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Information that may be of interest… 
November 15, 2021 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a 
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2021.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 
 
 
 
 

Traffic advisory  
 

Con Edison’s major gas main replacement project is completed on 36th 
Street between Park & Lexington Avenue 

In February 2021, residents along 36th Street, between Park & Lexington Avenue, received an 
advisory from Con Edison that the 19th century gas main on historic 36th Street would be replaced. 
This upgrade also involved secondary gas lines from the gas main connecting to the buildings along 
the street.  

The work began in March, when trenches were dug to expose the gas main and secondary gas lines 
that connect to the buildings. Metal plates were put over the open trenches in the roadway and 
sidewalks as the standard safety measure. And then the project stalled for 8 months. During those 
8 months, the construction trenches caused problems with the roadways and sidewalks: sinkholes, 
open holes, uneven surfaces, tripping hazards. The street became impassible for bicycles, which 
got diverted onto the sidewalks. A young man on a scooter was witnessed taking a fall when riding 
over a pothole at the corner of 36th & Lexington. He hit the ground, but fortunately was not hurt. For 
9 months, the unsecured metal plates on 36th Street, with its heavy traffic going into the Midtown 
Tunnel, caused continuous noise, and needed frequent adjustments to close the gaps that were 
exposed when the plates shifted.  

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/


 
 

2 
 

The metal plates that covered the open trenches, and gaps around them, exposed the surrounding 
buildings to gutter water whenever it rained. Water flowed unobstructed from the street's gutters 
into the open trenches and then into the basements, causing damage to historic buildings.  

This extended period of dangerous and damaging conditions drove the 36th Street community to get 
involved. 900 flyers were printed and distributed. A concerned resident living on 36th Street spent 
10 days tracing the areas of responsibility for the project to find out why the project had stalled, and 
what could be done to get it finished. His investigations took him to New York City and New York 
State government agencies, ConEd, and CAC, the project sub-contractor. It turns out that very 
restrictive work permits had inaccurately been issued to Con Ed for the project. A Department of 
Transportation (DOT) supervisor who issues the permits helped by reviewing the details of the plan 
so that inaccuracies could be identified and corrected. Permits were re-issued allowing larger crews 
to work more days per week. The New York State Department of Public Service played a vital role in 
helping to find resolution, by consolidating the complaints that were filed with them and holding 
ConEd and CAC accountable, then following up on the status of the complaints. The ConEd 
operators logged follow-up calls and helped to connect the dots.   

   

Looking west on 36th Street between Park & Lexington 
Avenue. Streets and sidewalks have been restored. 
Photo taken on 11/11/21. 

Looking East towards Lexington Avenue (between 
Lexington & Park Avenue). Streets and sidewalks have 
been restored. Photo taken on 11/11/21. 

And now, after a couple of intensive weeks of work by ConEd and its sub-contractors, the gas line 
replacement work along 36th Street (between Park and Lexington) has finally been completed. The 
last few noisy metal plates which remained in the intersection of Park Avenue & 36th Street are 
removed and all road surfaces are restored. The neighborhood thanks all of the people who 
facilitated the completion of the project for getting the work done prior to November 15, which is 
the start of the Holiday Season construction embargo in NYC. After that date, only emergency work 
is done until 2022.  
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If you will be submitting complaints about this project, please direct them to the NY State 
Department of Public Service and be sure to include your ConEd account number.  

Just for the record, calls to 311 did not help. The 311 operators routed the calls to Con Ed, and 
"emergency response teams" were sent, but the only outcome was to close the complaint without 
resolving it. This was done for hundreds of complaints. 

 

Photo of the intersection of Park Avenue & 36th Street was taken on November 13. 

 
 

2021 Gridlock Alert Days for November 
 
Select days in September, November and December are designated Gridlock Alert Days, as traffic 
volumes increase with the holiday shopping and travel, as well as special event street closures. 
Source: NYC Department of Transportation (DOT).  

Tuesday, November 23 

Wednesday, November 24 
 
 
 

Pandemic highlights 
 
The covid transmission rate in Murray Hill has increased from “substantial” to “high” (data from 
November 13). Precautions should be taken: get fully vaccinated, get a booster if eligible, wear a 
mask if you are indoors with people who may not be vaccinated, socially distance, stay home if sick.  

More Covid-19 information for Murray Hill (zip codes 10016, 10017) towards the bottom of this 
newsletter at the section NYC’s Reopening. 
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New York State website (new): COVID-19 Vaccines for Children and 
Adolescents 
covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccines-children-and-adolescents 
 
The Biden Administration’s program for vaccinating kids ages 5 through 11 launched 20,000 
locations, including pediatricians and family doctors’ offices, pharmacies, children’s hospitals, 
community health centers, rural health clinics, and school-based clinics. 
 
 
 
 

International Travel Ban Ends: Here's What It Means For NYC 
November 9, 2021, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 
The change Monday effectively lifted an extended travel ban on tourists from 33 countries, 
including European Union members, China, India and Iran, the Associated Press reported. It also 
reopens land borders to Canada and Mexico...Restrictions remain for unvaccinated travelers and 
those who received a vaccine not approved for emergency use by the World Health Organization. 
The rule means millions of people who were vaccinated with Russia's Sputnik V, China's CanSino or 
other shots not approved by the WHO will not be able to travel to the U.S. 
 

Related: Updated Requirements for Air Travelers to the U.S. due to COVID-19 
Source: U.S. Department of State 
For additional information, please visit the State Department's FAQs 
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/emergencies/covid-19-faqs-for-travel-to-the-
us-information.html  for answers to questions about the requirement for proof of negative COVID-19 
test or recovery from COVID-19 for all air passengers arriving in the United States. 
 
 
 
 
As of 11/15/2021 The Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) signup portal is closed. 
 

New York requests nearly $1 billion in additional Emergency Rental 
Assistance funds 
November 12, 2021, cityandstateny.com, by Sara Dorn 
The announcement comes as New York has nearly expended its $2.4 billion in Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program funds since it first began making payments in mid-July. The state’s Office of 
Temporary and Disability Assistance, which is administering the program, has distributed about $2 
billion to approximately 165,000 applicants, almost half of whom are landlords. 
 
 

https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccines-children-and-adolescents
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/hx6b9/international-travel-ban-ends-heres-what-it-means-for-nyc
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/requirements-for-air-travelers-to-the-us.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/emergencies/covid-19-faqs-for-travel-to-the-us-information.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/emergencies/covid-19-faqs-for-travel-to-the-us-information.html
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2021/11/new-york-requests-nearly-1-billion-additional-emergency-rental-assistance-funds/186817/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2021/11/new-york-requests-nearly-1-billion-additional-emergency-rental-assistance-funds/186817/
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For businesses & workers 
 

New Citywide Restrictions on Plastic Straws Now in Effect 
A citywide restriction on single-use plastic stirrers and splash sticks took effect on November 1, 
2021. NYC food service establishments may no longer provide single-use plastic straws to 
customers unless a customer actively requests one.  If a customer requests a plastic straw, 
establishments will be required to provide one free of charge, no questions asked. All food service 
establishments that have one or more self-serve stations must also display an unobstructed sign at 
least two inches by seven inches in no less than 20-point font each station that states: “Plastic 
straws available upon request.” Learn more at thenycalliance.org/news-item/New-Plastic-Straw-
Restrictions.  
 
 
 

Bring Back Tourism, Bring Back Jobs, a New York State grant program 
recovery package 
 
Meet in New York provides grants to convention/conference centers (and partnering hotels) when 
they bring more events, traveler spending, and jobs back to NY by reimbursing discounts that 
centers/hotels offer to meeting organizers to entice business. More information on qualifying 
businesses and events can be found at esd.ny.gov/meet-new-york-grant-program.    
 
Tourism businesses can qualify for a return-to-work grant that gives up to $5,000 per net new 
employee. More information, including a sign-up for program-related email alerts, is available at 
esd.ny.gov/tourism-return-work-grant-program.  
 
The Tourism Worker Recovery Fund will send one-time payments of $2,750 to as many as 36,000 
qualified workers in tourism sector industries (those who were on extended federal unemployment 
insurance the last week before those benefits ended and have yet to see their earnings fully 
recover). Eligible workers will be contacted directly via text or email. 
 
 

Press release: Governor Hochul Announces Major $450 Million "Bring Back 
Tourism, Bring Back Jobs" Inclusive Recovery Package, November 8, 2021 

esd.ny.gov/esd-media-center/press-releases/governor-hochul-announces-450-million-tourism-
inclusive-recovery-package  
 
 
 

Transportation, road & sidewalk 
management 

https://www.thenycalliance.org/news-item/New-Plastic-Straw-Restrictions
https://www.thenycalliance.org/news-item/New-Plastic-Straw-Restrictions
https://esd.ny.gov/meet-new-york-grant-program
https://esd.ny.gov/tourism-return-work-grant-program
https://esd.ny.gov/esd-media-center/press-releases/governor-hochul-announces-450-million-tourism-inclusive-recovery-package
https://esd.ny.gov/esd-media-center/press-releases/governor-hochul-announces-450-million-tourism-inclusive-recovery-package
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MTA Secures Billions In Federal Aid With Last-Minute Deal With NJ & CT 
November 9, 2021, gothamist.com, by Stephen Nessen, WNYC 
With nearly $14 billion in federal COVID-relief aid on the line, New York, New Jersey, and 
Connecticut were having trouble coming to an agreement on how to divvy up the huge pot of relief 
money...an agreement was reached. The MTA secured $10.85 billion, while New Jersey walked 
away with $2.66 billion and Connecticut $474 million...In addition to the funds in the grant program, 
New York has agreed to give New Jersey an additional $75 million from its share. And New Jersey 
[will] get $363 million from Philadelphia. The state has also applied for an additional $400 million in 
supplemental grants, for a total of $3.5 billion for the region to be used to cover operating 
losses...Earlier this year, the MTA had to borrow $2 billion to cover operating expenses until these 
funds were released. By state law, the MTA must end the year with a balanced budget. These funds 
may be used to pay off that loan and ensure the MTA, which is predicting deficits in the coming 
years, can avoid the worst fare hikes or service cuts...ridership is...still only about 50% of what it 
was before the pandemic. The agency relies heavily on ticket sales to cover the bulk of its budget, 
which is why federal relief has been so crucial to keep trains running throughout the pandemic. 
 
