Information that may be of interest…
July 11, 2022
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.
Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column.

July is…
Disability Pride Month and this year marks the 32nd anniversary of the Americans with
Disabilities Act! We honor the diversity and uniqueness of each person in the disability community.
July 13 3 - 4:15pm

(virtual discussions) Universal Design: How "Inclusive Architecture" Benefits
Businesses & People
(free) Presented by the New York Public Library Business Center. When was the last time you rolled
a grocery cart down a curb cut? Or you had your hands full and used the blue button with a
wheelchair icon to open the doors since you couldn’t push or pull? “Inclusive Architecture” aka
Universal Design goes beyond the world of disability to benefit us all. More importantly, it truly helps
businesses—regardless of size—create a better environment for both employees and customers.
One in four American adults live with a disability…but for some reason, the benefits of Universal
Design is still largely misunderstood and rarely applied. Speaker Gustavo Serafini, host of the
Enabled Disabled Podcast, will discuss how Universal Design works for you and your small
business. This program will change forever–and for the better–the way you look at buildings, public
spaces, and, yes, restrooms too. This session is the first of a four-part series called BIZABILITY:
How Creatives, Entrepreneurs, and Non-profits Are Changing the Way We Understand Human
Potential, to commemorate Disability Pride Month at the Business Library. Learn more and register
at nypl.org/bizability.
July 18 12 - 1:15pm How Diversity Actualizes Potential: The Omnium Circus Approach
July 20 3 - 4:15pm The Nuance of Disability: “Because of,” NOT “In Spite Of”
July 28 12 - 1:15pm ET: Millions Lost: The Unrealized Potential of Entrepreneurship and Disability
1

July 17 11am – 4pm

Disability Unite Festival 2022!
Come together with friends and family virtually on this website, or in-person at the Central Park
Naumburg Bandshell in New York City to celebrate community, and commemorate the 32nd
anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Learn more and sign up at
disabilityunite.org. For virtual participants, the Disability Unite Festival will be livestreamed and
continue to be offered on this website with all access accommodations for those unable to travel or
not located in NYC.

National Ice Cream month!

Participate in Plastic-Free July!
Choose to refuse single-use plastics!
plasticfreejuly.org

Support local!
Restaurant Week bookings are open
See the participating restaurants in Murray Hill, Kips Bay, Flatiron:
nycgo.com/restaurant-week/?neighborhood=flatiron-district,kips-bay,murray-hill&page=1. Docks,
Fine & Rare, Rossini’s, Villa Berulia, Wagamama, Zuma, Benjamin Prime, 2nd Avenue Deli, and
more…make your reservations now!

Villa Berulia Restaurant is participating in NYC Restaurant Week!
Starting July 18 through August 21.
3-course lunch for $30
3-course dinner for $45
Villa Berulia, 107 East 34th Street, 212-689-1970, villaberulia.com.

Think Before You Tap That Handy App
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Did you know that our local restaurants pay a sizable commission to delivery apps like Grub Hub,
Seamless and Uber Eats? Those commissions can reach as high as 25%, wiping out any profit a
restaurant makes. We polled a few of the most popular eateries in Murray Hill. One of them gets
70% of its orders from Grub Hub. The owner of another told MHNA that the 25% commission he
pays is killing his business despite his valiant attempt to keep afloat.
So, we urge you to think before you tap that handy app. Just dial the restaurant directly to place your
order. It will make a big difference in keeping our beloved local restaurants alive and thriving.

Transportation & traffic advisories, road &
sidewalk management
Please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org Traffic Change Updates section to see the work notices for
public projects in the neighborhood: the 2nd Avenue (and surrounding areas) infrastructure
replacement project, Pershing Square East, street closure notices, and more.

Alternate Side Parking (ASP) Update
As of July 5 alternate side parking regulations for street cleaning were restored to pre-pandemic
frequency as posted on the signage throughout the City.
You can look up the ASP rules on street cleaning signs on specific streets by using the Parking Sign
Locator map.
Need more information? Learn more about ASP on the City's 311 information page.

New York City’s speed cameras will begin operating 24/7 on Monday, August
1. The city’s 2,000 automated speed cameras were previously authorized by the state to operate
only on weekdays, between 6am – 10pm, and thus missed 59% of traffic fatalities that occurred in
the downtime.
Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of July 7, 2022
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Comptroller Audit Finds EDC Underreported the Costs of NYC Ferry System
by $224 Million from 2015 to 2021
July 6, 2022, Press Release
Comptroller Lander calls for increased fiscal transparency, recouping overpayments, and a new RFP
to operate the ferry system…The total City subsidy-per-ride is nearly double the original estimate of
$6.60 and has been consistently underreported…The audit’s many findings collectively indicate poor
oversight and a failure to hold the operator, Hornblower, accountable to the fiscal terms and
conditions of their contract…EDC [Economic Development Corporation] accepted some of the
recommendations for providing enhanced transparency and agreed to issue a new RFP for the
system operator. However, they refused to include a full accounting of the Ferry system in its
audited financial statements, or to seek recoupment of approximately $12 million in overpayments
to Hornblower.

Audit Report on the New York City Economic Development Corporation’s
Administration of the NYC Ferry Operation, July 6, 2022.

(opinion) MTA says it is “fully committed to congestion pricing” after Hochul
signals it may be delayed—What Would Henry George Say?
June 8, 2022, hgsss.org, by Dr. Marty Rowland (based on reporting by CBS New York Team)
CBS News article on the debate for Democratic candidates for Governor: MTA says it is "fully
committed to congestion pricing" after Hochul signals it may be delayed
June 8, 2022, cbsnews.com, by CBS New York Team
"Ms. Hochul, congestion pricing, should it happen now or later?" [CBS2's Maurice] Dubois asked.
"I support congestion pricing, but we've been in negotiations with the federal government that has
the say on the next step and they have now put some other, I'll call them other hurdles in the way
that we have to overcome," Hochul said.
[Jumaane] Williams said, "We should do it now."
"It should be postponed for at least a year. I support congestion pricing, but not now in the middle
of this financial crisis," [Tom] Suozzi said.

What would Henry George say? What the MTA is saying is that we need capital funding and
because congestion pricing will do the trick, we need it now. That the “Agency” needs to upgrade its
infrastructure is something most New Yorkers can agree on, but we must ask if congestion pricing
is the best way to pay for it. As Henry George made the case more than a century ago, and
confirmed by an array of empirical studies, there is a strong nexus between infrastructure spending,
in the form of accessible subways, new subway lines, clean buses….etc.. and rising property values.
This makes land value taxation the primary revenue source to consider for addressing MTA’s
capital investment needs. Henry George School of Social Science, 149 East 38th Street, 212-8898020, info@hgsss.org, hgsss.org.
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About the Henry George School of Social Science: The Henry George School was founded in 1932
as part of a reform movement that sought to establish fundamental economic justice and
sustainable prosperity for all. The movement’s primary goal was to bring about the land value tax or
single tax advocated by George in his classic work, Progress and Poverty. This book, spurred by an
even earlier period of economic and social upheaval, remains the all-time bestselling book on
political economy.
[Editor's note: Mass transit benefits everyone along the mass transit routes. Why target only one
area that has congestion (Manhattan south of 60th Street), when congestion is experienced all over
the tri-state region?]

Penn Station redevelopment update
Whoa. Slow down, Gov
The New York Landmarks Conservancy email, July 5, 2022
While most of us were preparing for the holiday weekend last Thursday, the State Economic
Development Corporation (ESD) took another step toward full approval of the State’s plan to level
blocks of Midtown around Penn Station for giant glass towers.
The ESD approved the Federal Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) it prepared on the project in
a 6-0 vote with no public testimony. ESD is expected to give final approval later this month despite a
slew of unanswered questions about financing and what improvements will be made to the Station.
The New York Post Editorial Board had a message for Governor Hochul this morning: “Whoa. Slow
down, Gov.” While acknowledging the need to overhaul Penn Station, the editorial said “Alas, what
they’ve presented so far is cause to worry.”
The Post is hardly alone in its concerns. The Citizens Budget Commission, New York City’s
Independent Budget Office, architecture critics Michael Kimmelman, Paul Goldberger and Justin
Davidson, former Port Authority Executive Director Chris Ward, and several other groups question
counting on future revenue from giant office buildings, and question what the public actually would
get from the $7 billion price tag for the Station makeover.

5

When Governor Cuomo, and then Governor Hochul, addressed the plan, it was easy to assume that
the plan, and Station improvements, were integrated. Now it is clear that the proposal is simply a
massive real estate deal.
“Project financing is not part of the EIS scope,” the FEIS states. “ESD has no authority to authorize
Penn Station expansion.” Instead, even if no improvements are made to the Station, “… the proposed
Project would transform a significant portion of the Project Area from economically stagnant
substandard conditions into a vibrant, transit-oriented mixed use neighborhood...”
The State has some nerve declaring the blocks it seeks to destroy “economically stagnant and
substandard.” They are filled with homes, businesses, jobs and historic buildings. Yet the FEIS
found “no adverse effects” from demolishing them. Yes, a beautiful, 1872 historic church that
provides social service programs, and nearby community facilities, will be lost, but there are
“comparable facilities in the project area.” Yes, people would be forced to move, but it would result
in a “richer population.” If Federal agencies found that any buildings needed to be saved as a
condition of federal funding. “ESD would conform.” They just can’t imagine saving any in the first
place.
The Conservancy opposes the State’s promotion of eminent domain and urban renewal, and its endrun around City zoning and land use procedures, We also question the near total silence of elected
City officials. State Senators Liz Krueger, Brad Hoylman, and Leroy Comrie are asking questions and
letting the public have an outlet for its concerns. It was a big deal when a past Charter Revision
Commission gave the City Council land use power. Why are they letting themselves be bypassed
without a peep?
We agree with the Post editorial. There are so many unanswered questions, the State should pause
and answer them. Chris Ward may have asked the most basic question: “And, finally, is this the City
we will want to live in?”
Peg Breen, President
The New York Landmarks Conservancy
info@nylandmarks.org

Related: (opinion) Penn Station badly needs a redo but the Cuomo-Hochul
plan doesn’t cut it
July 4, 2022, nypost.com, by Post Editorial Board
If you agree with the New York Landmarks Conservancy’s position, their president, Peg Breen is
asking people in their July 7, 2022 email to: Call the Governor’s office at 518-474-7516 and say:
“Stop the vote on Penn Station. Answer all the questions about the project. The public deserves
answers.”

Hearing on Penn Station Redevelopment Plans
State Senator Liz Krueger’s Community Updates email of July 8, 2022
On June 24th, the Senate held a joint committee hearing on the Penn Station Redevelopment Plans
The video and written testimony from the hearing are available online at
nysenate.gov/calendar/public-hearings/june-24-2022/joint-public-hearing-receive-update-pennstation. As the Chair of the Senate Finance Committee, I have long been concerned about ensuring
that there is transparency around the financing of this project, which relies in part on proceeds
generated by a development plan for the area. I came out of the hearing with a great deal more
information, but still many unanswered questions on the financing of the project, as well as about
the overall design and how planning is being coordinated between the various entities involved in
different aspects of the project. The General Project Plan for the area is expected to be released
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shortly, and Empire State Development will be voting on it towards the end of the month. I will share
links to the Plan and how to provide comments on it as soon as that information is available.

