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Information that may be of interest… 
October 4, 2021 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a 
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2021.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

Annual General Meeting 
 

October 7 at 7pm 
(Live Zoom Meeting) 

 
Register Now 

(You will get the Zoom link and password, 
and you can submit questions when you register.) 

 
As our neighborhood emerges from the pandemic, 
Council Members Keith Power and Carlina Rivera 

and MHNA committee chairs 
will focus on a theme of community.  

 
They will speak about neighborhood issues such as: 

Crime 
Clean up and greening 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApce2vqj8pGNKtnW9pTMlooSYUGXxYf5-O
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Homelessness 
Local businesses 

 Historic Preservation 
 

Register Now 
 
 

 
 

MTA public hearings on Congestion Pricing 

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Congestion Pricing Survey results are posted on the 
MHNA website. MHNA President Diane Bartow shared the survey results with New York Assembly 
Members Richard Gottfried, Harvey Epstein and Dan Quart, State Senators Liz Krueger and Brad 
Hoylman, New York City Council Members Carlina Rivera and Keith Powers, Manhattan Borough 
President Gale Brewer, NYC Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, and NYC Comptroller Scott 
Stringer. Murray Hill is in the Central Business District that will be tolled by this plan. 

Learn more about the proposed tolling at the MTA’s Central Business District Tolling Program 
website new.mta.info/project/CBDTP. On this website you can watch the video that has the MTA 
presentation about the program, see the schedule of hearings and submit comments. You can 
submit comments online, by email CBDTP@mtabt.org, by mail to: CBD Tolling Program, 2 
Broadway, 23rd Floor, New York, NY 10004,  and by phone 646-252-7440.  

The next Manhattan Public Hearing on the Central Business District Tolling 
Program, also known as Congestion Pricing will be held on Wednesday, October 6, 6 – 8pm, for 

Manhattan Outside the Central Business District (Manhattan north of 60th Street). You may still 
participate in the hearing if you live outside this zone. The meetings will all be held virtually and you 
can register and submit comments at new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/upcoming-meetings. Register 
for this meeting at https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/74. If you want to 
speak at the meeting you must register at least one day in advance. 

Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority will hold a congestion pricing public information outreach 
meeting for environmental justice Thursday, October 7, from 6–8pm. Registration is required for 
those who want to speak; click that link to register online or call 646-252-6777. The meetings will be 
livestreamed at new.mta.info/project/CBDTP. 

Related article: Murphy threatens 'nuclear option' on congestion pricing 

September 30, 2021, politico.com, by Ry Rivard and Daniel Han 
New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy threatened to hold up business at the bi-state agency overseeing the 
East Coast’s largest port and the region’s major airports unless New York officials back down from 
a plan to increase tolls on New Jersey commuters going into Manhattan...Murphy said he has 
“methods” to use against New York “that we will use if we have to — and I hope we don't have to — 
including vetoing the minutes of the Port Authority, which is kind of a nuclear option, but if we have 
to, we’ll do it.” Those vetoes would block any decision made by the Port Authority’s board from 
taking effect, meaning Murphy could effectively stop all budgets, contracts and other actions — 

file:///C:/Users/Stanley%20Sheran/Dropbox/MHNA/Newsletter/2021/Weekly%20newsletters/us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApce2vqj8pGNKtnW9pTMlooSYUGXxYf5-O
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11809&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
mailto:CBDTP@mtabt.org
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/upcoming-meetings
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/74
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/75
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york/city-hall/story/2021/09/30/murphy-makes-nuclear-option-clear-on-congestion-pricing-1391559
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potentially creating a logistical nightmare throughout the region...Short of getting rid of the 
congestion pricing plan entirely, there appear to be some compromises, such as giving commuters 
credit for the tolls they pay to cross the George Washington Bridge, an idea among those floated by 
the Regional Plan Association, which otherwise supports congestion pricing. In a scenario like that, 
a bridge crossing toll of $12.50 would be deducted from the new toll for Manhattan. If the 
congestion price were $15 a day, a New Jersey commuter who crossed the bridge would end up 
paying perhaps $2.50 more each day, rather than $15 more...Other scenarios that New Jersey 
boosters have floated involve splitting up the revenue that congestion pricing would collect. That 
wouldn’t reduce the amount a commuter pays, but it would allow funding for public transit systems 
other than MTA, such as New Jersey Transit and PATH trains. 

Report: Public hearing on September 23 for people in the 
congestion pricing district 

On Thursday, September 23, 2021 there was a congestion pricing hearing for the proposed tolling 
district: Manhattan south of (and including 60th ) Street. The hearing ran from 6 - 9:30pm with an 
MTA presentation for the first half hour and three hours of public comments. The first half hour was 
a presentation by the MTA (See video on new.mta.info/project/CBDTP.) This is what we know about 
the program at this stage: 

New York State legislation set up this program in the MTA Reform and Traffic Mobility Act of 2019. 
Gotham Gazette analysis gothamgazette.com/opinion/8448-the-devilish-details-of-albany-s-mta-
budget-package.  

Excerpts from MTA’s recorded presentation on the MTA CBDTP website are listed below, and you 
can watch the whole presentation at youtube.com/watch?v=LQl_5Z4ANZg.  

How the program is structured 

Project Sponsors are MTA Bridges and Tunnels (legal name is Triborough Bridge and Tunnel 
Authority or TBTA) and NYC Department of Transportation (DOT).  

The Federal Lead Agency is the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). They will use the Value 
Pricing Pilot Program (VPPP), and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) guidelines will be used 
for the Environmental Assessment. 

A Traffic Mobility Review Board (TMRB) will recommend toll rates to the MTA’s Triborough Bridge 
and Tunnel Authority (TBTA), which has final say on rates. 

Goals of the tolling program 

The proposal establishes a Central Business District Tolling Program (CBDTP) to create a 
recurring funding source for MTA. MTA has asked for $15 billion per year to fund capital 
projects for the MTA Capital Program. The region covered by this plan is NY, NJ, CT, and 
the revenue stream will be for investment in subways, buses and rail.  

https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
https://new.mta.info/document/37421
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/8448-the-devilish-details-of-albany-s-mta-budget-package
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/8448-the-devilish-details-of-albany-s-mta-budget-package
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQl_5Z4ANZg
https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/congestionpricing/value_pricing/index.htm
https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/congestionpricing/value_pricing/index.htm
https://www.epa.gov/nepa/what-national-environmental-policy-act
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Other goals for the program: reduce congestion in Manhattan south of 60th Street, reduce 
air pollution. Environmental justice goals will also be considered. 

Environmental assessment 

The project is currently in the Environmental Assessment stage. The EA has two alternatives: No 
Action, or CBD Tolling Program (generating a revenue stream for MTA investment in subways, 
buses and rail).  

Proposed Central Business District Tolling Program (CBDTP) 

The Central Business District (CBD) is defined as Manhattan south of and including 60th Street. 

Tolls will be charged only on entering the CBD. Passenger vehicles will be charged once per day. 

The tolling program will exclude the FDR Drive, the West Side Highway (Route 9A), the Battery Park 
underpass, and the Hugh L. Carey Tunnel (formerly the Brooklyn/Battery Tunnel) connecting to 
West St. If you stay on one of these roadways. Vehicles that do not go into the CBD will not be 
subject to a toll. (NOTE: It appears that streets serving as entrances to bridges and tunnels from the 
FDR Drive and West Side Highway would take you into the CBD. This would have to be clarified.) 