 
 
 

Amidst Hunger Strike, NYC Taxi Drivers Get Better Debt Relief Deal 
November 3, 2021, gothamist.com, by Jen Chung and Stephen Nessen, WNYC 
After a two-week long hunger strike, taxi drivers got a better debt relief deal from New York City. The 
city said that Marblegate, the largest medallion lender, will restructure outstanding loans to 
$200,000, capping debt payments at $1,122 a month, a significant improvement over an existing 
debt relief plan—plus the city will guarantee all taxi drivers' debt. 
 
 
 
 

Vornado’s Roth reportedly batted down de Blasio’s plans for Fifth Ave. 
busway 
October 27, 2021, therealdeal.com, The Real Deal Staff 
Project paused after developer’s City Hall meeting this month...The original plan for the Fifth Avenue 
busway would have essentially prevented any vehicles except buses, bikes and emergency vehicles 
from driving between 34th Street and 57th Street. Pressure from retailers reached a fever pitch this 
summer and shortened the proposed busway by 11 blocks...The busway along Fifth Avenue would 
help transit riders move faster across Manhattan. 
 

Related: City Delays 5th Avenue Busway & Bike Lanes, Infuriating Advocates 
October 21, 2021, patch.com, by Nick Garber 
Transportation Commissioner Hank Gutman told Streetsblog Wednesday that work on the Fifth 
Avenue busway and bike lanes will not begin until "after the holidays" — presumably after Mayor Bill 
de Blasio leaves office on Jan. 1...A Fifth Avenue busway between 57th and 34th streets...had the 
backing of Community Board 5, which repeatedly endorsed it as part of a broader "re-imagined 
vision for Fifth Avenue." But the busway faced opposition from business groups like the Fifth 
Avenue Association, whose leader, Jerome Barth, said the loss of car lanes would harm the 

https://gothamist.com/news/mta-secures-billions-federal-aid-last-minute-deal-nj-ct?mc_cid=dcfa7f4ad2&mc_eid=673ce71436
https://gothamist.com/news/amidst-hunger-strike-nyc-taxi-drivers-get-better-debt-relief-deal
https://therealdeal.com/2021/10/27/vornados-steven-roth-reportedly-bat-down-de-blasios-plans-for-fifth-ave-busway
https://therealdeal.com/2021/10/27/vornados-steven-roth-reportedly-bat-down-de-blasios-plans-for-fifth-ave-busway
https://patch.com/new-york/midtown-nyc/city-reportedly-delays-5th-avenue-busway-infuriating-advocates
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avenue's luxury retailers and "threaten Midtown's and New York City's economic recovery."...Amid 
the opposition, the city watered down the busway proposal this summer to allow for more private 
car traffic. (Fifth Avenue already has bus lanes, but not a restricted busway: a corridor like the one 
on 14th Street where most other traffic is banned.) 
 
 
 

CB6 Working towards Roomier Sidewalks on 3rd Ave 
The CB6 Transportation Committee announced a project to reimagine a congested segment of 3rd 
Avenue (from 26th Street to 32nd Street) to increase the amount of sidewalk space available to 
pedestrians and outdoor dining alike. That way, there isn’t so much competition for tight space. CB6 
commissioned Sam Schwartz Engineering to draft a concept plan for widening the sidewalks on 
this portion of 3rd Avenue, using a CB6 resolution as a guide. You can find Sam Schwartz 
Engineering’s concepts for the area at cbsix.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Third-Avenue-
Study_05.10.21.pdf. If you live in and around the area, CB6 would love to hear your feedback on the 
project! Email your thoughts to info@cbsix.org. 
 

Related: Perfecting the New York Street An achievable, replicable plan for a 
city that’s embracing public space as never before. (paywall) 

November 11, 2021, curbed.com, by Justin Davidson 
New York and Curbed recruited a team of designers and consultants, led by the architecture firm 
WXY, to approach the streets as a matrix of overlapping, interrelated networks...we tried to imagine 
what a comprehensive transformation would produce on a generic Manhattan block, to the extent 
that one exists. We chose Third Avenue between East 33rd and 34th Streets because of its 
concentration of terriblenesses and virtues. It is congested, dense, torn up, noisy, and lively. Lined 
by towers and tenements, plied by trucks and fed by tunnels, it’s a short walk from offices, 
hospitals, and trains. Yet we also embraced its frenzy. Our goal was not to impose the serenity of a 
provincial Dutch city or to streamline the block into anodyne efficiency. New York without friction 
wouldn’t be New York...Our efforts yielded two big lessons. The first is that every improvement is a 
trade-off. Protecting bus lanes with concrete barriers, for example, would keep cars out, but it would 
also keep limited-stop buses from passing local ones. Our street incorporates a possible set of 
compromises. The second is that even simple tweaks imply a far-reaching organizational overhaul. 
 

https://cbsix.org/committee/transportation/
https://airtable.com/shrrsHSVp9yX9GALs/tblztcUPiopggeJAc/viwmVIfxvJvQgYabU/recIt9jXJE2E7um7Q/fld66g40FckvbQxS7/att5x5bJteScHfS1I?backgroundColor=blue
https://cbsix.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Third-Avenue-Study_05.10.21.pdf
https://cbsix.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Third-Avenue-Study_05.10.21.pdf
mailto:info@cbsix.org
https://www.curbed.com/2021/11/perfecting-nyc-street.html?
https://www.curbed.com/2021/11/perfecting-nyc-street.html?
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Before: 1. The bus can’t move until the truck does, the truck can’t move until the crosstown car gets 
through the red light, and the car can’t move until pedestrians are done crossing. 2. Restaurant shed 
+ tree + scaffolding = please step into oncoming traffic. 3. An intrepid cyclist is boxed in by 
construction, a double-parked van, and a bus pulling into traffic. 4. Streetery bumper cars. 5. You’d 
have to be suicidal to ride in the street here. 6. Hope nobody needs that hydrant. 7. The way to hail a 
cab is by standing where it can hit you. 8. Every trash can is different and in a different spot. 9. 
Disappearing curb. 10. No audible signals for people who are blind or have low vision. 11. Rough 
curb cuts suitable for high-clearance wheelchairs only. 12. The other side of the street is so far 
away. Photo-Illustration: nightnurse images 
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After: 1. On 34th Street, buses own the road. 2. Kit-built streeteries: No more splintery plywood. 3. 
Enclosed trash bins eliminate piled-up rat feast. 4. A sidewalk shed that isn’t a grimy tunnel of 
support columns. 5. Streetside trash bins that trucks can grab and dump. 6. Extra-wide lane for 
bikes, scooters, and other human-powered transit. 7. Sidewalks wide enough for everyone. 8. Raised 
crosswalk with tactile corner ramps: slows drivers, safer for everyone else. 9. Buses, unleashed, 
become actual rapid transit. 10. A zone for delivery trucks to unload your Amazon box; bikes do the 
last few blocks. Photo-Illustration: nightnurse images  
 
 
 

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's response regarding making the 
Open Restaurant program permanent 
Recommendation on the ULURP Application No. N210434ZRY Open Restaurants / Sidewalk Cafés 
by the New York City Department of Transportation and the New York City of Department of City 
Planning 
 

Downtown pols call for limits on permanent outdoor dining 
October 08, 2021, therealdeal.com, by Sasha Jones 
The Open Restaurants program, a lifeline for small business owners during the pandemic, has 
achieved a rare feat in New York City politics; uniting just about every demographic imaginable — 
including registered Democrats and Republicans — in popular support, according to polling. As it 
turns out, not everyone is on board. While the City Planning Commission heard testimony 

http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/MBP-Brewer-ULURP-Recommendation-N210434ZRY-Open-Restaurants-2021-10-13.pdf
https://therealdeal.com/2021/10/08/downtown-pols-call-for-limits-on-permanent-outdoor-dining/
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Wednesday about making the Open Restaurants program permanent, a coalition of Downtown 
Manhattan lawmakers and community leaders voiced their opposition to what they called 
“wholesale ceding of public space to one private industry.” Under the proposed text amendment, 
restaurants seeking sidewalk cafe space would not have to go through local community board 
review. A joint statement issued by State Assembly members Deborah Glick and Harvey Epstein and 
the chairs of Community Boards 1 and 2, among other officials, called for stricter limits on outdoor 
dining, arguing that the amendment as it stands would bring about an “unmanageable program 
throughout the city” and warning of “harmful quality of life intrusions.” Concerns cited by the group 
include safety and accessibility, insufficient design guidelines and increased noise, rats and trash. 
“While New Yorkers accepted the temporary measures during the worst parts of the pandemic in 
order to support restaurants which are vital to our economy, it is wrong to bypass local community 
review and give up public spaces which will be difficult to get back,” Glick wrote...Before the text 
amendment can be implemented, it must pass through City Council, where it has the support of 
Members Ydanis Rodriguez, Keith Powers and Antonio Reynoso. 
 
Related: Here’s how to weigh in on making the Open Restaurant program permanent 

Open Restaurant Citywide Design Engagement Process 
The NY City Council is looking to make this program permanent next year. The NYC Dept. of 
Transportation is soliciting public input so that the final program rules balance creativity, feasibility, 
and cost. Press release of 10/5/21  DCP and DOT Announce Citywide Design Engagement Process 
for Permanent Open Restaurants Program www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2021/dcp-dot-
permanent-open-restaurants-program.shtml.  
 
 
 
 

Kudos! 
 
 

Murray Hill restaurants offering Thanksgiving dinner on 
November 25! 
 