Hotel Pennsylvania. Photo by Michael Young

Related: Say

your last good-byes to the the 102-year-old McKim, Mead &
White-designed Hotel Pennsylvania
Demolition Ramps Up For PENN15 Supertall At 15 Penn Plaza In Midtown, Manhattan
June 7, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young
[S]caffolding and construction netting has begun to enshroud the 102-year-old McKim, Mead &
White-designed hotel, obscuring portions of its brick and stone façade. We could likely see the
entire structure covered by the summer, with the bulk of demolition proceeding in 2023.

Governor Hochul and Governor Murphy Sign Gateway Program's Phase One
MOU for the Portal North Bridge & Hudson Tunnel Projects
July 5, 2022, Press Release
Governor Kathy Hochul and Governor Phil Murphy today signed the Phase One Memorandum of
Understanding required by the Gateway Development Commission Act along with Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey Executive Director Rick Cotton. The MOU outlines sources, uses, and
timing of funding on behalf of New Jersey and New York for Phase One Gateway Projects: Portal
North Bridge and the Hudson Tunnel Project. Signing this MOU advances the Gateway Program to
its next phase, which will detail the parties' responsibilities with respect to delivery of the Hudson
Tunnel Project and move forward in the federal project review. Phase One of the Gateway Program
is funded by a combination of federal and local sources. On behalf of the states, PANYNJ's total
commitment for Phase One is $2.7 billion. For Portal North Bridge, federal funding sources total
approximately 60% of the total cost, leaving the States' PNB Commitment of $772.4 million to be
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split by New Jersey and New York at $386.2 million per state. For the rest of the Hudson Tunnel
Project, the States will similarly split the local share 50-50. The States intend to work with their
partners and federal entities to aggressively pursue greater federal sources of funding for the
Gateway Program through the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.

Ukraine aid
New York State website with information about resources and aid for
Ukrainians
State Department program Uniting for Ukraine
To help fulfill President Biden’s promise to temporarily resettle 100,000 Ukrainian refugees, the
State Department has established Uniting for Ukraine, in which legal residents of the United States
can apply to be sponsors of migrants under a process called Humanitarian Parole. Learn more at
uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole. Welcome.US, a humanitarian group for
refugee resettlement, has created a guide to the process (and offers a mailing list) for people
interested in becoming a sponsor. “Sponsors may apply as individuals, as a group, or as a
representative of a non-governmental agency. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) lists the eligibility requirements and the instructions for completing Form I-134 (the
Declaration of Financial Support).
[Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of 4/28/2022]

Ukrainians in the U.S. since March 1 are eligible for Temporary Protective
Status (TPS) for an 18 month period. CUNY’s Citizenship Now project is ready to help the
Ukrainian community apply for this benefit. Call 646-664-6400.

COVID-19 updates
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The COVID-19 page on the NYC Department of Health website states that There are
currently high transmission levels of COVID-19 throughout the city (data taken 7/9/2022)
at www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page. NOTE: The NYC DOH is re-evaluating
the city’s COVID Alert system.

COVID-19—NYC Department of Health Guidance
At this time, continue to take the following precautions:
•

Wear a high-quality mask in all public indoor settings and around crowds outside.

•

Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccinations.

•

Get tested before and after travel or gatherings, or if you were recently exposed to
someone who has COVID-19. COVID-19: Testing

•

Stay home if sick.

•

Wash your hands. Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds,
or use a hand sanitizer.
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In NYC, masks are required in health care facilities, congregate settings, and on public
transportation. Proof of vaccination and masks may be required by employers, businesses and
nonprofits. Masks are optional in schools.

Trends
Data taken on 7/9/22 from NYC Department of Health Covid Data page
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page compares case rates for zip
code 10016, Manhattan and NYC.
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Can I catch Covid outside?
Source: Bloomberg Prognosis email, bloombergbusiness.com, July 10, 2022
This summer — our third in the pandemic — has seemed to defy the received wisdom about Covid’s
spread…Here in New York, the city health department is once again asking us to mask up amid
rising cases…“The newer omicron sub-lineages BA.4 and BA.5 are currently together accounting for
70% of all new Covid-19 infections,” [Katrine Wallace, an epidemiologist at the University of Illinois
at Chicago] says. “These variants are rapidly gaining ground because they are far more
transmissible than any of their Covid-19 variant predecessors.”… it is safer to have an event take
place outdoors versus indoors, but the risk of transmission is still not zero,” Wallace says. And the
more crowded the event, the greater the risk. “‘Crowded’ is a a matter of judgement, but in my view,
if you are within 12 or 18 inches of others — especially if you are having conversations or everyone
is shouting to be heard — that’s crowded,” says Jessica Justman, an infectious diseases specialist
and epidemiologist at the Columbia University Irving Medical Center. Being outside, Wallace points
out, only helps improve one of the variables for Covid risk: ventilation. Masks, vaccination, social
distancing, testing and hand washing all play a role, too.
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Therapies
People age 65+ and immunocompromised people are eligible for the new anti-viral pills. If you have
COVID symptoms, take a covid test and contact your doctor within a couple of days, to request a
prescription. The anti-viral Paxlovid pill is most effective when prescribed shortly after symptoms
begin, and sharply reduces the chances a COVID illness will become severe. It is prescribed as three
pills taken twice a day for five days. Molnupiravir is taken as four pills twice a day for five days. The
pills are available for high-risk adults and must be taken soon after symptoms appear.
The monoclonal antibody treatment Bebtelovimab remains approved, and is rated as effective
against BA.2.

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Authorizes Pharmacists to Prescribe
Paxlovid with Certain Limitations, July 6, 2022.

Free at-home rapid COVID tests from the Federal government (third round) are now
available. Order them at covid.gov/tests.
New York Public Library branches are handing out free test kits (while supplies last).

Medicare will pay for at-home Coronavirus tests, as many as eight tests per month,
under Part B Medicare at participating national pharmacy chains.
Ask your insurance provider if they cover at-home Covid tests, and ask your pharmacist if they
participate in the program to provide at-home test kits.

Eric Adams wants New York to learn to live with COVID. The city scrapped its
guide map for how to do that.
July 7, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough
New York City said it is reevaluating its color-coded COVID alert system, even as the city has seen a
rise in cases and the BA.5 variant taking hold.

Now it’s the BA.5 variant
[I]n the United States…aggressive efforts to move past the pandemic are being stymied by
continued outbreaks. There are still more than 100,000 new infections registered daily, even as
many people forego testing…the growth of the BA.5 variant, which is continuing the pattern of being
more transmissible and better able to avoid existing immunity, means another wave may be on the
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horizon…The summer respite that many in the northern hemisphere hoped for seems like a fever
dream.
Source: Bloomberg Prognosis email of July 4, 2022, bloombergbusiness.com

All Broadway theaters will go 'mask optional' for the month of July
June 21, 2022, gothamist.com, by Ben Yakas

More Covid-19 information for Murray Hill (zip codes 10016, 10017) towards the bottom of this
newsletter.

Monkeypox
NYC Department of Health Monkeypox web page
health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/zoonoses/monkeypox.

Health Department Announces Next Phase of Monkeypox Vaccine Strategy
July 6, 2022
The Health Department today announced the next phase of the City’s plan to provide the
JYNNEOSTM vaccine to eligible people who may have had a recent exposure to monkeypox.
Temporary vaccine clinics will open at the Central Harlem Sexual Health Clinic (2238 Fifth Avenue in
Manhattan) and the Chelsea Sexual Health Clinic (303 Ninth Avenue in Manhattan) on Thursday for
appointments only…Information on eligibility and scheduling appointments can be found at:
nyc.gov/health/monkeypox.

Kudos!
Murray Hill author publishes new book, Pandion.

13

Atticus Forester is the son of a billionaire, living a life of privilege between a Manhattan townhouse
and Pandion, the family compound on the coast of Maine. But young Atticus misses a flight on his
father’s jet, and that changes everything. Suddenly alone and on the street, Atticus must fend for
himself armed only with his wits. He crashes in a Loisaida tenement and invents one scheme after
another to feed himself and his dog. But tragedy piles upon tragedy when the jet crash is ruled
sabotage, his father’s empire collapses, and a killer stalks what’s left of his family. Now Atticus
must face the fact that everything he believed to be true is a lie, and he must find a way to save the
ones he loves. William Michael Ried, the award-winner author of Five Ferries and Backstory, has
written a new genre-bending mystery of puzzlement, betrayal, and love that will keep you turning
pages until the very end.
About the author: William Michael Ried was born on Long Island, graduated from the University of
Michigan and Georgetown University Law Center and practices law in New York City. His first novel
Five Ferries was a finalist in the 2019 American Fiction Awards for Best New Fiction. In 2021 his
second novel Backstory won the New York City Big Book Award for Mystery, won a Silver Medal
from the Wishing Shelf Book Awards for Adult Fiction, was a semi-finalist for the Kindle Book Award
for Literary Fiction, and was named a 2022 Eric Hoffer Award Category Finalist. He and his wife are
long-time residents of Murray Hill and members of the MHNA.
This book can be purchased on Amazon. The e-book will be available at other online sites and
through bookstore orders.

How you can help

14

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is seeking new trustees to serve
for the 2022-2023 year beginning in September.
As a trustee of MHNA, you will have a voice in decisions that affect your neighborhood:
• Quality of life
• Safety
• Preserving historic Murray Hill
Trustees also will get to know their neighbors, local businesses, and receive regular updates about
ongoing issues in the neighborhood.
We will ask that you:
• Be a member of the MHNA
• Attend monthly board meetings
• Co-Chair a committee
• Help with our annual street festival
Candidates with interest/skills in website operations, interacting with city and state personnel, and
customer service to assist MHNA members are especially invited to apply!
To apply, please send a short bio that includes your ideas for improving Murray Hill, along with your
contact information by July 31, 2022 to info@murrayhillnyc.org.

Flyer

Join a MHNA committee
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is an all-volunteer organization. We need your help to
keep the Association’s work going. Volunteering can be for individual events, such as the Street
Festival, and also for ongoing activities, such as Membership. Many administrative activities can be
15

done remotely. Learn more about the different committees. If you are interested in joining a
committee, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.

Job & training opportunities
Horizon Media New York Job Opportunities
horizonmedia.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/CareerOpportunities?locations=e355b8e7e4f3106279a8d1
bcc64e95e9
horizonmedia.com

Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA) and Planned Parenthood
Action Fund seek a dynamic and collaborative Manager, Data Analytics
This job reports to the Associate Director, Abortion Access Analytics in the Data Strategy, Analytics,
and Governance (DSAG) department at PPFA. The DSAG team enables data-driven decision making
through high quality data, analysis, and tools. Learn more.

Open House New York seeks an experienced, curious, and highly organized
professional to serve as Program Director.
This position will play a central role conceptualizing and overseeing all OHNY programs, including
the annual OHNY Weekend festival, the themed Urban Systems series, and other year-round
activities. Learn more at ohny.org/program-director.

The NYC Department of City Planning (DCP) is seeking a Computational
Urban Designer
Learn more at www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/employmentopportunities/531793.pdf.

