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News for Murray Hill… August 8, 2022 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a 
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 

 

 

Transportation and traffic 
 
Please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org Traffic Change Updates section to see the work notices for 
public projects in the neighborhood: the 2nd Avenue (and surrounding areas) infrastructure 
replacement project, Pershing Square East, street closure notices, and more.   
 
 
 

Summer Streets information below in Upcoming Events. 

 
 
 

MTA, on the brink of another funding crisis, could soon consider fare hikes to 
keep the system afloat 
July 26, 2022, gothamist.com, by Stephen Nessen 
[T]he MTA now projects to run out of money for operating expenses a year earlier than it previously 
anticipated. While the agency isn’t making any decisions for now, it has few ways to raise revenue, 
other than cutting service and staff to save money, raising fares, or hoping lawmakers pass a new 
tax to fund the shortfalls, according to MTA Chief Financial Officer Kevin Willens. The burgeoning 
funding crisis comes as ridership, which is tied to the agency's revenue, remains starkly lower than 
anticipated...Due to the ongoing pandemic and many people still working from home, the 
consultants [McKinsey & Company] have revised their estimates. Now, they said they expect in the 
best-case scenario that ridership will be back to 88% pre-pandemic levels by the end of 2026. Worst 
case, it will be 73% by then...Throughout the pandemic the MTA has managed to run fairly regular 
service, thanks to billions of dollars in federal relief money...MTA Chairman Janno Lieber has been 
warning about the economic shortfall for months as well, priming the pump and suggesting that 
lawmakers come up with a new revenue stream to fund the MTA...With congestion pricing expected 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://gothamist.com/news/mta-on-the-brink-of-another-funding-crisis-could-soon-consider-fare-hikes-to-keep-the-system-afloat
https://gothamist.com/news/mta-on-the-brink-of-another-funding-crisis-could-soon-consider-fare-hikes-to-keep-the-system-afloat
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to roll out by the end of next year and generate $1 billion annually, there have been calls to tap into 
that funding stream. But the MTA has insisted, and the law states, it’s for capital improvements 
only...DiNapoli suggested one way to avoid funding shortfalls is for the MTA to adjust service where 
there’s demand. He noted weekday ridership has hovered around 60% at most agencies, while 
weekend ridership has been much stronger.  
 
Economic and Policy Insights: Existential Questions Facing National Public Transit Systems Create 
New Fiscal Pressures for MTA  
New York State Comptroller, July 2022 
 
 

Support local! 
 

Restaurant Week—through August 21 
See the participating restaurants in Murray Hill, Kips Bay, Flatiron, Midtown East:  
nycgo.com/restaurant-week/?neighborhood=flatiron-district,kips-bay,midtown-east,murray-hill  
Docks, Fine & Rare, Rossini’s, Villa Berulia, Wagamama, Zuma, Benjamin Prime, 2nd Avenue Deli, and 
more…make your reservations now! 
 
 
 

 
El Parador Café’s summer message 
Hola a todos, 
It has been hot outside and we want to help you cope; therefore, we are now open seven days a 
week and we are closing a bit later in the evening also. Dinner now runs until 10pm Sunday thru 
Thursday and 11pm Fridays and Saturdays. You can also enjoy our amazing Happy Hour specials 
on the outdoor patio, 4 to 7pm daily. We hope you are having a nice summer and look forward to 
seeing you soon. 
Gracias 
El Parador Café, 325 East 34th Street, 212-679-6812, elparadorcafe.com, email  
info@elparadorcafe.com  
 
 
 

For National Coffee Month, Fine & Rare introduces espresso martinis where the 

espresso is their Morning Dram brand rye-aged, bourbon-aged or sherry-aged coffee. Fine & Rare, 9 
East 37th Street, 212-725-3866, info@fineandrare.nyc, fineandrare.nyc.  
 
 
 

For Sandwich Month, Sarge’s Delicatessen & Diner challenges you to take the 
Monster Challenge, New York’s biggest sandwich (needs a group). Sarge’s Delicatessen & 

Diner, 548 3rd Avenue (between 36th & 37th Street), 212-679-0442, sargesdeli.com.  
 
 

https://www.osc.state.ny.us/files/reports/osdc/pdf/mta-fiscal-pressures.pdf
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/files/reports/osdc/pdf/mta-fiscal-pressures.pdf
https://www.nycgo.com/restaurant-week/?neighborhood=flatiron-district,kips-bay,midtown-east,murray-hill
https://www.elparadorcafe.com/
mailto:info@elparadorcafe.com
mailto:info@fineandrare.nyc
http://www.fineandrare.nyc/
https://sargesdeli.com/
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Think Before You Tap That Handy App 
Did you know that our local restaurants pay a sizable commission to delivery apps like Grub Hub, 
Seamless and Uber Eats? Those commissions can reach as high as 25%, wiping out any profit a 
restaurant makes. We polled a few of the most popular eateries in Murray Hill. One of them gets 
70% of its orders from Grub Hub. The owner of another told MHNA that the 25% commission he 
pays is killing his business despite his valiant attempt to keep afloat. So, we urge you to think before 
you tap that handy app. Just dial the restaurant directly to place your order. It will make a big 
difference in keeping our beloved local restaurants alive and thriving. 
 
 
 

Public service announcements 
 

Public Service Loan Forgiveness Webinars 
For student loan borrowers working in public service and their employers. The Education Debt 
Consumer Assistance Program, a Community Service Society of NY program, is hosting free 
webinars to remind New Yorkers of the Public Service Loan Forgiveness opportunity. Now is the 
time for public service employees to act on this opportunity before the October 31 deadline. 
Webinars will be held during August and September and you can register at edcapny.org/pslf-
webinars. For more details on the loan forgiveness program, visit: studentaid.gov/manage-
loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service.  
 
 
 

Beat the heat! 
 

Cooling Assistance for Vulnerable New Yorkers 
Air conditioners are the best way to stay safe during a heatwave. Did you know that some NYC 
households might be eligible for a free air conditioner purchase and installation worth up to $800? 
Applications for cooling assistance are accepted at local departments of social services until 
funding runs out. Assistance is provided on a first-come, first-served basis. New York City HEAP 
contacts, Department of Social Services: Waverly Job Center, 12 West 14th Street, 2nd Floor, 212-
331-3126, Days Open: Monday - Friday (9am - 5pm), Face to Face/Drop Box. Learn more at 
otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/#cooling-assistance. 

 

Cooling Centers 
The New York Public Library branches in Murray Hill are available as cooling centers: Kips Bay 
Library (3rd Avenue at 31st Street, 212-683-2520), Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (5th Avenue at 
40th Street, 212-340-0863), Steven Schwarzman Building (Main Branch at 42nd Street & 5th Avenue, 
917-275-6975), Grand Central Library (135 East 46th Street, 212-621-0670). All are accessible. 
Check their websites for open hours.  
 

https://www.edcapny.org/pslf-webinars
https://www.edcapny.org/pslf-webinars
https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service
https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/#cooling-assistance
http://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/#cooling-assistance
https://www.nypl.org/locations/kips-bay
https://www.nypl.org/locations/kips-bay
https://www.nypl.org/locations/snfl
https://www.nypl.org/locations/schwarzman
https://www.nypl.org/locations/grand-central
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To find a cooling center, including accessible facilities closest to you, call 311 (212-639-9675 for 
Video Relay Service, or TTY: 212-504-4115) or visit the City's Cooling Center Finder at 
maps.nyc.gov/cooling-center. 
 
If you experience electricity outages, call Con Edison at 1-800-752-6633 or text the word “OUT” to 
688-243. 

Heat waves can be dangerous! A few tips on beating the heat: 

• Stay hydrated. 

• Reduce strenuous activities. 

• Stay indoors if possible. 

• Stay out of the sun, especially from 11am – 4pm. Wear a hat that shades your face. 

• Keep shades or curtains drawn on the sunny side of your home. Use an air conditioner 

during hot weather and heat emergencies, try a thermostat setting of 78%.  

• Check on your neighbors often during a heat wave, especially if they are seniors, young 

children, or people with disabilities or special needs. 

• Do not leave people or pets in a parked vehicle. 

• Conserve energy as much as possible. 

Get free emergency alerts and updates by signing up for Notify NYC, New York City’s official 
emergency communications program. Alerts are available in multiple languages and formats. Sign 
up in the following ways at NYC.gov/notifynyc, call 311, get the free Notify NYC mobile application, 
follow @NotifyNYC on Twitter. 

The New York State Department of Health reminds New Yorkers that heat is the number one 
weather-related killer in the United States. Heat-related deaths and illness are preventable.   

Symptoms of heat stroke include: 

• Hot, dry, red skin 

• A rapid pulse 

• Rapid and shallow breathing 

• A body temperature higher than 105° 

• Loss of alertness, confusion, and/or loss of consciousness 

• Muscle cramps 

Call 911 for emergency assistance if you or someone you know has these symptoms. 
 
 
 

 
Air quality orange alert experienced for August 4 (one of the very hot days) 

(unhealthy for sensitive groups), due to ozone. If you would like to be notified when daily air quality 
reaches a level of your choice, you can sign up for Enviroflash at enviroflash.info. 
 

https://maps.nyc.gov/cooling-center
http://nyc.gov/notifynyc
http://www.enviroflash.info/
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Not for NYC, but there is a drought watch for some New York State counties. 
 
 
 

Ukraine aid 
 

New York State website with information about resources and aid for 
Ukrainians 
 
State Department program Uniting for Ukraine 
To help fulfill President Biden’s promise to temporarily resettle 100,000 Ukrainian refugees, the 
State Department has established Uniting for Ukraine, in which legal residents of the United States 
can apply to be sponsors of migrants under a process called Humanitarian Parole. Learn more at 
uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole. Welcome.US, a humanitarian group for 
refugee resettlement, has created a guide to the process (and offers a mailing list) for people 
interested in becoming a sponsor. “Sponsors may apply as individuals, as a group, or as a 
representative of a non-governmental agency. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) lists the eligibility requirements and the instructions for completing Form I-134 (the 
Declaration of Financial Support). 
[Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of 4/28/2022] 

 
Ukrainians in the U.S. since March 1 are eligible for Temporary Protective 
Status (TPS) for an 18 month period. CUNY’s Citizenship Now project is ready to help the 

Ukrainian community apply for this benefit. Call 646-664-6400. 
 

 
 

https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-134instr.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/i-134
http://ftc.gov/charity
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Scam alert! 

 

Beware of Fake QR Codes 
January 19, 2022, aarp.org, by Katherine Skiba 
FBI issues warning, offers tips for scanning the popular black-and-white squares safely 

 
 
Crooks are altering both digital and physical QR codes and replacing them with malicious 
code...The modifications can allow access to your mobile device that reveals your location and 
gives access to your personal and financial data. Use caution if you are trying to make a payment 
using a code, since bad actors will try to redirect your funds, the FBI said. The FBI also advised: Do 
not download an app from a QR code; instead use your phone’s app store. Do not download a QR 
code scanner app. Most phones have a built-in scanner in their cameras. If you recently bought 
something and you receive an email saying the payment failed and are asked to complete the 
payment through a QR code, call the company to verify this. Locate the company’s phone number 
from a trusted site, not the phone number given in the email. If you believe your funds have been 
stolen from an altered QR code, contact your local FBI field office fbi.gov/contact-us/field-
offices/newyork. 
 
 
 

Selling stuff online? Here’s how to avoid a scam 
July 27, 2022, consumer.ftc.gov, by Alvaro PuigSelling stuff online can be a great way to make some 
extra cash. Craigslist, Facebook Marketplace, and other sites attract a lot of buyers — and 
scammers. Here are some ways scammers try to cheat you and what to do about it. Learn how to 
spot fake payments and bogus refund requests, fake check overpayment, fake verification codes. 
Don’t accept a mobile payment from someone you don’t know. Never deposit a check for more than 
the selling price. Don’t share your Google Voice verification code — or any verification code — with 
someone you don’t know. 
 
 

https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2021/qr-codes.html
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/newyork
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/newyork
https://consumer.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts/2022/07/selling-stuff-online-heres-how-avoid-scam
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COVID-19 updates 
 
The COVID-19 page on the NYC Department of Health website shows that there are high 
transmission levels of COVID throughout the city (data taken 8/7/2022) at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page. 
  

NYC Department of Health recommends the following precautions: 

• Wear a high-quality mask in all public indoor settings and around crowds outside. 
• Stay up-to-date on vaccinations. Vaccine Finder app vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  

• Test before and after travel or gatherings, or if you were recently exposed to someone who 
has COVID-19. 

• Stay home if sick. 
• Wash or sanitize your hands frequently. 

COVID-19: Prevention and Groups at Higher Risk 
 
 
 

In NYC, masks are required in health care facilities, congregate settings, and on public 
transportation. Proof of vaccination and masks may be required by employers, businesses and 
nonprofits.  

Masks are still required at school for 2-4 year old children. Learn more at schools.nyc.gov/school-
life/health-and-wellness/covid-information/health-and-safety-in-our-schools.  

 

 

Therapies  

People age 65+ and immunocompromised people are eligible for the new anti-viral pills. If you have 
COVID symptoms, take a covid test and contact your doctor within a couple of days, to request a 
prescription. The anti-viral Paxlovid pill is most effective when prescribed shortly after symptoms 
begin, and sharply reduces the chances a COVID illness will become severe. It is prescribed as three 
pills taken twice a day for five days. Molnupiravir is taken as four pills twice a day for five days. The 
pills are available for high-risk adults and must be taken soon after symptoms appear.  

The monoclonal antibody treatment Bebtelovimab remains approved, and is rated as effective 
against BA.2.  

 

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccines.page
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-whensick.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-prevention-and-care.page
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/health-and-wellness/covid-information/health-and-safety-in-our-schools
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/health-and-wellness/covid-information/health-and-safety-in-our-schools
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Trends 

Data taken on 8/7/22 from NYC Department of Health Covid Data page  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page compares case rates for zip 
code 10016, Manhattan and NYC.  

 

 

 

 

New COVID Booster Vaccines for BA.5: What We Know About the Fall 2022 
Rollout 
August 3, 2022, cnet.com, by Jessica Rendall 
The vaccine companies are still working on new formulas and will need to turn their safety and 
effectiveness data over to the FDA and CDC before new boosters roll out…In an effort to combat the 
spread of COVID-19, health officials are preparing for a fall and winter vaccine rollout with omicron-
specific boosters to target a more up-to-date version of the virus. The rollout could start as early as 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page
https://www.cnet.com/health/medical/new-covid-booster-vaccines-for-ba-5-what-we-know-about-the-fall-2022-rollout/
https://www.cnet.com/health/medical/new-covid-booster-vaccines-for-ba-5-what-we-know-about-the-fall-2022-rollout/
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September…The US Food and Drug Administration last month made a recommendation that 
vaccine manufacturers should make a booster dose of COVID-19 vaccine that targets the BA.4 and 
BA.5 subvariants of the omicron variant. BA.5 now makes up the majority of COVID-19 cases in the 
US and is leading another summer surge of COVID-19 cases…The pressure on the timeline to come 
up with a new vaccine comes partly from talk about expanding the eligibility of who can get a 
second booster of the currently available vaccines…and the eligibility isn't likely to be extended until 
there's a new booster…The US Department of Health and Human Services on Friday announced that 
it had ordered 66 million doses of Moderna's bivalent booster candidate, purchased with reallocated 
money meant for other COVID-19 resources as health officials have failed to secure more funding 
from Congress…While the US has also secured a previous order of 105 million doses of Pfizer, that 
isn't enough doses for all people in the US…Both BA.4 and BA.5 are considered part of the "original" 
omicron variant (BA.1) family. They're newer versions of the virus that causes COVID-19. BA.5 
quickly overtook the conversation because of its extreme contagiousness…Specifically, the FDA is 
asking for a bivalent (two-component) vaccine booster, which will include the BA.4/BA.5 spike 
protein in addition to an older strain. The FDA doesn't make vaccines, so the agency will authorize 
individual vaccine types as companies create and test them. 
 