Benjamin Prime, 11:30am-11pm, 23 East 40th Street (between Madison & Park Avenue), 212-

338-0818, benjaminsteakhouse.com/prime. 
 

Benjamin Steakhouse, 11:30am-11pm, 52 East 41st Street (between Madison & Park Avenue), 

212-297-9177, benjaminsteakhouse.com/nyc. 
 

Docks Oyster Bar & Seafood Grill, 633 3rd Avenue (at 40th Street), 212-986-8080, 

docksoysterbar.com.  
 

Fine & Rare, live jazz. Seatings at 2pm, 4:30pm, 7pm, 9:30pm. 9 East 37th Street (between 

Madison & 5th), 212-725-3866, fineandrare.nyc. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2021/dcp-dot-permanent-open-restaurants-program.shtml
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2021/dcp-dot-permanent-open-restaurants-program.shtml
https://benjaminsteakhouse.com/prime
https://benjaminsteakhouse.com/nyc
https://www.docksoysterbar.com/
https://fineandrare.nyc/
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Sarge’s Delicatessen and Diner, 548 3rd Avenue (between 36th & 37th Street), 212-679-

0442, sargesdeli.com.   
 

Grand Central Market—on November 24, desserts to take home 

 
 
 

 
 
Now Open—The Morgan Cafe Coffee Bar 
The Morgan Library & Museum’s coffee and wine bar has reopened. The bar offers a variety of light 
refreshments, coffee, wine, and cocktails in a casual environment in the Morgan's iconic Gilbert 
Court designed by the Renzo Piano Building Workshop. (Museum admission is not required for the 
Café.) The Morgan Library & Museum is located at 225 Madison Avenue (between 36th & 37th 
Street), 212-685-0008, themorgan.org.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://sargesdeli.com/
https://www.themorgan.org/
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Smörgås Chef at Scandinavia House has reopened! Their menu is based on the 

principles of New Nordic Cuisine, which is deeply committed to using local, sustainable, and all-
natural ingredients. Smörgås owns and operates its own 300-acre farm in the Catskills. For 
reservations email reservations@smorgas.com, 212-847-9745, smorgas.com/park, Smörgås  is 
located at Scandinavia House, 58 Park Avenue (between 37th and 38th Street). 
 
 
 

 
 

Baruch College's 25th Street Plaza Officially Opens 
Manhattan Community Board 6, November 2021 newsletter 
Clivner=Field Plaza, a pedestrian plaza at Baruch College on East 25th Street, between 3rd and 
Lexington Avenues...[a] project a decade in the making...is officially open for the 
public...congratulations to Baruch College, the New York City Department of Design and 
Construction, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, and the New York City 
Department of Transportation. 
 
 

 

Jobs, volunteering and internships 
 

Help Wanted 
The Swedenborgian Church in Murray Hill is being closed, and needs help sorting and 

boxing papers and books, and moving the boxes. Help is needed a couple of afternoons, early in the 
next few weeks. Schedule can be flexible. Will pay. Located at Church of the Holy City, 114 East 
35th Street (between Lexington & Park Avenue). If you are interested, please 
email sueditmire@gmail.com, indicating your name, phone number and which afternoons you are 
available.  

mailto:reservations@smorgas.com
http://www.smorgas.com/park
https://mailchi.mp/cbsix/april-2021-newsletter-4859080
mailto:sueditmire@gmail.com
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TADA! Youth Theater has open jobs and internships 
Jobs are creative as well as administrative. Details at tadatheater.com/work-with-us. Learn more 
about TADA! at tadatheater.com.  TADA! is located at 15 W 28th Street, 2nd & 3rd Floors, 212-252-
1619, info@tadatheater.com.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.tadatheater.com/work-with-us/
https://www.tadatheater.com/
mailto:info@tadatheater.com
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Upcoming events 
 
November 15    10am  

Virtual information session about a free job training program in health and 
office administration 
The program is run by workforce development nonprofit Strive strive.org.  Training begins Friday 
(11/19) and lasts 12 weeks. Join the Zoom at zoom.us/join  and enter meeting ID 951 5238 1566.  

 
 
November 16   12 - 1pm 

(virtual) How Social Media Violates the Social Contract 
(free) Our society is fracturing over how we treat each other online, fueled by anonymity, 
disinformation, and our widening political divide. From recent Facebook whistleblower testimony on 
hate speech to social media surveillance by law enforcement, there is an urgent need for solutions 
to address Big Tech and its impact on society. Join our panel of experts at the cross section of civic 
(and civil) conversation, digital communication, and the future of democracy for a necessary and 
timely discussion. Stanford Professors Rob Reich and Jeremy Weinstein will share insights from 
their new book, System Error: Where Big Tech Went Wrong and How We Can Reboot. Former 
Massachusetts governor Deval Patrick will discuss his work with the Future of Tech Commission 
and the group’s recommendations for President Biden’s internet and social media goals. Timothy 
Shriver, founder of UNITE and chairman of the Special Olympics, will explore how we can better 
unify to find solutions. The panel will be moderated by Pulitzer Prize winning journalist and founder 
and editor in chief of The Markup, Julia Angwin. Presented by Brennan Center for Justice at NYU 
School of Law in partnership with New York University’s John Brademas Center. Register at 
eventbrite.com/e/how-social-media-violates-the-social-contract-tickets-205229395647.  
 
 

 
 
November 18   9am - 12:30pm 

(virtual symposium) Restoring the Urban Jungle: Stewardship for the Future 
Madison Square Park Conservancy's annual horticulture symposium (free and open to the public). 
While climate change is a global issue, the team at Madison Square Park is taking action on a 
smaller scale. They will discuss their efforts to make your park more sustainable and submit 
questions to a panel of NYC land managers who are at the forefront of the action. Register at 
madisonsquarepark-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5FvmYStATwy2OUxAttPB0A.  
 
 
 
November 18    2 – 3:30pm 

Senator Krueger's Virtual Town Hall: Medicare Parts A, B, C and D: Changes 
You Can Make to Your Coverage 
Join Senator Krueger and Eric Hausman from the Department for the Aging’s Health Insurance 
Information and Counseling Program (HIICAP). Mr. Hausman, the HIICAP Program Coordinator, is 

https://strive.org/
https://zoom.us/join
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-social-media-violates-the-social-contract-tickets-205229395647
https://madisonsquarepark-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5FvmYStATwy2OUxAttPB0A
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an expert on all things Medicare. During his presentation you will hear about changes coming in 
2022 to premium rates and deductibles for Medicare Parts A and B, learn about Original Medicare 
and Medicare Advantage plans, Medigap/Supplemental plans, and programs that can help defray 
Medicare costs, including prescription drug costs. The Medicare Open Enrollment Period runs from 
October 15 - December 7, 2021. Attending this event is a great opportunity to learn about changes 
you can make to your coverage now. You can join the event online through Zoom or through 
Facebook. Or you can call in to hear the audio portion of the event. A recording of the event will be 
posted on  www.facebook.com/statesenatorlizkrueger and at krueger.nysenate.gov. The event will 
feature a question and answer session with Eric Hausman. If you have questions about changes 
coming in 2022 to Medicare premiums and deductibles, Original Medicare and Medicare Advantage 
plans, Medigap/Supplemental Plans, or how to find out if you are eligible for programs to defray the 
costs of your health insurance. you can submit questions during the event but are strongly 
encouraged to submit them in advance when you register for the event. Register at 
tinyurl.com/medicare-changes-town-hall.  
 
 
 

 
 
This Build the Block meeting is for the 17th Precinct Sector B (north of 40th Street). Map to find 
your Build the Block meeting www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/bureaus/patrol/find-your-meeting.page.  
 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/medicare-changes-town-hall
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/bureaus/patrol/find-your-meeting.page
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November 19   7:30pm, doors at 7pm 

Solo piano recital by Wynona Yinuo Wang, 1st prize winner of the 2018 
Concert Artist Guild competition 
Program: Mozart, Sonata in B-flat major, K333, Rachmaninoff, Prelude in F-sharp minor, Op. 23, No. 1, 
Daisies, Op. 38, No. 3, Prelude in B minor, Op. 32, No. 10, Prelude in G-flat major, Op. 23, No. 10, Etude-
Tableaux in D minor, Op. 39, No. 8, Etude-Tableaux in D major, Op. 39, No. 9, Schumann, Sonata No. 1 
in F-sharp minor, Op. 11. (free) RSVP at eventbrite.com/e/wynona-yinuo-wang-tickets-
208245587157.  Donations for musicians 
secure.squarespace.com/checkout/donate?donatePageId=5ea4e160ecc98b1707bb8e30.  In 
person (limited to 20 attendees, proof of vaccination required) or live stream at 
pianoonpark.com/webcast. Learn more about Wynona Wang wynonapiano.com.  
at Piano on Park 
10 Park Avenue 
Apt 22D 
pianoonpark.com  
 
 
 

 

 

 

November 20   12:30 - 3:30pm 

Docks Oyster Bar & Seafood Grill's 2021 Canadian Oyster Festival 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wynona-yinuo-wang-tickets-208245587157
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wynona-yinuo-wang-tickets-208245587157
https://secure.squarespace.com/checkout/donate?donatePageId=5ea4e160ecc98b1707bb8e30
pianoonpark.com/webcast
https://wynonapiano.com/
https://www.pianoonpark.com/
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Come taste coastal Canada and meet a host of Canadian Oyster Farmers first hand! Unlimited Beer, 
Wine & Vodka, Raw Canadian oysters and assorted cooked Oysters, Live MUSIC, A Fun Photo Booth 
& more! "SHUCK LIKE YOU GIVE A CANUCK" SHUCKING COMPETITION! with $$$$ Prizes 
Sponsored by Raspberry Point Oyster Co. Made Possible by Docks Oyster Bar, Off the Beaten Palate 
Productions, #CanOysterFestUSA. Learn more and see videos and photos at 
eventbrite.com/e/docks-all-canadian-oyster-festival-2021-tickets-192313423627. MHNA members 
get a 10% discount, tickets must be purchased in person (see FLYER).  
at Docks Oyster Bar & Seafood Grill 
633 3rd Avenue (40th Street) 
212-986-8080 
docksoysterbar.com 
 
