Upcoming Events…May 9, 2022
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.
Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column.

May is
Asian & Pacific Islander Heritage Month
and
Jewish History Month
We celebrate the accomplishments and contributions of Asian / Pacific Islander and Jewish New
Yorkers who make their home here and whose presence enriches our lives.
May 14 1 pm

The first NYC Japan Day Parade
The parade will take place along Central Park West between 81st & 68th Street, along with a Japan
Street Fair on W 69th Street between Columbus & Central Park West from 1 - 4pm. George Takei will
serve as the Grand Marshall.
May 22 11 am

The Celebrate Israel Parade is returning in person to Fifth Avenue
Learn more and view it live streaming at celebrateisraelny.org.

May 5 begins National Nurses Week
We express our appreciation to all of New York City's nurses for all their care and hard work during
the COVID-19 pandemic response and always.
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Kudos!

Photo: Children receiving soil into their recycled Boxed Water for the planting project. Photo by Lola Horowitz.

The successes of the Earth Day Celebration in Saint Vartan Park
Members of the Murray Hill community, council members, and nonprofits came together on
Saturday, April 30th, at Saint Vartan’s Park to celebrate Earth Day. Children cleaned up the
neighborhood, made recyclable planters, and learned how to compost, photo and reporting by Lola
Horowitz. Read more.

New York State website with information about resources and aid for
Ukrainians
Ukrainian New York City residents can go online for more information or call Mayor's Office of
Immigrant Affairs Immigration Legal Services Hotline at 800-354-0365 for connections to city-funded,
free, and safe immigration legal help, including help in applying for Temporary Protected Status.

Ukrainians in the U.S. since March 1 are eligible for Temporary Protective
Status (TPS) for an 18-month period. CUNY’s Citizenship Now project is ready to help the
Ukrainian community apply for this benefit. Call 646-664-6400.

State Department program Uniting for Ukraine
To help fulfill President Biden’s promise to temporarily resettle 100,000 Ukrainian refugees, the State
Department has established Uniting for Ukraine, in which legal residents of the United States can
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apply to be sponsors of migrants under a process called Humanitarian Parole. Learn more at
uscis.gov/forms/explore-my-options/humanitarian-parole. Welcome.US, a humanitarian group for
refugee resettlement, has created a guide to the process (and offers a mailing list) for people
interested in becoming a sponsor. “Sponsors may apply as individuals, as a group, or as a
representative of a non-governmental agency. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
lists the eligibility requirements and the instructions for completing Form I-134 (the Declaration of
Financial Support).
[Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s Update email of 4/28/2022]

Transportation advisories
For updates about the Pershing Square East Renovation project, the Infrastructure Replacement
project on Second Avenue and surrounding areas, and more, please visit The Murray Hill
Neighborhood Association website murrayhillnyc.org, Traffic Change Updates section.

Think Before You Tap That Handy App
Did you know that our local restaurants pay a sizable commission to delivery apps like Grub Hub,
Seamless and Uber Eats? Those commissions can reach as high as 25%, wiping out any profit a
restaurant makes. We polled a few of the most popular eateries in Murray Hill. One of them gets
70% of its orders from Grub Hub. The owner of another told MHNA that the 25% commission he pays
is killing his business despite his valiant attempt to keep afloat.
So, we urge you to think before you tap that handy app. Just dial the restaurant directly to place your
order. It will make a big difference in keeping our beloved local restaurants alive and thriving.
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Make your views known
(UPDATE) Central Business District Tolling Program (congestion pricing):
The Early Outreach Comment Period ended on April 27. Dates for the formal public comment period
on the Environmental Assessment will be announced soon. City officials expect Congestion Pricing
to begin in 2023. The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), New York State Department of
Transportation (NYSDOT) and New York City Department of Transportation (NYCDOT) are the local
agencies managing the Central Business District Tolling Program (CBDTP), a regional project to fund
the MTA, also known as congestion pricing. Information on the CBDTP proposal, including links to
past presentations may be found at new.mta.info/project/CBDTP Based on early public outreach,
the proposal has received more than 7,000 comments in the tri-state area to-date. You can watch the
public meetings that have been held about the program on the MTA’s YouTube channel under the
CBDTP playlist youtube.com/user/mtainfo under the CBDTP playlist
youtube.com/watch?v=GIXsntJrv1c&list=PLZHkn788ZQJN8EcIHc8LhDnu2693a-hwW.
Related: Experts Analyze Future of New York City's Central Business Districts
May 3, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid
The COVID-19 pandemic has wreaked havoc on New York City’s core Central Business Districts–
particularly Midtown Manhattan and Lower Manhattan–which are home to the businesses and
industries that are the biggest drivers of the city’s economy.
The lockdown and stay-at-home orders forced by the pandemic changed the nature of work in the
city and beyond, and though the office sector–including the information, financial and real estate,
and professional and business services industries that occupy so much of the space–fared better
than some other sectors of the economy, it has nonetheless seen seemingly irreversible changes.
Office employment in the city fell 5.7% in 2020, compared to an 11.1% drop in total employment, and
while the sector has recovered some of those jobs, it lags behind the state and the rest of the
country. Overall, the total office sector accounts for a third of all private jobs in the city and
contributes two-thirds of its economic output.
But the real shift has been businesses adopting fully-remote and hybrid work models, with the rate of
in-office workers still at 37.1% of pre-pandemic levels, according to State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli’s
office. With white-collar workers staying home, companies gave up their leases and shrank office
space, leading to increasing office vacancy rates which remained at 21% in the second quarter of
2022, levels that the city hasn’t seen in three decades, per the Comptroller’s office. The market value
of office buildings fell by $28.6 billion citywide in the fiscal year 2022 final assessment roll, the first
drop since fiscal year 2000, leading to a significant decrease in property taxes for the city, an
essential source of revenue used to pay for government services.
Read the results of a survey sent last year to The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s email list:
survey results.

4

This massive development proposed by the state agency, Empire Development Corporation, does not have to
follow NYC zoning rules. The height and density of the proposed buildings is far greater than current zoning rules
allow. It provides little affordable residential housing, no deeply affordable housing, and does not provide for
affordable commercial spaces. Current residents and small businesses will be displaced. Such types of
development have been characterized in the New York Times as a deeply flawed “precarious urban monoculture.”
These planned “improvements” often end up being a bad deal for taxpayers and NYC residents and businesses.

Penn Station Neighborhood Redevelopment Plan
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s testimony opposing the Penn Station
Neighborhood Redevelopment Plan.

State: NYC will be 'made whole' without losing tax revenue after Penn Station
redevelopment
April 8, 2022, gothamist.com, by Stephen Nessen
The Empire State Development Corporation, in charge of the Penn Station and Midtown
redevelopment project, sent a letter…to state lawmakers in a bid to quell concerns about the multibillion dollar project's financing...“The City would be made whole for existing property taxes, adjusted
annually, in the Project Area,” [President and CEO designate Hope ] Knight wrote in the letter...Budget
watchdog Nicole Gelinas with the Manhattan Institute read the letter and said…“It is not too paranoid
to surmise that the state is contemplating some sort of temporary gap payment to the city, especially
as it also says PILOTs [Payments In Lieu of Taxes] to be paid would be comparable to other Midtown
West properties. Does that mean Hudson Yards?” Gelinas said. Hudson Yards received around $5.6
billion in subsidies from the PILOT program, which allows developers to avoid paying city taxes by
paying a fee to the state. Gelinas added…No need to strip a large swath of commercial Midtown off
the tax rolls. Creating yet another special district, such as the [World Trade Center] or Hudson Yards,
when such special districts don't have great track records, either fiscally or aesthetically, is
unwise.”...State Sen. Brad Hoylman said he’s waiting for a final assessment from the Independent
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Budget Office before he gives his full approval...The senator said he would also like to see the plan
include more affordable housing.

Should Open Restaurants (outdoor dining) be made permanent?
NYC Department of Transportation web page regarding a permanent Open Restaurants program
www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openrestaurants.shtml. City Council’s approval of the
Open Restaurants program was overruled by a judge who said that the proposal must go through a
full Environmental Review. If you would like to weigh in on this issue, email your elected city officials,
and Council Member Gale Brewer at district6@council.nyc.gov with “Open Restaurants” in the
subject line. DOT’s Open Restaurants survey nycdotsurveys.info/survey/open-restaurants-survey.
Related articles

NYC plans to get rid of outdoor dining sheds once the pandemic ends
February 8, 2022, nypost.com, by Reuven Fenton, Maggie Hicks and Bruce Golding
The Department of Transportation's Open Restaurants Program told the City Council that outdoor
dining structures won't be allowed to remain after the COVID-19 pandemic.