The NYC BOE is hiring Poll Workers
The Board of Elections in the City of New York is hiring Poll Workers to serve at poll sites across
New York City. Become an Election Day Worker and you can earn up to $2,750 for working up to 10
days. Stand-by positions are also available. Learn more and apply at vote.nyc/page/poll-workerpositions#p0. Also see elections.ny.gov/BecomePollworker.html.
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New York City Council—Job Opportunities council.nyc.gov/jobs

New York State—Job Opportunities

ny.gov/services/find-job-new-york-state-government

The NYC BOE is hiring Poll Workers
The Board of Elections in the City of New York is hiring Poll Workers to serve at poll sites across
New York City. Become an Election Day Worker and you can earn up to $2,750 for working up to 10
days. Stand-by positions are also available. Learn more and apply at vote.nyc/page/pollworkerpositions#p0. Also see elections.ny.gov/BecomePollworker.html.

For businesses, nonprofits & buildings
Governor Hochul Signs Legislation to Help Struggling Businesses Access
Low-Cost Workers' Compensation Coverage
July 1, 2022, Press release
Legislation (S.9096/A.10078) Gives More Than 3,700 New York Businesses with an Unpaid Balance
the Opportunity to Return to NYSIF [New York State Insurance Fund]… New York law requires
businesses to secure workers' compensation coverage, which most obtain through NYSIF or a
private insurer. But unlike private insurers, NYSIF insures any employer that applies for coverage
regardless of risk at the lowest possible cost to maintain a solvent fund. NYSIF may only cancel a
policy for non-payment of premium and until now was precluded from re-issuing a policy to a
business that owed it premium. The new law will enable NYSIF to issue a policy to a business with
an outstanding balance, allowing the company to pay the owed premium under an installment plan.

NYC Homeowners Set For Property Tax Rebate: Here's What To Know
June 13, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman
Roughly 500,000 eligible homeowners across New York City could get a check worth hundreds of
dollars. Broadly speaking, homeowners who make $250,000 or less and are eligible for the School
Tax Relief — or STAR — program are eligible, state officials said. They specifically must fit the
following criteria, as outlined by the state's Department of Taxation and Finance: qualified for a
2022 STAR credit or exemption...had income that was less than or equal to $250,000 for the 2020
income tax year...a school tax liability for the 2022-2023 school year that is more than your 2022
STAR benefit...And New York City property taxpayers soon could receive another, separate rebate
from the city...The amount likely will be $150 for property owners who earn less than $250,000.
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Learn more about the Homeowner Tax Rebate Credit tax.ny.gov/pit/property/homeowner-taxrebate-credit.htm
Learn more about the Enhanced STAR exemption savings for NYC
tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/comparison/65-newyork.htm.

NYC Rules: Definition of Certain Terms Relating to Eligibility for 421-a Tax
Benefits
Rule Effective Date: 07-07-2022
The Department of Housing Preservation and Developemnt (HPD) is adopting amendments for
buildings applying for tax benefits under RPTL Section 421-a(16). The rule clarifies:
- the meaning of the terms “Dwelling Unit” and “Ineligible Space” as they are used in
connection with eligibility for 421-a(16) benefits,
- that units located in facilities licensed by the New York State Department of Health as Adult
Care Facilities and Assisted Living Residences and operated as Enriched Housing Programs
are permanent housing eligible for 421-a(16) benefits, including any units within the Adult
Care Facility that also are certified as Special Needs Assisted Living Residence (SNALR)
units and/or Enhanced Assisted Living Residence (EALR), are intended for permanent
housing and are eligible for the benefits of the program, and
- that all licensed assisted living units, both with and without full kitchens, would be eligible
for benefits under the law to the same extent as other permanent housing.
Learn more at rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/definition-of-certain-terms-relating-to-eligibility-for-421-atax-benefits.

Enroll your building in refashionNYC
Dispose of worn fabrics and fashion in a sustainable way. Who Is Eligible? Apartment buildings with
10 or more units, office buildings, commercial businesses (such as fashion industry, storage
facilities, gyms, laundromats, and hotels), schools and institutions. Accepted items include:
Clothing (from women, men & children), shoes, purses, gloves, scarves, hats & belts, towels,
curtains, bedding & linens, clean rags and torn clothing. Update: For buildings already enrolled, pickup appointments are now available. Learn more at
www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/donate-goods/refashionnyc-overview. Buildings
interested in enrolling may now submit an application at
www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/donate-goods/refashion-nyc.

NYC Rules: Maximum Rates Permitted for Trade Waste
Rule Effective Date: 06-24-2022
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The New York City Business Integrity Commission is adopting amendments relating to the
maximum rates permitted to be charged by a licensee for the collection, removal, disposal, or
recycling of trade waste. Learn more at rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/maximum-rates-permitted-fortrade-waste.

The Emerging Impact of TikTok on Small Businesses
June 14, 2022, score.org, by Rieva Lesonsky
While many still think of TikTok as a site for teens and dance challenges, others have quickly
jumped into the hot trends on the platform, yielding great success...most of the TikTok audience is
Gen Z, with 42% of the audience aged 18 to 24. However, that still leaves over half of the platform’s
audience to millennials, Gen X’ers, and baby boomers...TikTok has one billion monthly active users,
making it the place to see and be seen, with ample opportunity for businesses to engage with
audiences in a whole new way. Within the platform is an excellent sense of community...As a place
for people to create and express themselves in a unique and fun way, the TikTok algorithm's beauty
is that engagement doesn’t matter how many followers you have—engagement favors quality
content that resonates with people. This makes the platform a fair playing ground for all
businesses...Creating content for TikTok requires a unique and tailored approach focusing on quick
and snappy videos.

Is a Recession Coming? How to Prepare…Just in Case
June 28, 2022, score.org, by Rieva Lesonsky
Some people predict a recession is coming, while others dismiss the notion since the nation is
essentially at full employment...While cash flow is always king, it becomes more paramount during
recessions because customers and clients often pay you later than usual...Start by examining your
accounts receivable and payable right now. What’s your monthly cash flow today? Are there
invoices that are past due? If so, call those customers and try to collect now...Look for areas where
you can cut back now before you’re forced to...Keeping your overhead spending low during a
recession will make a significant impact...spend time nurturing your current business
relationships...Now is not the time to cut back on prospecting for new clients and
customers...Diversify Your Sales Channels...Keep Investing in Marketing...instead of hiring full-time
employees right now, look to outsource some tasks to freelancers or independent contractors...The
time to borrow money is before you actually need it...Check out CAPLines, “an umbrella program
that helps small businesses meet their short-term and cyclical working-capital needs. It features
four lines,” from the Small Business Administration (SBA)...surround yourself with people who can
help, like a SCORE mentor. If you don’t have a mentor, you can find one at score.org/find-mentor.
(Free business advice)

The Small Business Administration wants to hear from you
The SBA is seeking public comments on a proposed rule to establish a certification program for
Veteran-Owned and Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Businesses. Comments must be
received on or before August 5, 2022.
Learn more
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The Green Infrastructure Grant Program offers funding for green roof retrofits for
private property owners in New York City. Learn more at www1.nyc.gov/site/dep/water/greeninfrastructure-grant-program.page. They accept applications on a rolling basis. Private property
owners interested in applying must download and complete the Pre-Application Form and submit it
to gigrantprogram@dep.nyc.gov. Application materials will be provided to potential grantees
following a pre-application meeting between the private property owner and the NYC Department of
Environmental Protection. There will be webinars to explain program eligibility requirements and
guide users through the application process on September 7 and December 7.

Governor Hochul Signs Legislative Package to Spur Energy Efficiency,
Consumer Savings, and Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions While
Supporting Prevailing Wage Measures
Legislation A.10439/S.9405 Strengthens New York's Building Codes and Appliance Standards
Legislation A.10493/S.9422 Will Expand Community Heating and Cooling Networks (co-sponsored
by Sen. Liz Krueger)
Legislation A.9598/S.8648 Extends Prevailing Wage Requirements for Renewable Energy Projects
One Megawatt and Larger (co-sponsored by Sen. Brian Kavanagh)

Upcoming events
July 11 6:30 - 8pm

(virtual panel discussion) Could Land Value Tax Be the Achilles Heel of
Corporate Rule?
(Free, donations welcome) Join Henry George School of Social Science for a panel discussion on
how grass-root organized resistance can hold corporate power in check. Speakers: Marilyn Langlois
is a guest editorialist for Transcend Media Service and a community organizer and solidarity activist
in Richmond, California. Joshua Vincent has served as Executive Director of the Center for the Study
of Economics (CSE) since 1997, and he has worked as a consultant to over 75 municipalities,
counties, NGOs, and national governments. He has testified as an expert witness on the impact of
land taxation, from the municipal level up to state legislatures in Texas, Connecticut, Maryland,
Indiana and Ohio. Since 2000, Vincent and CSE have conducted over 50 land tax impact studies for
cities all over the US. Alanna Hartzok is a transpersonal psychotherapist and a Tax Shift Projects
Admin and author of The Earth Belongs to Everyone. She was instrumental in the passage of tax
reform legislations in Pennsylvania and administers the International Union for Land Value
Taxation. Learn more and register at hgsss.org/could-land-value-tax-be-the-achilles-heel-of-
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corporate-rule. Henry George School of Social Science, 149 East 38th Street, info@hgsss.org,
hgsss.org.

Daily 11am-7pm

Art Cart at Bryant Park
(free, equipment included) Get inspired by the urban life, flowers, and monuments of Bryant Park,
then express it with our free drawing and craft supplies. Speak with the Art Cart host to receive
materials and basic instruction. Adults and kids alike are invited to get creative. Materials are
always changing, but drawing pencils, brush pens, charcoal, erasers, and sketch boards are
generally available. The Art Cart also provides craft supplies, including crayons, colored pencils,
markers, ribbon, glue, construction paper, stencils, beads, yarn, and coloring sheets.
The Art Cart is available for party rentals and special events. Instruction and other add-ons can be
arranged. Afterward, celebrate with drinks and no-wait entry at Manhattan’s hottest after-work
scenes, Bryant Park Café and The Porch.
The Art Cart is located on the north end of the Fifth Avenue Terrace (at 42nd Street)
(In front of the Library)
through August 15 5pm (lawn opens), 8pm (film)

Bryant Park Movie Nights
Bring a blanket (or purchase one at the Bryant Park Shop) and sit on the lawn to enjoy food, friends,
and a feature film. The lawn and food and drink concessions open 5pm; film begins at 8pm. Movie
Nights are presented by Paramount+ with support from Vulture. Expect large crowds and get there
early. Movie schedule:
July 11 Wayne’s World 2, starring Mike Myers and directed by Stephen Surjik
July 18 Scream 2, starring Neve Campbell and directed by Wes Craven
July 25 Beverly Hills Cop II, starring Eddie Murphy and directed by Tony Scott
August 1 Star Trek VIII: First Contact, starring Patrick Stewart and directed by Jonathan Frakes
August 8 Grease 2, starring Michelle Pfeiffer and directed by Patricia Birch
August 15 The Godfather Part II, starring Al Pacino and directed by Francis Ford Coppola
at Bryant Park
(between 40th & 42nd Street and between 5th & 6th Avenue, behind the New York Public Library)