 
 

 
 
November 21     3pm 

St. George's Choral Society Fall Concert with Orchestra performing Bach and 
Haydn 
(In person or via livestream) The program: J. S. Bach: Cantata 4, Christ lag in Todesbanden, and 
Haydn: Missa in Angustiis, Lord Nelson Mass. The soloists: Sarah Brailey, soprano, Heather Petrie, 
contralto, Michael Kuhn, tenor, Enrico Lagasca, bass-baritone. Meet the soloists 
https://www.stgeorgeschoralsociety.org/news/2021/10/9/meet-our-fall-2021-soloists. Tickets are 
$30/$25 for MHNA members. Purchase in-person tickets or purchase livestream tickets.  Learn 
more about the choral society's performances at stgeorgeschoralsociety.org/concerts.  
at St. George’s Church 
7 Rutherford Place (between 2nd & 3rd Avenue on 16th Street) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/docks-all-canadian-oyster-festival-2021-tickets-192313423627
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/Oyster_Festival_flyer_2021.pdf
https://www.docksoysterbar.com/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=XYF7UHE783XEQ
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=K9NL6GB8P56WL
https://www.stgeorgeschoralsociety.org/concerts
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November 22 – December 11 

Galleria on Third presents the exhibition Monologues with art by Bipasha 
Hayat 
Galleria on Third will host its 11th Benefit Art Show featuring artist Bipasha Hayat's exhibit 
Monologues. Founded 22 years ago by Shadin Hossain, the gallery continues its annual benefit 
program, with proceeds benefitting the New York Chapter of the Alzheimer's Association. Bipasha 
Hayat, an award-winning artist, actress, and playwright from Bangladesh, has had solo exhibitions at 
New York's Transform Gallery, as well as in Seoul, Rome and Dhaka, and she has been invited to 
present her work in over 50 group shows throughout the world. Hayat says, "While living in Libya as 
a young person, I observed the ruins of the Ancient Roman civilization firsthand. These remnants 
resonated with me and would become the foundation for my art. It's as though these ancient 
remains told my story amongst these old stones and unidentified writing. At its essence, my work is 
the reflection of memories, past, and present, resonating in one constant continuum. I am honored 
to be featured in Galleria on Third's Benefit Art Show and to support the work of the Alzheimer's 
Association."  
BIPASHA HAYAT is a contemporary Bangladeshi artist, working across drawing, painting, 
installation and other various media. Inspired by her upbringing in Libya with its remnants of Ancient 
Roman civilization, her work uses a unique and personal artistic language that draws from her own 
life, memories and ancient civilization. She tends to work in monochrome, creating a stronger 
analogy with the concepts of archeological find and historical evidence. She won an Honorable 
Mention Award for her work Memoir 2016 in the 17th Asian Art Biennale Bangladesh in 2016. She is 
also a playwright and actor who has received many awards, including National Award for acting. 
Galleria on Third is located at 529 3rd Avenue between 35th and 36th Streets, galleriaonthird.com, 
212-683-2886. Stop by the store to see the exhibit from November 22 – December 11. FLYER 
 
 
 
November 25 

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
Official website macys.com/social/parade. Iconic balloons (some new), floats, bands, clowns,  
entertainers and attractions, and more…marching down 6th Avenue and across 34th Street, ending in 
Herald Square. There will be a new giant balloon in the parade, Ada, from the Netflix series Ada 
Twist, Scientist. Public viewing areas on 6th Avenue from West 59th to West 38th Street. In person 
and also can be viewed on NBC TV, starting at 9am. No public viewing or press access in the telecast 
area on 6th Avenue from West 34th to West 38th Streets, & on West 34th Street between Broadway & 7th 
Avenue. Limited public viewing on the south side of West 34th Street between Broadway & 7th Avenue. 
Expect crowds and street closures. 
 
 
 

http://www.galleriaonthird.com/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/20211122_ART_SHOW_2021.pdf
https://www.macys.com/social/parade
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November 28  1:45 – 3:15pm 

(in-person) Walking Tour of Historic Murray Hill 
Walk around Historic Murray Hill with a knowledgeable guide and learn about its many historic 
landmarks, the well-known architects who designed them, and the famous people who once called 
this neighborhood home. Hear the story of how Mary Murray helped save American troops during 
the American Revolution. Tour guides will focus on the unique architectural qualities of the 
buildings as well as the historic evolution of the neighborhood and its preservation as a residential 
oasis in Midtown Manhattan. The historic Murray Hill neighborhood is from 34th Street to 42nd 
Street and from Madison Avenue to Third Avenue. Your tour guide will be Robin Garr. Please wear a 
mask and practice social distancing while on the tour. Open to MHNA members and the public. 
Reserve your spot now, there will be a maximum of 10 people on this tour. Tickets $10 MHNA 
member/$20 General public, brochure included. Register online for the walking tour. We will contact 
you the morning of the event if the weather seems questionable. 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=30182&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
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December 5    5 - 9pm 

Annual Tree Lighting & Holiday Party! 
We invite you to celebrate the holidays with us!  We will light up Park Avenue with the 
commencement of the 140th annual holiday tree lighting (electric Christmas tree lights were 
invented in Murray Hill in 1882) and the menorah lighting for the 8th night of Hannukah. Afterwards, 
come celebrate with all of your neighbors at the annual Holiday Party! 
5pm We light the 8th candle of the Hannukah menorah at 34th Street and Park Avenue. (free) 
5:30pm Then we will light the holiday trees on Park Avenue in front of the Church of Our Saviour at 
38th Street and Park Avenue with Santa Claus. (free) 
6pm  Attend the Annual Holiday Party! Pershing Square at 90 East 42nd Street (at Park Avenue). 
Cash bar, pub fare can be purchased at the event. This program is presented by The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association Patrons of Park Avenue. Tickets: MHNA members (free)/Non-members 
$35. Join first and get the party for free! RSVP at murrayhillnyc.org/party. Entertainment! The Big 
Apple Chorus, which supports the community and invites singers to its weekly rehearsals in Murray 
Hill, will be singing their a cappella harmony holiday program.  
 
 
 
through December 7 

Assistance for navigating the Medicare Open Enrollment Period  
During the Medicare Open Enrollment Period through December 7, there is a high volume of 
mailings and commercials promoting different Medicare plan options and offers of savings. The 
information can be overwhelming and confusing. If you want to learn more about Medicare plans 
and coverage, or how you might reduce your Medicare and prescription drug costs, the following 
community organizations provide information and assistance at no charge: 
 
Health Insurance Information, Counseling and Assistance Program (HIICAP), 212-602-4180: 
HIICAP offers free information about health insurance, including Medicare, Low-Income Subsidy 
(“Extra Help”), EPIC, Medigap, Medicare Savings Programs, Medicaid Managed Care, and Long-Term 
Care. The NYC Department for the Aging operates a HIICAP hotline, which you can call for 
information and assistance. 
 
Community Health Advocates (CHA), 888-614-5400: CHA is a program of the Community Service 
Society that exists to help guide individuals, families, and businesses through the health care 
system. CHA provides free information and assistance with making health insurance decisions, 
including Medicare and Medicaid. 
 
 
 
December 8   5 - 8pm 

(virtual) Public Hearing on the Proposed Pennsylvania Station Area Civic and 
Land Use Improvement Project (formerly known as The Empire Station 
Complex Civic and Land Use Improvement Project)  
Open to the public. FLYER esd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/Public-Hearing-Notice-FINAL-110821.pdf.  
The link for the virtual public hearing is: 

https://murrayhillnyc.org/party
https://esd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/Public-Hearing-Notice-FINAL-110821.pdf
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us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rcuGgqDguEtIdE2aDazHjLOXB19QG7W9f,  the number for 
calling in is +1-646-558-8656 and the meeting ID is 896 5886 3486. Additional information 
explaining how to participate in the virtual public hearing and pubic documents are available on 
ESD’s website at: esd.ny.gov/empire-station-complex. The public hearing is for the purpose of: (1) 
informing the public about the Project; (2) giving all interested persons an opportunity to provide 
comments on the adopted proposed General Project Plan, pursuant to Section 16 of the Urban 
Development Corporation (UDC) Act; and (3) giving all interested persons the opportunity to give 
testimony on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) pursuant to the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (SEQRA). Comments on the GPP and the revisions proposed by ESD staff and 
the DEIS are requested. Comments may be made orally at the virtual hearing on December 8, 2021; 
delivered in writing to ESD, 633 Third Avenue, New York, New York 10017 (Attention: Stacey Teran), 
on or before 5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 10, 2022; or sent by e-mail to empirestation@esd.ny.gov,  
on or before 5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 10, 2022. Written or e-mailed comments received after 
5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 10, 2022 will not be considered. All verbal comments made at the 
public hearing and all written comments received by ESD prior to 5:00 pm on Monday, January 10, 
2022 will be considered by ESD prior to final consideration of the GPP and issuance of the FEIS. 
 

 
Penn Station (center) and the Midtown skyline. Rendering courtesy of The Official Website of New York State. 

