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Information that may be of interest… 
May 16, 2022 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a 
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 

 
 

 
 

Photo gallery 

 

 
 
The construction fencing has been removed around The Morgan Library’s garden on 36th Street, and now you 
can get a sneak preview of the redesigned garden, which is still in progress. Look for the garden’s opening next 
month. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
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Created by Danish artist Bjørn Okholm Skaarup, Hippo Ballerina, Hippo Ballerina, pirouette and Rhino Harlequin, 
pirouette are now on display in Pershing Square West Plaza between 41st and 42nd Street across from Grand 
Central Terminal. Cavalier Gallery is presenting the sculptures, which will be on view through the end of the year. 
These sculptures are permitted as part of the New York City Department of Transportation's Art Program. 
 
 

 

 
 
How unexpected is the aroma of lilacs on 37th Street in Murray Hill! 
 

 
 

Transportation advisories 
 
Please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org Traffic Change Updates section to see the work notices for 
public projects in the neighborhood: the 2nd Avenue (and surrounding areas) infrastructure 
replacement project, Pershing Square East, and more.   
 
 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
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Commuter railroad ridership reaching higher levels 
Governor Kathy Hochul with the Metropolitan Transportation Authority today announced that both 
the Long Island Rail Road and Metro-North Railroad experienced record ridership this week at the 
highest levels since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. On Tuesday, May 10, Metro-North had 
an estimated 158,798 riders, 61 percent of the 2019 daily average, while on Wednesday, May 11, the 
LIRR had an estimated 178,100 riders, which was 62 percent of the 2019 daily average. The last 
time either railroad surpassed this level of ridership was March 12, 2020. 
Source: Press Release, Gov. Hochul’s office, May 13, 2022 
 
 
 

 
Subway Carried 3.497 Million Riders - the Highest Total Since the Pandemic 
Began  
May 6, 2022, Press release, governor.ny.gov 
Governor Hochul today announced that the New York City Subway set a new record for pandemic-
era single-day ridership on Thursday, May 5, carrying 3,497,122 riders. According to the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, this record beats the previous pandemic-era record set on 
December 9, 2021 when the subway carried 3.42 million and surpasses a pre-pandemic ridership 
figure of 3.491 million on the subway observed on March 13, 2020...To encourage ridership, the 
MTA has implemented a new fare-capping pilot program that make fares more affordable and 
flexible. The cap on weekly fares through the OMNY contactless payment system includes a "Lucky 
13" feature, in which starting with the 13th ride of each week, every additional ride on subways or 
buses is free for the rest of that week. Read the press release. 
 
 
 
 
 

MTA tells bus drivers to stop opening rear doors as part of fare evasion 
crackdown 
May 9, 2022, gothamist.com, by Stephen Nessen  
The new protocol, first reported by the New York Post, is part of a recent effort to crack down on 
what the MTA believes is widespread fare evasion on city buses...In a memo sent to bus operators, 
the MTA notes the center and rear doors on buses should no longer automatically open when the 
bus stops, unless there’s an emergency. And the rear door should only open when riders need to 
exit. The one exception is on Select Bus Service buses, where the MTA says it encourages rear door 
boarding because riders pay at a machine at the bus stop...The MTA has installed electronic OMNY 
fare readers at the back of all local buses, but it hasn’t activated them. An agency spokesperson 
said the MTA hasn’t decided when to begin using the rear door devices, but it is available at the 
front of all buses now. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-new-pandemic-era-ridership-record-set-new-york-city-subway-0
https://gothamist.com/news/mta-tells-bus-drivers-to-stop-opening-rear-doors-as-part-of-fare-evasion-crackdown
https://gothamist.com/news/mta-tells-bus-drivers-to-stop-opening-rear-doors-as-part-of-fare-evasion-crackdown
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Support local! 
 

Villa Berulia Restaurant 
Featuring: 
2-Course Prix Fixe lunch special ($29) 
Happy Hour (4pm-7pm) 
& 
Live Music Wednesdays (6:30 – 9:30pm) 
5/18  - Portuguese Fado Music (Portuguese cuisine) 
5/22 – Erich Johnson, jazz guitar virtuoso 
Villa Berulia 
107 East 34th Street (between Park & Lexington Avenue) 
212-689-1970 
villaberulia.com  
 
 
 

Ukraine aid 
 

New York State website with information about resources and aid for 
Ukrainians 
 
Ukrainian New York City residents can go online for more information or call Mayor's Office of 

Immigrant Affairs Immigration Legal Services Hotline at 800-354-0365 for connections to city-
funded, free, and safe immigration legal help, including help in applying for Temporary Protected 
Status.  

State Department program Uniting for Ukraine 
To help fulfill President Biden’s promise to temporarily resettle 100,000 Ukrainian refugees, the 
State Department has established Uniting for Ukraine, in which legal residents of the United States 
can apply to be sponsors of migrants under a process called Humanitarian Parole. Learn more at 
uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole. Welcome.US, a humanitarian group for 
refugee resettlement, has created a guide to the process (and offers a mailing list) for people 
interested in becoming a sponsor. “Sponsors may apply as individuals, as a group, or as a 
representative of a non-governmental agency. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) lists the eligibility requirements and the instructions for completing Form I-134 (the 
Declaration of Financial Support). 
[Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of 4/28/2022] 

Ukrainians in the U.S. since March 1 are eligible for Temporary Protective 
Status (TPS) for an 18 month period. CUNY’s Citizenship Now project is ready to help the 

Ukrainian community apply for this benefit. Call 646-664-6400. 
 

http://villaberulia.com/
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-state-stands-ukraine-resources-ukrainians-and-how-new-yorkers-can-help
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/help/city-services/resources-for-ukrainian-new-yorkers.page
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://ukraine.welcome.us/explainer
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-134instr.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/i-134
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COVID-19 updates 
 

The COVID-19 page on the NYC Department of Health website shows that the NYC alert 
level was raised to Medium (data taken 5/13/2022), due to an increasing rate of 
transmission. www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.  

 
 

 
 

COVID-19 Alert Levels 

Alert Level: Medium (case rates are increasing in zip code 10016, Manhattan and NYC, see Trends 
below) 

NYC Department of Health Guidance During Medium Alert Level 

At this time, follow these prevention tips to stop the spread of the virus: 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
http://ftc.gov/charity
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• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines: Get vaccinated and boosted. Vaccines are 
available for everyone ages 5 and older. Booster doses are available for everyone 12 
and older. 
 

o Visit the NYC COVID-19 and Flu Vaccine Finder or call 877-VAX4NYC (877-
829-4692) to find a vaccination site. This site can be searched by zip code 
and type of vaccine. 
 

o MTA popup vaccination site: Grand Central Terminal, Monday - Sunday 3 – 
8pm (no appointment necessary) 
 

o COVID-19: Vaccine 
 
• Wear a face mask in public indoor settings. Upgrade to higher-quality masks, including 

KN95, KF94, N95, or a cloth mask on top of a surgical mask. Higher-quality masks will 
most benefit people who are at high risk of severe illness, are over 65 or are 
unvaccinated. 
 

o Guidance for Face Masks 
 

• Get tested. Testing is especially important if you have COVID-19 symptoms or were 
recently in contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19. You should also get 
tested before and after traveling or getting together with others. 
 

o COVID-19: Testing 
 

• Stay home if sick or recently exposed. Follow all isolation and quarantine guidance, 
including wearing a face mask. COVID-19 is highly contagious. You can spread COVID-
19 even if you do not have symptoms. 
 

o COVID-19: What to Do When Sick 
 
• Wash your hands. Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds, or use a hand sanitizer. 
 
The NYC Health Department is following CDC’s COVID-19 Community Levels and will adjust 
the guidance based on their criteria. 
 
If NYC’s Alert Level is raised to High, the City will consider requiring face masks in all public 
indoor settings. 
 

 
 

https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccines.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-prevention-and-care.page#face
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-whensick.page
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In NYC, masks are required in health care facilities, congregate settings, and on public 
transportation. Proof of vaccination and masks may be required by employers, businesses and 
nonprofits.  

Masks are still required at school for 2-4 year old children. Learn more at schools.nyc.gov/school-
life/health-and-wellness/covid-information/health-and-safety-in-our-schools.  

 

 

 

Trends  

Data taken on 5/13/22 from NYC Department of Health Covid Data page  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page shows case rates for zip code 
10016, Manhattan and NYC. The graph below compares Case Rates for zip code 10016, Manhattan 
and NYC. All are increasing. 

 

 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/health-and-wellness/covid-information/health-and-safety-in-our-schools
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/health-and-wellness/covid-information/health-and-safety-in-our-schools
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page
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Therapies  

High-risk people are eligible for the new anti-viral pills. Take a covid test and contact your doctor 
within a couple of days of having symptoms, to request a prescription. The anti-viral Paxlovid pill is 
most effective when prescribed shortly after symptoms begin, and sharply reduces the chances a 
COVID illness will become severe. It is prescribed as three pills taken twice a day for five days. 
Molnupiravir is taken as four pills twice a day for five days. The pills are available for high-risk adults 
and must be taken soon after symptoms appear.  

The monoclonal antibody treatment Bebtelovimab remains approved, and is rated as effective 
against BA.2.  

 
 

Medicare will pay for at-home Coronavirus tests, as many as eight tests per month, 

under Part B Medicare at participating national pharmacy chains. 

 

 

 
 
 

NY lawmakers mark grim milestone as US nears 1 million COVID deaths 
May 12, 2022, gothamist.com, by Catalina Gonella  
The United States has lost nearly one million lives to the coronavirus pandemic, according to data 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and elected leaders in New York are marking 
the solemn moment...According to CDC data, the United States marked 996,376 deaths as of 
Thursday evening, including 71,068 people in New York. More than 40,000 of those deaths were in 
New York City, records showed...The mayor ordered flags at City Hall and at all other city buildings 
throughout the boroughs to be lowered to half-staff though May 16th...Earlier this month, New York 
City raised its own COVID level to “medium,” reflecting rising transmission citywide. Meanwhile, the 
federal government has stopped accepting reimbursement claims for COVID-19-related services as 
Congress has struggled to approve more pandemic aid. 

 

 
 

Serving as NYC’s doctor while meeting Eric Adams’ expectations 
May 9, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough 

Ashwin Vasan walks a fine line between sound public health policy and “getting stuff done.”...New 
York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Commissioner Dr. 
Ashwin Vasan...said New York was in a tricky place. In many ways, the city was on solid footing; 

87% of all eligible New Yorkers have received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, boosters are 

https://www.medicare.gov/medicare-coronavirus
https://gothamist.com/news/ny-lawmakers-mark-grim-milestone-as-us-nears-1-million-covid-deaths
https://www.cityandstateny.com/personality/2022/05/serving-nycs-doctor-while-meeting-eric-adams-expectations/366656
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widely available, and antiviral treatments are available for free, same-day delivery (with priority given 
to high-risk patients)...But...epidemiologists continually warn that health care systems must be 
ready for the possibility that new variants and subvariants could be more transmissible, evade 
existing vaccines and cause more instances of severe illness...Dealing with those potential 
problems might be easier if all New Yorkers were on the same page about how to manage the 
changing risks...“This is arguably the most complicated time to lead on COVID,” said Manhattan 
Borough President Mark Levine, who chaired the City Council Health Committee during much of the 
pandemic. “In the midst of a full-blown crisis, it’s easier to motivate the public and easier to 
message. Now that COVID has receded in many people’s minds as a threat, it’s harder to motivate 
the public.”...Ultimately, the city’s response to future spikes or new variants will be determined by 
Mayor Eric Adams, and Vasan is just one of many voices whispering in his ear. Vasan has one thing 
going for him – daily COVID-19 briefings with Adams to go over the data, latest trends and how to 
communicate the state of the pandemic to the public...Adams’ messaging about the pandemic has 
focused on moving forward as hospitalizations and deaths have declined...The city’s current 
messaging about the pandemic has left some wanting, however. “I would like to see stronger 
messaging from the city to remind people that this is still a time for caution,” Levine said...Vasan 
put a particular focus on improving access to mental health care, referring to the lack of such 
access as a “second pandemic.” [Prior to being appointed to lead the NYC DHMH, Dr. Vasan led 
Fountain House, a mental health nonprofit.] 
 