Important election dates—learn about the candidates, and vote!
NOTE: Voters must be registered with a party to vote to nominate that party's candidate in a Primary
Election (the deadline was February 14 to change party affiliation for the upcoming Primary
Election). Use the Voter Registration Form to indicate your party when you register to vote, if you
would like to change your party affiliation or to change your address. We recommend using the
online forms where possible. Election rules are set by the State.
New York City Board of Elections website vote.nyc, email vote@boe.nyc.ny.us.
New York State Board of Elections website elections.ny.gov
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Check your voter registration status at vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered or call 1-866-868-3692. It is a
best practice to check your voter registration status before every election. This will also show you
your Congressional District, Senate District, Assembly District, City Council District, Election District,
and Civil Court District. And there is a link on this page to get your poll site information for early
voting and the general election.
Register to vote (Voter Registration Form) at vote.nyc/page/register-vote
Request Absentee Ballot vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0. Absentee ballots can be dropped off in
person at the Manhattan Board of Elections office, as well as at Manhattan Early Voting and
Election Day poll sites. Important: If you request an absentee ballot, you may not cast a ballot on a
voting machine for that election. You can vote by affidavit.
NY State BOE Voting Deadlines calendar elections.ny.gov/VotingDeadlines.html.
You can generate a sample ballot and get candidate information at nycvotes.org/candidates, you
must first enter your address. (Note: Gov. Hochul had not submitted a profile when the site was
checked on 6/23/2022.)
Article listing all of the candidates in the June 28 Primary Election #1 for our neighborhood districts,
with links to their websites or to their biographies.
July 29
August 3
August 4 – 10
August 8
August 13 – 21

Voter registration deadline for the August 23 Primary
Deadline to update your address for the August 23 Primary
Judicial Convention
Last day to submit an absentee ballot request for the August 23
Primary (online). You must submit an Absentee Ballot request
specifically for this primary election.
Early voting Primary Election #2

August 23

Primary Election #2 (in person)

October 14
October 18
October 24
October 29 - November 6

Deadline for voter registration for General Election
Deadline for change of address for General Election
Deadline to request Absentee Ballot
Early Voting

November 8

General Election
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July 12 & September 21 3 – 5pm

NYLAG Free Summer Legal Clinics for Advance Planning
These are free legal clinics for New Yorkers of modest means. Attendees can create any of the
following documents: Health Care Proxy, Living Will regarding medical wishes, Power of Attorney,
and Appointment of Agent to Control Disposition of Remains. The July 12 legal clinic is being held
in downtown Manhattan near the World Trade Center. The September 21 legal clinic is being held in
midtown Manhattan near the Rockefeller Center in the late afternoon. If you are interested in
attending, please complete the following online form: survey.legal/doOF2GvvyGOF or call 212-6136514 and leave a voicemail with your name and phone number.

July 12 6pm

(virtual) Online Nordic Book Club: The Land of Short Sentences by Danish
author Stine Pilgaard
Read and discuss Scandinavian literature in translation as part of Scandinavia House's Nordic Book
Club. In The Land of Short Sentences, out in English translation on March 1 from World Editions, a
young woman relocates to an outlying community in West Jutland, Denmark, and is forced to find
her way — not only in the bewildering environment of the residential Folk High School where her
partner has been hired to teach, but also in the inscrutable conversational forms of the local
population. And on top of it all there’s the small matter of juggling her roles as mother to a newborn
baby and advice columnist in the local newspaper. Learn more and register at
scandinaviahouse.org/events/pilgaard-book-club. Scandinavia House, 58 Park Avenue,
scandinaviahouse.org.
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July 13 11am – 2pm

New York City Virtual Career Fair
Virtual Career Fairs offer you the chance to interact with dozens of employers without leaving your
home. At NYS Department of Labor virtual career fairs, you can upload your resume, browse
employer virtual booths, and participate in virtual interviews with businesses hiring in your area.
Register and view additional details, participating businesses.

open now through July 24

Exhibit: The Songwriters Hall of Fame Experience
The Los Angeles GRAMMY Museum in partnership with Songwriters Hall of Fame and CUNY's
Academic Initiatives and Strategic Innovation presents an original exhibit titled The Songwriters Hall
of Fame Experience. Visitors will explore the history and business side of song in America through
artifacts, media, interactives, and interpretive text in the James Gallery. Sunday to Wednesday 12 –
6pm, Friday and Saturday 12 – 8pm, closed Thursdays. Admission is free; all visitors must present
proof of vaccination or negative PCR test within the past seven days and a government-issued
photo ID for entry.
at the CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue (between 34th & 35th Street)
gc.cuny.edu

Governor Hochul Announces New Long Island Rail Road Terminal in Midtown
Manhattan Will Be Named Grand Central Madison
May 31, 2022, Press Release
The opening of Grand Central Madison…is on schedule to open in 2022…the new terminal will move
some LIRR trains to the East Side...the LIRR will release draft timetables for every LIRR branch
showing proposed systemwide service following the opening of the LIRR's Grand Central Madison
terminal. The LIRR will hold a series of virtual public information sessions…to gather public input on
the timetables...trains will no longer have scheduled connections at Jamaica. Manhattan-bound
customers at rush hour on most branches, and all day on the busiest branches, will find plenty of
options to take them to the terminal of their choosing without the need to change trains. Rep.
Carolyn Maloney was the Federal partner in this project.
Learn more and see draft schedules at new.mta.info/project/east-side-access.
Try the new Trip Planner app gcmtrips.mta.info. From this page you can view schedules as PDF and
submit comments.
July 13 6 – 8pm
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(virtual) Public meeting about LIRR timetables to GC Madison
The public will have the chance to offer comments on the timetables.

Pershing Square Sounds
Free lunchtime and happy hour concerts presented by Grand Central Partnership.
July 13 5 - 8pm, Bobby Harden & the Soul Purpose Band, Soul, R&B
July 14 4:30 - 6pm, A Latin Movement, Latin Jazz, Salsa
See the full schedule at grandcentralpartnership.nyc/pershingsquaresounds.
in Pershing Square Plaza West
Park Avenue (between 41st & 42nd Street)

July 14 6:30pm (multiple dates)

(in-person) Fiction Flash Stories
(free) Workshops geared to improve your writing skills. Learn to craft extremely short fictional
stories, with Arlaina Tibensky. Produced in partnership with Gotham Writers. Register for the
workshop at eventbrite.com/e/bryant-park-reading-room-writers-workshops-tickets-371417749487.
Additional dates:
August 4 Memoir with David Seigerman
August 11 TV Writing with Laura Cahill
August 18 Fiction with Varud Gupta
August 25 Character with Alexander Steele
at Bryant Park Reading Room
Between 42nd and 40th Street, and between 5th and 6th Avenue (behind the Library)

through September 17 7 – 8:30pm (Lawn opens at 5pm)

The 2022 season of Picnic Performances at Bryant Park presented by Bank
of America
(free) All performances are free to the public and designed to be enjoyed casually – no tickets
required—with seating available and free picnic blankets for audience members to borrow.
Attendees may bring their own food or purchase from on-site food and beverage vendors near the
Lawn. COVID-19 vaccinations and masks are not currently required. See the full schedule.
July 15 Carnegie Hall Citywide: Squirrel Nut Zippers
July 22 Carnegie Hall Citywide: The Broadway Sinfonietta
at Bryant Park(between 40th & 42nd Street and between 5th & 6th Avenue, behind the Library)
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(virtual) SEE YOU SEE ME—A Youth Justice Art Show (through August 31)
Youth ages 14-17 use photography to explore concepts of identity expression and identity
oppression. In a national climate where laws around individual rights are tightening, See You See
Me offers personal perspectives of identity from youth rooted in the first Unitarian Universalist
principle—the inherent worth and dignity of every person. This exhibition challenges viewers to
connect with the deep impact of systemic oppression particularly on young, emerging identities and
to consider the limitless possibilities of human potential that can be unlocked when we affirm that
everyone has inherent worth and dignity. This is the 3rd annual youth justice art show presented at
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Gallery35. View the exhibit at gallery35nyc.com/2022/07/01/our-3rd-youth-justice-art-show.
Gallery35, 24 East 35th Street (offices only), 917-566-0708, gallery35ny@gmail.com.

Changes in the Neighborhood
The Governor announced a Community Air Monitoring initiative
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is undertaking a statewide community air quality
monitoring effort in ten disadvantaged communities that are home to an estimated five million New
Yorkers. Air quality monitoring will focus on locations in these communities with high air pollution
burdens. This effort will help DEC target strategies to reduce air pollution, including the greenhouse
gas emissions contributing to climate change, in these burdened areas to help achieve the goals of
the State's Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act…To be involved, join DEC for the
community meetings. For air monitoring or study questions, contact: CLCPA.CAM@dec.ny.gov or
518-402-8402. For questions related to the Office of Environmental Justice grants, contact
justice@dec.ny.gov or 518-402-8556. To receive updates or if you have questions about sources,
contact your local resource: Manhattan: R2.info@dec.ny.gov or 718-482-4900.
A section of Kips Bay along the East River where the hospitals are will be part of the study area.
Study area map.

Enjoy the clear sidewalk and the light!
Scaffolding has been removed from 136 East 36th Street (SE corner of Lexington Avenue). The
apartment building is cleaned and restored.

27

Scaffolding has been removed from 200 East 33rd Street—the small mall between 32nd and 33rd
Street on 3rd Avenue. Many empty storefronts are more obvious, but there should be better
prospects for renting the spaces with no scaffolding.

Lalezarian Properties files plans for 200-unit mixed-use building, most units
in Murray Hill since 2019
June 17, 2022, pincusco.com, PincusCo Media
Lalezarian Properties, on June 15, filed a permit application for construction of a 200-unit, 194,727square-foot mixed-use building at 567 3rd Avenue in Murray Hill, Manhattan [37th Street, on the
East side of 3rd Avenue]...The plans call for the construction of a 352-foot-tall, 34-story building and
were filed with the New York City Department of Buildings under job number M00749928. The
development site spans multiple tax lots. The lot has a width of 63 feet...The architect listed is SLCE
Architects.
Related: Lalezarian Properties pays $6.8M for retail in Murray Hill
April 20, 2022, pincusco.com, PincusCo Media
Lalezarian Properties through the entity Midtown 3rd Avenue LLC paid $6.8 million to Evans Cyprus
through the entity 567 3rd Ave LLC for midblock retail building at 567 Third Avenue in Murray Hill,
Manhattan. The building is between a residential cooperative building and a commercial property
owned by Lloyd Goldman’s BLDG Management. The parcel also abuts a property owned by the
government of Romania. The deal closed on April 8, 2022 and was recorded on April 19, 2022. The
property has 9,300 square feet of built space and 16,601 square feet of additional air rights for a
total buildable of 25,900 square feet according to PincusCo analysis of city data.
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Editor's notes: Total Floor Area Ration (FAR) of the proposed new building will be 11.9. Daniel's
Bagels, at 569 3rd Avenue, is the street-level retail tenant in the 5-story building that abuts this
property. Lalezarian is also developing a 42-story mixed-use building at Hudson Yards.

