Information that may be of interest…
April 18, 2022
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.
Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column.

Friday, April 22 is Earth Day. Celebrate our planet and environment during the month of
April, and do what you can to be a good steward. Learn more at earthday.org.
April 23 11am - 5pm

Car Free Earth Day
In Manhattan, Broadway from East 17th Street to West 42nd Street will be closed to cars.

Sign up your building for the NYC Department of Sanitation organics pickups
Earth Month is a great time to sign up your building. Composting food and plant waste is the next
frontier of the City’s recycling program. Over 30% of the City’s landfill is made up of organic waste.
Learn more about composting at portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-02030. Sign up your
building at the DSNY site dsny.force.com/curbsidecomposting/s/. Items Accepted. Food Waste:
food scraps, coffee grounds and tea bags, shells (seafood, nut, and egg), bones, spoiled and expired
food, Food-soiled paper (napkins, towels, uncoated plates, bags, trays, or boxes). Yard Waste: small
amounts of yard waste, including leaves, grass, small twigs and branches, house plants and
flowers.
See more Earth Day events in How you can help and in Upcoming Events.

Photo gallery
Seen on social media
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On April 13 at 4pm a huge group of second grade students (with many parents and their teachers) from The
United Nations International School participated with lots of enthusiasm in a Peaceful Protest.
With protest signs, songs and chants for Peace the students marched around Dag Hammarskjold plaza. The
students themselves wanted to make their position clear: “What do we want? Peace!”
They were heard loud and clear. Posted by Truike, Neighbor. The signs support Ukraine.

Welcome new business member
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Felix Z Designs
518 3rd Avenue
(between 34th & 35th Street)
212-868-9389
felixz.com
Shaped by Nature, is the philosophy of Felix Z Designs, as it is the fundamental backbone of not
only the designer and the process, but the soul of the company. Felix, believes that “jewelry should
be built around the natural state of the stone.”
Felix was born in China and grew up in Central America (Panama). His multicultural upbringing and
experience is reflected in many of the designs. Felix Z, views the process as an extension of family.
Every factory relationship that produces a Felix Z creation is family owned and personal to the
designer. There is a certain standard and quality that is achieved as a result of this relationship.
The natural stones are sourced in Latin America, India and China. They are set with .925 sterling
silver, rhodium plated or 18k solid gold. All pieces are set with e-coating to prevent tarnishing and
oxidization. This process ensures long lasting wear of your beautiful new pieces! All of the Felix Z
collection rings have concealed adjustability, so everyone can enjoy a custom piece with limitless
functionality!
Felix Z is a minority-owned family business that supports other small businesses.

Transportation advisories
Please visit www.murrayhillnyc.org Traffic Change Updates section to see the work notices for
public projects in the neighborhood: the 2nd Avenue (and surrounding areas) infrastructure
replacement project, Pershing Square East and more.

Ukraine aid
New York State website with information about resources and aid for
Ukrainians
Ukrainians in the U.S. since March 1 are eligible for Temporary Protective
Status (TPS) for an 18 month period. CUNY’s Citizenship Now project is ready to help the
Ukrainian community apply for this benefit. Call 646-664-6400.
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Pandemic updates

COVID-19 Alert Levels
Alert Level: Low (increasing)
There is low COVID-19 community spread. The transmission rate is increasing as seen on the Trends
chart below. The BA2 subvariant of omicron is dominant in NYC.
•

Precautions: Stay up to date—get vaccinated and boosted against COVID-19; consider
wearing a face mask in public indoor settings where vaccine status is not known; and
get tested if you have symptoms or are at high risk for poor health outcomes. Basic
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•

public health precautions, like good hand hygiene and staying home if sick, should be
followed.
Recommended Government Actions: Maintain current employer and school vaccine
mandates; require face masks in settings with vulnerable individuals and where vaccine
status is not verified, such as health care facilities, congregate settings, and public
transportation; consider mandating up-to-date vaccination status in certain settings if
there is a sustained increase in cases or a new concerning variant.

It would be wise to get tested before and after gatherings.
Key to NYC rules remain suspended. Indoor venues, including restaurants, fitness facilities, and entertainment
spaces are not required to check for proof of vaccination before customers enter. Businesses previously
covered by Key to NYC rules will still have the flexibility to require proof of vaccination or masking indoors if they
choose.
Find a vaccination site vaccinefinder.nyc.gov (searchable by zip code and vaccination type)
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Data taken on 4/16/22 from NYC Department of Health Covid Data pages
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/index.page and www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-dataneighborhoods.page.
CDC Covid data tracker
CDC Covid data tracker county view

Public Health Emergency has been renewed
On Thursday, April 14, the Secretary of Health and Human Services announced that the Public
Health Emergency has been renewed for an additional 3 months, effective April 16, 2022. This
renewal ensures that health care providers, and state and territorial health departments have
continued flexibility to respond to the pandemic.

Covid statistics collection & methodology changes
Effective Monday, April 4, the federal Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is no longer
requiring testing facilities that use COVID-19 rapid antigen tests to report negative results. As a
result, New York State's percent positive metric will be computed using only lab-reported PCR
results. Positive antigen tests will still be reported to New York State and reporting of new daily
cases and cases per 100k will continue to include both PCR and antigen tests. Due to this change
and other factors, including changes in testing practices, the most reliable metric to measure virus
impact on a community is the case per 100,000 data -- not percent positivity.
[Source: Governor Kathy Hochul’s daily update email to New Yorkers on the state's progress
combating COVID-19]

Mask mandate for transportation extended
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention extended the mask mandate for planes, trains,
buses, public transportation and transportation hubs such as airports, bus and train stations until at
least May 3.

Broadway extends mask mandates through May 31, some theaters will ditch
vaccine requirement after April (paywall)
April 15, 2022, nydailynews.com, by Gina Salamone
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The Broadway League, representing owners and operators of the Great White Way’s 41 theaters, is
prolonging the current COVID-19 mask requirements through at least May 31 for all venues...The
league also revealed Friday that theaters will have the option not to check for audience members’
vaccination status after April 30.

Second COVID-19 vaccine booster doses are available for eligible NYers
Booster doses are free and widely available statewide. Eligible New Yorkers may receive an mRNA
vaccine—either the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine—for their second booster shot.
New Yorkers 50 years and older who received first booster at least four months ago are eligible;
adults 18 - 49 years who received the Johnson & Johnson vaccine and immunocompromised New
Yorkers 12 years and older are also eligible for an mRNA booster four months after first booster.
State Department of Health and CDC strongly recommend initial booster doses for eligible adults
and adolescents. Make an appointment online at the NYC-run website vaccinefinder.nyc.gov or call
1-833-697-4829 or 1-877-829-4692 8am - 9pm.

Therapies
High-risk people are eligible for the new anti-viral pills. Take a covid test and contact your doctor
within a couple of days of having symptoms, to request a prescription. The anti-viral Paxlovid pill is
most effective when prescribed shortly after symptoms begin, and sharply reduces the chances a
COVID illness will become severe. It is prescribed as three pills taken twice a day for five days.
Molnupiravir is taken as four pills twice a day for five days. The pills are available for high-risk adults
and must be taken soon after symptoms appear.
The FDA ruled that the monoclonal antibody treatment Sotrovimab is ineffective against Omicron,
and removed it from the approved list in areas where Omicron is over 50% of all cases, which
includes the tri-state area. An antibody called Bebtelovimab remains approved, and is rated as
effective against BA.2.

Medicare will pay for at-home Coronavirus tests, as many as eight tests per month,
under Part B Medicare at participating national pharmacy chains.

CDC guidance on quarantine and isolation, including Quarantine and Isolation
Calculator cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html#
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Should the CDC get more power over data?
March 22, 2022, bloombergbusiness.com, Bloomberg Prognosis email, by Riley Ray Griffin
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is making a play to become the nexus of
information about infectious disease threats, proposing that 6,200 hospitals participating in the
Medicare and Medicaid programs be required to funnel data to its infection-tracking service, the
National Healthcare Safety Network. The change is outlined in the draft of a regulation from the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services...It would require hospitals to share extensive
information about respiratory illnesses, medical supplies, ICU capacity and even the demographic
composition of its patients. But more than a half-dozen current and former U.S. health officials
involved in the pandemic response say they’re concerned about the NHSN’s ability to scale up and
process that data in real time...Whether or not the CDC is granted special powers over data
collection, the U.S. needs to modernize its public health infrastructure. To respond to threats, we
must know where and how pathogens are spreading. And that starts with data.