New York's Outdoor Dining Program Stays Controversial, Likely to Evolve
March 23, 2022, planetizen.com, by James Brasuell

NYC SBS Survey on the impact of violations
The NYC Dept of Small Business Services is surveying business owners so that SBS can better
understand the impact violations have on small businesses. To share additional feedback please
email the NYC SBS Regulatory Reform at regreform@sbs.nyc.gov. Take the 5-minute Small Business
Regulatory Survey at www1.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/article/small-business-regulatory-survey.

How you can help
Join a MHNA committee
Learn more about The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association committees. If you would like to join a
committee please contact info@murrayhillnyc.org.

Tell City Hall: Libraries Are for Everyone
The New York Public Library is asking you to sign a letter. Libraries provide essential services to
high-need communities—including those who were and are disproportionately impacted by COVID19—and they need your help. Sign your name and deliver a message to Mayor Adams and the New
York City Council that libraries are critical to a strong recovery and future for New York City. Sign the
letter at nypl.org/speakout.
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Restore the Landmarks Preservation Commission funding
Petition from the activist preservation group Village Preservation…The Mayor’s Executive Budget
submitted last week restored the cuts to the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) that were in
the Mayor’s preliminary proposed budget released in February. This is a victory for preservation, and
we thank Councilmembers Christopher Marte and Erik Bottcher for their support, as well as all of you
who wrote to oppose these damaging cuts. But the battle isn’t over. The budget for the LPC (the
city’s smallest agency) has been gutted in recent years, with many fewer staff to do the job of
identifying and helping to landmark significant historic structures, and to process applications for
routine maintenance, upkeep, and restoration of landmarked properties. Salaries for staff have not
kept pace with inflation, and there has been dramatic and concerning levels of turnover at the
agency. As a result, fewer landmark designations are taking place and wait times for many
applications by small property owners are rising. The City must restore the staffing and adjusted
salary levels the agency had just a few years ago, to ensure it can do its job of protecting and
efficiently regulating our city and neighborhoods’ historic heritage. If you support this cause, a prewritten (editable) letter can be sent to city officials urging them to increase the LPC budget
p2a.co/jwigcs9.

Sign the “Million More Trees” Petition
The “Million More Trees” petition urges the City to commit to planting, reforesting, and restoring one
million trees across the five boroughs by 2030. Background article. Sign the “Million More Trees”
Petition.

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association's Keep Murray Hill Clean and Green group is seeking a
high school student who lives in the neighborhood and has a love for outdoors, nature and
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community surroundings. Our assistant will serve as a volunteer intern with stipend pay, through the
rest of the school semester and through summer. And will work with the Keep Murray Hill Clean
team.
Duties include: assisting with social media posts, bulk mailings to volunteer lists, helping to organize
clean-up days and communicate with local businesses and government officials. Knowledge of
WORD, some EXCEL, and some GRAPHIC DESIGN softwares is necessary. Good communication
skills.
Student must have a concern for the environment and want to do problem solving, and an interest in
rallying volunteers. Student will gain experience in grassroots organizing and dealing with
challenging urban problems, and gain skills in project workflow from start to finish.
We will work with student's school on requirements for possible credit for the experience.
If interested, kindly reply to greenandclean@murrayhillnyc.org.

The Green Infrastructure Grant Program offers funding for green roof retrofits for private
property owners in New York City. Learn more at www1.nyc.gov/site/dep/water/green-infrastructuregrant-program.page. They accept applications on a rolling basis. Private property owners interested
in applying must download and complete the Pre-Application Form and submit it to
gigrantprogram@dep.nyc.gov. Application materials will be provided to potential grantees following
a pre-application meeting between the private property owner and the NYC Department of
Environmental Protection. There will be webinars to explain program eligibility requirements and
guide users through the application process on June 8, September 7 and December 7.

COVID-19 updates
The COVID-19 page on the NYC Department of Health website shows that the NYC alert level
was raised to Medium (data taken 5/6/2022), due to an increasing rate of transmission.
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.
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COVID-19 Alert Levels
Alert Level: Medium. When the COVID-19 case level rose to 200 per day per 100,000 people for a
period of time in NYC, the alert level was raised from Low to Medium, on May 2, 2022.

NYC Department of Health Guidance During Medium Alert Level
At this time, follow these prevention tips to stop the spread of the virus:
• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines: Get vaccinated and boosted. Vaccines are
available for everyone ages 5 and older. Booster doses are available for everyone 12 and
older.
o Visit the NYC COVID-19 and Flu Vaccine Finder or call 877-VAX4NYC (877-8294692) to find a vaccination site. This site can be searched by zip code and type
of vaccine.
o COVID-19: Vaccine
•

Wear a face mask in public indoor settings. Upgrade to higher-quality masks, including
KN95, KF94, N95, or a cloth mask on top of a surgical mask. Higher-quality masks will
most benefit people who are at high risk of severe illness, are over 65 or are
unvaccinated.
o Guidance for Face Masks

•

Get tested. Testing is especially important if you have COVID-19 symptoms or were
recently in contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19. You should also get
tested before and after traveling or getting together with others.
o COVID-19: Testing

•

Stay home if sick or recently exposed. Follow all isolation and quarantine guidance,
including wearing a face mask. COVID-19 is highly contagious. You can spread COVID-19
even if you do not have symptoms.
o COVID-19: What to Do When Sick

•

Wash your hands. Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20
seconds, or use a hand sanitizer.

The NYC Health Department is following CDC’s COVID-19 Community Levels and will adjust
the guidance based on their criteria.
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If NYC’s Alert Level is raised to High, the City will consider requiring face masks in all public
indoor settings.

In NYC, masks are required in health care facilities, congregate settings, and on public
transportation. Proof of vaccination and masks may be required by employers, businesses and
nonprofits.
Masks are still required at school for 2-4 year old children. Learn more at schools.nyc.gov/schoollife/health-and-wellness/covid-information/health-and-safety-in-our-schools.

Trends
Data taken on 5/6/22 from NYC Department of Health Covid Data page
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-neighborhoods.page shows case rates for zip code
10016, Manhattan and NYC.
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Therapies
High-risk people (seniors and immunocompromised people) are eligible for the new anti-viral pills.
Take a covid test and contact your doctor within a couple of days of having symptoms, to request a
prescription. Call 311 to speak to a NYC Health & Hospitals doctor if you don’t have a doctor. The
anti-viral Paxlovid pill is most effective when prescribed shortly after symptoms begin, and sharply
reduces the chances a COVID illness will become severe. It is prescribed as three pills taken twice a
day for five days. Molnupiravir is taken as four pills twice a day for five days. The pills are available
for high-risk adults and must be taken soon after symptoms appear. The Federal government is
making these therapies more widely available.
The FDA ruled that the monoclonal antibody treatment Sotrovimab is ineffective against Omicron,
and removed it from the approved list in areas where Omicron is over 50% of all cases, which
includes the tri-state area. An antibody called Bebtelovimab remains approved, and is rated as
effective against BA.2.
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Insurance Reimbursement for At-Home Tests
Your health insurance company will pay you back for 8 at-home tests per month for each person on
the plan. Under a new plan announced by the Biden administration, privately insured Americans can
be reimbursed for eight at-home coronavirus tests per person per month. Ask your local pharmacy if
they are participating in this program.

More details about covid-19 are at the bottom of this newsletter.

CUNY: Only 27% of adult New Yorkers infected during initial omicron surge
May 2, 2022, gothamist.com, by Nsikan Akpan
On [May 2, 2022] New York City health officials raised the COVID alert level from low to medium—
citing a persistent uptick in cases that has pushed the collective risk above the limits defined by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. This upgrade happened even though the city’s alert level
and the CDC’s rankings prioritize hospital burden rather than community transmission. Citywide case
rates are now, on average, over 200 cases per 100,000 (100k) residents over the past seven days —
the threshold needed to automatically qualify as medium risk by the CDC...only about a quarter of
New York City adults caught omicron during the first three months of 2022. That was just after the
variant began accounting for more than 90% of cases in the region. Based on these findings, a
majority of adults—about 72%—would still be susceptible to catching omicron and its ever-expanding
bouquet of subvariants.

Learn more at murrayhillnyc.org.
Testing
Vaccinations

For businesses and nonprofits
June 30 (deadline for applications)

2022 Grand Central Holiday Fair—Calling all artisans!
Important dates
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Application Deadline: June 30, 2022
Acceptances and Agreements Sent: July 29, 2022
Non-refundable Fees ($12,500) and Signed Agreements Due: September 1, 2022
Fee for New Signage Due: October 14, 2022
Final payment ($6,000) Due: October 14, 2022
Vendor Load In: November 12-13, 2022
Fair Open: November 14, 2022 – December 24, 2022 (Closed Thanksgiving Day)
Learn more at grandcentralterminal.com/holiday-fair-application-2022.