Something new appearing on the sidewalks

Since Mayor Adams launched the initiative to clear homeless encampments, we’ve noticed that
every day, at different locations, there are shopping carts and wagons, packed with possessions,
and parked along the sidewalks. They don’t remain there overnight. These two shopping carts were
parked at the corner of 34th Street and 3rd Avenue on June 24.
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Clean Curbs pilot program in Times Square. Times Square Alliance staff have access to the bins.
Photo by Sai Mokhtari

As giant trash bins come to NYC, will the city’s garbage heaps become a
thing of the past?
June 28, 2022, gothamist.com, by Sophia Chang
Four container bins sitting at the corner of West 41st Street and 7th Avenue in Times Square may
look simple, but they have a lofty purpose: Showing New Yorkers how the city streets could become
cleaner and garbage-free. In April, Mayor Eric Adams announced that the city’s long-stalled Clean
Curb program has launched a pilot where garbage bags can be placed in container bins ahead of
being picked up by sanitation crews — an alternative to piling the trash on the city’s sidewalks. One
big question is where the bins will be placed. The Times Square bins are located in the roadway of
Seventh Avenue, a model that would mean giving up more parking spaces...Sidewalk placements
may take away walking space from pedestrians...While the pilot program will analyze different types
of bins, the Times Square containers are made by Citibin. Each module stands about 4.5-feet-tall
and individually holds up to ten 50-gallon trash bags or 200 normal-sized bags of trash. They are
made out of bamboo composite boards and powdered-coated aluminum. “In the pilots we’ll be
listening especially to the input from sanitation workers and building supers."...Only Times Square
Alliance staff who are cleaning the area have keys to the bins to throw out garbage bags. The next
pilot program sites may be in residential areas where local residents will have access to containers
for their household trash, [Sanitation Commissioner Jessica] Tisch said, though details haven’t been
released. Commercial waste, which is picked up by private carters and not the city, will continue to
pile up on city sidewalks for the foreseeable future. The first set of Clean Curb bins were installed in
partnership with the Times Square Alliance business improvement district which will maintain the
site. Business improvement districts interested in hosting a pilot site can contact the Sanitation
Department.
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East Midtown Greenway Progresses Along Turtle Bay Waterfront In Midtown,
Manhattan
July 10, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young
Construction is ongoing on the first phase of the $100 million East Midtown Greenway, a threesegment reimagining of the East Midtown Waterfront esplanade between East 38th to East 61st
Streets. Photographs below focus on the northernmost part of the scheme, which will span between
East 53rd and East 61st Streets in Midtown, Manhattan.

Schools, students & children
School report cards for covid testing
COVID-19 Report Card for PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray. Total Students Enrolled +
Teachers/Staff=464. One-hundred and fifty positive tests were reported since September (108
students, 42 staff). Six positive tests in the last 14 days.
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COVID-19 Report Card for The River School. Total Students Enrolled +
Teachers/Staff=516. One hundred and ninety-two positive tests were reported since September
(153 students, 39 staff). Three positive tests in the past 14 days.

COVID-19 Report Card for Murray Hill Academy. Total Students Enrolled +
Teachers/Staff=299. Sixty-one positive tests since September (43 students, 18 staff). No positive
tests in the past 7 days.

COVID-19 Report Card for J.H.S 104 Simon Baruch. Total Students Enrolled +
Teachers/Staff=1,108. Three hundred and five positive cases since September (298 students, 7
staff). One positive test in the past 14 days.

Hochul signs NYC mayoral control bill into law – with a tweak
July 1, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Reema Amin
Gov. Kathy Hochul signed a bill…that extends mayoral control of New York City schools for the next
two years. But…The eight-member expansion of the city’s education panel, which was passed under
the original bill, will be delayed by five months. Mayoral control...allows the mayor to choose the
schools chancellor and appoint a majority of members to the city’s education panel...Here’s how
mayoral control will change in New York: The mayor’s powers will be extended through June 30,
2024. The PEP [Panel for Educational Policy — a largely mayor-appointed board that approves major
contracts and policy decisions] will grow from 15 to 23 members. The mayor will still appoint a
majority of the PEP, with 13 picks starting Jan. 15, 2023, four more than he currently chooses. Each
borough president will each continue to appoint one member. The presidents of the city’s 32
Community Education Councils, or CECS, which represent each local school district and can shape
school zone boundaries, will elect five members – four more than currently – who each must
represent a different borough. Four of the mayor’s appointees must be parents of a child attending
city public schools, up from two currently. They must include at least one with a child with
disabilities, one with a child in a bilingual or English as a second language program, and one with a
child enrolled in District 75, which serves students with the most significant disabilities. Each PEP
member will serve a one-year term that can be renewed annually. The mayor and the borough
presidents can no longer remove PEP members for voting against their wishes. Previously,
appointers did not have to share a reason for why they wanted to remove someone.

NYC Department of Education Panel for Educational Policy (PEP) meetings
A new Mayoral Control bill increases the number of people on the PEP from 15 to 23, starting in
January 2023. Currently, the PEP consists of 15 appointed members and the Chancellor. Each
borough president appoints one member, Community Education Council (CEC) Presidents elect one
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member, and the mayor appoints the remaining members. The Chancellor serves as an ex-officio
non-voting member. The PEP is responsible for electing a chairperson from among the voting
members. The next meetings are July 20 and August 11. Learn more and sign up to view and
comment at the meetings at schools.nyc.gov/about-us/leadership/panel-for-education-policy.

waitlists are open for 3-K, Pre-K, Kindergarten, Middle School, High School

NYC Public School applications
Apply for the Virtual High School program through your MySchools account (200 seats available, by
lottery, students will be able to choose hybrid or virtual learning). All applications for in-person
learning are closed (waitlists are open). Offers for 3-K, Pre-K, Kindergarten, Middle School, High
School and Specialized High School offers have been released. Gifted and Talented offers will be
released in late July. If you missed enrollment for your child, you can add your child to the wait list
with your myschools.nyc account. EarlyLearn admissions for children 6 weeks to 2 years old are
open throughout the year. Head Start programs are available for qualifying families. High schools
will be allowed to use borough and zone geographic priorities. Learn more at schools.nyc.gov, at
schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade and at MySchools NYC myschools.nyc/en (other
languages are available), by phone at 718-935-2009 or at a Family Welcome Center
schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/family-welcome-centers. EarlyLearn is for toddlers to
2 years old and is available for eligible families. Learn more at schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollgrade-by-grade/earlylearn-nyc. The DOE announced that the sibling priority is being expanded for
students applying to middle school, meaning middle school applicants will have priority to attend
their sibling’s school. Families can contact siblings@schools.nyc.gov for support. If you need a
school for your child now, learn what to do on the New Students page
schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/new-students. For enrollment questions
email ESEnrollment@schools.nyc.gov.

Mayor Adams Released Blueprint for Child Care & Early Childhood Education
June 28, 2022, Press Release
Mayor Adams outlined steps to provide high-quality, equitable, and accessible child care for
thousands of New York City families. The Blueprint aims to support working families and includes
increasing outreach for families in temporary housing, expanding opportunities for early childhood
professionals, and cutting red tape for background checks.

Accessible, Equitable, High-quality, Affordable: A Blueprint for Child Care &
Early Childhood Education in New York City, June 2022
Governor Hochul Announces applications open for $343 million in
child care provider grants targeting workforce
Related:

Governor Kathy Hochul announced that starting today, applications will be accepted for $343
million in federal funding that will directly benefit child care providers and continue to help stabilize
the industry. The New York State Office of Children and Family Services is administering the funds.
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Deadline for applications is November 30. Apply at ocfs.ny.gov/main/contracts/funding/COVIDrelief/childcare-stabilization. You have to create or have an account:
my.ny.gov/LoginV4/login.xhtml

through August 31

Excelsior Scholarships are open to first-time students entering college in the Fall 2022 term
and current students who have never received the Excelsior Scholarship. Applications are open now
until 8/31/2022. To qualify: Students must plan to attend a SUNY or CUNY two or four-year college,
Complete 30 credits per year towards their program of study, Be on track to graduate on time with a
two-year Associate’s Degree or a Bachelor’s Degree in four years, Students’ families must have
made $125,000 or less in the 2020 tax year. Learn more or apply to the Excelsior Scholarship at
hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/financial-aid/types-of-financial-aid/nys-grants-scholarshipsawards/the-excelsior-scholarship.html. If you are undocumented or believe you may otherwise
qualify for the Jose Peralta DREAM Act Scholarship, learn more about the Peralta program at
hesc.ny.gov/dream.

apply by October 31

Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) Waiver
If you are employed by a U.S. federal, state, local, or tribal government or not-for-profit organization,
you might be eligible for the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program. For a limited time, Federal
student loan borrowers may receive credit for past periods of repayment that would otherwise not
qualify for PSLF. Last year, the U.S. Department of Education announced a temporary period during
which borrowers may receive credit for payments that previously did not qualify for Public Service
Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) or Temporary Expanded PSLF (TEPSLF). This waiver makes it easier for
public service employees to receive credit for more payments. All waiver forms must be submitted
by October 31, 2022. Learn more about Public Service Loan Forgiveness, and the temporary PSLF
waiver.

Source: NYC Council Member Gale Brewer's Updates email of June 30, 2022.

The FY23 budget adopted by the Council cut the Dept. of Education budget
by $215 million due to a drop in student enrollment and a longstanding funding formula used
by DOE. [CM Brewer's office]. [NYC Department of Education] Chancellor Banks has announced a
task force to examine whether a longstanding funding formula used by DOE (called “Fair Student
Funding”) needs to be updated.

NYC schools are facing larger cuts than Adams administration detailed
July 7, 2022, gothamist.com, by Jessica Gould
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New York City public schools are facing larger enrollment-based cuts this summer compared to
what Adams administration officials originally announced in February—and more than what was
outlined in the city budget that passed last month. Mayor Eric Adams’ preliminary budget included
$375 million in cuts because of a decline in enrollment. The education department has consistently
said it’s using federal stimulus money to soften the blow so that schools will only lose $215 million
due to last year’s register loss. But many principals, parents and politicians have been alarmed by
just how deep those cuts are, which have already resulted in staff and program cuts at many
schools. Now, officials say additional reductions have to be made to individual school budgets
because their enrollment is projected to decline further in the coming academic year.

Policing & police reform
Weekly crime reports
17th precinct
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf

13th Precinct
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf

New York passes strengthened gun laws in wake of SCOTUS ruling
July 1, 2022, politico.com, by Katelyn Cordero
ALBANY, N.Y., After a grueling two-day special session, state lawmakers Friday evening passed new
gun laws to mitigate the effects of a Supreme Court ruling last week that unraveled century-old
state licensing rules. The high court ruled that New York’s requirement that applicants show good
cause to carry concealed firearms was too prohibitive, and legislators returned to Albany Thursday
to shore up the state’s gun laws in response...The Concealed Carry Improvement Act, adopted 4320 by the Senate Friday afternoon and 91-51 by the Assembly later in the night, requires applicants
display “good moral character,” pass a firearm safety course and provide data from their social
media accounts as part of strengthened background checks. It also defines “sensitive locations”…
Such locations include government buildings; any location providing health, behavioral health or
chemical dependence care or services; any place of worship or religious observation; libraries;
public playgrounds; public parks; zoos; the location of any state funded or licensed programs;
educational institutions both in elementary and higher education; any vehicle used for public
transportation; all public transit including airports and bus terminals; bars and restaurants;
entertainment, gaming and sporting events and venues; polling places; any public sidewalk or public
area restricted for a special event; and protests or rallies...The law also prohibits the use of firearms
on private property, unless the property owner allows it. Business owners can display a sign on their
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property to allow concealed carry weapons on the premises. If there is no sign, concealed carry
permit owners should assume firearms are off-limits.
Related: Responding to the Supreme Court’s Decisions on Guns
State Senator Liz Krueger’s Community Updates email, July 8, 2022
The State Senate passed legislation (S.51001) updating New York’s concealed carry laws to
establish new standards for granting permits, and limiting where concealed weapons are
permitted…The legislature also passed a bill to address the Supreme Court decision (NY. Rifle and
Pistol Assn. v. Bruen) overturning New York’s concealed carry law. The court’s decision did suggest
that specific eligibility requirements and bans on concealed carry for sensitive locations could be
permitted, and the new law addresses those areas… The legislation adds specific eligibility
requirements, including the taking and passing of firearm training courses for permit applicants. It
will enable the State to regulate and standardize training for license applicants. The legislation also
identifies sensitive locations where it is prohibited to carry a concealed weapon and establishes
that private property owners must expressly allow a person to possess a firearm, rifle, or shotgun
on their property. Individuals who carry concealed weapons in sensitive locations or in
contravention of the authority of an owner of private property will face criminal penalties. The
legislation also provides for long-delayed implementation of a statewide license and ammunition
database and strengthens the law relating to the sale of body armor and the safe storage of
firearms.
Related: Governor