 
 

Pre-exposure prophylaxis for immunocompromised people 

Evusheld works. Why are few people taking it? 
August 3, 2022, Bloomberg Prognosis email, bloombergbusiness.com 
An estimated 7 million Americans have impaired immune systems and so qualify for Evusheld, an 
antibody cocktail to enhance their defenses against Covid. Just one problem: Most aren't getting 
it…says Camille Nelson Kotton, an infectious disease specialist at Massachusetts General Hospital 
who treats many transplant patients. “Anyone who’s immunocompromised could potentially 
benefit.” Evusheld is meant for people with impaired immune systems — whether from 
chemotherapy, HIV or other issues — who may not be able to produce a robust response to a Covid 
vaccine or an infection. The drug, made by AstraZeneca, offers what’s known as pre-exposure 
prophylaxis: It provides a cocktail of two antibodies in advance to help protect patients against 
potential exposure. The treatment is recommended in combination with a full set of Covid vaccines 
and boosters. Initial data suggest Evusheld helps defend against the currently dominant BA.5 
variant, and studies in transplant patients look good as well… AstraZeneca has provided 1.7 million 
doses to the US government, which passes it along free to patients (though health care providers 
may charge for giving the shots) and indicates where doses are available on a map…the Food and 
Drug Administration  recommended repeating the double-shot regime of Evusheld dosing every six 
months. 
 
 
 

Free at-home rapid COVID tests from the Federal government (third round) are now 

available. Order them at covid.gov/tests.  

https://covid-19-therapeutics-locator-dhhs.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.covid.gov/tests
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Medicare will pay for at-home Coronavirus tests, as many as eight tests per month, 

under Part B Medicare at participating national pharmacy chains. 

In-home Rapid test kits (free) are available at library branches (contact your branch to 

confirm availability), and many insurance policies will pay for at-home test kits. Contact your 
pharmacy to confirm their participation in the program. Test kits are also available for purchase.  
 
 

Report: SPECIAL ISSUE: Policy Actions in Response to the COVID-19 
Pandemic 

Federal Reserve Bank of New York, Economic Policy Review, Volume 28, Number 1, June 2022 
In response to the economic dislocations brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Federal 
Reserve, along with other players in the official sector—including institutions like the Treasury and 
Congress—launched a number of facilities and other policy interventions to support market 
functioning and the flow of credit to households and businesses. Ten new articles focus on those 
facilities, offering background on the market conditions that led to their establishment, details on 
the facilities’ design, and assessments of their impact. 

 

 
More Covid-19 information towards the bottom of this newsletter.  
 
 
 

Monkeypox 
 
NYC monkeypox information at nyc.gov/monkeypox.  
 
Additional vaccination appointments continue to be posted – please sign up at 
vax4nyc.gov/monkeypox or call 877-VAX-4NYC. 

 
Biden administration declared monkeypox a public health emergency 
August 4, 2022, politico.com, by Erin Banco, Betsy Woodruff Swan, Adam Cancryn and David Lim 
The Biden administration on Thursday announced it is declaring monkeypox a public health 
emergency, a move intended to speed up the distribution of the vaccines and expand testing as the 
outbreak continues to spread. “We’re prepared to take our response to the next level in addressing 
this virus,” Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra told reporters. “And 
we urge every American to take monkeypox seriously and to take responsibility to help us tackle 
this virus.”… The World Health Organization on July 23 declared monkeypox a public health 
emergency of international concern. Since then, California, Illinois and New York have declared their 
own states of emergencies. 
 

President Biden Announces Team to Lead Monkeypox Response 
August 2, 2022, Statements and Releases 

https://www.medicare.gov/medicare-coronavirus
https://www.newyorkfed.org/medialibrary/media/research/epr/pdf2/epr_2022_vol28no1
https://www.newyorkfed.org/medialibrary/media/research/epr/pdf2/epr_2022_vol28no1
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/monkeypox.page
https://vax4nyc.nyc.gov/patient/s/monkeypox
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/08/04/biden-administration-plans-public-health-monkeypox-00049831
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/02/president-biden-announces-team-to-lead-monkeypox-response/
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President Biden named FEMA’s Robert Fenton as the White House National Monkeypox Response 
Coordinator and Dr. Demetre Daskalakis as the White House National Monkeypox Response Deputy 
Coordinator. Fenton and Daskalakis will lead the Administration’s strategy and operations to 
combat the current monkeypox outbreak, including equitably increasing the availability of tests, 
vaccinations and treatments. 
 

August 1, 2022, Mayor Adams issued an executive order declaring a NYC state of 
emergency due to the monkeypox outbreak… this emergency executive order allows the mayor 

to suspend local laws, and enact rules, as necessary, to protect the well-being and health of all New 
Yorkers. The separate public health declaration of emergency issued on Saturday by the New York 
City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) allows DOHMH Commissioner Dr. Ashwin 
Vasan to issue commissioner’s orders amending provisions of the New York City Health Code to 
protect public health and slow the spread. 
 

State Health Commissioner Issues Declaration of an Imminent Threat to 
Public Health for Monkeypox Virus 
July 28, 2022, health.ny.gov, Press Release 
As the number of monkeypox cases continues to increase and more local health departments are 
responding to the outbreak every day, New York State Commissioner of Health Dr. Mary T. Bassett 
today declared monkeypox an Imminent Threat to Public Health (ITPH) in New York State. 
 
 

 

 
Do I already have monkeypox immunity? 
Source: Bloomberg Prognosis email, bloombergbusiness.com, August 7, 2022 
Question: Does the smallpox vaccine that older folks received offer any immunity to monkeypox?  
Answer: [M]any [readers] wondered whether you already had protection from having received 
smallpox vaccines, which were included among routine childhood vaccinations in the US until 1972. 
The WHO declared the world free of smallpox in 1980. “Monkeypox is another orthopox virus and is 
closely related to the variola virus that causes smallpox,” [Katrine Wallace, an epidemiologist at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago] says. “Because of the similarities between the viruses, the smallpox 
vaccine has been shown to be 85% effective at preventing monkeypox in clinical trials.” But, she 
says, those smallpox vaccines also wane in effectiveness over time. “Smallpox vaccination can 
protect you at about 85% from monkeypox infection for about three to five years”…but experts 
believe it would still protect against severe illness.” 
 
 
 

Polio 
 

Polio surveillance uncovers new evidence of community spread in New York 
August 4, 2022, gothamist.com, by Caroline Lewis  
New evidence suggests polio may be spreading in New York’s Hudson Valley…the CDC detected 
polio in Rockland County’s wastewater, where it’s now been found in three sewage samples…“These 

https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/557-22/mayor-adams-declares-monkeypox-state-emergency-new-york-city
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/557-22/mayor-adams-declares-monkeypox-state-emergency-new-york-city
https://health.ny.gov/press/releases/2022/2022-07-28_monkeypox_virus
https://health.ny.gov/press/releases/2022/2022-07-28_monkeypox_virus
https://gothamist.com/news/polio-surveillance-uncovers-new-evidence-of-community-spread-in-new-york
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environmental findings — which further indicate potential community spread — in addition to the 
paralytic polio case identified among a Rockland County resident, underscore the urgency of every 
New York adult and child getting immunized against polio, especially those in the greater New York 
metropolitan area,” state health officials cautioned in the post. 
 
 
 

State Department of Health Updates New Yorkers On Polio In New York State 
To Keep New Yorkers and Children Polio-Free, NYSDOH Urges Vaccination 
While there is no treatment or cure for polio, it is preventable through safe and effective vaccination. 
A core component of CDC's standard child immunization schedule and required by NYSDOH for all 
school-aged children, those already vaccinated are considered to be at lower risk. According to 
CDC, inactivated poliovirus vaccine (IPV), which is the only polio vaccine that has been given in the 
United States since 2000, protects 99% of children who get all the recommended doses. 
New Yorkers can learn more about polio and the polio vaccine at health.ny.gov/polio.  
 
 

 

Kudos! 
 
Congratulations to Murray Hill resident, Rev. Adrian Dannhauser, on her new 
book! 
 

 
 

https://www.health.ny.gov/press/releases/2022/2022-08-01_polio.htm
https://health.ny.gov/polio
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October 12   6:30 – 8pm 

Book launch for Rev. Adrian Dannhauser’s new book, Ask Me for a Blessing 
(free) You are invited to the launch of Rev. Adrian Dannhauser's (Church of the Incarnation) new 
book, Ask Me for a Blessing, which comes out in September. There will be remarks by Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry, an interview with the author, book signing and refreshments. Publishers 
Weekly review. “[A] compassionate meditation on the power of blessings. The author reflects on 
what she’s learned about faith from her weekly practice of administering prayers to strangers on the 
street while standing outside her Midtown church with a sign that reads, ‘Ask me for a blessing.’ ” 
RSVP at evite.com/event/02AFCWIMDGFTHMJQAEPNB26SL45E4Y/rsvp.  
at Church of the Incarnation 
209 Madison Avenue (at 35th Street) 
 
[Editor’s note: Rev. Dannhauser brought her ‘Ask me for a blessing’ sign to the MHNA Street Festival 
one year. No sooner did she set up the sign, than a woman came to her for a blessing. You could 
see that the woman was very appreciative of this offer.] 
  
 
 

 
NYU Langone Hospitals, on the 2021-22 Best Hospitals Honor Roll and 
ranked #1 in New York 
U.S. News & World Report today released the 2021-22 Best Hospitals rankings and ratings. 
 
 
 

Job, training & internship opportunities 
 
through August 10 (application deadline) 

The 2023 Congressional Innovation Fellowship (mid-career) and 
Congressional Innovation Scholars (early-career) Fellowships 
Seeking talented mid and early-career technologists who are interested in making impact at the 
highest level - in Congress - starting in January 2023. Recruiting for up to twelve fellows total— 5-7 
to serve in Democratic offices and 5-7 to serve in Republican offices. Mid-career fellows will serve 
from January - December 2023 and receive a stipend of $86,700 with up to $11,000 in benefits. 
Early-career fellows will serve from January - October 2023 and receive an annual-equivalent 
stipend of $63,240 with up to $9,000 in benefits. Learn more and apply at techcongress.io/apply.  
 
 
 

ESPN     (Disney) Brand Marketing Internship  
The ESPN Brand Marketing team's purpose is to strengthen the ESPN brand through quality 
storytelling, innovation, audience expansion and by defining and driving the direct-to-consumer 
business. The Brand Marketing Intern will assist with the management of projects, research 
industry trends and more. Learn more and apply at jobs.disneycareers.com/job/new-york/espn-
brand-marketing-internship-fall-2022/391/33063549552.  

https://www.publishersweekly.com/9781506468044
https://www.publishersweekly.com/9781506468044
https://www.evite.com/event/02AFCWIMDGFTHMJQAEPNB26SL45E4Y/rsvp
https://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/area/new-york-ny
https://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/area/new-york-ny
https://www.usnews.com/info/blogs/press-room/articles/2021-07-27/us-news-releases-2021-22-best-hospitals-rankings
https://www.techcongress.io/apply
https://jobs.disneycareers.com/job/new-york/espn-brand-marketing-internship-fall-2022/391/33063549552
https://jobs.disneycareers.com/job/new-york/espn-brand-marketing-internship-fall-2022/391/33063549552


 
 

14 
 

 
 
 

SNY (NBC Universal) Student Intern 
The Tech Ops Internship is intended to provide an undergraduate level student hands-on experience 
in multi-platform technical areas in Broadcast Operations. The candidate will be assisting Tech 
Managers and Technicians in the daily operations of the studio/control room environments. Learn 
more and apply at jobs.smartrecruiters.com/NBCUniversal3/743999840119353.  
 
 
 

A&E is hiring for two new roles: 
Assistant Editor, Site and Apps (temp, full-time) 
Assistant Editor, Production Operations, Post Production (temp, full-time) 
Click the links to learn more and apply. 
 
 
 

How you can help 
 

Join a MHNA committee 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is an all-volunteer organization. We need your help to 
keep the Association’s work going. Volunteering can be for individual events, such as the Street 
Festival, and also for ongoing activities, such as Membership. Many administrative activities can be 
done remotely. Learn more about the different committees. If you are interested in joining a 
committee, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.   
 
 

 
 
NYC has a blood shortage—Blood donations are needed all summer 
Schedule an appointment at donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/zip (search by zip code).  
Host a blood drive. New York Blood center website nybc.org.  
At Grand Central Donor Center 
Chanin Building 
115 East 41st Street (between Park & Lexington Avenue) 
(other locations are also available) 
 
 

 

For businesses, nonprofits and buildings 
 

The New York State Health Care and Mental Hygiene Worker Bonus (HWB) 
Program launched  

https://jobs.smartrecruiters.com/NBCUniversal3/743999840119353
https://aenetworks.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/AE-Careers/job/New-York/Assistant-Editor--Site-and-Apps--TEMP-_R0006595
https://aenetworks.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/AE-Careers/job/New-York/Assistant-Editor--Production-Operations--Post-Production--Temporary----NYC-Campus-_R0005921-1
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=10128&clientID=11037&topicID=0&Thispage=Committees
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
https://donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/zip
https://www.nybc.org/donate-blood/shared/host-drive-register-shared/
https://www.nybc.org/
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For health care employers and workers. This program was funded as part of the 2022-23 state 
budget, providing frontline healthcare workers bonuses of up to $3,000 to reward them for their 
dedication during the COVID-19 pandemic. Employees and employers must qualify. There are five 
vesting periods, and each has submission deadlines. The first submission period runs from August 
3 – September 2. Learn more at 
health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/providers/hwb_program/index.htm.  
 
 
 
 
August 8, 10, 11 

(virtual) The Carbon Almanac Week @ NYPL—green actions for businesses 

The New York Public Library's Business Center is celebrating the worldwide launch of The Carbon 
Almanac with a three-part series that explores: WHY it's not too late to stop climate change, HOW 
the Almanac facilitates discovering facts and talking about this topic for businesses and the people 
that work in them, and WHAT specific, green actions can micro and small businesses take to really 
move the needle towards an eco-friendly path. SIGN UP NOW! Click on the links below to register for 
each program. Everything will be online via Zoom (details will be emailed upon registration). 
► PART 1  August 8  12pm  Seth Godin in Conversation About the Carbon Almanac 
► PART 2  August 10  3pm  From Freelancers to Moguls: Action Steps For Businesses To Save Our 
Planet 
► PART 3  August 11  12pm  Now, You Too, Can Really Put Your Micro or Small Business on a 
Green Path 
This book is a tool to help everyone, not just businesses, share information. Check out the book 
(and join the NYPL during the sessions to find out how you can get free copies for you and your 
friends). Also, check out the Carbon Almanac website. 
 
