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Information that may be of interest… 
May 31, 2021 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a 
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2021.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 
 
 
 

 
The MHNA observes Memorial Day 
Memorial Day is a solemn time to remember and honor those who have fought for the freedoms we 
enjoy and to express gratitude for their sacrifice. 
 

 
 
For the second year, Fleet Week New York will be held virtually on social media, due to ongoing 
concerns with COVID-19. This year’s events will stream May 26–31 on Fleet Week New York’s 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts, or be held via Zoom by the New York Council. Learn 
more at nynavyleague.org/fleet-week-2021.  

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.nynavyleague.org/fleet-week-2021
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Youth Basketball program 

 

 
 
If you have questions about the program, contact Youth Coordination Officer Hakim Constantine, 
17th Precinct, NYPD, 167 East 51st Street, 212-826-3211, Hakim.Constantine@nypd.org. 
Participation and Waiver Form. 

mailto:Hakim.Constantine@nypd.org?subject=Summer%20Basketball%20Program%20for%20Youth
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/BLUE_CHIPS_Paticipation_Registration_and_Waiver_Form_2021.pdf
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Sign the Petition to NYC Mayoral Candidates  
 
 

Our Next Mayor Must Value Preserving Landmarks and 
Neighborhoods 
(This petition was started by Preservation for New York City. The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association endorses this petition.) 
The campaign for Mayor of New York City is in full swing, with primary elections June 22. The next 
Mayor needs to know that historic preservation makes for a better and more resilient NYC. It 
encourages investment and economic development, it’s green, it helps preserve, protect, and uplift 
diverse histories and communities, and makes it easier for longtime residents and small 
businesses to stay in their homes. Big real estate is pouring millions into the Mayoral race, and 
they’re gunning for longstanding landmark and zoning protections that put people and communities 
first. Let the candidates know you want a diverse, sustainable, equitable and beautiful NYC, and that 
historic preservation is a key part of that. Sign the petition to Mayoral candidates sponsored by 
Village Preservation and a coalition of NYC preservation and neighborhood organizations.  
 
Sign the petition chng.it/cRRPvhWwD7. 
 
 
 
 

How you can help 

 

Do you want a green and clean Murray Hill? 
Volunteers are needed for The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association's Green & Clean Committee. 
We need people with good organizing skills who can help organize our events and program 
activities. Contact us if you’d like to help with the Keep Murray Hill Clean Program, Tree 
Replacement Program, cleaning and mulching events and communications. Work with MHNA 
volunteers, social media and newsletter committees, and take charge of an aspect of the 
committee's work. You can have an impact on the beautification of our neighborhood! If interested 
in helping this important cause please email greenandclean@murrayhillnyc.org.  
 

 
Citizen Public Health Training (several dates available) 
New York State’s free new online course to help people recover from the pandemic and prepare for 
future health crises. In partnership with Cornell University, the 16-hour course will focus on health 
communication and community engagement to empower New Yorkers as public health leaders. 
Register at nypublichealth.cornell.edu/nyspublichealth  and preview course materials at 
youtube.com/watch?v=diOOpJZZvQM. 

http://chng.it/cRRPvhWwD7
mailto:greenandclean@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=I%20want%20to%20help%20keep%20Murray%20Hill%20green%20and%20clean!
https://nypublichealth.cornell.edu/nyspublichealth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=diOOpJZZvQM
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Blood Donations Are Urgently Needed  
The NYC blood supply is at a very low level. If you want to donate, a nearby blood center is: 
New York Blood Center - Grand Central (please make an appointment) 
115 East 41st Street, 800-933-2566, nybloodcenter.org 
 
 
 

NYC’s reopening 
 

New York City is in Phase 4 of the coronavirus reopening, but some activities are 

on temporary PAUSE or open with reduced capacity. See New York Forward Phase 4 webpage. 

New York State reopening pages: phases, micro-cluster strategy, travel advisory, testing, etc. at 
forward.ny.gov. 

New York City reopening guidance www1.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/article/reopening-guide. 

New York State coronavirus page coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home. 
 

Key reopening dates 
See NY Forward for guidance and details forward.ny.gov/phase-four-industries.  
 
May 29 Beaches opened on Memorial Day Weekend. 
 
May 31 Curfew is lifted for bar and restaurant indoor service and all events. 
 
June 26 Outdoor pools across the city will open the day after the last day of school. 
 
July 1, Mayor De Blasio set a goal for NYC to be fully reopen (if all goes well with vaccinations and 
community covid rates).  

 
New 
 
Entertainment and sports venues can have 100% capacity for fully vaccinated spectators. 
 

College scholarship raffle for youth who get vaccinated. Gov. Cuomo announced 

that 50 4-year scholarships will be raffled off to people age 12-17 who have been vaccinated and 
those who obtain a shot, 10 winners per week for 5 weeks (through June), beginning May 27.  
Scholarships include tuition, room, board, and a stipend for books, supplies and transportation, for 
any New York State public college or university (CUNY, SUNY, community colleges). Sign up at 
governor.ny.gov/programs/vaccination-scholarship-incentive. Entrants only have to sign up once, 
and they will remain in the pool for each week's drawing. 

https://www.nybloodcenter.org/
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-pause
https://forward.ny.gov/phase-four-industries
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/article/reopening-guide
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://forward.ny.gov/phase-four-industries
https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/vaccination-scholarship-incentive
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May 25, 2021, Governor Cuomo Announces $3.5 Billion in Assistance for 
Renters and Small Businesses  
Rental Assistance Program. The rental assistance program will assist households behind 

on their rent and that have experienced financial hardship, that are at risk of homelessness or 
housing instability and that earn at or below 80 percent of area median income. During the first 30 
days, the program will prioritize the unemployed, those with income at or below 50 percent of area 
median income and other vulnerable populations. After the first 30 days, applications will be 
processed on a first-come, first-served basis, as long as funds remain available. For more 
information, applicants and landlords should visit otda.ny.gov/programs/emergency-rental-
assistance  (ERAP). Once approved, eligible households will receive up to 12 months of past due 
rent. Those eligible could also receive up to 3 months of additional rental assistance, if the 
household spends 30 percent or more of its gross monthly income on rent. The program also will 
provide up to 12 months of utility arrears for eligible applicants. In addition to fiscal relief, ERAP will 
provide significant tenant protections. In order to receive assistance, the landlord must agree to 
waive any late fees due on past-due rent; and not increase the tenant's monthly rent or evict them 
for one year, except in limited circumstances. The program is funded by $2.6 billion in federal 
resources and $100 million of state funding. OTDA is organizing an unprecedented effort to 
establish partnerships with local governments across the state to ensure that community-based 
organizations will provide outreach and direct application assistance in multiple languages to 
potential recipients. This effort will mobilize substantial resources in order to ensure tenants from 
all across the state are aware of ERAP and able to apply. 

