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Information that may be of interest… 
November 29, 2021 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a 
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2021.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 
 
 
 
 

 
#GivingTuesday 

#GivingTuesday is almost here! With the holiday season in full-swing, you can share in the 
giving spirit by helping support our beloved Murray Hill neighborhood. A donation to MHNA 
will help sustain our many community efforts, such as historic preservation, commitment to 
keeping the neighborhood clean & sustaining a beautiful quality of life for our fellow 
neighbors & businesses. 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
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We appreciate all donations! Donations $100 and above for non-members will be given a one-year 
MHNA membership and for current members, an automatic MHNA membership renewal.  
 
Donations can be made at MurrayHillNYC.org/donate.  
 
Thank you for your generosity & for supporting our community! 

 
 
 

Traffic advisory  
 

2021 Gridlock Alert Days   
Select days in September, November and December are designated Gridlock Alert Days, as traffic 
volumes increase with the holiday shopping and travel, as well as special event street closures. 
Source: NYC Department of Transportation (DOT).  
Wednesday, December 1 
Thursday, December 2 
Friday, December 3 
Wednesday, December 8 
Thursday, December 9 
Wednesday, December 15 
Thursday, December 16 
Friday, December 17 
Wednesday, December 22 
 
 
 
 

Mayor de Blasio Announces Holiday Plans for Pedestrian Space Around 
Rockefeller Center 
Press release, November 24, 2021 
Starting Friday [November 26], the City will pedestrianize the streets surrounding Rockefeller Center 
and Radio City Music Hall, using movable barriers to institute full or partial street closures to 
alleviate swelling foot traffic along sidewalks. Changes include: 
Pedestrian-Only Side Streets: 49th and 50th Streets between 5th and 6th Avenues will be open only 
to pedestrians during the most congested hours. 

• The City will close these streets to vehicle traffic between 11 a.m. and midnight daily. 

• Stricter crowd-control protocols are expected to be in place for the tree-lighting scheduled 
for Wednesday, December 1st. 

5th Avenue: Movable barriers will be placed on the east and west sides of 5th Avenue between 48th 
and 52nd Streets, eliminating a lane of traffic on each side of the avenue to create more pedestrian 
space. Additionally, there will be no turns allowed onto 47th, 49th, or 51st Streets. 
6th Avenue: Movable barriers will be placed on the east side of 6th Avenue between 48th and 52nd 
Streets, eliminating one lane of traffic to create more pedestrian space. 

http://murrayhillnyc.org/donate
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/789-21/mayor-de-blasio-holiday-plans-pedestrian-space-rockefeller-center
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/789-21/mayor-de-blasio-holiday-plans-pedestrian-space-rockefeller-center
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Buses: MTA buses will bypass all stops between 48th to 52nd Streets, and all crosstown buses will 
be re-routed around Rockefeller Center during pedestrian-only hours. 
 
 
 

Pandemic highlights 
 
The covid transmission rate is “high” and increasing for zip codes 10016 and 10017 (The data is 
from the NYC Department of Health website COVID-19 tracker  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page, November 26). Take a layered approach to 
protect yourself and stop the spread: get fully vaccinated, get a booster if eligible, wear a mask if 
you are indoors in gatherings, socially distance, practice hand hygiene, get tested if you will be in 
gatherings with unvaccinated people (preferably before and after), stay home if sick.  

 
 

Hochul: New York Is Monitoring New Omicron Variant 
November 26, 2021, gothamist.com, by Jen Chung 
The United States will restrict travel from eight African countries—South Africa, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Lesotho, Eswatini, Mozambique and Malawi—beginning Monday as the World 
Health Organization has classified a new coronavirus variant as a "variant of concern."...According 
to the WHO, the first case of the new B.1.1.529 variant, which has been named after the Greek letter 
omicron, was found on November 9th in South Africa. After more cases emerged, the country 
reported the new variant to the global health agency on Wednesday...epidemiologists who have 
been the most outspoken in supporting precautions against the virus urged calm on Friday, noting 
that little is known about the variant and that several seemingly threatening variants have come and 
gone in recent months..."While we have not yet identified any Omicron cases, we are not surprised 
that new variants are emerging and may likely end up in New York," New York Governor Kathy 
Hochul said in a statement Friday. "We will continue to monitor WHO actions and work with our 
partners at the CDC to keep a close eye on developments." She also urged common sense COVID 
safety precautions and encouraged vaccinations. 
 

 
 

State Of Emergency Declared As NY Prepares For Omicron Variant 
November 26, 2021, patch.com, by Adam Nichols 
The new COVID-19 variant has yet to be found in the U.S., but Governor Kathy Hochul warned Friday: 
"it's coming." The executive order allows the Department of Health to cancel non-urgent scheduled 
surgeries if medical centers' capacity runs low, which is defined as having less than 10 percent of 
staffed beds available...The order will also make it easier for the state to acquire critical supplies if 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page
https://gothamist.com/news/new-york-monitoring-new-omicron-variant-hochul-says
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/hyhsa/state-of-emergency-declared-as-ny-prepares-for-omicron-variant
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needed, Hochul said...The cancellation of surgeries takes effect on Dec. 3 and will be re-assessed 
on Jan. 15. 

 
 

More Covid-19 information for Murray Hill (zip codes 10016, 10017) towards the bottom of this 
newsletter at the section NYC’s Reopening. 

 

 

The MHNA welcomes new business member 
 

 
 

Coliseum Dental East provides outstanding comprehensive dentistry from a professionally 
trained team and a fully equipped, state-of-the-art facility. At Coliseum Dental, general 
dentists can refer you to an in-house specialist. They work together in a team setting, and 
can easily share patients’ records and history. The practice includes: General & Cosmetic 
Dentistry: Dr. Maia Berger (heads up the practice), Dr. Tony Voong, Dr. Pauline Pham, Dr. 
Henry Fung, Scott H. Pope DDS, FAGD, FICOI; Oral Surgery: Dr. Chun Pae Cho; 
Endodontics: Dr. Michele Nguyen; Pediatric Dentistry: Dr. Mike Park; Periodontics: Dr. 
Valerie Klein.  
Services include: General dentistry, Cosmetic dentistry, Endodontics – root canal infections, 
retreats & surgeries, Oral Surgery – wisdom teeth removal, dental implants, Periodontics – 
treatment of periodontal disease, sinus lift, gum grafts, Laser dentistry, 3D cone beam, 
Dental implants, Restorative dentistry, Preventative dentistry, Sedation dentistry, OrthoFX, 
Gum depigmentation, Pediatric dentistry (treating children of all ages).  
Coliseum Dental East is located at 251 East 33rd Street (Second Avenue), 1st Floor, 212-757-
3183, coliseumdental.com. 
 
 
 

 
For businesses, nonprofits & workers 
 

http://coliseumdental.com/
http://coliseumdental.com/
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Alert: Executive Law 172-B Repealed, Ending Redundant Filings for 
Nonprofits 
November 15, 2021, markspaneth.com, by Magdalena M. Czerniawski 
Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York signed S4817a/A1141a to repeal Executive Law 172-B, which had 
required certain organizations – including charitable and nonprofit organizations – registered with 
the New York State Attorney General (AG) to also file documents with the New York Department of 
State (DOS). Executive Law 172-B had been strongly opposed by many in the nonprofit community 
as redundant and burdensome as it required organizations to refile much of the same information 
that they were already filing with the New York State Charities Bureau with the DOS.  
 