 
 

NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development property 
management classes 
(free) HPD invites you to visit the HPD Outreach Van to learn more about HPD and housing-related 
issues. Learn more at www1.nyc.gov/site/hpd/events/index.page. You can filter by borough. 
August 9    6 - 8pm 

(virtual) Save Energy, Save Money: Energy-Efficiency and Resiliency for 
Homeowners 
Come learn how making necessary repairs or retrofitting your home can improve safety and reduce 
monthly expenses. Please register in advance at 
us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYodOmhrTIsHtfaqpF7VlH6APfrJcKu3Gkk.  
August 24   10am - 2pm  

(in-person) HPD Outreach at Union Square 
HPD can help you: learn about opportunities and prepare to apply for affordable housing lotteries, 
learn about the ABCs of housing and your rights and responsibilities as a tenant or owner. Get help 
filing a complaint about housing code violations or landlord harassment. Leam about and apply for 
financial assistance for property owners. Get help registering your building as a property owner. 
Learn how to remedy housing code violations at your property. 
Visit nyc.gov/hpdoutreach or contact hpdoutreach@hpd.nyc.gov for more information. 

https://health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/providers/hwb_program/index.htm
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/08/seth-godin-conversation-about-carbon-almanac
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/10/freelancers-moguls-action-steps-businesses-save-our-planet
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/10/freelancers-moguls-action-steps-businesses-save-our-planet
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/11/now-you-too-can-really-put-your-micro-or-small-business-green-path
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/11/now-you-too-can-really-put-your-micro-or-small-business-green-path
https://thecarbonalmanac.org/book/
https://thecarbonalmanac.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/hpd/events/index.page
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYodOmhrTIsHtfaqpF7VlH6APfrJcKu3Gkk
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/hpd/contact/hpd-outreach.page
mailto:hpdoutreach@hpd.nyc.gov


 
 

16 
 

at Union Square 
10 Union Square East  
 
 
 

 
New City Budget Includes Some Added Funding to Implement Building 
Emissions Law 
June 17, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid 
In 2024, New York City will begin capping emissions from the city’s largest buildings – which are its 
worst polluters – under Local Law 97, which was approved as part of the city’s Climate Mobilization 
Act of 2019. The law requires buildings to be retrofitted with energy-efficient and sustainable 
systems – upgrading heating and cooling systems, possibly installing solar energy, for instance – to 
significantly reduce their carbon footprint to meet those emissions caps, or otherwise face hefty 
fines. But the city has just over six months to issue rules and regulations for property owners and 
managers to follow...The law created a new Office of Building Energy and Emissions Performance 
at DOB, tasked with calculating emissions formulas and setting emissions limits, among other roles, 
much of which will require formal rulemaking through a public review and input process that has not 
yet begun. (The city also has a separate program called Property Assessed Clean Energy which 
helps property owners finance energy upgrades and renewable energy projects)...Adams has also 
insisted that the city needs to make it easier for building owners to retrofit systems and make 
energy upgrades...“That is why [the mayor] has supported City subsidies to assist property owners 
in need with the cost of retrofitting and called for significant investment in retrofitting the City’s own 
buildings. 
 
[Editor's note: Information on free training and free help for this law has been posted on the MHNA 
website murrayhillnyc.org, tap Resources and tap the Green Resources section.] 
 
 
 

 
Mayor Adams, Councilmembers Powers, Brannan Celebrate Passage of Bill 
to Suspend Liquor License Surcharge 
July 13, 2022, Press Release 
The legislation – sponsored by New York City Councilmembers Keith Powers and Justin Brannan – 
suspends the city's 25 percent surcharge businesses pay on state liquor licenses for a year and is 
retroactively effective June 1, 2022…"Small businesses fill our city with culture, support local 
economies, and create dynamic neighborhoods, but too many have shuttered over the past two 
years," said New York City Councilmember Keith Powers. "Today, I'm proud to join Mayor Adams 
and Councilmember Brannan to provide critical relief and put money back in their pockets. As we 
rebuild, it's imperative we're working tirelessly to support these beloved establishments–I'm very 
glad to partner this common-sense legislation."… "Thank you to Mayor Adams, Councilmembers 
Powers, Brannan, and all the supporters for suspending this discriminatory surcharge that only 
small businesses in the city of New York are forced to pay, on top of the hefty fees they already pay 
to the state for their liquor licenses. Plus, on top of saving city restaurants and bars some money 
from suspending this unfair surcharge, it will also reduce associated administrative burdens on 

https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/11387-nyc-city-budget-climate-mobilization-act
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/11387-nyc-city-budget-climate-mobilization-act
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/503-22/mayor-adams-councilmembers-powers-brannan-celebrate-passage-bill-suspend-liquor-license
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/503-22/mayor-adams-councilmembers-powers-brannan-celebrate-passage-bill-suspend-liquor-license
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small businesses, which is another reason to cheer," said Andrew Rigie, executive director, New 
York City Hospitality Alliance. 
 
 
 
 

The New York City Business Integrity Commission (BIC) is proposing to 
amend Title 17 of the Rules of the City of New York relating to the maximum 
rates permitted to be charged by a licensee for the collection, removal, 
disposal, or recycling of trade waste. 
Pursuant to Title 17, Chapter 1, § 5-02(f) of the Rules of the City of New York (“RCNY”), BIC held a 
hearing in October 2019 regarding the maximum rates allowed to be charged by a licensee for the 
collection, removal, disposal, or recycling of trade waste. In March 2020, the global pandemic 
caused by COVID-19 began a period of serious economic difficulty for trade waste haulers and their 
customers alike, and BIC made no adjustment to the maximum rates at that time. On September 23, 
2021, pursuant to RCNY Title 17, Chapter 1, § 5-02(f), BIC held a hearing relating to the maximum 
rates charged by a licensee for the collection, removal, disposal, or recycling of trade waste. On 
April 28, 2022, BIC held a public hearing regarding a proposed rule amendment to increase the 
maximum rates trade waste haulers can charge by 9%, to $22.63 per cubic yard or $14.85 per 100 
pounds. Those adjusted rates became effective on June 24, 2022. As BIC continues to carefully 
monitor the economic trends that impact the trade waste industry, it has determined that an 
additional rate increase is necessary to account for the continued increase in operating costs faced 
by licensees who provide trade waste removal services…BIC proposes to increase the current 
maximum rates that trade waste haulers can charge by 7%. The increase would result in maximum 
rates of: $ 24.21 per cubic yard, $ 15.89 per 100 pounds.  
 
 
 
 
August 10 - 12  noon – 5pm 

(virtual) Invention-Con 2022: Inspiring and redefining the innovative mindset 

(free) For inventors, makers and entrepreneurs. Successful inventors, accomplished entrepreneurs, 
and expert USPTO staff demonstrate how intellectual property protection is key to your success, 
share invaluable resources for innovators, offer tips on business strategy, and give insights into 
working with the USPTO to patent your invention or register your trademark. View the agenda and 
speaker biographies at uspto.gov/about-us/events/invention-con-2022-agenda-and-speaker-bios. 
Register at eventbrite.com/e/invention-con-2022-inspiring-and-redefining-the-innovative-mindset-
tickets-342982298287. For updates, including workshop descriptions and additional speaker 
information, check uspto.gov/about-us/events/invention-con-2022-inspiring-and-redefining-
innovative-mindset as the event approaches. Invention-Con is the USPTO's annual conference for 
independent inventors, entrepreneurs, and small business owners whose success depends on 
guarding their creative work. This program is presented by the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office's 
Office of Innovation Outreach. For more information, email inventioncon@uspto.gov.  
 
 
 
August 12   1 – 2pm 

https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/BIC-Proposed-Amendment-of-Allowable-Maximum-Rates-Charged-by-Trade-Waste-Haulers-Preliminarily-Certified-7.28.22FINAL.pdf
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/BIC-Proposed-Amendment-of-Allowable-Maximum-Rates-Charged-by-Trade-Waste-Haulers-Preliminarily-Certified-7.28.22FINAL.pdf
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/BIC-Proposed-Amendment-of-Allowable-Maximum-Rates-Charged-by-Trade-Waste-Haulers-Preliminarily-Certified-7.28.22FINAL.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/invention-con-2022-agenda-and-speaker-bios
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/invention-con-2022-inspiring-and-redefining-the-innovative-mindset-tickets-342982298287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/invention-con-2022-inspiring-and-redefining-the-innovative-mindset-tickets-342982298287
https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/invention-con-2022-inspiring-and-redefining-innovative-mindset
https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/invention-con-2022-inspiring-and-redefining-innovative-mindset
mailto:inventioncon@uspto.gov
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(virtual) Introduction to Patents 
Get an overview of patent concepts, including the 3 kinds of patents and a comparison with other 
types of intellectual property protection. Learn about the basic requirements for obtaining a United 
States patent and how to go beyond simple keyword searching to search by patent classification 
with the free search tools available from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and the European 
Patent Office. Register at nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/12/introduction-patents. Presented 
by the New York Public Library. 
 
 
 
 
August 16    5 - 7pm  

(virtual) Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment’s NYC Film Green 
program: Rethinking Power for Film/TV Productions 
This is the second panel in the ‘Office Hours’ series. This free monthly series is designed to help 
NYC productions learn practical solutions to green their productions. Please visit MOME’s meeting 
registration page to join the virtual panel. 
 
 
 
 

Central Business District Tolling Program 
(CBDTP) (Congestion Pricing) 
 

Notice of Environmental Assessment and Public Hearings 
Source: MTA Bridges and Tunnels, CBDTP@mtabt.org  
Public can now sign up to speak at public hearings, review document and provide comments, 
beginning August 10. Visit the CBD Tolling Program website new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/public-
hearing-notice for further details.  

The Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority (an affiliate of the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority), the New York State Department of Transportation, and the New York City Department of 
Transportation, are proposing the Central Business District (CBD) Tolling Program (the Project) to 
reduce traffic congestion in the Manhattan CBD in a manner that will generate revenue for future 
transportation improvements, pursuant to acceptance into the Federal Highway Administration’s 
(FHWA) Value Pricing Pilot Program. 

An Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared to evaluate the potential environmental 
impacts of, and mitigation for, the CBD Tolling Program, and has been approved by FHWA for public 
availability. 
 
The FHWA is soliciting comments from the public on the proposed de minimis impact 
determination for Central Park and the High Line. 

https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/12/introduction-patents
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/mome/industries/nyc-film-green-home.page
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VKM8qvuzQmqkBoEHGXSZ8Q
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VKM8qvuzQmqkBoEHGXSZ8Q
mailto:CBDTP@mtabt.org
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/public-hearing-notice
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/public-hearing-notice
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The official 30-day public comment period for the EA and on the proposed Section 4(f) de minimis 
impact determination for the CBD Tolling Program will begin on August 10, 2022. The EA will be 
available for public review in hardcopy in multiple locations throughout New York, New Jersey, and 
Connecticut, including but not limited to county libraries and county clerk offices. For a list of 
locations, or to access the document online, visit new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/environmental-
assessment or contact the CBDTP Team at 646-252-7440 or via email at: CBDTP@mtabt.org.  

Comments made at the public hearings or submitted and/or postmarked by the end date, 
September 9, 2022, will be made part of the EA record and reflected in the FHWA’s final NEPA 
determination. 

Virtual Public Hearings 

There will be six (6) virtual Public Hearings to provide information and receive comments on the 
CBD Tolling Program EA at the dates and times below. Those interested in speaking will have three 
(3) minutes to speak. 

Thursday, August 25    5 – 8pm (Sign up for this virtual hearing) 

Saturday, August 27    10am – 1pm (Sign up for this virtual hearing) 

Sunday, August 28    1 – 4pm (Sign up for this virtual hearing) 

Monday, August 29   1 – 4pm (Sign up for this virtual hearing) 

Tuesday, August 30    5 – 8pm (Sign up for this virtual hearing) 

Wednesday, August 31    10am – 1pm  (Sign up for this virtual hearing) 

Locations: Hearings will be virtual via Zoom and livestreamed at mta.info/CBDTP. Those who want 
to participate in the hearings may do so: 

By PC/Tablet/Smartphone: By Phone: Join link:   mta.zoom.us/j/82606738045  Dial-in: 1-888-788-
0099 (toll-free), Webinar ID: 826 0673 8045 Webinar ID: 826 0673 8045, #, # 

Anyone wishing to speak at the hearings will have an opportunity to do so. It is requested, but not 
required, that those wishing to speak sign up by 7pm the previous day at 
new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/upcoming-meetings or by calling the Public Hearing Hotline at 646-
252-6777. 

Other Ways to Comment 

Online: mta.info/CBDTP 

Email: CBDTP@mtabt.org  

https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/environmental-assessment
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/environmental-assessment
mailto:CBDTP@mtabt.org
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/147
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/148
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/149
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/150
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/151
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/152
https://mta.info/CBDTP
https://mta.zoom.us/j/82606738045
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/upcoming-meetings
https://mta.info/CBDTP
mailto:CBDTP@mtabt.org
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Mail: CBD Tolling Program, 2 Broadway, 23rd Floor, New York, NY 10004 

Phone: 646-252-7440 

Fax: 212-504-3148 Attn: CBDTP 

Send Comments Directly to FHWA 

Email: CBDTP@dot.gov  

Mail: FHWA - NY Division, RE: CBDTP, Leo W. O'Brien Federal Building, 11A, Clinton Ave, Suite 719, 
Albany, NY 12207 
 
 
 

Upcoming events 

 

IMPORTANT ELECTION! 
Primary election dates—learn about the candidates, and 
vote!  
Primary Elections are when voters choose who will appear on the ballot for their party in the 
General Election. Offices in our districts are highly contested and your vote is important!  
 
Voters must be registered with a party to vote to nominate that party's candidates in a Primary 
Election. This year, you may indicate or change your party affiliation until August 12. 
  
Request an absentee ballot if you will be out of town on August 23 or if you prefer not to go to the 
polling places during the pandemic (select temporary illness as the reason).  
 
New York City Board of Elections website vote.nyc, email vote@boe.nyc.ny.us.   
New York State Board of Elections website elections.ny.gov  
Check your voter registration status at vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered or call 1-866-868-3692. It is a 
best practice to check your voter registration status before every election.  
Register to vote (Voter Registration Form) at vote.nyc/page/register-vote. This form is also used to 
change your address or party affiliation. 
Request Absentee Ballot vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0  

mailto:CBDTP@dot.gov
https://www.vote.nyc/
mailto:vote@boe.nyc.ny.us
https://www.elections.ny.gov/
https://www.vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered
https://www.vote.nyc/page/register-vote
https://www.vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0
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New York City Campaign Finance Board voter guide nycvotes.org/meet-the-

candidates/2022-primary-election/august-2022-races. The U.S. House of Representatives and New 
York State Senate are on the ballot. Enter your address and tap Find My Site to find your districts. 
The resulting page will show your early voting and election day poll sites. Tap View Sample Ballot to 
see the offices and candidates on your ballot. Tap the districts to see a brief summary of the 
candidates’ positions. Example: 12th Congressional District 
 
Article listing the candidates (Murray Hill is in the 12th Congressional District):  

Who’s running for Congress in New York 
August 1, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin, Pete Tomao and Holly Pretsky 
Looking at every House race across the Empire State – which could be key to which party controls 
Congress…New York has lost a congressional seat. The delegation will be 26 members starting next 
year, down from 27.  
through August 10 Judicial Convention 

 
August 8   Last day to submit an absentee ballot request for the August 23 

Primary (online). You must submit an Absentee Ballot request 
specifically for this primary election. 
 