More Covid-19 information towards the bottom of this newsletter in the section NYC’s Reopening.

CDC guidance: How to Improve Ventilation in Your Home
Below are ways you can improve ventilation in your home. Use as many ways as you can (open
windows, use air filters, and turn on fans):
• Bring as much fresh air into your home as possible (open doors and/or windows). Bringing
fresh, outdoor air into your home helps keep virus particles from accumulating inside.
• Filter the air in your home. If your home has a central heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning system (HVAC - a system with air ducts that go throughout the home) that has
a filter, learn how to help trap virus particles and improve ventilation.
• Consider using a portable air cleaner. If you don’t have an HVAC system or just want extra
filtration, consider using a portable high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) cleaner.
• Turn on the exhaust fan in your bathroom and kitchen. With good ventilation, the
concentration of virus particles in the air will be lower and they will leave your home faster
than with poor ventilation.
• Use fans to improve air flow.
• Limit the number of visitors in your home and the time spent inside. The more people inside
your home, and the longer they stay, the more virus particles can accumulate.
Use the CDC's Interactive Ventilation Tool to learn how you can decrease the level of COVID-19 virus
particles during and after a guest visits your home cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-gettingsick/interactive-ventilation-tool.html.

Free tax prep help
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April 18 (deadline to file taxes)

NYC Free Tax Prep for eligible individuals and families
NYC Free Tax Prep is available for individuals who earned $50,000 or less and families with
dependents who earned $72,000 or less in 2021. The Earned Income Tax Credit, the Child Tax Credit
and the Child and Dependent Care Credit could help returns thousands of dollars to individuals and
families. Learn more about NYC Free Tax Prep services and eligibility for tax credits at
www1.nyc.gov/site/dca/consumers/file-your-taxes.page.

For businesses, nonprofits & buildings

April 26 9 - 11:30am

The Murray Hill Business Networking Events are Back!
We want to HELP, LISTEN, ENGAGE and THRIVE! We want to hear from you! Come share how we
can help you grow your business in Murray Hill! Bring plenty of business cards and be prepared to
do a 60 second oral presentation on you and your business! BUSINESS MATTERS! Let's sustain
Murray Hill as a lively business community! A FREE event for the Murray Hill business community
organized by the Businesss Committee, The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. Space is
limited. RSVP to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Sponsored by Park South Hotel | Part of JDV by Hyatt
at Park South Hotel
124 East 28th Street
(between Park & Lexington Avenue)

Seed Funding for New Small Businesses (including performing artists who
lost income because of covid restrictions)
This initiative will provide flexible grants to support early stage, micro and small businesses,
including for-profit arts and cultural organizations and independent performing artists. Artists who
can document funding a performance or appearance that was canceled for COVID-related reasons
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could be eligible for retroactive grants as part of the $200 million Seed Funding Program.
Applications are now open. Learn more at nysmallbusinessrecovery.com.

Empire State Digital Gaming Media Production Credit
This new tax credit provides a total of up to $5 million per year to digital games made in New York.
The NYS Empire State Development Corporation will administer the tax credit. Learn more at
esd.ny.gov/industries/digital-game-development.

April 21 12 - 1pm

(virtual) COVID Safety De-Escalation Training for Creative Industries and
Businesses
Learn pragmatic and mindful de-escalation tactics for public engagement following the suspension
of the Key to NYC vaccine mandate and the State’s mask rules. Hosted by the NYC Department of
Cultural Affairs, Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment, NYC Office of Nightlife, Center for
Creative Conflict Resolution at the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings. This webinar will be
recorded and available to view later on www.youtube.com/nycmayorsoffice. For general questions,
please contact: Carla Hoke-Miller at cphokemiller@media.nyc.gov. Register at
us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PYs2K36gTJe91jVjsMTvlQ.

Labor Negotiations Underway with 32BJ
April 6, 2022, cooperatornews.com, by A.J. Sidransky
The hard work of on-site employees, supers, resident managers, doormen, concierges, and
handymen, is the fuel that New York’s apartment buildings run on. To a great extent, these
employees are represented by Service Employees International Union, Local 32BJ. The current
contract expires at midnight on April 20, 2022, and negotiations for a new contract are
underway...Hiring temporary staff during a strike has historically been frowned upon, with many
viewing temporary workers as scabs - particularly in a union town like New York. That’s why
management pros recommend that you have a plan in place before you need it. In the meantime,
remember how crucial building service workers are to the places so many of us call home.

Waste Management Plan
Effective April 1, 2022, NYC Department of Sanitation: DSNY now requires owners and developers of
new large residential buildings to submit a Waste Management Plan. Visit
www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/our-work/waste-management-plans-2 to learn more and submit
your building's plan.

Adopt-a-Basket Program
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New Yorkers, businesses and organizations can partner with the NYC Department of Sanitation by
adopting a litter basket! Volunteers in the DSNY Adopt-a-Basket Program help protect our health
and quality of life by keeping many of the City’s 23,000+ litter baskets from overflowing.
How Do I Help? DSNY provides a regular supply of free plastic liners, a collection schedule, work
gloves, a dust bin and broom. To help, monitor your litter baskets, and when they’re three-quarters
full, remove the used plastic liners, tie them, leave them next to the basket and insert a new liner. If
you run out of plastic liners before your next delivery, just call 311 to request more.
Sponsor a Basket. To reduce litter and improve our streetscape, sponsors purchase deluxe, heavierduty litter baskets, which Sanitation teams regularly empty.
In the Sponsor-a-Basket Program, businesses, organizations and New Yorkers supply pre-approved
baskets to replace the City’s standard design. These higher-end baskets include a logo or name to
highlight the sponsor’s commitment to maintaining the community’s quality of life. (Of course, you
can sponsor and adopt a basket, too!)
To sponsor a basket or learn more about this initiative, email CustomerService@dsny.nyc.gov.
Litter Basket Request
Request a public litter basket to be placed on a street corner of a major commercial street or near a
major transportation hub at portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-02357.

Kudos!
The Morgan Library & Museum announces extended weekend hours
The Morgan Library & Museum will be open until 7pm on Fridays and Saturdays, starting April 22
and running through Saturday, May 14. Also of note, The Morgan features live music in the Gilbert
Court during the Morgan Cafe brunch on Sundays. Students from Manhattan School of Music
perform a variety of classical offerings. Visit The Morgan's website for a full list of public programs.
The Morgan Library & Museum
225 Madison Avenue (between 36th & 37th Street)
themorgan.org

After more than two years of pandemic delays and false starts, the Musicians

Club of New

York is returning to the concert stage on Sunday, April 24, 3:30pm, at Scandinavia House's Victor
Borge Hall. Learn more about this concert in the Upcoming Events section below.

Church of the Covenant had an Easter Grand Reopening
The Church of the Covenant has resumed in-person services along with live-streaming services.
Please visit their website for more information and updates.
Church of the Covenant, 310 East 42nd Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenue), 212-697-3185,
cocnyc.org.
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Al Fresco dining is back in Bryant Park
The Bryant Park Cafe and The Porch are now open with al fresco dining on select days, weather
permitting. Open daily 11:30am - 8:30pm. Learn more at bryantpark.org/eat-drink#bryant-park-grillcafe and bryantpark.org/eat-drink#the-porch.