There would be exemptions for qualifying vehicles transporting persons with disabilities and 
qualifying authorized emergency vehicles. 
CBD residents with gross adjusted incomes below $60,000 would be eligible for a tax credit (they 
would first have to pay the tolls). 

Recommendations for tolling structure must take into consideration ability to generate revenue 
required, impact on traffic patterns and volumes, public safety, air quality, etc.  

Toll revenue must be sufficient to raise $15 billion for the MTA. This means that any exemptions 
must be balanced by increased tolls or other measures to raise revenue. 

Tolls will be paid by EZPass.  

The final toll numbers are not definite, but the numbers that were mentioned in the MTA’s 
presentation are $9 - $23 for passenger vehicles with EZpass, $14 - 35 for vehicles without EZpass 
(tolling by mail), trucks would have different price ranges, and off peak & night rates may be lower. 

 

 

Traffic advisory 

2021 Gridlock Alert Days 
Select days in September, November and December are designated Gridlock Alert Days, as traffic 
volumes increase with holiday shopping and travel, as well as special event street closures.  
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Holiday traffic 
Thursday, November 18 
Friday, November 19 
Tuesday, November 23 
Wednesday, November 24 
Wednesday, December 1 
Thursday, December 2 
Friday, December 3 
Wednesday, December 8 
Thursday, December 9 
Wednesday, December 15 
Thursday, December 16 
Friday, December 17 
Wednesday, December 22 
 
For street closures visit the NYPD Traffic Advisories 
www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/news/news.page?category=Traffic%20Advisories. Learn more at 
www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/gridlockalert.shtml. Source: NYC Department of 
Transportation (DOT). 
 
 
 
 

 
U.S. mail delivery will cost more and take longer 
Starting October 1, the Postal Service will modify standards for some mail delivery, allowing longer 
delivery times, as part of Postmaster General Louis DeJoy's controversial “Delivering for America” 
10-year plan.  
 
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney, chair of the Oversight Committee, joined with colleagues in 
sending a letter to Postmaster General Louis DeJoy and the United States Postal Service (USPS) 
Board of Governors demanding answers on proposed service standard changes from the 
“Delivering for America” plan. The plan modifies existing service standards for First-Class Mail 
Letters and Flats from a current one-to-three-day service standard within the continental United 
States to a one-to-five-day service standard. On July 20, 2021, the Postal Regulatory Commission 
(PRC) issued an opinion raising grave doubts about whether these changes will allow the Postal 
Service to uphold its commitment to providing reliable mail service. The Postal Service is not an 
ordinary business, but an indispensable public service recognized by the Constitution as vital to the 
American people and to our democracy. Read the letter. 
 
 
 

 
Important election dates 

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/news/news.page?category=Traffic%20Advisories
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/gridlockalert.shtml
https://lawrence.house.gov/sites/lawrence.house.gov/files/FINAL_Letter%20to%20PMG%20DeJoy%20and%20BoG%20Chairman%20Bloom_Service%20Standard%20Changes.pdf
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October 8 (deadline to register to vote) 
Friday, October 8, is the last day to register to vote for the November 2, 2021 general election. 
Register in person, by mail, or online. Learn more at vote.nyc/page/register-vote. If you are mailing 
your registration, allow plenty of time for the Post Office to deliver it. The Postal Service will slow 
down some mail delivery as part of a controversial 10-year plan to improve cost-effectiveness.  
 

October 18 (deadline to apply for an absentee ballot) 
Absentee ballots are now being sent out. Apply for an absentee ballot at 

vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0. After you request an absentee ballot, you can also track it at 
nycabsentee.com/tracking.  
 

October 23 – 31  
Early voting 
Check your poll site and hours for early voting and also for voting on November 2, and view a 
sample ballot at findmypollsite.vote.nyc. Early voting may be at a different poll site than on 
November 2, general election day. 
 
 
 
 

Free Membership at City Recreation Centers 
Free membership at City of NY recreation centers is available to any New Yorker who signs up 
before December 31, 2021. The membership term will last for one year from the date of sign-up, and 
will grant access to facilities across the city. Learn more at nycgovparks.org/programs/recreation-
centers/membership. Recreation centers nycgovparks.org/facilities/recreationcenters.  

 
 
 
 

How you can help 

 

Community Board 6 - Hurricane Ida Flooding Survey 
CB6 is looking to learn more about whether residents in CB6 experienced flooding during Hurricane 
Ida on September 1st. Please take the short survey below if you experienced flooding in your home 
or building airtable.com/shrlaZ7lDGP18axig.  
 
 
 

Blood Donations Are Urgently Needed  
The NYC blood supply is at a very low level. If you want to donate, a nearby blood center is: 
New York Blood Center - Grand Central (please make an appointment) 
115 East 41st Street, 800-933-2566, nybloodcenter.org 
 
 

https://vote.nyc/page/register-vote
https://vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0
https://nycabsentee.com/tracking
https://findmypollsite.vote.nyc/
https://www.nycgovparks.org/programs/recreation-centers/membership
https://www.nycgovparks.org/programs/recreation-centers/membership
https://www.nycgovparks.org/facilities/recreationcenters
https://airtable.com/shrlaZ7lDGP18axig
https://www.nybloodcenter.org/
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The Board of Elections is hiring poll workers 
If you sign up to be a poll worker, you could earn up to $2,800 if you work the nine days of early 
voting and the day of the general election. There are positions for student poll workers. Translators 
are also needed in Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Hindi, and Bengali. No experience is necessary; you 
are paid for training. Apply at vote.nyc/page/poll-worker-positions#p3. You can also apply for stand-
by positions. 
 
 
 

Bryant Park is hiring Winter Associates 
The Bryant Park Corporation and 34th Street Partnership are hiring part-time, seasonal staff 
responsible for assisting with winter operations. Associates can expect to work 10-40 hours per 
week. The Winter Associate program offers opportunities for professional development, through 
which participants can develop skills and knowledge applicable to the urban planning, event, and 
public space management fields, among others. Preference will be given to candidates who are 
willing to work on nights and weekends. Learn more at bryantpark.org/about-
us?mc_cid=57c328f1ee&mc_eid=1165e24a4c#job-openings.  
 

 

 

 
Take CB5’s district needs 
assessment survey 
Help CB5 identify and prioritize issues important 
to the community. You are not required to answer 
all questions, but please include specific 
addresses and locations if identifying a particular 
issue for repair or maintenance such as 
sanitation, lighting or street conditions. Your 
response will be used to support CB5’s final 
Statement of Community District Needs 
submission for the FY2023 submission year. To 
learn more about the conditions in our district 
you can visit the Community District Profiles 
page at 
communityprofiles.planning.nyc.gov/manhattan/
5. To view the needs and priorities that were 
submitted last year, you can view CB5''s FY2022 
report at 
communityprofiles.planning.nyc.gov/manhattan/
5#community-board. See district map below. 
Take the survey.  

