.

COVID-19: Prevention and Groups at Higher Risk

In NYC, masks are required in health care facilities, congregate settings, and on public
transportation. Proof of vaccination and masks may be required by employers, businesses and
nonprofits.

Trends
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Data taken on 8/18/22 from NYC Department of Health Covid Data page
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page compares case rates for zip
code 10016, Manhattan and NYC. Last data point 8/13/2022.

Therapies
People age 65+ and immunocompromised people are eligible for the new anti-viral pills. If you have
COVID symptoms, take a covid test. If you test positive contact your doctor immediately, to request
a prescription. The anti-viral Paxlovid pill is most effective when prescribed shortly after symptoms
begin, and sharply reduces the chances a COVID illness will become severe. It is prescribed as three
pills taken twice a day for five days. Molnupiravir is taken as four pills twice a day for five days. The
pills are available for high-risk adults and must be taken soon after symptoms appear.
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The monoclonal antibody treatment Bebtelovimab remains approved, and is rated as effective
against BA.2.

Free at-home rapid COVID tests from the Federal government (third round) are now
available. Order them at covid.gov/tests.

Medicare will pay for at-home Coronavirus tests, as many as eight tests per month,
under Part B Medicare at participating national pharmacy chains. Many insurance policies will also
pay for tests. Check with your insurance policy and pharmacist to find out if they are participating in
the program.

Council Member Keith Powers still has tests available. Reach out to his office at
212-818-0580 if you need one or if you’d like to co-host a giveaway event.

More Covid-19 information for Murray Hill (zip codes 10016, 10017) towards the bottom of this
newsletter.

Monkeypox (Clade I & Clade II)
Monkeypox updates are available on the NYC Department of Health website
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/monkeypox.page.
As (Jynneos) vaccinations become available, eligible people can schedule appointments at
vax4nyc.nyc.gov/patient/s/monkeypox. People can also sign up for alerts on vaccination
appointments by texting "MONKEYPOX" to 692-692.
State Senator Brad Hoylman has offered to help if you are having difficulty securing a monkeypox
vaccine; contact his office at 212-633-8052 or hoylman@nysenate.gov.

Monkeypox: experts give virus variants new names
August 12, 2022 World Health Organization, News release
A group of global experts convened by WHO has agreed on new names for monkeypox virus
variants, as part of ongoing efforts to align the names of the monkeypox disease, virus and
variants—or clades—with current best practices. The experts agreed to name the clades using
Roman numerals…The new names for the clades should go into effect immediately while work
continues on the disease and virus names.
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Reps. Jerry Nadler and Ritchie Torres, both New York Democrats, on Wednesday urged the
administration along with colleagues to use the Defense Production Act to compel the domestic
manufacture of needed monkeypox vaccine doses (The Hill).

Polio
Update on polio in NYC
Email from Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine, August 12, 2022
Today, the New York City and State Departments of Health announced that poliovirus has
been detected in wastewater samples in New York City, suggesting local transmission.
Most adults in NYC were vaccinated against polio as children, and do not need to get
tested or be vaccinated at this time. The vaccine is 99% effective against paralytic polio
(with 3 doses).
It is urgent that everyone who is not vaccinated for polio–especially children–get
vaccinated immediately. Adults who have not received all three polio vaccines should also
finish their vaccine series, regardless of how long it’s been since their last vaccine. The
easiest way to do this is through your regular doctor or pediatrician. If you do not have a
doctor, or they do not have a supply of polio vaccine, call 311. You will be connected to a
provider in our public hospital system, regardless of insurance, immigration status, or ability
to pay. For more information visit the CDC Polio Vaccination page.
People who have polio can spread it to others through their feces on hands or objects. It is
important to wash your hands frequently, especially after using the bathroom or changing
diapers.
New York State health officials urge unvaccinated New Yorkers to get vaccinated now.
Press release, August 12, 2022.

Kudos!
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association's Green and Clean Committee
joined with St. Vartan’s Park Conservancy on August 12 to clean and beautify St.
Vartan’s Park garden at First Avenue between East 35th and East 36th Streets. Since the park
garden and lawn were opened for public enjoyment, it has served as a safe and clean oasis for
thousands of visitors.
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How you can help / Make your views known
Join a MHNA committee
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is an all-volunteer organization. We need your help to
keep the Association’s work going. Volunteering can be for individual events, such as the Street
Festival, and also for ongoing activities, such as Membership. Many administrative activities can be
done remotely. Learn more about the different committees. If you are interested in joining a
committee, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.

Central Business District Tolling Program (Congestion Pricing) update
See Upcoming Events for the Congestion Pricing hearings information. Hearings run from August
25 – 31. There are many ways for the public to submit comments.
Below is a list of the actions the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association has taken in response to
congestion pricing plans and proposals. We are also continuing to ask for feedback from members
via our weekly eblasts, are monitoring the situation, and having continued dialogue with officials.
• survey to members (individuals and businesses), results are posted on the MHNA website
• survey results sent to all state and city officials
• keeping members and people on the MHNA email list informed of public meetings and how
to comment
• met with state and city officials to discuss the needs of the neighborhood
• met, again with state and city officials. along with Turtle Bay and Sutton Place
• strongly noted that issues existed and needed to be reviewed
• recommended an exemption for residents (especially those that garage their cars or are
over 55)

ACES is recruiting Volunteer Public Benefit Counselors
The Advocacy, Counseling and Entitlement Services (ACES) Project of the Community Service
Society is recruiting retired individuals age 55 years or older to serve as volunteer public benefit
counselors dedicated to helping financially disadvantaged people. ACES volunteers screen clients
for eligibility and assist with completing applications for public benefits. Volunteers must attend a
training that begins October 4, 2022 and will be held through webinars. Upon completion, they are
placed in agencies in one of the five boroughs to provide information on government benefits to
low-income families, older adults, and individuals with disabilities. There are options for in person
or remote volunteer assignments. A personal interview, successful completion of the training, and a
commitment of six hours per week for one year of volunteer service is required. Applicants must
have advocacy, research, and computer skills, in addition to an interest in assisting low-income
populations and learning about public benefit programs. No prior benefit experience is required.
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Your participation in this program gives you a chance to help others in a truly significant way. For
more information, please contact Rebecca Haase at 212-614-5482. To apply or for more
information, go to: The ACES Project | Community Service Society of New York at cssny.org. Apply
by September 19.

The FTC invites you to comment on commercial surveillance and data
security
August 16, 2022, consumer.ftc.gov, by Seena Gressin
Companies are able to collect enormous amounts of personal data about virtually every
conceivable aspect of our lives, often in ways that we might not expect or understand. The FTC
[Federal Trade Commission] calls this “commercial surveillance,” and it’s the subject of the
Commission’s newly announced Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. In this Notice, the FTC
asks for your comments about data practices that you might believe are unfair or deceptive, and
how the FTC can best address those practices.
September 8 2 – 7:30pm

(virtual) Public Forum
The Commission is hosting a public forum on commercial surveillance and data security. Members
of the public are invited to attend. Learn more on the Commercial Surveillance and Data Security
Public Forum page.
Submit a Comment
The Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking asks a series of questions about practices related to
commercial surveillance and data security. The topic areas and the questions can be seen on the
Commercial Surveillance and Data Security Rulemaking page. Anyone from the public can submit a
comment weighing in on the rulemaking, the general topics, or a specific question. The link to
submit comments to the Federal Register on Regulations.gov will be posted as soon as it is
available.

Upcoming events
August 22 10am – 6pm
August 23 10am – 5pm

2022 Discover Your Korea - A Limited Event in Grand Central’s Vanderbilt Hall
The New York Office of the Korea Tourism Organization will host 2022 Discover Your Korea, a
special event where you can experience everything you would on a trip to Korea. Gyeongbokgung
Palace and Jeonju’s Hanok Village. Hair and makeup K-Beauty products loved by people all over the
world will be made available. Digital photo exhibitions of 200 Korean actors, including “Squid Game”
star Lee Jungjae and Academy Award-winning Youn Yuhjung of “Minari,” will be held. Master of
Korean Temple Food and of Netflix’s “Chef’s Table” fame, Jeong Kwan will be in attendance to give
lectures, demonstrations, and samplings of Korean Temple Food. Watch an amazing demonstration
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of skill by Kukkiwon’s Taekwondo Demonstration Team. For more information and a schedule of
events, visit discoverkorealive.com.
Grand Central Terminal – Vanderbilt Hall
42nd Street at Park Avenue

August 22

5:30 - 9 pm (final hearing)