Related: Rent Relief Applications Open In New York June 1: What Tenants And 
Landlords Need To Know 

May 28, 2021, patch.com shared from The City, by Allison Dikanovic  
Tenants who face the highest risk of losing their homes and are most in need will be given priority 
for the first 30 days of the program...The application will be available at 
otda.ny.gov/programs/emergency-rental-assistance/#apply,  and the state will have an assistance 
hotline at 844-691-7368. 

 
Small Business Recovery Grant Program. The small business recovery grant program 

will provide funding to small and micro businesses and small for-profit independent arts and 
cultural organizations to help them recover from the economic impact of the pandemic, with priority 
being given to socially and economically disadvantaged business owners, including minority- and 
women-owned business enterprises, service-disabled veteran-owned businesses and veteran-
owned businesses, and businesses located in economically distressed communities. Grants will be 
for a minimum award of $5,000 and a maximum award of $50,000 and will be calculated based on 
a New York State business' annual gross receipts for 2019. Reimbursable COVID-19 related 
expenses must have been incurred between March 1, 2020 and April 1, 2021 and can include: 
Payroll costs, Commercial rent or mortgage payments for NYS-based property, Payment of local 
property or school taxes, Insurance costs, Utility costs, Costs of personal protection equipment 
(PPE) necessary to protect worker and consumer health and safety, Heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC) costs, Other machinery or equipment costs, Supplies and materials necessary 
for compliance with COVID-19 health and safety protocols. ESD has created a website 
esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative  to highlight the various resources available to 
support small businesses seeking pandemic relief. The website will be continuously updated as 
more details and funding information as it becomes available. 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-35-billion-assistance-renters-and-small-businesses
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-35-billion-assistance-renters-and-small-businesses
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/emergency-rental-assistance
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/emergency-rental-assistance
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/hlhbx/rent-relief-applications-open-in-new-york-june-1-what-tenants-and-landlords-need-to-know
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/hlhbx/rent-relief-applications-open-in-new-york-june-1-what-tenants-and-landlords-need-to-know
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/emergency-rental-assistance/#apply
https://esd.ny.gov/business-pandemic-recovery-initiative
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NYS Businesses guidance for face coverings. The CDC has relaxed their guidance for 

face coverings.  Per New York State, businesses may: 
• Require masks and six feet of social distancing for all patrons within their establishment;  

OR 
Require unvaccinated individuals to continue to wear masks and be socially distanced, and 
allow fully vaccinated individuals to not wear face coverings or socially distance. 

• Businesses may require proof of vaccination status  
OR 
may rely on self-reporting (e.g., honor system). 
 

Local laws should still be followed. There are places where masks are still required, such as on 
public transit. 
 
 

SUNY (State University of New York) and CUNY (City University of New York) 
will require proof of vaccination for all students attending in-person classes this fall. 

 
The positive Covid-19 test rate for Murray Hill (zip code 10016) has declined significantly in the past 
weeks.  The snapshot below was taken on May 29, 2021. On Friday Mayor De Blasio announced 
that NYC’s positive covid rate is below 1%, the lowest rate since last September.  
 

 
 
The above data is from the NYC Department of Health website COVID-19 tracker  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page 
The view is the 7-day Percent Positive and Test Rate by ZIP code (for Zip code 10016). 
New York State COVID-19 tracker forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard.  

 

IMPORTANT, there is still no cure for COVID-19. Stop the spread using a 
layered approach: 

• get vaccinated 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page
https://forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard
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• wear face coverings where required, and when you are with people who are not vaccinated 
or if you are not vaccinated (consult your physician if you have health issues) 

• maintain distance (6 feet between people who are not in the same household) 

• practice good hand hygiene 
• stay home if sick (seek care if you feel seriously ill) 

Where community rates of infection are high, limit non-essential activities, travel and indoor 
gatherings with people who are not vaccinated.  

NYS travel advisory coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory. 

 

 

Vaccinations 

Everyone 12 years and older is now eligible for COVID-19 vaccines. Vaccinations are free and are 
now widely available. Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson (1-dose) vaccinations are available. 
Pfizer is the only approved vaccination for people 12 - 17 years old. 

The NYC Vaccine Finder site tells you everywhere in NYC that vaccinations are available, the type(s) 
of vaccination offered, and you can search by zip code and walk-up at  vaccinefinder.nyc.gov. Or 
call 877-VAX-4NYC (877-829-4692). 

All city-run and state mass vaccination sites offer walk-up vaccinations (no appointment necessary, 
on a first-come, first-serve basis for all). Check vaccinefinder.nyc.gov for details. 

Popup walk-in vaccination site in Grand Central Terminal (Vanderbilt Hall, 8am-1pm) and in Penn 
Station (34th Street Corridor closest to entrance at 34th St. and 7th Ave. (3 - 8pm) will be extended 
one week. 

The Ford Foundation Health Center at 320 East 43rd Street has walk-in vaccinations, Monday-
Saturday 9am-5pm. Javits Center on the far west side between 34th & 40th Street almost always has 
appointments and offers Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccinations.  

NYC Health + Hospitals, Bellevue, 462 1st Ave., daily (Includes teens 12+) 

Neighborhood Pharmacies (Walgreens, CVS, RiteAid) are administering vaccinations, and your 

personal doctor may also have vaccines available. Check vaccinefinder.nyc.gov for specifics. 

See the MHNA website page Vaccinations for useful links and phone numbers on how to determine 
your eligibility and schedule an appointment.  

 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11706&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
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Snapshot of data taken 5/29/2021. This data is from www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-
vaccines.page, tap Geography, search for your zip code and hover your cursor over the map for 
information about our neighborhood. 
 
(general mask guidance) Centers for Disease Control - Interim Public Health Recommendations 
for Fully Vaccinated People 
Updated May 13, 2021 cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html  
Local NYS and NYC guidelines are now aligned with CDC guidelines. In addition, your own personal 
health should be a factor in your decision whether to wear a mask when you are with unvaccinated 
people. If you have underlying health conditions or a compromised immune system, you are 
advised to consult your physician. Unvaccinated people should continue to wear masks. 
 

FTC Issues Consumer Tips for Avoiding COVID-19 Vaccine Scams 
Be on the lookout for vaccination scams.  
ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/12/ftc-issues-consumer-tips-avoiding-covid-19-vaccine-
scams  

 
 

CDC Guidance: Interim Public Health Recommendations for Fully Vaccinated People 

 
 

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Regular testing continues to be recommended for unvaccinated people. It may also be required in 
specific situations, even for vaccinated people.  

Sites run by New York State are free  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing, if there will 
be charges, and how long it takes to get test results.  

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-vaccines.page
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/12/ftc-issues-consumer-tips-avoiding-covid-19-vaccine-scams
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/12/ftc-issues-consumer-tips-avoiding-covid-19-vaccine-scams
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you


 
 

9 
 

NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page, 
call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.  

Rapid testing locations (by appointment only) www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-rapid-
testing.page. 