 
 
November 29 

For Restaurants: Register for NYC Restaurant Week 
NYC Restaurant Week® Winter 2022 returns on January 18, 2022. Program registration is open now 
through November 29. Restaurants can sign-up at 
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTJsxHExdMLcoXw75IyefzUxDyN3uN6sPBtomiAJSssbmBf
Q/viewform.  Contact nycrestweek@nycgo.com with questions or for more information. Please note 
that there is a cost to participate in NYC Restaurant Week. 
 
 
 

 
The U.S. Small Business Administration Announces Updated Guidance 
Regarding Applicant Deadlines for COVID Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
Program (EIDL) 
The agency strongly encourages submission of Supplemental Advance Applications by December 
10. All Applications Due by December 31. 
How to apply: Eligible small businesses, nonprofits, and agricultural businesses in all U.S. states 
and territories can apply. Visit sba.gov/eidl  to learn more about eligibility and application 
requirements. The last day that applications may be received is December 31, 2021. Applications 
received by December 10 for Supplemental Advance will be processed in the order received and the 
SBA cannot guarantee processing of all applications by December 31. All applicants should file their 
applications as soon as possible to allow for processing. For additional information on COVID EIDL 
and other recovery programs, please visit sba.gov/relief.  
Small business owners may call SBA’s Customer Service Center 1-833-853-5638 (855-440-4960 for 
the deaf and hard-of-hearing) or email DisasterCustomerService@sba.gov for additional assistance. 
The center is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. EST. Multilingual representatives 
are available. 
Small business owners may also contact SBA’s Resource Partners by visiting sba.gov/local-
assistance.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.markspaneth.com/insights/category/alerts/executive-law-172-b-repealed-ending-redundant-filings-for-nonprofits
https://www.markspaneth.com/insights/category/alerts/executive-law-172-b-repealed-ending-redundant-filings-for-nonprofits
mailto:docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTJsxHExdMLcoXw75IyefzUxDyN3uN6sPBtomiAJSssbmBfQ/viewform
mailto:docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTJsxHExdMLcoXw75IyefzUxDyN3uN6sPBtomiAJSssbmBfQ/viewform
mailto:nycrestweek@nycgo.com
http://www.sba.gov/eidl
http://www.sba.gov/relief
mailto:DisasterCustomerService@sba.gov
http://www.sba.gov/local-assistance
http://www.sba.gov/local-assistance
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If your business is facing a real-time emergency, you may contact Small Business 

Services (SBS) by calling 311 or 212-618-8810. To connect with the SBS Emergency Response Unit 
& Intergovernmental Services, please e-mail ERU@sbs.nyc.gov.  
 
 

 
For buildings 

 

Department of Buildings Hosts Live Q&A Sessions and Industry Meetings 
(virtual) Live Q&A Sessions - Bi-weekly online Q&A Session for property owners, registered 

design professionals, filing representatives and other licensees/registrants provides a space for 
attendees to ask job specific questions for filings in DOB NOW, the Buildings Information System 
(BIS), or general questions about permits, Construction Codes, Zoning Regulations, sign offs, 
certificates of occupancy, place of assembly, equipment installations, violations and civil penalties, 
etc. Next Manhattan meeting is Tuesday, December 14, 2 - 3:30pm. Register at 
eventbrite.com/e/dob-manhattan-borough-qa-session-tickets-193872607187.   

(virtual) Industry Meetings – a monthly online, borough-specific industry session for 

registered design professionals to discuss policy and business process questions that are not job 
specific. The meetings will also include a review of recent updates and policy decisions. Next 
Manhattan meeting is Friday, December 10,  2 - 3:30pm. Register at eventbrite.com/e/dob-
manhattan-borough-monthly-industry-meeting-tickets-193871503887.  
Learn more at the NYC Department of Buildings events page 
www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/dob/upcoming-events.page. 
 
 
 

Kudos! 
 

Villa Berulia will be opening for lunch starting in December 
Villa Berulia is now open for dinner from 4 – 10pm. They will also be open for lunch starting in 
December. Villa Berulia, 107 East 34th Street (between Park & Lexington Avenue), 212-689-1970, 
villaberulia.com. This year Villa Berulia is celebrating its 40th anniversary in Murray Hill!  
 
 
 

 
Tommy Tardie, founder of Fine & Rare restaurant in Murray Hill, introduces 
his new company, The Morning Dram Coffee, barrel-aged coffee to savor. The coffee 

does not contain any alcohol or artificial ingredients. The barrel aging simply imparts the great 
flavors from the spirits it once held. themorningdram.com.   
 

 

mailto:ERU@sbs.nyc.gov
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dob-manhattan-borough-qa-session-tickets-193872607187
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dob-manhattan-borough-monthly-industry-meeting-tickets-193871503887
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dob-manhattan-borough-monthly-industry-meeting-tickets-193871503887
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/dob/upcoming-events.page
http://villaberulia.com/
https://themorningdram.com/
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Artist Bipasha Hyat (center right) explains her creative process to Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (left) at the 
opening reception for her exhibit, Monologues, at Galleria on 3rd. 

 

Carolyn Maloney attends the Galleria on 3rd opening reception for the exhibit 
Monologues, with work by Bipasha Hyat 
 
Works by award-winning artist and actress Bipasha Hyat are featured in Galleria on 3rd’s newest 
exhibit, Monologues. Part of the proceeds will be dedicated to the New York Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association. Gallery owner Shadin Hossain invited Murray Hill Congresswoman Carolyn 
Maloney to attend the opening reception on November 22, and she came and took time to talk to 
the artist and many of the guests, and to listen as owner Shadin explained the challenges of keeping 
the Galleria open during the pandemic. Kudos to Shadin for mounting an outstanding exhibit! The 
exhibit runs until December 11. Stop by to see it at Galleria on Third, 529 3rd Avenue (between 35th 
and 36th Street), galleriaonthird.com, 212-683-2886. 
 

http://www.galleriaonthird.com/
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And Congratulations to the new parents! 
Shadin Hossain, owner of Galleria on 3rd and his wife have a new baby girl, Faraq, now 6 months old! 
 

 
 
 
 

Stop by to see Macy’s holiday windows! 
The story of the little blue reindeer named Tiptoe. Here’s a sampling… 
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El Parador Café reminds us that they have a private dining room downstairs, “La Cueva,” that 

can be reserved for office happy hours, sit down dinners or cocktail parties. Celebrating 60 years of 
fantastico in Murray Hill! El Parador Cafe, 325 East 34th Street, 212-679-6812, elparadorcafe.com 
 
 

 

Jobs, volunteering and internships 
 

Ketchum Summer Fellows Program 2022 
Ketchum announces the return of their interactive application game. LaunchPad is a tool to assess 
candidates based on their potential versus what they have had the opportunity to do. While past 
internships are still beneficial, raw talent and creative problem solving skills are essential as well. 
Candidates will answer two fictitious client challenges that will measure their creative, digital, 
writing and general PR skills. All responses will then be posted and applicants will vote and 
comment on all posts. Top applicants will be chosen to proceed to the interview stage based on the 
points they earn. Are you ready for this game changer? Game on! Learn more and apply at 
ketchum.com/culture-careers.  
 