(in person and virtual) NYC Council Redistricting Commission hearings
The commission released draft maps on July 15: The maps are available for public review online at
nyc.gov/districting. To suggest a location for the Districting Commission to conduct public
outreach, or to invite the Commission to attend an event and provide a presentation on the
redistricting process, please email NYCRedistricting@redistricting.nyc.gov. The preliminary plan,
including an interactive map, is available online at www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/maps/maps.page.
The New York City Districting Commission is charged with redistricting the fifty-one City Council
districts according to the 2020 Census and other criteria mandated by the New York City Charter.
Learn more about redistricting. There will be several more public hearings. Hearings are open to the
public. The purpose of the hearings is for the NYC Districting Commission to hear testimony from
the public concerning the initial phases of its work in drafting a new districting plan for the 51 New
York City Council Districts. According to their announcement, the commission will vote on Council
maps July 18, then conduct another round of hearings in August: on the 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th &
22nd, then take a final vote September 15 and submit their plan to the City Council. Individuals
wishing to submit written testimony in connection with this public hearing may do so at
PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov. Individuals wishing to speak at any hearing will be provided
up to three minutes of speaking time. you may register to speak, virtually or in-person, at
bit.ly/3AeDrQt. Learn more at www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/index.page.
The Redistricting Commission has provided a tool so that you can submit your own maps and can
view other submissions on their website Public Gallery (tap the DistrictR link on this page
www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/public-meetings-hearings/meetings.page). Map ID 136363 (July 28),
for example, keeps Murray Hill, Kips Bay and Turtle Bay together. When drawing your own maps,
population for each district should be approximately 172,882, the borders should be “compact,” and
ideally should not cross into other boroughs.
NYC Redistricting 2022 website www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/index.page.
(Final hearing) August 22 5:30 - 9 pm
at Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, 515 Malcolm Blvd., Harlem, Manhattan 10037

through August 26 (info sessions)
Classes: September 12 - December 12

Office Readiness Info & Testing Sessions: Improve your Microsoft Office
skills
If you are looking to improve your Microsoft Office skills to advance your education, career, or
business, join TechConnect’s 12-week Office Readiness program. Learn how to better utilize
Microsoft software like Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and OneDrive. Graduates can become MOS
certified for free. Virtual and in-person info sessions are offered through August 26 and are required
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to participate. Sign up for an info session at
sites.google.com/nypl.org/techconnect/programs/office-readiness-series.

tickets now on sale

NYC Broadway Week - September 6 – 25
2-for-1 tickets. Browse the shows at nycgo.com/broadway-week.

IMPORTANT ELECTION NOW IN PROGRESS! Primary Election #2
Primary Elections are when voters choose who will appear on the ballot for their party in the
General Election. Voters must be registered with a party to vote to nominate that party's
candidates in a Primary Election. Congressional and State Senate offices are on the ballot.
New York City Board of Elections website vote.nyc, email vote@boe.nyc.ny.us.
New York State Board of Elections website elections.ny.gov
Check your voter registration status at vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered or call 1-866-868-3692. It is a
best practice to check your voter registration status before every election.
Register to vote (Voter Registration Form) at vote.nyc/page/register-vote. This form is also used to
change your address or party affiliation.
Request Absentee Ballot vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0
Political calendar from the state Board of Elections
elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/law/2022PoliticalCalendar.pdf
NY State BOE Voting Deadlines calendar elections.ny.gov/VotingDeadlines.html.

August 23

Primary Election #2 (Congressional & State Senate)

October 14
October 18
October 24
October 29 - November 6

Deadline to postmark Absentee Ballots or hand-deliver in person to any
polling place in the county or to the Manhattan Board of Elections.
Deadline for voter registration for General Election
Deadline for change of address for General Election
Deadline to request Absentee Ballot
Early Voting

November 8

General Election
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August 23 12 - 1:30pm

(virtual) Renting an Apartment in New York City
Pamela Glaser guides you through the process of finding an apartment through signing the lease
for your new home. The discussion includes: application requirements and fees, typical financial
requirements, insurance, difference between rent stabilized apartment and market rate, leases,
rental guidelines, protections against discrimination, the NYC housing lotteries, market rate shared
housing options, and more. Finally, learn about some of the incentives to help you become a co-op,
condo, or homeowner. Pamela Glaser is the Director of the Education and Outreach unit within the
Office of Neighborhood Strategies, NYC Dept. of Housing Preservation and Development. Register
at eventbrite.com/e/renting-an-apartment-in-new-york-city-registration-393230451867.
Hosted by the New York Public Library Thomas Yoseloff Business Center at SNFL

August 23 7pm

(in person) A Literary Evening
Zohrab Center and the International Armenian Literary Alliance host an in-person literary evening to
hear Armenian writers read from their short stories, novels, poetry and nonfiction. Readers include
Aida Zilelian, Alan Semerdjian, Garen Torikian, Jesse Arlen, Lola Koundakjian, Nadia Owusu, Nancy
Agabian, Nancy Kricorian, and Olivia Katrandjian. A wine and cheese reception will follow. Learn
more at armenianliterary.org/a-literary-evening-armenian-writers-in-new-york.
at the Armenian Diocese Guild Hall
630 2nd Avenue (at 35th Street)
(The Guild Hall is downstairs)

August 24 10 - 10:45am

(in person) New AKC Museum of the Dog children's program: Stuffy
Storytime
Storytime program on Wednesday mornings before opening at the Museum. For children 2-8 years
old with an adult learning partner, participants are encouraged to bring their favorite stuffed dog
with them to join in the fun. The program includes listening to a story that highlights a particular
breed, visiting the galleries to find artworks showcasing the same breed, and completing a dogthemed craft project.
August 24 Best in Show by Karen LeFrak and Andrew Day
This program is included with general admission and free for Members. Book your tickets at
museumofthedog.org/plan-your-visit.
at AKC Museum of the Dog
101 Park Avenue (40th Street)
212-696-8358
museumofthedog.org
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August 24 2 - 4pm
(In person) Intermediate/Advanced

Level Citizenship Test Preparation and U.S.

History
This event will take place IN PERSON at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library. For adults
preparing to take the U.S. Citizenship Test in the next 1-2 years, and adult English language learners
who want to improve their English by learning about American history and culture. Topic: The
Constitution and Bill of Rights A different topic each week! Join the group for lively, interactive
activities! Hosted by the New York Public Library. Registration required at
nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/24/intermediateadvanced-level-citizenship-test-preparationand-us-history.
at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (SNFL)
Pasculano Learning Center
455 Fifth Avenue (at 40th Street)
August 24 6pm (rain date August 25)

(free, in person) a cappella choral music performed by the Voices of
Ascension Singers
Conducted by Dennis Keene. Presented by the Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza in cooperation
with NYC Parks & Recreation. Learn more
at Dag Hammarskjold Plaza
Center Performance Circle
47th Street between 1st & 2nd Avenue

August 25 12:30 – 1:30pm

Broadway in Bryant Park
The most popular shows on and off Broadway perform their biggest hits in the park. Join hundreds
of fans on the lawn and enjoy favorite Broadway tunes for lunchtime performances in August.
August 25 106.7 LITE FM Host: Rich Kaminski: Pre-show: Special Performance by Taiwan Tourism
Bureau, "Six", "Beetlejuice", "A Strange Loop", "Moulin Rouge! The Musical"
at Bryant Park lawn
Between 40th & 42nd Street and between 5th & 6th Avenue (behind the Library)

through September 8

Pershing Square Sounds
Free lunchtime and happy hour concerts
August 25 4:30 - 6pm, CC and the Boys, Country
August 27 12 - 2pm Albert Alabedra Flamenco Fusion Trio, Flamenco, Jazz
See the full lineup.
in Pershing Square Plaza West
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Park Avenue (between 41st & 42nd Street)

August 25 – 31 (hearings)
through September 9 (public comment period)

MTA Congestion Pricing hearings
MTA website on the Central Business Tolling Program (Congestion Pricing)
new.mta.info/project/CBDTP.
If the CBD Tolling Program Environmental Assessment is approved by the Federal Highway
Administration, vehicles that enter or remain in the Central Business District would be tolled (only
once each day). Tolls may range from $9 - $23, depending on the scenario. Tolls should be variable,
depending on the time or day. Residents of the CBD who earn less than $60,000 per year get a NY
State tax credit for tolls paid. Qualified emergency vehicles and vehicles transporting people with
disabilities should not be tolled.
Topic: The Environmental Assessment looking at the environmental impacts of congestion pricing.
Thursday, Aug. 25 5 – 8pm (sign up to speak or request services)
Saturday, Aug. 27 10am – 1pm (sign up to speak or request services)
Sunday, Aug. 28 1 – 4pm (sign up to speak or request services)
Monday, Aug. 29 1- 4pm (sign up to speak or request services)
Tuesday, Aug. 30 5 – 8pm (sign up to speak or request services)
Wednesday, Aug. 31 10am – 1pm (sign up to speak or request services)
By PC/Tablet/Smartphone:
Join link: https://mta.zoom.us/j/82606738045
Webinar ID: 826 0673 8045
By Phone:
Dial-in: 1-888-788-0099 (toll-free)
Webinar ID: 826 0673 8045, #, #
Anyone wishing to speak at the hearings will have an opportunity to do so. It is requested, but not
required, that those wishing to speak sign up by 7 p.m. the previous day at
new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/upcoming-meetings or by calling the Public Hearing Hotline at 646252-6777.
Other ways to comment
The comment period on the Central Business District (CBD) Tolling Program Environmental
Assessment will be open from August 10 through September 9, 2022.
Online: mta.info/CBDTP/comment
Email: CBDTP@mtabt.org
Mail: CBD Tolling Program, 2 Broadway, 23rd Floor, New York, NY 10004
Phone: 646-252-7440
Fax: 212-504-3148 [Attn: The CBDTP Team]
Send Comments Directly to FHWA
Email: CBDTP@dot.gov
Mail: FHWA - NY Division, RE: CBDTP, Leo W. O'Brien Federal Building, 11A, Clinton Ave, Suite 719,
Albany, NY 12207
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August 25 – September 26

Applications to run Marijuana Dispensaries open
Learn more at Office of Cannabis Management: Conditional Adult-Use Retail Dispensaries (CAURD)
cannabis.ny.gov/caurd. The Cannabis Control Board approved the final rules and regulations for the
CAURD licensing program last month. Learn more about the Cannabis Management Seeding
Opportunity Initiative.