Applications are open for Holiday Shops at Bryant Park
Local artisan goods and gifts curated by Urbanspace...The Holiday Shops at Bank of America Winter
Village is one of the top seasonal markets in the country...Urbanspace is currently accepting
applications for the 2022-2023 season. Apply at form.jotform.com/220945370198158. Learn more
urbanspacenyc.com.

Ongoing

Webinars for businesses
The NYC Department of Small Business Services (SBS) is hosting several free webinars providing
information and resources for NYC small businesses. Schedule of upcoming webinars
eventbrite.com/o/nyc-department-of-small-business-services-5423713077. You can also view
recorded webinars on-demand. Additional free webinars are available through SCORE, a U.S. Small
Business Administration affiliate. Learn more about the schedule and how to register.

If your business is facing a real-time emergency, you may contact Small Business
Services (SBS) by calling 311 or 212-618-8810. To connect with the SBS Emergency Response Unit &
Intergovernmental Services, please e-mail ERU@sbs.nyc.gov

Training Webinar Overdose Prevention and Naloxone
The presence of fentanyl in NYC's drug supply has dramatically increased the number of overdose
deaths, and the webinar helped instruct NYC nightlife venue owners and workers on what steps they
can take to prevent an opioid overdose and save a life. Participants were urged to become Certified
Opioid Overdose Responders and receive an Overdose Rescue Kit with naloxone - a medication that
can save someone's life by reversing the effects of an opioid overdose. Presented by The Office of
Nightlife and the NYC Department of Health. Watch the virtual Nightlife Training Webinar on YouTube
youtube.com/watch?v=TQnu8UyLivA.
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Mondays 4pm

(virtual) NYC Nightlife, Elevate: Nightlife Mental Health
An initiative launched by the NYC Office of Nightlife and the Mayor’s Office of Community Mental
Health, in partnership with Backline. This new partnership invites members of NYC’s nightlife
community, including hospitality business owners, workers and performers, to join free weekly
Backline support groups to address trauma and stress in the nightlife industry. Learn more at
backline.care/nyc-nightlife-support-group. ZOOM ID 856 3024 7875.

June 10 (next deadline)

Manhattan Chamber’s Small Business Digital Shopping Guides
The Manhattan Chamber of Commerce Foundation, with support from Wells Fargo, is announcing an
initiative to help businesses reach out to a larger group of potential customers. Local businesses can
submit information about a discount offer or special product they want highlighted in one of
Manhattan Chamber’s Small Business Digital Shopping Guides. Sign up for this free offer.
mailchi.mp/manhattancc/events-33280?e=b6bb400906. Below are the five guidebooks to be
distributed in 2022 and the deadlines to submit your information:
Pride Month (June): Highlight LGBT-owned businesses in New York.
Deadline for submission: June 10.
Hispanic Heritage Month (September): Highlight Latinx-owned businesses in New York City.
Deadline for submission: September 16.
Small Business Saturday/Holiday Guide (November): Highlight small businesses located throughout
New York City with a special section to showcase legacy businesses that have been here for 50
years or more. Deadline for submission: November 4.

Jobs, internships and training opportunities
Paid training program at Roundabout Theater Company
Roundabout Theatre Company is continuing its partnership with the International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employees to deliver a multi-year paid training program, the Theatrical Workforce
Development Program. The program begins with a six-week Stagecraft Bootcamp with training in
scenic, electrics, audio, and wardrobe while providing safety and work readiness instruction.
Following months include hands-on experience, work calls across the city, internship placements,
and mentoring from theatre professionals. To learn more about TWDP and receive the application,
you must attend an information session on the following dates:
• Monday, May 23, 6 – 8:30 pm
• Thursday, May 26, 3:30 – 6 pm
• Friday, June 3, 3:30 – 6 pm
• Monday, June 6, 6 – 8:30 pm
Sign up for a session at tfaforms.com/4973756.
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Upcoming events

open now, through June 30

Virtual exhibit at Gallery35, Branches
BRANCHES features work inspired by rain-puddle reflections, wind-warped trees, tide-created
grooves as well as gardens, fields, river beds, forests and desert landscapes! Branches observed in
far-away Maine, New Mexico, Arizona, Australia, France and locally in NYC have found their way into
these artistic visions by 10 Gallery35 artists. Visit the exhibit at gallery35nyc.com/2022/04/28/onetheme-many-visions. Gallery35, 24 East 35th Street (offices only), telephone: 917-566-0708, email:
gallery35ny@gmail.com, gallery35nyc.com.

open enrollment has been extended

Get Covered NYC (New York City’s healthcare marketplace)

Enroll on the 15th to get coverage starting on the 1st of the following month. Need health coverage?
Join GetCoveredNYC to learn more about how you can enroll in a plan that fits your
budget! GetCoveredNYC helps New Yorkers in the five boroughs enroll in health insurance, including
low- or no-cost options, under the Affordable Care Act (also known as Obamacare). You may be
eligible for free health insurance coverage! You can call 311 or text CoveredNYC (SeguroNYC en
Español) to 877877 to be connected to a GetCoveredNYC Specialist. Enrollment page
www1.nyc.gov/site/mayorspeu/resources/getcovered-open-enrollment.page.

CUNY Graduate Center Virtual Music Concerts
May 9 1 - 2pm Recital: Fifi Zhang, piano
May 10 1 - 2:30pm Recital: Joseph Vaz, piano
May 12 1 - 2:15pm Music in Midtown: Chamber Music on Fifth
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May 16 1 - 2:15pm Recital: Antonio Valentin, piano
May 18 1 - 2:30pm Recital: Peter Clark, violin
May 20 1 - 2:15pm Concert: Graduate Center Composers
(free) Presented by the Graduate Center, City University of New York. Full schedule at
gcmusic.commons.gc.cuny.edu/events/categories/all-performances/music-in-midtown.

May 9 6:30 - 7:30pm

Virtual Town Hall: Spending for our Students
New York City has received an unprecedented influx of $7 billion in federal recovery aid for our
students, but nine months into the fiscal year the Department of Education has spent less than 25%
of these funds. Panelists Congressman Jamaal Bowman, State Senator Robert Jackson, Smitha
Varghese of Alliance for Quality Education, and Shael Polakow-Suransky of Bank Street College will
join with NYC Comptroller Brad Lander for a virtual town hall discussion on how we ensure that
students get the most out of this federal stimulus money. Register at
us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_P6ulisILSyG3YfjWDj6qZA.
April 13, 2022, Press Release, NYC Comptroller Brad Lander's Office: NYC Department of Education
Slow to Spend Federal COVID Stimulus Funds, NYC Comptroller Finds
Read the full report, NYC Comptroller Brad Lander's Office: DOE Federal Covid Stimulus Funds
Programmatic Spending Update, April 12, 2022.

Tuesdays 10 - 11am

Combine Art and Fitness Through Ribbon Dancing in Bryant Park
(free) Ribbon Dancing lets participants do just that. Led by Margaret Yuen of Red Silk Dancers,
classes are open to participants of all ages and skill levels. Ribbons are available to borrow but you
are also welcome to bring your own.
at Bryant Park on the Fountain Terrace
(between 40th & 42nd Street and between 5th & 6th Avenue, behind the Library)

Monthly housing clinic
On the second Tuesday of every month, NYC Council Member Erik Bottcher’s (Council District 3)
office holds a housing clinic to provide free access to housing and tenant attorneys. The next clinic
is Tuesday, May 10 from 4 – 6pm. If you would like to speak with a housing attorney, please make
an appointment, email district3@council.nyc.gov or call 212-564-7757.
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May 10

6pm

(virtual) Nordic Book Club: Present Tense Machine by Gunnhild Øyehaug
(free) Read and discuss Scandinavian literature in translation. The club will discuss Present Tense
Machine by Gunnhild Øyehaug, out now in translation by Kari Dickson, which was recently discussed
by the author in a virtual panel now streaming at youtube.com/watch?v=EY2Hd1qzndE. About the
book: On an ordinary day in Bergen, Norway, in the late 1990s, Anna is reading in the garden while her
two-year-old daughter, Laura, plays on her tricycle. Then, in one startling moment, Anna misreads a
word, an alternate universe opens up, and Laura disappears. Twenty years or so later, life has gone
on as if nothing happened, but in each of the women’s lives, something is not quite right. Both Anna
and Laura continue to exist, but they are invisible to each other and forgotten in each other’s worlds.
Both are writers and amateur pianists. They are married; Anna had two more children after Laura
disappeared, and Laura is expecting a child of her own. They worry about their families, their jobs, the
climate—and whether this reality is all there is. Learn more and register at
scandinaviahouse.org/events/present-tense-machine-book-club. Presented by Scandinavia House
(scandinaviahouse.org).