 
 
 

https://vote.nyc/page/poll-worker-positions#p3
https://bryantpark.org/about-us?mc_cid=57c328f1ee&mc_eid=1165e24a4c#job-openings
https://bryantpark.org/about-us?mc_cid=57c328f1ee&mc_eid=1165e24a4c#job-openings
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://communityprofiles.planning.nyc.gov/manhattan/5&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1633045962222000&usg=AFQjCNGMJFN1TiLyuhuws3ULI2hHMrkkcQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://communityprofiles.planning.nyc.gov/manhattan/5&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1633045962222000&usg=AFQjCNGMJFN1TiLyuhuws3ULI2hHMrkkcQ
https://communityprofiles.planning.nyc.gov/manhattan/5#community-board
https://communityprofiles.planning.nyc.gov/manhattan/5#community-board
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZ2jjoe_hB3u5Hg9n-VwVv68hpm9pZHZeBxRDLpVOW1yECgg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZ2jjoe_hB3u5Hg9n-VwVv68hpm9pZHZeBxRDLpVOW1yECgg/viewform
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NYC’s reopening 
 

New York State and NYC reached the goal of a 70% vaccination rate for adults, and 

hospitalizations are manageable. As a result, most of the covid restrictions have been lifted. 
However, because NYC has a “high” rate of community transmission, precautions should be taken, 
such as wearing a mask in indoor public locations, and vaccine requirements for indoor locations 
with gatherings of people. See the CDC transmission data for New York County (Manhattan) at 
covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-
view|New%20York|36061|Risk|community_transmission_level. For information about specific NY 
agencies, check with the agency’s website. Federal guidelines are still in effect. Follow the 
guidelines for your community. Learn more at the links below.  

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) covid webpage cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

Federal laws and regulations regarding covid cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-
regulations.html  

CDC Interim Guidance for Fully Vaccinated People cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-
vaccinated.html  

U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) webpage on covid vaccines fda.gov/emergency-
preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines  

U.S. Department of State COVID-19 Travel Guidance for U.S. Citizens 
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html  

Federal resources for small businesses that are impacted by covid covid-sb.org.  

New York State reopening guidance for businesses forward.ny.gov and 
governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf.  Learn more at 
forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance.  

New York State information about reopening, covid rates and zones, vaccination program, covid 
restrictions and guidance, travel advisory, etc. coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home.  

NYS travel advisory coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory. 

New York City covid webpage (for individuals and businesses) 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page.  

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view|New%20York|36061|Risk|community_transmission_level
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view|New%20York|36061|Risk|community_transmission_level
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-regulations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/laws-regulations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/covid-19-information1.html
https://covid-sb.org/
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf
https://forward.ny.gov/active-industry-guidance
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page
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New York State Business Pandemic Recovery Initiative. The Empire State Development page with 
information about grants, tax credits, and technical assistance programs for businesses affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more at  esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative.  

New York City Department of Health (DOH) covid webpage www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-
19-main.page  

The NYC Citywide Information Portal with resource guides for businesses and individuals, 
including COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers  
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov. 
 
See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including  

Reopening 

Testing 

Vaccinations 

Neighborhood houses of worship, museums, educational and cultural institutions 

Neighborhood restaurants, food & spirits that are open for delivery & pickup  

Neighborhood retail, health care (including pets) & services that are open  

 
 
 
 
The Covid-19 transmission rate for Murray Hill (zip codes 10016 and 10017) is declining but still 
high. Data taken on October 3, 2021. 
 

 
 

 
 

https://esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11601&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11616&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11706&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11564&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11547&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11549&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
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The above data is from the NYC Department of Health website COVID-19 tracker  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page 
The view is the 7-day Percent Positive and Test Rate by ZIP code (for Zip code 10016). 
New York State COVID-19 tracker forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard.  
 
 

 

IMPORTANT: There is still no cure for COVID-19. To stop the spread take a 
layered approach: 

• get vaccinated 

• wear face coverings if you are unvaccinated or when you are with unvaccinated people  
• maintain distance (6 feet between people if unvaccinated) 

• practice good hand hygiene 

• stay home if sick (seek care if you feel seriously ill) 

When community rates of infection are high, limit non-essential activities, travel and indoor 
gatherings with people who are not in your household.  

 

 

Vaccinations 

Vaccines are now readily available and are free. The NYC Vaccine Finder tells you everywhere in 
NYC that vaccinations are available and the type of vaccination offered  vaccinefinder.nyc.gov.  

Third shots are available for immunocompromised people who got the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines. 
Booster shots are available for people who got the Pfizer vaccine and are 65+ years of age and for 
people who are 18+ years of age and have certain underlying conditions or because they work, live 
or visit places where there is high risk of being exposed to covid-19. Don’t be worried if you got the 
Moderna vaccine. The data is showing that the immunity is still strong after several months. 
Boosters for Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines are expected to be approved soon. 
Vaccines for people younger than 12 years of age are also expected soon. 

Businesses and other organizations can request a temporary vaccination pop-up site in their facility 
or neighborhood. Request form airtable.com/shrZZCTvMWBdiwfk1.  

New York City is offering in-home COVID-19 vaccinations to any city resident who requests one. 
Any New Yorker requesting in-home vaccination will now have the option to request their vaccine 
brand preference (Pfizer, Moderna, or Johnson & Johnson). If you would like to be vaccinated at 
home, you can fill out an interest form at forms.cityofnewyork.us/f/home.  The form does not set up 
an appointment, but allows you to be contacted for further discussion. Learn more at 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/coronavirus/downloads/vaccines/in-home-vaccination-plan.pdf. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page
https://forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://airtable.com/shrZZCTvMWBdiwfk1
https://forms.cityofnewyork.us/f/home
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/coronavirus/downloads/vaccines/in-home-vaccination-plan.pdf
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Walgreens, RiteAid and CVS participate in the Federal vaccination program. They and other 
locations offering vaccinations will be listed on the vaccinefinder.nyc.gov app. Your primary care 
physician may also be offering vaccinations. 

MTA Vaccine Pop-Up Sites at Penn Station and Grand Central Terminal are still available. Get 
vaccinated and receive a free 7-day MetroCard. Each day, vaccinations will be provided to 300 
individuals at each of the sites, on a first come, first serve basis. The two locations are: 
Penn Station, 34th Street Corridor, 3 - 8pm 
Grand Central Terminal - Vanderbilt Hall, 8am - 1pm 

If you are a Veteran and currently enrolled in VA Healthcare, the Manhattan VA Medical Center is 
administering vaccines. Eligible Veterans must schedule an appointment by calling 1-877-877-9267. 

 

 

Vaccination data is from www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page on October 3, 
2021 tap Geography, enter your zip code and hover your cursor over the map for information about 
our neighborhood. 

 

 

 
 
Information  for individuals and businesses about proof of vaccinations 
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccines-keytonyc.page.  

 

 

http://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccines-keytonyc.page
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All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Sites run by New York State are free  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there 
will be charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-
testing.page, call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.  

At-Home COVID-19 Diagnostic Testing: The NYC Test & Trace Corps is now offering at-home 
testing for COVID-19 to all immunocompromised New Yorkers and older adults age 65+. If you need 
to get tested, and are concerned about risk of exposure, or are unable to leave your home, 
appointments for at-home testing are available seven days per week, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Schedule 
an appointment by calling 929-298-9400. You will receive a molecular PCR test administered by a 
trained clinician in your home at no cost. Once you call to request testing, the test will be 
administered the next day or the day following, depending on your availability. Results will be 
returned within two days by text, e-mail or phone. 

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary, but wait times can range 

from no wait to one hour. Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your 
results quickly. Test results usually come back in 1-2 days.  
 