August 13 – 21   Early voting Primary Election (Congressional & State 
Senate) 
 

August 23   Primary Election (Congressional & State Senate)  
Deadline for Absentee Ballots to be postmarked. 
Deadline to change party affiliation. 
 

October 14 Deadline for voter registration for General Election 
 

October 18 Deadline for change of address for General Election 
 

October 24 Deadline to request Absentee Ballot 
 

October 29 - November 6 Early Voting 
 

November 8 General Election 
 

 
 
August 8    6:30pm 

(virtual) Town Hall: Redistricting 101, followed by a Q&A moderated by Council 
Member Erik Bottcher (District 3) 
A presentation by the NYC Redistricting Commission, followed by a Q&A moderated by Council 
Member Erik Bottcher. Staff members from the Districting Commission will give a presentation 
about the redistricting process, explain how you can give input into the process, how you can draw 
your own suggested maps to submit, and answer your questions. 

https://www.nycvotes.org/meet-the-candidates/2022-primary-election/august-2022-races
https://www.nycvotes.org/meet-the-candidates/2022-primary-election/august-2022-races
https://www.nycvotes.org/meet-the-candidates/2022-primary-election/representative-in-congress/?officeType=10&districtID=&boroughCode=%20&geoAreaAbbr=12&officelevel=3&pg=r
https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2022/08/whos-running-congress-new-york/375135/
https://www.vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0
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Register at us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAqce2pqD4pGNRf0jGzIXY32B9ab4Jm187M.  
The Districting Commission has posted its preliminary map at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/maps/maps.page.  
 

 
 
 
10am - 5pm   daily 

Kids Creative Corner at Bryant Park 
The newest Bryant Park amenity, Kids Creative Corner, is a free, staffed area with art supplies, 
books, and more! It's located in the gravel west of Le Carrousel on the south side of Bryant Park,   
40th Street between 5th & 6th Avenue (behind the library) 
 
 
 
 
August 9    12 - 1:30pm 

(virtual) The Steps to Financial Adulthood 

Your financial success relies on making smart decisions and creating good financial habits. Are you 
concerned about your financial life? Erika Safran, CFP® shares important financial principles and 
show you the steps you can to take to be on the path to financial confidence. Topics covered 
include emergency funds, savings and expenses, credit card debt, tax withholding, investment 
allocation, retirement plans, insurance selection, and necessary estate documents. Presented by the 
New York Public Library. Learn more and register at nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/09/steps-
financial-adulthood.  
 
 
 
August 9    7pm 

(free, in person) Film screening: Girl Picture, and director Alli Haapasalo will 
present a film talk after the screening 
Presented by Scandinavia House. New Finnish film Girl Picture /Tytöt tytöt tytöt (dir. Alli Haapasalo, 
Finland, 2022) ahead of its theatrical release on August 12! Director Alli Haapasalo will be present 
for a film talk and Q&A following the screening. In this coming-of-age dramedy from the director of 
Force of Habit and Love & Fury, best friends Mimmi and Rönkkö have each other’s backs, always, 
aspiring for adventurous lives filled with experiences and passion. Emma, on the contrary, has given 
her whole life to figure skating — nothing gets between her and success. But when the girls meet, 
life opens new paths that send them rocketing in new directions.  (100 min. In Finnish & French with 
English subtitles). Learn more and RSVP at scandinaviahouse.org/events/girl-picture.  
at Scandinavia House 
Victor Borge Hall 
58 Park Avenue 
scandinaviahouse.org  
 
 
 
(a good way to beat the heat in a NYC cooling center!) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAqce2pqD4pGNRf0jGzIXY32B9ab4Jm187M
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/maps/maps.page
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/09/steps-financial-adulthood
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/09/steps-financial-adulthood
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/girl-picture
http://scandinaviahouse.org/
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August 10   2 – 4:15pm 

(free, in-person) NYPL presents Reel to Read Movies: Inside Man (2006) 
Inside Man (2006) NYPD detective struggles to outsmart a high-stakes bank robber who has seized 
control of a Wall Street bank. Directed by Spike Lee. Starring Denzel Washington, Clive Owen, Jodie 
Foster, and Willem Dafoe. 2006. The New York Public Library’s Reel to Read program where the 
page meets the screen, a curated series of independent and classic cinema. Registration required at 
nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/10/reel-read-movies#register.   
at Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (fully accessible) 
455 Fifth Avenue (40th Street) 
 
 
 
August 11, 13 

Pershing Square Sounds  
Free lunchtime and happy hour concerts.  
Thursday, August 11 (4:30 - 6pm), The Truants, British Invasion, Garage Rock 
Saturday, August 13 (12 - 2pm), The Sammy Buttons Experience NYC, Music for your soul (summer 
streets) 
See the full lineup at grandcentralpartnership.nyc/pershingsquaresounds.  
in Pershing Square Plaza West 
Park Avenue (between 41st & 42nd Street) 
 

 
 

 
 
August 13, 20     7am – 1pm 

Summer Streets 2022 on Park Avenue 
(in person, free and family friendly) This event takes place on Park Avenue in Manhattan between 
the Brooklyn Bridge and East Harlem. Everyone is invited to play, run, walk, and bike along Park 
Avenue and its connecting streets. NYC DOT [Department of Transportation] hosts free public art 
installations, performances and activities at Rest Stops along the route. Partners include lifestyle 
and consumer brands, city agencies, community organizations, performers and artists. Activities 
promote fitness, recreation, arts, culture — and fun! Free Citi Bike day passes available on August 
6th with code SUMMER22. Learn more at 
www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/summerstreets/html/home/home.shtml.  
Park Avenue will be closed to vehicle traffic during the Summer Streets hours. The closest rest 
stops to Murray Hill are: 
East 26th Street between Madison Avenue and Lexington Avenue 
East 27th Street between Madison Avenue and Lexington Avenue 
East 51st Street between Madison Avenue and Lexington Avenue 

https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/08/10/reel-read-movies#register
https://www.grandcentralpartnership.nyc/pershingsquaresounds
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/summerstreets/html/home/home.shtml
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through August 13  
Peter Kuper's INterSECTS: Where Arthropods and Homo Sapiens Meet 
Explore giant new illustrations by award-winning cartoonist and 2020–21 Cullman Center Fellow 
Peter Kuper in this immersive exhibition tracing the evolution of insects over 400 million years and 
narrating their intersection with humans. During his fellowship, Kuper frequently found himself 
virtually alone in the vast Beaux-Arts rooms and hallways of the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building 
and began imagining arthropods occupying this unexpectedly and unprecedentedly vacant 
environment. Those imaginings come to life in this exhibition, which also investigates the 
contributions of entomologists and other naturalists represented in the Library’s vast collections. 
Learn more, including downloadable coloring sheets at nypl.org/events/exhibitions/intersects.   
at the New York Public Library 
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building 
Rayner Special Collections Wing 
42nd Street (between 5th & 6th Avenue) (accessible entrance) 
(or enter on 5th Avenue at 41st Street) 

 
 
 
 
August 16 - 22 

(in person and virtual) NYC Council Redistricting Commission hearings 
The commission released draft maps on July 15: The maps are available for public review online at 
nyc.gov/districting. Residents who would like to submit maps for their testimony may draw their 
own maps using DistrictR, a mapping tool available on the commission website at 
nyc.gov/districting. The city’s population grew 8.2 million in 2010 to 8.8 million in 2020, according 
to the Census, an increase the size of the city of Detroit. To reflect this growth and bring the city in 

https://www.nypl.org/events/exhibitions/intersects
http://nyc.gov/districting
http://nyc.gov/districting
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line with federal, state, and local laws the new preliminary plan raises the average number of 
residents per City Council district to 172,882. These population parameters are built into DistrictR. 
The New York City Districting Commission is charged with redistricting the fifty-one City Council 
districts according to the 2020 Census and other criteria mandated by the New York City Charter. 
Learn more about redistricting. According to their announcement, the commission will vote take a 
final vote September 15 and submit their plan to the City Council. Individuals wishing to submit 
written testimony in connection with this public hearing may do so at 
PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov.  Individuals wishing to speak at any hearing will be provided 
up to three minutes of speaking time.  Learn more at www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/index.page.    
August 16     5:30 - 9 pm  
at Museum of the Moving Image, Sumner Redstone Theater, 36-01 35 Ave Astoria, Queens 11106  
August 17    5:30 - 9 pm 
at Lehman College (CUNY), Gillet Auditorium, 250 Bedford Park Blvd West, The Bronx 10468 
August 18   5:30 - 9 pm 
at Staten Island Borough Hall, 10 Richmond Terrace Rm 125 
August 21    3:30 - 7 pm 
at Medgar Evers College (CUNY), School of Science Health & Technology, Dining Hall, 1638 Bedford 
Ave, Brooklyn.11225 
August 22    5:30 - 9 pm 
at Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, 515 Malcolm Blvd., Harlem, Manhattan, 10037 
 

 
 
 
through September 17   7 – 8:30pm (Lawn opens at 5pm) 

The 2022 season of Picnic Performances at Bryant Park presented by Bank 
of America 
(free) All performances are free to the public and designed to be enjoyed casually – no tickets 
required—with seating available and free picnic blankets for audience members to borrow. 
Attendees may bring their own food or purchase from on-site food and beverage vendors near the 
Lawn.  
August 12 - New York City Opera: La Traviata 
See the full lineup at bryantpark.org/series/bryant-park-picnics.  
at Bryant Park 
(between 40th & 42nd Street, and between 5th & 6th Avenue, behind the Library) 
 
 
 
 
 
September 19 (deadline to apply) 

ACES is seeking volunteer Public Benefit Counselors 
The Advocacy, Counseling and Entitlement Services (ACES) Project of the Community Service 
Society of New York (cssny.org) is recruiting retired individuals age 55 years or older to serve as 
volunteer public benefit counselors dedicated to helping financially disadvantaged people. ACES 
volunteers screen clients for eligibility and assist with completing applications for public benefits. 
Volunteers must attend a training that begins October 4, 2022 and will be held through webinars. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/districting/downloads/pdf/20220622-primer-deviation-guide-release.pdf
mailto:PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/index.page
https://bryantpark.org/series/bryant-park-picnics
https://www.cssny.org/
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Upon completion, they are placed in agencies in one of the five boroughs to provide information on 
government benefits to low-income families, older adults, and individuals with disabilities. There are 
options for in person or remote volunteer assignments. A personal interview, successful completion 
of the training, and a commitment of six hours per week for one year of volunteer service is 
required. Applicants must have advocacy, research, and computer skills, in addition to an interest in 
assisting low-income populations and learning about public benefit programs. No prior benefit 
experience is required. Your participation in this program gives you a chance to help others in a truly 
significant way. For more information, please contact Rebecca Haase at 212-614-5482. Learn more 
and apply at The ACES Project, Community Service Society of New York   
cssny.org/programs/entry/the-aces-project.  
 
 
 

Penn Station redevelopment updates 

 

Amy Paulin, PACB member, has recused herself from the PACB vote 
Source: Amy R. Paulin’s email of August 1, 2022.  
For personal reasons, I have had to recuse myself from the PACB vote. Speaker of the NYS 
Assembly Carl Heastie's office has appointed Philip Fields as my replacement.  
About Philip Fields from Press Release 2015. Speaker Carl Heastie appointed Philip Fields as 
director of Budget Studies, New York State Assembly fiscal team. According to Speaker Heastie, he 
possess a tremendous wealth of knowledge on fiscal and programmatic issues"…prior to that 
appointment, Fields served as deputy fiscal director for the Assembly. Prior to that, he served as 
senior transportation analyst for the Ways and Means Committee, senior analyst for the 
Corporations, Authorities and Commissions Committee, and analyst for the Real Property Taxation 
Committee. Fields is the deputy chair of the Schenectady County Legislature. He currently chairs 
the County Rules Committee as well as the County Ways and Means Committee. He earned 
master's and bachelor's degrees in Economics from the State University at Albany. 
 
 
 

Hochul's Penn Station Proposal Passes Key Procedural Vote 
Source: Gotham Gazette’s Eye Opener email of July 28, 2022 
Governor Kathy Hochul's controversial plan to overhaul the Penn Station area passed a key 
procedural hurdle on Wednesday as an oversight panel voted unanimously (3-0) to approve a piece 
of the proposal previously agreed to by the governor and Mayor Eric Adams. It would allow real 
estate developers to submit "payment in lieu of taxes" (PILOTs) to the state, which are intended to 
fund a modernization of the cavernous transit hub and surrounding area as part of a state General 
Project Plan. The governor's plan would allow for real estate developers to build massive office and 
residential towers around the station, and to forego city property taxes in favor of payments directly 
to the state to fund Penn Station area improvements. That direct payment structure is what was 
approved Wednesday by the Public Authorities Control Board…Officials stressed, however, that the 
vote was not one to approve the entire project, and some PACB members say they need to see 
more before committing to voting in favor. 
 

Related: Real Decisions on Penn Kicked Down the Track 

https://www.cssny.org/programs/entry/the-aces-project
https://www.nyassembly.gov/Press/20150211/
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Source: The New York Landmarks Conservancy email of July 28, 2022 
Yesterday’s Public Authorities Control Board (PACB) vote was not a final approval of the Governor’s 
Penn Station plan, nor the end of efforts to defeat it. The PACB was expected to vote on the 
financial aspects of the General Project Plan for Penn. Instead, The PACB only approved a non-
binding agreement on how the City and State would divvy up unknown revenues, from uncertain 
developments, to pay for unknown transit improvements of unknown costs. 
 
 
 
Editor’s note: The kind of innovation described in the article below will not have a place in Midtown 
Manhattan (Garment District and Penn Station neighborhood), if the Penn Station neighborhood 
redevelopment plan has its way. 
 