 

 
 

People Are Getting Repeat Covid Infections More Often 
May 13, 2022, bloomberg.com, by Madison Muller 
Getting Covid. Again. And again.  
After the omicron surge this winter, there was hope that all those infections would at least mean 
that Covid would lay low for a while and give us all a bit of a break. It’s starting to seem like that 
might not be the case...There’s a lot we don’t know about these reinfections...It’s unclear how 
frequently reinfections occur or which variants people are getting reinfected with. That’s just not 
currently part of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Covid data collection...“It feels 
like the first time in two years that no matter if someone is really careful and does everything right, it 
won’t be surprising if they end up getting Covid,” Bob Wachter, the chair of medicine at University of 
California, San Francisco, told me. “We’re unquestionably in a surge.” 
 
 
 
 

Should I get an illicit booster?  
I'm under 50, have no health issues that I know of and haven't had Covid yet. 
Is there any downside to getting a fourth shot? 
Source: Bloomberg Prognosis email of 5/15/2022 
Covid appears to be on the rise again in the US and many parts of the world...At the moment, fourth 
shots are recommended only for those with more risk of becoming severely ill from Covid. But 
evidence so far suggests that booster shots do indeed help ward off infection, at least for a little 
while. So, the logic goes, why not get that unsanctioned fourth shot...when the Centers for Disease 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2022-05-13/people-are-getting-repeat-covid-infections-more-often
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2022-05-15/coronavirus-daily-q-a-i-m-healthy-and-under-50-should-i-boost
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Control and Prevention’s advisory panel met last month to discuss boosters, several members said 
that anyone who isn’t currently in a recommended category to receive another shot should wait until 
the next generation of boosters arrive...Both Pfizer and Moderna are currently in trials with omicron-
specific booster shots. 
 
 
 
 
 

Medicare and Medicaid are extending enrollment periods 
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger’s email of 5/12/2022 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services is providing relief to individuals who could not 
submit premium-Part A or Part B enrollment or disenrollment requests timely due to challenges 
contacting the Social Security Administration by phone. This relief applies to the 2022 General 
Enrollment Period, Initial Enrollment Period, and Special Enrollment Period.  
If you were unable to enroll or disenroll in Medicare because you could not reach the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) by phone after January 1, 2022, you will be granted additional time, through 
December 30, 2022. For more information, call 1-800-772-1213 or use the SSA Office Locator to find 
the number for a local office. 
 
 
 
 
 
More Covid-19 information for Murray Hill (zip codes 10016, 10017) towards the bottom of this 
newsletter at the section NYC’s Reopening. 
 
 
 

Kudos! 
 

Celebrating 50 Years of Bellevue Day Center 
On May 13, State Senator Brad Hoylman joined the students and staff at Bellevue Day Center to 
celebrate their 50th anniversary. For half a century, Bellevue has provided on-site child care for the 
children of Bellevue Hospital employees and our local community. Affordable child care is one of 
the nation’s biggest challenges, which Bellevue has long helped address-- for our critical frontline 
health care workers and the public. Learn more at bellevuedaycarecenter.org.  
 
 
 
 

Community Board Six worked with the city to achieve better drainage at the 
northeast corner of 34th Street and 2nd Avenue 
CB6 was alerted to serious ponding after rainfalls at the northeast corner of East 34th Street and 
2nd Avenue. The ponding, which remained at the corner for days, presented a hazard to cyclists 
using the 2nd Avenue bike lane, an accessibility issue to people with disabilities relying on the 

https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp
https://www.bellevuedaycarecenter.org/
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pedestrian ramp at the intersection, and a potential health hazard with the standing water. The 
solution to this problem was to install a new catch basin at this corner. CB6 was aware that new 
catch basins are seldom installed in New York City, because the city's infrastructure is logistically 
complex, and catch basins are not possible at certain sites. Nevertheless, CB6 contacted and 
worked with the NYC Department of Design and Construction's MED607 Kips Bay water main 
project staff, who were able to relocate utilities underneath the street and to construct a new catch 
basin at that corner. The corner can now better handle heavy rainfalls and is more usable for 
cyclists and pedestrians alike. Our thanks to CB6 and the MED607 management and staff! If you 
need help, contact CB6 at help@cbsix.org, call 212-319-3750, or fill out their Get Help form 
cbsix.org/get-help.  
 
 
 

Make your views known 

 

Central Business District Tolling Program (congestion pricing):  
The Early Outreach Comment Period ended on April 27. Dates for the formal public comment 
period on the Environmental Assessment will be announced soon. City officials expect Congestion 
Pricing to begin in 2023, with the build-out of the tolling to be started in 2022. The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (MTA), New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) and New 
York City Department of Transportation (NYCDOT) are the local agencies managing the Central 
Business District Tolling Program (CBDTP), a regional project to fund the MTA, also known as 
congestion pricing. Information on the CBDTP proposal, including links to past presentations may 
be found at new.mta.info/project/CBDTP  Based on early public outreach, the proposal has received 
more than 7,000 comments in the tri-state area to-date. You can watch the public meetings that 
have been held about the program on the MTA’s YouTube channel under the CBDTP playlist 
youtube.com/user/mtainfo under the CBDTP playlist 
youtube.com/watch?v=GIXsntJrv1c&list=PLZHkn788ZQJN8EcIHc8LhDnu2693a-hwW.  
 

Feds send MTA 430 questions on plan for congestion pricing in NYC 
April 22, 2022, nydailynews.com, by Clayton Guse 
MTA officials have some explaining to do before they can move forward with congestion pricing 
plans for lower Manhattan, transit officials said Friday. The Federal Highway Administration on 
March 11 sent the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 430 technical comments and questions 
about the scheme, which aims to toll motorists who drive in Manhattan south of 60th St. and use 
the proceeds to pay for improvements to mass transit in and around the city. The Federal Highway 
Administration sent the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 430 technical comments and 
questions about the city’s congestion pricing scheme, which aims to toll motorists who drive in 
Manhattan south of 60th St. and use the proceeds to pay for improvements to mass transit in and 
around the city, the Daily News reports. The response came after MTA officials on Feb. 10 
submitted a draft environmental review to the feds, a process required because New York receives 
federal funding to maintain many Manhattan streets...[MTA chairman Janno] Lieber said his team 
aims to answer the questions quickly, and release the final environmental review this summer. Once 
that happens, the MTA plans public hearings about the tolling program throughout New York, 
Connecticut and New Jersey. New York state lawmakers approved congestion pricing in April 2019 
and the MTA initially planned to launch the tolls in early 2021. 
 

mailto:help@cbsix.org
https://cbsix.org/get-help
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
https://www.youtube.com/user/mtainfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIXsntJrv1c&list=PLZHkn788ZQJN8EcIHc8LhDnu2693a-hwW
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/ny-congestion-pricing-janno-lieber-federal-review-20220422-wwjvwbzsrvgprnfhwfjhylqnca-story.html
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MTA expects congestion pricing to start at the end of 2023 
March17, 2022, gothamist.com, by Jen Chung 
During a budget hearing with the New York City Council's transportation committee this week, MTA 
Director of Capital Program Management Steve Berrang revealed that the agency expects the 
federal government to approve the environmental review later this year, which will be followed by a 
year-long process of installing the congestion pricing infrastructure. Congestion pricing will feature 
tolls for drivers south of 60th Street in Manhattan, not including the FDR Drive and the West Side 
Highway. The fees for cars and trucks have not been determined — it could be $9 to $23 for EZ-
Pass and more for tolls-by-mail. Governor Kathy Hochul's budget proposes that licenses cannot be 
obscured so drivers get away without paying for the tolls. The MTA said it hopes to generate $1 
billion in revenue annually, as well as another $15 billion from selling bonds...Besides helping fund a 
large portion of the MTA's 2020-2024 capital program, the agency estimates that congestion 
pricing—also known as the "Central Business Tolling District"—would help avoid 17 million metric 
tons of greenhouse gas emissions and save $100 million healthcare costs from reduced emissions. 
Revenue from congestion pricing will go towards paying for the cost of the infrastructure and 
construction, and then the monies will go to New York City Transit, Long Island Rail Road, and 
Metro-North, for things like new signals and train cars, as well as accessibility. 
 

Related: ‘Stay in Jersey’ Has Some Merit 
May 5, 2022, curbed.com, by Alissa Walker 
The MTA is currently...holding public meetings about congestion pricing, a proposal to reduce 
vehicular traffic by tolling drivers heading into Manhattan. But it seems the largest show of support 
so far is coming from a member of Congress from New Jersey telling his constituents to protest the 
plan by refusing to drive into the city. Which is exactly the point of the plan — to have fewer drivers, 
and therefore fewer cars, on the streets. So, Representative Josh Gottheimer of New Jersey’s Fifth 
District … thank you?...Sure, he’s mostly just advising his constituents in the northernmost part of 
the state to start working at office parks in Jersey. 
 

Related: Experts Analyze Future of New York City's Central Business Districts 
May 3, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid 
The COVID-19 pandemic has wreaked havoc on New York City’s core Central Business Districts–
particularly Midtown Manhattan and Lower Manhattan–which are home to the businesses and 
industries that are the biggest drivers of the city’s economy…the real shift has been businesses 
adopting fully-remote and hybrid work models, with the rate of in-office workers still at 37.1% of pre-
pandemic levels, according to State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli’s office. With white-collar workers 
staying home, companies gave up their leases and shrank office space, leading to increasing office 
vacancy rates which remained at 21% in the second quarter of 2022, levels that the city hasn’t seen 
in three decades, per the Comptroller’s office. The market value of office buildings fell by $28.6 
billion citywide in the fiscal year 2022 final assessment roll, the first drop since fiscal year 2000, 
leading to a significant decrease in property taxes for the city, an essential source of revenue used 
to pay for government services. 
 
Read the results of a survey sent last year to The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s email 
list: survey results.  
 
 
 
 

https://gothamist.com/news/mta-expects-congestion-pricing-to-start-at-the-end-of-2023
https://www.curbed.com/2022/05/josh-gottheimer-stay-in-jersey-troll.html
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/11274-future-new-york-city-central-business-district
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=11809&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
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This massive development proposed by the state agency, Empire Development Corporation, does not have to 
follow NYC zoning rules. The height and density of the proposed buildings is far greater than current zoning 
rules allow. It provides little affordable residential housing, no deeply affordable housing, and does not provide 
for affordable commercial spaces. Current residents and small businesses will be displaced. Such types of 
development have been characterized in the New York Times as a deeply flawed “precarious urban 
monoculture.” NYC taxpayers may end up footing the bill if the expected revenues from these projects do not 
materialize.  

 

Penn Station Neighborhood Redevelopment Plan updates 
 
(opinion) This Penn Station plan is a train wreck 
May 13, 2022, nydailynews.com, by Layla Law-Gisiko 
Law-Gisiko is chair of the Land Use, Housing and Zoning Committee; Manhattan Community Board 
5 and a candidate for state Assembly. 
 
Taxpayers May Foot Bill for Penn Station Revitalization, Report Says 
May 9, 2022, nytimes.com, by Matthew Haag and Dana Rubinstein 
To restore the ailing Pennsylvania Station, both Gov. Kathy Hochul and her predecessor endorsed 
an extraordinary reimagining of Midtown Manhattan with 10 super-tall skyscrapers—among the 
largest real estate projects in American history. The ambitious undertaking would be...necessary, 
they said, as the development of new towers would help pay for much-needed improvements at 
Penn Station, which was, before the pandemic, the busiest train station in the Western 
Hemisphere...But just as New York State is set to approve the project as soon as next month, a new 
analysis by New York City’s Independent Budget Office has raised serious questions about the 
financial viability of the development, the state’s role in it and the possibility that taxpayers would 
have to foot the bill if the revenue...fails to materialize...Officials have not reviewed whether a 
simple rezoning of the area to spur redevelopment could produce greater economic benefits and 
property-tax collections than the state’s project. 

 
(Take a deep dive into the financial structure of this project.) 