August 26 6pm

(virtual) NYPD 17th Precinct Build the Block meeting (Sector B Tudor City,
Turtle Bay, Sutton Place)
Meet the NYPD neighborhood coordination officers. Tell them your issues. If you are interested in
attending this meeting, please email Officer Lee (RICHARD.LEE3@nypd.org) or Officer Lamneck
(JOHN.LAMNECK@nypd.org) with their contact information.

through September 17 7 – 8:30pm (Lawn opens at 5pm)

The 2022 season of Picnic Performances at Bryant Park presented by Bank
of America
(free) All performances are free to the public and designed to be enjoyed casually – no tickets
required—with seating available and free picnic blankets for audience members to borrow.
Attendees may bring their own food or purchase from on-site food and beverage vendors near the
Lawn.
August 26 Habibi Festival with Joe’s Pub: Esraa Warda, Firas Zreik, Yacine Boularès, and AJOYO
August 29 The Town Hall: Eighth Blackbird Celebrates John Cage
Learn more and see the full lineup at bryantpark.org/series/bryant-park-picnics.
at Bryant Park
(between 40th & 42nd Street, and between 5th & 6th Avenue, behind the Library)

August 28 8am to 4pm

(pet event) Birch Coffee Yappy Hour
On Sunday, Bondvet is treating YOU to a free coffee—enjoy a 12oz coffee on them, and all proceeds
will be donated to Animal Care Center of NYC. Bondvet is located at 447 3rd Avenue, bondvet.com.
The event is at Birch Coffee
432 3rd Avenue (at 30th St)
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August 28 1:30 – 3pm

Walking Tour of Historic Murray Hill
Come walk around Historic Murray Hill with a knowledgeable guide and learn about its many
historic landmarks, including the Union League Club, The Morgan Library, the Polish Consulate and
many others. The tour also features information about the architects who designed them, including
C.P.H. Gilbert, Stanford White, Emery Roth, Fred French and others. Hear about the notable people
who once called this neighborhood home, including Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, J.P. Morgan
and others. Find out how Mary Murray distracted the British General Howe to allow the American
army to escape during the American Revolution. Tour guide will focus on the unique architectural
qualities of the buildings as well as the historic evolution of the neighborhood and its preservation
as a residential oasis in Midtown Manhattan. The tour covers the area from Madison to Third
Avenue and 34th to 38th Street, and is both educational and entertaining. You will walk away with a
new appreciation of this very special neighborhood. Your tour guide will be Robin Garr. The MHNA
follows NYC Covid guidance. Masks recommended when viewing indoor landmarks. The walking
tour program is organized by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association's Preservation & Design
Committee. Funds collected for this program are used to support Murray Hill preservation. Tickets
$10 MHNA members/$20 general public. Reserve your spot now, there will be a maximum of 10
people on this tour.
Meet at 37th Street & Park Avenue
(45 Park Avenue)
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Jemmy’s Dog Run in Madison Square Park Now Open
Madison Square Park Conservancy is excited to announce that Jemmy’s Dog Run has officially
reopened! The dog run has been renovated and improved to make it into the world-class dog run
that MSP parkgoers and their pups deserve. In addition to adding 200 square feet to its footprint to
accommodate separate areas for small and large dogs, they’ve installed improved lighting, clean
water sources, and more seating, benches, and umbrellas. They’ve also added new play surfaces for
the dogs to enjoy, including turf and hills.

Testing Plant Resilience
The plantings around Jemmy’s Dog Run are contributing to important research. Ten different
species of native plants have been planted in the area, with signs encouraging dogs to relieve
themselves on the plants throughout 2022… the assortment of species being featured in this trial
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are known for their non-toxic nature, salt tolerance, and remarkable hardiness, and this study will
help nurseries better understand which of these plants can tolerate high levels of urea—a nitrogen
compound found in dog urine…The next time you and your pup are in the park, look out for signs
marking the locations where your pup can make [a] “scientific contribution.”

Changes in the neighborhood
Collectors Club of New York will be relocating
Source: The Collector's Club website
One of New York City’s—and the nation’s—oldest and most respected philatelic organizations is
leaving its landmark home of 85 years and taking up residence in temporary offices until its new
permanent home is ready sometime next year. The Collectors Club, which since 1937 has called 22
East 35th Street in Manhattan its home, announced last year that it was listing the Stanford White
townhouse for sale. The process of concluding that sale is still underway, but in the interim, the club
will transfer its day-to-day operations to temporary offices a few blocks away, on the second floor at
11 West 42nd Street. The club’s phone number...email addresses and website will not change.
During August, the Collectors Club will transfer their day-to-day operations from 22 East 35th Street
to their temporary location at 11 West 42nd Street, 2nd floor. This interim home, which they will
occupy for about a year, will have access to conference rooms and space where they can host
visiting members. The club is in advanced negotiations on a new permanent home on 40th Street
between 5th and 6th Avenue. The club’s board decided earlier this year that the burden of
maintaining its aging building outweighed the benefits of ownership. Operational costs and capital
expenses, both anticipated and unforeseen, were likely to bankrupt the club within a decade. Learn
more at collectorsclub.org/CCNY%20Relocation%20Update and linns.com/news/us-stamps-postalhistory/collectors-club-announces-move-to-temporary-quarters.

The Old Print Shop is moving
Source: Email from the Old Print Shop
After one hundred and one years at their current location, The Old Print Shop is packing up for a
move to 49 West 24th Street, Suite 200. The Shop will be opening in the new space in midSeptember 2022. The Old Print Shop, 150 Lexington Avenue, 212-683-3950, oldprintshop.com.

NY Public Library confirms temporary Grand Central branch will close
August 12, 2022, gothamist.com, by Ben Yakas
After much speculation, the New York Public Library announced on Friday that the temporary Grand
Central branch will close this year. The Manhattan branch located at 135 East 46th Street will cease
operations when its current lease is up on December 1st...the Grand Central branch was opened in
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2009 as a "temporary site" meant to serve Midtown East residents while the 53rd Street Library —
then known as the Donnell Library Center — was under construction.

Demolition Underway For SOM-Designed Skyscraper At 415 Madison Avenue
In Midtown East, Manhattan
August 16, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young and Matt Pruznick
Demolition is ramping up at 415 Madison Avenue, the site of a 40-story commercial skyscraper in
Midtown East. Designed by Skidmore Owings & Merrill and developed by 415 Madison Avenue LLC,
the 605-foot-tall tower will yield 343,100 square feet of office space as well as a 350-square-foot
ground-floor retail pavilion and a 2,400-square-foot open-air public concourse. The developer
sought permits through the ULURP process and will build in compliance with the East Midtown subdistrict regulations, with air rights purchased from the landmarked St. Bartholomew’s Church along
Park Avenue. PAL Environmental Services is the general contractor and Rudin Management is the
owner of the property, which is located at the corner of Madison Avenue and East 48th Street.

733-739 2nd Avenue in Midtown East, Manhattan via Google Maps

Demo Permits Filed For 733-739 Second Avenue In Midtown East, Manhattan
August 9, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Vanessa Londono
Demolition permits have been filed for four adjacent parcels comprising three four-story buildings
and one five-story structure at 733-739 Second Avenue in Midtown East, Manhattan. The 7,443square-foot lot is owned by Brause Realty under the New Second Avenue Owner LLC. Located on
the west side of the block between East 39th Street and East 40th Street, the interior lot has 83 feet
of street frontage and houses four buildings built between 1910 and 1920. Components currently
consist of retail space on the ground floor and residential space on the levels above. Demolition
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permits were filed by Brause Realty in January 2022 for 729 Second Avenue, located at the
intersection of East 39th Street and Second Avenue. No new construction plans have been
disclosed for the property as of yet.