The Big Apple Chorus has resumed in-person rehearsals
Mondays at 7pm, the Big Apple Chorus has resumed open rehearsals (for men and women) Free
and open to the public. If you can carry a basic tune you can join New York City's longest running
non-classical men's and women's a cappella singing group, a diverse group of all ages and
backgrounds. Normally, open rehearsals are held almost every Monday in in Murray Hill. Please call
or email first to confirm schedules and holidays. Just come and sing, no reservation necessary (but
proof of Covid vaccinations is required for everyone's safety). For more information visit
bigapplechorus.org. Telephone: 212 287-5250. Rehearsal location: The Noman Thomas H.S.
Auditorium 111 East 33 Street, 2nd Floor

Job opportunities
PS116 is looking for part-time crossing guards
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Apply at www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/careers/civilians/school-crossing-guard.page.
April 22 (deadline for applications)

NYC Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) jobs.
Applications are online or can be completed in person at a participating community-based
organization during the application period. Call 311 or DYCD Community Connect at 1-800-2464646. There are two six-week cohorts beginning July 5 and running through August 20. Teens 14-15
years old learn about career opportunities and work on paid projects; ages 16-24 work in paid
summer jobs in a variety of industries throughout NYC. Learn more at
www1.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/jobs-internships/summer-youth-employment-programsyep.page. Apply at application.nycsyep.com.
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Javits Center Tour Guide Job Openings (and more)
From April to October each year, the Javits Center offers public tours to provide visitors with an
inside look at its operations, while demonstrating the importance of sustainability and the positive
impact of the events industry. Candidates must be able to navigate the entire Javits Center campus
(from 34th to 40th streets and between 11th and 12th avenues) and be able to communicate with
tour groups for the full length of the tour. Training will be provided by staff. Tour guides will receive
a uniform (hat, shirt and light jacket) to wear during tour operations. Applicants can submit a
resume via e-mail to careers@javitscenter.com. Questions should be directed to Human Resources
at careers@javitscenter.com. There are also operations, technology and administrative positions
open. Learn more at javitscenter.com/en/careers.

Join the Bryant Park Team

Job positions are available at Bryant Park/34th Street BID. Learn more and apply at
bryantpark.org/about-us#job-openings.

Make your views known
April 27 (deadline)

Public Comment Period on Congestion Pricing
MTA expects congestion pricing to start at the end of 2023. The MTA, New York State Department
of Transportation (NYSDOT), and New York City Department of Transportation (NYCDOT)
encourage the public to continue providing comments on the proposed Central Business District
Tolling Program (CBDTP) proposal, also known as congestion pricing, until April 27. Learn more and
comment online at new.mta.info/project/CBDTP; email CBDTP@mtabt.org; send mail to CBD
Tolling Program, 2 Broadway, 23rd Floor, New York, NY 10004; call 646-252-7440; or send a fax to
212-504-3148 with Attention to CBDTP Team. We also recommend contacting your elected
representatives (local, state and federal) and the federal Department of Transportation with your
views.

CB6 wants to hear from you
For two years, Community Board 6 has been holding meetings online via Zoom, which has allowed
them to continue holding public meetings safely during the pandemic. Whether community boards
continue holding meetings online in the long-term is ultimately a matter for the governor, the state
legislature, and the latest variant to decide, but after two years of meetings online, now's a good
time to take stock and hear from district residents about what you've liked and haven't liked about
this two-year experiment in civic participation and what you'd like to see in the future. If you'd like to
share your thoughts, please fill out the survey at airtable.com/shrQgtGzM8xXoK719. Virtual
meetings have been extended through June 8.
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April 27 (survey closes)

NYC Health + Hospitals Community Health Needs Assessment
NYC Health + Hospitals is conducting a Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) so that it
can respond to the health needs of seniors in New York City's neighborhoods. This assessment is
conducted though a survey. Fill out the survey at
nychealthandhospitals.surveymonkey.com/r/NYCCHNA2022.

Should Open Restaurants (outdoor dining) be made permanent?
DOT’s current plan proposal would allow seasonal roadway dining but not enclosed and permanent
structures. The program requirements are still being designed and are subject to City Council
oversight and CAPA (the public engagement rules-making process). You can watch a recording of
the NYC Council hearing at councilnyc.viebit.com/player.php?hash=iqyuT6XDGMaN. The NYC DOT
open restaurants webpage www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openrestaurants.shtml. If
you would like to weigh in on this issue, email your elected city officials (names and contact
information at the bottom of this document), and Council Member Gale Brewer at
district6@council.nyc.gov with “Open Restaurants” in the subject line.
Related: CueUp, Coalition United for Equitable Urban Policy Press Release, March 23, 2022

Judge Rules for NYC Residents in Open Restaurant Lawsuit Calls for
Environmental Impact Review
Judge Frank Nervo calls New York City’s actions “arbitrary and capricious” and orders a complete
environmental review. The ruling effectively nullifies the City Council’s Zoning Text Amendment
which would have permitted outdoor dining in nearly every street in the city...The City had been
moving rapidly to make the pandemic emergency outdoor dining program permanent. The City
Council held a single hearing in early February and two weeks later voted to obliterate decades of
zoning regulations that had prohibited outdoor dining in residential districts. The State Supreme
Court ruling means that the City will effectively have to start over, beginning with a thorough
environmental impact review as required by state law.
[Editor’s note: The City is expected to appeal this ruling.]

NYU seeks to overturn a provision in the recently-enacted SoHo / NoHo /
Chinatown Upzoning Plan
April 15, 2022, Email from Village Preservation (Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation),
an activist preservation group.
NYU filed a lawsuit seeking to overturn the provision in the recently-enacted SoHo/NoHo/Chinatown
Upzoning...plan that prohibits university facility expansion in the area...NYU is only seeking to undo
this provision, rather than the entire rezoning, because the zoning that existed previously also
prohibited university facilities and NYU expansion...Village Preservation...argued both that such
expansion in this area was undesirable and would damage neighborhood character, and that it ran
counter to the purported purpose of the rezoning to encourage affordable housing
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development,...and would compete with other uses which could produce affordable housing...The
City Council’s approval of the rezoning plan was led by Councilmembers Margaret Chin, Corey
Johnson, and Carlina Rivera. NYU argues that established case law prohibits the city from excluding
university uses from this zoning area once they rezoned to allow residential use. If you wish to
support Village Preservation in their effort to keep the agree-upon zoning changes, please sign their
(editable) petition urging the Mayor and NY City Council to oppose the lawsuit
villagepreservation.org/campaign-update/nyu-sues-to-overturn-provision-in-soho-noho-chinatownupzoning-that-prohibited-university-facilities.

How you can help

Join the crew for the Murray Hill Earth Day cleanups!
Let’s clean up our neighborhood together, block by block! Care for your neighborhood and volunteer!
Please bring your grabbers or tongs, recyclable bags, wear gloves and wear your Keep Murray Hill
Clean vest! Organized by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Keep Murray Hill Clean group.
If you are interested in participating, sign up at signupgenius.com/go/508054BA4AF2CA3F85green.
Saturdays at 9am
April 23 meet at 35th & 1st Avenue

April 30 Special Family Earth Day event at St. Vartan's Park. Sign up for the event.

Flyer
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Learn more at cityparksfoundation.org/events/its-my-park-at-st-vartan-park-5/?date=20220430.

Join a MHNA committee
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is an all-volunteer organization. We need your help to
keep the Association’s work going. Volunteering can be for individual events, such as the Street
Festival, and also for ongoing activities, such as Membership. Many administrative activities can be
done remotely. Learn more about the different committees. If you are interested in joining a
committee, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.

De Lamar Mansion, 233 Madison Avenue at 37th Street, New York
Drawing by Dean Avery (detail)

Become a volunteer walking tour guide!
ARE YOU A HISTORY BUFF?
A LOVER OF ARCHITECTURE?
INTERESTED IN HISTORIC PRESERVATION?
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If so, and you have an interest in sharing your knowledge with others, apply to become a volunteer
walking tour guide!
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Preservation and Design Committee is seeking volunteer
walking tour guides for its award-winning program. Walks are usually conducted on the last Sunday
of the month from March through November from 1:30-3pm. Prospective guides should be
available a few times during this time period, and, if possible, also available to conduct short tours
at the annual street festival. Training sessions will be conducted specific to the history and
architectural gems of the neighborhood, and you will receive material for self-study, and visual aids
for use on the walks. If interested, kindly reply to preservation@murrayhillnyc.org.