 
New 
 

Curb your Merck enthusiasm 
Source: Bloomberg Prognosis Coronavirus Daily email, September 2, 2021 
Merck’s Covid pill is ushering fresh optimism about the course of this seemingly endless pandemic. 
Early studies show the drug has the potential to cut the rate of hospitalization and death by around 
50% in mild to moderate Covid patients. It’s exactly the type of tool doctors need to keep patients 
from getting severely ill and clogging up emergency rooms. And it could become the first drug 
approved for Covid that doesn’t require a patient to visit a hospital or infusion center, potentially 
saving the health-care system millions of dollars. That’s all reason to celebrate, should Merck 
succeed in getting the nod from regulators. But the emergence of such a treatment shouldn’t be 
cause for complacency when it comes to the most effective tool to end this pandemic: vaccines. 
 
 
 
 

The NYC Citywide Information Portal 
www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page and 311 
portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers. These resource 
guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and housing, NYCHA residents, and 
more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.  
 
 
 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
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For small businesses 

 

New York StartUP! 2022 Business Plan Competition 
This fall the Thomas Yoseloff Business Center (formerly Mid-Manhattan Library) is launching the 
12th Annual New York StartUP! Business Plan Competition for New York-based startup 
entrepreneurs. Entrants can win  $15,000 to start their business, as well as gain practical insights 
about starting and growing a business while using the comprehensive small business resources at 
NYPL’s Thomas Yoseloff Business Center. Learn more at nypl.org/help/services/startup. Visit 
nypl.org/bizplan  for updates! 
 

 

 
 
 

SCORE Recorded Webinars 
Watch free webinars anytime 
 
 

Welcome new MHNA business member! 

https://www.nypl.org/help/services/startup
http://nypl.org/bizplan
https://www.score.org/recorded-webinars
https://mentalhealth.cityofnewyork.us/elevate-nightlife-mental-health-initiative
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Structure Personal Fitness - Park Avenue 
Structure Personal Fitness aligns your workout to you, with your own equipment, own variations and 
own coach. Precise workout plans * Build your foundation * Stop Extreme Methods. Rule #1: No one 
gets hurt. Rule #2: Play the long game! Structure Personal Fitness is located at 443 Park Avenue 
South (31st Street) (Bsmt), 917-451-5030 (phone or text), Info@structurepersonalfitness.com, 
structurepersonalfitness.com.  
 
 

 
October is National Cybersecurity Awareness Month 
Cyber-attacks are a growing threat for small businesses and the U.S. economy. 
Stay safe from cybersecurity threats, tips from the U.S. Small Business Administration 
sba.gov/business-guide/manage-your-business/stay-safe-cybersecurity-threats. The Department of 
Homeland Security’s "Stop.Think.Connect" campaign offers training and other materials 
stopthinkconnect.org.  
 
 
 

 

Upcoming events 
 

 

mailto:Info@structurepersonalfitness.com
http://www.structurepersonalfitness.com/
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/manage-your-business/stay-safe-cybersecurity-threats
https://www.stopthinkconnect.org/
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12:30pm–2:30pm 

Piano in Bryant Park 
October 4: Victor’s Jazz party 
October 5: Jon Weber with Marissa Mulder 
October 6: Terry Waldo’s Gotham City Band 
at Bryant Park Upper Terrace 
(between 5th & 6th Avenue, and between 40th and 42nd Street, behind the Library) 

 
 

October 4    6:30pm (check time, registration page says 5pm and 6:30pm) 

The anti-urban madness of the proposed Empire Station Complex 
Third public forum in the Empire Station Coalition Zoom Forum Series. The continuation of a 
monoculture of office towers from river to river versus a dynamic, diverse growth plan for the city 
and region which catapults us into the second half of the 21st Century as a world leader by 
embracing the best of old and new. Speakers will include Lynn Ellsworth, Simeon Bankoff, Brad 
Vogel, John Massengale, John Mudd. Moderated by Kirsten Theodos. Register at 
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6NYJWDrRRdS4_zUBe1w4BQ. The Empire Station 
Coalition’s first and second public forums were “Why Gov. Cuomo’s Empire Station Complex Must 
Be Stopped Including Introductions to Better and Viable Alternatives" and "The need for an 
appropriate above-ground, world class train station at Penn Station: Why Madison Square Garden 
should move for the fifth time in its history." The Coalition’s opposition to the former Governor's 
Empire Station Complex proposals, which prioritize real estate development and dated urban 
renewal style neighborhood destruction and are very short on modern transit approaches--can be 
found in its April letters to Governor Cuomo and Transportation Secretary Peter Buttigieg and a 
followup letter sent to Secretary Buttigieg on July 12, 2021. We also point to the letter from 
Manhattan local, state and federal officials criticizing the proposal. Additionally, see our most 
recent letter to Governor Hochul in which we call for development of the Empire Station Complex 
proposal be halted and replaced with a plan prioritizing through-running operations at Penn Station 
in the interest of building out a truly unified regional rail network. Alliance for a Human Scale City is  
circulating a petition. 

 
 

October 4  7 – 8:30pm 

Community Board 6 Transportation Committee Meeting 

(virtual) Agenda: (1) Application from HJ Opco, LLC for bus stops at 829 3rd Avenue between 50th 
and 51st Streets, and at 631 3rd Avenue between 40th and 41st Streets, (2) Discussion on a 
resolution requesting that the New York City Department of Transportation convert three existing 
parking spaces on East 16th Street (in front of the Washington Irving High School building) to No 
Standing from 7 AM - 7 PM, seven days a week, to be used for school purposes, (3) Discussion 
about possible street redesigns to make the area around Grand Central Terminal more pedestrian 
friendly, (4) Report from the NYC Department of Transportation, (5) Chair’s Report, (6) Old/New 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6NYJWDrRRdS4_zUBe1w4BQ
https://www.dropbox.com/s/trrj6un40pse2r3/Empire-Station-Complex-Sign-On-Letter.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ez5q213ohhjscwx/Secretary%20Buttigieg%20Sign-On%20Letter.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xf7ejb9ae8zmtao/SecLetter%20%283%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ull50ey7ihiyicb/Empire%20Station%20Complex%20%E2%80%93%20elected%20officials%20letter.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ull50ey7ihiyicb/Empire%20Station%20Complex%20%E2%80%93%20elected%20officials%20letter.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ires7x3v2k68yy3/ESC_%20Letter%20about%20Penn.pdf?dl=0
https://www.humanscale.nyc/one-click-petition-to-albanys-legislators/
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Business. Learn more at cbsix.org/meetings-calendar. Register at 
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GOHF82ZwR7ai3KGdU0qKuQ.  

 
 

October 4 (MTA survey closes) 

MTA survey: Fall 2021 MTA Customers Count and COVID Travel Survey 
It will only take about 10 minutes or so and your opinion is very important for helping the MTA make 
critical decisions about service and investments. This is especially important as they plan for more 
customers returning to using public transportation, even if you haven't used any MTA services since 
before the pandemic began in March 2020. Upon completion of the survey by October 4, you can 
choose to be entered into a drawing to win one of ten $100 gift cards. Take the survey. 