Madison House’s Retail Podium Nears Completion At 126 Madison Avenue In
NoMad, Manhattan
August 14, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young and Matt Pruznick
Construction is finally coming to a close on Madison House, a 62-story residential skyscraper at 126
Madison Avenue…Designed by Handel Architects and developed by Fosun Group and JD Carlisle,
the 805-foot-tall structure yields 199 condominiums…The property is alternately addressed as 15
East 30th Street and rises from a plot bound by East 31st Street to the north, East 30th Street to the
south, and Madison Avenue to the east...Occupancy has begun since our last update in December,
with the final component, the 7,500-square-foot multi-story retail annex at the corner of Madison
and East 31st Street, now nearing completion. Work has also wrapped up on the main entrance on
the southern elevation facing East 30th Street, with the sidewalk scaffolding dismantled...Madison
House occupies a T-shaped footprint with a one-story sliver of frontage facing Madison Avenue and
a larger corner annex to the north.
(and surrounding areas – transportation hub news)

Site plan and renderings of the new Midtown Bus Terminal and proposed mixed-use towers - Courtesy of Foster
+ Partners

(and just across town on 42nd Street)
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Foster + Partners, Epstein Announced As Architectural Advisors For Port
Authority’s Midtown Bus Terminal In Times Square, Manhattan
August 11, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey has selected Foster + Partners and Epstein to help
reimagine Manhattan’s 72-year-old Midtown Bus Terminal in Times Square. The replacement
project will create a new terminal for New York City buses, dedicated spaces for intercity buses,
staging areas, electric vehicle charging stations, outward-facing retail, and 3.5 acres of public green
space. The existing main bus terminal will be demolished and replaced with a new facility to better
serve more than 260,000 daily passengers. Based on pre-pandemic ridership trends, demand
through 2040 is expected to increase by 30 percent with estimates of up to 337,000 daily weekday
passenger trips. New renderings of the project also offer a glimpse of four mixed-use towers that
could rise above Times Square, as well as a detailed site plan for facilities beyond the main
terminal.
[Editor’s note: Port Authority Bus Terminal is located between 8th & 9th Avenue and between 40th –
42nd Street.]

(and surrounding areas)

SOM’s 1245 Broadway Completes Construction In NoMad, Manhattan
August 15, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young and Matt Pruznick
Construction is complete on 1245 Broadway, a 23-story commercial building in NoMad. Designed
by Skidmore Owings & Merrill and developed by GDSNY and Corem, the 318-foot-tall reinforced
concrete structure yields 200,000 square feet of office space with marketing and leasing handled by
CBRE. StructureTech NY and Triton Construction led construction on the property, which is located
at the corner of West 31st Street and Broadway, a short walk from Koreatown, Herald Square, and
Madison Square Park.
Finishing touches have concluded since our last update in late January, when work was still
ongoing on the ground floor. Since then, glass railings have been installed on all of the setbacks and
mirrored paneling has been added to the underside of the cantilever at the northeastern corner of
the building. Sidewalk scaffolding still surrounds the structure but should be removed in the coming
weeks… A 7,900-square-foot space on the ground floor is set to be occupied by a vegetarian
restaurant with a brasserie-style menu from celebrity chef Matthew Kenney. The eatery will provide
full-service in-office catering for tenants and take-out availability. Academy Award-winning film
studio a24 signed a 15-year lease to occupy 41,000 square feet spanning four office floors.

NYC demolishing dozens of outdoor dining sheds as city leaders fashion
permanent program
August 18, 2022, gothamist.com, by Michelle Bocanegra
The destruction of two dozen abandoned outdoor dining structures at the center of a yearslong
debate over the longevity of the program is underway, New York City Mayor Eric Adams announced
on Thursday. Standing before a deserted shed in Manhattan, Adams emphasized his support for
making outdoor dining a permanent fixture of city dining — an outcome officials have been working
toward for months. But he said its longevity had to be safeguarded in a manner that is “safe, clean,
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and respectable to our neighbors and those who live in the communities.” In addition to removing
structures that belong to now-shuttered restaurants, Adams pledged to crack down on repeat
violators of city outdoor dining regulations...The city’s transportation and sanitation departments
are leading enforcement efforts, with recent assistance from the parks department and police.

Rendering of 251-253 Fifth Avenue (View from Fifth Avenue)

LPC Approves 20-Story Redevelopment At 251-253 Fifth Avenue In NoMad,
Manhattan
August 10, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris
The Landmarks Preservation Commission has approved a large-scale redevelopment project at
251-253 Fifth Avenue in NoMad, Manhattan. Led by TRA Studio Architecture, the project entails the
demolition of a low-rise building at 253 Fifth Avenue, the construction of a new 20-story tower in its
place, the restoration of a neighboring building at 251 Fifth Avenue, and the integration of both
buildings into a singular structure. When complete, the unified property will comprise a mix of rental
apartments and commercial space for a total of 94,363 gross square feet...The residential volume
will...spread across floors four through 19...The commercial component will span roughly 19,000
square feet on the first through third floors...The building at 251 Fifth Avenue was originally
constructed in 1872 as a French Flat style building with ground-floor retail. The seven-story building
is one of the earliest examples of French Flat buildings in Manhattan...Lower parts of the original
façade have been completely replaced and no longer resemble the original design...The building at
253 Fifth Avenue was constructed in 1852 and stands six stories tall. The property originally served
as a brownstone row house, but was converted for commercial use in 1882. Significant portions of
the façade have also been altered and removed over several generations...The development site is
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located in Manhattan’s Madison Square North Historic District, a historic area that stretches from
25th Street to 29th Street, between Madison and Sixth Avenues. Before any construction can break
ground the project requires a certificate of appropriateness from the commission, which is now
pending.

Schools and students
NYC Department of Education Fall 2022 COVID-19 Guidance (highlights)
This guidance provides best practice considerations for schools for the 2022-2023 school year to
help prevent the transmission of COVID-19 among students and staff.
• Vaccination: Vaccination is the best way to reduce COVID-19 risk. Encourage up to date
COVID-19 vaccination for everyone six months or older.
o Vaccination is still required for
▪ all visitors entering school buildings
▪ all DOE employees
▪ other individuals who work in DOE buildings
▪ students who participate in high-risk extracurricular activities including highrisk PSAL sports
• (No longer required) Daily Health Screener: No longer required to enter school buildings
• Stay home if sick
o Isolate if COVID-19 positive: Students and staff who test positive for COVID-19 must
isolate for 5 days and can return to school on day 6 if they have no symptoms or
symptoms are improving. They must wear mask until day 10 after symptom onset or
date of positive test, whichever is earlier. No proof of a negative result is required in
order for these students to return to school.
o These cases should be reported to their school so they can be report into the
situation room for exposure notifications.
• Get tested if exposed to COVID-19: Students and staff who are exposed to COVID-19 should
get tested.
o These individuals should receive home tests from their school and take two tests, at
least 24 hours apart on day 4 and day 5 of their exposure. All exposed individuals
should monitor for fever and other COVID-19 symptoms for 10 days after their
exposure.
o If symptoms begin, they should not attend school and should isolate and get tested
for COVID-19 again right away.
o Testing: Starting the first day of school, schools will offer home test kits to those
with a potential in-school exposure and those with symptoms. In addition, each staff
and student will receive 4 tests per month to take home. These tests can be used by
school families for testing due to symptoms, exposures, high-risk activity (such as
travel and large gatherings) and can give staff and students immediate results.
• (No longer required) In-school PCR surveillance testing will not be a part of the 2022-23
school year.
• Situation Room: Schools will be required to report positive cases of COVID-19 to the
situation room. The Situation Room will provide schools with standardized communications
for their communities and will notify school communities of cases in their schools through
daily email and the Daily COVID map.
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•

•

•

Masking- Face coverings are strongly recommended to be worn when indoors. Masks will
be made available at the school for all those who need/want them.
o Students and staff, regardless of vaccination status, are required to wear a mask
when:
▪ Returning to school on the sixth day after testing positive for COVID-19,
through day 10 after symptom onset or date of positive test, whichever is
earlier, including when traveling on a school bus.
▪ Entering the school medical room, nurse’s office, or school-based health
center.
▪ Exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 at school.
o Students and staff, regardless of vaccination status, are strongly recommended to
wear a mask:
▪ When they were exposed to someone with COVID-19, whether the exposure
occurred in school or outside of school. The person should wear a mask for
10 days after their last day of exposure and get tested at least 24 hours apart
on day 4 and day 5 of their exposure.
▪ When they are moderately-to-severely immunocompromised, and masking is
recommended by their healthcare provider.
▪ In crowded indoor settings
Ventilation:
o 160K+ air purifiers distributed to schools – at least two in every classroom
o Monitoring ventilation in buildings on a daily basis and perform any required work in
a timely manner
o HVAC upgrades in alignment with CDC guidance, including 110,000 MERV-13 filters
installed
School Building Cleaning:
o Routine cleaning of surfaces will be maintained

NYC schools use emergency measure to spend $27M on air filters,
bypassing regular approval process
August 11, 2022, gothamist.com, by Christopher Werth and Nsikan Akpan
New York City Schools Chancellor David Banks has moved forward with a $27 million contract for
replacement filters for thousands of air purifiers the Department of Education purchased as part of
its mitigation strategy in classrooms during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. Department
officials have known since the air purifiers were purchased in 2020 that their primary filters must be
replaced annually. However, records show the new contract for filters was implemented on July 25,
2022 as an emergency measure that allowed the department to move forward with the spending
plan before its approval by the Panel for Educational Policy, a governing body that oversees the
education department, and before the contract was registered with the city comptroller. “This
emergency has arisen as a result of the need to replace the filters in the existing devices for the
start of the 2022-2023 school year”… The Intellipure Compact air purifiers – supplied by a
Manhattan-based company called Delos Living – have sparked controversy within school
communities.
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August 26 (application deadline)

For students: Chalkbeat's Student Voices Fellowship
Chalkbeat is offering paid writing fellowships to public high school students in New York City and
Newark, and is currently accepting applications for the fall and spring programs.
Student Voices Fellows will learn from professional journalists and write personal essays to be
published on Chalkbeat. Participants receive a $1,000 stipend.
This opportunity could be right for you or someone you know if you (or they):
o are a public high school student in NYC or Newark interested in journalism and storytelling.
o can manage your time, meet deadlines, and are willing to commit at least an hour a week to
the fellowship for about three months.
o have compelling personal stories to share and are willing and able to share them on
Chalkbeat under your byline. (We do not publish anonymous or pseudonymous essays.)
o are collaborative and eager for feedback on your writing.
Learn more and apply at chalkbeat.org/2022/8/4/23289389/student-voices-fellows-nyc-newarkjournalism-writing-fellowship.