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association's Keep Murray Hill Clean and Green group is seeking a
high school student who lives in the neighborhood and has a love for outdoors, nature and
community surroundings. Our assistant will serve as a volunteer intern with stipend pay, through
the rest of the school semester and through summer. And will work with the Keep Murray Hill
Clean team.
Duties include: assisting with social media posts, bulk mailings to volunteer lists, helping to
organize clean-up days and communicate with local businesses and government officials.
Knowledge of WORD, some EXCEL, and some GRAPHIC DESIGN softwares is necessary. Good
communication skills.
Student must have a concern for the environment and want to do problem solving, and an interest in
rallying volunteers. Student will gain experience in grassroots organizing and dealing with
challenging urban problems, and gain skills in project workflow from start to finish.
We will work with student's school on requirements for possible credit for the experience.
If interested, kindly reply to greenandclean@murrayhillnyc.org.
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Curbside vans selling marijuana products
If you see curbside vans selling substances with names like “Gorilla Glue” etc., they’re really selling
marijuana products (real and fake), and they are unlicensed. The State’s Office of Cannabis
Management is mounting an enforcement effort. If you see an unlicensed seller, please report the
time and location to enforcement@ocm.ny.gov.
Related:

Unlicensed marijuana dispensaries multiply in New York City despite
warnings from state regulators
April 4, 2022, gothamist.com, by Caroline Lewis

Community Health Assessment for Murray Hill
Second-year students from the Sophie Davis School of Medicine at City College have a survey to
assess the health and health needs of Murray Hill. The goal of the survey is so they can recognize
and address potential health adversities and develop plans to overcome such issues. This survey is
for those who reside, work, or spend most of their time in the Murray Hill community. The survey is
for a CUNY class, and is completely confidential. You can take the survey at
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9BU7gawK3jpbWUhJR17u8rBgS4y0d_wbmmqhSiq25FGVIl
A/viewform.

Upcoming events
through April 18 (tax filing day)

Free Tax Prep Services
The New York City Department of Consumer and Worker Protection (DCWP) coordinates the City’s
Annual Tax Season Initiative. If you earned $72,000 or less in 2021, you can file your taxes for free
with NYC Free Tax Prep. IRS-certified VITA/TCE volunteer preparers are available to help you file.
Changes to tax credits may mean more money for you when you file. Claiming Earned Income Tax
Credit, Child Tax Credit, or Child and Dependent Care Credit could return thousands of dollars to
families and individuals in 2022. Tax Prep services are being offered in person and virtually. For
more information about NYC Free Tax Prep services and eligibility for tax credits, visit
access.nyc.gov/programs/nyc-free-tax-prep.

April 19 6pm

NYPD 13th Precinct Community Council Meeting

13th Precinct webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/bureaus/patrol/precincts/13th-precinct.page.
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at the Precinct
230 East 2st Street

April 20 12 - 1:30pm

(virtual) You Can Bank on It: Meeting Your Everyday Financial Needs
Brittany Burroughs from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC) reviews commonly available
banking services and how to help build a positive relationship with a financial institution. Learn how
to evaluate financial products or services that can help you manage income. Presented by the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and hosted by the New York Public Library Thomas Yoseloff
Business Center at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library. Learn more and register at
nypl.org/events/programs/2022/04/20/you-can-bank-it-meeting-your-everyday-financial-needs.
April 20 2:30 – 3:30pm
(virtual) Bystander Intervention to Stop Antisemitic Harassment training
In partnership with T’ruah, the Rabbinic Call for Human Rights, Right to Be has created a free
Bystander Intervention to Stop Antisemitic Harassment training to make sure that our communities
are equipped to intervene safely and effectively when faced with antisemitism. This training uses
Right To Be’s 5Ds of bystander intervention methodology to teach people how to respond if they
witness anti-Jewish hate incidents. Learn the tools you need in moments of crisis. Register for the
training at righttobe.org/events/bystander-intervention-to-stop-antisemitic-harassment.

April 20 6pm

(virtual) NYPD Build the Block Meeting 17th Precinct NCO Sector A
NYPD Officers Marilyn Noa and Raul Rodriguez invite you to the quarterly Build the Block meeting
for the 17th Precinct NCO Sector A. This is your opportunity to get updates and to raise issues on
crime and quality of life in our neighborhood.
Join the ZoomGov meeting at
zoomgov.com/j/1617093704?pwd=Wnp1QjU5VHdLNitGWlNWN0xQRFFvQT09
Meeting ID: 161 709 3704
Passcode: ST4?twRg
One tap mobile
+16692545252,,1617093704#,,,,*49487022# US (San Jose)
+16468287666,,1617093704#,,,,*49487022# US (New York)
Dial by your location
+1 646 828 7666 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 161 709 3704
Passcode: 49487022
Find your local number: zoomgov.com/u/adkNawZZza
Join by SIP
1617093704@sip.zoomgov.com
April 21 3 - 4pm
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(virtual) Introduction to Patents
Get an overview of patent concepts, including the 3 kinds of patents and a comparison with other
types of intellectual property protection. Learn about the basic requirements for obtaining a United
States patent and how to go beyond simple keyword searching to search by patent classification
with the free search tools available from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and the European
Patent Office. Presented by the New York Public Library Thomas Yoseloff Business Center at the
Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library. Learn more and register at
nypl.org/events/programs/2022/04/21/introduction-patents.

April 21 6:30pm

Fine & Rare Whisky Tasting Classes
A whisky tasting exploring some of Fine & Rare's current favorite “Luxury Whiskies.” You’ll be
greeted with a welcome cocktail and a light snack platter. Their whiskey sommelier will then guide
you through some of their current favorite bottles deemed more rare, limited or a bit older. These
are their “single ingredient cocktails”…quite perfect just the way they are. $145 per person. Learn
more and book your seat at fineandrare.nyc/classes.
at Fine & Rare
9 East 37th Street (between 5th & Madison Avenue)
212-725-3866
fineandrare.nyc

April 21 7:30pm (pre-concert talk at 7pm)

(in person) Per Tengstrand and chamber music group Opus @ Princeton
University perform Tchaikovsky
Per Tengstrand and chamber music group Opus @ Princeton University will return for the final
concert of the season. Program: the iconic beginning of Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto
No. 1 in B-flat minor, Op. 23, one of the most popular tunes ever written, Tchaikovsky’s entire first
concerto from beginning to end, as well as a smorgasbord of chamber music pieces. Tickets are
$30 ($25 ASF Members) Purchase tickets scandinaviahouse.org/events/music-on-park-ave-april21.
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April 24 1:30 – 3pm

Walking Tour of Historic Murray Hill
Walk around Historic Murray Hill with a knowledgeable guide and learn about its many historic
landmarks, the well-known architects who designed them and the famous people who once called
this neighborhood home. Tour guides will focus on the unique architectural qualities of the
buildings as well as the historic evolution of the neighborhood and its preservation as a residential
oasis in Midtown Manhattan. The historic Murray Hill neighborhood is from 34th Street to 42nd
Street and from Madison Avenue to Third Avenue. Your tour guide will be Paula Thomson. There will
be a maximum of 10 people on this tour. Please wear a mask and practice social distancing while
on the tour. The walking tour program is organized by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association's
Preservation & Design Committee. Tickets are $10 MHNA members / $20 General Public. Reserve
your place.

April 24 3:30pm (reception at 3pm)

The Musicians Club of New York is returning to the concert stage with Dear
Composers: Families Present the Composers in their Lives
(Free) Family members and descendants will present the composer from their family tree, whose
music they still champion today. Program:
Eileen Cohn, Widow, Presents James Cohn: 3 Pieces for Clarinet Alone (1999) by James Cohn,
Bixby Kennedy, Clarinet (Duration: 8 minutes)
Jean Townsend, Widow, Presents Douglas Townsend: Sonatina for Flute and Piano (1974) by
Douglas Townsend, Mitzy Nonaka, Flute, and Alan Murray, Piano (Duration: 10 minutes)
Priscilla Huffman, Widow, Presents Spencer Huffman: Sonata for Cor Anglais and Piano (1988) by
Spencer Huffman, Dorothy Darlington, English Horn, and Eric Clark, Piano (Duration: 14 mins)
Joan Andersen, Daughter, Presents Silvio De Rienzo: Medley of Novelty Piano Solos (1927-1965) by
Silvio De Rienzo, Eric Clark, Great-Grandson, Piano (Duration: 13 mins)
Jean Townsend, Widow, Presents Douglas Townsend: World Premiere of Oboe Concerto in D Minor
(2008) by Douglas Townsend (After Scarlatti Sonata, K.90), Alexander Mayer, Oboe; Phoenix Avalon,
Violin; Coco Mi, Violin; Samuel Rosenthal, Viola; Julia Lee, Cello, Per Brevig, Conductor (Duration: 8
mins)
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Dan Starer, Son, Presents Robert Starer: Serenade for Trombone, Vibraphone and Strings (1984) by
Robert Starer, Connor Roe, Trombone; Oliver Xu, Vibraphone; Phoenix Avalon Violin; Coco Mi, Violin;
Samuel Rosenthal, Viola; Julia Lee, Cello, Per Brevig, Conductor (Duration: 17 mins)
This concert is free and open to the public (donations welcome), but you must show proof of
vaccination and booster, if eligible, and at this time we are asking all attendees to wear masks
during the performance. Seating is limited: RSVP by replying directly to this email (or email
rsvp@musiciansclubofny.org). Be sure to include your name and the number of seats you would like
to reserve. You should receive a confirmation email within 24 hours. Information about the
Musician’s Club of New York at musiciansclubofny.org.
at Scandinavia House
Victor Borge Hall
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

through April 30

Gallery35 opens a new virtual exhibit, Movement
From the tiniest particle to the vast cosmos, Movement is everywhere! Gallery35 artists became
more and more excited by the idea of depicting Movement, understanding that art doesn't need to
be a literal picture but might be many things, perhaps as simple as the gesture of the artist's hand
and brush. Please visit Gallery35’s online exhibit and enjoy the artists’ diverse
visions! gallery35nyc.com/2022/03/01/artists-explore-movement-in-art.