 
 

October 6     5 - 6pm 

(Webinar) The 2021 Manhattan Power 100 
(free) Leaders in government, business, media, labor and beyond will give keynote speaches, 
including: Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President; Mark Levine, New York City Council Member 
& Democratic Nominee for Manhattan Borough President; Keith Powers, New York City Council 
Member, Carlina Rivera, New York City Council Member; Alex Camarda, Director, State Government 
Affairs, Charter Communications;  Adriano Espaillat, US Congressmember; Derek Doan, Regional 
Director, T-Mobile Public Sector Sales. Register at cityandstateny.com/feature/2021-manhattan-
power. Presented by City & State. 

 
 

October 6   6 – 8pm 
Public Hearing on the Central Business District Tolling Program (congestion 
pricing), for Manhattan Outside the Central Business District (Manhattan north of 60th Street). 

You may still participate in the hearing if you live outside this zone. The meetings will all be held 
virtually and you can register and submit comments at new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/upcoming-
meetings. Register for this meeting at mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/74. If you 
want to speak you must register at least 25 hours before the meeting. Other ways to comment: 
online at mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/cbd_tolling, email CBDTP@mtabt.org, mail CBD Tolling 
Program, 2 Broadway, 23rd Floor, New York, NY 10004, phone 646-252-7440. The hearings will be 
livestreamed at new.mta.info/project/CBDTP and you can also get information on the plan and view 
the MTA presentation as a video at this site.  
 
 

October 6    7:30pm 

CUNY Graduate Center presents Survival of the City 

https://cbsix.org/meetings-calendar
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GOHF82ZwR7ai3KGdU0qKuQ
https://www.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=4iTNfgYgfTw%3D&custom1=63951
https://www.cityandstateny.com/feature/2021-manhattan-power
https://www.cityandstateny.com/feature/2021-manhattan-power
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/upcoming-meetings
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP/upcoming-meetings
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/hearings/register/h_id/74
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/cbd_tolling
mailto:CBDTP@mtabt.org
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
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(virtual & free) Register at gc.cuny.edu/All-GC-Events/Calendar/Detail?id=60522.  In this age of 
isolation, are we on the brink of a post-urban world? In Survival of the City by Edward Glaeser and 
David Cutler, one of our great urbanists and one of our great public health experts join forces to 
reckon with how cities are changing in the face of forces that the pandemic has intensified. Glaeser 
and Cutler, both professors of economics at Harvard University, explore how cities can evolve, how 
they must address deep inequities in health care and education, and how to design policies that will 
expand jobs and economic opportunities. They join in a discussion of these urgent topics with 
Michelle Goldberg, New York Times columnist and author of the recent The Goddess Pose; Paul 
Krugman, distinguished professor of economics at the CUNY Graduate Center and New York Times 
columnist; and J. Phillip Thompson, New York City deputy mayor for strategic policy initiatives 
(Ph.D. ’90, Political Science, CUNY Graduate Center). Presented with the Stone Center on Socio-
Economic Inequality. See full schedule at gc.cuny.edu/All-GC-Events/GC-Presents.  

 
 

 
 
October 7    7pm 

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Annual General Meeting 

(Live Zoom Meeting) As our neighborhood emerges from the pandemic, Council Members Keith 
Powers and Carlina Rivera, and MHNA committee chairs will focus on a theme of community. 
They will speak about neighborhood issues such as: Crime, Clean up and greening, Homelessness, 
Local businesses, Historic Preservation.  
Register Now (You will get the Zoom link and password, and you can submit questions when you 
register.) 

 
 

October 7   7 – 8:30pm 

Know Before You Vote: The five NYS Constitutional Amendments that will be 
on your ballot in November 

Virtual Town Hall sponsored by Senator Liz Krueger. This fall, in addition to voting on important New 
York City offices, you will have the opportunity to approve or disapprove five New York State 
constitutional amendments. Learn about the amendments so that you can make an informed 
choice. Proposal 1: Amending the Apportionment and Redistricting Process, Proposal 2: Right to 
Clean Air and Water, Proposal 3: Same Day Voter Registration, Proposal 4: No-Excuse Absentee 
Voting, Proposal 5: Expanding the New York State Civil Court Jurisdiction. Speakers and Q&A with 
Patrick Berry, Counsel, Democracy Project, Brennan Center for Justice, Kate Kurera, Deputy Director, 
Environmental Advocates NY. Register for the Virtual Town Hall at tinyurl.com/nys-ballot-proposals.  
**Once you register for the event, you will receive a confirmation email with the Zoom and Facebook 

https://www.gc.cuny.edu/All-GC-Events/Calendar/Detail?id=60522
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/All-GC-Events/GC-Presents
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApce2vqj8pGNKtnW9pTMlooSYUGXxYf5-O
https://tinyurl.com/nys-ballot-proposals
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApce2vqj8pGNKtnW9pTMlooSYUGXxYf5-O
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links, and the call-in information.** You can join the event online through Zoom or Facebook, or you 
can listen in by telephone. Attendees will be able to submit questions through Zoom and Facebook 
during the event but are strongly encouraged to submit them in advance. The webinar will be 
recorded and available on krueger.nysenate.gov - usually within 24 hours after the event. 
[Information about the ballot proposals is also available on the MHNA website]. 

 
 
October 7   7:30pm (doors open at 7:15pm) 

Randal Despommier Quartet with Randal Despommier - alto sax, Jason 
Yeager - piano, Aaron Holthus - bass, Rodrigo Recabarren - drums 
Piano on Park is resuming concerts this Fall with an adventurous "jazz" quartet featuring the music 
of composer / saxophonist Randal Despommier. I put jazz in quotation marks because Randal 
Despommier's gamut of music is vast enough to comfortably accomodate Italian pop, alternative 
rock, Gregorian chant and Icelandic folk songs. He will be joined by pianist Jason Yeager, bassist 
Aaron Holthus, and drummer Rodrigo Recabarren. Space for in-person attendance is limited so 
please RSVP in advance through the link below. Attendance is free with a donation for the 
musicians appreciated. For in-person attendance a proof of vaccination or a negative test result for 
Covid within 48 hours is required. Register at eventbrite.com/e/piano-on-park-randal-despommier-
quartet-in-person-and-stream-tickets-161776278203. You can also follow the performance live as a 
stream through the Piano on Park website pianoonpark.com. Piano on Park, 10 Park Avenue, apt 
22D. 

 
 

Important Murray Hill Election Dates for 2021 
DO THIS NOW! Check your registration status and poll site, register, apply for an absentee ballot, 
generate a sample ballot, and track your absentee ballot at the NYC Board of Elections vote.nyc.  
Information about the candidates can be found at voting.nyc/meet-the-candidates. We will be 
voting on a Mayor, Public Advocate, Comptroller, Borough President, City Council Members (in 
some districts), District Attorney, judges, and 5 ballot proposals. 
Check the status of your absentee ballot at nycabsentee.com/tracking. 
The Voter Assistance Advisory Committee (VAAC) advises the Campaign Finance Board on its voter 
engagement efforts and recommends legislative and administrative changes to improve NYC 
elections. If you have comments, you can email them to Jordan Pantalone at 
jpantalone@nyccfb.info.  
Official NYC Board of Elections Primary election results for Murray Hill have been posted at 
vote.nyc/page/election-results-summary). 

October 8 Voter Registration deadline for the November General Election. If you change your 

address, re-register. If you have a valid ID from the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles, 
you can register to vote online at vote.nyc/page/register-vote. If you will be mailing in your 
registration, allow many days for PO delivery. 

October 18 Absentee ballot request deadline (online or by mail) for the General Election 

https://www.vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0.  
 