 

Related: Governor Kathy Hochul Reveals Updated Plans And Renderings For 
Penn Station Overhaul In Midtown, Manhattan 

November 4, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young,  
Governor Kathy Hochul revealed numerous new renderings of what the outdated 53-year-old Penn 
Station and the surrounding Midtown, Manhattan district could soon become. Despite being slightly 
downsized by 7 percent from former Governor Cuomo’s ten-building master plan, the new proposal 
still encompasses an incredible 18.3 million square feet of construction and redevelopment. 
Vornado Realty Trust is the developer of the master plan, which is expected to take four to five 
years to complete and cost between $6-7 billion...Around three-quarters of the new floor space 
would be for office use...A car-free corridor of trees and garden beds is planned to span 34th Street 
from Herald Square to Ninth Avenue...Forty percent of every building frontage is slated for “active 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rcuGgqDguEtIdE2aDazHjLOXB19QG7W9f
https://esd.ny.gov/empire-station-complex
mailto:empirestation@esd.ny.gov
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/11/governor-kathy-hochul-reveals-updated-plans-and-renderings-for-penn-station-overhaul-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/11/governor-kathy-hochul-reveals-updated-plans-and-renderings-for-penn-station-overhaul-in-midtown-manhattan.html
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use,” such as retail and community facilities. This portion of the master plan will also establish a 
Public Realm Task Force, comprised of community leaders and stakeholders, to develop public 
realm improvements funded by a Public Realm Fund and initial revenue from the redevelopment. 
The community spaces will focus on the homeless population, while new underground truck-loading 
docks beneath Madison Square Garden are planned to remove such vehicles from the 
streetscape...Hocul’s proposal also allows up to 1,800 residential units, of which 540 would be 
permanently affordable...more subway entrances and exits directly to and from the new buildings; 
protected bike lanes and more bicycle parking stations along with a reduction in vehicular parking 
spaces; and the designation of West 31st, 32nd, and 33rd Streets as shared streets. 
 

Related: Press release from Governor, November 3, 2021, Governor Hochul Unveils 
Commuter-First Vision for Penn Station and Revitalized Surrounding 
Neighborhood 
 

Related: MTA chair: 10 new towers may not fund Penn Station expansion 

(paywall) 
October 27, 2021, therealdeal.com, by Kathryn Brenzel 
Citing lowered value of commercial property, Janno Lieber said his focus is overhauling existing 
transit hub...During his 2020 State of the State address, then-Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced that 
revenue generated from acquiring and redeveloping properties surrounding the station would help 
pay for eight new tracks a block south of the transit hub. The General Project Plan mentions 
payments in lieu of taxes and other mechanisms to fund the initiative...During a recent Senate 
committee hearing, Manhattan Sen. Brad Hoylman asked MTA chair Janno Lieber if the towers were 
necessary to pay for the expansion of Penn, as well as to leverage federal funding for the Gateway 
Program bridge and tunnel expansion and the broader redevelopment of the station. Lieber was 
noncommittal...Lieber said he is instead focused on overhauling the existing Penn Station...In a 
statement Tuesday, Lieber said the MTA has “complete confidence that there will ultimately be a 
robust market for commercial real estate near Penn Station.”...“The MTA’s immediate focus is to 
develop a strategy with our colleagues at Amtrak and NJ Transit to jointly fund improvements to 
existing Penn Station, which is owned by Amtrak, and to prepare for that future demand.” 
 
 
 
 
December 9   7:30pm 

Doctors Orchestral Society in-person concert performing Verdi, Strauss & 
Sibelius 
(Free, donations welcome) Doctors Orchestra is back! Program: Verdi, Prelude from La Traviata; 
Strauss, Horn Concerto No. 1, Op. 11, soloist Jaimee Reynolds; Sibelius, Symphony No. 2 in D major, 
Op. 43. Artistic director Kyunghun Kim. The DOE requires all guests to be vaccinated and masked 
and to fill out the following form the day of the event prior to admission. 
healthscreening.schools.nyc, (For location you can select ‘other’ and enter Norman Thomas High 
School). The auditorium is large and will allow for plenty of social distancing. The Doctor’s 
Orchestral Society of New York (“Music Heals”) is a non-profit organization with a 501(c)3 tax 
exempt status and donations are 100% tax deductible. DOSNY was founded in 1938 by physicians 
interested in performing symphonic music. In recent years it has added community musicians 
representing the diverse professions in the metropolitan area. The orchestra has performed in New 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-unveils-commuter-first-vision-penn-station-and-revitalized-surrounding
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-unveils-commuter-first-vision-penn-station-and-revitalized-surrounding
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-unveils-commuter-first-vision-penn-station-and-revitalized-surrounding
https://therealdeal.com/2021/10/27/mta-chair-suggests-10-new-towers-may-not-fund-penn-station-expansion/
https://healthscreening.schools.nyc/
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York’s major concert halls including Carnegie Hall, Town Hall and Avery Fisher Hall. 
doctorsorchestra.org 
at Norman Thomas High School 
111 East 33rd Street 
(NE Corner of Park Avenue) 
2nd Floor Auditorium 
 
 

 

Welcome new business member 
 
 

 
 
Maura Kehoe Collins founded Artiphile in 1991 as an independent art advisory specializing in art 
collections management, specifically to promote the conscientious stewardship of cultural property 
in private hands. Buying, owning, selling and gifting works of art has become increasingly complex 
in a global marketplace. Artiphile advocates only for their clients and the works of art. Artiphile 
delivers bespoke art collections management services with discretion. Their method of inventory, 
assessment and administration aims to identify and address all physical and practical needs of a 
collection. Project partners are called upon when their expertise is needed: fine art conservation, 
framing, appraisal, insurance, shipping and packing, as well as specialty practices of art secured 
lending providers and art law. With decades of experience in conservation, research and museum 
administration, both Maura Kehoe Collins and her partner, Sara Madeleine Henderson provide 
museum standards for the care and maintenance of private collections. Private clients remain 
anonymous. Select public clients include The Estate of Arthur M. Sackler, The Estates of Nancy 
Spero & Leon Golub, The Estate of John Steptoe for The National African American Museum Project 
of the Smithsonian Institution, The Oyster Ponds Historical Society (pro bono), the Tom Otterness 
Studio, and the National Academy Museum & School, New York. Artiphile can be contacted at 917-
304-3948, MKC@artiphile.com, or through their website artiphile.com.  
 
 
 
November 27 

Small Business Saturday 
Mark your calendars! Small Business Saturday is November 27. Get your holiday marketing plan 
together now for a successful holiday season. Learn more at score.org/blog/5-small-business-tips-

ace-your-holiday-sales.   
 
 

http://doctorsorchestra.org/
mailto:MKC@artiphile.com
http://www.artiphile.com/
https://www.score.org/blog/5-small-business-tips-ace-your-holiday-sales
https://www.score.org/blog/5-small-business-tips-ace-your-holiday-sales
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Changes in the neighborhood 
 

 
 
200 Madison Avenue Lobby, Adorned With Peacocks And Lion Heads, 
Landmarked By City 
November 10, 2021, gothamist.com, by Sophia Chang 
Photo: 200 Madison Avenue's lobby, courtesy of George Comfort & Sons 
The neo-Renaissance lobby inside 200 Madison Avenue has been designated a city landmark. The 
Landmarks Preservation Commission unanimously approved the designation as an interior 
landmark on Tuesday in a 10-0 vote. The lobby is inside the vaulted arcade that spans the building 
between East 35th and East 36th Streets. Built in the 1920s by the architecture firm Warren and 
Wetmore, the lobby’s gilded and ornate aesthetic includes patterned terrazzo floors and marble 
walls. The arched bays along the ceiling are filled with floral mosaics, animal medallions and 
projecting lion heads...A large saucer dome decorated with griffins and dragons caps the south end 
of the arcade. 
 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Preservation & Design Committee testified in support 
of this Interior Landmark designation.  
 

 

https://gothamist.com/arts-entertainment/200-madison-avenue-lobby-adorned-peacocks-and-lion-heads-landmarked-city
https://gothamist.com/arts-entertainment/200-madison-avenue-lobby-adorned-peacocks-and-lion-heads-landmarked-city


 
 

25 
 

 
The Korean Cultural Center of New York. Rendering SAMOO Architecture 

 

Korean Cultural Center Continues To Progress At 122-126 East 32nd Street 
In Murray Hill, Manhattan 
November 1, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
[T]he Korean Cultural Center of NYC, a seven-story structure at 122-126 East 32nd Street in Murray 
Hill. Designed by SAMOO Architecture PC and developed by Level Group, the 36,500-square-foot 
edifice will serve as the headquarters for the Consulate General of the Republic of Korea, NY...This 
sale also included the use of nearly 4,500 square feet of air rights.  
 
 
 
 

Excavation Begins For Madison House’s Retail Podium At 126 Madison 
Avenue In NoMad, Manhattan 
October 20, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
Podium work is progressing for Madison House, an 805-foot-tall residential skyscraper at 126 
Madison Avenue and the tallest structure in the Midtown district of NoMad. Alternately addressed 
as 15 East 30th Street, the 62-story tower is designed by Handel Architects and developed by Fosun 
Group and JD Carlisle and will yield 199 condominiums with sales and marketing led by Douglas 
Elliman Development Marketing, as well as 7,500 square feet of ground-floor retail space. Madison 
House has a footprint stretching between East 30th and 31st Streets and Madison Avenue. 
Madison House is currently more than 50 percent sold with over $300 million in sales, and 
occupancy is expected to begin this winter. 
 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/11/korean-cultural-center-continues-to-progress-at-122-126-east-32nd-street-in-murray-hill-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/11/korean-cultural-center-continues-to-progress-at-122-126-east-32nd-street-in-murray-hill-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/10/excavation-begins-for-madison-houses-retail-podium-at-126-madison-avenue-in-nomad-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/10/excavation-begins-for-madison-houses-retail-podium-at-126-madison-avenue-in-nomad-manhattan.html
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Marco Shoe Repair has closed—still doing pickup & delivery 
Sign seen on the window at 472 Third Avenue (between 32nd & 33rd Street)  

 

 
 
Dear Valued Client, 
 
After 30+ years in business, we regret to inform you that Marco Shoe Repair will be permanently 
closing its doors…It has been a pleasure to serve you and we thank you for being a valued client for 
many years. We thank you again for helping us grow and sustain our family business.  
 
We will continue to do pick up and drop offs. We have a second shop in Englewood, NJ. Should you 
need our services, please call or text Gina at 551-655-3111. 
 