 

 
Advent & Christmas services 

 

mailto:alex@elparadorcafe.com
https://www.ketchum.com/culture-careers
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Church of the Covenant 
Sunday Virtual Worship Services: 10:50am Praise Music begins, 11am Worship Service begins, 
December 5, December 12, December 19.  
139th Christmas Eve Virtual Service of Lessons and Carols: Friday, December 24th at 6pm.  
Learn more. FLYER 
cocnyc.org  
 
 
 
 

Church of the Incarnation 
Sunday, December 12, at 5pm, Festival of Lessons and Carols, with Strings, Organ and the 
Incarnation Choir. Then stay for the Parish Christmas Party immediately after the service, with 
Christmas caroling, festive drinks, and various items for sale to spread the Christmas cheer.  
Sunday, December 19, at 11am, Children’s Christmas Pageant. The Children’s Christmas Pageant 
is featured in place of the sermon during the principal Sunday service. 
Christmas Eve at 6pm, Holy Eucharist with Organ and Soloists from the Incarnation Choir singing 
traditional Christmas hymns and carols. 11pm Festal Eucharist with Strings, Organ and the 
Incarnation Choir; Musical Prelude at 10:30pm, a transcendent celebration of Holy Communion by 
candlelight. 
Christmas Day at 11am Holy Eucharist with Organ and a Soloist from the Incarnation Choir. A joyful 
service of Holy Communion to celebrate the birth of Jesus, with a visit to the creche for children. 
All services are in person and streaming live. Learn more  
www.churchoftheincarnation.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cyber Monday sale at AKC Museum of the Dog Store online 
The AKC Museum of the Dog online store is offering unique dog-centered gifts and publications 
from the only museum that loves dogs as much as you do! Free shipping on orders $75+ in the 
continental United States! Special Cyber Monday sale! museumofthedogstore.org. You can also 
visit the in-person store Wednesday - Sunday, 11am - 6pm, 101 Park Avenue (40th Street on the 
plaza), 212-696-8360, museumofthedog.org.  

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=30274&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/Events/coc2021adventflier.pdf
https://cocnyc.org/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=30275&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
http://www.churchoftheincarnation.org/
https://museumofthedogstore.org/
https://museumofthedog.org/
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Upcoming events 
 

 
 
November 28 - Friday December 3     5:15pm 

Metropolitan Synagogue Hanukkah Menorah Lighting Nightly 
Metropolitan Synagogue invites you to join the daily lighting of its public Hanukkah menorah, 
beginning with Sunday night, November 28 to Friday, December 3, and occurring nightly. Open to the 
public. All are welcome!  
Park Avenue & East 35th Street (at the median)  
 
 
 
 
November 30, December 7, December 14, December 21   12 - 1:30pm 

Pershing Square Sounds - Holiday Season 2021! 
The Sammy Buttons Experience, Keyboard, Saxophone, Soul 
in Pershing Square Plaza (Park Avenue at 42nd Street) 
 
 
 
November 30   6pm 

(virtual) Community Board 5 Landmarks Committee Meeting  
Agenda: Review a request for evaluation by the Landmarks Preservation Commission for historic 
designation of the Postum Building at 250 Park Ave and the Roosevelt Hotel at 45 East 45th Street. 
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The public is encouraged to attend and speak on the agenda issues at a meeting or bring up a new 
issue pertinent to that committee. Register for the meeting at 
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_gqGo5S9mTxuoCNpwP3ljLg.  
 
 
November 30   6:30pm 

(in person and via Zoom) 17th Precinct Community Council meeting  
To attend in person: Doors at the Sutton Place Synagogue (225 East 51st Street) will open at 
6:15pm. All attendees must show proof of full vaccination and wear a mask. To ask questions 
during the meeting, you must agree to have your voice on the Zoom recording, which will be posted 
on social media. Those who do not wish to be on the recording may submit their questions in 
writing. 
To attend via Zoom (registration in advance is required) at 
us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkcuGppz4iEtRoCWUmS93LGEd-FTZ2p10V. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email with information about joining the meeting. You 
may log in to the meeting starting at 6:15pm. If you have questions during the discussion, please 
type them into the chat function. If you have questions you would like to submit prior to the meeting, 
please email them to Nora Reichard (NoraReichard@gmail.com), by noon on Tuesday, November 
30. 
Agenda: Follow-up on Issues from October, Crime Update: assaults (domestic), commercial 
burglary patterns, strong-arm robbery on 56th Street, Home Depot shoplifting turned robbery, gang 
shooting in Midtown, New NCO for Sector B: PO Lee, Domestic Violence: Safe Horizon (recent 
trends, services available), SantaCon (deployment plan, strategy to mitigate issues), Holiday Traffic 
and Construction Embargo, Q&A. 
 
 
 
 
December 1  12pm                 

(virtual) Segal Book Talk: Emily Mann: Rebel Artist of the American Theater, 
with Alexis Greene & Emily Mann 
The story of a pioneering woman and theater artist who defied the American theater's sexism, a 
traumatic assault, and illness to create unique documentary plays and to lead the McCarter Theatre 
Center, for thirty seasons, to a place of national recognition. Watch live on Howlround 
howlround.com, or on Facebook facebook.com/SegalCenter.  View recorded Segal Talks at 
youtube.com/channel/UC7hiSnB3RRtJuyNbhfMwDdg.  Presented by The Martin E. Segal Theater 
Center, The Graduate Center, City University of New York, 365 Fifth Avenue, at 34th Street. 
theSegalCenter.org,  212-817-1860. 
 
 
 
 
December 1    12 noon 

(virtual) What Keeps You Up at Night or How to Protect Yourself Financially 
Learn ways to protect your personal finances from life’s common pitfalls. Peter Creedon, CFP® 
discusses some of life’s common pitfalls including the different kinds of debt issues, job loss, 
health insurance gaps, disability, and lack of retirement savings. Learn more and register at 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_gqGo5S9mTxuoCNpwP3ljLg
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkcuGppz4iEtRoCWUmS93LGEd-FTZ2p10V
mailto:NoraReichard@gmail.com
howlround.com
https://www.facebook.com/SegalCenter
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7hiSnB3RRtJuyNbhfMwDdg
http://www.thesegalcenter.org/
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nypl.org/events/programs/2021/12/01/what-keeps-you-night-or-how-protect-yourself-financially.  
Details will be emailed upon registration. Presented by the Thomas Yoseloff Business Center at 
SNFL (New York Public Library).  
 
 
 
 
December 1    

Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree Lighting 
Stay tuned for more information about public access to this year’s tree lighting. You can view the 
live national broadcast “Christmas at Rockefeller Center” from home on NBC. After the lighting 
ceremony, the tree will be lit daily from 6am-12am. On Christmas Day, the Tree is lit for 24 hours 
and on New Year’s Eve it is lit from 6am to 9pm. Expect street closures around Rockefeller Center 
during the holiday season. Learn more at rockefellercenter.com/holidays/rockefeller-center-
christmas-tree-lighting and at the DOT website 
www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/weektraf.shtml#manhattan.  
 