23

May 20 6 - 7pm

Metropolitan Synagogue Shabbat Services with Israeli Music Honoring
Israel’s 74th Independence Day
Metropolitan Synagogue invites you and your friends on Friday night to in-person Shabbat services
with special music honoring Israel’s 74th Independence Day, by Sephardi virtuoso and singer Avram
Pengas. Services take place at Scandinavia House. All are welcome to join and bring friends for a
musically uplifting Shabbat service with Israeli music—a time to meet and greet friends, old and
new. Services take place at Scandinavia House. Please email inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org
if you will be in attendance or have any questions. Proof of vaccination required for entry.
at Scandinavia House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

through May 31

NYPL is taking a stand against banning books
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The New York Public Library is partnering with publishers Hachette Book Group, Macmillan
Publishers, and Scholastic to make a small selection of commonly banned or challenged books
freely available to anyone who chooses to read them—via their e-reader app, SimplyE. Through the
end of May, anyone can browse, borrow, and read these books for free on any iOS or Android device
with SimplyE through the end of May. While there are hundreds of thousands of titles in the app
available to New Yorkers with an NYPL library card, these books will be available through the Books
for All Collection, with or without a library card, and with the added bonus of unlimited downloads—
no waits, no fines. Learn more about this program and SimplyE at nypl.org/spotlight/books-for-all.

through July 19

Museum of the Dog exhibit Dogs of War and Peace: Wounded Warrior Dogs
(in person) Ten life-sized, carved-wood allegorical memorials by sculptor James Mellick will be on
display from his Wounded Warrior Dogs and Over the Rainbow Bridge collections, along with the
museum’s permanent collection, which includes sculptures, paintings, collars, vests, photographs,
and more. Telephone 212-696-8360, purchase tickets at museumofthedog.org.
at AKC Museum of the Dog
101 Park Avenue (40th Street in the plaza)

Changes in the neighborhood
[Editor's note: We have gotten several calls about this. This is all we know.]

Permits Filed For 33-Story Tower At 12 East 37th Street In Midtown,
Manhattan
March 3, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Vanessa Londono
Permits have been filed for a 33-story mixed-use building at 12 East 37th Street in Midtown,
Manhattan. Located between Fifth Avenue and Madison Avenue, the interior lot is five blocks south
of the Bryant Park subway station, serviced by the B, D, F, M, and 7 trains. Yusuf Bildirici of B&F
Management, under the 12-14 E37th Street Development Corp., is listed as the owner behind the
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applications. The proposed 324-foot-tall development will yield 94,281 square feet, with 79,458
square feet designated for residential space and 792 square feet for commercial space. The
building will have 121 residences, most likely rentals based on the average unit scope of 656 square
feet. The concrete-based structure will also have a cellar and a 30-foot-long rear yard. Gerner
Knonick + Valcarcel, Architects is listed as the architect of record. Demolition permits have not been
filed yet for the mixed-use five-story structure on the site. An estimated completion date has not
been announced.

Jamie Dimon to work-from-homers: You win
April 4, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Holden Walter-Warner
In blow to office landlords, JPMorgan Chase CEO gives in to remote work…“It’s clear that working
from home will become more permanent in American business,” [Jamie] Dimon [JPMorgan Chase
CEO] acknowledged in his annual shareholder letter...He then revealed how that trend will affect the
real estate of his firm, the city’s largest commercial tenant...The company expects to have about
half of its employees work in-person full-time. That includes retail bank branch workers, security
and facility workers, and others whose jobs cannot be done remotely. Meanwhile, approximately 40
percent will be able to embrace a hybrid work model, coming into the office a few days a week. The
remaining 10 percent of employees will be able to work from home full-time...Still, Dimon said the
company is “moving full steam ahead with building our new headquarters.” He expects the tower, at
270 Park Avenue, to house between 12,000 and 14,000 people...The building is planned for 2.5
million square feet between Park and Madison avenues and East 47th and East 48th streets. The
consolidation of JPMorgan workers in the new building, in combination with the hybrid office plan,
means the company will be leasing a lot less space at other buildings in Manhattan.
Read the Chase Annual Shareholders letter reports.jpmorganchase.com/investor-relations/2021/arceo-letters.htm.

First Official Renderings Revealed For JPMorgan’s 1,388-Foot Headquarters
At 270 Park Avenue In Midtown East, Manhattan
April 15, 2022, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young
Foster + Partners has been announced as the architect for JPMorgan Chase‘s 60-story supertall
headquarters at 270 Park Avenue, and has released the first batch of official renderings for the
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Midtown East project. The 1,388-foot-tall office skyscraper is currently under construction and will
yield 2.5 million square feet of flexible and collaborative space, and will become the tallest building
in New York City to be fully powered by a New York State hydroelectric power plant, operating with
net-zero emissions. The massive structure is rising on a full-block site bound by Park Avenue to the
east, Madison Avenue to the west, East 47th Street to the south, and East 48th Street to the
north...Yesterday, JPMorgan Chase chairman and CEO Jamie Dimon, New York governor Kathy
Hochul, and New York City deputy mayor Maria Torres-Springer came to the site to host a
construction celebration workforce event. Other notable attendees included Lord Norman Foster,
founder and executive chairman of Foster + Partners, Gary LaBarbera, president of the Building and
Construction Trades Council of Greater NY, Janno Lieber, chair and CEO of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority, Keith Powers, New York City Council Member, and Rob Speyer, president
and CEO of Tishman Speyer. According to officials, the construction process will create more than
8,000 jobs from across 40 local unions and generate $2.6 billion for New York City and $3.6 billion
for New York State overall...“With our new headquarters, JPMorgan Chase is making a long-term
investment in our business and New York City’s future while ensuring that we operate in a highly
efficient and world-class environment for the 21st century,” said JPMorgan Chase chairman and
CEO Jamie Dimon. “We are extremely excited about the building’s state-of-the-art technology, health
and wellness amenities, and public spaces, among many other features. It is in the best location in
one of the world’s greatest cities.” 270 Park Avenue will house up to 14,000
employees...Completion of 270 Park Avenue is expected around 2025.
[Editor’s note: This is made possible by the East Midtown Rezoning]

LA's legendary 'Roller Boogie Palace' comes to Rockefeller Center
April 15, 2022, gothamist.com, by Scott Lynch
Flipper's at Rockefeller Center opens [April 15], and will be hosting roller boogie-oogie-oogie-ing
through October 31. Advanced tickets are recommended, and prices range from $12 for kids 15 and
under without skate rental, to $40 for adults with skate rental during prime time. Skating starts as
early as 8am and runs as late as midnight. The rink's surface is a gridded, grippy plastic, which
helps keep rookie skaters upright...Flipper's will also host a lot of live music, including gospel choirs
on Sundays. Learn more at rockefellercenter.com/attractions/flippers-roller-skating-rink.

Schools and students
School report cards for covid testing.
COVID-19 Report Card for PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray. Total Students Enrolled +
Teachers/Staff=464. Ninety-one positive tests were reported since September 2020 (66 students,
25 staff). One positive test in the last 14 days.