Sincerely, 
Marco Andrade & the Andrade Family 
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Rose Hill. Photo by Michael Young 

 

Rose Hill Wraps Up Construction At 30 East 29th Street In NoMad, Manhattan 
October 23, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Exterior work is finishing up on Rose Hill, a 45-story residential skyscraper at 30 East 29th Street in 
Midtown‘s NoMad district. Designed by CetraRuddy Architecture and developed by Rockefeller 
Group, the 639-foot-tall Art Deco-inspired structure yields 123 condominiums marketed by CORE 
Real Estate. The one- to four-bedroom homes range in price from $1.385 million to $19.5 million for 
an upper penthouse. The property is located between Madison Avenue and Park Avenue South, and 
stands on the site of the 130-acre Rose Hill Farm estate that once occupied this section on the 
island...a number of model residences built inside Rose Hill...give perspective buyers a look at its 
interior finishes...amenities include a studio guest suite available for reservation for visiting friends 
and family, bicycle storage, a package and mail room with cold storage...residential storage 
available for purchase, and a pet salon with a grooming tub and table. 
 
 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/10/rose-hill-wraps-up-construction-at-30-east-29th-street-in-nomad-manhattan.html
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Rendering of 295 Fifth Avenue, aka the Textile Building. Redevelopment designed by Studio Architecture 

 

Textile Building’s Addition And Gut Renovation Progresses At 295 Fifth 
Avenue In Midtown South, Manhattan 
October 11, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Construction has topped out on the two-story addition on the Textile Building, a 16-story 
commercial building at 295 Fifth Avenue in Midtown South, Manhattan. Designed by Studio 
Architecture and developed by Tribeca Investment Group, PGIM Real Estate, and Meadow Partners, 
the $350 million project involves the expansion and gut renovation of the 100-year-old structure, 
which is located between East 30th and East 31st Streets, a short walk to the Empire State Building. 
CBRE is handling marketing of the 700,000 square feet of updated office space...Some decorative 
elements, like the following emblem from the elevator doors, are being preserved 
https://newyorkyimby.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/image00046-e1633801784536.jpeg...The 
developers expect the building to be ready for tenant construction in the first quarter of 2022 and 
open for occupancy in the third quarter. 
 
 

 
St. Vartan Park trial period for the garden opening 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/10/textile-buildings-addition-and-gut-renovation-progresses-at-295-fifth-avenue-in-midtown-south-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/10/textile-buildings-addition-and-gut-renovation-progresses-at-295-fifth-avenue-in-midtown-south-manhattan.html
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Minutes of the Community Board 6 Environment & Parks Committee October 5, 2021, Agenda Item 
#2: Review of progress of the pilot program that opens the St. Vartan Park garden's lawn to the 
public. Shena Kaufman, NYC Parks Department, indicated that St. Vartan Park garden will be 
opened starting on Friday October 8th from 8 AM to 6 PM. Residents asked about whether there will 
be seating in which Shena said she will ask construction. Residents also inquired about whether the 
grass be tended in which Shena indicated that it will be but because there are currently fewer staff 
available due to COVID, and some maintenance has slowed. In response to questions about 
homelessness, Shena will determine action if the problem occurs at the garden. Chair Kevin O’Keefe 
asked attendees for assistance in contacting the Friends of St. Vartan Park.  
Old business: Ken Conyers, NYC Parks Department, indicated that St. Vartan is part of the mitigation 
for teams from East River Park. 
See Community Board 6's full article about the St. Vartan Park Garden in their November newsletter 
at mailchi.mp/cbsix/april-2021-newsletter-4859080.   
Public comments can be submitted to CB6 at info@cbsix.org during this trial period for St. Vartan's 
Park garden lawn opening. Be sure to include your name and address on emails with comments. 
Comments can also be submitted on the Parks Department website, Email the Commissioner page 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/mail/html/maildpr.html.  
 
 
 
 
 

Murray Hill in the news 
 
 

Cafe China Alleges Ex-Employees Swooped Up Former Space and Ripped Off 
Its Design, Menu 
September 23, 2021, ny.eater.com, by Luke Fortney 
Pioneering Sichuan restaurant Cafe China temporarily closed its doors earlier this summer as co-
owners Xian Zhang and Yiming Wang prepared to relocate to a new location one block over. Ahead 
of their opening at 59 West 37th Street, the duo allege that a new restaurant — named Chili — has 
taken over their former storefront at 13 East 37th Street with a menu and design that are “nearly 
identical” to Cafe China. 
 
 

https://airtable.com/shrBzfHDWat4YMTHL/tblpioBcj0BVp5hBw/viwvr31BuWwr7Dw9v/rec2wL2ICX9iXTQpo/fldFDNjuIBoNaCOzD/attk2s4fVmTHlf99B
https://mailchi.mp/cbsix/april-2021-newsletter-4859080
mailto:info@cbsix.org
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/mail/html/maildpr.html
https://ny.eater.com/2021/9/23/22663514/cafe-china-allege-former-employees-copied-restaurant-chili-midtown
https://ny.eater.com/2021/9/23/22663514/cafe-china-allege-former-employees-copied-restaurant-chili-midtown
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Photo of Levitation by Michael Young 

SUMMIT One Vanderbilt Opens To The Public In Midtown East, Manhattan 
October 22, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
SUMMIT One Vanderbilt, New York City’s fifth public high-rise observatory, officially opened to the 
public...Perched on the top four floors of Kohn Pedersen Fox‘s 1,401-foot supertall, SUMMIT 
features thrilling vantage points and a collection of immersive spaces and art installations from 
Kenzo Digital, placing it among the most Instagram-worthy destinations the city has to offer. The 
venue also includes Danny Meyer’s latest culinary outpost perched 1,100 feet above Midtown, 
Manhattan, called APRÈS, [a Nordic themed lounge and café...The doors open on Kenzo Digital’s 
most noteworthy room in the Air experience, called Transcendence 1...a mezzanine vantage point 
[is] called Transcendence 2...The next room, called Levitation, is fitted with two all-glass boxes that 
protrude from the western side of the edifice...The final installment of Air is Unity, where people 
walk next to a massive 750-square-foot seamless Samsung LED screen that displays three-
dimensional portraits of guests who had their pictures taken down at the main entrance… Visitors 
then walk outside and enter the Summit Terrace with the highest urban alpine meadow in the 
Western hemisphere… A gift shop awaits before heading back down below grade to exit through a 
secondary gift shop…Right now, SUMMIT One Vanderbilt is open Thursday through Sunday and 
ticket prices start at $39 for adults. Special pricing for New York City residents is also available 
online only. Ascent [the glass elevator ride] is only available when purchasing SUMMIT Ascent and 
Ultimate SUMMIT tickets and is not included in the regular $39 admission tickets. 
 
 

 

Elections & confirmations 
 

BOARD OF ELECTIONS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/10/summit-one-vanderbilt-opens-to-the-public-in-midtown-east-manhattan.html
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2021 GENERAL ELECTION 
UNOFFICIAL ELECTION NIGHT RESULTS 
web.enrboenyc.us  
 
Mayor Eric Adams (D) 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams (D) 
City Comptroller Brad Lander (D) 
Borough President Mark Levine (D) 
District Attorney Alvin Bragg Jr. (D) 
City Council Member  
  2nd Council District Carlina Rivera (D) 
  4th Concil District Keith Powers (D) 
   
Justice of the Supreme Court 1st Judicial District, New York County 
Margaret A. Pui Yee Chan (D)   
John Joseph Kelley (D) 
 
Judge of the Civil Court - County New York 
Jeffrey S. Zellan (D) 
Kim M. Parker (D) 
 
Judge of the Civil Court 
District 2nd Municipal Court District - New York 
Betty Lugo (D) 
Christopher Chin (D) 
District 3rd Municipal Court District - New York 
Paul A. Goetz (D) 
District 5th Municipal Court District - New York 
Hasa A. Kingo (D) 
District 9th Municipal Court District - New York 
Barbara Jaffe (D) 
 
Ballot proposals that passed: 
Proposal Number 2, an Amendment: Right to Clean Air, Clean Water, and a Healthful Environment 
82% 
Proposal Number 5, an Amendment: Increasing the Jurisdiction of the New York City Civil Court 
78% 
 
Ballot proposals that failed: 
Proposal Number 1, an Amendment: Amending the Apportionment and Redistricting Process 61% 
Proposal Number 3, an Amendment: Eliminating Ten-Day-Advance Voter Registration Requirement 
60% 
Proposal Number 4, an Amendment: Authorizing No-Excuse Absentee Ballot Voting 59% 

 
Judge Myrna Perez, the Brennan Center's director of voting rights, was confirmed to federal bench, 
2nd Circuit Court of Appeals. 

 

https://web.enrboenyc.us/
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Schools & students 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray. Total Students Enrolled + 

Teachers/Staff=464.  Five positive tests were reported since September 2020 (3 students, 2 staff). 
No new positive tests.  

 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for The River School. Total Students Enrolled + 

Teachers/Staff=516. Three positive tests were reported since September (3 students). No new 
positive tests. 
 
 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for Murray Hill Academy. Total Students Enrolled + 

Teachers/Staff=299. No new positive tests reported. (Testing data looks questionable.) 
 
 
 
 

All NYC public school families can get up to a $50 monthly internet credit — 
while the money lasts 
October 22, 2021, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Reema Amin  
All families with children in New York City public schools are eligible for discounted internet and 
devices thanks to a temporary federal program, yet only a fraction of eligible households appear to 
have signed up for the six-month-old program. 
 
 
 
 
Applications due November 29 

(for 7th graders) NYC Junior Ambassadors 
NYC Junior Ambassadors empowers NYC 7th grade students to become actively engaged with the 
United Nations and see themselves as global citizens. They’re now going virtual. Learn more and 
apply to be part of the 2021-2022 cohort today at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/juniorambassadors/apply/apply.page.  
 