 
 
December 1   6pm 

(virtual) Community Board 5: Land Use, Housing & Zoning Meeting – Penn 
Station Complex 
Agenda: Proposed PENN STATION AREA General Project Plan (formerly known as Empire Station 
Complex), located in CB5. A land use action. Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). 
Register to attend or speak at the meeting at 
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cGYTTtl9RhW1eE4BIvAzqg.  
 
 
 
 
December 2    6pm 

(virtual) Emergency Session of CB5 Full Board - Penn Station Complex 
Agenda: Proposed PENN STATION AREA GPP formerly known as Empire Station Complex GPP, 
located in CB5. A land use action. Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). Register to 
attend or speak at zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HGVMA2wBR4-YW-dSMK0Q9A.  
 
 
 
 
December 3   9am - 6pm  

Blood Drive! Hosted by the New York Blood Center and MTA/MNR 
The New York Blood Center is partnering with the MTA and Metro-North Railroad to host the 10th 
Annual MTA Metro North Railroad Employee & Commuter Blood Drive. Appointments are 
recommended, and walk-ins are accepted. Call 1-800-933-2566 or schedule an appointment online 
at donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/298848.   
in Grand Central Terminal 
Vanderbilt Hall 

https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2021/12/01/what-keeps-you-night-or-how-protect-yourself-financially
https://www.rockefellercenter.com/holidays/rockefeller-center-christmas-tree-lighting
https://www.rockefellercenter.com/holidays/rockefeller-center-christmas-tree-lighting
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/weektraf.shtml#manhattan
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cGYTTtl9RhW1eE4BIvAzqg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HGVMA2wBR4-YW-dSMK0Q9A
https://donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/298848
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December 3    6 - 7pm 

Metropolitan Synagogue Shabbat and Hannukah Services 
Metropolitan Synagogue in-person Shabbat services at their new location at Scandinavia House, 
with Sephardi virtuoso and singer Avram Pengas. Join them for a musically uplifting Shabbat and 
Hanukkah service and time to meet and greet friends, old and new. Services will be held in a 
beautiful large and airy room in which chairs are separated from each other and attendees can 
socially distance. All are welcome and bring your friends! Proof of vaccination required for entry. 
Please RSVP, email inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org if you will be in attendance and have any 
questions. 
at Scandinavia House 
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street) 
 
 

 
 
December 4    10:30am 

(virtual) New York StartUP! 2022 Business Plan Competition Orientation 
Do you dream of starting your own business? The 12th Annual New York StartUP! Business Plan 
Competition launches this December! Entrants can win $15,000 to start their business, as well as 
gain practical insights about starting and growing a business—all while using the comprehensive 
small business resources at NYPL’s Thomas Yoseloff Business Library (New York Public Library). 
Learn more and register at nypl.org/events/programs/2021/12/04/new-york-startup-2022-business-
plan-competition-orientation.  
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2021/12/04/new-york-startup-2022-business-plan-competition-orientation
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2021/12/04/new-york-startup-2022-business-plan-competition-orientation


 
 

16 
 

 
 
December 5    5 - 9pm 

Annual Tree Lighting & MHNA Holiday Party! 
We invite you to celebrate the holidays with us!  We will light up Park Avenue with the 
commencement of the 140th annual holiday tree lighting (electric Christmas tree lights were 
invented in Murray Hill in 1882) and the menorah lighting for the 8th night of Hannukah. Afterwards, 
come celebrate with all of your neighbors at the annual Holiday Party! 
5:15 pm We light the 8th candle of Hannukah at the Chabad of Midtown menorah at 38th Street and 
Park Avenue. (free) 
5:45pm Gather in front of the Church of Our Saviour at 38th Street and Park Avenue with Santa 
Claus as we will light all the holiday trees on Park Avenue. (free) 
6pm  Attend the Annual Holiday Party! Pershing Square at 90 East 42nd Street (at Park Avenue). 
Cash bar, pub fare can be purchased at the event. This program is presented by The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association Patrons of Park Avenue. Tickets: MHNA members (free)/Non-members 
$35. Join first and get the party for free! RSVP at murrayhillnyc.org/party.  
Entertainment! The Big Apple Chorus, which supports the community and invites singers to its 
weekly rehearsals in Murray Hill, will be singing their a cappella harmony holiday program.  
Guest of a Guest will provide press & photography for the event.  
 
 
 
 
December 6   12pm              

(virtual) Segal Book Talk: Pinter and Stoppard: A Director's View, with Carey 
Perloff  
An account of Perloff's lifelong engagement with Harold Pinter and Tom Stoppard, two leading 
British playwrights of our time--"exploring their Central European Jewish heritage and providing a 
set of tools for approaching their work in a performance environment and for unlocking the 
mysteries of their plays for audiences. Watch live on Howlround howlround.com, or on Facebook 
facebook.com/SegalCenter.  View recorded Segal Talks at 
youtube.com/channel/UC7hiSnB3RRtJuyNbhfMwDdg. Presented by The Martin E. Segal Theater 
Center, The Graduate Center, City University of New York, 365 Fifth Avenue, at 34th Street. 
theSegalCenter.org, 212-817-1860. 
 
 
 
through December 7 

Assistance for navigating the Medicare Open Enrollment Period  
During the Medicare Open Enrollment Period through December 7, there is a high volume of 
mailings and commercials promoting different Medicare plan options and offers of savings. The 
information can be overwhelming and confusing. If you want to learn more about Medicare plans 
and coverage, or how you might reduce your Medicare and prescription drug costs, the following 
community organizations provide information and assistance at no charge: 
 
Health Insurance Information, Counseling and Assistance Program (HIICAP), 212-602-4180: 
HIICAP offers free information about health insurance, including Medicare, Low-Income Subsidy 

https://murrayhillnyc.org/party
howlround.com
https://www.facebook.com/SegalCenter
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7hiSnB3RRtJuyNbhfMwDdg
http://www.thesegalcenter.org/
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(“Extra Help”), EPIC, Medigap, Medicare Savings Programs, Medicaid Managed Care, and Long-Term 
Care. The NYC Department for the Aging operates a HIICAP hotline, which you can call for 
information and assistance. 
 
Community Health Advocates (CHA), 888-614-5400: CHA is a program of the Community Service 
Society that exists to help guide individuals, families, and businesses through the health care 
system. CHA provides free information and assistance with making health insurance decisions, 
including Medicare and Medicaid. 
 
New York Public Library counselors at the Thomas Yoseloff Business Center are available to help 
with free and confidential sessions to answer your questions and provide the info and guidance you 
need. nypl.org/help/getting-oriented/financial-literacy/counseling.  
 