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary, but wait times are 

unpredictable (from no wait to one hour). Be sure that they set up your patient portal so that you 
can get your results. Test results usually come back in 1-2 days.  

 
 

 
Are You Flourishing? Take the Quiz. 
May 4, 2021, nytimes.com 
At Harvard’s Human Flourishing Program, Tyler J. VanderWeele uses this quiz to gauge a person’s 
overall physical, mental and emotional well-being. 

 
 
What Happens When Americans Can Finally Exhale 
May 20, 2021, theatlantic.com, by Ed Yong 
The pandemic’s mental wounds are still wide open. 
[Editor's note: Discusses why we are still feeling emotional even though we are vaccinated and 
activities are opening up.] 

 
 
Visit murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including  
Reopening 
Testing 
Vaccinations 
Neighborhood houses of worship, museums, educational and cultural institutions 
Neighborhood restaurants, food & spirits that are open for delivery & pickup  
Neighborhood retail, health care (including pets) & services that are open 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/05/04/well/mind/languishing-definition-flourishing-quiz.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2021/05/pandemic-trauma-summer/618934/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11601&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11616&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11706&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11564&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11547&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11549&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
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Key lime pie 

 

 
 
It's the season for Steve's Authentic Key Lime Pies, made with all natural ingredients. Stop by the 
Sarge's Deli and enjoy one of these sweet saucers or order with their next-day Nationwide Delivery. 
Use code "SPRING10" at checkout on their Nationwide site for 10% off your entire Nationwide order. 
Sarge's Deli is located at 548 3rd Avenue (between 36th & 37th Street), 212-679-0442, dine in, 
takeout. Order at linktr.ee/sargesdeli.  
 

 

For businesses 
 

The Veterans Small Business Enhancement Act of 2018, Public Law No. 115-416, 

provides eligible small businesses owned and controlled by veterans the opportunity to obtain 
federal surplus property through the program. Surplus property includes vehicles, office equipment, 
and tools that the federal government no longer needs. Learn more at sba.gov/federal-
contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/veteran-assistance-programs.  
 
 

New York Public Library librarians can help with your business research 
A reminder that if you need help in doing research for your business, or figuring out what Library 
resources can help you with your business projects, NYPL librarians are providing 30-minute video 
consultations that are free, confidential, and completely tailored to your needs. Book your 
consultation at nypl.org/help/services/smallbiz/consultation.  And if you don't have a Library card 
or don't live in NY that is no problem, you can still make an appointment and our Librarians will be 
able to help you with your research. 

https://linktr.ee/sargesdeli
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/veteran-assistance-programs
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/veteran-assistance-programs
https://www.nypl.org/help/services/smallbiz/consultation


 
 

11 
 

 
 

The Manhattan Chamber of Commerce is offering Tech Office Hours  

(Free) If you're ready to take your business to the next level, make an appointment for a one-on-one 
consultation with a tech expert to improve your online strategy. Sign up at 
manhattancc.org/common/Events/event_info.cfm?QID=29995&ClientID=11099&ThisPage=EventIn
fo 
 
 

Small businesses can get free face coverings (surgical, KN90, and KN95 masks) 

through the Manhattan Chamber of Commerce. Businesses with 100 or fewer employees can 
arrange a pick-up from the MCC midtown office by emailing helpdesk@manhattancc.org. 
 
 

From Solopreneur to Wealth and Freedom - How to Avoid the Solopreneur’s 
Trap 
(recorded webinar, free) Running time 1 hour, recorded May 20, 2021.  
score.org/event/solopreneur-wealth-and-freedom-how-avoid-solopreneurs-trap.  
 
 

 

Job opportunities or just for fun 
 

Open positions at Bryant Park and 34th Street—Games Host and more 
Games Host is among their most fun and exciting seasonal positions. Hosts manage activity areas 
such as Ping Pong and the Art Cart, and act as ambassadors for our public spaces while interacting 
with visitors. Apply today and enjoy a summer outdoors in one of the world's most dynamic urban 
environments! Apply at bryantpark.org/about-us?mc_cid=206a0ad00b&mc_eid=1165e24a4c#job-
openings. There are also openings for Public Programming Assistant and Events Intern. 

 
 
Participate as a singer, or be a member of the audience 

St. George’s Choral Society Summer Choral Festival - LIVE AND IN PERSON  
Saturday, June 12 at 7pm at St. George’s Church, 4 Rutherford Place, New York, NY (17th 
Street between 2nd & 3rd Avenue near Stuyvesant Square Park). Free and open to the 
public. St. George's Choral Society presents its annual free summer concert. SGCS will 
abide by all Covid-19 guidelines per the State of New York and ensure a socially distanced 
and safe environment. The concert program: Antonín Dvořák: Songs of Nature, sung in 
English; Claude Debussy: Salut Printemps (SSA); Invocation (TTBB), sung in French; Carlos 
Chávez: El Sol, sung in Spanish. The Debussy and Chávez will be accompanied by piano, 
while the Dvořák will be a capella. As always, SGCS encourages people of all skill levels to 
participate in the chorus. For those interested in SGCS’ summer choral festival, you may 
apply online at docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8f9K1DtVNbOjazgf3M_Fr-
acinDBDPaTZFHtgoUVT_ME99w/viewform.  Dues are $175. (There will be a hard cap at 20 

https://www.manhattancc.org/common/Events/event_info.cfm?QID=29995&ClientID=11099&ThisPage=EventInfo
https://www.manhattancc.org/common/Events/event_info.cfm?QID=29995&ClientID=11099&ThisPage=EventInfo
https://nyc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf27f3da34498cc55bd5e1da4&id=8f5543cfb7&e=66758307c5
mailto:helpdesk@manhattancc.org
https://www.score.org/event/solopreneur-wealth-and-freedom-how-avoid-solopreneurs-trap
https://bryantpark.org/about-us?mc_cid=206a0ad00b&mc_eid=1165e24a4c#job-openings
https://bryantpark.org/about-us?mc_cid=206a0ad00b&mc_eid=1165e24a4c#job-openings
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8f9K1DtVNbOjazgf3M_Fr-acinDBDPaTZFHtgoUVT_ME99w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8f9K1DtVNbOjazgf3M_Fr-acinDBDPaTZFHtgoUVT_ME99w/viewform
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members). Rehearsals will run from June 1-12, 2021 and take place at St. George’s Chapel. 
Rehearsals are June 1, June 3, June 8, June 10 7 - 8:30pm, and dress rehearsal Saturday, 
June 12: 2 - 4:30pm. Concert: Saturday, June 12 at 7pm in St. George’s Church (6:00 PM 
call time). For inquiries and any interview requests for SGCS conductor Matthew Lewis, 
please contact Sean Nam at seany90@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

Upcoming events 
 
 
through June 

New York Music Month Extended Play  

Offering free, online events to support the music community and enthusiasts during the pandemic. 
The new events have been added in the program's NYMM Talks, Resources for Musicians, Youth 
Programming and Performances and Workshops categories. The new partners are Atlantic 
Records, Universal Music Group, Songtrust, and The Tin Pan Alley American Popular Music Project. 
Learn more at nymusicmonth.nyc.  
 