New York City Independent Budget Office Fiscal Brief: On Track or Off the Rails? 

https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-penn-station-plan-20220513-sftdtq6mnrhwfpdxlat7d6vawq-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/09/nyregion/penn-station-revitalization-taxes.html
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/on-track-or-off-the-rails-new-york-states-plan-to-use-new-development-to-fund-penn-station-improvements-leaves-many-open-questions-for-new-york-city-and-state-may-2022.pdf
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New York State’s Plan to Use New Development to Fund Penn Station 
Improvements Leaves Many Open Questions for New York City and State  

(21 pages), May 2022  
[Extracts from the IBO report] The most immediate component of the GPP is to provide a financing 
plan for the reconstruction of Penn Station. The reconstruction, likely to be led by the MTA in 
consultation with Amtrak, will renovate and improve the existing subterranean levels at Penn 
Station to facilitate train movements and improve the user experience. The reconstruction calls for 
raising the concourse ceilings and bringing in natural light via skylights to make the waiting areas 
and hallways more inviting. [Editor's note: In recent articles in the press and a talk given to the 
Association for a Better New York on May 9 by Janno Lieber, CEO and Chair of the MTA 
tv.cuny.edu/show/abnypresents/PR2011406, it has been reported that the above capital projects 
are already in progress and have Federal funding; they are expected to be completed on 
schedule.]...The railroads at Penn Station cite considerable urgency to complete these upgrades in 
the next few years. Amtrak and Long Island Rail Road trains now board from the recently opened 
Moynihan Train Hall, across 8th Avenue from Penn Station, which has reduced the pressure on the 
main station’s capacity. The connection of some Long Island Rail Road service to Grand Central 
Terminal through the MTA’s East Side Access project, expected to be completed later this year, will 
further help free up tracks and platforms to undergo improvements. The MTA has described this 
four- to five-year period before some Metro-North trains are brought into Penn Station in 2027 as a 
“window of opportunity” to complete the bulk of the structural work without major impacts on train 
service. Given that the MTA and Amtrak have not yet released a master plan, whether major 
upgrades will be accomplished within this timeframe remains uncertain...In announcing revisions to 
the project plan in November 2021, the Hochul Administration emphasized fast-tracking the 
improvements to the existing Penn Station. The governor’s changes decouple station improvements 
from the proposed southward expansion of Penn Station, which requires additional layers of federal 
approval...This separation between the renovation and expansion projects has yet to be formally 
included in an amended GPP (General Project Plan)...A central aspect of the Penn Station Area 
Project GPP is the construction of 10 new commercial and mixed-use buildings at eight 
development sites between Sixth and Ninth Avenues and West 30th and West 34th Streets. 
According to the GPP, as an arm of the state, ESD would take title of the eight sites, thereby 
removing them from the city’s property tax roll, and in turn, ESD would enter into ground leases with 
private developers. Developers of the sites would make payments in lieu of property taxes (PILOTs) 
to ESD, and the state would use this income to service bonds or other debt issued to fund the 
station and neighborhood improvements and potential expansion...Five development sites—Sites 4 
through 8—are wholly or partially already controlled by one real estate company, Vornado Realty 
Trust...ESD would use its statutory authority to override local zoning laws and set its own standards 
for design aspects such as height, bulk, and building setbacks for the eight sites. ESD’s proposal 
would only affect the eight specified development sites, and 1 Penn Plaza—an existing office 
building which sits directly in between Sites 4 and 5. The existing building at 1 Penn Plaza would 
have its tax lot redrawn in the process of creating Sites 4 and 5. All other property parcels in the 
immediate area would remain subject to their current city zoning...The floor area ratio equivalents 
under the proposed revision would range from 13.0 to 30.0, allowing for greater density than current 
city zoning...The proposed development would be mainly composed of commercial Class A office 
space, with smaller amounts planned for residential, hotel, community facility space, and 
retail...Sections of West 31st, West 32nd, and West 33rd Streets are proposed to become shared 
streets—streets on which pedestrians and bicyclists are prioritized, while allowing for slow-moving 
vehicular traffic...Two of the proposed development sites would disrupt an existing privately-owned 
public space at 1 Penn Plaza...New York State, through ESD, proposes using revenues generated by 

https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/on-track-or-off-the-rails-new-york-states-plan-to-use-new-development-to-fund-penn-station-improvements-leaves-many-open-questions-for-new-york-city-and-state-may-2022.pdf
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/on-track-or-off-the-rails-new-york-states-plan-to-use-new-development-to-fund-penn-station-improvements-leaves-many-open-questions-for-new-york-city-and-state-may-2022.pdf
https://tv.cuny.edu/show/abnypresents/PR2011406
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the new private commercial development around the station to finance the station reconstruction, 
neighborhood public space and transit improvements, and the potential station expansion. 
(Because the residential development will be required to have an affordable housing component, 
ESD has indicated that it is not planning to enter into PILOT agreements for the residential 
buildings.) Under the proposed variant of value capture financing, ESD would override local zoning 
rules for the eight development sites, acquire title to the sites at the time they are developed, and 
then use at least some of the PILOT revenue—expected to increase due to the benefit of transit 
improvements and zoning change—to pay down the debt. ESD has indicated that it intends to 
provide the city with revenue equivalent to what the city’s Department of Finance currently collects 
in property taxes on the eight development sites (with annual escalation based on expected growth 
without the new development) [NOTE: …natural improvements [and increased tax revenues for NYC] 
would [be expected to] take place with the transit improvements]...New York State cannot issue 
general obligation debt without first putting it to vote via a ballot referendum. To bypass this, the 
state generally does its bond financing via public authorities, such as ESD and MTA...The state 
must hold ownership of the development sites in order to remove them from the city property tax 
roll and instead have the properties enter into PILOT agreements...open questions make it 
impossible for IBO to evaluate the financing proposal and quantify its impact on the city and state 
...For development proposed in the GPP, it remains unclear if discounts would be necessary to spur 
new investment...Value capture financing is riskier than financing using traditional state and local 
debt, and therefore ESD should provide a clear justification for using a value capture or tax 
increment financing framework rather than traditional financing... New York State’s plan would 
finance present day public improvements with revenue from future private development. One major 
question is how long is the expected gap between incurring the costs of the Penn Station 
improvements and when the revenues from new development are sufficient to pay for those 
improvements...If PILOTs come up short relative to expected revenues, what level of government 
would be responsible to make up the difference?...A related but more optimistic consideration is 
what happens if the PILOT revenue exceeds original estimates—would surplus revenue remain with 
ESD, revert to the city, or be shared?...ESD has supplied no information for the Penn Station 
reconstruction and expansion projects on how the MTA would identify savings, or how ESD would 
cover additional costs in the event of insufficient revenue or cost overruns...Financial Baseline 
Projections and Stress Tests Needed...Taxing or Relocating Madison Square Garden. The Penn 
Station Area Project does not propose any changes to Madison Square Garden, which sits directly 
atop the existing Penn Station train complex. The Garden operates under a special zoning permit 
that allows for an arena on that lot. The permit is set to expire in 2023, and will be up for renewal by 
City Council...Under the Koch Administration, the city gave Madison Square Garden an annual tax 
exemption in perpetuity, presently valued at $43 million annually...This exemption is granted 
through state law and remains in effect unless the state amends the section of the law or the arena 
is no longer the home to professional major league basketball and hockey teams...While [the IBO] 
could not draw any definitive conclusions on how Hudson Yards impacted other Class A office 
space, or know how the proposed Penn Station Class A office space would similarly play out, the 
latter development would be particularly attractive in terms of location and transit 
accessibility...Any downward pressure new commercial office space may have on other existing 
commercial office space, could in turn negatively impact the city’s property tax collections...Public 
hearings and comment periods on the Penn Station Area Project wrapped up in February 2022. 
Next, ESD will review and respond to any substantive public comments, and then anticipates 
presenting a Final Environmental Impact Statement and modified GPP to its Board of Directors for 
approval this spring or summer...Furthermore, New York State is only one of multiple government 
partners with a stake in the Penn Station Area Project. The transit infrastructure components 
involve cooperation with New Jersey, the federal Department of Transportation, Amtrak, the MTA, 
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NJ Transit, and the Port Authority of NY and NJ, among others. The state of New Jersey and other 
partners also need to be more transparent about how they plan to finance their portions of Penn 
Station improvements to allow for a more complete picture of how likely this project is to be fully 
funded beyond just New York State’s contributions. 
 

 
 

Jobs, fellowship opportunities 
 

The NYC Board of Elections has open positions for computer programmers, 
system analysts, and more 
Learn more at vote.nyc/page/employment-opportunities.  
 
 

 
The NY State Board of Elections has openings for poll workers 
Poll workers are needed for the primary during Early Voting, June 18th to June 26th, and Primary 
Day, June 28th, and for the general election during Early Voting, October 29th to November 6th, and 
Election Day, November 8th. You are eligible to serve as a poll worker if you: are a New York State 
registered voter. If you are 17 years old, you may be eligible if your school district participates in a 
program under Education Law Section 3207-a. Interpreters do not need to be registered voters. You 
will be assigned within the county where you live. If you live in New York City, you will be assigned 
within the five boroughs. This is a paid position. Learn more and apply at 
elections.ny.gov/BecomePollworker.html.  
 
 
 

 
NY Waterway is hiring 
Learn more at nywaterway.com/Employment.aspx.  
 
 

 

Join the Bryant Park Team  
More information on the open positions, and how to apply, is available at bryantpark.org/about-
us?mc_cid=a2732f70ed&mc_eid=1165e24a4c#job-openings.  

 

 

PS116 is looking for crossing guards 

https://www.vote.nyc/page/employment-opportunities
https://www.elections.ny.gov/BecomePollworker.html
https://www.nywaterway.com/Employment.aspx
https://bryantpark.org/about-us?mc_cid=a2732f70ed&mc_eid=1165e24a4c#job-openings
https://bryantpark.org/about-us?mc_cid=a2732f70ed&mc_eid=1165e24a4c#job-openings
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May 30 (application deadline) 

The Center for Fiction is accepting applications for its Susan Kamil Emerging 
Writers Fellowships 
Eligibility: it’s open to “early-career New York City-based practitioners who are at a critical moment 
in their development as fiction writers.” Grantees receive $5,000, two public readings, editing 
sessions with experienced editors, networking opportunities, a professional headshot, and inclusion 
in an anthology. More information at centerforfiction.org/grants-awards/nyc-emerging-writers-
fellowship.  
 

 

https://centerforfiction.org/grants-awards/nyc-emerging-writers-fellowship
https://centerforfiction.org/grants-awards/nyc-emerging-writers-fellowship
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/careers/civilians/school-crossing-guard.page
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How you can help 
 

New York City has a blood shortage emergency 
School breaks and increased travel have caused a dramatic decrease in blood donations; types O 
and B have dropped to 1-to-2-day level. Appointments are preferred but walk-ins allowed as social 
distancing permits. All donors must wear a mask that covers their mouth and nose, regardless of 
vaccination status. One pint of blood can save up to 3 lives! Tap Donate blood > Where to donate to 
see the donation locations. Learn more at donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/center/96.  
Local donation center:  
Grand Central Donor Center 
Chanin Building 
115 East 41st Street 
800-933-2566 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
May 21    10am – 12pm 

It's My Park Day at St. Vartan Park 
This It’s My Park season, volunteer with Friends of St. Vartan Park, The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association and others to clean and plant throughout St. Vartan Park. Volunteers will meet in front 
of the park building stairs (east end of the park). For more information, please contact 
friendsofsvp@gmail.com. Sign up to help at signupgenius.com/go/508054BA4AF2CA3F85-green.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/center/96
mailto:friendsofsvp@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054BA4AF2CA3F85-green
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May 31   6 - 8pm 

Shop to Support Earning Hands 
Earning Hands is a program of Women Development Services, a ministry of the Diocese of Raiwind, 
Church of Pakistan. Through this program, women who have been exploited in the sex trade 
develop skills that enable them to earn an income, raise their families out of poverty, and break the 
cycle of generational prostitution. Items created by Pakistani women in the Earning Hands sewing 
and embroidery workshop—including clothing, scarves, handbags and jewelry—will be on display 
and available for purchase in the Parish House.  Accepted forms of payment include credit card, 
personal check and cash. RSVP and access an evite to forward to friends.  
at Church of the Incarnation Parish House 
209 Madison Avenue (between 35th & 36th Street) 
 
 
 

 
Join a MHNA committee 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is an all-volunteer organization. We need your help to 
keep the Association’s work going. Volunteering can be for individual events, such as the Street 
Festival, and also for ongoing activities, such as Membership. Many administrative activities can be 
done remotely. Learn more about the different committees. If you are interested in joining a 
committee, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.   
 
 

 
May 31 (application deadline) 

Join the Port Authority’s Terminal Advisory Council 
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey is again seeking interested individuals, who 
regularly commute through or live near the Midtown Bus Terminal, to serve on the agency's Port 
Authority Bus Terminal Advisory Council. The volunteer Advisory Council launched in July 2019, 
with the objective of providing input to facility management on operations, customer service issues, 
and community impacts from operations. Members meet every two months, either in person or via 

https://www.evite.com/event/02AF77SRJU2IO4UXIEPM2F7ZJ53VBI/rsvp?utm_campaign=send_sharable_link&utm_source=evitelink&utm_medium=sharable_invite
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article-detail.cfm?QID=10128&clientID=11037&topicID=0&Thispage=Committees
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
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teleconference, and serve for two-year terms. Applications to participate on the council must be 
received by May 31, 2022. Applications are available online at panynj.gov/PABTAC. Completed 
applications can be emailed to PABTAC@panynj.gov.  
 