 
 

http://krueger.nysenate.gov/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11782&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/piano-on-park-randal-despommier-quartet-in-person-and-stream-tickets-161776278203
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/piano-on-park-randal-despommier-quartet-in-person-and-stream-tickets-161776278203
https://www.pianoonpark.com/
https://www.vote.nyc/
https://www.voting.nyc/meet-the-candidates
https://nycabsentee.com/tracking
mailto:jpantalone@nyccfb.info
https://www.vote.nyc/page/election-results-summary
https://www.vote.nyc/page/register-vote
https://www.vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0
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November 10   3pm 

New York State Independent Redistricting Commission Fall Public Hearing: 
New York County 
See the Commission's website to review Draft Plans at nyirc.gov/draft-plans. For additional 
information or questions, please contact the Co-Executive Directors: Karen Blatt (blattk@nyirc.gov), 
Douglass Breakell (breakelld@nyirc.gov). Further information regarding these hearings will be 
available on the Commission’s website, NYIRC.gov, in the coming days and weeks. Recordings of 
the hearings will be made available to the public following each hearing’s completion.You can 
submit comments online at nyirc.gov/participate.   
at Hunter College (CUNY) Cafeteria 
695 Park Avenue (10065) 
 
 

Schools & children 

 

COVID Testing form for unvaccinated students 
Unvaccinated public school students in grades 1-12 can sign up for free school-based COVID 
testing by filling out the form on their NYC Schools Account or by downloading this form 
schools.nyc.gov/school-life/health-and-wellness/covid-information/covid-19-testing-for-students 
and bringing it to the school. Each week a random 10% of eligible students will be tested. 
 
 

NYC schools case map Covid cases (as of 10/1/2021): Norman Thomas HS on 34th & 

Park Avenue – one or more classrooms are partially quarantined, The River School – one or more 
classrooms closed. 
schools.nyc.gov/school-life/health-and-wellness/covid-information/daily-covid-case-map.  
 
 
 

9/20/2021 Mayor Bill de Blasio on Monday announced a significant overhaul to 
public school policy regarding Covid-19, instituting a weekly testing mandate at all 

schools for a randomly selected 10% of unvaccinated students, up from the current bi-weekly 
regimen. At the same time, the city is relaxing its quarantine rules when a student tests positive. In 
that event, unvaccinated students will no longer have to quarantine if they wear a mask in class and 
maintain three feet of social distance. The changes are intended to bring the city in line with CDC 
guidance. 
 
 
 

Supreme Court Justice Sotomayor Allows COVID Vaccine Mandate For NYC 
Schools To Move Forward 
October 1, 2021, gothamist.com, by Caroline Lewis 
 
 

https://nyirc.gov/draft-plans
mailto:blattk@nyirc.gov
mailto:breakelld@nyirc.gov
http://www.nyirc.gov/
https://nyirc.gov/participate
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/health-and-wellness/covid-information/covid-19-testing-for-students
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/health-and-wellness/covid-information/daily-covid-case-map
https://gothamist.com/news/supreme-court-justice-sotomayor-allows-covid-vaccine-mandate-nyc-schools-move-forward
https://gothamist.com/news/supreme-court-justice-sotomayor-allows-covid-vaccine-mandate-nyc-schools-move-forward
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Kudos  

 

Bravo to our frontline heroes! Doctors Orchestra recorded music 
Email from Kyunghun Kim, Music Director, The Doctors Orchestral Society of New York  
After a long and challenging hiatus, we are pleased to share the online performance of a witty and 
pleasant piece by Stravinsky. This year marks the 50th anniversary of his death and the Doctors 
Orchestra wanted to celebrate and honor the composer. Hear their virtual rendition of Movement 2 
of Stravinsky's Symphony Number 1 at youtube.com/watch?v=0aUki1xQjDshttp://  (6+ minutes 
running time)...We are looking forward to returning to our home venue and making music together 
soon.  
THE DOCTORS ORCHESTRAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK is celebrating its 78th to 79th Season. It was 
founded in 1938 by physicians interested in performing symphonic music under the direction of 
Ignatz Waghalter…In recent years it has added community musicians representing the diverse 
professions in the metropolitan area. Learn more about this extraordinary group at 
doctorsorchestra.org. They usually perform in Murray Hill at the Norman Thomas HS on Park 
Avenue at 33rd Street. 
 
 

 
Changes in the neighborhood 
 
 

Behold Summit, NYC's Newest Observatory With Vertigo-Inducing Glass 
Balcony 
September 15, 2021, gothamist.com, by Jen Carlson 
SUMMIT One Vanderbilt. The Midtown attraction, which will open in October...The experience even 
comes with a vertigo-inducing glass-bottom floor...There are a few components to the experience, 
starting with Ascent, "the all-glass enclosed elevators which travel up the outside of the skyscraper 
to unveil breathtaking views at the highest vantage point of Midtown at 1,210 feet above New York 
City." Then there's Levitation, "the fully transparent glass sky boxes that suspend guests at 1,063 
feet above Madison Avenue." The art installation is called Air...They'll also have an outdoor bar, and, 
why not, "the highest urban outdoor alpine meadow in the world." SUMMIT One Vanderbilt is located 
at the corner of 42nd Street and Vanderbilt Avenue, and opens October 21st. Tickets are on sale 
now, ranging from $39 to $73. (Adult NYC residents get a rate starting at $34.) Learn more at 
summitov.com/experience.  
 
 
 
[This article takes a long time to load, the presentation is very graphical] 

Why the Empire State Building, and New York, May Never Be the Same 
September 15, 2021, nytimes.com, By Keith Collins, Nikolas Diamant, Peter Eavis, Or Fleisher, 
Matthew Haag, Barbara Harvey, Lingdong Huang, Karthik Patanjali, Miles Peyton and Rumsey Taylor 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aUki1xQjDshttp://
http://www.doctorsorchestra.org/
https://gothamist.com/arts-entertainment/photos-summit-one-vanderbilt-views
https://gothamist.com/arts-entertainment/photos-summit-one-vanderbilt-views
https://summitov.com/experience
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/09/15/nyregion/empire-state-building-reopening-new-york.html
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It once symbolized an urban way of working, and the city’s resilience. In the pandemic’s second 
year, the future of the world’s most famous skyscraper is in doubt. 
 
 
 
 

270 Park Avenue’s First Office Levels Begin Formation In Midtown East, 
Manhattan 
October 1, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Construction has reached the first office levels of JP Morgan Chase‘s new 1,425-foot supertall 
headquarters at 270 Park Avenue in Midtown East (between Park and Madison Avenues and 47th 
and 48th Streets)...Tishman Construction is the general contractor for the project...No completion 
date or set of official renderings have been disclosed for the project.  
[Editor's note: This supertall is made possible by the East Midtown Rezoning.] 
 
 
 
 

202 East 23rd Street’s Superstructure Reaches Halfway Mark In Kips Bay, 
Manhattan 
September 27, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
Construction is rising on 202 East 23rd Street, a 20-story residential building in Kips Bay, Manhattan. 
Designed by Hill West Architects and developed by SMA Equities, the 90,000-square-foot structure 
is being built to Passive House standards and will yield 108 units with floor plans ranging from 
studios to two-bedrooms. Eighty homes will be set at market-rate pricing and the remaining 28 will 
be designated for affordable housing. KSK Construction Group, LLC is the general contractor for the 
project, which is located at the corner of East 23rd Street and Third Avenue...202 East 23rd Street is 
scheduled to be finished in the fall of 2023, as noted on the construction board. 
 