May 10

7pm (6:30pm doors)

Mendelssohn Glee Club's 2022 Spring Concert
(Free) Program: works by Dvorak, Handel, King and Goffin, Nance & Houseman, Rogers & Sondheim,
Rogers & Hammerstein, Romberg, Styne & Sondheim. Gene Wisoff, conductor, Hyerim Song, piano
accompanist, with Matthew Anchel, Bass, Metropolitan Opera guest artist. Champagne Reception,
Silent Auction, 50/50 Raffle & Sing-Along To Follow Concert. Attendees must be fully vaccinated and
wear a mask. Mendelssohn Glee Club (since 1866), mgcnyc.org.
Services: The Church of the Good Shepherd conducts Holy Eucharist on Sundays at 11am.
at the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
240 East 31st Street (between 2nd & 3rd Avenue)

May 10 7:30pm (premiere)

(virtual discussion) North Atlantic Triennial exhibition
(free) Curators Markús Þór Andrésson of the Rekyjavik Art Museum, Jaime DeSimone of the Portland
Museum of Art and Anders Jansson of the Bildmuseet will join art writer Gregory Volk for a
conversation about the North Atlantic Triennial, currently on view at the Portland Museum of Art until
June 5, in a virtual program produced by Scandinavia House in collaboration with the Portland
Museum of Art. Co-organized by the Portland Museum of Art, the Reykjavík Art Museum, Iceland, and
the Bildmuseet, Sweden, the North Atlantic Triennial is the first exhibition devoted entirely to
contemporary art of the North Atlantic region. Featuring both emerging and more established artists
living today, the exhibition presents 21st century art from an unprecedented cross-section of artists
living in Maine, the Canadian Maritimes, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Faroe Islands, Finland, Sweden,
and Denmark as well as Indigenous nations throughout the region. The program will air at
https://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/north-atlantic-triennial-talk-2022 via YouTube and remain
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available to stream following the premiere. *The video will remain available to stream following the
premiere.* Hosted by Scandinavia House (scandinaviahouse.org).

May 10 8pm

New weekly video show: One Solution For Everything with Paula Oleska
Paula is a neuro-behaviorist with a deep background in the mind-body connection. A former dancer
and opera singer, and a current circus performer, she invented powerful techniques to enhance her
performances, alleviate stress and envision optimized outcomes. As a result of her unique
background and her studies of the brain-mind-body connection, she created her proprietary system:
Radical Rapid Results through Brain Upgrade®. Learn more and view the show at
winwinwomen.tv/show/one-solution-for-everything.

May 11 9am - 4:30pm

(in person, free) CooperatorEvents New York Expo
Register at coopexpo.com. Exhibitors cover every aspect of multifamily living—from board
governance, financial planning, and community engagement to roof repair, energy management, and
landscape design. Free seminars, networking, and more.
at the New York Hilton Midtown
53rd Street & Avenue of the Americas (6th Avenue)

May 11 1:30 – 2:45pm

(virtual) The Independent State Legislature Theory’s Radical Threat to
Democracy
Under the independent state legislature theory, state legislatures would have exclusive power to
make election law, unconstrained by state constitutions, state courts, state governors — and maybe
even federal law. Join the Brennan Center for Justice at the New York University School of Law for a
live discussion with Vikram D. Amar, dean of the University of Illinois School of Law; Leah Litman,
professor at the University of Michigan Law School; Carolyn Shapiro, co-director of the Institute on
the Supreme Court at Illinois Tech; Kate Shaw, co-director of the Floersheimer Center for
Constitutional Democracy at Cardozo Law; and moderator Wilfred Codrington III, Brennan Center
fellow and professor at Brooklyn Law School. RSVP at eventbrite.com/e/the-independent-statelegislature-theorys-radical-threat-to-democracy-tickets-325202598727.
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ongoing, next Manhattan sessions:
May 11 2 - 3:30pm (industry)
May 17 2 - 3:30pm (Q&A)

Department of Buildings hosts live bi-weekly Q&A session and industry
meetings (Manhattan)
Live Q&A Sessions - Bi-weekly online Q&A Session for property owners, registered design
professionals, filing representatives and other licensees/registrants provides a space for attendees
to ask job specific questions for filings in DOB NOW, the Buildings Information System (BIS), or
general questions about permits, Construction Codes, Zoning Regulations, sign offs, certificates of
occupancy, place of assembly, equipment installations, violations and civil penalties, etc.
Monthly Industry Meetings – a monthly online, borough-specific industry session for registered
design professionals to discuss policy and business process questions that are not job specific. The
meetings will also include a review of recent updates and policy decisions. See the above link for the
schedule.
Learn more, register and see the schedule of upcoming sessions at
www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/dob/upcoming-events.page.

May 11 6 - 7:30pm (second Wednesday of the month)

(virtual) NYC Department of Education’s Manhattan Office and Counseling in
Schools Family & Caretaker series
May 11 Responding to Increased Community Violence
June 8 How to Advocate for your Student's Needs in School
Register at
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCY1iFIeGoszQjnb8fJbWMPFsI0nrfXMymcrrO91La3pAnxA/v
iewform.

May 11, May 18, May 25, June 1, June 8

6:30pm

Public Banks – The What, the Why and the How
(free) Class presented by the Henry George School of Social Science. Are public banks a better
alternative to our existing private banking model? This 5-session course will discuss the public bank
model, comparing and contrasting it to private banks to highlight differences between them and their
implications for the community. The course will also look into past and present experiments in public
banking in the United States. Instructors: Earl Staelin, a lawyer and the chair of the Rocky Mountain
Public Banking Institute, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, whose mission is to educate Coloradans, legislators,
and other public officials on the many advantages of a state-owned and local public banks, for a
strong, stable, and just economy. He has done extensive legal and financial research and writing on
public banking and drafted legislation to establish a state and local public banks. He also worked
with public banking advocates to advance public banking in the United States. Alec Tsoucatos, PhD,
was born of Greek parents in Alexandria, Egypt, a day before Pearl Harbor in 1941. He attended
primary school at a British institution in Alexandria and finished Junior High and High School in
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Athens, Greece. He received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in economics from UC Berkeley and
his PhD from CU Boulder under the tutelage of Kenneth Boulding. His main interests are in new
economics, integrative medicine, positive psychology and progressive mystical Christianity. A link to
join will be provided via email before the start of each session. Register at hgsss.org/public-banksthe-what-the-why-and-the-how. Learn more about the Henry George School of Social Science at
hgsss.org.

May 11 7:30pm

(virtual) A discussion about how coalitions across race and class can change
society: Building Political Alliances Across Race and Class
(free) In a time when we hear about the divisions fracturing American society, what bridges are being
built to achieve a more fully functioning democracy and create economic gains for all? How can
diverse coalitions across race and class, empowering different groups with common goals, bring
about much needed change to our political system, institutions, and social policies? About the
panelists: Farah Stockman, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist of The New York Times and author of
American Made: What Happens to People When Work Disappears, leads a discussion on these urgent
questions, featuring: Dana Kuhnline, campaign manager for ReImagine Appalachia; Heather McGhee,
distinguished lecturer at the CUNY School of Labor and Urban Studies and author of The Sum of Us:
What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together; Janelle Wong, professor of
American studies at the University of Maryland and author of Immigrants, Evangelicals, and Politics in
an Era of Demographic Change; and others. Learn more at https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/buildingpolitical-alliances-across-race-and-class. Register at gc-cunyedu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QduSMQb1QeuYEcUd6hAtBg. Presented with the Stone Center
on Socio-Economic Inequality.

May 31 – June 13 Gifted and Talented applications will be open.
ongoing Elementary School and EarlyLearn enrollment
3K and Pre-K applications are closed (for children born in 2018 and 2019)
Kindergarten applications are closed (for children born in 2017). The deadline for accepting offers
was May 6.
Middle School applications are closed. Offers will be released in May.
High School applications are closed. Offers will be released in the beginning of June.
Specialized High School test results are available for students who tested in December 2021.
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NYC Public School applications
If you missed enrollment for your child, you can add your child to the wait list with your
myschools.nyc account. High schools will be allowed to use borough and zone geographic priorities.
Learn more at schools.nyc.gov, at schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade and at
MySchools NYC myschools.nyc/en (other languages are available), by phone at 718-935-2009 or at a
Family Welcome Center schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/family-welcome-centers.
EarlyLearn is for toddlers to 2 years old and is available for eligible families. Learn more at
schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/earlylearn-nyc. The DOE announced that the
sibling priority is being expanded for students applying to middle school, meaning middle school
applicants will have priority to attend their sibling’s school. Families can contact
siblings@schools.nyc.gov for support. If you need a school for your child now, learn what to do on
the New Students page schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/new-students. For enrollment
questions email ESEnrollment@schools.nyc.gov.