 
 

 
Take the Freelance Isn't Free Survey 
The Freelance Isn't Free Act is a new bill based on New York City's landmark 2016 law of the same 
name. The bill would provide basic protections against wage theft to freelancers not currently 
covered by our state's Labor Law. Senator Gounardes’ team invites you to fill out a new survey by 
the Freelancers Union. They're looking to collect information about the impact of non or late 
payment from freelancers across the state. Take the survey. 
 
 
 

 
For businesses, nonprofits and buildings 
 
 
 
May 18    3 - 4pm  

(virtual) Unleash the Power of Your Business' Origin Story 
Just like the superhero that you are, you have a compelling story to tell about how you became the 
amazing entrepreneur you are today. But, this story isn’t just any old story about the founding of 
your business. When told in the right way, it’s a powerful tool that helps you attract and qualify 
leads, and, yes, sell your audience on your unique offers and the deep value you deliver. Presented 
by the New York Public Library. Speaker: Lauren Fleshler. Learn more and register at 
nypl.org/events/programs/2022/05/18/unleash-power-your-business-origin-story.  
 
 

Festival of New York  
This summer marks the inaugural Festival of New York, a collaboration and celebration of the best 
this city has to offer: art, culture, and much more. From Memorial Day to Labor Day, New Yorkers 
are banding together for live musical events, city-wide dance parties, neighborhood sports, 
volunteer opportunities, and so much more. The Festival offers the chance to grow, connect, and 
take action, all while celebrating everything that makes our city the place to be.  
Learn more about how your business or organization can get involved at festivalofny.com.  
 
 

 
June 10 (next deadline) 

Manhattan Chamber’s Small Business Digital Shopping Guides 
The Manhattan Chamber of Commerce Foundation, with support from Wells Fargo, is announcing 
an initiative to help businesses reach out to a larger group of potential customers. Local businesses 

https://www.panynj.gov/bus-terminals/en/port-authority/about-pabt.html
mailto:PABTAC@panynj.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeB3Y9HRqwRetBEfily6eRJWh5gMmTG3s48YiJ42pPTKyoSDA/viewform
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2022/05/18/unleash-power-your-business-origin-story
https://www.festivalofny.com/
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can submit information about a discount offer or special product they want highlighted in one of 
Manhattan Chamber’s Small Business Digital Shopping Guides. Sign up for this free offer. 
mailchi.mp/manhattancc/events-33280?e=b6bb400906.  Below are the five guidebooks to be 
distributed in 2022 and the deadlines to submit your information:  
Pride Month (June): Highlight LGBT-owned businesses in New York.  
Deadline for submission: June 10.  
Hispanic Heritage Month (September): Highlight Latinx-owned businesses in New York City. 
Deadline for submission: September 16.  
Small Business Saturday/Holiday Guide (November): Highlight small businesses located 
throughout New York City with a special section to showcase legacy businesses that have been 
here for 50 years or more. Deadline for submission: November 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
June 30 (deadline for applications) 

2022 Grand Central Holiday Fair—Calling all artisans! 
Important dates 
Application Deadline: June 30, 2022 
Acceptances and Agreements Sent: July 29, 2022 
Non-refundable Fees ($12,500) and Signed Agreements Due: September 1, 2022 
Fee for New Signage Due: October 14, 2022 
Final payment ($6,000) Due: October 14, 2022 
Vendor Load In: November 12-13, 2022 
Fair Open: November 14, 2022 – December 24, 2022 (Closed Thanksgiving Day) 
Learn more at grandcentralterminal.com/holiday-fair-application-2022.  
 
 
 
 

Applications are open for Holiday Shops at Bryant Park 
Local artisan goods and gifts curated by Urbanspace...The Holiday Shops at Bank of America 
Winter Village is one of the top seasonal markets in the country...Urbanspace is currently accepting 
applications for the 2022-2023 season. Apply at form.jotform.com/220945370198158. Learn more 
urbanspacenyc.com.  
 
 
 

 
As of May 6, 2022, the COVID-19 EIDL funds are exhausted 
The U.S. Small Business Administration is no longer accepting COVID-19 EIDL loan increase 
requests or requests for reconsideration. Approved borrowers that have not signed their loan 
closing documents must do so by May 16, 2022, or will face delayed disbursement or possible loss 
of funding. The COVID-19 EIDL portal (https://covid19relief1.sba.gov/Account/Login, also known as 
the "RAPID portal") will close on May 16, 2022. Borrowers should download their loan documents 
from the portal prior to this date. Learn more 

https://mailchi.mp/manhattancc/events-33280?e=b6bb400906
https://www.grandcentralterminal.com/holiday-fair-application-2022
https://form.jotform.com/220945370198158
http://www.urbanspacenyc.com/
https://covid19relief1.sba.gov/Account/Login
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/covid-19-relief-options/eidl
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(pending legislation) City Council bill would nix extra tax to help eateries recover 
COVID 
May 5, 2022, nypost.com, by Bernadette Hogan 
The potential relief is included in a new City Council bill introduced Thursday by Democratic Majority 
Leader Keith Powers that would suspend an annual 25 percent city surcharge eateries pay for their 
liquor licenses...The bill has the backing of Mayor Eric Adams...Adams’ 240-executive budget book 
includes the measure “as part of the blueprint for New York City’s economic recovery,” estimating it 
would cost the Big Apple $6 million in revenue...The restaurant industry now employs 54,000 fewer 
workers now compared to Feb. 2020, according to state data. Adams’ recovery plan is also focused 
on bringing workers back into the office, and revitalizing the city’s tourism and nightlife sectors. 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming events 
 
 

CUNY Graduate Center Virtual Music Concerts  
May 16   1 - 2:15pm  Recital: Antonio Valentin, piano   
May 18   1 - 2:30pm  Recital: Peter Clark, violin   
May 20   1 - 2:15pm Concert: Graduate Center Composers   
(free) Presented by the Graduate Center, City University of New York. Full schedule at 
gcmusic.commons.gc.cuny.edu/events/categories/all-performances/music-in-midtown. 
 
 
 
 
ongoing, next session 
May 16  2 – 4pm 

(virtual) Rat Academy Training  
For building managers, superintendents, tenants, community gardeners, etc. see training schedule 
and register at www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/rats-control-training.page. Learn more at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/rats.page.  
 
 
 
 
May 16-17   5:30 - 6:30pm 
May 23-24 

American Symphony Orchestra plays four pop-up concerts in Bryant Park 

https://nypost.com/2022/05/05/nyc-bill-would-nix-extra-tax-to-help-eateries-recover-covid
https://nypost.com/2022/05/05/nyc-bill-would-nix-extra-tax-to-help-eateries-recover-covid
https://gcmusic.commons.gc.cuny.edu/events/recital-antonio-valentin-piano-2/
https://gcmusic.commons.gc.cuny.edu/events/recital-peter-clark-violin/
https://gcmusic.commons.gc.cuny.edu/events/concert-gc-composers-10/
https://gcmusic.commons.gc.cuny.edu/events/categories/all-performances/music-in-midtown
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/rats-control-training.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/rats.page
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Featuring a string quartet, jazz ensemble, and percussion ensemble, you do not want to miss these 
intimate performances from some of the top musicians in NYC! Tickets are not required and 
seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
at Bryant Park  
(between 40th & 42nd Street, and between 5th & 6th Avenue, behind the Library) 
 
 
 
 
May 16   6:30pm 

Community Board 6 Housing & Homelessness Committee meeting 
Agenda: discuss a proposed resolution in support of a package of social housing bills introduced by 
Council Member Carlina Rivera, including the Community Opportunity to Purchase Act (COPA); as 
well as a proposed resolution in favor of increased public restroom access. You can join the 
meeting by registering at us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bF7weTBsQUq3Fo1fl2c0Og.  
 
 

 
 
ongoing, next Manhattan sessions: 
May 17   2 - 3:30pm (Q&A) 
June 15    2 - 3:30pm (industry) 

Department of Buildings hosts live bi-weekly Q&A session and industry 
meetings (Manhattan) 
Live Q&A Sessions - Bi-weekly online Q&A Session for property owners, registered design 
professionals, filing representatives and other licensees/registrants provides a space for attendees 
to ask job specific questions for filings in DOB NOW, the Buildings Information System (BIS), or 
general questions about permits, Construction Codes, Zoning Regulations, sign offs, certificates of 
occupancy, place of assembly, equipment installations, violations and civil penalties, etc.  
Monthly Industry Meetings – a monthly online, borough-specific industry session for registered 
design professionals to discuss policy and business process questions that are not job specific. 
The meetings will also include a review of recent updates and policy decisions. See the above link 
for the schedule.  Learn more, register and see the schedule of upcoming sessions at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/dob/upcoming-events.page.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bF7weTBsQUq3Fo1fl2c0Og
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dob-manhattan-borough-qa-session-tickets-311757283427
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dob-manhattan-borough-monthly-industry-meeting-tickets-311841284677
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/dob/upcoming-events.page
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May 17   1pm  

(virtual) Book talk with Danish author Signe Gjessing and translator Denise 
Newman on Tractatus Philosophico-Poeticus, with moderator Rosie Ellison-
Balaam 
(free) Gjessing, Newman and Ellison-Balaamwill discuss the book and its translation, out now from 
Lolli Editions. Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, often noted as the most 
important philosophical work of the 20th century, had a broad goal: to identify the relationship 
between language and reality, and to define the limits of science. One hundred years later, Signe 
Gjessing updates and reimagines the Tractatus, marrying poetry with philosophy to test the 
boundaries of reality. You can ask questions in the chat or send them in advance to 
info@amscan.org. Registration required at 
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iMCnRgNfTFmpl0BMZSJ00A. This conversation will be 
recorded and available later to stream. Presented by Scandinavia House, 58 Park Avenue, 
scandinaviahouse.org.  
 
 
 
 
May 18    1pm 

Manhattan District Attorney - Human Trafficking Webinar 
Manhattan D.A. Bragg is hosting a series of conversations with experts, advocates, and partner 
agencies about a variety of important topics. D.A. Bragg invites you to learn about the Office's work 
to combat human trafficking and protect survivors. Register at dany-nyc-
gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eKK0e7mGQM2VCcKnRmwPxg.  
 

Related: State Senate to pass legislation to fight human trafficking 

May 11, 2022, nystateofpolitics.com, by Kate Lisa  
It’s been nearly 200 years since slavery was abolished in the state, but a modern form of it 
continues every day in plain sight. An estimated 25 million people were trafficked across the globe 
in 2021, according to legislation, sponsored by Sen. Anna Kaplan, to require information to report 
human trafficking in some New York airports and bus terminals. New York senators are expected to 
pass a bipartisan-backed five-bill package Wednesday to combat human trafficking and foster more 
accurate reporting about the industry that nets $150 billion worldwide annually...Anti-Trafficking 
Airport Resources, S8262, sponsored by Sen. Anna Kaplan, requires information concerning 
services for human trafficking victims in airports...Spot and Stop Trafficking Training, S7360, 
sponsored by Sen. James Skoufis, requires curriculum related to human trafficking awareness to be 
included in alcohol training awareness programs...State Contractor Anti-Trafficking Accountability: 
This bill, S8080, sponsored by Sen. Cordell Cleare, requires state contractors to submit a statement 
on preventing human trafficking in bids to the state and maintain a written policy for preventing 
human trafficking within its operations, business dealings, and supply chain...Act to Promote 
Trafficking Victim Resources, S3374B, sponsored by Sen. Jamaal Bailey, promotes the education 
of the human trafficking information and referral hotline to assist persons in freeing themselves 
from severe acts of sex trafficking. 
 