 
 
 

Murray Hill in the news (and surrounding 
areas) 
 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/10/270-park-avenues-first-office-levels-begin-formation-in-midtown-east-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/10/270-park-avenues-first-office-levels-begin-formation-in-midtown-east-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/09/202-east-23rd-streets-superstructure-reaches-halfway-mark-in-kips-bay-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/09/202-east-23rd-streets-superstructure-reaches-halfway-mark-in-kips-bay-manhattan.html
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Macy's Doesn't Want Amazon To Advertise On Huge Billboard Next To Store 
October 1, 2021, gothamist.com, by Jen Chung 
Macy's has filed for an injunction to prohibit a real estate company from leasing the enormous 
billboard on the corner of the department store's flagship location—because, Macy's says, the new 
advertiser is Amazon. The NY Post first reported on the complaint, which was made in State 
Supreme Court, noting, "The Macy’s billboard lease with Kaufman [Realty] expired on Aug. 31. 
Macy’s claims that its original lease from 1963 prevents a competitor from ever advertising on that 
space, but Kaufman disagrees, according to the complaint." [photo from 1907 showing the billboard 
on top of the smaller corner building nestled in the Macy’s building. Amazon Books has a store at 7 
West 34th Street, between 5th & 6th Avenue, not far from the Macy’s flagship store.] 
 
 

 
Transportation  

 

This Is the OMNY Card, and You Might Be Able to Buy One Today 
October 1, 2021, curbed.com, by Christopher Bonanos 
OMNY, the MTA’s contactless system that is beginning to replace the MetroCard and will finally 
retire the swipe, is mostly built around an app that charges your debit or credit card. One in six fares 
is now paid that way. New York City, though, contains multitudes, and a significant proportion of 
transit users don’t live by smartphone…Those riders need a non-app way to buy a fare, and hence 
the arrival of the OMNY card, which you can see for the first time in the photo above. It goes on sale 
today…it’s not being sold in transit stations yet, because that requires new vending machines that 
will appear a few months from now. Till then, the OMNY card will roll out alongside the Target and 
Amazon and Red Lobster gift cards at chain drugstores like CVS and Duane Reade, as well as in the 
bodegas, dollar stores, and other neighborhood places that already sell MetroCards…Eventually, it’ll 

https://gothamist.com/news/macys-doesnt-want-amazon-advertise-huge-billboard-next-store
https://nypost.com/2021/09/29/macys-cries-foul-over-amazons-plan-to-advertise-on-its-herald-square-store/
https://www.curbed.com/2021/10/omny-card-launched-mta-nyc-reveal.html
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also be produced in other colors to indicate separate fare classes: the student card, the senior-
citizen card, the MTA employee card, and so forth…It’s good for seven years. 
 
 
 

 
First Taxi Medallion Owners Receive $700,000 in Debt Relief, as $500 Million 
in Total Relief Expected for More Drivers, September 18, 2021 

Press release from Mayor de Blasio’s office  

Related: Cab drivers are drowning in debt. The city’s plan won’t help. 

September 23, 2021, nysfocus.com, Wen Zhuang 
The city's taxi agency has ignored drivers' demands and proposed a plan that the comptroller warns 
'would spend more money to forgive less debt.' 
 
 
 
 

MTA bus boss outed by inspector general had simple way to dodge NYC 
bridge, tunnel tolls 
September 28, 2021, nydailynews.com, by Clayton Guse 
 
 
 

New York Ranked 96th Worst City To Drive In: Study 
August 31, 2021, patch.com, by Michael Wittner 
A study from WalletHub gave New York City near-bottom rankings in safety, traffic and cost of 
owning a car. 
 
 
 

Elections, voting & redistricting 
 

Get ready for the General Election in November! Learn about the key dates, 
candidates and ballot proposals (article from the Fall Murray Hill Life 
newsletter). 
 
 
 

New York Will Soon Lose 1 House Seat. The G.O.P. Might Lose 5. 
September 14, 2021, nytimes.com, by Nicholas Fandos and Grace Ashford 
Preparing for her third successive primary challenge from the left, Representative Carolyn Maloney, 
the Democratic chairwoman of the powerful House Oversight and Reform Committee, is angling to 
shed thousands of progressive voters from her district. Her proposal, according to Manhattan 
Democrats familiar with the discussions: offloading sections of Williamsburg, Brooklyn, home to 

www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/629-21/first-taxi-medallion-owners-receive-700-000-debt-relief-500-million-total-relief
https://www.nysfocus.com/2021/09/23/taxi-cab-drivers-debt-protest/
https://www.nysfocus.com/2021/09/23/taxi-cab-drivers-debt-protest/
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/ny-20210928-pzlv5i4utrarnluuosps3ijtw4-story.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/ny-20210928-pzlv5i4utrarnluuosps3ijtw4-story.html
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/hrj57/new-york-ranked-96th-worst-city-to-drive-in-study
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11782&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11782&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/14/nyregion/congress-redistricting-ny.html
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young and Latino voters, and potentially parts of Astoria, Queens, while keeping her political base 
intact on Manhattan’s wealthy East Side. 
 
 
 

The Census Bureau released the 2020 Census Redistricting Data in easier-to-
use format 

The Census Bureau released the 2020 Census Redistricting Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary 
File to states and the public in an easier-to-use format. These data are now available 
on data.census.gov. They are identical to those released Aug. 12 on the Census Bureau’s FTP site 
and in various data visualizations.  Guidance for 2020 Redistricting Data Users 
census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov/decennial-census.html.  

 
 

 

Policing, crime & police reform 
 

NYPD hires civilian greeters for precincts 
September 30, 2021, politico.com, by Erin Durkin  
Borrowing from the private sector, the greeter program is part of a new city push to emphasize 
customer service at the NYPD. The department has also launched a survey 
www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/about/about-nypd/feedback.page  to get feedback from residents...All 
NYPD precincts will have at least one greeter by November, officials said...The pilot program will run 
through October 2020, and the department intends to expand citywide by the end of 2020. 
 
 

Weekly crime reports  
 
17th precinct 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf  
 

13th Precinct 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf  
 
 
 
 

Max Politics Podcast: City Council Member Keith Powers on Oversight of City 
Jails & More 
September 9, 2021, gothamgazette.com, by Gotham Gazette Staff 
 
 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov/decennial-census.html
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york/albany/story/2021/09/30/nypd-hires-civilian-greeters-for-precincts-1391529
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/about/about-nypd/feedback.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-017pct.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-013pct.pdf
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/10758-max-politics-podcast-city-council-member-keith-powers-nyc-jails-rikers
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/10758-max-politics-podcast-city-council-member-keith-powers-nyc-jails-rikers
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Housing, homelessness, zoning & 
affordability 
 