Hochul Signs Landmark Legislation to Strengthen Gun Laws
and Bolster Restrictions on Concealed Carry Weapons in Response to
Reckless Supreme Court Decision
July 1, 2022, Press release

Council Member Keith Powers joined Mayor Adams to announce the nation’s first

DNA Gun

Crimes Unit right here in our community at the Office of the Medical Examiner. This new unit will
allow our city to process gun crimes faster by cutting the time to identify shooters using DNA
analysis in half—from 60 days to 30 days.
[Source: Council Member Keith Powers’ email of July 6, 2022]

'Ghost Car' Crackdown: NYC Mayor Vows Action Against Fake Plates
July 5, 2022, patch.com, by Anna Quinn
"If we don't get them off the streets they become a weapon of death for our innocent New Yorkers,"
the mayor said of the untraceable cars...Known as "ghost cars," vehicles with the untraceable paper
license plates are often used to evade parking rules, red light cameras, tolls, or as getaway cars in
crimes across the city, police said. The problem has only grown worse since the pandemic…More
than 3,560 drivers using the illegal temporary plates were arrested last year…In 2021, cars with
illegal plates were behind nine traffic fatalities, police said...Adams and police...point to a new
"Vehicle License Plates Working Group" that brings together officials from multiple city agencies.
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The working group will lead new "patrol trainings" for officers, who often used to drive past the
paper license plates and will be instructed to pull over drivers and inspect the cars, Adams said.
The NYPD will also identify streets where the cars are often parked to boot or tow the cars until their
owner is found, officials said...The NYPD has already issued 16,448 tickets to drivers using the
illegal or obstructed license plates, has towed 1,700 vehicles and seized 2,478 of the cars so far this
year, officials said...About 34 percent of the "ghost cars" towed by the NYPD this year were never
claimed by their owners, a statistic officials said proves they were likely stolen or used in illegal
activity.
Transcript: Mayor Eric Adams Announces Crackdown on Vehicles with Illegal License Plates
July 5, 2022

Federal Lawsuit Against Ghost Gun Online Retailers
Mayor Adams and Corporation Counsel Sylvia Hinds-Radix announced a lawsuit against five online
retailers that have and continue to illegally sell and deliver gun components that are used to
assemble illegal and untraceable firearms—known as ghost guns—into the city. The gun
components were shipped directly to an address in New York City, in violation of New York state
and New York City laws making such sales illegal.
Source: NYC Mayor's Community Affairs Unit Newsletter email, July 1, 2022

Investigating Gun Manufactures
Source: Rep. Carolyn Maloney’s Weekly Update email, July 8, 2022
This week, I sent letters to the CEOs of gun manufacturers Daniel Defense, LLC, Smith & Wesson
Brands, Inc., and Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. requesting their appearance at a July 20th hearing
of my Oversight Committee. These companies have made and profited off weapons of war which
have been used recently in mass shootings.
Specifically, the AR-15 style rifles used in the grocery store shooting in Boulder, CO last year and in
the church shooting in Sutherland Springs, TX in 2017 were made by Ruger. The AR-15 style rifle
used by the gunman in Uvalde was made by Daniel Defense. And the AR-15 style rifles used in
Highland Park, Parkland, Aurora, and San Bernardino were made by Smith & Wesson Inc.
While these corporations have seen the destructive power their products unleased again and again;
they have recklessly continued to market and sell assault weapons to civilians. I am determined to
hold them accountable.

Murray Hill in the news
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UFOs over the Empire State Building?

UFO Or Empire State Building? NYers Report Strange Sightings In Sky
July 1, 2022, patch.com, by Matt Troutman
New Yorkers have reported orbs above the Empire State Building, space crafts hovering over a
beachside manhunt, and people frozen in time...Patch is sharing this report in honor of World UFO
Day on July 2 — which commemorates the supposed Roswell, New Mexico, spaceship crash...On
Feb 4., another New Yorker spotted a suspicious haze in the skies above Manhattan, which some
unsuspecting city dwellers might have called the Empire State Building. This New Yorker snapped
several photos of the building and the next day noticed six orbs floating in the mist around the
skyscraper, they wrote. "The glare from the Building light was so bright I didn’t noticed the orbs at
the time," they wrote. "And I can understand why this might have not been noticed by anyone on the
ground."

Young woman falls onto subway tracks at NYC Grand Central Terminal,
fatally struck by train
June 29, 2022, nydailynews.com, by Thomas Tracy and Clayton Guse
A 22-year-old NYU student and Lazard intern died after falling onto the subway tracks in front of a
train at the No. 7 station beneath Manhattan’s Grand Central Terminal. The woman, identified by
financial advisory and asset management firm Lazard as employee Helen Chen, fell to the tracks
around 9:42 p.m. Tuesday as a Hudson Yards-bound train rolled into the station. The train did not
stop before running her over and she died at the scene, according to police. Witnesses saw Chen
tumble onto the tracks but it’s unclear what caused her fatal fall, police said. Police said the young
woman recently moved to New York from California...Trains on the No. 7 line run on a system called
“communications-based train control” and are driven automatically by computers. Train operators
still sit at the front of the trains but do not hold a “dead man switch” that triggers the emergency
brakes whenever an operator lets go.
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The Morgan Library’s Gilded Age Garden Gets a Glow-up
June 9, 2022, curbed.com, by Justin Davidson
J. P. Morgan hired the architect Charles Follen McKim to house his books in an Italianate palazzo
that was ostentatious in its restraint...For decades, that quiet exterior aged...[and] faded from public
consciousness...Well, it’s back: a side-street masterpiece of spectacular discretion restored to its
original crispness. Integrated Conservation Resources and the architecture firm Beyer Blinder Belle
led a vast team of conservators...the London-based designer Todd Longstaffe-Gowan (whose
credits include the gardens of Kensington Palace) has laid down a new strip of landscape...Orazio
Porto, a Sicilian artisan who lays pathways by hand using a technique inherited from ancient Rome,
arrived with a load of stones polished by the Mediterranean and volcanic sand from Etna, then
embedded them into the pavement...To celebrate the makeover, the Morgan’s curator Jennifer
Tonkovich has organized J. Pierpont Morgan’s Library: Building the Bookman’s Paradise, a show that
chronicles the assemblage of this temple of books.

Housing, homeless, preservation, zoning &
affordability
Mayor Adams Signs Legislation Preserving Critical Affordable Housing
Protections, Strengthening Transparency in Eviction Prevention
Press release, June 27, 2022
Mayor Adams…signed Intro. 588 which extends the city’s rent stabilization laws until April 1, 2024,
in recognition of the ongoing housing emergency. The Mayor also signed Intro. 303 which expands
the data that DSS and HRA track and report annually regarding the CityFHEPS rental assistance
voucher for individuals and families experiencing, or at risk of facing, homelessness due to nonpayment of rent.

Judge strikes down Albany's 'good-cause' eviction law
June 30, 2022, timesunion.com, Steve Hughes
The decision could have ramifications around the state where communities passed legislation to
limit landlords' powers to evict tenants…State Supreme Court Judge Christina Ryba ruled in favor of
several landlords who argued the law violated state law that guided tenant-landlord
relationships…Landlords have argued they amount to rent control and infringe on their property
rights…Housing Justice For All, a coalition of housing advocates, condemned the ruling and called
on state legislative leaders to pass a statewide version of the bill…Ryba’s decision found that the
city’s law was in conflict with state law because it created an impediment to landlords’ access to
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courts and limited remedies provided under state law…The court found that the law also conflicted
with other elements of state law related to landlord-tenant relationships.

September 20 (deadline for applications)

Waiting List is now open for Henry Phipps Plaza South, Kips Bay, Manhattan
Henry Phipps Plaza South, located in the Kips Bay area of Manhattan, is pleased to
announce that applications are now being accepted for the studio, one, two, three, and fourbedroom apartments for the waiting list. Interested parties can complete an application online at:
waitlistcheck.com/NY3141-3915. If you have a disability and need assistance with the application
process or to request a paper application, please contact Phipps Rentals at 646-388-8227. Paper
applications must be mailed to 2 East 28th Street, PMB 428, New York, NY 10016, and must be
postmarked by September 20, 2022. Duplicate applications will not be accepted. Qualifications will
be based on Section-8 and Low-income Housing Tax credits, federal guidelines and additional
selection criteria. Please note that applications will be selected via a lottery and placed on the
waiting list. Applicants will be interviewed based on the future availability of vacant units. Learn
more at Learn more at cbsix.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Phipps_Henry_Phipps_South_Ad-toDistribute-Updated-6.8.22.pdf. (Courtesy of Community Board 6)

Governor Kathy Hochul announced today that the Restore New York grant
program will open on July 11
Press release, July 5, 2022
This $250 million program encourages community development and neighborhood growth through
the elimination and redevelopment of blighted structures. Restore New York is open to
municipalities to support projects that focus on demolishing, rehabilitating and restoring residential,
commercial and mixed-use buildings. The program, administered by Empire State Development is
designed to help local governments revitalize their communities and encourage commercial
investment, improve the local housing stock, put properties back on the tax rolls and increase the
local tax base. Grants will be awarded in two rounds this year, with $100 million available in the first
round and $150 million available in round two. Register for the Instructional Webinar to be
held Wednesday, July 13 at 10am.

In housing-starved NYC, tens of thousands of affordable apartments sit
empty (paywall)
July 6, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Suzannah Cavanaugh and Sasha Jones
Landlords blame the state’s rent law for making repairs a money-losing proposition; lawmakers
don’t believe them.
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We are facing difficult times
29 Street Association email of July 5, 2022
[O]ur quality of life is going downhill, even deteriorating. The residents of our area, who have and
still make up the backbone of the neighborhood, feel like they have no rights to ask for a decent
quality of life. They are belittled when they do so… We have 15 [homeless] facilities in our area, and
the population that these shelters host is problematic—largely unfit for the fabric of the residents
and businesses in the surrounding blocks. But our officials disregard these details…Officials use
cryptic language to disarm resident and community dissent. They openly state that the shelters are
“not shelters… but affordable housing… supportive housing.” But affordable housing is different than
shelters and we know and are aware of the differences. Yes, to affordable housing. No to shelters.
The current shelters system is not properly equipped to care for people who need medical and
special care…It is not a matter of budget, the funds are there, they just need to be used better and
more efficiently.