 

 

Policing & police reform 
 

Weekly crime reports  

https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010116;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010281;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200011432;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2021/10/20/22737162/nyc-school-families-eligible-for-broadband-internet-credit
https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2021/10/20/22737162/nyc-school-families-eligible-for-broadband-internet-credit
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/juniorambassadors/apply/apply.page
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17th precinct 

www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf  
 

13th Precinct 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf 
 

 
 

The AP Interview: Justice Dept. conducting cyber crackdown 
November 4, 2021, apnews.com, by Eric Tucker 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Justice Department is stepping up actions to combat ransomware and 
cybercrime through arrests and other actions...as the Biden administration escalates its response 
to what it regards as an urgent economic and national security threat...The actions are intended to 
build off steps taken in recent months, including the recent extradition to the U.S. of a suspected 
Russian cybercriminal and the seizure in June of $2.3 million in cryptocurrency paid to 
hackers...That fight has defied easy solutions given the sheer volume of high-dollar attacks and the 
ease with which hackers have penetrated private companies and government agencies alike.   
 

 

 
Housing, homelessness, preservation, 
zoning & affordability 
 
Pending ULURP 220132HAM 

NYC Dept of Housing Preservation & Development is applying for a zoning 
variance for New Providence Redevelopment 225 East 45th Street [between 3rd 

& 2nd Avenue] zap.planning.nyc.gov/projects/2021M0234  
Joint application by [NYC] HPD and DHS [Department of Homeless Services] requesting a site 
selection, disposition of City-owned property, designation of an Urban Development Action Area, 
and approval of an Urban Development Action Area Project to facilitate construction of an as-of-
right 21-story building with shelter beds, affordable housing, and a medical clinic located at 215 
East 45th Street, in the East Midtown neighborhood of Community District 6, Manhattan. 
 
 
 

 
Manhattan Community Board 6 Update on 161 Lexington Avenue 
Several community residents have contacted CB6 with questions about the status of the hotel at 
161 Lexington at 30th Street. CB6 has spoken with the site operator, Project Renewal, and they [will 
be] ending their temporary shelter program at this site by the end of this year as planned. They 
confirm that they will cease all operations at the site entirely at that time. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/technology-russia-crime-arrests-hacking-f0adf6f0765b0f079a20a95cf85c5334
https://zap.planning.nyc.gov/projects/2021M0234
https://mailchi.mp/cbsix/april-2021-newsletter-4859080
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The Department of City Planning’s Miserable Track Record on Predicting 
Rezoning Outcomes 
Village Preservation Report, November 2021 
The Department of City Planning is asking the New York City Council to approve its proposed 
SoHo/NoHo/Chinatown Upzoning Plan, largely based upon its predictions that the plan will result in 
the creation of 3,500 units of housing, 900 of which would be affordable. But it’s critical to note that 
this is in fact only a prediction of what the rezoning’s results will be—the plan does not require or 
guarantee the creation of a single unit of affordable housing. Analysis of the rezoning indicates that 
it’s actually likely to create little if any affordable housing...East Midtown Rezoning (2016) In this 
massive rezoning of more than 75 blocks of Midtown Manhattan, the Department of City Planning 
created millions of square feet of additional development rights. Within those several dozen blocks 
and hundreds of lots, they identified 16 developments on 53 tax lots upon which they projected 
development by the year 2036, and an additional 14 sites on 27 tax lots which they identified as 
“potential” development sites...Since the rezoning has passed, three developments have moved 
ahead...None of these developments — or 0% — are located on any of the “projected” or potential 
development sites identified by the Department of City Planning...The Department of City Planning’s 
rate of accuracy in predicting the outcomes and patterns of development emanating from its 
rezonings is incredibly low, especially when it comes to predicting commercial vs. residential 
development, and where and how much development will take place. Frequently their projections 
are most off base for key elements that had served as the primary rationale for the rezoning in the 
first place. 
 
 
 

Over 100,000 New York City public school students were homeless last year, 
data show. 
November 8, 2021, nytimes.com, by Eliza Shapiro 
More than 101,000 public school students in New York City lacked permanent housing during the 
last school year...Advocates for Children, an organization that collects data on homeless children 
annually, said the true number of homeless students in the school system may well be higher, but it 
was difficult for schools to track students’ housing status during the pandemic...About 28,000 
public school students learned from shelters last year, some of which had spotty internet or no cell 
service. And 65,000 children learned while “doubled up” in unstable housing, sharing rooms with 
family and friends and with little or no room to study. Another 3,860 children lived in parks, cars or 
abandoned buildings. 
 
 
 
 

How NYC’s right to shelter mandate works 
October 7, 2021, cityandstateny.com, by Gabriel Poblete 
Over the past four decades, this consent decree has helped secure temporary housing for 
thousands of homeless New Yorkers in need – but is it making for sustainable solutions? In 1979, 

https://media.villagepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/09080719/City-Planning-Less-Reliable-Than-Flipping-A-Coin.pdf
https://media.villagepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/09080719/City-Planning-Less-Reliable-Than-Flipping-A-Coin.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/08/nyregion/nyc-homeless-children-pandemic.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/08/nyregion/nyc-homeless-children-pandemic.html
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2021/10/how-nycs-right-shelter-mandate-works/185933/
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attorney Robert Hayes, co-founder of the Coalition for the Homeless, sued the city in the New York 
State Supreme Court, arguing every homeless man had a right to shelter. Expanding that right to 
women, children and others would not come until later...which required the city to provide a 
sufficient number of beds to meet the needs of every homeless man looking for shelter...Fast 
forward to today, New York City remains one of three municipalities with a right to shelter mandate. 
According to the Coalition for the Homeless, the city’s shelter system housed more than 48,000 
people experiencing homelessness in July of this year, with nearly 15,000 of those people being 
children...However, the city is spending big dollars on its shelter system. For the current fiscal year, 
the city’s Department of Homeless Services has a budget of $2 billion, with the lion’s share going 
toward its shelter system...Caitlin LaCroix, co-founder and homeless solutions policy director of 
RxHome, a nonprofit tackling homelessness, told City & State that the city’s right to shelter mandate 
is an important safety net but argued that it should be renegotiated with a shift away from 
sheltering and toward housing..."we’ve built a very large shelter system when instead we need the 
shelter system to be the emergency room for housing.”...nothing in the Callahan consent decree 
prevents the city from investing in permanent housing...it’s actually much more cost-effective to 
ensure that people have permanent affordable housing, than to just continuously watch the shelter 
system expand.” 
 
 
 

 
Stories we are following 

 

Midtown's Storefronts Are 30% Vacant: Highest In NYC, Study Finds 
October 8, 2021, patch.com, by Nick Garber 
New York City's much-discussed pandemic comeback hasn't quite arrived in Midtown, where once-
thriving retail corridors sit largely empty, according to a new study. The report by the Real Estate 
Board of New York surveyed storefronts along Madison, Park, Lexington and Third avenues 
between 39th and 57th streets — a grid that researchers described as "office-dependent," for its 
reliance on the neighborhood's office workers as a customer base. Of the 311 total storefronts in 
that area, 93 were unoccupied as of this summer — a whopping 29.9% vacancy rate...The same 
report contrasted Midtown's high vacancies with more residential neighborhoods in Brooklyn and 
Queens, whose vacancy rates were both around 14 percent. 
Read the REBY report. 
 
 
 
 

Source: NYC Department of City Planning 2020 Census Results for New York 
City 

The 6.9 percent of units that were vacant in 2020 represented a decline from 7.8 percent in 2010. 
Each borough showed a decline, with the exception of Manhattan, which saw the percent of units 
that were vacant increase from 9.8 percent to 10.5 percent. Increases in vacant units were 
especially notable in sections of Manhattan with a large number of newly constructed units, such as 

https://patch.com/new-york/midtown-nyc/midtowns-storefronts-are-30-vacant-highest-nyc-study-finds
https://rebny.com/content/dam/rebny/Documents/PDF/News/Research/Retail%20Reports/REBNY_2021_SpecialReport_RetailOfficeVacancy_FINAL.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/planning-level/nyc-population/census2020/dcp_2020-census-briefing-booklet-1.pdf?r=3
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/planning-level/nyc-population/census2020/dcp_2020-census-briefing-booklet-1.pdf?r=3
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Upper West Side-Lincoln Square, Murray Hill-Kips Bay, Midtown-Times Square, Hell’s Kitchen, and 
Chinatown-Two Bridges. 
 
 

 

Government, executive orders, legislation, 
rules, policies (including pending) 
 
 

NY Cannabis Board Issues New Rules Allowing People To Grow Medical 
Marijuana At Home 
October 21, 2021, gothamist.com, by Caroline Lewis 
New York’s Cannabis Control Board issued regulations Thursday to allow medical marijuana users 
and their caregivers to grow their own supply at home. The proposal, now open to public comment 
for 60 days, would permit the cultivation of up to six marijuana plants in a private residence. The 
regulation will take effect after the commentary period closes and the board finalizes its language. 
Learn more at cannabis.ny.gov.  Press release cannabis.ny.gov/news/cannabis-control-board-
approves-regulations-cultivation-medical-cannabis.   
If you are interested in employment opportunities with New York State within the OCM please visit 
statejobs.ny.gov  for more information.    
 
 

 
Press release: Governor Hochul Signs Package of Legislation to Crack Down 
on Robocalls, November 8, 2021 

Legislation (S.6267a/A.268a) Requires Telecommunications Companies to Block Robocalls from 
Certain Numbers   
Legislation (S.4281a/A.585a) Requires Voice Services Providers Implement STIR/SHAKEN Call 
Authentication Framework to Validate Call Numbers   
Governor Kathy Hochul today signed a package of legislation into law that will build on federal 
action to combat robocalls. Legislation S.6267a/A.268a requires telecommunication companies to 
block robocalls from certain numbers to prevent unwanted robocalls across additional providers. 
Legislation S.4281a/A.585a requires voice services providers to implement the STIR/SHAKEN call 
authentication framework to validate that a call is actually coming from the number it displays.  
[The state's Public Service Commission will have authority to oversee compliance with the rules.] 
   