 
 
RESPONSIBLE FASHION 

Not Just Any Bag (paywall) 

July 30, 2022, nytimes.com, by Jessica Iredale 
A New York company, Anybag, finds an elegant way to turn plastic bag waste into a functional tote. 
Miranda Kerr, Adidas and Ralph Lauren are fans…The staggering sight of all the single-use plastic 
bags that came through the doors of his primary business, Park Avenue International, a 6,000-
square-foot leather goods factory that specializes in producing handbags for brands including 
Gabriela Hearst, Altuzarra, Proenza Schouler and Eileen Fisher, became too much…”we’ve got to do 
something with it, there’s got to be a better way,”…[Alex Dabagh, who started the company Anybag],  
40, said. “If we can weave leather, there’s got to be a way to weave plastic.”… Mr. Dabagh, like many 
New Yorkers, knows that despite the [plastic bag] ban, there are still plenty of plastic bags in 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/30/style/not-just-any-bag.html
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circulation and that…“The recycling companies don’t want them because all they do is clog their 
machines, cause millions of dollars in damages every year — stoppage time, broken machines, 
clogging the incinerators.”… Mr. Dabagh estimated that last year Anybag collected 12,000 pounds of 
plastic, the equivalent of about 588,000 single-use plastic bags. The company strips everything 
down, cleans it and disinfects it…A sustainable mind-set was instilled in Mr. Dabagh by his father 
from a young age. Pierre Dabagh opened Park Avenue International [115 W 29th Street] in 1982 as a 
young immigrant who had fled Lebanon in the late 1970s during the country’s civil war. He arrived in 
New York with $300 and started working at a factory owned by a Korean family on 30th Street, Mr. 
Dabagh said, where he learned the leather trade before opening his own shop… At the start of the 
pandemic, when Park Avenue International’s core leather business slowed down, Mr. Dabagh 
decided to double down on Anybag. He trained his 40 employees to use the looms to weave plastic 
bags out of trash. 
 

 
 
Photos by Graydon Herriott (details) 

 
 
 

Changes in the neighborhood 
(and surrounding areas) 
 

Mayor Adams Inaugurates Asser Levy Floodgate 
Source: Community Board 6 August 2022 newsletter email, August 1, 2022 
On Monday, July 18th, CB6 joined Mayor Eric Adams, our local elected officials, community 
members, and agency representatives to formally celebrate the reopening of the Asser Levy 
Playground and the completion of the first part of the East Side Coastal Resiliency Project…And 
while we're not thrilled that floodwalls and floodgates are now a fact of life for our district in this 
time of unmistakable climate change, we're glad the project is proceeding on schedule. Attendees 
at this event were CB6 Member Susan Steinberg, CB6 Environment & Parks Committee Chair Kevin 
O'Keefe, Council Member Keith Powers; Waterside Plaza Tenants Association President Janet 
Handal, Council Member Carlina Rivera, CB6 Chair Kyle Athayde. 
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Related: Mayor Adams Announces First Section of East Side Coastal Resiliency 
Project Completed as Asser Levy Playground Reopens with new Floodwall 
and Resilient Play Areas 

July 18, 2022, Press release 
Asser Levy Playground [East 23rd St. to E. 25th St., FDR Drive ] is home to the northern end of the 
ESCR Project, a $1.45 billion project that will create a 2.4-mile flood barrier of berms, floodwalls, 
moveable gates and raised parkland that will protect 110,000 East Side residents...Asser Levy 
Playground now features 320 feet of new floodwall, along with a new 79-foot-long, 45-ton sliding 
steel floodgate. The first protective flood gate — measuring 42 feet and weighing 16 tons — was 
installed as part of the flood wall near Stuyvesant Cove Park in February. Once ESCR is completed, 
the floodgate will be closed ahead of any future flooding event. 
 
 
 
 

Ritz-Carlton Hotel Opens To Guests At 1185 Broadway In NoMad, Manhattan 
August 2, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young and Matt Pruznick  
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel and Residences at 1185 Broadway recently celebrated its grand opening in 
NoMad. Designed by Rafael Vinoly and developed by Marriott, Ritz Carlton Hotels, and Flag Luxury 
Properties, the 45-story…skyscraper yields 250 guest rooms and 19 suites spread across 150,000 
square feet, as well as 16 one- and two-bedroom penthouse residences on the upper levels that 
owners and their guests can stay in for up to 120 nights per year…the Midtown, Manhattan project, 
which is alternatively addressed as 25 West 28th Street…is located at the corner of Broadway and 
West 28th Street. …open on the ground floor is Zaytinya, a 140-seat restaurant from Michelin-
starred Chef José Andrés’ ThinkFoodGroup…The eatery features interior design by Rockwell Group 
and a menu created by chef partner Michael Costa and head chef Jose Ayala, offering a mix of 
Turkish, Greek, and Lebanese-inspired cuisine. Andrés is also set to open a second dining option at 
the Ritz-Carlton called Bazaar.…Amenities in the tower include…multiple event spaces spanning 
10,000 square feet with a 3,500-square-foot grand ballroom…On the 43rd floor is Nubeluz, a rooftop 
bar designed by Martin Brudnizki with two outdoor terraces and panoramic views. 
[Editor’s note: The plaza on Broadway, with benches and plantings, is a POPS (privately owned 
public space) open 24/7, according to one of the article photos.]  
 
 
 

 
Foundation Work Underway For 262 Fifth Avenue Supertall In NoMad, 
Manhattan 
August 3, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young and Matt Pruznick 
Foundation work is continuing at 262 Fifth Avenue, the site of a 60-story residential supertall in 
NoMad, Manhattan. Designed by Meganom with SLCE Architects as the executive architect and 
developed by Boris Kuzinez of Five Points Development under the Five Points 262 Project LLC, the 
1,043-foot-tall skyscraper will yield 41 residential units spread across 139,168 square feet, as well 
as 10,850 square feet of retail space on the first two floors. CM & Associates Construction 
Management is the general contractor for the property, which is located at the corner of Fifth 
Avenue and West 29th Street. 262 Fifth Avenue is aiming for completion in summer 2023, as noted 
on the construction board. However, the actual completion date will likely be sometime in 2024. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/518-22/mayor-adams-first-section-east-side-coastal-resiliency-project-completed-asser-levy#/0
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/518-22/mayor-adams-first-section-east-side-coastal-resiliency-project-completed-asser-levy#/0
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/518-22/mayor-adams-first-section-east-side-coastal-resiliency-project-completed-asser-levy#/0
https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/08/ritz-carlton-hotel-opens-to-guests-at-1185-broadway-in-nomad-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/08/foundation-work-underway-for-262-fifth-avenue-supertall-in-nomad-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/08/foundation-work-underway-for-262-fifth-avenue-supertall-in-nomad-manhattan.html
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Rats, Noise And Garbage: NYC Outdoor Dining Challenged In New Lawsuit 
August 1, 2022, patch.com, byMatt Troutman 
A small group of New Yorkers is suing the city to stop the Open Restaurants program…"There's no 
overall planning in terms of how many of these restaurants are being allowed to have dining and 
how is it impacting the community as a whole. There's no planning and then there's no 
enforcement."… a vocal subset of New Yorkers have increasingly grown frustrated by what they 
view as fundamental changes to their neighborhoods. Many have sued to stop the permanent 
program — and scored a small victory when a judge agreed more study should be done on its 
environmental impacts… "Through the open restaurants program, the city has ceded public property 
to restaurants for private commercial use and the consequences fall on the residents and the public 
at large. 
Learn more about the lawsuit, Douglas Armer et al v. City of New York et al, July 29, 2022.  
All documents filed for the lawsuit. 
Related: NYC DOT Open Restaurants plan, incuding timeline for implementation in 2023: 
www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openrestaurants.shtml#map.  
 
 
 
 

New Tenant Amenities At The Empire State Building To Debut In 2023 
July 29, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris  
The Empire State Building has joined the race to attract new commercial tenants who demand an 
amenitized building for the next generation of workers. In an announcement from Empire State 
Realty Trust, current owners of the iconic property, the building’s amenity offering will be expanded 
to include a town hall meeting space for up to 400 people, a basketball court, a lounge, food and bar 
service, and an additional lounge with two golf simulators. 
 
 
 
 

Tourists Are Skipping Manhattan In Favor Of Brooklyn, Study Finds 
July 29, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 
Brooklyn saw big gains in tourism numbers while Manhattan's numbers plunged 14 percent in June, 
a new study found...That's a major takeaway from a new study of New York City's population and 
domestic tourism numbers by Placer.ai, a firm that analyzes foot traffic data. Manhattan's tourism 
numbers in June were down 14 percent compared to the same point in 2019...Brooklyn saw double-
digit increases in foot traffic every month from January to May compared to the same point in 
2019...And what accounted for Brooklyn's popularity? ..."Brooklyn is a much more affordable 
destination than Manhattan..." the study states. "But the increase in domestic tourism to Brooklyn 
can also be attributed to former residents who are now regularly returning to their old haunts to 
shop, eat, or visit friends." But it wasn't all good news for Brooklyn in the study. Brooklyn has fewer 
residents than it did in 2019...By contrast, Manhattan's population appears to have rebounded from 
its "ghost town" days early in the pandemic, the study found. In the first half of 2022, Manhattan's 
population was effectively the same as the level in the same period in 2019, according to the study. 

https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/icky1/rats-noise-and-garbage-nyc-outdoor-dining-challenged-in-new-lawsuit
https://iapps.courts.state.ny.us/nyscef/ViewDocument?docIndex=FAKPUP/4IcDFWNbS9/p/jw==
https://iapps.courts.state.ny.us/nyscef/DocumentList?docketId=tgALbdqQo/QkRVUa05J/2g==&display=all&courtType=New%20York%20County%20Supreme%20Court&resultsPageNum=1
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openrestaurants.shtml#map
https://newyorkyimby.com/2022/07/new-tenant-amenities-at-the-empire-state-building-to-debut-in-2023.html
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/ichqh/tourists-are-skipping-manhattan-in-favor-of-brooklyn-study-finds
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"Foot traffic data confirms that Manhattan's residents have returned home," the study states. Read 
the full study by Placer.ai  placer.ai/blog/manhattan-and-brooklyns-pandemic-recovery.  
 
 

Schools, child care and students 
 

2022–2023 School Year Calendar  
The  2022-23 School Year Calendar lists important dates and provides printable versions of the 
calendar in many languages. For the 2021-22 calendar, visit the 2021-22 School Year Calendar 
page. If your child attends a private, parochial, charter school, NYCEEC Early Childhood Community-
Based Organization or Family Childcare Program, please contact your child’s school for information 
about their calendar. 
 
 

 

 
State supreme court judge tosses city's education budget 
August 5, 2022, ny1.com, by Jillian Jorgensen 
A state supreme court judge on Friday ordered the city’s Department of Education to vacate its $38 
billion budget, ruling that the city did not follow state protocols when it passed it…The order came in 
response to a lawsuit filed by a group of parents and educators who argued that the City Council 
skirted a state education law in passing the budget…That law requires the Panel for Educational 
Policy to hold a hearing and vote on the budget before the City Council’s vote. Instead, the City 
Council held its vote first, with the PEP casting its votes after the fact. While the city issued an 
emergency declaration to circumvent the law, [Judge Lyle] Frank on Friday ruled that the declaration 
was not proper. “What was most in question was whether the Emergency Declaration put forth by 
[Schools Chancellor David Banks] on May 31 was a valid exercise of the Chancellor’s powers. The 
court finds that it was not…The order targets only the DOE's budget, not the full city budget…$100 
billion…The order…will essentially allow for a do-over on the vote. 
 
Editor’s note: Until the City Council passes the DOE budget with another vote, New York City schools 
will be funded at the 2021-2022 levels. The city plans to appeal. 

 
Related: Comptroller’s Fiscal Year-End Analysis Shows City Has Funds to Fully 
Reverse Cuts to School Budgets and Increase Deposits to Rainy Day Fund 
August 1, 2022, Press release 
New York City Comptroller Brad Lander announced today that his office’s FY22 year-end fiscal 
review continues to identify sufficient resources to fully cover school budget cuts, while also 
substantially increasing the City’s Rainy Day Fund to prepare for the possibility of an economic 
downturn…The Comptroller’s office review found that the City will end the year with $800 million in 
tax revenues above what was included in financial plan at the time the City’s budget was adopted. 
These additional revenues were not projected in either the FY22 or FY23 budgets… At the same 
time, the Comptroller’s office updated its estimate of Federal Covid stimulus dollars allocated to the 
New York City Department of Education (DOE). As of June 2022, the DOE has spent $2.33 billion of 
the $3.02 billion in stimulus dollars budgeted. While the DOE can continue to expend through 
September, the Comptroller’s office estimates that $505.6 million remains yet uncommitted, 

https://www.placer.ai/blog/manhattan-and-brooklyns-pandemic-recovery
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/news/2022-2023-school-year-calendar
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/news/2021-2022-school-year-calendar
https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2022/08/05/nyc-education-budget-ruling
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/comptrollers-fiscal-year-end-analysis-shows-city-has-funds-to-fully-reverse-cuts-to-school-budgets-and-increase-deposits-to-rainy-day-fund/
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/comptrollers-fiscal-year-end-analysis-shows-city-has-funds-to-fully-reverse-cuts-to-school-budgets-and-increase-deposits-to-rainy-day-fund/
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enough to fully cover the $469 million Fair Student Funding cut from school budgets for FY23. (DOE 
claims that the amount being cut from individual schools is $215 million, but the Comptroller’s 
analysis of the actual school budgets shows the gap facing principals is more than double that 
figure). In total, the City currently has $4.4 billion remaining in federal Covid stimulus aid for 
education that must be spent by FY25. 
 
 
 
 

NYC plans to end school-based COVID testing program this fall, source says 
August 3, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Alex Zimmerman 
New York City is planning to end its program to administer weekly coronavirus tests to a random 
sample of students...A City Hall spokesperson denied that the city’s plans for the fall have been 
finalized...City officials have not yet shared what COVID safety measures will be in place next 
school year or what the city’s testing strategy might be. Last school year, schools initially sent home 
rapid kits to students and staff when they were exposed to someone in their classroom who tested 
positive, and later sent them home to everyone as a preventive measure. The goal was to identify 
cases when someone wasn’t feeling well, as well as to help clear them to return to buildings 
faster...Gov. Kathy Hochul has indicated the state is planning to make millions of rapid tests 
available to schools this fall...Alison Gendar, a spokesperson for the United Federation of Teachers, 
said the change needed to be negotiated with the union...some experts argued the testing program 
may not be delivering many concrete benefits...There were also questions about the quality of the 
data. Although the program’s goal was to sample a random group of students, that’s not how it 
worked in practice. 
 
 
 
 

Nearly 3K New Child Care Slots Coming To NYC With $17M Push: Hochul 
July 25, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman, 
Half of New York City is considered a "child care desert," but Gov. Kathy Hochul announced...The 
funds are part of a wider push to use roughly $70 million of federal American Rescue Plan Act funds 
to address "child care deserts" — areas without sufficient child care slots — across the state...A 
child care desert map 
nysccf.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b0281149b595404e9d1c26fbef8b973
5  maintained by the state shows large portions of New York City...lack sufficient slots for parents 
and their kids. 
 