 
June 1   6pm 

Informational Town Hall via Zoom and Q&A about Ranked Choice Voting   
Join Council Member Keith Powers and representatives from the NYC Campaign Finance Board 
who will discuss Ranked Choice Voting and the upcoming election, and have your questions 
answered. Questions may be presubmitted and submitted live during the town hall. You will be able 
to join the town hall via Zoom or Facebook Live. Register at 
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8PWG506dSwmHdzfmy3IR-
otrse1Tymd0p3CCNXLfQ1kB7ag/viewform.  
 

 
Wednesdays    7am 

Bryant Park Boot Camp: Early morning high energy core class 
Join The Rise NYC, a community driven pop-up fitness group, for an early morning boot camp. 
Rotations through exercises like crunches, planks, push-ups, burpees, and mountain climbers 
ensure a mixture of cardio and strength training that will keep you coming back, and seeing results. 
No equipment necessary. Learn more bryantpark.org/programs/boot-camp.  
 

 
 
June 2   7 - 9pm  

Primary Election Candidate Debates (Mayoral Democrat) 
WABC-TV. The Primary Election is on June 22; early voting is from June 12-20. The full debate 
schedule is on the New York City Campaign Finance Board's website at nyccfb.info/nyc-
votes/debates. The debates will also be broadcast on NYC Gov/Channel 25.2 (Channel 74 on 
Spectrum and Altice, Channel 24 on FiOS, and Channel 81 on RCN). 

mailto:seany90@gmail.com
https://www.nymusicmonth.nyc/nymm-talks/
https://www.nymusicmonth.nyc/resources-for-musicians/
https://www.nymusicmonth.nyc/youth-programming/
https://www.nymusicmonth.nyc/youth-programming/
https://www.nymusicmonth.nyc/performances-and-workshops/
https://www.nymusicmonth.nyc/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8PWG506dSwmHdzfmy3IR-otrse1Tymd0p3CCNXLfQ1kB7ag/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8PWG506dSwmHdzfmy3IR-otrse1Tymd0p3CCNXLfQ1kB7ag/viewform
https://bryantpark.org/programs/boot-camp
http://nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/debates
http://nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/debates
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Important election dates 
June 2 Deadline to change your address to vote in the Primary Election (normally 25 days prior to 
the election). If your address has changed recently, you must re-register vote.nyc/page/register-
vote.  
June 2 Candidate profiles posted on the NYC Campaign Finance Board website voting.nyc/meet-
the-candidates.  
June 12-20 Early voting for the Primary Election. Check your polling places online at 
vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered.  
June 15 Deadline to request an absentee ballot for the Primary Election vote.nyc/page/absentee-
voting-0.  
June 22 Primary Election Day. Check your polling places online at vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered.  
June 22. Deadline to return your absentee ballot.  
June 29 Deadline for the NYC Board of Elections to receive absentee ballots. 
You can check your registration status and find your polling places at vote.nyc/page/am-i-
registered.   
Useful links: NYC BOE website vote.nyc. NYC Campaign Finance Board nyccfb.info (candidate 
profiles coming June 2). 
Learn more about election deadlines at 
murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=30003&ClientID=11037&subsection=sid
ebar.  
 

 
June 3    9:30am   public meeting 
June 15  4 - 7pm   public hearing  
June 17  5 - 9pm   public hearing  
June 23  7pm   public meeting and final vote on lease adjustments for rent-stabilized units 

Information, Meetings, and Hearings on Proposed Rent Guidelines for Rent-
Stabilized Units 
The NYC Rent Guidelines Board has released its proposed rent guidelines for rent-stabilized 
apartments, lofts, and hotels for the upcoming one-year period starting on October 1, 2021 and 
ending on September 30, 2022. NYC Rent Guidelines Board proposed guidelines 
rentguidelinesboard.cityofnewyork.us/2021-proposed-guidelines.  
 

 
June 3    5 - 6pm 

Bryant Park Spring Birding Tours Final Day 
Led by our friends at New York City Audubon, free Spring Birding Tours have only one open session 
left in their Spring series. Learn more and register at 
nycaudubon.z2systems.com/np/clients/nycaudubon/event.jsp?event=2333&.  Tours are capped at 
20 participants. 
 

 

https://www.vote.nyc/page/register-vote
https://www.vote.nyc/page/register-vote
https://www.voting.nyc/meet-the-candidates
https://www.voting.nyc/meet-the-candidates
https://www.vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered
https://www.vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0
https://www.vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting-0
https://www.vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered
https://vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered
https://vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered
https://www.vote.nyc/
http://nyccfb.info/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=30003&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=30003&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://rentguidelinesboard.cityofnewyork.us/2021-proposed-guidelines
https://nycaudubon.z2systems.com/np/clients/nycaudubon/event.jsp?event=2333&
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June 3   7pm 

Race to City Hall Candidates Forum — Manhattan Borough President 
City & State NY, PIX11 and 92Y Present: Candidates Lindsey Boylan, Elizabeth Caputo, NY State 
Senator Brad Holyman, NYC Council Member Mark Levine, and NYC Council Member Ben Kallos 
with City & State NY’s Ralph Ortega; Additional candidates to be announced. Register at 
92y.org/event/manhattan-borough-president-candidates-forum.  Free. Donations welcome.  
 
 

https://www.92y.org/event/manhattan-borough-president-candidates-forum
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_thJ53X9oQDy4zfaUcrm_hA
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June 4  deadline 

Youth Against Hate Poster Contest 
Manhattan District Attorney Cy Vance's office is holding a Youth Against Hate Poster Contest. 
Public school students in grades 6-8 can enter. The winning school will receive a $1,000 prize to be 
used for continued anti-hate initiatives at their school. All posters must be submitted by June 4th. 
You can learn more details about the poster contest at manhattanda.org/event/kids-against-
violence.  
 

 
June 8 

Registration for the NYC marathon opens 
The New York City Marathon will return for its 50th running this year on November 7. The NYC 
Marathon—the world's biggest—will return with 33,000 runners permitted. Learn more at 
nyrr.org/tcsnycmarathon.  
 