NYC wants to change the way students learn to read. Here’s how.
August 12, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Amy Zimmer and Elena Johnson
Educators agree it’s a critical moment. Even before the pandemic, fewer than half of students in
grades 3-8 were reading on grade level, according to state tests. Now, interrupted learning has only
heightened concerns that students have been knocked off track… Carolyne Quintana, the education
department’s deputy chancellor for teaching and learning, shared some insights around the city’s
push to incorporate more phonics in K-2 classrooms across the five boroughs, along with more
training for teachers. Some smaller scale initiatives: Two new elementary school programs will
target children with reading challenges including dyslexia, and about 160 elementary and middle
schools will receive extra training on literacy strategies and different types of interventions for
struggling readers…the education department is providing all K-12 teachers with a two-hour training
from Made by Dyslexia, and will have literacy coaches in K-12.

NYC school budget cuts can move forward for now, appeals court says
August 9, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Amy Zimmer and Alex Zimmerman
The education department can move forward with budget cuts after an appeals court temporarily
blocked a lower court’s ruling that invalidated the budget process… Four days prior, a lower court
judge ruled that the city needed to redo the education department budget, which includes cuts for
nearly 75% of schools. Now that order has been paused — at least until the case is back in court on
Aug. 29, a little more than a week before the first day of school…The city and the education
department filed their appeal earlier on Tuesday claiming that the Aug. 5 decision by Manhattan
Supreme Court Judge Lyle Frank “plunges [the education department] into chaos…the larger issue
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that touched off the lawsuit was Adams’ $215 million cuts to schools…City Hall argues that school
budgets need to be reduced to account for enrollment declines that have accelerated during the
pandemic…But many parents, advocates, and educators counter that the stimulus funding was
designed to avert further disruptions to learning…It’s possible that the city will ultimately restore
some school funding even if officials are not forced to do so by the courts.

Banks wants to cut private school payments for NYC students with
disabilities
Aug 11, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Alex Zimmerman
As the education department faces intense pressure to reconsider school budget cuts, Chancellor
David Banks indicated that there’s another pot of money he wants to slash: hundreds of millions
worth of tuition payments for students with disabilities. “All this money that is meant for the kids in
our public schools are going to private schools,” Banks said...Banks’ comments struck a nerve with
some parents and advocates who argue the growing cost of private school tuition payments is due
to the city’s inability to provide adequate options for students with disabilities rather than an effort
to take advantage of the city. Under federal law, families have the right to seek private placements if
the city isn’t able to provide a free and appropriate education in a public setting...Banks seems to
favor creating more in-house programs and his administration has begun launching programs
specifically for students with dyslexia, though those efforts remain quite small. The chancellor did
not say exactly how he thought families were gaming the system or whether the education
department is considering any specific policy changes to make it harder for families to secure
private school tuition payments from the city...Banks indicated that the city now spends $1.2 billion
on special education payments.

Policing & police reform
Weekly crime reports
17th precinct
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf

13th Precinct
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf

Nearly 20 Weed Trucks Seized From NYC Streets In NYPD Bust
August 17, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman
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New York City's growing fleet of weed trucks took another major hit Tuesday after NYPD officers
seized nearly 20 of them off the streets, officials said…Recreational marijuana may be legal—on
paper—in New York, but so far the state has yet to issue licenses for its sale. This has created a
hazy legal area in which weed is legal but the recent explosion of storefronts, bodegas and trucks
selling or "gifting" marijuana are doing it illegally until state licenses go out, likely in the fall…[NYPD
Chief of Patrol Jeffrey] Maddrey tweeted that the NYPD is responding to 311 complaints from New
Yorkers and business district officials.

The NYPD is hiring

For more information on joining the NYPD, visit www1.nyc.gov and their careers page
www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/careers/careers.page.

Murray Hill in the news
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The Amazing Spider-Man Returns to NYPL!
July 27, 2022, nypl.org/blog, by NYPL Staff
In 2022, Spider-Man [the secret superhero identity of teenage science-whiz (and lifelong New
Yorker!) Peter Parker] celebrates 60 years in the pages of Marvel Comics…Marvel is celebrating this
major milestone with the publication of the 900th issue of The Amazing Spider-Man, which also
features another of the city’s great institutions: The New York Public Library!...this isn't the first time
Peter Parker has visited the Library. Throughout the comic’s history, NYPL has made regular
appearances both as a New York City landmark and a source of inspiration and research.

Housing, zoning, preservation & affordability
September 20 (deadline for applications)

Waiting List is now open for Henry Phipps Plaza South, Kips Bay, Manhattan
Henry Phipps Plaza South, located in the Kips Bay area of Manhattan, is pleased to
announce that applications are now being accepted for the studio, one, two, three, and fourbedroom apartments for the waiting list. Interested parties can complete an application online at:
waitlistcheck.com/NY3141-3915. If you have a disability and need assistance with the application
process or to request a paper application, please contact Phipps Rentals at 646-388-8227. Paper
applications must be mailed to 2 East 28th Street, PMB 428, New York, NY 10016, and must be
postmarked by September 20, 2022. Duplicate applications will not be accepted. Qualifications will
be based on Section-8 and Low-income Housing Tax credits, federal guidelines and additional
selection criteria. Please note that applications will be selected via a lottery and placed on the
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waiting list. Applicants will be interviewed based on the future availability of vacant units. Learn
more at cbsix.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Phipps_Henry_Phipps_South_Ad-to-DistributeUpdated-6.8.22.pdf.

The Elliman Report, July 2022
Net effective average rent exceeded $5,000, and net effective median rent exceeded $4,000
respectively for the first time...The vacancy rate exceeded 2% for the first time in eight months,
reaching 2.08%.

Real Estate Is Funding Eric Adams’s Fifth Homeless ‘Outreach’ Initiative.
What’s the End Game?
August 10, 2022, nysfocus.com, by Chris Gelardi
A new initiative in New York City, announced last week by Mayor Eric Adams, will funnel $8 million in
corporate donations to a homeless services nonprofit organization so it can hire 100 more outreach
workers, who will attempt to connect people living on the streets with beds and services. It’s at least
the fifth homeless outreach initiative the mayor has launched since entering office only eight
months ago. The latest outreach effort, dubbed the Homeless Assistance Fund, is the first to be
paid for by private corporations. In conjunction with the Partnership for New York City, a nonprofit
membership organization that serves as a broker between business and local government, 61
companies donated the $8 million to homeless services nonprofit Breaking Ground. Most have
direct financial stakes in the New York City real estate market. Some prominent advocacy
organizations expressed support for the initiative. Others charged that it will function less to help
homeless people than to sweep them out of high-value economic zones. Meanwhile, available beds
in the city — to which outreach workers are supposed to connect unhoused people — are dwindling.

While Politicians Use Asylum Seekers To Score Points, NYC’s Mutual Aid
Groups Are Actually Helping Them
August 10, 2022, hellgatenyc.com, by Max Rivlin-Nadler
[Ariadna Phillips of South Bronx Mutual Aid] along with other volunteers from mutual aid groups
across the city, has been at Port Authority several times over the past several months, whenever
they hear a migrant bus is coming…They’ve been greeting asylum seekers and trying to make sure
they make it through the City’s labyrinthine shelter system. Right now, officials aren’t letting the
mutual aid groups inside the bus depot, preferring to keep them outside and away from the City’s
official welcome…These migrants are coming here with nothing, no phone, their personal papers
taken from them by ICE…When the buses arrived around 7:30, the arriving asylum seekers were
shuttled past a throng of cameras into a cordoned-off part of the Port Authority, where the City’s
Office of Immigrant Affairs had set up a welcoming area. There, people who needed medical
attention, had questions about how to get to their next destinations, or were just looking for some
food or clothing could get help. But much of that work is being done by volunteers, and most of the
food and clothing has been provided by mutual aid groups and other volunteers…On Wednesday, the
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process still leaned heavily on these mutual aid groups. Once City workers and volunteers made
sure the asylum seekers were not in need of medical care, the new arrivals were taken out of the
Port Authority and handed off directly to Phillips and other volunteers, who then helped them get
safely into the City’s shelter system…The Office of Immigrant Affairs had arranged for some free
Uber credits that members of the mutual aid groups could use to help ferry people…volunteers
eventually escorted over 100 asylum-seekers—single men and women, as well as a few families—to
shelters or a respite site where they could arrange for housing…But right now, the Adams
administration seems intent on securing federal funding to resource this type of migrant
assistance… Compared to the coordinated governmental and nonprofit response in border cities like
San Diego and El Paso that are accustomed to welcoming asylum seekers, New York’s system is
threadbare…Phillips, whose group wants the Adams administration to open up thousands of vacant
apartments across the city to newly arrived asylum-seekers…[said] they’ll be out there regardless of
whether the City decides to step up its funding.