May 12 6pm

(virtual) Community Board 5 Public Hearing to be followed by the CB5 Full Board Meeting
Public Hearing. The public is encouraged to attend and comment on a Hearing Agenda topic, 2 min
per speaker.
• Open Restaurants Task Force recommendations to the permanent Open Restaurants
Program.
• Public Restroom Task Force resolution on public restroom access.
• Int. 258, a City Council bill to require a report on potential public bathroom placement
locations within each NYC zip code.
• Application from NY Rangers/Madison Square Garden for potential Bryant Park viewing
events for some NHL Playoffs away games.
• and more
Register for the public hearing and full board meeting at
us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kyh489T7Tjy6e6wcBfqxNQ.

through June 2

(virtual) HPD Tenant and Owner Resource Fairs
(free) NYC Housing Preservation & Development and partners invite you to join upcoming tenant and
owner virtual resource fairs. For more information about these events and events for Buildings,
please visit nyc.gov/hpdevents.
Tenants
Learn about rent protection, tenants' rights in rent-regulated apartments, housing discrimination
protection, Housing Connect affordable housing lottery, and more!
May 12 6pm
Presented in partnership with Councilmember Kevin C. Riley and Neighborhood Initiatives
Development Corp (NIDC). Join the Zoom meeting.
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May 19 6pm
Presented in partnership with the Real Estate Empowerment Coalition Inc (REEC). Join the Zoom
meeting.
Owners
Learn about home and residential loans, health and safety conditions, foreclosure prevention,
property tax abatements and exemptions, permits, and more.
June 2 6pm
Presented in partnership with the Real Estate Empowerment Coalition Inc (REEC)
Join the Zoom meeting.

May 12 7:30pm (pre-concert talk at 7pm)

(in person) Music on Park Avenue with Per Tengstrand - About Schubert: The
Arpeggione Sonata
Tengstrand will be joined by Opus violist Katie Liu in a performance of Schubert’s Arpeggione Sonata.
In tonight’s performance, they will play the whole work, in addition to pieces by Bach and other
composers. Tickets $30 ($25 ASF Members). Learn more and purchase tickets at
scandinaviahouse.org/events/music-on-park-ave-may-2022. Tickets are $30 ($25 ASF Members)
at Scandinavia House, Victor Borge Hall
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

May 13 7:30pm (doors at 7:15pm)
(in-person and live stream) Piano on Park: last concert of the season with jazz pianist Jeremy
Manasia and bassist Ugonna Okegwo
(Free ) An improvisatory duet on great American standards and original music with jazz pianist
Jeremy Manasia and bassist Ugonna Okegwo. RSVP with suggested donation. Learn more and RSVP
to attend at eventbrite.com/e/jeremy-manasia-ugonna-okegwo-tickets-319179694057. Donation for
the musicians.
Cyrus von Hochstetter
10 Park Avenue

22

May 13 - 15
May 20 - 22

Urbanspace's Spring Makers Market returns to Bryant Park
The Market will feature 85 local makers setting up pop-up stalls over the course of three weekends in
May. All businesses in the Makers Market are local to New York or the Tri-State area and feature
products that are 100% designed by them and produced locally. Learn more at
urbanspacenyc.com/makersmarket-at-bryant-park.

May 14 2pm

Church of the Covenant Virtual Conversation on Memory Loss and
Alzheimer’s disease
Share your feedback and stories with the Church of the Covenant First Responders & Memory Loss
Healing Team. Join Zoom Meeting at
us02web.zoom.us/j/4894157954?pwd=bFdKZlhUcWpFWkRPRmtiTjhoclJRdz09
Meeting ID: 489 415 7954
Password: 542954
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,4894157954#,,1#,542954# US (New York)
For more information and to register for this virtual conversation please contact
bjiedmonds54@gmail.com. The Church of the Covenant is located at: 310 East 42nd Street, New
York, NY 10017, 212-697-3185, info@churchofthecovenantnyc.com,
facebook.com/CovenantChurchNYC, cocnyc.org.
Save the date May 21, the Longest Day to help fight Alzheimer’s Disease and other forms of Memory
Loss.

The Morgan Library & Museum
Timed admissions. Proof of vaccination required for visitors age 5 and older. Purchase tickets at
themorgan.org / Morgan Library members free. Fridays free from 5 – 7pm. Reservations required.
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See the MHNA Merchants Discount page for details about discounts to Morgan Library events and
membership.
through May 15

Holbein: Capturing Character
Hans Holbein the Younger (1497/98–1543) was among the most skilled, versatile, and inventive
artists of the early 1500s. He created captivating portraits of courtiers, merchants, scholars, and
statesmen in Basel, Switzerland, and later in England, and served as a court painter to Tudor King
Henry VIII (1491–1547). Enriched by inscriptions, insignia, and evocative attributes, his portraits
comprise eloquent visual statements of personal identity and illuminate the Renaissance culture of
erudition, self-fashioning, luxury, and wit.
through May 22

Woody Guthrie: People Are the Song
The author of more than three thousand folk songs, Woody Guthrie (1912–1967) is one of the most
influential songwriters and recording artists in American history. He is an icon of the Depression era
and wrote the world’s most famous protest song, “This Land Is Your Land,” but he was not only a
songwriter, and his subject matter extended well beyond labor politics. His creativity included lyrics,
poetry, artwork, and largely unpublished prose writings, and it encompassed topics such as the
environment, love, sex, spirituality, family, and racial justice.
through June 5

Gwendolyn Brooks: A Poet’s Work In Community
This exhibition celebrates the life and work of American poet Gwendolyn Brooks (1917–2000).
Though Brooks is generally well-known for her poetry, few recognize her expansive social and
political impact. The first Black author to win a Pulitzer Prize in any category, Brooks led a decadeslong career marked by her engagement with struggles for racial justice. Comprising more than forty
manuscripts, broadsides, and first editions, A Poet's Work In Community explores Brooks’s roles as a
poet, teacher, mentor, and community leader. It traces the effect of the resulting relationships on her
work and the work of others.
June 18

The Morgan Library’s garden reopens
Visitors to the Morgan will be able to see the garden and exterior of the buildings with timed tickets.
at The Morgan Library & Museum
225 Madison Avenue (between 36th & 37th Street)
212-685-0008
themorgan.org.

ongoing, next session
May 16 2 – 4pm

(virtual) Rat Academy Training
For building managers, superintendents, tenants, community gardeners, etc. see training schedule
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and register at www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/rats-control-training.page. Learn more at
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/rats.page.

May 16-17 5:30 - 6:30pm
May 23-24

American Symphony Orchestra plays four pop-up concerts in Bryant Park
Featuring a string quartet, jazz ensemble, and percussion ensemble, you do not want to miss these
intimate performances from some of the top musicians in NYC! Tickets are not required and seating
is available on a first-come, first-served basis.
at Bryant Park
(between 40th & 42nd Street, and between 5th & 6th Avenue, behind the Library)

May 19 4pm

(virtual) The Abraham Accords: A New Development in the Middle East
Bill Siegel, Lifelong Peer Learning Program member, invites Benjamin Rogers, the American Jewish
Committee Director of Middle East Initiatives, to discuss the impact of the Abraham Accords on the
future of Middle East engagement. Signed in the Fall of 2020, the Abraham Accords are a series of
diplomatic agreements between the State of Israel and the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and
Morocco. The conversation will explore how these normalization agreements emerged, their impact
on Israeli-Palestinian relations, and their long-term effects throughout the region. Register at gc-cunyedu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RbtF11AdQqy6YEOTbE03Gg. Hosted by the Graduate Center,
City University of New York. gc.cuny.edu.