 
June 9   6pm  Queens Zoom Hearing 
June 14  6pm Bronx Zoom Hearing 
June 16  6pm  Manhattan Zoom Hearing 

Advisory Commission on Property Tax Reform Public Hearings 
The NYC Advisory Commission on Propery Tax Reform is now seeking input from the public on its 
initial 10 recommendations on changes to the property tax laws. The goal of the changes is to 
address inequities in the current system and create a simpler, clearer and fairer property tax 
system. All New Yorkers are urged to read the report, attend a public hearing, and make your voices 
heard. Your feedback will be critical to the Commission as it develops its final recommendations. 
You can attend the hearing for any borough. Flyer in English 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/propertytaxreform/downloads/pdf/2021-Outreach-Advisory-Queens.pdf.  If 
you wish to testify, you must sign up on the Commission’s website no later than 24-hours in 
advance of a hearing. Testimonies should be no longer than 2 minutes. Sign up at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/propertytaxreform/contact/property-tax-reform-hearing-registration.page.  You 
are not required to speak, and can upload your written testimony on the same page, or email it to  
PropTaxInfo@propertytaxcommission.nyc.gov. All hearings will be broadcast to the NYC Council’s 
virtual hearing rooms, with a link on the Commission’s website: 
www1.nyc.gov/site/propertytaxreform/index.page. Prior hearings will be recorded and available to 
view on the hearings page. To request interpretation services please email 
PropTaxInfo@propertytaxcommission.nyc.gov or call 212-676-3072 by 5pm three business days 
before the hearing. For ASL, or to request an accommodation for a disability, please email or call by 
5pm five business days before the hearing. Preliminary Report (72 pages) 
www1.nyc.gov/site/propertytaxreform/report/preliminary-report.page.  

Related: NYC property tax reform advocates call for DOJ intervention 

May 25, 2021, therealdeal.com, by Suzannah Cavanaugh 
After more than a year of frustrated efforts in the state court system, Tax Equity Now New York’s 
latest attempt at property tax reform is an appeal to the federal government. In a letter sent 
Thursday, the coalition implored the Department of Justice to challenge the city’s tax structure 
under the Fair Housing Act...At the time, a TENNY spokesperson vowed that the group would 
continue fighting in state court. But since then, reform has gained some renewed attention at the 

https://www.manhattanda.org/event/kids-against-violence
https://www.manhattanda.org/event/kids-against-violence
https://www.nyrr.org/tcsnycmarathon
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/propertytaxreform/downloads/pdf/2021-Outreach-Advisory-Queens.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/propertytaxreform/contact/property-tax-reform-hearing-registration.page
mailto:PropTaxInfo@propertytaxcommission.nyc.gov
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/propertytaxreform/index.page
mailto:PropTaxInfo@propertytaxcommission.nyc.gov
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/propertytaxreform/report/preliminary-report.page
https://therealdeal.com/2021/05/25/nyc-property-tax-reform-advocates-call-for-doj-intervention
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local level...Mayor Bill de Blasio pledged to revive his administration’s efforts to address property 
tax reform more than a year after releasing a series of recommendations as part of a preliminary 
report...Public hearings finally resumed this month...In the letter ...TENNY policy director Martha 
Stark asked the Justice Department to consider the discriminatory nature of the city’s property 
taxes...Communities of color, Stark argued, are taxed at higher rates than majority-white areas as a 
result of a “dizzying array of valuation methods, caps, adjustments, abatements, and other 
features.”...But a new White House administration could be of help. President Joe Biden specifically 
addressed the topic in a January memorandum on discriminatory housing practices, calling out the 
“persistent undervaluation of properties owned by families of color” and committing to reexamine 
the Trump administration’s repeal of an Obama-era rule that compelled local municipalities to take 
steps to remove barriers to affordable housing. 
 

 
June 9    6:30pm 

Comptroller Citywide Debate 
Hosted by Schneps Media's PoliticsNY.com, amNY Metro and other leading local media outlets. 
Register at us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_w0EFr-YOSx-2d-cy_KBthA. Sponsored by 
AARP. 

 

 
June 10    1pm 

(for businesses) Manhattan Chamber of Commerce Virtual Event Series: New 
York City's Comeback 
In the wake of the pandemic, the series, "New York City's Comeback," is focused on the four most 
critical ways to accelerate the city's economic recovery. Moderated by Jessica Walker, the 
Chamber's President and CEO. 
Attracting Back Remote Workers (June 10) Register at app.livestorm.co/manhattan-chamber-of-
commerce/new-york-citys-comeback-attracting-back-remote-workers. 
 
 

 
June 10   5-7pm 
July 8      5-7pm 

Rat Academy Community Training 
(Free & virtual) pest control training presented by NYC's Department of Health. The Community 
Training Course discusses safe and effective methods for rat prevention in your home and 
community. This training is available to everyone, but it may be especially helpful for: 
Superintendents and building staff, Property managers and owners, Neighborhood associations, 
Community gardeners, Local businesses. To sign up for community-based training register at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/rats-control-training.page. For more information on how to host 
or sponsor  training, email ratportal@health.nyc.gov or call 311. There is also a 3-day Pest Control 
class for professionals. Learn more at www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/rats-control-training.page.  
 

 

(for restaurants) June 11 deadline to sign up to participate in NYC Summer 
Restaurant Week 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_w0EFr-YOSx-2d-cy_KBthA
https://app.livestorm.co/manhattan-chamber-of-commerce/new-york-citys-comeback-attracting-back-remote-workers
https://app.livestorm.co/manhattan-chamber-of-commerce/new-york-citys-comeback-attracting-back-remote-workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/rats-control-training.page
mailto:ratportal@health.nyc.gov
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/rats-control-training.page
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NYC Summer Restaurant Week July 19-August 15: There is no cost to participate this season. Any 
restaurant in the five boroughs may participate. Mastercard Exclusive Pre-Booking: July 7–11, 
Reservations Open/Press Announcement: July 12, Monday–Friday mandatory; Sunday optional; 
Saturday excluded. Restaurants may opt in for 1, 2, 3 or all 4 weeks of the program. Restaurants 
may opt to offer lunch only, dinner only or both. Participants must offer at least one of the following 
three price tiers: $21 per person Lunch OR Dinner, $39 per person Lunch OR Dinner, $125 per person 
Signature Dining Experience, taxes and gratuity not included. Restaurants can sign up at 
business.nycgo.com/nyc-restaurant-week-sign-up.  
 
 

 
June 16   6pm 

Bystander Intervention Virtual Training 
(virtual) Join The NYC Anti-Violence Project and the office of NYC City Council Speaker Corey 
Johnson for a Bystander Intervention Training. It's important to show up for our community and the 
most vulnerable among us. Learn how to assess safety and use verbal de-escalation tactics and 
methods for intervening against violence. Register at us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIoc-
Grrj8uGtOcXhDn-igYJnAnLu8ubArS.  Sponsored by NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson and The 
New York City Anti-Violence Project. 
 