 
 

 
Number of NYC homeschooled students has more than doubled since COVID 
pandemic, data shows 
July 31, 2022, nypost.com, by Cayla Bamberger 
More New York City families are foregoing traditional public schools in favor of homeschooling, 
state data analyzed by The Post shows. Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of 
Big Apple homeschool students has more than doubled, to roughly 12,900 kids…The surge in city 

https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2022/8/3/23290957/nyc-end-school-covid-testing-program-pcr
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/icakt/nearly-3k-new-child-care-slots-coming-to-nyc-with-17m-push-hochul
https://nysccf.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b0281149b595404e9d1c26fbef8b9735
https://nysccf.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b0281149b595404e9d1c26fbef8b9735
https://nypost.com/2022/07/31/number-of-nyc-homeschooled-students-has-more-than-doubled-since-covid-pandemic/
https://nypost.com/2022/07/31/number-of-nyc-homeschooled-students-has-more-than-doubled-since-covid-pandemic/
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parents opting to homeschool coincides with a nationwide trend sparked by the pandemic — one 
that has continued even with the return of in-person classes…The spike in homeschooling comes as 
New York City public schools have already lost tens of thousands of students during the pandemic. 
Some of those losses could be due to families moving out of the city, but experts explained why 
parents may also be looking for other schooling options…New York has some of the most stringent 
regulations for homeschooling…A spokesperson for the New York State Education Department said 
those include written notice of intent to homeschool, usually in July — and other reporting 
requirements, like an individual homeschool instruction plan and quarterly reports to make sure 
students are on track. 
 
 
 

With Banks and Adams, NYC school integration advocates see an uphill fight 
July 22, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Christina Veiga 
“I think diversity, when it’s done well, provides a level of enrichment for education that you cannot 
beat,” [David Banks, Schools Chancellor] responded. “But I also think that it is critically important 
that we not lose sight of the fact that we have to increase the quality of all of our schools.”… “I don’t 
want our kids or our families to feel like I’ve got to run away from the school that’s right in my own 
neighborhood because it’s not working well.” 

 
 
School report cards for covid testing 
 
COVID-19 Report Card for PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray. One-hundred and fifty 

positive tests were reported since September 2021 (108 students, 42 staff). No school 
administered testing or positive tests in the last 14 days.  

 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for The River School. One hundred and ninety-two positive tests 

were reported since September 2021 (153 students, 39 staff). No school administered testing or 
positive tests in the past 14 days. 
 
 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for Murray Hill Academy. Sixty-one positive tests since 

September 2021 (43 students, 18 staff). No school administered testing or positive tests in the past 
14 days. 
 
 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for J.H.S 104 Simon Baruch. Three hundred and five positive 

cases since September 2021 (298 students, 7 staff). No school administered testing or positive 
tests in the past 14 days. 
 
 

https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2022/7/22/23274535/chancellor-banks-mayor-adams-school-integration-nyc-gifted-specialized-high-schools
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010116;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010281;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200011432;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010104;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
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Policing & police reform 
 
 

Weekly crime reports  
 

17th precinct 

www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf  
 

13th Precinct 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf 
 
 
 

 
Gov. Hochul says bail reform critics are pushing a ‘political slogan’ 
August 4, 2022, gothamist.com, by Jon Campbell, Samantha Max and Matt Katz 
Gov. Kathy Hochul on Thursday said those who blame a recent rise in crime on changes to the 
state’s cash bail laws in 2019 are pushing a “political slogan” rather than looking for real answers. 
The Democratic governor’s comments came a day after New York City Mayor Eric Adams and top 
NYPD officials held a news conference urging Albany policymakers to give judges more discretion 
to hold defendants on bail before their trial. That would undo a key tenet of the 2019 
reforms…Hochul insisted she and the mayor are more aligned on the issue of crime than the media 
suggests…The battle over the 2019 reforms, which require most defendants to be released without 
bail before trial on most misdemeanor and nonviolent felony charges, has become a major political 
football in New York…Hochul pleaded for patience. The governor has repeatedly suggested that 
prosecutors and judges aren’t using all the levers the current law allows them to hold defendants on 
bail, including if, for example, they are accused of committing repeat crimes involving theft or harm 
to a person or property. She called for more time to analyze a series of newly implemented tweaks 
to the bail laws, which, among other things, have made it easier for judges to hold someone on bail 
for repeated offenses…The mayor said multiple times Wednesday that he's not trying to attack what 
he called "righteous" reforms. But he said a message must be sent to the small number of people 
who are taking advantage of those reforms to repeatedly commit crimes. 
 
 
 
 

 
After Push by Hochul and Adams, an Increase in Court-Ordered Mental 
Health Treatment 
August 6, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth 
According to state data, the number of people placed under court-ordered mental health treatment 
since April, when lawmakers expanded the court's power to make such determinations, has 
increased 60% from the same period a year before…during the four-month period from April through 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf
https://gothamist.com/news/gov-hochul-says-bail-reform-critics-are-pushing-a-political-slogan
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/11506-hochul-adams-kendras-law-mental-health-court-order
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/11506-hochul-adams-kendras-law-mental-health-court-order
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July, 462 people in New York were ordered by a judge to undergo mental health treatment under 
Kendra's Law, a 1999 statute that applies to people deemed a danger to themselves or others…But 
it appears the court's new powers, enacted through the state budget in April, do not actually account 
for the difference. According to the state Office of Mental Health (OMH), which oversees Kendra's 
Law, no orders have been issued under the new statutory language…Kendra's Law…allows courts to 
require outpatient mental health treatment for people deemed dangerous; if a person fails to 
comply they can be evaluated and committed to a psychiatric hospital. To receive an Assisted 
Outpatient Treatment, or AOT, order, a person must have recently been in and out of 
hospitalizations and be demonstrating violent behavior…At [Governor] Hochul's insistence, Kendra's 
Law was amended to allow judges to renew AOT orders within six months when they deem a 
person has a mental illness that "substantially interferes with or limits one or more major life 
activities" – even when they have not exhibited any new violent tendencies…An OMH spokesperson 
noted it was early in implementation of the expanded statute and the agency was in the process of 
educating stakeholders…."OMH has been working to make the infrastructure changes needed to 
implement the amendment," wrote the spokesperson, Mark Genovese, in an email. He said that 
because AOT programs are run at the county level, 62 local governments "needed to adjust their 
practices, educate all local stakeholders including court personnel, county attorneys, Mental 
Hygiene Legal Services, entities who can function as petitioners of AOT, treatment providers, etc."… 
A host of civil rights activists and advocates for people with mental illnesses have criticized the law 
and its expansion as a violation of due process and a distraction from systemic failures to engage 
and aid people with mental health needs under less coercive circumstances. "We don't believe we 
should have to haul people into court in order to get them better services," said Harvey Rosenthal, 
CEO of the New York Association of Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services, an organization of mental 
health service providers…As of August 4, there were 3,418 active AOT orders statewide…According 
to OMH, 1,174 people have had to undergo an evaluation for failing to comply with a court-ordered 
treatment, and 27% of those evaluations – roughly 317 people – resulted in a psychiatric 
commitment…According to the state Office of Mental Health (OMH), a so-called "designated 
petitioner," someone who can seek an AOT for another individual, can include "an adult roommate, 
parent, adult child, or sibling of the possible AOT recipient, a hospital director where the possible 
AOT recipient is receiving inpatient care, the director of a public or charitable organization, a 
treating psychiatrist, licensed psychologist or licensed social worker, a director of community 
services, and probation or parole officers. 
 
 
 

Murray Hill in the news  
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‘Just Think Rome’: The Morgan Library & Museum Opens Garden to the 
Public 
July 23, 2022, nytimes.com, by Victoria M. Walker 
After a $13 million renovation project, the institution, once the private residence and library of the 
financier, J. Pierpont Morgan, has opened its garden oasis to the public. 
 
The Morgan Library was designated a landmark in 1966. Built in 1903-1906, the Library was 
designed by McKim, Mead and White. The Library was built to house J. Pierpont Morgan’s collection 
of rare books. An exhibition, J. Pierpont Morgan's Library: Building the Bookman's Paradise, is 
currently on display through September 18. The Morgan Library, 225 Madison Avenue (between 36th 
& 37th Street), themorgan.org.  
 
 
 
 

SUMMIT One Vanderbilt Welcomes its One Millionth Guest 
Source: Grand Central Partnership email of August 4, 2022 
Last week, SUMMIT One Vanderbilt welcomed its One Millionth guest! To achieve this milestone a 
mere nine months after opening to the public is a sign that tourism is coming back strong in 
Midtown East. The lucky guest at SUMMIT received a $5,000 cash prize, in partnership with TD 
Bank, a private guided tour and a memorable journey in Ascent, the world’s largest external glass 
elevator soaring 1,200 feet above Midtown Manhattan.pic 
 
 
 

Housing, zoning, preservation & affordability 

 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/23/realestate/morgan-library-museum-garden.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/23/realestate/morgan-library-museum-garden.html
http://s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/lpc/lp/0239.pdf
https://www.themorgan.org/
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Update on Use of the Marcel Hotel on East 24th Street 
Source: Community Board 6 August 2022 Newsletter email, August 1, 2022 
The NYC Department of Social Services/Department of Homeless Services (DSS/DHS) has begun 
utilizing The Marcel Hotel at 201 East 24th Street to provide shelter to families with children in need 
of temporary housing, as the agency has seen a recent increase in families with children seeking 
services. The mayor has attributed this increase to a sharp increase in asylum seekers, with 
thousands entering New York City's shelter system. The onsite provider for the site is Acacia 
Network. If you have any questions or concerns, you can reach out to the operator directly at 
marcelhotel@acacianetwork.org or 917-692-7983. Please also CC help@cbsix.org if you write to the 
operator. 
 
 
 
 

News on an Illegal Airbnb in Community District 6 
Source: Community Board 6 August 2022 Newsletter email, August 1, 2022 
The Mayor's Office of Special Enforcement recently announced that they are taking a legal action on 
344 East 51st Street, which allegedly has used the entire building for illegal Airbnbs. You can find a 
press release on the matter here. If you suspect an illegal Airbnb, reach out to our office at 212-319-
3750, help@cbsix.org, or our Get Help form, and we will be in touch with the Mayor's Office of 
Special Enforcement. 
 
 
 
 

Opinion: Putting the lie to YIMBY mantra ‘Build, baby, build!’… Facts show 
unbridled market-rate development spurs gentrification 
August 3, 2022, thevillagesun.com, by Andrew Berman, executive director, Village Preservation. 
Our nation’s politics in the 21st century have been roiled by pervasive misinformation campaigns… 
We see the same dynamic locally around the hot-button issue of housing affordability. Our city 
faces an ever-growing problem of housing prices getting further out of reach for a larger and larger 
segment of the population. One school of thought loosely self-identified as “YIMBY” (“Yes In My 
Backyard,” implying people happy to do their fair share for the greater good, unlike their opponents) 
forcefully espouses the theory that the problem is a constraint in supply. They argue that simply 
removing barriers to increased housing production will bring prices down for everyone, putting more 
good housing within reach for a more socioeconomically and racially diverse group of people, 
especially in increasingly expensive cities. Problem is, time and again, this is shown not to be the 
case — that unfettered market-rate housing production not only doesn’t bring housing prices down, 
but can actually drive it up, and drive out lower-income residents and decrease diversity…This is a 
more than theoretical battle. This YIMBY philosophy drove the Soho/Noho/Chinatown upzoning in 
late 2021, and was a big part of the justification for the plan espoused by its supporters…(The plan 
has not yet produced a single unit of housing, affordable or otherwise, even as three different 
development projects have moved forward within its boundaries.) This dubious theory also 
undergirds not-yet-specified plans by Mayor Adams’s administration to increase market-rate 
housing production in New York City…Of course the answer to the affordability crisis is not to do 
nothing, nor is it simply to prevent any new market-rate housing from being built. But the 
overwhelming evidence shows that just letting more market-rate housing be built not only won’t 

mailto:marcelhotel@acacianetwork.org
mailto:help@cbsix.org
mailto:help@cbsix.org
https://cbsix.org/get-help/
https://thevillagesun.com/opinion-putting-the-lie-to-yimby-mantra-build-baby-build-facts-show-unbridled-market-rate-development-spurs-gentrification
https://thevillagesun.com/opinion-putting-the-lie-to-yimby-mantra-build-baby-build-facts-show-unbridled-market-rate-development-spurs-gentrification
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help the cause of affordability — it may hurt it. Clearly, we need a more targeted and varied 
approach, that actually results in the creation of new affordable housing, while taking steps to 
preserve existing affordable housing — which is disappearing in increasing numbers every day. 
 
  
 
 

 
Public Advocate Releases Plan to 'End Systemic Homelessness' in New York 
City by 2026 
July 31, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Charles Gorrivan 
 
 
 

Third Of NYC Listings Once Belonged To Priced-Out Tenants: Study 
July 26, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 
A third of homes listed in New York likely once belonged to New Yorkers who could no longer pay 
the rent, a new StreetEasy study found…landlords have begun amping up prices in a mass wave — 
with asking rents jumping about 20 percent citywide…44 percent of apartment inventory in 
Manhattan came from tenants leaving no-longer-discounted apartments…rent in Brooklyn and 
Queens now costs 60 percent and 45 percent, respectively, of a New Yorkers' typical monthly 
household income…renters should typically pay 30 percent of their income in rent…StreetEasy 
released its study Tuesday, one day before the Legal Aid Society made its own alarming 
announcement about the growing number of evictions in New York City… Those unprecedented 
rents make New York City the most expensive in the nation, with average rents in Manhattan 
cracking $5,000 for the first time. 
 
The Legal Aid Society. Are you facing eviction in Housing Court or are you facing foreclosure in 
Supreme Court? Are you facing eviction in NYCHA housing, or trying to sue for repairs? Do you need 
help on other housing issues? Are you homeless? You may be eligible for free legal assistance. Get 
help. Other resources can be obtained by calling NYC’s 311. 
 
 
 
 

Rent stabilization: dysfunctional by design (paywall) 

June 29, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Erik Engquist 
System depends on housing emergency—and was crafted to perpetuate it. Landlords and tenants 
finally agree on something: Rent stabilization is broken and needs reform. But they are ignoring a 
larger truth: Price controls for housing haven’t worked, aren’t working and never will work. 
 
 
 
  

As Promised, Busload Of Migrants From Texas Arrives In New York City 
August 5, 2022, shorenewsnetwork.com, by Phil Stilton 

https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/11495-public-advocate-plan-end-homelessness-nyc-2026
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/11495-public-advocate-plan-end-homelessness-nyc-2026
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/iccob/third-of-nyc-listings-once-belonged-to-priced-out-tenants-study
https://streeteasy.com/blog/nyc-renters-face-toughest-market-in-decade-q2-2022-market-reports/
https://legalaidnyc.org/
https://legalaidnyc.org/get-help/housing-problems/
https://legalaidnyc.org/get-help/housing-problems/
https://therealdeal.com/2022/06/29/rent-stabilization-dysfunctional-by-design
https://www.shorenewsnetwork.com/2022/08/05/busload-of-central-american-migrants-from-texas-arrives-in-new-york-city/
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The first promised busload of immigrants who cross the border in Texas illegally has arrived in New 
York City. The bus arrived days after New York City Mayor Eric Adams turned down an invitation by 
Texas Governor Greg Abbot to visit the southern border…Port Authority in New York City will now be 
a destination for immigrants being deported from Texas…As one of the few cities in America with 
right to housing laws, New York City is required to provide emergency shelter for every unhoused 
person. 
 

Related: Adams asks for federal resources after Texas migrant bus arrives 
August 5, 2022, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Shwe   
Abbott said in a statement Friday. “I hope he follows through on his promise of welcoming all 
migrants with open arms so that our overrun and overwhelmed border towns can find relief." In his 
response, Adams said he would do just that…but we are asking for resources to help do so. We 
need Washington, D.C.’s assistance in dealing with the cruel political games being played by inept 
politicians like the governor of Texas.”…The stunt comes during a time when the city’s shelter 
system is struggling to keep up with the growing number of asylum-seekers entering the city’s 
shelter system. Around 4,000 asylum-seekers have entered the city’s shelter system since May, 
according to city officials. 
 