May 20 6 - 7pm

Metropolitan Synagogue Shabbat Services with Israeli Music Honoring
Israel’s 74th Independence Day
Metropolitan Synagogue invites you and your friends on Friday night to in-person Shabbat services
with special music honoring Israel’s 74th Independence Day, by Sephardi virtuoso and singer Avram
Pengas. Services take place at Scandinavia House. All are welcome to join and bring friends for a
musically uplifting Shabbat service with Israeli music—a time to meet and greet friends, old and new.
Services take place at Scandinavia House. Please email inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org if you
will be in attendance or have any questions. Proof of vaccination required for entry.
at Scandinavia House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)
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running from May 23 - May 28

An Intimate Evening with Liv Ullmann
Join Liv Ullmann for a dynamic, interactive exploration of her life as an actress, director, writer and
humanitarian activist. With Tom Remlov, former CEO of Norwegian Film as guide, the audience will
encounter Liv—her work, her passions, her loves, her life. One of Scandinavia’s most celebrated stars
of stage and screen, Liv’s artistic collaborations with Ingmar Bergman are only a part of a career
which has spanned over 60 years and was recently celebrated with an Honorary Lifetime
Achievement Award at the 94th Academy Awards. Audiences are invited on a journey with Liv as she
also shares film clips, photos and memorabilia from her varied and unique life. For the evening
performances on Wednesday - Friday, May 25 - 27 and the matinee on Saturday, May 28, Scandinavia
House is offering MHNA members a $15 dollar discount on tickets (originally $50), use the promo
code: NORWAY. This discount code is not valid for opening night on May 23. Purchase tickets at
goelevent.com/ScandinaviaHouse/e/LivLiveAnIntimateEveningwithLivUllmann.
At Scandinavia House
58 Park Avenue
scandinaviahouse.org
(212–779–3587)

May 25–31

Fleet Week New York 2022
Multiple ships and more than 2,000 members of the sea services are set to visit the five boroughs
between is May 25 and May 31. The week-long event will include public ship visitations, a variety of
military demonstrations and a mix of new events. Learn more at nynavyleague.org/fleet-week-2022.

May 25 2pm: call in 347-921-5612 Access code 835 020 477#
May 26 6pm: call in 347-921-5612 Access code 941 587 106#

(virtual) The NYC Water Board will hold two public hearings on a rate hike of
up to 4.9%
The meetings will be held via conference call (under state emergency COVID guidelines), and the rate
hike would take effect on Juy 1, 2022. Anyone may attend, but you must register to speak, and
submit testimony, by 5pm on the day prior to the day of the hearing. Register by email at
nycwaterboard@dep.nyc.gov; by telephone at 718-595-3594; or by mail: New York City Water Board,
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59-17 Junction Boulevard, 8th Floor, Flushing, NY 11373. Oral testimony will be limited to five
minutes duration. For additional information about the hearings, as well as information on
accessibility options, visit nyc.gov/waterboard.

May 26 7:30pm

Doctors' Orchestral Society of New York Harvey Salomon Memorial Concert
(free, donations welcome) Program: Richard Strauss, Also sprach Zarathustra, Op. 30 “Sunrise”,
Gustav Mahler, Symphony No. 1 in D major, Movement 3, arr. Yoon Jae Lee, Edvard Grieg, Piano
Concerto in A minor, Op. 16, soloist Young Park, Johannes Brahms, Symphony No. 1 in C minor, Op.
68, John Philip Sousa, The Stars & Stripes Forever. Led by artistic director Kyunghun Kim. All guests
must be vaccinated and masked. The auditorium is large and allows plenty of social distancing. The
Doctors' Orchestra was founded in 1938 by physicians interested in performing symphonic music. In
recent years it has added community musicians representing the diverse professions in the
metropolitan area. doctorsorchestra.org.
at Norman Thomas High School
111 East 33rd Street (NE Corner of Park Avenue on 33rd Street)
2nd Floor Auditorium

May 27 – September 17 7pm (Lawn opens at 5pm)

The 2022 season of Picnic Performances at Bryant Park presented by Bank of
America
(free) Twenty-six live and in-person music, dance, and theater events produced in partnership with a
diverse and storied lineup of New York City’s performing arts institutions. Over 20 of this season’s
events will also be available to livestream in their entirety.
The season opens on May 27 with New York City Opera’s staged, costumed, and live musicsupported production of Rossini’s The Barber of Seville and closes on September 17 with
an American Symphony Orchestra 60th Anniversary concert. In between, don’t miss five nights of
contemporary dance with established and rising companies; performances in partnership
with Carnegie Hall Citywide, The Town Hall, Joe’s Pub, and The Classical Theatre of Harlem; the postpandemic return of Bryant Park favorites Emerging Music Festival and Accordion Festival; as well as
new collaborations with Jazzmobile, Asian American Arts Alliance, and Steinway Artists.
All performances are free to the public and designed to be enjoyed casually – no tickets required—
with ample seating available and free picnic blankets for audience members to borrow. Attendees
may bring their own food or purchase from on-site food and beverage vendors near the Lawn.
COVID-19 vaccinations and masks are not currently required but Bryant Park will continue to monitor
and follow updated New York City and New York State COVID-19 guidelines throughout the summer
as necessary. Learn more at bryantpark.org/series/bryant-park-picnics.
at Bryant Park
(between 40th & 42nd Street, and between 5th & 6th Avenue, behind the Library)
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May 29 10 – 11:30am

(virtual) Roundtable for Boomers and Seniors: Aging in Place, Living Well in
the Community—Advocating for the Change We Want
The majority of older people want to age in place, and it is possible to do so with the right support
and planning.
Attendees can submit questions through Zoom and Facebook during the event, but are strongly
encouraged to submit them when you register. Join the event online through Zoom or Facebook. You
can also listen in by telephone. Once you register for the event, you will receive a confirmation email
with the Zoom and Facebook links, and the call-in information. State Senator Liz Krueger is
sponsoring this event.

May 30 (deadline for early bird participation fee)
June 7 - June 18 (rehearsals and performance)

Join the St. George's Choral Society for their Summer Choral Festival with
Organ: Music of Gabriel Fauré
Beginning Tuesday, June 7, St. George's Choral Society will host a two-week choral intensive, with
two rehearsals a week, culminating in a performance on Saturday, June 18 at 7:00 PM.
Participation costs $175 for those who apply by May 30 and $225 for those who apply after May 30.
Apply online. Program, Summer Choral Festival with Organ: Music of Gabriel Fauré: Ave Maria, 1871,
Tantum ergo, op. 62, no. 2, Requiem, op. 48.
Rehearsals (St. George’s Chapel, 5 Rutherford Place, 17th Street between 2nd & 3rd Avenue)
Tuesday, June 7 7 - 9pm
Thursday, June 9 7 - 9pm
Tuesday, June 14 7 - 9pm
Thursday, June 16 7 - 9pm
Dress and Concert at The Church of the Incarnation (Madison and 35th Street)
Saturday, June 18
Dress rehearsal 3:30 - 5:30pm
Concert at 7pm, 6:30pm call time

through June 2
Tuesdays 8 - 9am
Wednesdays and Thursdays 5 - 6pm

Bryant Park Birding Tours
Discover the surprising diversity of birds that call Bryant Park home during migratory season with
guided tours by NYC Audubon, led by environmental educator and urban naturalist Gabriel Willow.
Bryant Park is a hotspot for avian visitors and birders alike. Tours will take place during spring
migration season. No pre-registration is required. Learn more at bryantpark.org/programs/birdingtours.
Meet at Heiskell Plaza, Bryant Park (near the corner of 6th Avenue and 42nd Street)
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Important election dates
NOTE: Voters must be registered with a party to vote to nominate that party's candidate in a Primary
Election (the deadline was February 14 to change party affiliation for the upcoming Primary Election).
Use the Voter Registration Form to indicate your party when you register to vote, if you would like to
change your party affiliation or to change your address. We recommend using the online forms
where possible. Election rules are set by the State.
New York City Board of Elections website vote.nyc
New York State Board of Elections website elections.ny.gov
Check your voter registration status at vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered or call 1-866-868-3692. It is a
best practice to check your voter registration status before every election.
Register to vote (Voter Registration Form) at vote.nyc/page/register-vote
Request Absentee Ballot vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0 (online form not yet available for the
upcoming Primary Election. Forms can be downloaded and mailed to the NYC BOE. Check the
website after May 24.)
Political calendar from the state Board of Elections
elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/law/2022PoliticalCalendar.pdf
NY State BOE Voting Deadlines calendar elections.ny.gov/VotingDeadlines.html.
through June 3
June 8
June 13
June 18 - 26

Deadline for voter registration for Primary Election
Deadline for change of address for Primary Election
Deadline to request Absentee Ballot
Early voting

June 28

Primary Election (TBD for Statewide offices)

July 8
August 4 - 10

Deadline to mail overseas and military ballots
Judicial Convention

August 23

Primary Election (Congressional & State Senate)

October 14
October 18
October 24
October 29 - November 6

Deadline for voter registration for General Election
Deadline for change of address for General Election
Deadline to request Absentee Ballot
Early Voting

November 8

General Election
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through June 4