Related: Bill would allow sex workers to report crime without fear of 
prosecution 

mailto:info@amscan.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iMCnRgNfTFmpl0BMZSJ00A
http://scandinaviahouse.org/
https://dany-nyc-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eKK0e7mGQM2VCcKnRmwPxg
https://dany-nyc-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eKK0e7mGQM2VCcKnRmwPxg
https://nystateofpolitics.com/state-of-politics/new-york/ny-state-of-politics/2022/05/11/state-senate-to-pass-legislation-to-fight-human-trafficking
https://gothamist.com/news/bill-would-allow-sex-workers-to-report-crime-without-fear-of-prosecution
https://gothamist.com/news/bill-would-allow-sex-workers-to-report-crime-without-fear-of-prosecution
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May 10, 2022, gothamist.com, by Isidoro Rodriguez  
 
 
 
May 19    10 – 11:30 am 

(virtual) Reframing Aging: Building an Age Friendly City 
State Senator Liz Krueger’s 2022 Virtual Roundtable for Boomers and Seniors: Aging in Place: Living 
Well in the Community. The majority of older people want to age in place, which is possible with the 
right support and planning. This roundtable series brings together experts and thought leaders to 
help us understand some of the vital components needed to age well in the community. If we want 
the resources we need to age well in the community, we must reframe the way we think and talk 
about getting older. Learn about how you can work to make your neighborhood more age friendly, 
and find out about key policies in New York City that still need to be addressed to support us as we 
age. Panelists: NYC Council Member Crystal Hudson, Aging Committee Chair, New York City 
Council, Elana Kieffer, Acting Director, Center for Healthy Aging, New York Academy of Medicine, 
Allison Nickerson, Executive Director, LiveOn NY, Alden Prouty, Member, Carnegie Hill Village, Mario 
Rubano, MPH, Policy Associate, Center for Health Aging, New York Academy Of Medicine. You can 
join the event online through Zoom or Facebook, or you can listen in by telephone. Attendees will be 
able to submit questions through Zoom and Facebook during the event but are strongly encouraged 
to submit them in advance when you resister. Registration required at 
tinyurl.com/seniorroundtable5-19-22. Once you register for the event, you will receive a 
confirmation email with the Zoom and Facebook links, and the call-in information. 
 
 
 
 
May 19    1pm 

(virtual) The New York State Cannabis Control Board will hold a public 
meeting  
The public is able to observe this meeting via real-time live streaming from a mobile device or 
computer on the NYCCB live webcast: 
players.brightcove.net/2886492229001/default_default/index.html?videoId=6193803479001.  
Videos and transcripts of the meeting will be posted on the website following the meeting. 
Additional information can be found at cannabis.ny.gov.  
 

Related: New York said it cracked down on marijuana ‘gifting’ — Or did it? 
May 12, 2022, gothamist.com, by Jon Campbell and Caroline Lewis 
The state permitted marijuana possession last year, but recreational sales of the drug remain illegal 
until regulators can set up business licenses…But recreational dispensaries didn’t want to wait and 
began “gifting” their customers weed with the purchase of, say, a digital video–exploiting a potential 
loophole in the state law...New York’s Office of Cannabis Management (OCM)...mailed out cease-
and-desist letters to what it claimed were more than two dozen retailers engaging in unlicensed, 
unlawful sales...state officials struggle to rein in the legal gray area of “gifting” marijuana, despite 
threatening to withhold cannabis licenses from anyone found to engage in the practice. Officials 
have also pledged to impose fines or criminal penalties... Even though dispensary licenses haven’t 
been issued yet, it’s become easier for customers to get THC products from stores since 
legalization took effect, rather than relying solely on underground dealers...“Illegal sales include the 

https://tinyurl.com/seniorroundtable5-19-22
https://players.brightcove.net/2886492229001/default_default/index.html?videoId=6193803479001
https://cannabis.ny.gov/
https://gothamist.com/news/new-york-said-it-cracked-down-on-marijuana-gifting-or-did-it
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sale of cannabis products in-person at a retail location, online, via delivery, or at an event; and 
include so-called ‘gifting’ where consumers purchase non-cannabis items or services, such as a 
membership in a club, and are then provided cannabis as part of the sale,” OCM wrote in the sample 
cease-and-desist letter posted to its website. 
 

Related: How cannabis edibles get made and tested for THC levels in New York 

May 12, 2022, gothamist.com, by Caroline Lewis  
Some products were obviously homemade — but with packaging that appropriated popular brand 
names. Round, multi-colored “Skittles” gummies came in a plastic jar, and the “Pez” hard candies 
were sold in little tins. A chocolate bar with a Hershey’s logo was labeled “600 milligrams per bar,” 
presumably of THC, the ingredient in cannabis that gets you high. Among the products offered by 
this citywide delivery service, smokeable flower is still the most popular. But edibles now make up 
30% to 40% of sales...New York only legalized marijuana in March 2021, and the state has yet to 
issue licenses for non-medical dispensaries. But that hasn’t stopped an explosion of edibles from 
entering the market in recent years...it has sparked consumer demand — and confectionary 
creativity among cannabis purveyors — in legal and non-legal markets alike. 
 
 
 
 
May 19   4pm 

(virtual) The Abraham Accords: A New Development in the Middle East 
Bill Siegel, Lifelong Peer Learning Program member, invites Benjamin Rogers, the American Jewish 
Committee Director of Middle East Initiatives, to discuss the impact of the Abraham Accords on the 
future of Middle East engagement. Signed in the Fall of 2020, the Abraham Accords are a series of 
diplomatic agreements between the State of Israel and the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and 
Morocco. The conversation will explore how these normalization agreements emerged, their impact 
on Israeli-Palestinian relations, and their long-term effects throughout the region. Register at gc-
cuny-edu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RbtF11AdQqy6YEOTbE03Gg. Hosted by the Graduate 
Center, City University of New York. gc.cuny.edu.   
 
 
 
 
May 19 (next event) 

(virtual) HPD Tenant and Owner Resource Fairs 
(free) NYC Housing Preservation & Development and partners invite you to join upcoming tenant 
and owner virtual resource fairs. For more information about these events and events for Buildings, 
please visit nyc.gov/hpdevents.  
Tenants. Learn about rent protection, tenants' rights in rent-regulated apartments, housing 
discrimination protection, Housing Connect affordable housing lottery, and more. 
May 19    6pm 
Presented in partnership with the Real Estate Empowerment Coalition Inc (REEC). Join the Zoom 
meeting. 
Owners. Learn about home and residential loans, health and safety conditions, foreclosure 
prevention, property tax abatements and exemptions, permits, and more. 
June 2    6pm 

https://gothamist.com/news/how-cannabis-edibles-get-made-and-tested-for-thc-levels-in-new-york
https://gc-cuny-edu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RbtF11AdQqy6YEOTbE03Gg
https://gc-cuny-edu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RbtF11AdQqy6YEOTbE03Gg
http://gc.cuny.edu/
http://nyc.gov/hpdevents
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87808481876?pwd=eUgrc0crM0hOc25JaVRJRUIwVXF2QT09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87808481876?pwd=eUgrc0crM0hOc25JaVRJRUIwVXF2QT09#success
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Presented in partnership with the Real Estate Empowerment Coalition Inc (REEC) Join the Zoom 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
May 19   6:30pm 

Manhattan Community Board Six - Public Safety Committee Meeting 
Agenda: An overview of the work of the New York City Commission on Human Rights, Presentation 
on the Joint Security Operations Center (JSOC), which is designed to bolster New York State's 
ability to combat cybersecurity threats and attacks, and more. Register at 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_z58v4kSmRtK_oNv9z7muow. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
May 20 - 22 

Urbanspace's Spring Makers Market in Bryant Park 
The Market will feature 85 local makers setting up pop-up stalls over the course of three weekends 
in May. All businesses in the Makers Market are local to New York or the Tri-State area and feature 
products that are 100% designed by them and produced locally. Learn more at 
urbanspacenyc.com/makersmarket-at-bryant-park. 

 
 
May 20    6 - 7pm 

Metropolitan Synagogue Shabbat Services with Israeli Music Honoring 
Israel’s 74th Independence Day 
Metropolitan Synagogue invites you and your friends on Friday night to in-person Shabbat services 
with special music honoring Israel’s 74th Independence Day, by Sephardi virtuoso and singer Avram 
Pengas. Services take place at Scandinavia House. All are welcome to join and bring friends for a 
musically uplifting Shabbat service with Israeli music—a time to meet and greet friends, old and 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87808481876?pwd=eUgrc0crM0hOc25JaVRJRUIwVXF2QT09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87808481876?pwd=eUgrc0crM0hOc25JaVRJRUIwVXF2QT09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_z58v4kSmRtK_oNv9z7muow
https://www.urbanspacenyc.com/makersmarket-at-bryant-park
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new. Services take place at Scandinavia House. Please email inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org 
if you will be in attendance or have any questions. Proof of vaccination required for entry. 
at Scandinavia House 
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street) 
 
 
 

The Morgan Library & Museum 
Timed admissions. Proof of vaccination required for visitors age 5 and older. Purchase tickets at 
themorgan.org / Morgan Library members free. Fridays free from 5 – 7pm. Reservations required. 
See the MHNA Merchants Discount page for details about discounts to Morgan Library events and 
membership. 
through May 22 

Woody Guthrie: People Are the Song 
The author of more than three thousand folk songs, Woody Guthrie (1912–1967) is one of the most 
influential songwriters and recording artists in American history. He is an icon of the Depression era 
and wrote the world’s most famous protest song, “This Land Is Your Land,” but he was not only a 
songwriter, and his subject matter extended well beyond labor politics. His creativity included lyrics, 
poetry, artwork, and largely unpublished prose writings, and it encompassed topics such as the 
environment, love, sex, spirituality, family, and racial justice. 
 
Now Open 

Belle DaCosta Greene and the Women of the Morgan  
This exhibit explores the institution’s first director and her professional correspondence, catalogued 
only recently, offering new insight into how Greene maneuvered in a world of books and 
manuscripts dominated by men. It also reveals the stories of other women who worked with Greene 
at the Morgan Library, including Meta Harrsen, Marguerite Duprez Lahey, Dorothy Miner, Violet 
Napier (née Burnie), and Ada Thurston. 
 
 
 
 
June 13   7pm 

CBS2 to host GOP primary debate in race for New York governor 
The leading Republican primary contenders will debate on CBS2. Former Westchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino, former Republican liason to Donald Trump Andrew Giuliani -- son of Rudy 
Giuliani -- Congressman Lee Zeldin and Harry Wilson, a wealthy businessman who is self-funding 
his bid for governor. CBS2's Political Reporter Marcia Kramer and Maurice DuBois will moderate the 
debate, hosted in partnership with Newsradio 880.  The debate will be held on CBS2 and on the CBS 
streaming platform at 7pm on June 13 at the CBS Broadcast Center. 
 
 

 

May 31 – June 13 Gifted and Talented applications will be open. 
ongoing    Elementary School and EarlyLearn enrollment  
3K and Pre-K applications are closed (for children born in 2018 and 2019)  

mailto:inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org
https://www.themorgan.org/
https://mpv.tickets.com/schedule/?agency=MGLV_ADM_MPV&orgid=51849#/?view=list&includePackages=true
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/cbs2-to-host-gop-primary-debate-in-race-for-new-york-governor/
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Kindergarten applications are closed (for children born in 2017). The deadline for accepting offers 
was May 6.  
Middle School applications are closed. Offers will be released in May. 
High School applications are closed. Offers will be released in the beginning of June. 
Specialized High School test results are available for students who tested in December 2021. 

NYC Public School applications 

If you missed enrollment for your child, you can add your child to the wait list with your 
myschools.nyc account. High schools will be allowed to use borough and zone geographic 

priorities. Learn more at schools.nyc.gov, at schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade and 
at MySchools NYC myschools.nyc/en (other languages are available), by phone at 718-935-2009 or 
at a Family Welcome Center schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/family-welcome-centers. 
EarlyLearn is for toddlers to 2 years old and is available for eligible families. Learn more at 
schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/earlylearn-nyc. The DOE announced that the 
sibling priority is being expanded for students applying to middle school, meaning middle school 
applicants will have priority to attend their sibling’s school. Families can contact 
siblings@schools.nyc.gov for support. If you need a school for your child now, learn what to do on 
the New Students page schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/new-students. For enrollment 
questions email ESEnrollment@schools.nyc.gov. 
 

 
 

Changes in the neighborhood 
 

Capstone Reopens The Renwick Hotel After Buying Its Defaulted Debt 
May 11, 2022, commercialobserver.com, by Cathy Cunningham 
The Renwick Hotel at 118 East 40th Street has a new owner in Capstone Equities, and a 
recapitalization to boot, Commercial Observer has learned. The hotel finally reopened last month 
after shuttering for two years during the COVID-19 pandemic. Capstone is now the historic hotel’s 
owner after its previous proprietor, Meadow Partners, defaulted on the property’s $46 million 
mortgage in April 2020. The hotel’s lender, Heitman Capital Management, sold the defaulted note to 
Capstone in January for a “substantial discount,” sources said, and Meadow Partners cooperated 
with a “friendly deed-in-lieu” to transition the keys over to Capstone. Maxim Capital Group is said to 
have provided a $15.5 million loan for the note purchase...The Renwick Hotel is a landmarked 
building that was erected in 1928. It was once home to artists and writers, offering lodging to F. 
Scott Fitzgerald, Thomas Mann, John Steinbeck and others. Located between Park and Lexington 
avenues, the hotel sits in a prime spot near Grand Central and a short walk from the Chrysler 
Building...With Capstone now behind the wheel, the hotel reopened in April. The private equity firm’s 
hospitality management arm, Rebel Hospitality, now operates the hotel. 
 