 
 
December 7, 8, 9 

Central Business District Tolling Program (congestion pricing) Update 
Email from the project team: 
Hello, 
Our outreach continues for the Central Business District Tolling Program (CBDTP) with three virtual 
public meetings in December. The December sessions will provide information on what we have 
been hearing from our public outreach and discussions with the Environmental Justice (EJ) 
Technical Advisory Group and the EJ Stakeholder Working Group, as well as on some of the 
ongoing analysis related to potential effects on EJ communities in the 28-county Study Area. 
The webinars will be held on the following dates: 
New York: Tuesday, December 7, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. sign-up at mta-
nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/83  
New Jersey: Wednesday, December 8, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. sign-up at mta-
nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/84  
Connecticut: Thursday, December 9, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. sign-up at mta-
nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/85  
While the individual meetings will focus on a specific state, participants can attend any or all of 
them. 
Though not required, those wanting to sign up in advance may do so until 5:30 p.m., the day before 
the meeting, using the links above or by calling the public meeting hotline at (646) 252-6777. 
Participants who decide during the webinar that they would like to speak will be given an 
opportunity to do so. Participants will also have the option to speak anonymously. 
The meetings will also be livestreamed at new.mta.info/project/CBDTP,  however, in order to speak, 
participants must join the Zoom meeting, either online or by phone.  
Please see below for more information on how to join: 
Online mta.zoom.us/j/82606738045, Enter Webinar ID: 826 0673 8045 
Phone Dial +1 888 788 0099 (toll free), Enter Webinar ID: 826 0673 8045, followed by two pound (# 
#) signs. 
Anyone who needs accessibility and language assistance services can find out how to do so at: 
new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/accessibility-and-language-services.  
Other ways to comment are: 
Online: mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/cbd_tolling  
Email: CBDTP@mtabt.org  

https://www.nypl.org/help/getting-oriented/financial-literacy/counseling
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/83
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/83
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/84
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/84
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/85
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/85
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
https://mta.zoom.us/j/82606738045
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/accessibility-and-language-services
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/cbd_tolling
mailto:CBDTP@mtabt.org
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Mail: CBD Tolling Program, 2 Broadway, 23rd Floor, New York, NY 10004 
Phone: 646-252-7440 
Fax: 212-504-3148 
Thank you for your continued interest in the Central Business District Tolling Program. 
Sincerely, 
The CBDTP team 
 
 
 
December 8   5 - 8pm 

(virtual) Public Hearing on the Proposed Pennsylvania Station Area Civic and 
Land Use Improvement Project (formerly known as The Empire Station 
Complex Civic and Land Use Improvement Project)  
Open to the public. FLYER esd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/Public-Hearing-Notice-FINAL-110821.pdf.  
The link for the virtual public hearing is: 
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rcuGgqDguEtIdE2aDazHjLOXB19QG7W9f,  the number for 
calling in is +1-646-558-8656 and the meeting ID is 896 5886 3486. Additional information 
explaining how to participate in the virtual public hearing and pubic documents are available on 
ESD’s website at: esd.ny.gov/empire-station-complex. The public hearing is for the purpose of: (1) 
informing the public about the Project; (2) giving all interested persons an opportunity to provide 
comments on the adopted proposed General Project Plan, pursuant to Section 16 of the Urban 
Development Corporation (UDC) Act; and (3) giving all interested persons the opportunity to give 
testimony on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) pursuant to the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (SEQRA). Comments on the GPP and the revisions proposed by ESD staff and 
the DEIS are requested. Comments may be made orally at the virtual hearing on December 8, 2021; 
delivered in writing to ESD, 633 Third Avenue, New York, New York 10017 (Attention: Stacey Teran), 
on or before 5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 10, 2022; or sent by e-mail to empirestation@esd.ny.gov,  
on or before 5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 10, 2022. Written or e-mailed comments received after 
5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 10, 2022 will not be considered. All verbal comments made at the 
public hearing and all written comments received by ESD prior to 5:00 pm on Monday, January 10, 
2022 will be considered by ESD prior to final consideration of the GPP and issuance of the FEIS. 
 

 

https://esd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/Public-Hearing-Notice-FINAL-110821.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rcuGgqDguEtIdE2aDazHjLOXB19QG7W9f
https://esd.ny.gov/empire-station-complex
mailto:empirestation@esd.ny.gov
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Penn Station (center) and the Midtown skyline. Rendering courtesy of The Official Website of New York State. 

 

Related: Governor Kathy Hochul Reveals Updated Plans And Renderings For 
Penn Station Overhaul In Midtown, Manhattan 

November 4, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young,  
Governor Kathy Hochul revealed numerous new renderings of what the outdated 53-year-old Penn 
Station and the surrounding Midtown, Manhattan district could soon become. Despite being slightly 
downsized by 7 percent from former Governor Cuomo’s ten-building master plan, the new proposal 
still encompasses an incredible 18.3 million square feet of construction and redevelopment. 
Vornado Realty Trust is the developer of the master plan, which is expected to take four to five 
years to complete and cost between $6-7 billion...Around three-quarters of the new floor space 
would be for office use...A car-free corridor of trees and garden beds is planned to span 34th Street 
from Herald Square to Ninth Avenue...Forty percent of every building frontage is slated for “active 
use,” such as retail and community facilities. This portion of the master plan will also establish a 
Public Realm Task Force, comprised of community leaders and stakeholders, to develop public 
realm improvements funded by a Public Realm Fund and initial revenue from the redevelopment. 
The community spaces will focus on the homeless population, while new underground truck-loading 
docks beneath Madison Square Garden are planned to remove such vehicles from the 
streetscape...Hocul’s proposal also allows up to 1,800 residential units, of which 540 would be 
permanently affordable...more subway entrances and exits directly to and from the new buildings; 
protected bike lanes and more bicycle parking stations along with a reduction in vehicular parking 
spaces; and the designation of West 31st, 32nd, and 33rd Streets as shared streets. 
 

Related: Press release from Governor, November 3, 2021, Governor Hochul Unveils 
Commuter-First Vision for Penn Station and Revitalized Surrounding 
Neighborhood 
 

Related: MTA chair: 10 new towers may not fund Penn Station expansion 

(paywall) 
October 27, 2021, therealdeal.com, by Kathryn Brenzel 
Citing lowered value of commercial property, Janno Lieber said his focus is overhauling existing 
transit hub...During his 2020 State of the State address, then-Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced that 
revenue generated from acquiring and redeveloping properties surrounding the station would help 
pay for eight new tracks a block south of the transit hub. The General Project Plan mentions 
payments in lieu of taxes and other mechanisms to fund the initiative...During a recent Senate 
committee hearing, Manhattan Sen. Brad Hoylman asked MTA chair Janno Lieber if the towers were 
necessary to pay for the expansion of Penn, as well as to leverage federal funding for the Gateway 
Program bridge and tunnel expansion and the broader redevelopment of the station. Lieber was 
noncommittal...Lieber said he is instead focused on overhauling the existing Penn Station...In a 
statement Tuesday, Lieber said the MTA has “complete confidence that there will ultimately be a 
robust market for commercial real estate near Penn Station.”...“The MTA’s immediate focus is to 
develop a strategy with our colleagues at Amtrak and NJ Transit to jointly fund improvements to 
existing Penn Station, which is owned by Amtrak, and to prepare for that future demand.” 
 