(opinion) New York Must Amend Carlos’ Law Before the Governor Signs It
August 12, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Louis Coletti, president of the New York Building Trades
Employers Association
The cost to build in New York can be 10 times more expensive than in neighboring New Jersey or
Connecticut. It’s a reality that’s hurting our economy, especially Minority and Women-Owned
Business Enterprises (MWBEs) in the construction sector, at the worst possible time. The Empire
State’s unaffordability factor begins with the massive, state-imposed cost-of-liability insurance, a
result of the 137-year-old Scaffold Law. To bid on any construction project in the public or private
sector, a contracting firm in New York is held to a strict liability for whatever accident occurs for any
reason…There is only one question: How much does the contractor pay? The costs here are
astronomical and out of line with the 49 other states. In New York, the cost of insurance is $41 per
square foot compared to $3 in Connecticut and $4 in New Jersey…Now, with a market downturn
looming, there’s well-meaning legislation on the desk of Governor Hochul that will, if not amended,
worsen the problem considerably, especially for MWBEs and small businesses. The idea behind
“Carlos’ Law” is an honorable one. Named for Carlos Moncayo, a construction worker killed on the
job in 2015, it raises the financial penalties employers face for workplace fatalities from a minimum
of $5,000 and a maximum of $10,000 to a minimum of $300,000 and a maximum of $500,000. It
also broadens the criteria of workers to whom these new rules apply. In trying to solve the very real
problem of having an ineffectual law on the books, legislators have gone too far in the other
direction…As the Building Trades Employers Association expressed in a June 30 letter to the
Governor, there are easy ways to make Carlos’ Law workable for both employers and employees:
• Make the fines a ceiling, not a floor;
• Establish guidelines to factors the court should consider in determining an appropriate fine
amount;
• Clearly define the standard of culpability within the law as criminal recklessness;
• Enhance the language to specifically focus on “employees” on the worksite, and standardize
that the rules focus on “serious physical injury,” versus any injury at all.
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Redistricting
Community Board 6 Resolutions
August 11, 2022, Opposing proposed City Council district boundaries redrawn by the New York City
Districting Commission
CB6 disapproves of the Commission’s proposed Preliminary Plan #1 redistricting map which moves
approximately 54 blocks of the easterly side of the Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island to a
Queens-based City Council District and strongly urges that these areas remain in a Manhattanbased City Council District; that CB6 proposes the following redistricting boundary lines which
would result in CD4 having a population of 177,446 and CD5 a population of 177,176 (see proposed
map below):
• Give CD4 back the area between Stuyvesant Town and 34th Street east of 1st Avenue
• Give CD2 (from CD4) the blocks between Broadway and 5th Avenue south of 39th Street.
• Incorporate the proposed westward expansion of CD4 out to 8th Avenue to cover the
Broadway core instead of leaving it divided between two districts.
• Trace that up 8th Avenue to Columbus Circle, where CD4 currently ends.
• Give CD5 back Roosevelt Island, Sutton Area, and the parts in the East 60’s and 70s, with
minor modification of the area just south of 79th so the new line would be 78th (Lexington
to 3rd) and 77th (3rd-2nd).
• Keep the previous district lines for CD4 and CD5 along Lexington from 79th up to 96th.
• Give Council District 8 all of the area north of 96th Street from CD4 and CD5.
See the map at
airtable.com/shrrsHSVp9yX9GALs/tblztcUPiopggeJAc/viwmVIfxvJvQgYabU/recyfbqGSeJXYGXJz/
fld66g40FckvbQxS7/att8iM04TDnjWqOjV?backgroundColor=blue.

Elections, voting & appointments
A cryptocurrency billionaire is spending big in New York congressional
primaries
August 8, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin
Josh Lafazan and Francis Conole have been supported by the Protect Our Future super PAC, and
Carlina Rivera could be next…Bankman-Fried, who is reportedly worth more than $20 billion, has
quickly become one of the biggest political spenders in the country. His focus is on electing
candidates who will take the threat of pandemics seriously, though critics see it as another way for
the cryptocurrency industry to open doors in Washington…“Councilwoman Rivera rejects dark
spending in our politics, including on her behalf,” said campaign spokesperson Sara Rodriguez.
“Under the current rules, groups make independent expenditures on behalf of Democratic
candidates all the time, so if someone is looking to diversify congress and elect more Latinas, they
have every right to do so.”
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Under an Unusual Arrangement, Adams’s Confidant Gets City and Casino
Salaries
August 10, 2022, nytimes.com, by William K. Rashbaum, Dana Rubinstein and Michael Rothfeld
Timothy Pearson, a close friend of Mayor Eric Adams, works both as a senior adviser to the mayor
and as a vice president overseeing security at the Resorts World New York City casino in Queens…
the casino…is seeking state approval to expand its gambling offerings in Queens. City support for
its bid could prove pivotal…On top of what he earns from the casino job, Mr. Pearson receives a cityfunded salary through the nonprofit New York City Economic Development Corporation under an
unusual arrangement that allows him to continue collecting his $124,000 annual Police Department
pension. State law prohibits city officials from simultaneously receiving a salary and a pension from
the city. Mr. Pearson is able to do so because he is being paid by the development corporation, a
nonprofit…As of Tuesday, the board had issued no waivers of the conflicts of interest law to Mr.
Pearson, records show.

Government, executive orders, legislation,
rules, policies (including pending)
Federal legislation passed and signed
Our elected representatives and the President in Washington DC have also been busy. Special
kudos go to Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer:
• Inflation Reduction Act $370 billion: addresses climate change and energy, funding to
electrify the Post Office delivery fleet, allows Medicare to negotiate prescription drug prices
caps part D (out-of-pocket drug coverage) at $2000 per year, and continues to subsidize
health care premiums under the Affordable Care Act. It’s funded by increasing audits for
people making more than $400,000 per year with the hope that the government will recover
large amounts in tax underpayments, a 15% alternative minimum corporate tax aimed
toward rich corporations, and an excise tax on stock buybacks. It is expected to reduce the
deficit by $300 billion.

Schumer eyes $22M in fight against invasive spotted lanternfly that
threatens NY
August 14, 2022, nypost.com, by David Propper
Sen. Chuck Schumer wants to squash the spotted lanternfly with the help of an extra $22 million in
federal funds. As swarms of the invasive species have been spotted across New York, the local
Democrat outlined a plan Sunday for the United States Department of Agriculture to receive the
extra dough to target invasive pests such as the lanternflies, with at least some of that money going
to New York… Schumer, speaking at a press conference near Central Park, warned if the species
isn’t controlled, New York’s economy could take a major hit…The Department of Agriculture and
32

Markets also issued a quarantine that would restrict goods brought into New York from affected
areas in Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia…Twenty New York counties are
part of a protective zone set up by the state connected to the war on the spotted lanternfly,
including Bronx, Queens, Richmond, Suffolk, Westchester, Putnam and Rockland counties.

New York State legislation passed and signed
In the runup to the November elections our State Senators and Assembly Members and Governor
Hochul have been busy in Albany:
• Legislation (S.5933-A/A.8133) Directs the Department of Labor to Conduct Study on the
Employment of Transgender People in New York, Governor’s press release
• Legislative package to honor and support Holocaust survivors:
Legislation (A.472C /S.121B) Will Help Ensure that New York State Schools are Properly
Educating Students on the Holocaust,
Legislation (A.3719A/S.117A) Requires Museums To Acknowledge Art Stolen from the
Jewish Community during the Nazi Era in Europe,
Legislation (A.9338/S.8318) Requires the Department of Financial Services To Publish a
List of Banks that Voluntarily Waive Fees for Holocaust Reparation Payments, Governor’s
press release
• Legislative package to enhance street safety, prevent traffic-related fatalities, and crack
down on hit-and-run incidents (press release):
o Legislation (A.1007-A/S.2021-A) Authorizes Municipalities to Reduce Speed Limits
to 25 Miles Per Hour
o Legislation (A.3964/S.9163) Increases Fines for Leaving the Scene of a Car Crash
without Reporting It
• Green CHIPS legislation (S.9467/ A.10507) aimed at creating jobs, kick-starting economic
growth and maintaining important environmental protections while making New York a hub
for semiconductor (also known as "chips") manufacturing. Green CHIPS will help New York
capitalize on a historic opportunity to attract chip manufacturers to the state…This new law
also positions New York State to greatly benefit from the federal CHIPS and Science Act to
increase domestic semiconductor manufacturing…To ensure transparency and
accountability, all Green CHIPS projects will be listed on New York State's Database of
Economic Incentives, as well as in Quarterly Excelsior Jobs Tax Credit Program reports.
Press release.
• Legislation S.687/A.3998 Bans Imitation Weapons Unless They Are Brightly Colored or
Completely Constructed of Translucent Materials. The new law makes imitation weapons
easily identifiable, preventing them from being used to commit crimes and allowing law
enforcement to identify a device as fake when assessing threats. Press release.