 
 

Dark Stores proposed rule comment period ends May 20 
Source: Council Member Gale Brewer's email of 5/14/2022 
Council Member Gale Brewer reports on “dark stores,” the app-based micro fulfillment centers 
which block out their windows, clutter sidewalks with e-bikes (and now, sometimes illegally park 

http://myschools.nyc/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade
https://www.myschools.nyc/en
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/family-welcome-centers
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/earlylearn-nyc
mailto:siblings@schools.nyc.gov
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/new-students
mailto:ESEnrollment@schools.nyc.gov
https://commercialobserver.com/2022/05/capstone-renwick-meadow-maxim/
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delivery cars), and [sometimes] ban customers from shopping in person in storefronts zoned for 
retail across the city. The Adams administration has now begun to address the problem. The 
Department of Buildings has proposed regulations saying the micro fulfillment centers must allow 
shoppers to enter, pick up items or place an order without requiring customers to first download an 
app, and that storefront windows (in certain retail zones) that are obscured by “more than 50% with 
posters, paper, vinyl tint, and other opaque materials” may result in DOB violations. The draft rule 
will be open for public comment until 5/20. You can submit a comment by emailing 
bulletins@buildings.nyc.gov.  
[Editor's note: We may have one of these app-based delivery stores where Bloom's Deli used to be 
on Lexington Avenue and 40th Street, but they may be operating just within the guidelines.] 
 
 
 

Top exec’s exit latest blow to Waldorf Astoria’s lagging condo conversion 
May 2, 2022, therealdeal.com, by TRD Staff 
Costs to balloon past $2B as project drags years behind schedule...The latest blow to the struggling 
project came when Dajia US CEO Andrew Miller, the top U.S. executive overseeing the project, 
abruptly left the company last week, the Wall Street Journal reported. Miller was reportedly at odds 
with executives at the Chinese parent company over cost overruns and left without a successor in 
place...The departure is the most recent in a long line of obstacles the storied property has 
encountered in its journey towards a future with both 375 hotel rooms and 375 condo residences. In 
addition to supply chain and material issues that have plagued construction in the wake of the 
pandemic, the landmarked property includes a bevy of challenges in the redevelopment of its 
historic rooms that have driven up costs and lengthened timelines...Dajia US came about to manage 
the assets of the original developer for the project, China’s Anbang Insurance Group. Anbang 
purchased the building in 2015 for a record $1.95 billion and dumped $1 billion into renovations, 
shutting down the hotel and beginning the conversion process in 2017. The Chinese government 
seized Anbang in February 2018 as part of a crackdown on companies spending big on foreign 
assets...Sales for the building’s residential condos finally launched in March 2020, days before the 
coronavirus pandemic rankled the global market. 
 
 
 

Schools, students & families 
 

Guidance on Baby Formula Shortage 
[Source: Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal's (Assembly District 67) email of 5/14/22] 
Many families here in New York State are feeling the effects of the nationwide baby formula 
shortage. Parents are encouraged to explore support options provided by the state, including 
potential eligibility for the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC). Parents should not purchase more formula than they need, as that further reduces supply for 
others. Many stores are limiting the amount of formula customers can purchase at once. 
 
The New York State Health Commissioner Dr. Mary Bassett’s guidance to parents who may be 
struggling to find formula for their children 
 

http://council.nyc.gov/gale-brewer/wp-content/uploads/sites/90/2022/05/DRAFT-BB_Micro-Fulfillment-Center_-2022-05-04.pdf
mailto:bulletins@buildings.nyc.gov
https://therealdeal.com/2022/05/02/top-execs-exit-latest-blow-to-waldorf-astorias-lagging-condo-conversion
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• Call your OBGYN or the infant's medical provider to see if they have in-office samples or can 
suggest a similar formula that may be more readily available in stores that is nutritionally 
similar to meet the infant's needs.  

• Switch to another brand or type that's available, if recommended by the infant's medical 
provider. 

• Contact a local New York State Women, Infants and Children Office or pre-screen with the 
online chatbot, to see if the infant is eligible for WIC benefits. 

• Families with WIC should check the New York State Women, Infants and Children vendor site 
to find a list of WIC approved vendors who may have formula in stock. 

• Check smaller stores and drug stores that carry formula - call first to ensure availability. 

• Explore options available online, but be sure to only order from well-recognized distributors 
and pharmacies. Don't buy formula from unfamiliar sellers or on social media sites, online 
auctions or overseas. 

• Check the lot code on the formula that you already have to make sure it wasn't recalled. 
Don't throw away formula that wasn't part of the recall, unless they have expired. 

• Be sure to follow the formula manufacturer's preparation and storage instructions. 

• Don't use toddler formula to feed infants. 

• Don't water down formula or try to make infant formula at home. 

• Expectant individuals are encouraged to consult with a provider about breastfeeding their 
infant. The New York State WIC program also provides breastfeeding support and resources 
to new families. Families feeding a baby with human milk from a source other than the 
baby's mother should only use milk from a source that has screened its milk donors and 
taken other precautions to ensure the safety of its milk. 

 
Listing of local agencies providing WIC services 
health.ny.gov/prevention/nutrition/wic/local_agencies.htm.  
 
 

 
School report cards for covid testing (as of May 12) 
 
COVID-19 Report Card for PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray. Total Students Enrolled + 

Teachers/Staff=464.  One hundred and ten positive tests were reported since September 2020 (81 
students, 29 staff). Eight positive tests in the last 14 days (6 students, 2 staff).  

 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for The River School. Total Students Enrolled + 

Teachers/Staff=516. One hundred and forty-five positive tests were reported since September (119 
students, 26 staff). Twenty-five positive tests in the past 14 days (21 students, 4 staff). 
 
 

https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/nutrition/wic/local_agencies.htm
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010116;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010281;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
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COVID-19 Report Card for Murray Hill Academy. Total Students Enrolled + 

Teachers/Staff=299. Fifty-two positive tests since September (37 students, 15 staff). Two positive 
tests in the past 14 days (2 students). 
 
 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for J.H.S 104 Simon Baruch. Total Students Enrolled + 

Teachers/Staff=1,108. Two hundred forty three positive cases since September (236 students, 7 
staff). Twenty-seven positive tests in the past 14 days (27 students). 
 
 
 
 

May 10, 2022, Mayor Adams announced that NYC drops prom vaccine requirement, 

despite rising COVID case rates. 
 
 
 

 
Mayor Adams made two education announcements  

• First, starting in Fall 2022, the Department of Education will screen all New York City public 
school students for dyslexia and support their education appropriately.  

• Second, starting this school year, kindergarten students enrolled in a New York City public 
school will receive a scholarship account invested in a NY 529 Direct Plan, with an initial 
$100 from NYC Kids RISE. 

 
 
 
 

In Seismic Shift, NYC to Mandate Phonics-Based Curriculum in Elementary 
Schools 
May 12, 2022, thecity.nyc, by Amy Zimmer, Chalbeat, Yoav Gonen and Alex Zimmerman, Chalkbeat  
New York City will require all elementary schools to adopt a phonics-based reading program in the 
coming school year — a potentially seismic shift in how tens of thousands of public school students 
are taught to read. The announcement came as part of a wider plan by Mayor Eric Adams to identify 
and support students with dyslexia or other reading challenges, including screening students from 
kindergarten through high school and creating targeted programs at 160 of the city’s 1,600 schools. 
“We’re going to start using a proven, phonics-based literacy curriculum that’s proven to help children 
read,” Adams said...During the Bloomberg administration, then-Chancellor Joel Klein pushed 
schools to use a reading approach known as “balanced literacy,” which has increasingly come 
under fire for failing to emphasize systematic instruction on the relationships between sounds and 
letters. 
 
 
 

https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200011432;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010104;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://www.thecity.nyc/education/2022/5/12/23069323/eric-adams-dyslexia-phonics-instruction
https://www.thecity.nyc/education/2022/5/12/23069323/eric-adams-dyslexia-phonics-instruction
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NYC to launch two ‘full-time’ virtual schools, top education officials say 
May 10, 2022, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Alex Zimmerman   
City officials told local lawmakers that launching the “full-time” virtual schools will be part of the 
solution to high rates of chronic absenteeism and re-engaging students in the wake of pandemic 
disruption. About 37% of the city’s K-12 students are on track to be chronically absent, defined as 
missing at least 10% of the school year, substantially higher than the years before the pandemic. “I 
believe that virtual learning is here to stay whether or not we have a pandemic,” schools Chancellor 
David Banks said...Depending on the number of students who are allowed to enroll, the virtual 
schools could exacerbate enrollment problems at brick-and-mortar campuses, potentially 
redirecting funding from some campuses and creating more pressure to consolidate or close them. 
The city’s district schools have seen enrollment slide about 6.4% since the pandemic hit. 
 
 
 
 
August 19  (Submission date) 
October 14 (Awards announcement) 

2022 Writing Contests for students: Henry George in the 21st Century 
The 2022 Henry George Writing Contests are intended to encourage students to explore the ideas 
advocated by Henry George and how they resonate in the 21st century. There will be two separate 
contests: one for college/graduate students and one for high school students. Participants are 
highly encouraged to explore George’s most salient themes including, but not limited to: 
Monopolies, Free trade, Land value taxation, Social and economic inequality, Natural resources, 
Economic rent, Corporate welfare (i.e. city development policy, tax breaks, bailouts). It is understood 
and acceptable that some of the topics may be related to one another. Who is eligible to enter: 
current college and graduate students, high school students. Monetary prizes: The top 3 essays 
from each contest will be awarded monetary prizes (see below for more details) and will be 
considered for posting on the Henry George School of Social Science’s website and related social 
media platforms. Learn more about the contest and how to apply at hgsss.org/2022-writing-
contests.  
Henry George School of Social Science 
149 East 38th Street, New York, NY 10016 
Phone: 212-889-8020 
Fax: 212-367-0940 
Email: info@hgsss.org  
hgsss.org  
 
 
 

Affordability, homelessness and zoning 

 

Are you behind on your rent due to COVID? 
Under the enacted New York State 2022-23 budget, an additional $800 million was allocated for the 
Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP). This program helps households behind on rent 

https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2022/5/10/23065830/virtual-school-nyc-banks-education
https://www.hgsss.org/2022-writing-contests
https://www.hgsss.org/2022-writing-contests
mailto:info@hgsss.org
http://www.hgsss.org/
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/emergency-rental-assistance
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payments due to the pandemic receive assistance to cover arrears, however, the need has far 
outpaced funding. With the additional investment in the program, the Office of Temporary and 
Disability Assistance is once again reviewing applications. Applications submitted through 
December 31, 2021 are currently being reviewed and processed. Following this, applications 
submitted from January 1 through March 31, 2022 will be reviewed. If funding remains available for 
applications submitted after March 31, 2022, notice will be provided. Anyone behind on rent 
payments with an outstanding ERAP application is protected from an eviction proceeding due to 
non-payment of rent. 
 
 
 

Passing a Landmark Project at the New Providence Shelter  
Source: Council Member Keith Powers email of 5/12/22 
Recently, the City Council approved a redevelopment project of New Providence Shelter, located at 
225 East 45th Street. This shelter has been a part of our community since 1997, but hasn’t seen 
upgrades in many years. The proposed redevelopment will add 130 new supportive and affordable 
housing units in Midtown East, with 79 of the units as supportive units for formerly homeless 
tenants, a green roof terrace, a large medical clinic that will be open to the community, and more. 
For years, supportive housing has proven to be one of the most effective ways to address the city’s 
homelessness crisis. Not only is it significantly cheaper than shelter, but has high retention rates, 
reduces use of emergency services like psychiatric treatments, and greatly benefits communities by 
increasing stability—and even property values. 
 