 
 
 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/11/governor-kathy-hochul-reveals-updated-plans-and-renderings-for-penn-station-overhaul-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/11/governor-kathy-hochul-reveals-updated-plans-and-renderings-for-penn-station-overhaul-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-unveils-commuter-first-vision-penn-station-and-revitalized-surrounding
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-unveils-commuter-first-vision-penn-station-and-revitalized-surrounding
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-unveils-commuter-first-vision-penn-station-and-revitalized-surrounding
https://therealdeal.com/2021/10/27/mta-chair-suggests-10-new-towers-may-not-fund-penn-station-expansion/
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December 9   7:30pm 

Doctors Orchestral Society in-person concert performing Verdi, Strauss & 
Sibelius 
(Free, donations welcome) Doctors Orchestra is back! Program: Verdi, Prelude from La Traviata; 
Strauss, Horn Concerto No. 1, Op. 11, soloist Jaimee Reynolds; Sibelius, Symphony No. 2 in D major, 
Op. 43. Artistic director Kyunghun Kim. The DOE requires all guests to be vaccinated and masked 
and to fill out the following form the day of the event prior to admission. 
healthscreening.schools.nyc, (For location you can select ‘other’ and enter Norman Thomas High 
School). The auditorium is large and will allow for plenty of social distancing. The Doctor’s 
Orchestral Society of New York (“Music Heals”) is a non-profit organization with a 501(c)3 tax 
exempt status and donations are 100% tax deductible. DOSNY was founded in 1938 by physicians 
interested in performing symphonic music. In recent years it has added community musicians 
representing the diverse professions in the metropolitan area. The orchestra has performed in New 
York’s major concert halls including Carnegie Hall, Town Hall and Avery Fisher Hall. 
doctorsorchestra.org 
at Norman Thomas High School 
111 East 33rd Street 
(NE Corner of Park Avenue) 
2nd Floor Auditorium 
 
 
 

 
The artist, Bipasha Hyat (right) speaking with an art aficionado who purchased one of her paintings at 
the opening reception of the exhibit Monologues, at Galleria on 3rd.  
 
through December 12 

Galleria on Third presents the exhibition Monologues with art by Bipasha 
Hayat 

https://healthscreening.schools.nyc/
http://doctorsorchestra.org/
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Galleria on Third will host its 11th Benefit Art Show featuring artist Bipasha Hayat's exhibit 
Monologues. Founded 22 years ago by Shadin Hossain, the gallery continues its annual benefit 
program, this year with proceeds benefitting the New York Chapter of the Alzheimer's Association. 
Bipasha Hayat, an award-winning artist, actress, and playwright from Bangladesh, has had solo 
exhibitions at New York's Transform Gallery, as well as in Seoul, Rome and Dhaka, and she has been 
invited to present her work in over 50 group shows throughout the world. Hayat says, "While living in 
Libya as a young person, I observed the ruins of the Ancient Roman civilization firsthand. These 
remnants resonated with me and would become the foundation for my art. It's as though these 
ancient remains told my story amongst these old stones and unidentified writing. At its essence, my 
work is the reflection of memories, past, and present, resonating in one constant continuum. I am 
honored to be featured in Galleria on Third's Benefit Art Show and to support the work of the 
Alzheimer's Association."  
BIPASHA HAYAT is a contemporary Bangladeshi artist, working across drawing, painting, 
installation and other media. Inspired by her upbringing in Libya with its remnants of Ancient Roman 
civilization, her work uses a unique and personal artistic language that draws from her own life, 
memories and ancient civilization. She tends to work in monochrome, creating a stronger analogy 
with the concepts of archeological find and historical evidence. She won an Honorable Mention 
Award for her work Memoir 2016 in the 17th Asian Art Biennale Bangladesh in 2016. She is also a 
playwright and actor who has received many awards, including the Bangladesh National Film Award 
for best actress. Galleria on Third is located at 529 3rd Avenue between 35th and 36th Streets, 
galleriaonthird.com, 212-683-2886. Stop by the store to see the exhibit from through December 11. 
FLYER 
 
 

 
 

Murray Hill in the news 
 

NYC Has Regained Three-Quarters Of Residents Who Fled During COVID, 
Data Suggests 
November 16, 2021, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz 
Andy Beveridge, a Queens College professor and longtime demographic expert, ran his own 
calculations based on the change of address data. He found that in 2020, there were an estimated 
33,000 more move-outs registered within the five boroughs than the baseline average. That trend 
reversed in 2021, with roughly 23,000 more move-ins than were expected...Although out-migration 
increased in every borough during the first year of the pandemic, it was the wealthiest parts of New 
York — including Battery Park City/Greenwich Village, Murray Hill/Gramercy, and the Upper East 
Side — that saw the highest per-capita rates of residential out-migration. Meanwhile, the three zip 
codes with the largest proportional gains in residents during that time were all located in the 
Hamptons...Between June and September, a total of 14 city neighborhoods outperformed pre-
pandemic move-out totals, with the highest net gains seen in Chelsea/Midtown, Murray 
Hill/Gramercy, Battery Park City/Greenwich Village, Chinatown/Lower East Side, and the Upper East 
Side. 
 
 

 

http://www.galleriaonthird.com/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/20211122_ART_SHOW_2021.pdf
https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-has-regained-three-quarters-residents-who-fled-during-covid-data-suggests?
https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-has-regained-three-quarters-residents-who-fled-during-covid-data-suggests?
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Transportation, road & sidewalk 
management 

 
 

MTA Mobile Sales Van: MTA Mobile Sales Vans come to different locations 
in Manhattan  

Throughout the month MTA mobile vans provide the following services: help with a Reduced-Fare 
application, Transfer MetroCard balances (Full fare and Reduced-Fare), Exchange a damaged 
Reduced-Fare MetroCard for a temporary replacement, Report a lost/stolen Reduced-Fare 
MetroCard, Ask about any MetroCard-related issues.  
You will find an MTA Mobile Sales Van at the following locations. Schedules are subject to change; 
make sure to check back before you visit. Call 511 for specific dates. Website 
new.mta.info/fares/metrocard-buses-and-vans.   
East Side at 57 St. & Third Ave., 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 10am – 12pm 
Turtle Bay at 47 St & Second Ave, 1st & 3rd Thursday, 10am – 12pm 
Kips Bay at 28 St. & Second Ave., 1st & 3rd Thursday, 1 – 3pm 
Murray Hill 23 St (Between First Ave & Second Ave) (Across the street from CVS), 2nd & 4th 
Thursday, 10am – 12pm 
 
 
 

 
 

Eric Adams, lawmaker team to demand de Blasio allow propane dining 
heaters 
November 18, 2021, nypost.com, by Nolan Hicks and Sam Raskin 
Councilman Keith Powers has called Mayor Bill de Blasio's propane heater ban 
"confusing."...Adams, the Brooklyn borough president and in six weeks mayor of New York, and 
Councilman Keith Powers (D-Manhattan) called on de Blasio to “reconsider” his prohibition of the 
devices, which were allowed on sidewalks during winter 2020. 
 