•

August 18, 2022, Governor Kathy Hochul today announced the launch of the…$150 million
expansion of New York State's popular Tuition Assistance Program, which will now provide
TAP to approximately 75,000 additional students who are pursuing their degree part-time.
Expanding Part-Time TAP to fully part-time learners creates pathways to an affordable
education for individuals of all ages who are often balancing other responsibilities such as a
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family and work. Full-time TAP awards can be up to $5,665 annually for a full-time student;
part-time TAP will be available on a pro-rated basis to eligible students taking six to 11
credits per semester with no full-time prerequisite. Press release
•

August 15, 2022, Governor Kathy Hochul announced that the New York State Office for
People With Developmental Disabilities has entered into a $10 million partnership with the
National Alliance for Direct Support Professionals to expand opportunities for professional
credentialing for direct support professionals in the developmental disabilities field
throughout New York State. The three-year agreement will help professionalize the direct
support professional workforce and address worker shortages.

•

August 15, 2022, Governor Kathy Hochul today announced that all New Yorkers enrolled in
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program will receive the maximum allowable level
of food benefits for August. All households participating in SNAP—including those already
at the maximum level of benefits—will receive a supplemental allotment this month,
resulting in a roughly $234 million infusion of federal funding into the New York State
economy…SNAP households in the five-county New York City region should see their
benefits post between Tuesday, August 16, and Monday, August 29.

•

In the wake of Buffalo attack, Governor Hochul issued Executive Order 18, requiring each
county and the City of New York to develop plans to confront domestic terrorism, including
racially and ethnically-motivated violence. On August 18, Governor Kathy Hochul announced
$10 million available to all 57 counties and the City of New York to support the development
of Threat Assessment and Management Teams, a key component of local Domestic
Terrorism Prevention Plans required under Executive Order 18.

•

NY begins offering tuition assistance to part-time CUNY, SUNY
students
August 18, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Reema Amin
Governor’s press release

New York City legislation
•

City Council passes legislative package to improve maternal health
o Introduction 86, sponsored by Public Advocate Jumaane Williams by request of the
Bronx Borough President, would require an agency designated by the mayor to
administer public education on the city’s standards for respectful care at birth, as
well as other information
o Introduction 409, sponsored by Council Member Farah Louis, would require
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to post the annual Maternal Mortality and
Morbidity report on its website.
o Introduction 482, also sponsored by Council Member Louis, would require DOHMH
to provide education on polycystic ovary syndrome and endometriosis
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Introduction 472, sponsored by Council Member Jennifer Gutiérrez, would require
DOHMH to establish a program to train doulas and provide doula services to
residents of marginalized neighborhoods in all five boroughs at no cost to the
resident.
o Introduction 478, sponsored by Council Member Crystal Hudson, would require an
agency designated by the Mayor to provide education and information regarding
services offered by doulas and midwives.
o Introduction 490, sponsored by Council Member Julie Menin, would require DOHMH
to conduct research on sexual and reproductive health disparities within the city and
provide sexual and reproductive health services.
o Introduction 509, sponsored by Council Member Althea Stevens, would require an
agency designated by the mayor to administer a public education program that
informs the public regarding maternal mortality and severe maternal morbidity,
including several resolutions.
Land Use
o The Lirio – MTA Site – 806 9th Avenue – The New York City Department of Housing
Preservation and Development (HPD) and the Department of Citywide Administrative
Services (DCAS) are proposing several ULURP actions to facilitate the construction
of a new nine-story mixed-use building that would include 111 affordable housing
units, of which 67 would be designated as supportive units for formerly homeless
households; ground-floor retail; and new office space for the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (MTA). The Council is modifying the map amendment to
remove lots from the rezoning area that are not necessary to facilitate the
development of affordable housing. The Council is also modifying the text
amendment to more precisely target the language of the newly created special
permit for the creation of affordable housing in this project, in Council Member Erik
Bottcher’s district.
Finance
o Introduction 600, sponsored by Speaker Adams, would implement a state
authorizing law allowing the City to provide a rebate of real property taxes for
eligible properties on fiscal year 2022 property taxes. The rebate would be the
lesser of $150 or the property’s annual real estate tax liability. To be eligible for the
rebate: (1) the property must be a one, two or three family residence or a dwelling
unit in a cooperative or condominium; and (2) the property must be the primary
residence of the owner. In addition, the income of all of the owners for whom the
property serves as their primary residence cannot exceed $250,000.
o

•

•

Mayor Adams signed the following abortion rights bills comprising the NYC
Abortion Rights Act:
•

Int. 465-A Department of Health and Mental Hygiene annual reporting requirements
regarding abortions. DOHMH will also be required to assess the ability of licensed medical
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•

•

•
•
•

providers in the city to provide reproductive health care, identify any challenges faced by
licensed medical providers to provide reproductive health care, and make recommendations
for increasing the capacity of such providers to provide reproductive health care.
Int. 466-A prohibits city agencies from using city resources — including, but not limited to,
time spent by employees and the use of city property — to detain persons for performing or
aiding with abortions or to cooperate with out-of-state entities related to abortions
performed in New York state.
Int. 474-A requires the city to conduct a public education program to inform the public
about the protections and rights, information about privacy and other protections and how
to access resources available to people and providers accessing reproductive health care
facilities.
Int. 475-A creates a private right of action for interference with reproductive or endocrine
medical care.
Int. 506-A requires the New York City Department of Consumer and Worker Protection to
implement an outreach and education campaign on facilities that deceptively advertise or
are otherwise misleading when offering reproductive health services.
Int. 507-A requires DOHMH to provide access to U.S. Food and Drug Administrationapproved medicine for medication abortions, at no cost to patients, at health clinics
operated by DOHMH. DOHMH would provide such medication to patients who seek to
terminate their pregnancy, when the use of such medication is indicated and in accordance
with the medically reasonable and good faith professional judgment of such patients’
medical providers. DOHMH would also provide counseling and timely referrals to other
health facilities and qualified family planning providers, if needed, for other services.

Supporting New York City’s Bars & Restaurants
Last month Mayor Adams signed Council Member Keith Powers’ bill into law that suspends the
liquor license tax for the upcoming year. The legislation suspends the city’s liquor license surcharge
for bars, restaurants, and other small businesses.

Shutting Down Illegal Short-Term Rental Operations
Last month, Council Member Keith Powers joined Mayor Adams and the New York City Mayor’s
Office of Special Enforcement to crack down on illegal short-term rental owners in New York City,
starting right here in District 4. The lawsuit is against a short-term rental operation in Turtle Bay,
where the operator was using valuable housing stock for their own personal gain. Safe, stable, and
affordable housing is essential to a thriving city.

Mayor Adams released the plan Opportunity

Starts with a Home: New York City’s
Plan to Prevent and End Youth Homelessness. New York City Drop-in Centers for
Runaway and Homeless Youth
August 2022.
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Adams Unlocks $4.2B In Unpaid Contracts To Big Apple Charities: Mayor
July 30, 2022, patch.com, by Naeisha Rose
Over 400 nonprofits were not paid for services from 2,600 contracts while helping to support the
city, said the deputy mayor of initiatives...The "Clear the Backlog Initiative" was made possible by
the city Department of Social Services, the Administration for Children's Services, the Department
for the Aging, the Mayor's Office of Criminal Justice, the Department of Probation, the Department
of Health and Mental Hygiene and the Department of Education, a spokesman for the Mayor's
Office told Patch...The other agencies included the city Department of Homeless Services, the
Department of Youth and Community Development, the New York City Department of Housing
Preservation and Development...Oversight entities, such as the city Law Department, the Office of
Management and Budget, and MOCS have devoted their efforts and staff to streamlining the
contract approval process, the spokesman added. The mayor said that he spoke to the comptroller
after the primaries and together they said they wanted to zero in on the things that are making the
government inefficient. And at the top of the list was what we were doing to nonprofits," Adams
said...Some nonprofits had to take out loans to pay staff, said the mayor..."What is my signature
issue? Get my government to be efficient, productive, and produce a better product than we have
produced with taxpayers' dollars."

NYC Denied Every Property Damage Claim From Deadly Hurricane Ida, Citing
1907 Rule
August 17, 2022, bloomberg.com, by Ella Ceron
Each of the 4,703 claims filed…was met with a letter of denial signed by city Comptroller Brad
Lander...“For over a century, courts have held that municipalities across the state of New York,
including the City of New York, are not liable for damage from ‘extraordinary and excessive
rainfalls,’” Lander said in the Aug. 12 letter...Claimants have until the end of November to file a
lawsuit against the city for damages incurred...Congresswoman Grace Meng, who represents parts
of Queens in the US House of Representatives, said the city and state needed to fix outdated sewer
systems...In a separate Twitter thread, state Senator Jessica Ramos…added that “dealing with
climate change cannot be an individual’s responsibility, the richest city in one of the richest
countries in the world needs to step up here.”...In a letter to the commissioners of the city’s
Department of Emergency Management and the state’s Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Services dated Aug. 15, Lander asked for support for disaster case management as well
as legal assistance for those who might press charges against the city. “Aging or inadequate
infrastructure and underprepared homes may accelerate the problems facing homeowners, tenants,
and small businesses in the wake of strong storms,” he said in the letter. He added that
“communities living in already precarious conditions and with little access to resources” are most at
risk.