 

 
 
June 27    1:30 – 3pm 

Walking Tour of Historic Murray Hill 
(in person event) Walk around Historic Murray Hill with a knowledgeable guide and learn about its 
many historic landmarks, including the Union League Club, The Morgan Library, the Polish 
Consulate and others. The tour also features information about the well-known architects who 
designed them, and the famous people who once called this neighborhood home. Tour guides will 
focus on the architectural qualities of the buildings as well as the historic evolution of the 
neighborhood and its preservation as a residential oasis in Midtown Manhattan. The historic Murray 
Hill neighborhood is from 34th Street to 42nd Street and from Madison Avenue to Third Avenue. 
Your tour guide will be Laurie Sexton. Reserve your spot now, as there will be a maximum of 8 
people on this tour. Please wear a mask and practice social distancing while on the tour. The 
walking tour program is organized by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association's Preservation & 
Design Committee. Tickets are $10 for MHNA members/$20 for non-members. Register for the 
tour. 
 

https://business.nycgo.com/nyc-restaurant-week-sign-up/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIoc-Grrj8uGtOcXhDn-igYJnAnLu8ubArS
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIoc-Grrj8uGtOcXhDn-igYJnAnLu8ubArS
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=30057&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=30057&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar


 
 

18 
 

 
June 27 deadline 

NYC Public Artists in Residence Program (PAIR) 
Artists are invited to apply for the program, which embeds artists in City agencies for at least a year 
to propose and implement solutions to pressing civic challenges. See available opportunities with 
the NYC Depts. of Sanitation, Design and Construction, and Records and Information at 
nyculture.submittable.com/submit  
 
 
through June 30 

Applications Now Open for 2021 Grand Central Holiday Fair 
The application period is now open for Grand Central Terminal's 2021 Grand Central Holiday Fair. 
Neighborhood artists, artisans and entrepreneurs are invited to apply. Learn more and apply at 
grandcentralterminal.com/holiday-fair-vendor-applicants/.  This year's Holiday Fair will run from 
November 15 through December 24. 
 

 

Kudos to Murray Hill public schools (partial 
listing)! 

 

COVID-19 Report Card for PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray. No new positive tests in 

the last 7 days. Six positive tests were reported since September 2020 (3 students, 3 teacher/staff). 
Total On-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=304. Total Off-site Students Enrolled + 
Teachers/Staff=172. 
 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for The River School. No new positive tests in the last 14 days. 

Seven positive tests were reported since September 2020 (4 students, 3 teacher/staff). Total On-
site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=354. Total Off-site Students Enrolled + 
Teachers/Staff=161. 
 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for Murray Hill Academy. No new positive tests in the last 7 

days. Three positive tests (2 teacher/staff, 1 student) since September 2020. Total On-site Students 
Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=82. Total Off-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=211. 
 
 
 

Changes in the neighborhood 
 

Governor Cuomo announced on May 27 that the major work for the East Side 
Access Project is completed. The opening is scheduled for next year. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dcla/publicart/pair.page#:~:text=Public%20Artists%20in%20Residence%20(PAIR)%20is%20a%20municipal%20residency%20program,solutions%20to%20pressing%20civic%20challenges.&text=The%20final%20artist%20selection%20is,a%20minimum%20of%20one%20year
https://nyculture.submittable.com/submit
https://www.grandcentralterminal.com/holiday-fair-vendor-applicants/
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010116;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010281;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200011432;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
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East Side Access concourse below Grand Central Terminal 
 
Learn more at the MTA's East Side Access website new.mta.info/projects/east-side-access  

 
 

 
[From Left to Right] Le Pavillon's Executive Chef Team Will Nacev, Daniel Boulud, and Michael Balboni - Photo by 
Thomas Schauer 

Michelin-Star Chef Daniel Boulud Debuts ‘Le Pavillon’ At One Vanderbilt In 
Midtown, Manhattan 
May 20, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris 
[C]hef Daniel Boulud and SL Green celebrated the opening of Le Pavillon, an 11,000-square-foot 
culinary oasis at One Vanderbilt. The restaurant occupies the tower’s second floor at the corner of 
Vanderbilt Avenue and 42nd Street. Designed by Brazilian architect and film director Isay Weinfeld 
alongside international design studio Kohn Pedersen Fox, the interior spaces offer lush greenery, 
live trees, and foliage throughout the entire dining room. The venue can accommodate 120 seated 
guests...“I can’t think of a more fitting moment to open Le Pavillon,” said chef Daniel Boulud. 
“Despite the many, many challenges that we have faced in the last year, our commitment to 
creating this dining destination never wavered, and in fact, we are more certain than ever that this 
celebration of cuisine, nature, and architecture is exactly what New Yorkers need right now. It is my 
sincere hope that this is an opportunity to celebrate New York City for all of us.” 

https://new.mta.info/projects/east-side-access
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/05/michelin-star-chef-daniel-boulud-debuts-le-pavillion-at-one-vanderbilt-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/05/michelin-star-chef-daniel-boulud-debuts-le-pavillion-at-one-vanderbilt-in-midtown-manhattan.html
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Le Pavillon’ Main Dining Room – Photo by Thomas Schauer 
 

 

Cipriani Dolci has reopened in Grand Central Terminal on the west balcony, just 

inside the Vanderbilt Avenue entrance, with a view of Grand Central's Main Concourse. Open daily 
from 11:30am for lunch, after-work drinks, dinner, and weekend brunch. Call 212-973-0999 to book 
a table, or online at cipriani.com/us/cipriani-dolci-ny.  
 
 

 

 
429-437 Second Avenue in Kips Bay, Manhattan via Google Maps 

Demo Permits Filed For 429-437 Second Avenue In Kips Bay, Manhattan 
May 26, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Vanessa Londono 
Full demolition permits have been filed for 429, 433, and 437 Second Avenue in Kips Bay, 
Manhattan. A single building with 160 feet of frontage encompasses the three adjacent lots on the 
southwest corner of Second Avenue and East 25th Street...According to the filing, the property is 
owned by Michael Speiser of The Speiser Organization under the Speiser LP. A 17,023-square-foot, 

https://www.cipriani.com/us/cipriani-dolci-ny
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/05/demo-permits-filed-for-429-437-second-avenue-in-kips-bay-manhattan.html
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three-story building on the site currently houses Mount Sinai Beth Israel Methadone Clinic. The 34-
foot-tall structure was built in 1925. 
 