COVID-19 Report Card for The River School. Total Students Enrolled +
Teachers/Staff=516. One hundred and twe;ve positive tests were reported since September (91
students, 21 staff). Three positive tests in the past 14 days.
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COVID-19 Report Card for Murray Hill Academy. Total Students Enrolled +
Teachers/Staff=299. Fifty positive tests since September (35 students, 15 staff). One positive test
in the last 14 days.

COVID-19 Report Card for J.H.S 104 Simon Baruch. Total Students Enrolled +
Teachers/Staff=1,108. Two hundred and nine positive cases since September (202 students, 7
staff). Twenty-three positive tests in the past 14 days (23 students).

April 19 (deadline for applications)

STEM Matters NYC is accepting applications for their free summer
enrichment programs
Students entering kindergarten through grade 9 in September 2022 can apply for camps; students
entering grades 10-12 in September 2022 can apply for STEM courses and internships. There are a
wide range of programs. Learn more at https://spep.libguides.com/STEMprograms. Apply at
nycdoe.campintouch.com/ui/forms/application/camper/App. Email
STEMMattersNYC@schools.nyc.gov with your questions.

Mayor Adams and Chancellor Banks announced the expansion of Gifted and
Talented programs citywide.
May 31 (applications open)

Gifted and Talented program
There will be an additional 100 kindergarten seats and 1,000 third-grade seats, expanding to all
districts. The city’s Gifted and Talented program will serve every community citywide for the first
time. Applications for both programs open on May 31st.

May 31 applications open for Gifted & Talented students
ongoing Elementary School and EarlyLearn enrollment
Pre-K applications are closed (for NYC children born in 2018) (see below if you missed the deadline)
3-K applications are closed (for NYC children born in 2019) (assignment offers will be sent in June)
Kindergarten applications are closed. (offers are now available)
Middle School applications are closed. (offers will be available in May)
28

High School applications are closed. (offers will be sent at the beginning of June) Offers are now
available for students who tested for specialized high schools in December.

NYC Public School applications
3-K results will be available in June. Learn more at schools.nyc.gov, at
schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade and at MySchools NYC myschools.nyc/en

(other languages are available), by phone at 718-935-2009 or at a Family Welcome Center
schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/family-welcome-centers. EarlyLearn is for
toddlers to 2 years old and is available for eligible families. Learn more at
schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/earlylearn-nyc. If you missed enrollment
deadlines for your child, contact, set up a MySchools account, and put your child on the
waitlist at myschools.nyc.

Policing & police reform
Weekly crime reports
17th precinct
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf

13th Precinct
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf

Elections & voting
LG drama, a budget drop and gerrymanders with sticking power
April 9, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Rebecca C.Lewis
Rounding up the week’s political news.
PRIMARY PETITIONING ENDS. As a court case to determine the legality of New York’s newly drawn
district lines continues to play out, the deadline for candidates running for statewide and legislative
positions to file petitions has come and gone. On the Democratic side in the race for governor, New
York City Public Advocate Jumaane Williams said he and his running mate Ana Maria Archila
delivered 40,000 signatures to get onto the ballot in June. Rep. Tom Suozzi, who is running with
former New York City Council Member Diana Reyna, reported filing over 40,000 signatures as well.
Notably, former Gov. Andrew Cuomo did not file petitions, so he officially won’t appear in the
Democratic primary. Hochul and Benjamin already had the Democratic designations and did not
need to petition their way onto the ballot. On the Republican side of the gubernatorial race, former
New York City Mayor Andrew Giuliani, Rob Astorino and Harry Wilson each filed enough signatures
to get on the ballot and challenge Rep. Lee Zeldin, who received the GOP designation, in June.
DEMOCRATS GET THEIR GERRYMANDERS FOR NOW
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New maps for the U.S. House and state Legislature will remain in place despite ongoing litigation
concerning their legality under the state Constitution. An appellate judge on Friday extended a lower
court’s stay on a decision from a Steuben County judge who ruled that new lines approved by
Albany Democrats weeks ago violated a state Constitution provision against gerrymandering. State
lawmakers would have had to draw new maps with just weeks to go until the June primaries had
the stay not remained in place. Wannabe legislators at the state and federal levels can now rejoice
that they have some certainty about where they need to campaign while Democrats got one more
reason to hope that they can flip a few GOP congressional seats this fall as part of their wider
efforts to retain control of the House in what will likely be a tough election cycle for Team Blue.
Related: NY’s Democrat-drawn congressional
April 4, 2022, gothamist.com, by Jon Campbell

maps will stay in place for now

In a class-action court settlement, the State agreed to expand voting access for residents with
disabilities such as blindness and paralysis. The state Board of Elections will create an electronic
voting method for those voters in time for the June Primaries.
Related: New York Plans to Make it Easier for Blind People to Vote
April 6, 2022, nytimes.com, by Ashley Wong
[Source: Council Member Gale Brewer’s weekly email, April 16, 2022]

Budget, finances & taxes
SUCCESS! These items were removed from the budget. IMPORTANT! They may be addressed
legislatively in the coming sessions.
• Lifting the 12 FAR cap on density for NYC buildings.
• 421-a tax break for developers who include affordable housing in their new developments.
Gov. Hochul proposed replacing the 420a with the Affordable Neighborhoods for New
Yorkers Tax Incentive (485-w).
Thanks to our local State Senators and Assembly Members for holding firm on the above items.
The total budget for FY 2023 is currently estimated at approximately $220 billion. The new state
budget, signed into law last weekend by Gov. Hochul, includes both funding and legislative
programs, some of them are highlighted below:
•

‘Bail reform’ changes. Bail laws will require judges to consider whether a defendant’s crime
caused harm to anyone, and would make certain crimes committed while out on bail for a
previous crime are eligible for arrest.
Changes to Raise the Age and Discovery.

•

Extension of Kendra’s Law (regarding certain people with mental health illness) and
controversial changes to the law, which allows judges to mandate mental health treatment,
including inpatient commitment, to people with mental illness deemed a danger to
themselves or others. The expansion of Kendra’s Law is one of several components in the
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state budget meant to bolster New York's mental health crisis response system.
Related: Expansion of Kendra's Law, Funding for Psychiatric Beds Among State Budget
Decisions on Mental Illness Policy
April 12, 2022, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth
•

Education funding is increased by $2.1 billion, or 7.2%—which includes $1.5 billion in
“Foundation Aid” for the neediest schools, most of which are in NYC.

•

Funding for CUNY will be increased by $240 million for operational expenses, which go
towards student tuition assistance ($69 million), faculty hiring ($54 million), and child care
($15.6 million for child care centers on all campuses where they do not exist). The budget
also includes $965 million in capital funds for CUNY facilities, many of which are in
disrepair.

•

Child care subsidies will be increased, by $7 billion over four years. Eligibility for subsidies
will be increased this August for families (to 300% of the federal poverty line, or $83,250 for
a family of four) and $343 million will go to child care providers to increase wages and
increase the rate of reimbursement from 69% to 80%.

•

Funding for the State Office of Mental Health will be increased by nearly $800 million, for
programs that serve children and adolescents, including residential treatment programs,
crisis intervention teams for kids experiencing mental health emergencies, integrating
mental health providers into pediatricians’ offices, reimbursement rate increases for
community-based mental health programs and $10 million to address staffing and capacity
shortages at state-run psychiatric hospitals.

•

Seed Funding for New Small Businesses - This initiative will provide flexible grants to
support early stage, micro and small businesses, including for-profit arts and cultural
organizations and independent performing artists. Artists who can document funding a
performance or appearance that was canceled for COVID-related reasons could be eligible
for retroactive grants as part of the $200 million Seed Funding Program. Applications are
now open. Learn more at nysmallbusinessrecovery.com.

•

The Emergency Rental Assistance Program was replenished with $800 million in new
funding to help keep tenants who fell behind in their rent for their homes.

•

Wages for home health care workers will be increased by $3 an hour and bonuses of up to
$3,000 will be granted to front-line healthcare workers. $3.9 billion in funding to provide aid
to hospitals struggling financially from the COVID-19 pandemic.