 
 

Zoning Laws Are Blocking the Conversion of Hotels into Affordable Housing 
April 19, 2022, nysfocus.com, by Sam Mellins 
The state’s grand plan to convert unused hotels into affordable housing hasn’t gotten off the 
ground. Lawmakers just boosted funding — but developers and housing advocates say that won’t 
help without lifting onerous zoning restrictions...in June 2021, the legislature passed the Housing 
Our Neighbors With Dignity Act, or HONDA, which allotted $100 million [to convert vacant hotels and 
commercial properties into single-room affordable housing units] in New York City and required that 
the resulting housing be reserved for homeless and low-income New Yorkers...But nearly a year 
later, none of the HONDA money has been used, and no conversions have even begun. The New 
York State Division of Homes and Community Renewal (HCR), the agency in charge of 
administering the program, told New York Focus that it has received no applications and only two 
preliminary proposals...This year’s state budget included another $100 million in funding for HONDA 
conversions and expanded the program statewide, but both developers and advocates say that 
money is not the main obstacle to hotel conversions. The problem is New York City’s relatively 
onerous zoning and housing code regulations, which make it difficult and expensive for affordable 
housing developers to legally convert hotels to affordable housing...State lawmakers have 
introduced bills that would exempt HONDA conversions from some of these regulations...But time 
may be running out. Hotel occupancy rates have begun to rebound as tourists return to the city, 
making the prospect of affordable housing conversions less attractive to hotel owners. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nysfocus.com/2022/04/19/honda-hotel-conversions-affordable-housing-kavanagh-cymbrowitz-adams/
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With 421a dying, apartment project financing “has come to a stop” 
May 13, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Joe Lovinger 
Multifamily investors and developers piled into a stately Midtown building Thursday to try to make 
sense of their turbulent industry as rising interest rates, inflation and supply chain issues have sent 
construction costs higher than a tower crane. Meanwhile, lawmakers haven’t figured out how to 
make office-to-residential conversions viable...their biggest problem of all: The multifamily 
development tax break Affordable New York, better known as 421a, expires June 15...Between 2010 
and 2020, developers used 421a to build 3,000 projects with 117,000 apartments, according to an 
analysis by the NYU Furman Center. That’s 68 percent of apartments built in New York in that time 
span. Another 21 percent took advantage of a separate property tax relief program...Gov. Kathy 
Hochul, a moderate Democrat, has proposed a replacement that would add affordability but largely 
mirror 421a. Lawmakers left her program, 485w, out of the state budget and have shown little 
inclination to approve it...Developers and investors are shifting their strategies accordingly. With 
multifamily development too uncertain to underwrite, cutting off new supply, investors expect 
existing multifamily buildings to command higher rents. Buying and upgrading them has become 
more attractive...Multifamily assets were already trading at a premium, especially ones whose rents 
can be adjusted to account for inflation...if the state makes the math work for affordable housing, 
the private sector will build it. 
 

Related: 421-a at 50: Unaffordable New York, by Samuel Stein & Debipriya Chatterjee 

Community Service Society report, March 2022 
For the last 50 years, New York State has allowed New York City developers to access an enormous 
tax break known as 421-a, New York’s largest real estate tax expenditure program. In this report, we 
take a close look at 421-a’s performance as an affordability program. Whereas our last report on 
421-a delved into the program’s history in order to explain its exploding costs, this report focuses 
primarily on the program’s latest iteration, Affordable New York, which we show has been used to 
build a large amount of high-end housing, including income-targeted "affordable" units that are at or 
above market rents, and is set to expire in June 2022. While we recognize that Governor Hochul’s 
421-a replacement plan, known as “Affordable Neighborhoods for New Yorkers,” seeks to deepen the 
program’s affordability requirements, it maintains the core logic of 421-a as it has been operating 
for the last 50 years. For this reason, we continue to insist that the best way to rethink real estate 
taxes and affordable housing subsidies would be to let this program expire, rebalance the property 
tax code, and create new incentives to support the kinds of housing everyday New Yorkers need. 
 
 
 

 
Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) offers discounts for internet service 
The Biden Administration’s Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) offers up to $30 a month 
discount on internet service, and a one-time device discount of up to $100 off for a laptop, tablet, or 
desktop computer (with copays of $10 - $50). Households receiving SNAP benefits, Medicaid, WIC, 
SSI, federal housing assistance, veterans’ or survivors’ benefits, Pell grants, or attend NYC public 
schools may be eligible. Find out more by visiting the AccessNYC ACP website, calling the ACP 
Helpline at 877-384-2575 (9am – 9pm, 7 days), or by calling an internet service provider. 
 

https://therealdeal.com/2022/05/13/with-421a-dying-apartment-project-financing-has-come-to-a-stop
https://smhttp-ssl-58547.nexcesscdn.net/nycss/images/uploads/pubs/Unaffordable_NY_FINAL2.pdf
https://access.nyc.gov/programs/affordable-connectivity-program/#determine-your-eligibility
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through August 31 (or until funds run out) 

All Income-Eligible New Yorkers Could Qualify for an Air Conditioner 

Governor Hochul today announced that $15 million is available through the Home Energy 
Assistance Program to help low-income individuals and families who lack air conditioning to stay 
cool during the upcoming summer months. Under the direction of the Governor, the state Office of 
Temporary and Disability Assistance - the agency administering HEAP - expanded eligibility for the 
cooling component to more effectively assist those in need by including all income-eligible New 

http://www.facebook.com/councilwomancarlinarivera
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Yorkers. Applications for cooling assistance will be accepted at local departments of social 
services. Assistance is provided on a first-come, first-served basis. New York City residents may 
download an application and obtain program information at access.nyc.gov.   
 
 
 
 

Historic preservation 
 
 

Greetings from the Chair of the Landmarks Preservation Commission, Sarah 
Carroll 
Source: Email of 5/13/2022, Landmark News - Spring Newsletter 2022 
I believe preservation can play an important role in the city’s recovery. New York City landmarks and 
historic neighborhoods help make the city a global destination—attracting residents, tourists, and 
businesses...I am very grateful that the importance of our work is recognized and supported by 
Mayor Adams and this administration, which has restored LPC’s headcount and budget starting in 
the next fiscal year...With the recent launch of “Rebuild, Renew, Reinvent: A Blueprint for New York 
City’s Economic Recovery,” we have a plan to accelerate the city’s recovery...and we are proud to be 
a part of it. The goals of the Economic Recovery Plan will guide much of our upcoming work, and to 
advance the goals of efficiency and resiliency, LPC will be working on several strategies to improve 
the permitting process, expanding outreach and access to LPC resources, and supporting resiliency 
measures in historic buildings to make it easier for residents, businesses, and cultural institutions 
to thrive in their historic buildings. 
 
 

 

Policing & police reform 
 
 

Weekly crime reports  
 

17th precinct 

www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf  
 

13th Precinct 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf 
 
 
 
 

Albany Democrats refuse to let NYC control its speed, red light cameras 
May 12, 2022, nypost.com, by Sam Raskin, Zach Williams and David Meyer 

https://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/contacts/default.asp?county=New%20York%20City#result
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/contacts/default.asp?county=New%20York%20City#result
https://access.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf
https://nypost.com/2022/05/12/ny-democrats-wont-let-nyc-control-its-traffic-law-cameras/
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State Sen. Andrew Gounardes, who is leading the charge in the Legislature, told The Post he is 
“shifting focus” from home-rule legislation to a simple renewal of the camera program, which 
expires on July 1...The DOT’s thousands of speed cameras have proven to reduce driver speeding, 
but are severely limited on when they can operate. The cameras must shut off from 10 p.m. to 6 
a.m., and policymakers in Albany need to pass legislation authorizing their use. 
 
 
 
 

Ahead of Supreme Court Gun Ruling, Adams ‘Very Concerned’ as City Hall 
Mulls Options 
May 12, 2022, thecity.nyc, by Rachel Holliday Smith, Reuven Blau and Katie Honan 
Mayor Eric Adams says City Hall is already strategizing about how the city will contend with an 
expected win for gun rights supporters...The pending ruling comes as New York, and other big cities 
throughout the country, battle a spike in gun violence since the start of the pandemic...With former 
President Donald Trump’s three appointments to the Court — Justices Neil Gorsuch, Brett 
Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett — legal experts expect a conservative majority to issue a ruling 
that will make it much harder to restrict people’s ability to carry a gun in New York, and the rest of 
the country. The case rests on whether it is constitutional for New York to deny someone a permit 
to carry a firearm. Currently, the state’s rigorous application process for a license to carry prevents 
most people from doing so, unless they show a “special need for self-protection distinguishable 
from that of the general community.”...The justices also focused attention on where, specifically, it 
may be constitutional to ban weapons. They peppered the attorneys on both sides of the case 
about the possibility of restricting gun carrying in a “sensitive place” like a courthouse, the city’s 
subway system, or Times Square on New Year’s Eve...When asked by THE CITY about how he 
envisions those possible zones, Adams said the legal questions are tricky. “It opens the door — 
even if you carve out an area — that there are those who are going to sue based on the areas you 
carved out,” he said...What may be more likely...is that after the ruling, New York will pass a law 
allowing private businesses to “restrict the carrying of weapons on their property,” something other 
states have done. 
 
 
 

Elections & voting 
 

May 3, 2022, Press Release/transcript, Governor Hochul Announces Appointment of 
Representative Antonio Delgado as Lieutenant Governor 

Governor Kathy Hochul announced that she is appointing Representative Antonio Delgado to serve 
as Lieutenant Governor of New York. Representative Delgado currently represents New York's 19th 
Congressional District, which includes the Hudson Valley and Catskills. Delgado is Afro-Latino, the 
first person of color to represent Upstate New York in Congress and a member of both the Black 
and Hispanic Congressional Caucuses...He grew up in Schenectady, lives in Rhinebeck, spent time 
in New York City. And I know that he'll fight for working families because he has a beautiful one of 
his own...He's watched the type of jobs that provided a path to the middle-class disappear, like 
many communities, like the community I came from. Those good paying middle-class jobs that 
were there one day and they were gone...Just like he's been doing in Congress, pushing for quality, 

https://www.thecity.nyc/2022/5/12/23069352/supreme-court-gun-case-erc-adams-concerned-city-hall-mulls-options
https://www.thecity.nyc/2022/5/12/23069352/supreme-court-gun-case-erc-adams-concerned-city-hall-mulls-options
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-audio-photos-rush-transcript-governor-hochul-announces-appointment-representative
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-audio-photos-rush-transcript-governor-hochul-announces-appointment-representative
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affordable healthcare. Supporting the small businesses, something that's deeply personal to both of 
us. And working hard to bring jobs to his district. Making sure that our veterans get more than just 
recognition and a thank-you for your service...And he was supportive of the rescue plan, his bill had 
direct support for communities which delivered over $130 billion in aid for local government...He 
shares my commitment to transparency and accountability...He's been working across the aisle. He 
gets things done...Representative Delgado: After two years of COVID, over two years, intense 
isolation, distance from one another, we need to reconnect and strengthen our collective bond. As 
New Yorkers, we need to heal together and put humanity back into our interactions with one 
another. I want to be a part of that healing process...We all want the same thing: security, family, 
opportunity...it is important for us to remember that democracy is a moral endeavor. We have to 
believe in it. We have to have faith in democracy. At the heart of democracy is the recognition that 
there is equal dignity in each of us, by virtue of our shared humanity.     
 
 
 

Legislature considers a bill to get ex-LG off the ballot 
May 2, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Rebecca C. Lewis 
After initial resistance, lawmakers seem willing to help Gov. Kathy Hochul find a way to replace 
Brian Benjamin...state lawmakers prepare to vote on legislation that would allow Gov. Kathy Hochul 
to replace her indicted running mate...Bill language came late Friday night when state Sen. Liz 
Krueger and Assembly Member Amy Paulin introduced new legislation on behalf of the governor to 
remove Benjamin from the ballot. It would allow any nominated or designated candidate to decline 
their place on the ballot if they have been indicted for or convicted of a crime...The bill she 
introduced would still permit Democrats and Hochul to choose a replacement for the June primary, 
something that has garnered significant criticism. But Krueger played down the concerns about that 
aspect of the bill. “Whoever is chosen by the committee on vacancy will have to make their case in a 
three-way primary,” she said...“In the end, the voters will decide, not the governor or the Legislature.” 
 
 
 

 
Redistricting Update  
[Source: State Senator Brad Hoylman’s email of 5/13/22] 
On April 27th, New York’s highest court, the Court of Appeals, ruled in a 4-3 decision that the new 
district lines for the Senate and U.S. House of Representatives are unconstitutional and ordered that 
an independent expert, called a Special Master, to redraw the maps. The draft maps will be available 
on May 16 and finalized on May 20. As a result, the State Senate and Congressional primaries are 
postponed from June 28 to August 23. As of this report, all other primaries will continue as planned 
on June 28. Petitioning for the new districts will not be required for all candidates who already 
previously qualified for the ballot. 
 