Hundreds of Thousands of Co-op Residents Shut Out of State’s Rent Relief 
Program 
September 30, 2021, nysfocus.com, by Andrew Giambrone 
[A] largely overlooked aspect of ERAP [New York’s Emergency Rental Assistance Program]: It 
excludes New York’s hundreds of thousands of co-op owners, even  though they’re usually treated 
as tenants in state law and some legislators say they intended the same for this vital program. 
(Owners pay monthly maintenance fees...and can be evicted by co-op boards for nonpayment or 
other issues.) This has left many co-ops, especially low-income ones, struggling to pay their bills 
and maintain their buildings as the pandemic dampens the economy. While New York plans on 
launching a new fund to assist co-op owners this fall, it’s still awaiting authorization from the U.S. 
Treasury, which is also overseeing $46.5 billion in COVID rent relief nationally… State lawmakers 
appear frustrated with the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA), the agency 
administering ERAP, for excluding co-op residents. Senate Housing Committee Chair Brian 
Kavanagh, a key sponsor of New York’s rent relief legislation, said the agency isn’t carrying out the 
law as designed…co-ops can face financial trouble if even a few shareholders die or fall behind on 
monthly maintenance payments, or if commercial tenants stop paying rent. The pandemic 
has produced all of those outcomes, though it’s difficult to tell how distressed specific properties 
have become due to the lack of public data on co-op finances…Harvey Epstein, a state 
assemblymember whose district overlaps with Kavanagh’s and contains many low-income co-ops, 
also disagrees with OTDA’s policy. He and others have pushed the agency to extend ERAP to co-
ops. 
 
 
 
 

Costly Broker Fees, Scourge Of NYC Renters, Return With A Vengeance 
September 24, 2021, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz 
 
 

 
Sustainability & resilience 

 

September 27, 2021, Mayor de Blasio Unveils Landmark new Blueprint to Combat 
Extreme Weather 

Mayor Bill de Blasio today released The New Normal: Combatting Storm-Related Extreme Weather in 
New York City, a…report that provides…a new blueprint to prepare for and respond to extreme 
weather. The report was delivered to the mayor by the Extreme Weather Response Task Force, a 
top-level convening of senior leaders across City agencies, along with outside experts on climate 
change and resiliency, directed to compile a new set of protocols and policies to protect New 

https://www.nysfocus.com/2021/09/30/co-op-residents-excluded-erap-rent-relief/
https://www.nysfocus.com/2021/09/30/co-op-residents-excluded-erap-rent-relief/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/11/realestate/covid-coops.html
https://gothamist.com/news/costly-broker-fees-scourge-nyc-renters-return-vengeance
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/651-21/mayor-de-blasio-landmark-new-blueprint-combat-extreme-weather
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/651-21/mayor-de-blasio-landmark-new-blueprint-combat-extreme-weather
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Yorkers from future storms like Hurricane Ida...The mayor also announced the creation of a new 
Extreme Weather Coordinator position in City Hall...Over $2.7 billion in new and accelerated funding 
pledged to support report’s recommendations. Read the report at 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/orr/pdf/publications/WeatherReport.pdf.  
 
 

Curbside organics pickup program needs more buildings to sign up 
The Department of Sanitation has informed Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer that there 
aren’t enough sign-ups in Manhattan community districts to resume curbside organics pick-up in 
Manhattan. So PLEASE, sign up your building for the Curbside Composting Program 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/food-scraps-and-yard-waste-page/overview-residents-
organics.  MBP Brewer’s office is also connecting DSNY to building contacts, management agents, 
block associations, and community-based organizations. If you would like to help us do that, reach 
out at 212-669-8300 or info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov.  
 
 
 

Government, executive orders, legislation, 
rules, policies (including pending) 
 

City of NY Emergency Food Programs: Important Updates 
A reminder that the City has ended provision of Community Grab & Go Meal Service at public 
schools across New York. The City will also be ending its Emergency Food Home-Delivered Meal 
Program (EFD) in October. The City says it is in the process of contacting all New Yorkers who 
participate in the program to identify anyone needing food assistance beyond October. Those New 
Yorkers will be connected to longer-term programs and agencies. Call 311 for food assistance. 
 

 
Deals Will Supply NYC With Hydro, Wind And Solar Power: Mayor 
September 21, 2021, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 
All New York City government will be powered by renewable energy sources by 2025, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said. 

 
 
 

(watch for this in the January legislative session) 
State bill would allow street-vendor free-for-all in NYC 
October 1, 2021, therealdeal.com, by Sasha Jones 
A coalition of advocacy organizations is pushing a state bill to vastly expand street vending across 
New York City...That view is not shared by commercial landlords and the business improvement 
districts that represent them...The state bill...[would provide] for unlimited vending licenses and 
removing location bans, it would vacate street vendors’ records from past citations and 
misdemeanors related to sidewalk vending, reduce fines and limit street vending violations to 
citations...Under the [recent street vendor] bill passed by the City Council in January 2021, the city 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/orr/pdf/publications/WeatherReport.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/food-scraps-and-yard-waste-page/overview-residents-organics
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/food-scraps-and-yard-waste-page/overview-residents-organics
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/ht54a/deals-will-supply-nyc-with-hydro-wind-and-solar-power-mayor
https://therealdeal.com/2021/10/01/advocacy-groups-support-legislation-to-expand-street-vendor-licenses/
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will hand out 400 additional licenses annually for 10 years starting in July 2022, more than doubling 
the number of licenses...The state bill would only apply to New York City. The state legislative 
session will begin in January. 
 
 
 

Max Politics Podcast: City Council Member Carlina Rivera on Hospitals 
Oversight & More 
October 2, 2021, gothamgazette.com, by Gotham Gazette 
 
 
 

Mary Bassett, Former NYC Health Commish, Will Be State's Top Doc 
September 29, 2021, patch.com, by Matt Troutman  
Gov. Kathy Hochul on Wednesday appointed Mary Bassett as the state's new health 
commissioner...starting Dec. 1. 
 
 
 

Week of September 24, 2021, Updates from Rep. Carolyn Maloney, email 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney joined with colleagues to introduce the Protecting Our Democracy Act, voted 
against the bloated and wasteful National Defense Authorization Act, voted to keep the government 
open, and voted to pass the Women’s Health Protection Act – legislation that will statutorily protect 
the right to abortion care nationwide. She also unveiled a new Oversight Committee staff report 
revealing that taxpayers could have saved more than $25 billion on just seven drugs over a five-year 
period if Medicare had been able to negotiate directly with pharmaceutical companies for lower 
drug prices, the way other federal health care programs do. 
 
 

 

The MHNA Discount Program 
 
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts 
at the links below. 
 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

 

General Discounts 

 

 

Our government representatives 
 

https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/10802-max-politics-podcast-city-council-member-carlina-rivera-covid-vaccine-hospitals-oversight-speaker
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/10802-max-politics-podcast-city-council-member-carlina-rivera-covid-vaccine-hospitals-oversight-speaker
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/htt0w/mary-bassett-former-nyc-health-commish-will-be-states-top-doc
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
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When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 
 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757, 
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-
0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov 
 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-
N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 
 

https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
mailto:quartd@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
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New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 

 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar 
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Kathy Hochul, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form, 1-518-474-8390, Office hours: 9am to 5pm, By 
Mail: The Honorable Kathy Hochul, Governor of New York State, NYS State Capitol Building, Albany, 
NY 12224. 
 
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 
 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press 
releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions.  

 
 

Read our Privacy Statement 
 

If you are not a member 
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now 

 
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

 

  
And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc  

in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos! 
 

Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org 
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org 

 
You are receiving this email as a member of 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
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or because you have signed up to receive our emails. 
To be removed from this list, 

send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org  
with “Remove” in the subject. 

 

 
 
 

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org