The Experimental Self: Edvard Munch’s Photography
(Free) An exhibition organized by American-Scandinavian Foundation with The Munch Museum in
Oslo that first brought the photographic work of the master painter to NYC in 2017/18 before
traveling worldwide, returns to Scandinavia House with a newly conceived design and a section
including vintage camera equipment alongside the release of the 2020 illustrated book The
Experimental Self: The Photography of Edvard Munch, awarded with diploma as one of The Year’s
Most Beautiful Books, 2021 by Grafill, Norway's National Organization for Visual
Communication. Internationally celebrated for his paintings, prints, and watercolors, Norwegian artist
Edvard Munch (1863–1944) also took photographs. Wednesday – Saturday, 12 – 6pm. Learn more
at scandinaviahouse.org/events/the-experimental-self-returns.
at Scandinavia House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

June 4 7 – 9pm

Nibal Malshi & Ensemble: A Journey Through The World of Arab Music &
Song
This performance will take us into a Tarab night like no other. The Palestinian singer who has been
noted for her expressive vocals, graduated from the Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance and
performed with great musicians, including Simon Shaheen and the National Arab Orchestra, directed
by Michael Ibrahim. This event features exceptional Arab artists living in the states, led by the young
composer, arranger & Qanun player Firas Zreik. The program includes a wide range of selections
from the 20th-century classical Arab repertoire, including works of the great Umm Kulthum, Abdel
Wahab and Fayrouz, and composers Sunbati, Baligh Hamdi and the Rahbani Brothers. Purchase
tickets at eventbrite.com/e/nibal-malshi-ensemble-a-journey-through-the-world-of-arab-music-songtickets-301162474067. Photo by Aaron Fairooz.
at Scandinavia House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)
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June 14 (save the date!)

Exhibit opening The Songwriters Hall of Fame Experience
The GRAMMY Museum in partnership with Songwriters Hall of Fame and CUNY's Academic
Initiatives and Strategic Innovation presents an original exhibit titled The Songwriters Hall of Fame
Experience. Visitors will explore the history of song in America through artifacts, media, interactives,
and interpretive text in the James Gallery.
at the CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue (between 34th & 35th Street)
gc.cuny.edu

June 18 7pm
St. George’s Choral Society Summer Choral Festival concert: Music of Gabriel Fauré
(free, in-person and virtual) Music of Gabriel Fauré. Program: Ave Maria, 1871, Tantum ergo, op. 62,
no. 2, Requiem, op. 48. Learn more at stgeorgeschoralsociety.org/concerts. Donations welcome.
Learn more about the St. George's Choral Society, since 1817. stgeorgeschoralsociety.org.
at Church of the Incarnation
209 Madison Avenue (between 35th & 36th Street)

through July 19

Museum of the Dog exhibit Dogs of War and Peace: Wounded Warrior Dogs
(in person) Ten life-sized, carved-wood allegorical memorials by sculptor James Mellick will be on
display from his Wounded Warrior Dogs and Over the Rainbow Bridge collections, along with the
museum’s permanent collection, which includes sculptures, paintings, collars, vests, photographs,
and more. Telephone 212-696-8360, purchase tickets at museumofthedog.org.
at AKC Museum of the Dog
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101 Park Avenue (40th Street in the plaza)

through August 13
Peter Kuper's INterSECTS: Where Arthropods and Homo Sapiens Meet
Explore giant new illustrations by award-winning cartoonist and 2020–21 Cullman Center Fellow
Peter Kuper in this immersive exhibition tracing the evolution of insects over 400 million years and
narrating their intersection with humans. During his fellowship, Kuper frequently found himself
virtually alone in the vast Beaux-Arts rooms and hallways of the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building
and began imagining arthropods occupying this unexpectedly and unprecedentedly vacant
environment. Those imaginings come to life in this exhibition, which also investigates the
contributions of entomologists and other naturalists represented in the Library’s vast collections.
Learn more, including downloadable coloring sheets at nypl.org/events/exhibitions/intersects.
at the New York Public Library
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building
Rayner Special Collections Wing
42nd Street (between 5th & 6th Avenue) (accessible entrance)
(or enter on 5th Avenue at 41st Street)

Recurring events
Tuesdays

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright housing legal clinic
Hosted remotely by telephone. If you need advice on housing issues, call 212-288-4607 or
email their office at SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to reserve a spot.
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Neighborhood events
IMPORTANT NOTE. Many cultural event spaces are reopening. Check the websites for
details on admissions policies.

The New York Design Center at 200 Lex
Hosts virtual events: tours, discussions, online social events, courses, and more.
200 Lexington Avenue, 212-679-9500, nydc.com. See their schedule at nydc.com/events.

AKC Museum of the Dog
museumofthedog.org, 212-696-8360. The Museum of the Dog has one of the finest
collections of canine-related art. The special exhibits and permanent collection combine fine
arts with cutting edge technology and interpretation. The Museum of the Dog provides
unique and engaging experiences for visitors of all ages. Many programs are free with the
price of admission. Check their website calendar for events. Tuesday through Sunday
10am to 5pm.
at AKC Museum of the Dog. Online activities for children at museumofthedog.org/events33

and-education/childrens-programs. Online shopping museumofthedog.org/shop
101 Park Avenue (entrance on 40th Street)

Mondays 7pm

Big Apple Chorus open rehearsals (for men and women)
Free and open to the public. If you can carry a basic tune you can join New York City's
longest running non-classical men's and women's a cappella singing group, a diverse group
of all ages and backgrounds. Normally, open rehearsals are held almost every Monday in in
Murray Hill. Please call or email first to confirm schedules and holidays. Just come and sing,
no reservation necessary (but proof of Covid vaccinations is required for everyone's safety).
For more information visit bigapplechorus.org. Telephone: 212 287-5250.
Rehearsal location: The Noman Thomas H.S. Auditorium
111 East 33 Street, 2nd Floor

Henry George School of Social Science
Free classes, open to the public. Single classes and 8-course certificate programs:
Principals of Political Economy. Economic Science . Money, Credit & Banking . Land Value
Capture: Theory and Practice . The New Economics of the Business Cycle . Free Trade and
Globalization . History of Economic Thought, and more. Students can take courses or single
classes. For information email education@hgsss.org or call 212-889-8020. Learn more
about the courses and register at hgsss.org.
at Henry George School of Social Science
149 East 38th Street (between Lexington & 3rd Avenue)
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The Morgan Library & Museum Calendar
The Morgan Library & Museum, 225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street. MHNA members can
book tickets for The Morgan's public programs (concerts, talks, films, etc.) at The Morgan's
member price. This applies to all single events (except for the Orchestra of St. Luke's
concerts). Tap "Member" when ordering online themorgan.org/programs, or if you are
ordering by phone mention that you are a MHNA member. Call Visitor Services at 212-6850008 for phone orders. Stop by to visit The Morgan’s Shop and café. The Morgan Library's
Free Friday Nights, take place from 5 to 7 pm every Friday. Enjoy exhibitions, the library, and
music in the Gilbert Court. Reservations are required at themorgan.org/visit.

MTA Mobile Buses and Vans
new.mta.info/fares/metrocard-buses-and-vans

Community Meetings
Community Board 6 website cbsix.org. Community Board meetings are open to the public,
and you can express your views and concerns about various neighborhood issues.
Community Board 5 website cb5.org/cb5m.
NY City Council Hearings
Hearings Calendar legistar.council.nyc.gov/Calendar.aspx
This week's hearings council.nyc.gov/#hearings
If you want to attend or testify at a hearing, register at council.nyc.gov/testify
View hearings council.nyc.gov/livestream
17th Precinct NYPD Community Council meeting is held on the last Tuesday of every Month
at 6:30pm at the Sutton Place Synagogue, 225 East 51st Street. Check their website for
details. Also look for their Build the Block (neighborhood policing) meetings.
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Manhattan Borough President Borough Board Meetings. The 2022 schedule can be seen at
manhattanbp.nyc.gov/about/borough-board.

The New York Public Library offers grab-and-go service at select locations.
Library cards are free, and enable you to take out books and e-books, attend free classes
and more. Apply for a card at nypl.org/library-card. The NYPL will no longer charge late fees,
and all prior late fines are cleared.
Grab & Go Service is now available at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library, 455 Fifth
Ave. at 40th Street), a branch of the New York Public Library and the Kips Bay Library branch.
How to use Grab & Go Service nypl.org/blog/2020/07/08/nypl-grab-go-service, or call Ask
NYPL at 917-275-6975 to place a hold.
Tech kits for performing artists are now available through New York Public Library grab-andgo locations. Learn about the kits, which include audio- and video-recording equipment, and
how to borrow one at nypl.org/research/lpa/tech-kits. Grab & Go Locations
nypl.org/locations/grab-and-go.
Online events and classes

Schwarzman Building
476 Fifth Avenue (42nd St and Fifth Ave)

Calendar (many events are family friendly) Check their calendar for workshops on
computers and popular software such as Excel and Word, book talks, programs for kids,
films, etc. Some of the Mid-Manhattan Branch programs and collections have been
relocated to the Schwarzman Building. The Polonsky Exhibition of The New York Public Library's
Treasures, Gottesman Hall, free timed tickets available at nypl.org/spotlight/treasures. The
exhibition features items from the NYPL renowned research collections. This will be a permanent
exhibit with rotating items.