 
315 East 46th Street, designed by Skidmore Owings & Merrill 

Skidmore Owings & Merrill’s 315 East 46th Street Wraps Up Construction In 
Turtle Bay, Manhattan 
May 30, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
Construction is now complete on 315 East 46th Street, the new nine-story home of the Permanent 
Mission of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations in Turtle Bay, Midtown East. Designed by 
Skidmore Owings & Merrill and developed by Fisher Brothers, the 145-foot-tall structure is located 
between First and Second Avenues, a short walk from the United Nations...One well crafted detail 
that had not been spotted until now is a feathered motif above the canopy that runs along the 
indented rectilinear frame around the ground floor. 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/05/skidmore-owings-merrills-315-east-46th-street-wraps-up-construction-in-turtle-bay-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/05/skidmore-owings-merrills-315-east-46th-street-wraps-up-construction-in-turtle-bay-manhattan.html
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315 East 46th Street. Photo by Michael Young 
 

 

Housing, offices & affordability 
 

Mayor's Last-Minute Change To Homeless Bill Leaves "Glaring" Hole In Rent 
Voucher Program 
May 28, 2021, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz 
When the City Council voted on Thursday to increase the value of a rental voucher program, they 
framed the decision as a dramatic step to stem the rising tide of homelessness in New York 
City...Council Member Stephen Levin, is now acknowledging issues in the final product, and 
accusing Mayor Bill de Blasio of inserting last-minute language that will blunt the impact of the 
proposed overhaul...The controversy centers around a rental voucher program known as 
CityFHEPS. For years, the program capped subsidies below market rate...The goal of the legislation 
was to align the voucher system with Section 8, a federal program seen as a model of success in 
New York City. Under the bill, the maximum voucher for a single adult would increase from $1,265 
to $1,945 a month. The benefit for a family of three or four would jump 40% — from $1,580 a month 
to $2,217 for a two-bedroom apartment...Under a new version of the bill introduced last week, the 
vouchers will expire once a person earns 250% of the federal poverty limit, or just above New York 
City’s minimum wage. 
 

 

https://gothamist.com/news/mayors-last-minute-change-homeless-bill-leaves-glaring-hole-rent-voucher-program
https://gothamist.com/news/mayors-last-minute-change-homeless-bill-leaves-glaring-hole-rent-voucher-program
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Housing advocates rally for Queens lawmaker’s hotel conversion bill 
May 26, 2021, queenseagle.com, by Jacob Kaye 
Lawmakers, tenants and homeless New Yorkers rallied in support of a bill in the state legislature 
that would transform old hotels into affordable and permanent housing...The Housing Our 
Neighbors with Dignity Act, sponsored by Queens legislator Michael Gianaris in the Senate, would 
allow for the state to buy distressed commercial real estate in order to create affordable housing in 
cities in New York State with a population of one million or more people...The number of single 
adults experiencing homelessness in New York City reached an all-time high in February of this 
year, with over 20,800 people sleeping in city shelters that month...The bill is currently in committee 
in the Senate. 
[Editor’s note: If you would like to weigh in on this issue, please contact your elected representatives 
in Albany (Senator and Assembly Member) and City Council Member. Their contact information is 
at the bottom of this document.] 
 
 

Transportation 

 

Court halts MTA’s approval of $579 million Access-A-Ride contract 
May 26, 2021, nydailynews.com, by Clayton Guse 
A court ruling on Wednesday forced the MTA board to halt approval of a $579 million contract that 
would fundamentally change the agency’s Access-A-Ride program for years to come. Transit 
officials sought approval to give four companies the exclusive rights to complete brokered 
paratransit trips, which dispatch wheelchair-accessible taxicabs and vans to transport disabled 
riders instead of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s blue and white buses...Most Access-A-
Ride trips offered through the MTA’s website, phone lines or the new brokered services must be 
booked a day ahead. But the on-demand trips have allowed hundreds of disabled New Yorkers to 
get affordable rides whenever they need them...The program was so popular—and costly—that the 
MTA in 2019 reduced the discount for the cab rides, covering the first $15 of each trip instead of 
charging users a flat $2.75. Many rides cost far more than $15. 
 
 
 

Biden administration approves a crucial element of Gateway project 
May 28, 2021, politico.com, by Danielle Muoio  
The Biden administration has approved the environmental impact statement for the Hudson Tunnel 
Project, marking a major milestone in the multi-year Gateway Program effort to repair tunnels that 
were damaged by Superstorm Sandy and expand rail capacity between New York and New Jersey. 
The move will allow New York and New Jersey officials behind the $11.6 billion tunnel project to 
move forward with pre-construction activities like property acquisition, engineering and federal 
design development. It will also allow parties behind the project to request federal funding, which 
hasn’t been allocated to date...As currently conceived, Gateway officials would first build a new 
tunnel under the Hudson River — adding two tracks into Penn Station — before beginning repairs on 
the existing passages that were damaged by Superstorm Sandy. Once complete, the four tracks 
would offer additional rail capacity and redundancy. But last December, New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo touted a report that said the existing tunnels under the Hudson River could be repaired 
without taking them out of service. On Thursday, Cuomo again argued for federal officials to 

https://queenseagle.com/all/housing-advocates-rally-for-queens-lawmakers-hotel-conversion-bill
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/ny-paratransit-broker-service-mta-access-a-ride-20210526-paekwcjvxfe2vpygahlniyyqly-story.html
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york/city-hall/story/2021/05/28/biden-administration-approves-a-crucial-element-of-gateway-project-1384453
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consider the approach and threatened to withhold funds if not...Still, Amtrak officials said they 
prefer to move forward with the plan as initially conceived. New Jersey Transit previously voiced 
opposition to the approach pushed by Cuomo. 
 

 

Schools 
 

 
Apply Now! 

Paid College Seminar for High School Students: Freedom & Citizenship (June 
29 - July 23) 

This 4-week seminar, offered by Columbia University, is a free four-week academic enrichment 
program for New York City high school students that introduces them to college-level work in the 
humanities and prepares them for lives as informed, responsible citizens. This year, the program is 
offering a $1,000 stipend to support students who would otherwise have worked during July. The 
program also offers college application guidance in the fall, and a year-long civic leadership project. 
Preference is given to applicants from low-income homes, or who would be the first in their family 
to attend college. Apply at freedomandcitizenship.columbia.edu/home  

 
 

August 31 deadline  

Excelsior Scholarship for CUNY and SUNY students 
(also Dream Act) 
SUNY and CUNY students whose families make up to $125,000 annually can apply for tuition-free 
college through the NYS Excelsior Scholarship. Current Excelsior Scholarship recipients shouldn’t 
complete this application. Learn more and apply at hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/financial-aid/types-
of-financial-aid/nys-grants-scholarships-awards/the-excelsior-scholarship.html.  

 

 

Applications are now open  
Summer Rising is New York City’s free summer program for any child in grades K–8, including 

students with disabilities, who wants to participate. If your student is a New York City resident but 
does not attend a DOE school, you can still apply to a program that is in your neighborhood. 
Students will participate in academic classes, field trips, arts activities and outdoor recreation. 
Programs will be run by local school leaders and trusted community-based organizations, and will 
offer breakfast, lunch, and a snack.  