Number of New Yorkers sleeping on streets and subways rebounded to prepandemic highs
June 17, 2022, gothamist.com, by Gwynne Hogan
The number of unsheltered New Yorkers has rebounded to pre-pandemic levels, according to the
city’s annual, one-night survey known as the HOPE count released Thursday by the Department of
Social Services (DSS). City workers found 3,439 people sleeping unhoused on the night of January
25th when they fanned across the five boroughs for the yearly count. The count occurred before
Mayor Eric Adams launched his inter-agency efforts to clear the streets and subways of homeless
people. Since the HOPE count happens each year during the coldest months...the number is widely
understood to be an undercount. The city’s participation in the HOPE count qualifies it to apply for
federal funds to help reduce homelessness...advocates said the surging number of people sleeping
on the streets is–at least in part–an outcome of the city’s policy of closing hotels once used to
provide a safer option over dormitory-style shelters to allow social distancing during the pandemic.
Local Law 19 of 1999 Report: Quarterly Unsheltered Street Homeless Individual (NYC Open Data)
data.cityofnewyork.us/Social-Services/Local-Law-19-of-1999-Report-Quarterly-Unsheltered-/7tu6bcih

What Would It Take to Move Street Homeless New Yorkers into Housing?
July 5, 2022, citylimits.org, by David Brand
If the ultimate goal is housing, might there be a way to save lives and money by giving some people
a key to their own apartment without the wait, bypassing the shelter system entirely?... So what
would it take? The main obstacle to direct moves, at least the one cited most often by city officials
and supportive housing administrators, is paperwork…city Health Commissioner Ashwin Vasan, the
recent head of a supportive housing provider Fountain House, embraced a true Housing First
approach. “I never really understood the attitude of someone’s ‘readiness’ for housing, You’re not
ready for housing. You deserve housing,” Vasan said. “You might face other intersecting challenges
that you need to deal with, but you should do that while housed under a roof.”
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Redistricting
NYC Districting Commission
The City Charter requires the City Council and the mayor to appoint an independent Districting
Commission every 10 years, following the decennial census. The process ensures council districts
continue to reflect population and demographic changes. The city’s population grew by 630,000
people since the last 2010 Census for a new total of 8.8 million people under the current census.
Under the one-person, one-vote doctrine of the U.S. Constitution the 51 City Council maps must be
redrawn with a new average population of 172,631 residents each.
The Commission’s website is nyc.gov/districting. Public testimony can be submitted by email to
publictestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov or by mail: 253 Broadway, 3rd Floor New York, NY 10007.
DISTRICTING COMMISSION CALENDAR
August 15, 16, 17, 18 & 22 Public Hearings
Related: Commission

delays release of proposed NYC Council maps to gather

more public input
June 7, 2022, gothamist.com, by David Cruz

Elections, voting & appointments
Unofficial Primary Election Night Results
Source: NYC Board of Elections tally web.enrboenyc.us, does not include absentee ballots.
DEMOCRATIC
Governor (total votes counted 446,432)
Kathy Hochul 60%
Jumaane Williams 28%
Thomas Suozzi 12%
Lieutenant Governor (total votes counted 428,460)
Antonio Delgado 56%
Ana Maria Archila 30%
Diana Reyna 14%
Surrogate New York (total votes counted 110,700)
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Hilary Gingold 43%
Elba Rose Galvan 34%
Verley A. Brown 22%
Judge of the Civil Court - 4th Municipal Court District - New York (total votes counted 10,380)
Matthew Bondy 55%
Terence W. McCormick 45%
Member of the Assembly - 73rd Assembly District (total votes counted 10,484)
Alex Bores 29%
Adam E. Roberts 25%
Kellie Leeson 20%
Russell M. Squire 20%
May Malik (withdrew from race) 6%
REPUBLICAN
Governor (total votes counted 50,337)
Note: The results shown on the NYC BOE website do not agree with news reports that Lee
Zeldin won.
Andrew Giuliani 47%
Lee Zeldin 31%
Rob Astorino 14%
Harry Wilson 7%

New pages on the NYC Board of Elections website with information about the
numbers of absentee ballots and the process of counting mail-in votes vote.nyc/page/canvassinformation-and-absentee-ballot.

Judge rules NYC municipal voting law for noncitizens violates state
constitution
June 27, 2022, gothamist.com, by Brigid Bergin
New York City’s law extending voting rights in municipal elections to noncitizens who are legally
allowed to live, work and go to school in the five boroughs violates the New York State Constitution,
according to a ruling issued by Justice Ralph Porzio in Richmond County State Supreme Court...the
new law...was set to allow upwards of 800,000 new voters to register and vote in local elections
starting in 2023...“The New York State Constitution expressly states that citizens meeting the age
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and residency requirements are entitled to register and vote in elections,” Porzio wrote in his
ruling...New York State election law reaffirms this right is granted to only citizens, he wrote, and the
city was exceeding its constitutionally granted authority by attempting to extend the right to noncitizens.

Voter Turnout in New York Gubernatorial Primary Drops Sharply from 2018
Surge
June 30, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth
According to preliminary data, just 865,000 registered Democrats—or 13% of the roughly 6.5 million
registered Democrats across the state as of the most recent Board of Elections data—voted for
governor (a number will grow slightly as final ballots are counted and reported)… New York City saw
a similar pattern with 446,000 Democratic voters (13% turnout).

Budget, finances & taxes
Council Member Keith Powers writes about “Passing a Historic 2022-2023
Budget”
[Source: Council Member Keith Powers’ email of July 6, 2022]
Earlier this month, the City Council passed a landmark budget that includes a number of great
victories for our city. This budget meaningfully addresses ways to build a safer and stronger
community here on the East Side, including:
• Replacements for Bellevue Hospital’s pediatric ultrasounds
• A quarter of a million dollars for NYPL branches across our district
• Fully funded refurbishing of the Asser Levy Recreation Center’s fitness room
• Tree improvements throughout the district
• Campus beautification at Hunter Elementary and High Schools
• A performing arts hub at Hunter College
• Projects across 13 East Side public schools, such as:
• A hydroponic science lab at the River School
• Renovation of Wagner Middle School’s gymnasium
• Library upgrades at PS 6
• Auditorium stage and window curtains at Simon Baruch Junior High School
• $100,000 for PS 116
• Interactive whiteboards at the High School of Art & Design
• Electrical upgrades at PS 40 and Salk Middle School
• Audio visual upgrades to public venues at the CUNY Graduate Center
• Significant funding for local neighborhood organizations and advocacy groups
While this budget is a historic step on our city’s path to recovery, I have been hearing concerns from
constituents about Department of Education funding for our community’s public schools. As a
result of federal stimulus funding running out and a decrease in enrollment levels, the DOE’s Fair
Student Funding evaluation has adjusted school’s funds. While this new budget includes a nearly
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$700 million increase in funding for public schools, I understand concerns about what this means
for students, teachers, and individual school budgets. I am committed to working with my
colleagues, the Speaker, and Mayor Adams to reevaluate funding prior to the start of this upcoming
school year, examining all federal stimulus funds, identifying specific impacted schools, and
pushing the DOE to prioritize those needs in their budget.
If you’d like more information on the budget, you can read further at
mailchi.mp/council.nyc.gov/highlights-of-the-citys-2022-2023-budget.

New York City Council Fiscal Year 2023 Budget

In Less Than Six Months, New York State Collected $302.3 million in Mobile
Sports Wagering Tax Revenue
July 8, 2022, Press Release
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced that…New York's mobile sports wagering program has far
surpassed…the Division of the Budget's FY 2022 revenue projections. According to New York State
data, the State has generated more than $302 million in tax revenue from mobile sports wagering
since January 8, 2022…According to GeoComply, a software firm used by sports books to ensure
geolocation requirements, more than 2.9 million unique player accounts have been created since
January, conducting nearly 707 million transactions. For FY 2023 and annually thereafter, revenues
from mobile sports wagering are distributed as follows: $5 million to fund sports programs for
underserved youths, $6 million to fund problem gambling education and treatment, and the
remaining majority to education aid.

DiNapoli warns of fiscal dangers as NY tries to emerge from pandemic
July 7, 2022, gothamist.com, by Michelle Bocanegra
New York State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli encouraged vigilance over the state’s spending as it
slowly emerges from the coronavirus pandemic, saying in a report released this week that it must
work toward sustainable spending as federal relief expires.
Comptroller’s report: State Fiscal Year 2022-23 Enacted Budget Financial Plan Report, July 2022

Government, executive orders, legislation,
rules, policies (including pending)
Women’s Right to Choose
Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney email of July 7, 2022
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I stand in righteous anger with my colleagues as we fight even harder against this horrible assault
on the right to choose, as I always have…I have dedicated my career to championing women’s rights
and protecting and expanding access to reproductive health care, and I vow again to tirelessly fight
for these fundamental rights. In particular, we must press the Senate to dispose of the filibuster so
we can pass the Women’s Health Protection Act (H.R. 3755), which would protect Roe from radical
conservatism by codifying Roe into law. We must also remove the Hyde Amendment, which bans
federal funding for abortion… Additionally, as Chairwoman of the Committee on Oversight and
Reform, I have been fighting hard to expand reproductive access. In February 2021, I called on the
FDA to lift medically unnecessary restrictions on medication abortion care, and was overjoyed when
the FDA heeded my concerns and issued a decision to lift in-person dispensing requirements on
mifepristone, expanding access to abortion care for patients across the country.
Related: Tech giants are bracing for a legal mess of abortion data subpoenas [paywall], report
Bloomberg’s Dina Bass and Mark Bergen.

Responding to the Supreme Court’s Decisions on Abortion
State Senator Liz Krueger’s Community Updates email, July 8, 2022
Last week the State legislature returned to Albany and passed legislation (S.51002) to update the
Equal Rights Amendment to be fully inclusive and codify the right to access abortion and other
reproductive health services in the State Constitution…The current State Constitution's equal rights
amendment, adopted in 1938, prohibits discrimination based on "race, color, creed, or religion." The
new amendment would add to that list ethnicity, national origin, age, disability and sex, including
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, pregnancy outcomes, and
reproductive healthcare and autonomy…New York is ensuring the strongest protection for abortion
and other reproductive care by enshrining these rights in our Constitution. The amendment will need
to pass again in the next legislative session and then will be put before the voters who have the final
say in amending the constitution.
Related: Governor

Hochul celebrates passage of a resolution to enshrine equal
rights into the New York State Constitution
July 1, 2022, Press release
Related: Governor

Hochul Announces $10 Million Available to Strengthen
Security at Reproductive Health Care Facilities
July 7, 2022, Press Release
Related: (recap) Governor

Hochul signs nation-leading legislative package to
protect abortion and reproductive rights for all
June 13, 2022, Press release
Comprehensive Six-Bill Package Protects Both Patients and Providers in Anticipation of Final
Decision by Supreme Court on Dobbs v. Jackson:
S.9039A/A.10094A Establishes a Cause of Action for Unlawful Interference with Protected Rights
S.9077A/A.10372A Relates to Legal Protection for Abortion Service Providers
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S.9079B/A.9687B Prohibits Misconduct Charges Against Healthcare Practitioners for Providing
Reproductive Health Services to Patients Who Reside in States Where Such Services Are Legal
S.9080B/A.9718B Prohibits Medical Malpractice Insurance Companies from Taking Adverse Action
Against a Reproductive Healthcare Provider Who Provides Legal Care
S.9384A/A.9818A Includes Abortion Providers and Patients in the Address Confidentiality Program
S.470/A.5499 Authorizes a Study to Examine Unmet Health and Resource Needs and Impact of
Limited Service Pregnancy Centers

More Family Court Judges in NYC
Source: State Senator Brad Hoylman, email of July 8, 2022
As Chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, I’m elated that Governor Hochul signed our legislation
(S.9466/A.10505) earlier this week that expands the number of family court judges in New York City
by four, from 56 to 60. Our families are suffering because of staggering case backlogs in NYC
Family Court. This legislation will help address the unacceptably long delays endured by litigants in
the NYC Family Court identified by NYC Bar Association and the Fund for Modern Courts in their
report earlier this year. Increasing the number of family court judges will help improve efficiency and
equal access to justice.