(now open) The Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (SNFL) (formerly called
the Mid-Manhattan Library) open for Grab & Go Services, browsing and computer services,
and more, 455 Fifth Avenue (at 40th Street). Calendar, Roof café.
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The Science, Industry and Business Library (SIBL) has moved to the Stavros Niarchos
Foundation building and is now called the Thomas Yoseloff Business Center. Some
research materials have been relocated to the Schwarzman Building. Many free events and
workshops for small businesses, individuals, children and families. Calendar
Virtual counseling
For individuals and families: The Financial Coaching Corps program supports the financial
stability of individuals and families in the community. One-on-one sessions with a financial
coach provide tools and skills for money management. Learn more and sign up for a free
session with a local counselor.
For businesses. Three services are always available:
Virtual Consultations with a Business Librarian. Do you have questions about your business
that require research? NYPL Librarians can help and point you in the direction of the
resources to help you. libcal.nypl.org/appointments/snfl-business
Job Search Coaching and Resilience Coaching. Feeling stuck and isolated? Looking for a
job? Looking for a better life? NYPL coaches offer free and confidential coaching sessions
to help you get unstuck and accomplish your goals -- no matter how big or small.
nypl.org/education/adults/career-employment/virtual
Financial, Credit, and Medicare Counseling. NYPL counselors are available to help with free
and confidential sessions to answer your questions about your current financial situation,
credit issues, Medicare and provide the info and guidance you need. nypl.org/help/gettingoriented/financial-literacy/counseling
And if you don't have a Library card or don't live in NYC, you can still make an appointment
and NYPL Librarians will help you with your research. Learn more.

Kips Bay Library (Grab & Go service available, cooling center)
446 Third Avenue
Calendar (many events are family friendly)

Grand Central Library
135 East 46th Street (between Lexington & 3rd Avenue)

Calendar of Events in Bryant Park
Bryant Park is located between 40th-42nd Street, and between 5th & 6th Avenue, behind the
Library. Performances, yoga, exercise classes, dance movement classes, Tai Chi, family
friendly activities, game nights, ping pong, juggling and more. See the Bryant Park calendar
for the full listing of events at bryantpark.org. Bryant Park’s summer amenities are open to
the public daily from 11am – 7pm: Putting & Kubb, ping pong, games, chess, art cart, petanque.
at Bryant Park
(between 5th & 6th Avenue, 40th to 42nd Street, behind the Library)

37

CUNY Graduate Center Calendar
Music-in-Midtown. The CUNY Graduate Center remains closed to everybody except students,
faculty, and staff. Reopening plans have not yet been made public, nor when guests will be
welcomed back. Their cafeteria is also closed during the pandemic. Free and open to the
public in non-pandemic times. Free Public Events at The Gotham Center for New York
History. GC Presents. The Martin E. Segal Theater Center, streaming talks and performances
during the pandemic on HowlRound howlround.com and Facebook
facebook.com/SegalCenter.
CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue (between 34th and 35th Street)

Baruch College Performing Arts
Some events are free. Lawrence N. Field Center for Entrepreneurship
(events & workshops relating to business) eship@baruch.cuny.edu
55 Lexington Avenue (at 25th Street) "The Tower", Suite 2-140

New York Small Business Development Center at Baruch College (NYSBDC)
provides small business owners and entrepreneurs in New York with confidential business
counseling, training, and business research at no cost. New York SBDC Business Training
nyssbdc.org/training/listtraining.aspx [Note: You can filter on Midtown Manhattan].

Scandinavia House

58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street), 212-779-3587, scandinaviahouse.org,
info@amscan.org. Art exhibits, performances, talks, book club, childrens’ activities, Smörgås Chef
restaurant, shop featuring Scandinavian clothing, jewelry, housewares, books, food, and more.
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Grand Central Terminal
Every day at 12:30pm (temporarily unavailable)

Official Grand Central Terminal Tour
This 75-minute tour, led by Municipal Art Society docents, highlights the history, architecture
and operation of the world's largest train terminal.
MHNA members get the MAS member price
Cost: $30 adults / $20 MAS members, seniors and more (register online)
Meet at GCT's Main Concourse
Every Friday

12:30pm (suspended until further notice)

Walking Tour of the Grand Central Neighborhood
The Grand Central Partnership offers a no-reservations-required free walking tour that
provides a survey of many architecturally and historically significant sights around Grand
Central Terminal. For additional information visit grandcentralpartnership.nyc/things-todo/tours or contact info@gcpbid.org.
Meet in the street-level atrium
at 120 Park Avenue (southwest corner of East 42nd St and Park Avenue)

Community Church of New York
Check Community Church’s website for locations, services and programs ccny.org. Programs for
youth ccny.org/children-and-youth.

NYC reopening
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
Federal laws and regulations regarding covid cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/lawsregulations.html
CDC COVID Data Tracker Community levels covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#countyview?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=CommunityLevels.
CDC Covid-19 Travel cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergencypreparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Guidance for U.S. Citizens
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html
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If you are planning travel for the fall and winter holidays, you are urged to check your passport
expiration date and renew now, if needed.
Federal resources for small businesses that are impacted by covid covid-sb.org.
New York State reopening guidance for businesses forward.ny.gov and
governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf. Learn more at
forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance.
New York State information about reopening, covid rates and zones, vaccination program, covid
restrictions and guidance, travel advisory, etc. coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home.
New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses)
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.
New York State Business Pandemic Recovery Initiative. The Empire State Development page with
information about grants, tax credits, and technical assistance programs for businesses affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more at esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative.
New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19main.page
NYC Small Business Services www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/index.page.
The NYC Citywide Information Portal www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-newyorkers.page and 311 portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New
Yorkers. These resource guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and
housing, NYCHA residents, and more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and
others from COVID-19 https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.

Vaccinations
Covid-19 vaccinations are free, and are easily available. Check vaccinefinder.nyc.gov to find places
that are offering vaccinations, including 3rd doses and boosters. All New Yorkers age 5+ are eligible.
Currently the Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines are being administered. The J&J is a
one-shot vaccine and is now recommended only for those who cannot take the other vaccines. Only
the Pfizer vaccine has been approved for people age 12 - 17. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) has approved Pfizer vaccines for children age 5-11 years. They will receive 2 low
dose vaccinations.
A third dose is recommended for immunocompromised people who took the Pfizer or Moderna
vaccines.
Booster shots are available for people over 12 years of age who took the Pfizer, Moderna and
Johnson & Johnson vaccines. The CDC has also approved booster shots for people over 18 years
old, 2 months or more after the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, or 6 months after the second Moderna
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or Pfizer vaccine. It is permissible to mix and match vaccines. Check with your doctor, pharmacist or
vaccination site if you have questions about booster shots.
Second booster shots are available for people 65+ years of age and immunocompromised people.
People who have been vaccinated may become infected with covid, but tend to experience mild or no
symptoms. The majority of hospitalizations and deaths from covid are happening to unvaccinated
people. For this reason, health officials are recommending that everyone who is eligible should get
vaccinated.
All New Yorkers can ask to be vaccinated at home, and can choose which vaccine to get. Use this
form to register nyc.gov/homevaccine.

Proof of vaccination. Proof of vaccination is required at many NYC and state indoor venues
with gatherings of people. Proof of vaccination can be the vaccination card (or copy of the card) you
receive when you are vaccinated, the Excelsior Pass Plus or Excelsior Pass applications (New York
State free official applications, which you can get at epass.ny.gov/home), and the free NYC app NYC
Covid Safe, which can be downloaded from Apple’s App Store or Google Play. You cannot get
replacement vaccination cards at this time, but you can get an official record noting you have been
vaccinated. Go here for more information www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/cir-parentsguardians.page. You may also be asked to show proof of identification.

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.
Sites run by New York State are free coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there
will be charges.
NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page,
call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.
For Murray Hill/Kips Bay
Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free PCR tests) no appointment necessary; wait times are
unpredictable. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results quickly.
Test results come back in 1-2 days, usually in less than 24 hours.
Order Free Rapid At-Home test kits from the government at covidtests.gov.
Your medical insurance should pay for at-home rapid tests, up to 8 per month per person. Ask your
pharmacist.
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You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2022.

Read our Privacy Statement
If you are not a member
or your membership has lapsed
please join/renew now
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!
Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org
You are receiving this email as a member of
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
or because you have signed up to receive our emails.
To be removed from this list,
send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org
with “Remove” in the subject.
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