•

Housing plan. The state budget includes $25 billion for a five-year housing plan that tackles
systemic inequities by creating and preserving 100,000 affordable homes, including 10,000
homes with support services for vulnerable populations. Funding includes $5.7 billion in
capital resources, $8.8 billion in State and Federal tax credits and other federal allocations,
and $11 billion to support the operation of shelters and supportive housing units and to
provide rental subsidies.
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•

Reduced tax rates for middle-class New Yorkers will be implemented in 2023.

•

Legalization of “to-go” cocktails for three years. Cocktail orders must be “accompanied by a
substantial food item.”

•

Three new casinos will be licensed downstate, including one in Manhattan, to be decided by
a six-member board (yet to be appointed). The casino at Aqueduct Racetrack and the one at
the Yonkers Raceway are likely candidates for two of the three locations.
[Editor’s note: Discussions are already underway regarding an application for a casino at The
Water Club on the East River at 31st Street, among other Manhattan locations. ]

•

The NYS gas tax (16¢ per gallon) will be suspended from June until the end of the year.

•

'X' will be soon be a gender option on state forms in New York
April 15, 2022, nystateofpolitics.com, by Nick Reisman
New York state officials will soon allow residents to write a gender-neutral "X" on nearly all
state forms beginning in 2023...The measure, along with new funding for anti-discrimination
and anti-hate crimes programs, is meant to build on the Gender Expression NonDiscrimination Act, which sought to strengthen laws against discrimination in the workplace
and housing.

FY2023 Enacted Budget at budget.ny.gov/pubs/archive/fy23/en/index.html.

Extending the City's Rent
Stabilization Laws, Responding to the Mayor's FY 2023 Preliminary Budget, &
Other Important News
City Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams' email of April 9, 2022,

The New York City Council wrapped up public hearings on the Mayor Eric Adams’ Fiscal Year 2023
preliminary budget and released their formal response to his initial spending plan
council.nyc.gov/budget/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2022/04/Fiscal-2023-Preliminary-BudgetResponse-.pdf. Some highlights:
• The expiration date of the NYC Rent Stabilization Law was extended to July 1, 2022 to
provide City Council with time to determine whether there is an ongoing housing emergency,
which is defined as a vacancy rate of less than 5 percent of the City’s rental housing stock,
in order to maintain the City’s rent stabilization laws.
• City Council unveiled an aggressive budget agenda to invest in the City and its residents in
response to the Mayor’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Preliminary Budget. The Council focused on
filling major gaps left in the Mayor’s initial spending plan by investing in essential
infrastructure, including Youth Employment and Development Programs, Special Education
Pre-K, Career and Technical Education and Apprenticeship Programs, Expanding Mental
Health, Counseling and Citywide Restorative Justice in Schools, Providing Effective Mental
Health Approaches and Treatment, Creating New Healthcare Centers in Underserved
Communities & Increased Hospital Funding, Establishing Innovative Community-Based
Safety and Crime Victim Services Models, Commitments to Affordable Housing and
Homelessness Solutions, Providing a Property Tax Rebate for Homeowners in Need,
Ensuring Access to Public Benefits and Food Assistance, Investing in Wage Equity for
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•

•
•

•

•
•
•

Human Service Providers, Ensuring Opportunity through Adult Education, Expanding Civic
Engagement and Language Access for Immigrant New Yorkers, Funding Sanitation Services
and Parks, Supporting Fairness and Oversight in the Justice System, Expanding Alternative
to Incarceration Programs, Boosting Support for Cultural Institutions and Economic
Opportunity
Related: Council calls for 'unprecedented' $3.1 billion streets plan commitment
April 3, 2022, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz
The council’s proposal also included…40 miles of car-free busways. The redesign, which
bans private cars from a street, has already helped speed buses along 14th Street in
Manhattan...But efforts to add more busways around the city have also spurred backlash. A
former Mayor Bill de Blasio-era plan to add a busway to Fifth Avenue was stymied by luxury
retailers – and remains unfinished.
Reducing Packaging Waste. The New York City Council passed Resolution 55-A…which calls
on New York State to establish an Extended Producer Responsibility system for consumer
packaging and printed paper. "Extended Producer Responsibility," commonly known by its
acronym, EPR, is a policy approach in which producers, brand owners and importers, are
responsible for the management of post-consumer products and packaging, ensuring that
the companies producing such materials help bear the costs of recycling.
Expanding access to victim compensation funds.
Responding to the expiration of the Eviction Moratoriums. Prior to the pandemic, nearly half
of New York City households were "rent burdened," meaning they paid more than 30 percent
of their income towards rent. While federal, state, and local policymakers took significant
steps to help protect households from the threat of foreclosure and eviction during the
COVID-19 pandemic…those measures have since expired. As a result, many low-income New
Yorkers will likely have no way to remain in their homes unless the city, state, and federal
governments take further action to assist them.
Baseline funding for fair fares. City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams and Mayor Eric Adams
announced that the City is making funding for Fair Fares, which provides half-priced
MetroCards to eligible New Yorkers living at or below the Federal Poverty Level, a permanent
part of the City’s budget.
Making the City's transportation system more equitable. Many neighborhoods remain
“transit deserts,” with a large number of residents lacking close, affordable, and effective
access to public transit.
Striving for a cleaner, more welcoming city. Resolution 55 calls upon Governor Kathy
Hochul and the New York State Legislature to establish an Extended Producer Responsibility
system for packaging and printed paper.
Mayor's blueprint to end gun violence. "It is the Council’s responsibility to closely examine
this proposal, monitor the implementation of any policy changes, and ensure that the proper
balance is struck between targeted law enforcement and preventative measures to address
the root causes of violence."

Government, executive orders, legislation,
rules, policies (including pending)
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New York State Lieutenant Governor Brian Benjamin has resigned, following his
arrest on charges related to fraudulent donations for his campaign for NYC Comptroller. He asserts
that he is not guilty. His name may still appear on the primary ballots. The Democratic party may
ask him to run for a different office or move out of state while he is on bond, which would permit
Gov. Hochul to pick another candidate for Lt. Governor.
Related: Endorsements in the 2022 Democratic primary for lieutenant governor
April 15, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin
Ana María Archila, Diana Reyna and David Englert [are] the three Democrats running campaigns for
the June 28 Democratic primary.

Adams won't commit to releasing his tax returns
April15, 2022, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim
New York City Mayor Eric Adams is refusing to commit to releasing his tax returns to the public
while in office–standard practice among New York politicians, albeit not a legal requirement,
Gothamist reports.

Social Security Administration In-Person Appointments
In early April, the Social Security Administration (SSA) added more in-person appointments and
offer in-person service for people without an appointment. During the pandemic, millions of people
used SSA secure and convenient online services, and received help by phone and in their offices by
appointment. For people who can access their services online or by phone, the SSA asks that these
individuals continue to take care of their SSA business online or by phone and schedule an
appointment, when possible. Learn more at ssa.gov/coronavirus/gethelp.

No ‘Cuomo chips’ allowed: ‘Substantial food’ needed for to-go booze
April 11, 2022, nypost.com, by Sam Raskin
The state agency tasked with regulating sales of alcohol on Monday revealed the details of the new
law permitting takeout and delivery of alcoholic beverages for three years — including its definition
of the “substantial” food dishes that restaurants and bars must sell for them to be included in a
takeout or delivery order...[the] alcohol-to-go measure will take effect immediately and lasts until
April 2025...the State Liquor Authority classifies a “substantial food item” as “sandwiches, soups or
other foods, whether fresh, processed, precooked or frozen” — not potato chips, candy or bar nuts.
State Liquor Authority Guidance sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/04/advisory_2022-2__sale_of_wine_and_liquor_to-go_by_on_premises_retail_licensees-2.pdf.

Manhattan BP Looks To ‘Balance’ Community Boards By Asking if Applicants
Own a Car
January 18, 2022, nyc.streetsblog.org, by Dave Colon
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Wanted: fewer car owners. New Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine is looking to ensure
better “balance” on his borough’s 12 community board by adding a new question about vehicle
ownership to the application to serve. Along with other questions — such as whether would-be
board members are homeowners or renters, if they’re business owners, and demographic questions
about race and sexual orientation — potential Manhattan panelists will be asked a yes or no query:
“Do you own a vehicle?”...According to Levine, it’s part of a process to bring better discussions and
clearer data to the boards. “It’s important that community boards reflect the diversity of
perspectives of their communities”...American Community Survey data from 2015 to 2019 shows
that a whopping 77 percent of homes in Manhattan do not have a vehicle available...Levine, who will
get to appoint 600 community board members in 2022, will need the voices of people who care
about more than parking to get pieces of his agenda done, like converting half of the e-commerce
deliveries done in Manhattan to cargo bike deliveries or pedestrianize pieces of Broadway.