 
 

Governor Hochul Signs Legislation Authorizing Pharmacists to Administer 
Additional Vaccines Recommended by CDC to Patients 18 and Older 
 
 
 

https://gothamist.com/news/ny-cannabis-board-issues-new-rules-allowing-people-grow-medical-marijuana-home
https://gothamist.com/news/ny-cannabis-board-issues-new-rules-allowing-people-grow-medical-marijuana-home
https://cannabis.ny.gov/
https://cannabis.ny.gov/news/cannabis-control-board-approves-regulations-cultivation-medical-cannabis
https://cannabis.ny.gov/news/cannabis-control-board-approves-regulations-cultivation-medical-cannabis
https://statejobs.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-package-legislation-crack-down-robocalls
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-package-legislation-crack-down-robocalls
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-legislation-authorizing-pharmacists-administer-additional-vaccines
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-legislation-authorizing-pharmacists-administer-additional-vaccines
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Passing the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
[Source: Rep. Carolyn Maloney's Weekly Update email, November 12, 2021] 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney voted to pass the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. She has been a 
long-time champion for investing in New York City’s infrastructure, and was proud to vote for the 
much-needed bipartisan infrastructure bill. Throughout my career, I have helped secure more than 
$10 billion in federal funding to the City for a wide array of infrastructure investments – projects 
that created jobs, improved the quality of life, reduced overcrowding, and improved safety. There 
are few better ways to improve our communities and create good-paying jobs than infrastructure 
investments, and this bill will do just that with $550 billion in new federal funding for our nation’s 
needs. You can read her full statement at maloney.house.gov/media-center/press-
releases/maloney-statement-on-passing-president-biden-s-infrastructure-investment.  
 
 
 
 

City Planning votes to restrict hotel development 
October 20, 2021, therealdeal.com, by Kathryn Brenzel 
The City Planning Commission on Wednesday approved a zoning text amendment to require special 
permits for all new hotel construction, sending the proposal on to the City Council...If, as expected, 
the text amendment is approved by the City Council and mayor, new and expanded hotel projects 
will have to go through the city’s Uniform Land Use Review Procedure...critics have argued that this 
will give the hotel union tremendous leverage to unionize new hotels or prevent them altogether. 
 
 
 
 

New NY State Law Requires LLCs to Disclose Identities  
October 18, 2019, cooperatornews.com, by Cooperator Staff    
Governor Andrew Cuomo signed a bill last month requiring limited liability companies (LLCs) 
entering into residential real estate transactions to disclose the identities of their individual 
members...the new law may be having unintended consequences for the luxury real estate market 
in Manhattan, where the well-heeled and well-known commonly make purchases under the 
preferred anonymity of an LLC. Without the protection of their privacy and their assets that 
anonymous transactions afford, the rich and famous clientele in the high-end condo market might 
be reluctant to have their identities publicly available through New York’s Freedom of Information 
Law (FOIL). 

Related: Recent Changes to Co-op & Condo Laws 

October 25, 2019, cooperatornews.com, by Adam Leitman Bailey 
Processing fees for those applying to purchase a cooperative apartment can be quite high; however 
they now seem to be restricted by the new law. Newly-enacted RPL 238-a restricts the fees to 
“reimburse costs associated with conducting a background check and credit check, provided the 
cumulative fee or fees for such checks is no more than the actual cost of the background check and 
credit check or twenty dollars, whichever is less.” Of course, in the real world, these expenses 
normally run into hundreds of dollars...Changes to the law regarding security deposits (See GOL 7-
108(1-a)) limit cooperative boards to charging no more than one month of prepaid maintenance and 
another month’s maintenance as a security deposit...Prior to this change, in the case of an applicant 
whose financials were shaky – but for whom the board was willing to accept some limited risk 

https://maloney.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/maloney-statement-on-passing-president-biden-s-infrastructure-investment
https://maloney.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/maloney-statement-on-passing-president-biden-s-infrastructure-investment
https://therealdeal.com/2021/10/20/city-planning-votes-to-restrict-hotel-development
https://cooperatornews.com/article/new-ny-state-law-requires-llcs-to-disclose-identities
https://cooperatornews.com/article/recent-changes-to-co-op-condo-laws/full#cut
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based on an otherwise strong application package – a board could opt to hold multiple months of 
maintenance for the life of that applicant's residency...Co-op boards should review and rewrite their 
bylaws immediately, giving the board the authority to issue fines – but not as rent, or additional 
rent...Background checks...The Department of State has recently opined that the $20 cap on 
background checks does not apply to cooperative and condominiums...Although the new law bans 
landlords, cooperatives, and those acting on their behalf from charging above $20 for the cost of 
background checks, nothing in the law explicitly bans real estate brokers from doing 
so...Maintenance Increases...shareholders must be given between 30 and 90 days notice if their 
board intends to raise maintenance by more than five percent...in most cases this change will mean 
giving everyone in the co-op 90 days notice...late payments can only be charged five percent of 
monthly maintenance, or $50 – whichever is less...Under the new laws, the courts now have the 
discretion and ability to grant a non-paying resident up to a year of continued residence in the 
apartment before the marshal is permitted to come to the door to perform the eviction...The new 
laws also expand the group of shareholders who previously had 10 days to cure their non-monetary 
defaults after judgment from just residents of New York City proper to include shareholders 
throughout New York State, and gives them 30 days to cure. (RPAPL 753). 'Non-monetary defaults' 
include nuisance behaviors like renting out units as hotel rooms, or using them as venues for all-
night rock concerts...More than ever, co-op boards need to carefully craft their governing 
documents to allow the board or shareholders to evict a bad actor for conduct not conducive to 
cooperative living...First, it should be emphasized that none of these new laws apply to 
condominiums in their direct relationships with unit owners; they only come into play in condos 
when individual unit owners rent out their units to subtenants...as a result of the new law, building 
conversions from rental to condo now require 51 percent of the tenants in a converting rental 
building to buy their units. 
 
 

 

NYC’s reopening 
 
New York State and NYC reached the goal of a 70% vaccination rate for adults, and the community 
rate of infection, hospitalizations and deaths are low. As a result, most of the covid restrictions have 
been lifted. For information about specific NY agencies, check with the agency’s website. Federal 
guidelines are still in effect. Learn more at the links below.  

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

Federal laws and regulations regarding covid cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-
regulations.html  

CDC Interim Guidance for Fully Vaccinated People cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-
vaccinated.html  

U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergency-
preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-regulations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-regulations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
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U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Guidance for U.S. Citizens 
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html  

Federal resources for small businesses that are impacted by covid covid-sb.org.  

New York State reopening guidance for businesses forward.ny.gov and 
governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf.  Learn more at 
forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance.  

New York State information about reopening, covid rates and zones, vaccination program, covid 
restrictions and guidance, travel advisory, etc. coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home.  

NYS travel advisory coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory. 

New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses) 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.  

New York State Business Pandemic Recovery Initiative. The Empire State Development page with 
information about grants, tax credits, and technical assistance programs for businesses affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more at  esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative.  

New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-
19-main.page  

The NYC Citywide Information Portal with resource guides for businesses and individuals, 
including COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers  
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov. 
 
 
Covid-19 rate of transmission for Murray Hill (zip codes 10016, 10017). The data is from the NYC 
Department of Health website COVID-19 tracker  www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-
data.page.   
New York State COVID-19 tracker forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard. 
Data taken on November 13, 2021. 
 
 

 
 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html
https://covid-sb.org/
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf
https://forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page
https://esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page
https://forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard
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Vaccinations 

Vaccines are now readily available and are free. The NYC Vaccine Finder tells you everywhere in 
NYC that vaccinations are available and the type of vaccination offered  vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  

Walgreens, RiteAid and CVS participate in the Federal vaccination program, as well as some 
independent pharmacies. They will be listed on the vaccinefinder.nyc.gov app. Check with your 
pharmacy to find out if they are offering vaccinations. You can also check with your primary care 
physician. 
 

Vaccination data is from www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page on November 
13, 2021. 
 

 
 

https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
http://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page
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All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Sites run by New York State are free  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there 
will be charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-
testing.page, call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.  

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary; wait times are 

unpredictable. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results quickly. 
Test results usually come back in 1-2 days. 
 

 

IMPORTANT: There is still no cure for COVID-19. To stop the spread take a 
layered approach: 

• get vaccinated 
• wear face coverings if you are unvaccinated or when you are with unvaccinated people  
• maintain distance (6 feet between people if unvaccinated) 
• practice good hand hygiene 
• stay home if sick (seek care if you feel seriously ill) 

When community rates of infection are high, limit non-essential activities, travel and indoor 
gatherings with people who are not in your household.  

 

 
See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including  

Reopening 

Testing 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11601&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11616&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
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Vaccinations 

Neighborhood houses of worship, museums, educational and cultural institutions 

Neighborhood restaurants, food & spirits that are open for delivery & pickup  

Neighborhood retail, health care (including pets) & services that are open  
 
 

 
The NYC Citywide Information Portal 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers. These resource 
guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and housing, NYCHA residents, and 
more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.  
 
 

 

The MHNA Discount Program 

 
 
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts 
at the links below. 
 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

 

General Discounts 

 

 

Our government representatives 
 
When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 
 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757, 
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov 
 

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11706&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11564&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11547&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11549&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov
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NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-
0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov 
 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-
N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 

 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar 
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  
 
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 
 

http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
mailto:quartd@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.governor.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
file:///C:/Users/Stanley%20Sheran/Dropbox/MHNA/Newsletter/2020/Weekly%20newsletters/maloney.house.gov
https://maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
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U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press 
releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions.  

 
 

Read our Privacy Statement 
 

If you are not a member 
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now 

 
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

 

  
And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc  

in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos! 
 

Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org 
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org 

 
You are receiving this email as a member of 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

or because you have signed up to receive our emails. 
To be removed from this list, 

send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org  
with “Remove” in the subject. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/join
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove
http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/MHNAnyc/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org