 

 

 
Making the Open Restaurants program permanent  
The NY City Council would like to make the Open Restaurant program permanent next year. The 
Open Restaurant Citywide Design Engagement Process is a way to weigh in on this program. The 
NYC Dept. of Transportation is soliciting public input so that the final program rules balance 
creativity, feasibility, and cost. DCP and DOT Announce Citywide Design Engagement Process for 
Permanent Open Restaurants Program www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2021/dcp-dot-permanent-
open-restaurants-program.shtml. Learn more at 
www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openrestaurants.shtml#permanent. Take DOT’s survey 
at nycdotsurveys.info/survey/open-restaurants-survey by December 31. DOT will give a 
presentation at the December Manhattan Borough Board meeting. DOT representatives will be at 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's virtual Manhattan Vaccine and Recovery Task Force on 

https://new.mta.info/fares/metrocard-buses-and-vans
https://nypost.com/2021/11/18/eric-adams-pol-demand-de-blasio-allow-propane-dining-heaters/
https://nypost.com/2021/11/18/eric-adams-pol-demand-de-blasio-allow-propane-dining-heaters/
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2021/dcp-dot-permanent-open-restaurants-program.shtml
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2021/dcp-dot-permanent-open-restaurants-program.shtml
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openrestaurants.shtml#permanent
https://nycdotsurveys.info/survey/open-restaurants-survey
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Tuesday, December 7 at 3pm to discuss Open Restaurants and get your feedback. To join the 
Zoom, email info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov in advance of the meeting. 
 
 
 

 

Schools & students 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray. Total Students Enrolled + 

Teachers/Staff=464.  Five positive tests were reported since September 2020 (3 students, 2 staff). 
No new positive tests.  

 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for The River School. Total Students Enrolled + 

Teachers/Staff=516. Three positive tests were reported since September (3 students). No new 
positive tests. 
 
 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for Murray Hill Academy. Total Students Enrolled + 

Teachers/Staff=299. No positive tests since September. No new positive tests.  
 
 
 
 

Gov. Hochul unveils nursing scholarship amid COVID-induced labor shortage 
November 18, 2021, nydailynews.com, by Denis Slattery 
Gov. Hochul...announced a scholarship program aimed at putting 1,000 new health care 
professionals to work in hospitals across the state. The governor...said the program will cover 
tuition for 1,000 new healthcare workers and encourage enrollment in nursing programs at SUNY 
and CUNY-run schools. 
 
 

 

Policing & police reform 
 

Weekly crime reports  
 

17th precinct 

www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf  
 

13th Precinct 

mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010116;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010281;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200011432;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-hochul-nurses-scholarship-covid-20211118-zfsegi2xl5a3hhehfsccgmssdm-story.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf
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www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf 
 

 
 

Man Stabbed To Death Near Penn Station Thanksgiving Day: NYPD 
November 25, 2021, patch.com, Adam Nichols 
The man was stabbed in the chest at W. 33rd Street and Seventh Avenue, police said. 
 

 

 
Housing, homelessness, preservation, 
zoning & affordability 
 
Pending ULURP 220132HAM. Public Hearing was on November 15 

NYC Dept of Housing Preservation & Development is applying for a zoning 
variance for New Providence Redevelopment 225 East 45th Street [between 3rd 

& 2nd Avenue] zap.planning.nyc.gov/projects/2021M0234  
Joint application by [NYC] HPD and DHS [Department of Homeless Services] requesting a site 
selection, disposition of City-owned property, designation of an Urban Development Action Area, 
and approval of an Urban Development Action Area Project to facilitate construction of an as-of-
right 21-story building with shelter beds, affordable housing, and a medical clinic located at 215 
East 45th Street, in the East Midtown neighborhood of Community District 6, Manhattan. 
 
 
 

 
NYS Emergency Rental Assistance (ERAP) 
New York State reports that total requests for assistance exceed available federal funding for the 
Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP). Learn more at otda.ny.gov/programs/Emergency-
Rental-Assistance.  ERAP applications are only being accepted in certain instances. If you have 
already applied to the ERAP program and have not received any information about your application 
status, you may email our office and we will follow up on your behalf.For questions about ERAP: call 
New York State at 844-NY1-RENT (844-691-7368; or the TTY phone number, 833-843-8829, for the 
hearing impaired). If you would like to be notified of possible future opportunities to apply for ERAP, 
please complete this NYS ERAP - Notify Me Form. 
 
 

 
Defend preservation of SoHo/NoHo before the NYC Council Subcommittee 
vote on December 2! 
The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation (Village Preservation) group is asking for 
our help to preserve the historic character and existing affordable housing in 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/hygg3/man-stabbed-death-near-penn-station-thanksgiving-day-nypd
https://zap.planning.nyc.gov/projects/2021M0234
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/Emergency-Rental-Assistance
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/Emergency-Rental-Assistance
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=6rhs9AB5EE2M64Dowcge5x65BhOjBLlKk9H_DZ-LwdlUQkw3Q1AxNloyN01ZSVI2Q1dGSTBCSTFESi4u
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SoHo/NoHo/Chinatown and to tell City Councilmembers to Vote NO on the SoHo/NoHo/Chinatown 
Upzoning Plan. Village Preservation claims that the analysis in the NY City Planning 
Soho/Noho/Chinatown Upzoning Plan is not accurate and overestimates the amount of affordable 
housing that will be created. Furthermore, their own analysis shows that it is likely to destroy more 
affordable housing than it creates. This will become a precedent to upzone historic districts if it 
goes through. If you would like to support the preservation of the SoHo/NoHo/Chinatown district, 
sign their petition https://p2a.co/ldbif1d. Learn more at villagepreservation.org/advocacy/soho-
noho-upzoning. 
NY City Planning website www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/plans/soho-noho/soho-noho-overview.page.  
 
 
 

Historic Districts Council Takes Action Against Demolition Permits for Hotel 
Pennsylvania 
[Source: Email from the Historic Districts Council, November 19, 2021] 
As many are already aware, the demolition preparation for Hotel Pennsylvania has commenced. 
This tragic loss is only the beginning of a wake of potential demolitions resulting from the planned 
Empire Station complex. The proposal will transform Penn Station and its surroundings into a field 
of supertall glass skyscrapers at the expense of lost historic fabric. The process has begun slowly, 
with the clearing of the interior and dismantling of the hotel's marquee, but will only escalate.  
HDC is active in the advocacy against the demolition of the Hotel and progression of the proposed 
Empire Station Plan. Alongside the Empire Station Coalition, and National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, HDC is monitoring the situation and taking action to fight back. 
To support this movement, HDC and its partners at Human Scale created a petition to save the 
landmarks surrounding Penn Station. If you support this preservation effort, please sign the petition 
to help protect this historically and architecturally significant part of New York City. 
 