Defeated by industry, criminal background check bill returns (paywall)
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August 11, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Kathryn Brenze
The City Council is seeking to revive a measure that would bar property owners from making
criminal background checks of prospective tenants and buyers. Real estate professionals helped
kill a nearly identical bill last year and seem poised to wage a similar fight if changes are not made
to the measure. Council member Keith Powers, the prime sponsor, said he expects to discuss it
further with stakeholders but wouldn’t speculate on potential amendments. He said the bill would
be a significant step in the city’s efforts to curb housing discrimination...Powers’ bill carves out a
few exceptions for owner-occupied housing...The Community Housing Improvement Program said
it supports efforts to end housing discrimination and is willing to work with the City Council, but
warned that “the details of the bill matter.” “If crafted poorly, it could impact other residents living in
the building and open up housing providers to more liability and higher insurance costs”.

Review of the Financial Plan of the City of New York (Report 6-2023)
Issued by office of Thomas DiNapoli, State Comptroller
The release of New York City’s Fiscal Year 2023 adopted budget and accompanying Financial Plan
(the “June Plan,” see Figure 1) cemented significant improvement in the City’s fiscal position since
June 2021. The City’s estimated FY 2022 operating budget results enabled the City to prepay $6.1
billion in FY 2023 expenses (nearly the same as in FY 2022), eliminate $1 billion in recurring
unidentified labor savings, add funding for wage increases of 1.25 percent for its municipal
workforce and also to put away $1.45 billion (an increase of $950 million) into its Rainy
Day Fund and $750 million into its Retiree Health Benefits Trust…While the City’s published gaps are
manageable by historical standards, averaging 5.3 percent from fiscal years 2024 through 2026 (3.3
percent excluding contingency line items), these factors may create risks that worsen the City’s
budgetary volatility substantially and could put the City on a path to structural budgetary imbalance
if left unaddressed.
August 8, 2022, New York by the Numbers: Monthly Economic and Fiscal Outlook
by NYC Comptroller Brad Lander, Krista Olson, Deputy Comptroller for Budget, Steven Giachetti,
Chief Economist, Andrew McWilliam, Director of Economic Research
Second quarter data…shows a continuing recovery in Manhattan’s retail sector...The greatest
exception is the Herald Square/W. 34th Street submarket, where availability has increased steadily
from 23.7%% in the third and fourth quarters of 2020 to 42.4% in the second quarter of 2022…New
York City hotel occupancy tax revenue, which collapsed at the height of the pandemic, recovered
significantly in the second quarter of 2022...88% compared to 2019 Q2…Spotlight. Office occupancy
in New York’s market: what do we know? The Covid-19 pandemic prompted a major shift in the
organization of work, as office workers shifted dramatically to remote and hybrid schedules…We
don’t yet know to what extent office-using businesses will reduce their per-worker footprint, how a
structural shift in demand would affect office vacancy rates and rents, or how owners and tenants
might repurpose vacant space through “adaptive reuse.” These shifts, of course, will affect
transportation needs, commercial and residential land use patterns, tax revenues, and many other
aspects of the City’s economy...Office-using jobs are only 12,000 short of their peak in the second
quarter of 2022 but the vacancy rate is 21.5%, nearly double the 11.3% rate in the first quarter of
2020…visits to retail and recreation establishments recovered more than visits to workplaces…with
the exception of retail and recreation in outer MSA [metropolitan statistical area] counties, the
recovery remains incomplete as of the second quarter of 2022. Finally, Manhattan consistently
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trails the other geographies, due to the concentration of office space and workers…An increase in
NY office occupancy reduces retail and recreation activity outside of Manhattan…Some Tentative
Conclusions. Attendance in NY’s offices has improved markedly since the start of the pandemic
and has reached approximately 40% in the second quarter of 2022, comparable to the average of
other metropolitan areas…However, based on current data, employers’ expectations, and
employees’ preferences, these rates have largely stabilized and appear unlikely to rise quickly in the
coming months. Meanwhile, the vacancy rate for office space in Manhattan in the second quarter of
2022 was 12 percentage points above the 2012-2019 average (21.5% vs. 9.6%), or close to 50
million square feet. Whether this remains the amount of excess supply in the market will depend on
how hybrid work schedules will settle in the long run, and how office employers adjust (and
potentially reduce) their space-per-worker as their leases expire.

Stories we are following
Under microscopes, CDC and IRS to get overhauls
The director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Treasury secretary each
issued announcements on Wednesday vowing to overhaul two prominent public-facing agencies
that have long been criticized as myopic and hobbled by past practices…CDC Director Rochelle
Walensky [wants to achieve] faster CDC responses, less focus on publication of academic papers,
improved and stable management, and clearer, simpler communication and public guidance…
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen…told IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig on Wednesday to take six
months to come up with an $80 billion overhaul that will clear a backlog of unprocessed tax returns,
improve taxpayer service, revamp antiquated technology, and hire and train thousands of new
employees (The New York Times)…Yellen…said the IRS would focus on cracking down on wealthy
tax dodgers and big companies that have long evaded paying what they owe to the federal
government.

Scam alert
Shopping scams are in session for back-to-school shopping
August 15, 2022, consumer.ftc.gov, by Andrew Rayo
Once you’ve got the list of teacher-approved school supplies and taken an inventory of what’s left
from last year, you’re ready to shop. Many people like the convenience of online school shopping,
but what happens if something goes wrong with your order or the website turns out to be a scam?
Before you drop items in your shopping cart, remember this advice:
• Check refund and return policies, especially on sale or clearance items.
• Use a credit card for online purchases, if possible.
• Always save your receipts or confirmation emails. If something goes wrong, these will help
you get your money back from the seller or file a dispute with your credit card company.
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•

You don’t have to accept shipping delays. If you bought something online and never got it,
notify the seller as soon as possible. If the seller hasn’t shipped the item within the
timeframe they promised when you bought it, the law says you can cancel the order for a full
refund.
• Look for pre-checked boxes…Uncheck the box if you don’t agree with what it says. If you
want to change or cancel a subscription or automatic charges, sellers must give you an easy
way to cancel.
Visit Online Shopping for more ways to save on back-to-school shopping and avoid scams.

Contacted about a long-lost relative’s inheritance? Hold on a minute
August 10, 2022, consumer.ftc.gov, by Joseph Ferrari
The FTC has been getting reports of people getting letters in the mail from a law firm. They are, they
say, looking for the heir of a multi-million-dollar inheritance. And they think it might be you. (Spoiler
alert: it’s not.) Here’s what they offer: they’ll split the inheritance between you, their law firm, and
some charities. One other thing: they say you have to keep this information secret and reach out to
them by email. Here’s what to do if you get one of these letters:
• Don’t respond. Keep your money — and your [personal] information — to yourself. Never
send money or information to a stranger who promises big rewards. That’s always a scam.
• Pass this information on to a friend. You probably throw away these kinds of letters. But you
probably know someone who could use a friendly reminder.
• Report it to the FTC at ReportFraud.ftc.gov.
Sign up for the FTC’s Consumer Alerts at ftc.gov/ConsumerAlerts.

Useful COVID-19 information
New York State and NYC Most of the covid restrictions have been lifted. For information about
specific NY agencies, check with the agency’s website. Federal guidelines are still in effect. Learn
more at the links below.
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergencypreparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Advisories
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories.html
New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses)
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.
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New York State Business Pandemic Recovery Initiative. The Empire State Development page with
information about grants, tax credits, and technical assistance programs for businesses affected
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more at esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative.
New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid19-main.page
The NYC Citywide Information Portal with resource guides for businesses and individuals,
including COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311
portal.311.nyc.gov.

Vaccinations
Vaccines are now readily available and are free. The NYC Vaccine Finder tells you everywhere in
NYC that vaccinations are available and the type of vaccination offered vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.
Sites run by New York State are free coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there
will be charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19testing.page, call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.
For Murray Hill/Kips Bay
Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary; wait times are
unpredictable. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results quickly.
Test results usually come back in 1-2 days.

The NYC Citywide Information Portal
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311
portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers. These resource
guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and housing, NYCHA residents, and
more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.

The MHNA Discount Program
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Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts
at the links below.

Restaurant and Food Discounts
General Discounts

Our government representatives
When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites.
Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077,
District2@council.nyc.gov
NYC Council Member Erik Bottcher, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,
District3@council.nyc.gov.
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-8180580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov
NYC Council Member Julie Menin, Council District 5: council.nyc.gov/julie-menin, 212-788-6865,
District5@council.nyc.gov.
NYC Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams (speaker) SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov, 718-2062068 council.nyc.gov/district-28.
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300,
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline:
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
Mayor Eric Adams: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message:
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page.
Dan Garodnick, Director, Department of City Planning, 120 Broadway, 31st Floor, New York, NY
10271, Tel. 212-720-3480, Fax. 212-720-3488, Email via website at
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www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more.
New York Senate website nysenate.gov.
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov.
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-4909535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart,
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/HarveyEpstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/RichardN-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
Governor Kathy Hochul, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov,
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form:
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press
releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefingroom/presidential-actions.
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You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2022.

Read our Privacy Statement

If you are not a member
or your membership has lapsed
please join/renew now
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!
Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org
You are receiving this email as a member of
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
or because you have signed up to receive our emails.
To be removed from this list,
send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org
with “Remove” in the subject.
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