 
 

 
Research shows office values declining up to 28% due to work from home 
July 7, 2022, amny.com, by Kael Goodman 
A new research report titled “Work from Home and the Office Real Estate Apocalypse” [by Arpit 
Gupta, NYU Stern School of Business, Vrinda Mittal, Columbia Business School, and Stijn Van 
Nieuwerburgh, Columbia University Graduate School of Business] looks at the impact of remote 
work on New York City’s commercial office sector. The study examines large shifts in lease 
revenues, office occupancy, lease renewal rates, lease durations, and market rents as firms shifted 
to remote work in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. The biggest takeaway is that these shifts 
have caused office values to decline by as much as 28 percent in New York City, a market that 
accounts for nearly 30 percent of the country’s office stock...To arrive at their findings, the 
researchers revalued New York City commercial office buildings taking into account pandemic-
induced cash flow and discount rate effects. They found a 32 percent decline in office values in 
2020 and 28 percent in the longer-run, the latter representing a $500 billion value destruction...With 
so many office tenants seeking high-quality buildings (those with…open space, air filtration 
systems, and in-house amenities), it’s the lower-quality buildings that are seeing the more dramatic 
swings...All of these market changes have repercussions for local public finances and financial 
sector stability. And with so many companies permanently adopting a hybrid or fully remote culture, 
what does this mean for the future of commercial real estate in the city?...For one, office value 
destruction affects co-located businesses (especially mom-and-pops) and tax-funded 
organizations, revealing the economic vulnerability of central business districts. This lost value also 
transfers to the residential sector, with remote and hybrid work fueling demand for larger homes 
typically found in the suburbs, which is widening the affordability gap in cities...In an interview with 
Marketproof CEO, Kael Goodman, Arpit Gupta explains that one possible outcome is an urban 
planning revolution that would create more dynamic city centers and better affordable housing 
options created from less desirable office stock. 
 
 

https://gothamist.com/news/adams-asks-for-federal-resources-after-texas-migrant-bus-arrives
https://www.amny.com/news/research-shows-office-values-declining-up-to-28-due-to-work-from-home/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4124698
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(opinion) Rethinking Economic Development in the Post-Covid World 

June 30, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Carol Kellermann, president of Citizens Budget Commission 
from 2008 through 2018 & Sherry Glied, Dean of New York University's Robert F. Wagner Graduate 
School of Public Service 
The COVID-19 pandemic has fundamentally altered state economies. States today need new 
approaches to state-led economic development that address these changes. This report discusses 
how existing state policy tools can be adapted, reoriented and improved upon to build a more 
equitable and prosperous society in this new environment, focusing on five key areas: Economic 
Development Policy: Reorient the State’s economic development tools to focus on strategic, data-
driven investments. Workforce Development: Align workforce development investments with 
business needs and future job opportunities. Affordable Communities: Reimagine cities and new 
commuter hubs as affordable, sustainable communities where people can live and work. New 
Business Development: Support business expansion and leverage out universities to drive new R&D 
ecosystems. 21st Century Digital Infrastructure: Lead on digital infrastructure to lay the foundation 
for economic growth in the 21st century.  
Report: Strategies for Building Inclusive and Progressive State Economies in the Post-COVID Era, 
June 16, 2022. 
 
 
 

Redistricting 

 

Take a look at the proposed district lines for Murray Hill/Kips Bay/Turtle Bay 
Proposed Map for Manhattan www1.nyc.gov/assets/districting/downloads/pdf/Manhattan-
Preliminary-Plan-City-Council-District-Map-20220715.pdf.  
Are you satisfied with the way the maps have been drawn? Murray Hill, Kips Bay and Turtle Bay are 
split up into two districts (District 2 and 4). This means they will not be treated as one voting block, 
and their voices will be diluted. The Redistricting Commission has provided a tool so that you can 
submit your own maps and can view other submissions on their website Public Gallery (tap the 
DistrictR link on this page www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/public-meetings-hearings/meetings.page). 
Map ID 136363 (July 28), for example, keeps Murray Hill, Kips Bay and Turtle Bay together. When 
drawing your own maps, population for each district should be approximately 172,882, the borders 
should be “compact,” and ideally should not cross into other boroughs.  
NYC Redistricting 2022 website www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/index.page.  
 
 

Sutton Place Redrawn into Queens Council District under Preliminary 
Redistricting Map 
Source: Community Board 6 August 2022 newsletter email, August 1, 2022 
A preliminary plan for the decennial redrawing of city council districts has been released by the New 
York City Districting Commission. You can find the proposed drawings of City Council districts, 
here. There are several changes in city council district boundaries that affect residents of 
Manhattan Community District 6, the most notable of them being that significant parts of the Sutton 
Place neighborhood would be in Council District 26 (a district that predominantly would be in 
Queens). Public comment on this matter is being accepted via email at 

https://www.gothamgazette.com/130-opinion/11404-rethinking-economic-development-post-covid
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4136503
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/districting/downloads/pdf/Manhattan-Preliminary-Plan-City-Council-District-Map-20220715.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/districting/downloads/pdf/Manhattan-Preliminary-Plan-City-Council-District-Map-20220715.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/public-meetings-hearings/meetings.page
https://districtr.org/edit/136363?event=nyc2022
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/districting/index.page


 
 

41 
 

PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov. There will also be public hearings on the proposed maps on 
August 15, 16, 17, 18, and 22, with more details on the hearings to come…For more information 
about the redrawing of city council districts, this 16-page primer explains this process. 
To suggest a location for the Districting Commission to conduct public outreach, or to invite the 
Commission to attend an event and provide a presentation on the redistricting process, please 
email NYCRedistricting@redistricting.nyc.gov.  
At its next meeting, the CB6 Budget & Governmental Affairs Committee will be discussing the work 
of the Commission as well as its potential impacts on our district. Register to attend the meeting 
virtually at us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1u6aa-bSRMellD3Q6AxEmA. 
 
 
 

Elections, voting & appointments 
 

Meet the candidates for NYC's 12th Congressional District race 
August 2, 2022, gothamist.com, by Brigid Bergin 
No matter who wins the Democratic primary for Manhattan’s 12th Congressional District, New York 
will lose at least one — or possibly two — senior members of its congressional delegation. The 
newly drawn district unites the East and West Sides north of 14th Street for the first time in more 
than 50 years, and leaves out portions of Brooklyn and Queens that were part of the district for a 
generation…Since 1992, Rep. Jerrold Nadler has represented Manhattan’s West Side while Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney, who took office in 1993, has represented the East Side…But these incumbents are 
not the only candidates making a case that they are best positioned to represent Manhattanites. 
Attorney Suraj Patel, 38, who has twice challenged Maloney, is running for a third time…Ashmi 
Sheth, who will be on the ballot but not appearing in the debate, is a first-time candidate. 
 
The debate for the congressional seat took place live on WNYC/Spectrum NY1 on August 2. 
 
  
 

Judge closes party affiliation loophole for August New York primary 
August 4, 2022, ny1.com, by Ryan Whalen Buffalo 
Voters this year were unable to change party affiliation between Feb. 14 and July 1. When state 
Supreme Court Justice Patrick McAllister ordered a second primary take place on Aug. 23 for state 
Senate and congressional seats as part of redistricting litigation…It created, in essence, a loophole 
that would allow voters to switch parties up to and the day of the election… Erie County Republican 
Elections Commissioner Ralph Mohr…said his board noticed the oversight about 3 1/2 weeks ago 
and reported it to the state Board of Elections. He said the situation created concerns not just about 
so-called primary party raiding, but a number of technical issues…On Wednesday, commissioners 
voted to request the judge issue a new order closing the loophole. On Thursday, McAllister did order 
that any change of enrollments received on or after Aug. 12 will not be effective until Aug. 30, a 
week after the primary.ci 
 
 
 

Traffic Mobility Review Board (TMRB) 

mailto:PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/districting/downloads/pdf/20220622-primer-deviation-guide-release.pdf
mailto:NYCRedistricting@redistricting.nyc.gov
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1u6aa-bSRMellD3Q6AxEmA
https://gothamist.com/news/meet-the-candidates-for-nycs-12th-congressional-district-race
https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/politics/2022/08/04/judge-closes-party-affiliation-loophole-for-august-primary
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Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of August 4, 2022 
Mayor Adams nominated John Samuelsen to the Traffic Mobility Review Board (TMRB) last week; 
he is President of the Transport Workers Union of America and a non-voting member of the MTA 
Board. This completes the six-member TMRB after the MTA made its appointments last week: Carl 
Weisbrod, former Chairman of the City Planning Commission and Director of the Dept. of City 
Planning, was named chair of the TMRB. John Banks, former president Emeritus of the Real Estate 
Board of New York. Scott Rechler is chair of the Regional Plan Association and CEO of RXR, a real 
estate developer. Elizabeth Velez is president of a major construction firm. Kathryn Wylde, President 
and CEO of the Partnership for New York City…no one who lives in or around the proposed 
congestion zone was named to the board…The TMRB will make recommendations about the long-
delayed congestion pricing program (known formally as the “Central Business District Tolling 
Program”) 
 
 
 

 
City Council votes to approve three new City Planning Commission 
appointments 
August 1, 2022, citylandnyc.org, by Cassidy Strong, a CityLaw intern and a New York Law School 
student, Class of 2024. 
On July 14, 2022, the City Council approved three new appointments for the City Planning 
Commission during their Stated meeting. Mayor Eric Adams announced his nominees, David Gold 
and Rasmia Kirmani-Frye, on June 15…Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso then 
announced the nomination of Juan Camilo Osorio on June 30…Each nominee’s testimony 
highlighted how their personal experiences will influence their work at City Planning. Gold, for 
example, grew up in a low-income household on Staten Island…When asked about home ownership 
by Council Member Selvena Brooks-Powers, Kirmani-Frye shared that at 49, she is a lifelong renter. 
Kirmani-Frye noted that her biggest obstacle, which is also that of many New Yorkers, is saving for a 
down payment. Osorio, based on his background in climate change mitigation, suggested that the 
tools already in place to study heat vulnerability and other climate impacts could similarly be used 
to monitor the impact of planning actions. Throughout their entire testimony, each nominee 
emphasized the importance of asking individual communities what their needs and wants are in 
order to create equity in planning…Each incoming Commissioner will serve for a five year term, with 
terms beginning in the near future. 
 
 
 

Budget, finances & taxes 
 
 

NYC Pension Funds Announce Preliminary Net Investment Returns for Fiscal 
Year 2022 
July 29, 2022, Press release 
Detailed data on the audited pension returns, including asset class returns along with relevant 
benchmarks, will be included in Quarterly Performance reports in September. Despite losses 

https://www.citylandnyc.org/city-council-votes-to-approve-three-new-city-planning-appointments/
https://www.citylandnyc.org/city-council-votes-to-approve-three-new-city-planning-appointments/
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/nyc-pension-funds-announce-preliminary-net-investment-returns-for-fiscal-year-2022/
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/nyc-pension-funds-announce-preliminary-net-investment-returns-for-fiscal-year-2022/
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incurred in Fiscal Year 2022, the pension funds remain well-funded relative to their obligations. 
Total assets under management as of June 30, 2022 are approximately $240 billion. 
 
 
 

Government, executive orders, legislation, 
rules, policies (including pending) 
 

NYC sanitation department looks at trash collection policy to curb rat, traffic 
issues 
July 29, 2022, abcnews.go.com, by Aaron Katersky 
The department says it's "strongly considering" requiring individual black trash bags to be placed 
outside after 8 p.m. The city will pick the bags up during overnight hours to minimize time on the 
street…Carve-outs under consideration would apply to most commercial and residential buildings. 
 
Residential building owners would be permitted to put their trash out at 6 p.m., to conform to 
daytime maintenance staffing, as long as they place the trash in a bin with a secure lid…Businesses 
would be permitted to put their trash out in the hour before closing for the day, to minimize staffing 
disruption, as long as the trash is also in bins with secure lids… For their part, the sanitation 
department will shift to picking up more trash in the midnight to 8 a.m. shift, prioritizing the single 
bags. That will also help get the sanitation vehicles off the roads earlier, easing street traffic during 
the morning commute. 
 
 
 

Rats! City Council bill targets NYC construction sites to slow the surge of 
rodents 
May 26, 2022, nydailynews.com, by Tim Balk 
[NYC Council Member Erik] Bottcher [District 3], a Democrat who lives in Manhattan’s rat-packed 
Chelsea neighborhood, introduced a bill on Thursday requiring that applicants for some 
construction permits confirm that they have employed a pest management professional for their 
projects. The bill, which is co-sponsored by Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine, comes amid 
a sharp rise in reported rat encounters. Construction sites are known to send rats scurrying into the 
open...The bill joins a raft of anti-rat efforts at City Hall. 
 

Related: Rat mitigation efforts 
Source: NYC Council Member Gale Brewer's Updates email of June 30, 2022 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) are caught up on the backlog of rat complaints 
and compliance issues. They are now working on “rat indexing” which entails an inspection of every 
tax lot in a community district, encompassing rat activity, garbage maintenance and sufficiency to 
feed rats, and “harboring” conditions such as clutter, construction debris, and overgrowth. DOHMH 
urges extreme vigilance from every property owner regarding garbage management; keeping things 
neat and clean is one key to long-term rat reduction. 
 
 

https://abcnews.go.com/US/nyc-sanitation-department-trash-collection-policy-curb-rats/story?id=87626137
https://abcnews.go.com/US/nyc-sanitation-department-trash-collection-policy-curb-rats/story?id=87626137
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-nyc-city-council-targets-rats-construction-sites-20220526-zck4zwv2pzhyhpxettxbomtuci-story.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-nyc-city-council-targets-rats-construction-sites-20220526-zck4zwv2pzhyhpxettxbomtuci-story.html
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City Announces Major Investments in Film and Television Industry, Including 
Hiring of Kwame Amoaku as new Deputy Commissioner of the Film Office 
Source: The Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment - August 2022 Newsletter, August 5, 2022 
On July 21, the Adams administration announced three key components of its economic recovery 
blueprint that will drive inclusive growth in the film and television sector, invest in New York's 
creative economy, and ensure the industry recovers beyond pre-COVID-19 pandemic levels. These 
components include the introduction of the Film and Television Production Industry Council, 
created to advise the City's production policies and programs; the appointment of Kwame Amoaku 
as Deputy Commissioner for the Film Office at the Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment 
(MOME), to serve as principal advisor on production policy; and the signing of Executive Order 21, 
highlighting the Adams administration’s support of the television and film industry. 

Related: ‘Made in NY’ Productions Nominated for 106 Primetime Emmys 
Source: The Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment - August 2022 Newsletter, August 5, 2022 
On July 12, MOME congratulated the NYC productions that were nominated for 2022 Primetime 
Emmy Awards. In total, 23 local productions were nominated for 106 awards, with The Marvelous 
Ms. Maisel (12), Only Murders in the Building (17) and Succession (25) leading the way. The 74th 
annual Primetime Emmy Award winners will be announced on Monday, September 12, 8pm ET. See 
the full list of the 2022 Primetime Emmy Awards nominees on the Emmy website. 
 