 
 

Stories we are following 

 
 

Presentation to Community Board 6: Ghost Kitchens  
Also called “cloud kitchens” or “virtual kitchens”. They are virtual brands, no brick and mortar 
location. youtube.com/watch?v=WIcSWfeopX8,  minute 7:45. Supposed to have a permit from NYC 
Dept. of Health and Mental Hygiene (NYCDOHMH). One kitchen can have multiple concepts and 
varieties of food, for delivery only. Low overhead, few employees on site in the ghost kitchen. 
Addresses can be deceptive or may not show an address on website. Don't know where food is 
coming from. Could be coming from someone’s apartment (usually not legal to run a ghost kitchen 
from an apartment that is not zoned for commercial activity). Attempt to solve the high fee problem 
of delivery apps.  Better to order directly from restaurants, they don’t have to pay the fee, it supports 
local restaurants more. Trend is delivery. Can convert a restaurant kitchen to a ghost kitchen with 
multiple brands listed on Seamless. Share kitchens are permitted and inspected. Expect regulations 
for ghost kitchens soon. CB6 suggestion to have a seal from Health Department on the ghost 
kitchen website. Operating without a permit is a public health issue and should be reported to Dept. 
of Health. 

https://p2a.co/ldbif1d
https://www.villagepreservation.org/advocacy/soho-noho-upzoning
https://www.villagepreservation.org/advocacy/soho-noho-upzoning
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/plans/soho-noho/soho-noho-overview.page
http://hdc.org/
https://act.myngp.com/Forms/3508088812810275840?midqs=1GBM7_r2aNvKT0bld0hR3g==
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIcSWfeopX8
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Government, executive orders, legislation, 
rules, policies (including pending) 
 

ALERT: NYC Sets Stage For Allowing Noncitizens To Vote 
November 23, 2021, patch.com, Matt Troutman 
A City Council vote on Dec. 9 is expected to give hundreds of thousands of green card holders and 
other legal residents the ability to vote. More than 800,000 green card holders and those with work 
permits are all New Yorkers except in one crucial sense: they can't vote...Council Member Ydanis 
Rodriguez, who sponsored the bill, said "immigrant residents who pay their taxes and contribute to 
their city, they should also have the right to vote in their local elections."...Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
he didn't expect to veto the bill, although he acknowledged reservations about the city's legal ability 
to put it into action. 
 

 
 

Hochul signs LGBTQ bills expanding pronoun protections, vacating 
convictions for sex trafficking victims 
November 16, 2021, nydailynews.com, by Denis Slattery 
 
   
 
 

 
What does the infrastructure bill mean for NYC? 
[Source: Email from Brad Lander, November 16, 2021] 
The historic Bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (BIF) was signed into law! Here is 
what we know so far about what this new funding will mean for NY: 
$10 billion for the MTA. 
$5 billion dedicated to replacing public transportation like buses with zero-emission vehicles, 
including electric school buses. 
$8 billion boost to the long-stalled Gateway Project, which includes the new Hudson River tunnel, as 
well as repairs to existing tubes ravaged by Hurricane Sandy. 
$15 billion carved out within the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund to replace lead service lines. 
$10 billion in grants to address emerging contaminants. 
Billions of dollars in funding to remediate pollution throughout New York. 
 
 
 

NYC’s reopening 
 

https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/hy8yu/nyc-sets-stage-for-allowing-noncitizens-to-vote
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-hochul-signs-pair-lgbtq-bills-20211116-jboya6t7tjcn5acnmvyyolhxee-story.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-hochul-signs-pair-lgbtq-bills-20211116-jboya6t7tjcn5acnmvyyolhxee-story.html
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New York State and NYC Many of the covid restrictions have been lifted, but due to the highly 
contagious Delta variant, the new omicron variant and high transmission rate in NYC, proof of 
vaccination and masks are required for most indoor public activities.  

For information about specific NY agencies, check with the agency’s website. Federal guidelines are 
still in effect. Learn more at the links below.  

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

Federal laws and regulations regarding covid cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-
regulations.html  

CDC Interim Guidance for Fully Vaccinated People cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-
vaccinated.html  

U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergency-
preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines  

U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Guidance for U.S. Citizens 
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html  

Federal resources for small businesses that are impacted by covid covid-sb.org.  

New York State reopening guidance for businesses forward.ny.gov and 
governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf.  Learn more at 
forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance.  

New York State information about reopening, covid rates and zones, vaccination program, covid 
restrictions and guidance, travel advisory, etc. coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home.  

NYS travel advisory coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory. 

New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses) 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.  

New York State Business Pandemic Recovery Initiative. The Empire State Development page with 
information about grants, tax credits, and technical assistance programs for businesses affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more at  esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative.  

New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-
19-main.page  

The NYC Citywide Information Portal with resource guides for businesses and individuals, 
including COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers  
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov. 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-regulations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-regulations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html
https://covid-sb.org/
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf
https://forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page
https://esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
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Covid-19 rate of transmission for Murray Hill (zip codes 10016, 10017). The data is from the NYC 
Department of Health website COVID-19 tracker  www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-
data.page.  Data taken on November 26, 2021. 
 
New York State COVID-19 tracker forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Vaccinations 

Vaccines are now readily available and are free. The NYC Vaccine Finder tells you everywhere in 
NYC that vaccinations are available and the type of vaccination offered  vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  

Walgreens, RiteAid and CVS participate in the Federal vaccination program, as well as some 
independent pharmacies. They will be listed on the vaccinefinder.nyc.gov app. Check with your 
pharmacy to find out if they are offering vaccinations. You can also check with your primary care 
physician. 
 

Vaccination data is from www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page on November 
26, 2021. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page
https://forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
http://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page
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All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Sites run by New York State are free  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there 
will be charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-
testing.page, call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.  

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary; wait times are 

unpredictable. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results quickly. 
Test results usually come back in 1-2 days. 
 

 

IMPORTANT: There is still no cure for COVID-19. To stop the spread take a 
layered approach: 

• get vaccinated 
• wear face coverings if you are unvaccinated or when you are with unvaccinated people  
• maintain distance (6 feet between people if unvaccinated) 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
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• practice good hand hygiene 

• stay home if sick (seek care if you feel seriously ill) 

When community rates of infection are high, limit non-essential activities, travel and indoor 
gatherings with people who are not in your household.  

 

 
See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including  

Reopening 

Testing 

Vaccinations 

Neighborhood houses of worship, museums, educational and cultural institutions 

Neighborhood restaurants, food & spirits that are open for delivery & pickup  

Neighborhood retail, health care (including pets) & services that are open  
 
 

 
The NYC Citywide Information Portal 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers. These resource 
guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and housing, NYCHA residents, and 
more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.  
 
 

 

The MHNA Discount Program 

 
 
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts 
at the links below. 
 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

 

General Discounts 

 

 

Our government representatives 
 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11601&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11616&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11706&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11564&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11547&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11549&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar


 
 

31 
 

When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 
 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757, 
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-
0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov 
 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-
N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 
 

https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
mailto:quartd@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
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New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 

 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar 
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  
 
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 
 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press 
releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions.  

 
 

Read our Privacy Statement 
 

If you are not a member 
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now 

 
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

 

  
And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc  

in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos! 
 

Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org 
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org 

 
You are receiving this email as a member of 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

or because you have signed up to receive our emails. 
To be removed from this list, 

https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.governor.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
file:///C:/Users/Stanley%20Sheran/Dropbox/MHNA/Newsletter/2020/Weekly%20newsletters/maloney.house.gov
https://maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/join
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/MHNAnyc/
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send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org  
with “Remove” in the subject. 

 

 
 
 

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org