 
 
 

Judge upholds Assembly lines in redistricting challenge, June primary to 
proceed 
May 11, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Sara Dorn 

https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2022/05/legislature-considers-bill-get-ex-lg-ballot/366377/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2022/05/judge-upholds-assembly-lines-redistricting-challenge-june-primary-proceed/366801/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/politics/2022/05/judge-upholds-assembly-lines-redistricting-challenge-june-primary-proceed/366801/
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Steuben County Judge Patrick McAllister ruled on Wednesday that there was not enough time to 
redraw the Assembly lines ahead of the scheduled primary election date...In another redistricting 
ruling on Tuesday, federal court Judge Gary Sharpe declared that the congressional primaries must 
be held on August 23, the scheduled date for the state Senate primaries. 
 
 
 
 

(opinion) New York’s redistricting process is doomed to fail 
May 6, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by David Imamura  
Here’s why it’s already time to reform the state’s Independent Redistricting Commission. For the 
last year I have served as chair of New York State’s first ever Independent Redistricting 
Commission. Created by the voters via a 2014 state constitutional amendment, the commission 
was ostensibly designed to remove partisanship from redistricting and end gerrymandering in the 
Empire State once and for all. However, it is safe to say that the new process failed spectacularly. 
The commission was unable to agree on district lines. The state Legislature then took over the 
process, but the lines they drew were overturned by the courts. Now a judicial special master will 
draw New York’s district lines. While the courts and some parties have laid blame on the 
commission for failing to perform its duty, it is the commission structure established by the state’s 
constitution that is actually to blame...the Commission was required to be evenly split, five 
Democrats and five Republicans. The state constitution also required seven votes to do 
anything...Without a tie breaker...the Commission eventually deadlocked...The courts have faulted 
the commission for failing to send a second set of maps to the Legislature by the constitutionally 
imposed deadline. I want to be clear about why we were unable to do so. When the time came to 
send our second set of maps to the Legislature, our Republican colleagues refused to even attend a 
meeting to hold a vote on the maps we were proposing...A politically appointed, evenly divided 
Redistricting Commission will never be able to come up with a single set of maps. The Court of 
Appeals has now created a process where courts will always draw the district lines. If we are going 
to have a truly independent, voter-driven redistricting process, we need to reform New York State’s 
Independent Redistricting Commission. It needs a tie breaker vote, and it needs members who are 
appointed through a competitive non-political process. 
 
 
 

Budget, finances & taxes 
 
 

How Trash Became a Top-of-the-Heap City Budget Issue 
May 9, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid 
Trash has become among the most prominent issues in this year’s New York City budget 
negotiations, as well as the focus of larger policy debates about how the city handles its garbage 
and recycling...thus far, the new mayor and City Council have offered somewhat different visions for 
funding the Department of Sanitation and on related policy-making, though negotiations are 
ongoing ahead of the June 30 deadline for a new city budget...In 2015, Mayor Bill de Blasio made a 
pledge that the city would send zero residential waste to landfills by 2030. But the city has made 
virtually no progress on achieving that goal...The city also established commercial waste zones to 
reduce the number of garbage trucks crisscrossing the city, which promises to cut air pollution and 

https://www.cityandstateny.com/opinion/2022/05/opinion-new-yorks-redistricting-process-doomed-fail/366581/
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/11270-trash-top-new-york-city-budget-sanitation-department
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create a more efficient pickup system — but implementation on the waste zones and other 
measures has been slow or non-existent...the limited containerization pilot program was originally 
announced two years ago. The commercial waste zones have yet to be implemented. The city’s 
composting program stalled and even regular recycling has not improved...In April, the mayor 
announced $11 million in funding for street cleanings and, as of July 5, full restoration of alternate 
side parking...Adams also launched the $1.3 million “Clean Curbs” trash containerization pilot 
program...He also allocated $17.9 million in his executive budget towards an expansion of the city’s 
curbside organics collection program...Though the mayor’s latest budget proposal increased the 
sanitation department’s budget by about $50 million over his February preliminary budget plan, it 
still reflects a $10 million cut from the budget that was adopted last year...Data from 311, the city’s 
helpline, bears out people’s concerns about trash. In 2020, there were 76,742 calls made related to 
the sanitation department. That number leapt to 202,943 in 2021, and has already reached 77,383 
this year so far. 
 

Related: Department of Sanitation Commercial Waste Zones plan 

www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/resources/reports/commercial-waste-zones-plan.  
 
 
 
 

 
Statement from NYC Comptroller Brad Lander on Fitch Ratings Outlook 
Revision 
Source: Press Office of the NYC Comptroller email, May 12, 2022 
New York City Comptroller Brad Lander released a statement today in response to today’s revised 
outlook on the City’s General Obligation (GO) credit from “stable” to “positive” by Fitch Ratings. The 
revised outlook comes in connection with the City’s upcoming general obligation bond sale. Fitch 
cites the City’s improved revenue performance and budgeted increases in reserve levels as key 
factors in their outlook revision...The City’s long-term General Obligation bond ratings are Aa2 from 
Moody’s, AA from S&P, AA+ from Kroll, and AA- from Fitch. 
 
 
 

Government, executive orders, legislation, 
rules, policies (including pending) 
 
 

May 13, 2022, Governor Kathy Hochul signed legislation protecting victims of 
domestic violence from discrimination. Legislation (S.8417B/A.9601B) expands 

protections for victims of domestic violence to areas of discrimination where they were not 
previously guaranteed, such as housing and public accommodations. 
 
 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/resources/reports/commercial-waste-zones-plan
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/statement-from-nyc-comptroller-brad-lander-on-fitch-ratings-outlook-revision/
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/statement-from-nyc-comptroller-brad-lander-on-fitch-ratings-outlook-revision/
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Salary Range Requirement For NYC Job Ads Signed Into Law By Mayor 
May 12, 2022, patch.com, by Anna Quinn 
Mayor Eric Adams signed legislation Thursday that requires a salary range be listed on all listings 
for New York City jobs...All businesses with four or more employees will face the requirements, 
which apply to jobs with both hourly wages or an annual salary. 
 
 
 

May 4, 2022, Governor Kathy Hochul signed legislation S.5924-C/A.6938-B that 
prohibits colleges from withholding a student's transcript because of unpaid 
debts or charging individuals who owe debts a higher fee to obtain their 
transcript. This legislation ensures that students can access their transcript when necessary so 

that they may continue their education or find a job. 
 
 
 
 

What could still get passed in the New York legislative session? 
May 12, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Rebecca C. Lewis 
State lawmakers are set to break for the year in less than a month, with the last scheduled session 
day on the calendar for June 2. And like most years, they still have a fair amount of work to get done 
with just a handful of days to do it...Here are some of the biggest legislative issues still facing state 
officials as they count down the days of the session. CLEAN SLATE ACT...legislation...that would 
clear the records of most people convicted of crimes after a certain amount of time after their 
release. The intent of the Clean Slate Act is to make it easier for those who have previous 
convictions get jobs...GOOD CAUSE EVICTION...The bill would make it harder for landlords to evict 
tenants. One of the more controversial aspects would effectively cap rent increases in many cases 
as the legislation would not allow landlords to dump a renter for nonpayment of rent in the case of 
an “unconscionable” increase. The highly contentious proposal has faced strong opposition from 
real estate and landlord groups...MAYORAL CONTROL...renewing mayoral control of city 
schools...Mayoral control is set to expire in June...421A...The controversial tax break for developers 
to build affordable housing is also set to expire in June...ABORTION RIGHTS...Although New York 
has already codified the right to an abortion in state law, legislative leaders pledged to pass 
additional protections as well as new means to make access to the procedure easier...ADULT 
SURVIVORS ACT...would open a lookback window for adult victims of sexual abuse to file civil suits 
against their abusers. 
 
 
 
 

May 3, 2022, New York State Legislation S.7628/A.8536 Adds a Representative 
to the Public Health and Health Planning Council for Women's Health Service 
Providers and Broadens Expertise of Body Advising Public Health Decisions. 

Governor Kathy Hochul signed legislation S.7628/A.8536 that adds an additional appointed 
member to the Public Health and Health Planning Council as a representative of women's health 

https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/i8zz0/salary-range-requirement-for-nyc-job-ads-signed-into-law-by-mayor
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2022/05/what-could-still-get-passed-new-york-legislative-session/366875/
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service providers. This ensures that public health decisions involving women's health or facilities 
specializing in the care of women will be advised by those with appropriate expertise. 
 
 
 

NYC’s reopening 
 
New York State and NYC reached the goal of a 70% vaccination rate for adults, and the community 
rate of infection, hospitalizations and deaths are low. As a result, most of the covid restrictions have 
been lifted. For information about specific NY agencies, check with the agency’s website. Federal 
guidelines are still in effect. Learn more at the links below.  

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

Federal laws and regulations regarding covid cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-
regulations.html  

CDC Interim Guidance for Fully Vaccinated People cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-
vaccinated.html  

U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergency-
preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines  

U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Guidance for U.S. Citizens 
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html  

Federal resources for small businesses that are impacted by covid covid-sb.org.  

New York State reopening guidance for businesses forward.ny.gov and 
governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf.  Learn more at 
forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance.  

New York State information about reopening, covid rates and zones, vaccination program, covid 
restrictions and guidance, travel advisory, etc. coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home.  

NYS travel advisory coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory. 

New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses) 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.  

New York State Business Pandemic Recovery Initiative. The Empire State Development page with 
information about grants, tax credits, and technical assistance programs for businesses affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more at  esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative.  

New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-
19-main.page  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-regulations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-regulations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html
https://covid-sb.org/
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf
https://forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page
https://esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
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The NYC Citywide Information Portal with resource guides for businesses and individuals, 
including COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers  
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov. 
 
 

Vaccinations 

Vaccines are now readily available and are free. The NYC Vaccine Finder tells you everywhere in 
NYC that vaccinations are available and the type of vaccination offered  vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  
 

Vaccination data can be found on www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page. We 
have asked NYC DOH to verify that this page is still being updated. 

 
 

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Sites run by New York State are free  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there 
will be charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-
testing.page, call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.  

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary; wait times are 

unpredictable. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results quickly. 
Test results usually come back in 1-2 days. 
 

IMPORTANT: There is still no cure for COVID-19. To stop the spread take a 
layered approach: 

• get vaccinated 
• wear face coverings if you are unvaccinated or when you are with unvaccinated people  
• maintain distance (6 feet between people if unvaccinated) 

• practice good hand hygiene 
• stay home if sick (seek care if you feel seriously ill) 

When community rates of infection are high, limit non-essential activities, travel and indoor 
gatherings with people who are not in your household.  

 

 
See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including  

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
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Testing 

Vaccinations 

 
 

 
The NYC Citywide Information Portal 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers. These resource 
guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and housing, NYCHA residents, and 
more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.  
 
 

 

The MHNA Discount Program 

 
 
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts 
at the links below. 
 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

 

General Discounts 

 

 

Our government representatives 
 
When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 
 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Member Erik Bottcher, Council District 3:  council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,  
District3@council.nyc.gov. 
 

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11616&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11706&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:District3@council.nyc.gov
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NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-
0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Member Julie Menin, Council District 5: council.nyc.gov/julie-menin, 212-788-6865, 
District5@council.nyc.gov.  

NYC Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams (speaker) SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov, 718-206-
2068 council.nyc.gov/district-28.  
 
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine: manhattanbp.nyc.gov,  212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 
Mayor Eric Adams: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page. 

Dan Garodnick, Director, Department of City Planning, 120 Broadway, 31st Floor, New York, NY 
10271, Tel. 212-720-3480, Fax. 212-720-3488, Email via website at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-
N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 

 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar 

http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
https://council.nyc.gov/julie-menin
mailto:District5@council.nyc.gov
mailto:SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov
https://council.nyc.gov/district-28
mailto:manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
mailto:quartd@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
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https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Kathy Hochul, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  
 
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 
 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press 
releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions.  

 
 

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2022.  

 
 

Read our Privacy Statement 
 

If you are not a member 
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now 

 
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

 

  
And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc  

in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos! 
 

Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org 
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org 

 
You are receiving this email as a member of 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.governor.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
file:///C:/Users/Stanley%20Sheran/Dropbox/MHNA/Newsletter/2020/Weekly%20newsletters/maloney.house.gov
https://maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/join
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/MHNAnyc/
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or because you have signed up to receive our emails. 
To be removed from this list, 

send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org  
with “Remove” in the subject. 

 

 
 
 

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org