 

 
 
August 12  Comment-by and hearing date 

NYC Rules hearings and comment periods: Emergency Food Assistance 
Program 
The New York City Human Resources Administration (HRA) proposes to repeal the existing rule 
entitled “Distribution of Food and Administrative Funds to Emergency Food Providers” and replace it 
with a new rule entitled “Emergency Food Assistance Program.” The new rule will provide HRA 
greater flexibility in allocating food and administrative funds to emergency food providers, thereby 
enabling HRA to respond effectively to community food needs as they arise. Learn more 
 
 
 
 

No Cost Abortion Pills Must Be Available At NYC Health Clinics: Bill 
July 15, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 
City Council members...voted 41-7 on the bill requiring all health department clinics to provide FDA-
approved abortion pills...Carlina Rivera, the bill's prime sponsor and a congressional candidate, also 
shepherded a bill to fight back against fake abortion clinics in the city. "These bills help eliminate 
obstacles to abortion care like cost and misinformation," she tweeted...The bills await Mayor Eric 
Adams' signature for final approval. 
 
 
 

Statement from Governor Hochul on passage of CHIPS and Science Act 

https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/021-002/executive-order-21
https://www.emmys.com/awards/nominees-winners
https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/emergency-food-assistance-program/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/ibuvj/no-cost-abortion-pills-must-be-available-at-nyc-health-clinics-bill
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/statement-governor-kathy-hochul-passage-chips-and-science-act
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July 28, 2022, press release 
"The passage of the federal CHIPS and Science Act will create a stronger, brighter economic future 
for New York. Thanks to Senators Schumer and Gillibrand and members of the New York 
congressional delegation, this bill will help position the United States as a global leader in producing 
the chips that power our phones, cars, and computers….I look forward to President Biden's 
signature on this historic legislation.  
"Here in New York, the CHIPS and Science Act will also bring record investment and countless jobs 
to industrial areas, which is why we're working just as hard at the state-level to cement our status as 
a leader in chip production. New York's Green CHIPS bill, which passed overwhelmingly in the 
legislature with bipartisan support, will grow the state's semiconductor industry responsibly and 
sustainably with major investments in workforce and community development. The combination of 
the state and federal CHIPS bills - in addition to our diverse talent pool, rich local resources, and 
ongoing investments - will help New York create 21st century jobs and technologies and become a 
global capital for chip manufacturing." 
 
 
 
 

On 32nd Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, Governor Hochul 
Signs Legislative Package to Uphold and Strengthen Rights of People with 
Disabilities 
July 26, 2022, Press release 
Governor Kathy Hochul today signed a legislative package that further upholds and strengthens the 
rights of New Yorkers with disabilities. This legislative package encourages autonomy in decision 
making through a Supported Decision-Making Agreement and seeks to educate the public about the 
myriad ways people with intellectual and developmental disabilities contribute meaningfully to their 
communities and reduce harmful stigma and stereotyping. Governor Hochul also issued a 
proclamation today commemorating the 32nd Anniversary of the Americans With Disabilities Act. 
Legislation (S.7107-B/A.8586-B) Relates to Supported Decision-Making by People with Intellectual, 
Developmental, Cognitive and Psychosocial Disabilities 
Legislation (S.6300-C/A.7356-C) Establishes a Public Awareness Campaign to Combat the Stigma 
and Stereotyping of Individuals with Developmental Disabilities 
Legislation (S.6789-A/A.7882-A) Replaces Certain Instances of Term "Mentally Retarded" or 
Variations of Such Term with Term "Developmentally Disabled" or Variations of Such Term 
Legislation (S.6195-B/A.7443-C) Replaces Certain References to "Mentally Retarded" or "Mentally 
Ill" Persons with Term "Individuals with a Developmental Disability" 
Legislation (A.7652/S.9335) Eliminates State Residency Requirement for Designated Beneficiaries 
in the New York ABLE Program  
 
 
 

Combatting Workplace Harassment  
Rep. Carolyn Maloney introduced two bills to combat workplace harassment. First, the No Tax 
Deductions for Workplace Harasser Buyouts Act would prohibit companies from using buyouts paid 
to perpetrators of workplace harassment as a tax deduction. The second bill, the Ending Secrecy 
About Workplace Harassment Act would require companies to submit an annual report that 
specifies the total number of settlements with employees involving workplace harassment. 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/32nd-anniversary-americans-disabilities-act-governor-hochul-signs-legislative-package-uphold
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/32nd-anniversary-americans-disabilities-act-governor-hochul-signs-legislative-package-uphold
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/32nd-anniversary-americans-disabilities-act-governor-hochul-signs-legislative-package-uphold
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Ruling could dampen government efforts to rein in Big Tech 
July 3, 2022, apnews.com, by Matt O'Brien 
The Supreme Court’s latest climate change ruling could dampen efforts by federal agencies to rein 
in the tech industry, which went largely unregulated for decades as the government tried to catch up 
to changes wrought by the internet. In the 6-3 decision that was narrowly tailored to the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the court ruled Thursday that the EPA does not have broad 
authority to reduce power plant emissions that contribute to global warming.  The precedent is 
widely expected to invite challenges of other rules set by government agencies...The Federal Trade 
Commission, in particular, has been pursuing an aggressive agenda in consumer protection, data 
privacy and tech industry competition...Empowered by Congress in the 1970s to tackle “unfair or 
deceptive” business practices, the FTC has been in the vanguard of Biden’s government-wide 
mandate to promote competition in some industries, including Big Tech, health care and 
agriculture...Under Chair Lina Khan, the FTC also has widened the door to more actively writing new 
regulations in what critics say is a broader interpretation of the agency’s legal authority...Michael 
Brooks, chief counsel for the nonprofit Center for Auto Safety, said the ruling isn’t likely to change 
the government’s ability to regulate auto safety or self-driving vehicles, although it does open the 
door to court challenges. For instance, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has clear 
authority to regulate auto safety from a 1966 motor vehicle safety law, Brooks said. Unlike the EPA, 
an agency with authority granted by multiple, complex laws, NHTSA’s “authority is just so crystal 
clear,” Brooks said. 
 
 
 
 

Disinformation Has Become Another Untouchable Problem in Washington 
July 6, 2022, nytimes.com, by Steven Lee Myers and Eileen Sullivan 
Numerous federal agencies agree that widely promoted falsehoods threaten the nation’s security. 
Doing something about them is another matter…WASHINGTON — The memo that reached the top 
of the Department of Homeland Security in September could not have been clearer about its plan to 
create a board to monitor national security threats caused by the spread of dangerous 
disinformation. The department, it said, “should not attempt to be an all-purpose arbiter of truth in 
the public arena.” Yet when Secretary Alejandro N. Mayorkas announced the disinformation board in 
April, Republican lawmakers and conservative commentators denounced it as exactly that, calling it 
an Orwellian attempt to stifle dissenting views...Three rights organizations...welcomed the 
department’s recognition of the scale of the problem but cited the department’s “history of flouting 
the Constitution in flagrant ways” as reason enough to be wary...“In the wrong hands, such a board 
would be a potent tool for government censorship and retaliation”...The damage was done, forcing 
Mr. Mayorkas to reverse course. He put the board’s work on hold, pending a review from the 
department’s advisory council that is expected to be completed by Aug. 1...Legislation like the 
Honest Ads Act, which would regulate political advertising online the way it is on television or radio, 
has been stalled for years. The United States has failed to act on privacy or other matters to rein in 
the power of social media giants...According to internal Homeland Security Department documents 
that established the board, they include crises ripped from today’s headlines: Misinformation that 
undercuts public health emergencies. Human traffickers who sow falsehoods to steer immigrants 

https://apnews.com/article/climate-us-supreme-court-technology-congress-646bd680379eaf9399b0210f971fd467
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/06/business/disinformation-board-dc.html
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on dangerous journeys across the southern border. Conspiracy theories that beget violence against 
state and local election workers...The Department of Homeland Security added the threat of false 
information to its periodic national terrorism advisory bulletins for the first time in February. “The 
United States remains in a heightened threat environment fueled by several factors, including an 
online environment filled with false or misleading narratives and conspiracy theories,” the warning 
said...Foreign and domestic actors, the bulletin added, “seek to exacerbate societal friction to sow 
discord and undermine public trust in government institutions to encourage unrest, which could 
potentially inspire acts of violence.” 
 
 
 

Stories we are following 
 

These Companies Know When You're Pregnant—And They're Not Keeping It 
Secret 
July 30, 2022, gizmodo.com, by Shoshana Wodinsky and Kyle Barr 
Gizmodo identified 32 brokers selling data on 2.9 billion profiles of U.S. residents pegged as 
"actively pregnant" or "shopping for maternity products."… any person seeking reproductive care in 
the U.S. right now is leaving behind a “massive digital footprint” that they might not always be 
considering. In the past, for example, we’ve seen at least one case of a woman’s Google Search 
queries being used to prosecute her in her stillborn baby’s death…This is purely speculative, but 
there’s clearly precedent in this industry for selling [data] to law enforcement. 
 
 
 
 

Developers all-in on Manhattan casino push - Hudson Yards, Times Square 
among sites being eyed (paywall) 

July 25, 2022, therealdeal.com, by TRD Staff 
Developers are putting their cards on the table in an effort to win the right to build a casino in New 
York City. A handful of developers and gaming operators are mobilizing to bid for a license to 
operate in the city, the New York Post reported. The state’s gaming commission can award up to 
three licenses downstate and Mayor Eric Adams has expressed a desire for at least two to be in the 
city. In Manhattan, Related Companies is eyeing a venue near its Hudson Yards megadevelopment 
on the Far West Side. Representatives from the company have already met with City Hall officials to 
discuss a proposal for the area. Vornado and SL Green are also targeting Manhattan — specifically, 
Times Square. All three of those developers are looking to partner with casino companies, including 
Hard Rock, Sands and Wynn...Still, it could be an uphill battle to bring a casino to anywhere in the 
city. Significant political and community approvals would be needed, a possibility some politicians 
are already rallying against. “I strongly oppose a Manhattan casino in concept,” state Sen. Brad 
Hoylman told the Post. “I don’t know one constituent who wants a casino.” 
 
 

 
 

Amazon to buy One Medical for $3.9 billion as it expands healthcare footprint 

https://gizmodo.com/data-brokers-selling-pregnancy-roe-v-wade-abortion-1849148426
https://gizmodo.com/data-brokers-selling-pregnancy-roe-v-wade-abortion-1849148426
https://therealdeal.com/2022/07/25/developers-all-in-on-manhattan-casino-push/
https://therealdeal.com/2022/07/25/developers-all-in-on-manhattan-casino-push/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/07/21/tech/amazon-one-medical/index.html
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July 22, 2022, cnn.com, by Catherine Thorbecke 
Amazon (AMZN)...said it has entered an agreement to acquire primary healthcare company One 
Medical in an all-cash deal valued at approximately $3.9 billion. One Medical is a membership-
based primary care service that promises customers "24/7 access to virtual care." The company 
operates in a dozen major US markets, according to its website, and works with over 8,000 
companies to offer One Medical health benefits to their employees...The acquisition is just the 
latest example of the tech giant expanding its footprint in the healthcare industry. Amazon acquired 
PillPack, an online pharmacy, in 2018 and later launched its own digital pharmacy in the United 
States...Amazon in recent years has broadened its empire from online retail to entertainment, 
groceries and more, increasing its vast reach into the lives of consumers in the process. The One 
Medical acquisition would be one of the largest in Amazon's history…Amazon agreed to buy grocery 
chain Whole Foods in 2017 for $13.7 billion and earlier this year closed an $8.5 billion deal to buy 
iconic Hollywood movie studio MGM...With the One Medical deal, Amazon would gain access to 
physical health clinics and "payer and hospital system relationships"...The deal remains subject to 
approval from One Medical's shareholders and regulators...officials at the FTC, the Justice 
Department and in Congress have sounded a tougher note on large tech platforms and vowed to 
get more creative — and aggressive — about enforcing competition law. Some US lawmakers are 
urgently pushing to pass a bill that could erect new barriers between tech giants' various lines of 
business, preventing them from using their massive scale in multiple verticals as a kind of force 
multiplier that critics say harms competition...Shortly after the deal was announced, some tech 
industry critics also raised concerns about the health data to which the company could gain access. 
 
 
 

Report: Life Sciences in the NYC Metro: Exploring one of the fastest growing 
innovation sectors inside the nation’s largest metropolitan economy 
The Department of City Planning (DCP) and the New York City Economic Development Corporation 
(NYCEDC), together with regional leaders, have released a report showing that the NYC Metro area 
is leading the nation on jobs and funding in the life sciences industry. The report compares the NYC 
Metro region to other metro areas and shows the full scale and strength of the region’s life sciences 
ecosystem. 
 
 
 

Useful COVID-19 information 
 
New York State and NYC Most of the covid restrictions have been lifted. For information about 
specific NY agencies, check with the agency’s website. Federal guidelines are still in effect. Learn 
more at the links below.  

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergency-
preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines  

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/planning-level/region/nyc-metro-life-sciences.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/planning-level/region/nyc-metro-life-sciences.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
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U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Guidance for U.S. Citizens 
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html  

Federal resources for small businesses that are impacted by covid covid-sb.org.  

New York State Department of Health health.ny.gov (several pages on Covid topics) 

New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-
19-main.page  

New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses) 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.  

The NYC Citywide Information Portal with resource guides for businesses and individuals, 
including COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers  
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov. 
 
 
 

Vaccinations 

Vaccines are now readily available and are free. The NYC Vaccine Finder tells you everywhere in 
NYC that vaccinations are available and the type of vaccination offered  vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  
 

Vaccination data can be found on www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page.  

 
 

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Sites run by New York State are free  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there 
will be charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-
testing.page, call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.  

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary; wait times are 

unpredictable. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results quickly. 
Test results usually come back in 1-2 days. 
 
 

 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html
https://covid-sb.org/
https://health.ny.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
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The MHNA Discount Program 

 
 
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts 
at the links below. 
 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

 

General Discounts 
 
 

 

Our government representatives 
 
When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 
 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Member Erik Bottcher, Council District 3:  council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,  
District3@council.nyc.gov. 
 
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-
0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Member Julie Menin, Council District 5: council.nyc.gov/julie-menin, 212-788-6865, 
District5@council.nyc.gov.  

NYC Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams (speaker) SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov, 718-206-
2068 council.nyc.gov/district-28.  
 
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine: manhattanbp.nyc.gov,  212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:District3@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
https://council.nyc.gov/julie-menin
mailto:District5@council.nyc.gov
mailto:SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov
https://council.nyc.gov/district-28
mailto:manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
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Mayor Eric Adams: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page. 

Dan Garodnick, Director, Department of City Planning, 120 Broadway, 31st Floor, New York, NY 
10271, Tel. 212-720-3480, Fax. 212-720-3488, Email via website at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-
N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 

 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar 
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Kathy Hochul, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  
 
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 
 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press 
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releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions.  

 
 

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2022.  
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