Governor Kathy Hochul appoints New York State’s first ever Chief Cyber
Officer
June 27, 2022, Press release
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced the appointment of Colin Ahern as the state's first ever
Chief Cyber Officer. A leading expert in cybersecurity, cyber resilience, and intelligence, Ahern will
lead cross-agency efforts to protect New York State from increasingly prevalent and sophisticated
cyber threats...Ahern will oversee all cyber threat assessment, mitigation, and response efforts—
working with executive management at every state agency to manage cyber risks and prevent
attacks. Ahern will also lead the recently-announced Joint Security Operations Center—a nationleading, first-of-its-kind hub for cyber threat detection and incident response...JSOC will be critical
to cyber threat information sharing—effectively linking New York State, New York City, local and
regional governments, critical infrastructure stakeholders, and federal partners.

NYC Limitations on the Use of Marijuana
Rule status: Adopted
Agency: DOHMH [Department of Health & Mental Hygiene]
Effective date: August 6, 2022
Adopted Rule Full Text
Ch.-10_NOA_Limitations-on-Use-of-Marihuana_7-7-22.pdf
Adopted rule summary:
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New York City’s Smoke-Free Air Act (“SFAA”) prohibits the smoking, including the smoking of
cannabis, in a range of locations, with certain other locations being exempt from the smoking
prohibition. The New York State Marihuana Regulation and Taxation Act (MRTA) amended section
1399-q of the New York Public Health Law to prohibit the smoking or vaping of cannabis in some of
the locations exempt by the SFAA and New York City regulations. To make the exemption
provisions consistent between the two laws, DOHMH is amending seven Chapter 10 sections by:
- adding definitions to section 10-01 and,
- amending sections 10-02, 10-04, 10-07, 10-10, and 10-16 to prohibit the smoking and vaping of
cannabis in areas that the New York Public Health Law prohibits such smoking and vaping.

Rainfall Ready NYC Action Plan Released
Mayor Adams, Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Aggarwala, and NYC
Emergency Management Commissioner Iscol released a plan to prepare the city government and
everyday New Yorkers for more extreme rainfall in the future. The city is making significant
investments in infrastructure to keep New Yorkers safe, and the Rainfall Ready NYC action plan
outlines additional steps New Yorkers can take to protect themselves and their property
www1.nyc.gov/site/dep/whats-new/rainfall-ready-nyc.page

Stories we are following
Experts Discuss Strategies for Boosting New York City Tourism Recovery
July 5, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Natalie Rash

Experts Analyze Future of New York City's Central Business Districts
May 3, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid
Related: Comptroller de Napoli's report, The Office
2021

Sector in New York City, October

Nation’s highest-taxed office buildings are all in one neighborhood
June 29, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Cailley LaPara
With its long history and concentration of skyscrapers, Manhattan is home to 82 of the 100 highesttaxed office buildings in the country, according to a new report. In fact, every one of the top 10 is in
Midtown, the analysis by PropertyShark https://www.propertyshark.com/Real-EstateReports/2022/06/22/highest-office-property-taxes-2021/ found. The list serves as a reminder that
for all the headlines about the district becoming dated or losing tenants to Hudson Yards, it remains
far and away the city’s and nation’s greatest repository of commercial property wealth...City
officials and landlords alike are watching with bated breath to see just how far office building
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values will fall in the coming years as office occupancy rates remain low. One study estimated that
New York’s office stock will decrease in value by 28 percent, or $49 billion, by 2029...That would
mean a sizable drop in tax revenue for the city. Just over half of New York City’s tax revenue comes
from real estate.

(opinion) Better Managing Public Space is Key to New York City’s Recovery
June 27, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Elizabeth Goldstein, Benjamin Prosky & Jackson Chabot
The activity on our streets, parks, and stoops helps define what makes New York special. These
spaces would not thrive without committed neighborhood volunteers who fill in the gaps in
management and operation on open streets, business corridors, and local parks as well as our
waterfronts, plazas, and natural areas. This over-reliance on neighborhood partners is emblematic
of a lack of a coordinated framework to adequately fund and manage our critical shared spaces.

New wave of fast-delivery stores spark worries they threaten bodegas,
isolate poor New Yorkers
July 9, 2022, gothamist.com, by Arun Venugopal
New York’s two-year-old law requiring local businesses to accept cash is seeing a new test, this
time from the fast-delivery groceries that flooded neighborhoods in the pandemic age, city officials
say…A spring survey by Councilmember Gale Brewer’s office showed the vast majority—better than
8 in 10—don’t accept cash, even though some also function like traditional groceries. Brewer said
the city is failing to regulate this growing industry, one that is backed by venture capital and has
been hyped in national media as the future of post-pandemic commerce. She complains the
businesses, sometimes referred to as “dark stores,” flout other city laws, such as pricing-display
rules, governing the commercial sector…In a statement, DCWP [Department of Consumer and
Worker Protection] spokesperson Abby Lootens said the agency was “actively enforcing” the ban on
cashless establishments, including those pertaining to “dark stores,” also known as micro
fulfillment centers…The landscape of these fast-delivery groceries and micro fulfillment centers is
still taking shape in New York, with big companies like Amazon as well as lesser-known ones,
including Gorillas, Gopuff and Getir, leading the charge. They proliferated during the pandemic,
taking off as more and more New Yorkers relied less on in-store shopping.

NYC Mayor Adams to work with Reps. Maloney, Nadler about what City Hall
knew about Ground Zero toxic air after 9/11
July 9, 2022, nydailynews.com, by Michael McAuliff
The two lawmakers have sought for years to have the city open its vault of legal and environmental
documents starting with the end of Rudy Giuliani’s reign in 2001 and the start of Mike Bloomberg’s
tenure in 2002… The idea is to get a similar accounting of the revelations made by the federal
government, which eventually came clean about knowing about the dangers posed by breathing the
air at Ground Zero, even though they insisted people return to work in lower Manhattan…“The time
has come for a full accounting of the history of 9/11 and the knowledge the city had about the
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health risks at Ground Zero and any potential cover-up of that information,” Maloney told the Daily
News. “I am grateful that Mayor Adams, a 9/11 responder himself, is acting on this request and am
looking forward to the briefing.”

Public service announcements
Utility Arrears Program / Energy Affordability Program
The Utility Arrears Program is a one-time credit to customers enrolled in the Energy Affordability
Program. These customers will see their unpaid utility bills, accumulated through May 1, 2022, paid
off. This one-time utility bill credit will be automatically applied to the accounts of eligible
customers enrolled in the EAP and will require no action on their part. Customers will begin seeing
the credits posted to their accounts by August 1, 2022. Relief will also be extended to eligible
customers that apply for the state’s Energy Affordability Program by December 31, 2022. You may
learn more about this program and apply here: oer.ny.gov/eap.

U.S. Postal Service Rates Increasing
Effective Sunday, July 10, the United States Postal Service will be increasing prices on certain goods
and services. Forever postage stamp prices will increase from 58 cents to 60 cents. Forever stamps
can be used regardless of when the stamp was purchased; you can use your old Forever stamps.
Read the US Postal Service’s statement on the rate increases. The Postal Service generally receives
no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products, and services to
fund its operations.

Useful COVID-19 information
New York State and NYC Most of the covid restrictions have been lifted. For information about
specific NY agencies, check with the agency’s website. Federal guidelines are still in effect. Learn
more at the links below.
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
Federal laws and regulations regarding covid cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/lawsregulations.html
CDC Interim Guidance for Fully Vaccinated People cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fullyvaccinated.html
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U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergencypreparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Guidance for U.S. Citizens
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html
Federal resources for small businesses that are impacted by covid covid-sb.org.
New York State reopening guidance for businesses forward.ny.gov and
governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf. Learn more at
forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance.
New York State information about reopening, covid rates and zones, vaccination program, covid
restrictions and guidance, travel advisory, etc. coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home.
NYS travel advisory coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory.
New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses)
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.
New York State Business Pandemic Recovery Initiative. The Empire State Development page with
information about grants, tax credits, and technical assistance programs for businesses affected
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more at esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative.
New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid19-main.page
The NYC Citywide Information Portal with resource guides for businesses and individuals,
including COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311
portal.311.nyc.gov.

Vaccinations
Vaccines are now readily available and are free. The NYC Vaccine Finder tells you everywhere in
NYC that vaccinations are available and the type of vaccination offered vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.
Vaccination data can be found on www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page.

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.
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Sites run by New York State are free coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there
will be charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19testing.page, call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.
For Murray Hill/Kips Bay
Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary; wait times are
unpredictable. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results quickly.
Test results usually come back in 1-2 days.
At-Home COVID-19 Tests Available at All NYPL Locations
The New York Public Library is offering New Yorkers free COVID-19 tests in partnership with the
City's Test & Trace Corps, now available at all NYPL locations. Tests are limited to one per
individual, while supplies last.

IMPORTANT: To stop the spread:
•
•
•
•
•

stay up to date with covid vaccinations
wear face coverings if you are unvaccinated, when you are with unvaccinated people, if you
have covid or have been exposed to covid
maintain distance (6 feet between people if unvaccinated)
practice good hand hygiene
stay home if sick (seek care if you feel seriously ill)

When community rates of infection are high, limit non-essential activities, travel and indoor
gatherings with people who are not vaccinated.

See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including
Testing
Vaccinations

The NYC Citywide Information Portal
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311
portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers. These resource
guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and housing, NYCHA residents, and
more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.
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The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts
at the links below.

Restaurant and Food Discounts
General Discounts

Our government representatives
When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites.
Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077,
District2@council.nyc.gov
NYC Council Member Erik Bottcher, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,
District3@council.nyc.gov.
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-8180580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov
NYC Council Member Julie Menin, Council District 5: council.nyc.gov/julie-menin, 212-788-6865,
District5@council.nyc.gov.
NYC Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams (speaker) SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov, 718-2062068 council.nyc.gov/district-28.
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300,
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline:
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
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Mayor Eric Adams: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message:
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page.
Dan Garodnick, Director, Department of City Planning, 120 Broadway, 31st Floor, New York, NY
10271, Tel. 212-720-3480, Fax. 212-720-3488, Email via website at
www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more.
New York Senate website nysenate.gov.
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov.
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-4909535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart,
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/HarveyEpstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/RichardN-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
Governor Kathy Hochul, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov,
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form:
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press
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releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefingroom/presidential-actions.

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2022.

Read our Privacy Statement
If you are not a member
or your membership has lapsed
please join/renew now
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!
Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org
You are receiving this email as a member of
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
or because you have signed up to receive our emails.
To be removed from this list,
send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org
with “Remove” in the subject.
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