State Approves Massive Electricity Transmission Lines to Power Climate
Goals
April 14, 2022, thecity.nyc, by Samantha Maldonado
The state Public Service Commission on Thursday approved two transmission lines...to bring
electricity generated by hydroelectric, solar and wind power to the city...The first of the two
transmission lines is called the Champlain Hudson Power Express, which would bring in electricity
generated by dams in Canada, along a 339-mile route. This project, which has its state and federal
permits, is slated to operate by 2025...The second line is dubbed Clean Path New York, and will
carry solar, wind and hydropower from Delaware County 175 miles down to Astoria, Queens. It’s
expected to come online as early as 2027. Together, the projects stand to cut the city’s dependence
on fossil fuel generation by over 50% by 2030, which also paves for the state to achieve a zeroemissions grid by 2040, as mandated by the state’s sweeping Climate Leadership and Community
Protection Act...Utility customers will foot the bill for the cost of the transmission lines: across the
state, residential users can expect to see a $2 to $4 increase in their monthly electricity bills. But the
increased availability of renewable power downstate could stabilize customer bills overall...While
the Clean Path New York project generally enjoyed broad support, the Champlain Hudson Power
Express...generated some controversy.

Stories we are following
Editor’s Note: Vacant NYC stores need tenants who want to be there
April 12, 2022, cityandstateny.com, by Ralph Ortega
The evidence for how hard it’s been for small businesses during the coronavirus pandemic can be
seen among empty storefronts throughout New York City, and the expectation that these
enterprises will return to their brick-and-mortar locations may not be realistic. But the struggles to
stay afloat for many business owners had already been in play before COVID-19.
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As rents drop, Manhattan retail spaces are filling up (paywall)
April 15, 2022, therealdeal.com, by Sasha Jones
Leasing activity increased as asking rents fell for 18th consecutive quarter
Following years of challenges, Manhattan’s retail corridors are enjoying a resurgence. The market
had a 23 percent year-over-year increase in leasing in the first quarter of 2022, according to a report
by CBRE. Direct ground floor availability across Manhattan’s 16 premier shopping corridors
decreased for the third consecutive quarter...The rise in leasing came in part as landlords reduced
their pricing to levels that retailers are willing to pay. Asking rents have fallen by 5 percent in the
past year.
[Editor's note: Midtown East and Grand Central made the list of the top 10 most active
neighborhoods by sq. ft. leased in Q1 2022, but they were at the bottom of the list with the Plaza
District, Flatiron/Union Square and Times Square at the top of the list.]
CBRE [a real estate group] report
f.tlcollect.com/fr2/122/18656/Manhattan_Retail_Figures_Q1_2022.pdf.

Emails reveal how major Hochul campaign donors seek sway
April 10, 2022, timesunion.com, by Chris Bragg
Communications show campaign aides serving as links to top government staff…As Gov. Kathy
Hochul smashed campaign fundraising records last year, she held dozens of intimate, high-dollar
events that gave affluent donors one-on-one time to speak with her...According to emails [Wayne]
Chaplin later wrote, the chief executive officer of Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits told Hochul about
a contentious bill being pushed by his company, which is the largest wine and spirits distribution
company in the United States. If the proposal became state law, it could add to Southern Glazer’s
billions in annual revenue and generate substantial state tax receipts — but increase wine prices
and crush smaller competitors...The day of the fundraiser, five limited liability companies based in
Miami, all of which share an address with Southern Glazer’s, donated a total of $25,000 to Hochul’s
campaign...That particular bill has yet to make progress in the Legislature, but the Hochul
administration has backed the company's interests in other ways. During the recent state budget
negotiations, according to Democratic state Sen. James Skoufis, Hochul’s office repeatedly shot
down Senate proposals to level the playing field within the alcohol industry — ideas strongly
opposed by Southern Glazer’s.

Public service announcement
New York launches cannabis education campaign
Cannabis management director: 'Very few New Yorkers knew that we had legalized at all'
April 4, 2022, timesunion.com, Rebekah F. Ward
New York's cannabis regulators kicked off public education efforts on Monday, focusing the first
phase of a statewide media campaign on four messages: consumption of marijuana outside of the
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medical program is legal only for adults; those who choose to partake should smoke away from
others; keep cannabis out of reach of children and pets; and refrain from driving while high.

NYC’s reopening
New York State and NYC reached the goal of a 70% vaccination rate for adults, and the community
rate of infection, hospitalizations and deaths are low. As a result, most of the covid restrictions have
been lifted. For information about specific NY agencies, check with the agency’s website. Federal
guidelines are still in effect. Learn more at the links below.
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
Federal laws and regulations regarding covid cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/lawsregulations.html
CDC Interim Guidance for Fully Vaccinated People cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fullyvaccinated.html
U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergencypreparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Guidance for U.S. Citizens
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html
Federal resources for small businesses that are impacted by covid covid-sb.org.
New York State reopening guidance for businesses forward.ny.gov and
governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf. Learn more at
forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance.
New York State information about reopening, covid rates and zones, vaccination program, covid
restrictions and guidance, travel advisory, etc. coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home.
NYS travel advisory coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory.
New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses)
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.
New York State Business Pandemic Recovery Initiative. The Empire State Development page with
information about grants, tax credits, and technical assistance programs for businesses affected
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more at esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative.
New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid19-main.page
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New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid alert level webpage
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/index.page.
The NYC Citywide Information Portal with resource guides for businesses and individuals,
including COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311
portal.311.nyc.gov.

New York State COVID-19 tracker forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard.
Why are the covid numbers for New York City and New York State different? NYC and NYS calculate
the covid positivity rate differently. The NYC numbers tend to be more conservative.

Vaccinations
Vaccines are now readily available and are free. The NYC Vaccine Finder tells you everywhere in
NYC that vaccinations are available and the type of vaccination offered vaccinefinder.nyc.gov. You
can also check with your physician.
Vaccination data can be found on www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page. We
have asked NYC DOH to verify that this page is still being updated.

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.
Sites run by New York State are free coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there
will be charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19testing.page, call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.
For Murray Hill/Kips Bay
Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary; wait times are
unpredictable. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results quickly.
Test results usually come back in 1-2 days.

IMPORTANT: There is still no cure for COVID-19. To stop the spread take a
layered approach:
•

get vaccinated
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•
•
•

wear face coverings if you are unvaccinated or when you are with unvaccinated people
practice good hand hygiene
stay home if sick (seek care if you feel seriously ill)

When community rates of infection are high, limit non-essential activities, travel and indoor
gatherings with people who are not in your household.

See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including
Reopening
Testing
Vaccinations

The NYC Citywide Information Portal
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311
portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers. These resource
guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and housing, NYCHA residents, and
more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts
at the links below.

Restaurant and Food Discounts
General Discounts

Our government representatives
When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites.
Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org
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Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077,
District2@council.nyc.gov
NYC Council Member Erik Bottcher, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,
District3@council.nyc.gov.
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-8180580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov
NYC Council Member Julie Menin, Council District 5: council.nyc.gov/julie-menin, 212-788-6865,
District5@council.nyc.gov.
NYC Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams (speaker) SpeakerAdams@council.nyc.gov, 718-2062068 council.nyc.gov/district-28.
Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300,
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline:
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
Mayor Eric Adams: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message:
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
Dan Garodnick, Director, Department of City Planning, 120 Broadway, 31st Floor, New York, NY
10271, Tel. 212-720-3480, Fax. 212-720-3488, Email via website at
www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/email-the-director.page
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more.
New York Senate website nysenate.gov.
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov.
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-4909535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart,
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov
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NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/HarveyEpstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/RichardN-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
Governor Kathy Hochul, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov,
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form:
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press
releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefingroom/presidential-actions.

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2022.

Read our Privacy Statement
If you are not a member
or your membership has lapsed
please join/renew now.

And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!
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Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org
You are receiving this email as a member of
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
or because you have signed up to receive our emails.
To be removed from this list,
send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org
with “Remove” in the subject.
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