Rising kindergarteners through seniors can sign up for the free program at the “discover DYCD” 
website. 
Elementary students can participate five days a week for seven weeks (July 6 - Aug. 20) 

https://neighbors.columbia.edu/news/freedom-and-citizenship-provides-paid-college-seminar-local-high-school-students
https://freedomandcitizenship.columbia.edu/home
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/financial-aid/types-of-financial-aid/nys-grants-scholarships-awards/the-excelsior-scholarship.html
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/financial-aid/types-of-financial-aid/nys-grants-scholarships-awards/the-excelsior-scholarship.html
https://discoverdycd.dycdconnect.nyc/home
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Middle school students can participate four days a week for six weeks (July 6 - Aug. 13) 
High school students with incomplete work or who failed a class can participate in academic 
instruction for six weeks, in person or online (July 6 - Aug. 13) 

Students with disabilities entitled to 12-months of schooling will have five days a week of 
instruction related to their Individualized Education Programs as well as enrichment activities run 
by community organizations. They can participate in person or have an online option. 

 

 

Parents react with relief and outrage after NYC ditches remote instruction 
next fall 
May 24, 2021, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Alex Zimmerman 
Parents, students, and educators reacted with mixed emotions after Mayor Bill de Blasio announced 
that New York City’s district schools will not offer a remote learning option to families this 
September...City officials announced on Monday that every school will begin holding open houses 
next month to answer parents’ questions and help make them feel comfortable returning...This 
year, enrollment in the city’s district schools dropped 4%; it’s unclear what effect the mayor’s 
elimination of remote schooling may have on enrollment patterns next year. 

 

 
Elections & voting 
 

Where They Stand: Compare NYC Mayoral Candidates On The Issues 
May 27, 2021, gothamgazette.com, by Gotham Gazette 
Use the interactive tool…to compare the eight leading Democratic candidates for Mayor on a variety 
of issues. Choose up to three candidates at a time on up to five issues at a time. This comparison 
tool, brought to you by Gotham Gazette and The Daily News, is being regularly updated as the 
primary unfolds and candidates continue to offer their stances and proposals on major issues 
facing New Yorkers and the city. [tap the link on the article name] 
 
 

State Board of Elections Approves Software To Tabulate Ranked-Choice 
Primary Results 
May 25, 2021, gothamist.com, by Brigid Bergin, WNYC 
It may take until mid-July to know who has won all the New York City primary contests, but at least 
elections officials won’t need to hand count tens of thousands of ballots. The New York State Board 
of Elections finally issued its unanimous approval on Tuesday for the city to use software to 
tabulate the ranked-choice vote results. The approval comes after more than 18 months of back 
and forth between the city and state over the process required to test and implement the Universal 
Ranked-Choice Voting Tabulator, the software selected by the city which was developed by a non-
partisan non-profit called The Ranked Choice Resource Center. It wasn’t until January of this year 

https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2021/5/24/22452134/remote-learning-nyc-schools
https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2021/5/24/22452134/remote-learning-nyc-schools
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/10482-where-they-stand-compare-nyc-mayoral-candidates-on-issues
https://gothamist.com/news/state-board-elections-approves-software-tabulate-ranked-choice-primary-results
https://gothamist.com/news/state-board-elections-approves-software-tabulate-ranked-choice-primary-results
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that state officials finally agreed to allow the mandatory testing and certification to take place...As 
it always does, the city BOE plans to release unofficial election night results when the polls close on 
Tuesday, June 22nd, which will include the results based on in-person voting during the early voting 
period (June 12th - June 20th) and on Primary Day. City elections officials do not plan to run 
ranked-choice tallies on Primary Night...Beginning the evening of Primary Day, city election officials 
will post the number of absentee ballots mailed out and returned with daily updates through June 
29th, the last day a valid absentee ballot can be received. However, recent changes to state law that 
would allow a voter to fix certain absentee ballot mistakes means that “cured” absentee ballots 
could still be coming in as late as July 9th, with final results not expected until the week of July 
12th. As of Tuesday, the city has mailed out more than 126,000 absentee ballots for the upcoming 
primary election. 
 
 
 

Mayoral hopeful Kathryn Garcia backs lifting city charter school cap 
May 24, 2021, nypost.com, by David Meyer 
Mayoral candidate Kathryn Garcia wants Albany to expand the number of New York City charter 
schools...Garcia’s comments put her with Ray McGuire as the only Democratic mayoral candidates 
to express full-throated support for raising the cap, which could not be done without approval from 
state leaders in Albany...entrepreneur Andrew Yang...said he would start by opening new schools 
with dormant charter licenses. “That’s my first move, to try and get those already authorized 
charters used”...Yang’s position echoed that of fellow polling leader Brooklyn Borough President 
Eric Adams...Adams told The Post earlier this month that the city should “identify those charter 
schools that are failing and those are the schools we need to replace with the schools who are 
doing a good job.” 
 

 
Budget, taxes, government, rules, legislation, 
executive orders (including pending) 
 

5/19/2021 Relief for New York City's Hotel Industry. Mayor Bill de Blasio signed an 

Executive Order eliminating the 5.875% hotel room occupancy tax rate for a three-month period, 
from June 1, 2021 to August 31, 2021. The relief provided by the tax rate reduction is designed to 
help accelerate the recovery of the hotel industry, which has been particularly hit hard by the 
pandemic. 
 
 

The federal COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act was signed into law. Learn more at  

whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/05/20/remarks-by-president-biden-at-
signing-of-the-covid-19-hate-crimes-act. [New York’s Rep. Carolyn Maloney, Senators Gillibrand and 
Schumer] 
 
 
 

https://nypost.com/2021/05/24/kathryn-garcia-backs-lifting-city-charter-school-cap/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/05/20/remarks-by-president-biden-at-signing-of-the-covid-19-hate-crimes-act
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/05/20/remarks-by-president-biden-at-signing-of-the-covid-19-hate-crimes-act


 
 

27 
 

FACT SHEET: President Biden Signs Executive Order Charting New Course to 
Improve the Nation’s Cybersecurity and Protect Federal Government 
Networks 
 
 

 
As Latest Reforms Head to Voters for Approval, Advocates Celebrate 
Passage of Extensive Election Package 
May 13, 2021, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid 
The New York State Assembly…approved two bills that would amend the state constitution to make 
significant changes to voting laws, and the proposals will now go to voters on this fall’s ballot. One 
would allow voters to request “no excuse” absentee ballots, opening up voting by mail to all. The 
other would allow voters to register to vote and cast a ballot on the same day. The bills...now head 
to voters across the state for their approval or disapproval as questions on the 2021 general 
election ballot. 
 
 

 

Stories we are following 

 

Times Square Shooting 
May 11, 2021, nextdoor.com, From District Leader Marisa Redanty 
Since last summer, after founding the Hell's Kitchen Neighborhood Action Committee with co chair 
Holly Anne Devlin, our consistent work with the NYPD, Dept. of Homeless Services and other 
outreach organizations has been eye opening.  My committee along with other neighborhood 
advocates have learned much about our present situation. We've learned that drug dealers both 
small time and cartel size have taken root in Midtown and Hell's Kitchen. Besides setting up shop, 
here they have found ways to infiltrate the shelter system. Along with that disturbing fact, gun 
trafficking coming from mostly southern states has grown beyond anything seen in recent memory.  
NYC shootings has gone up by 80% since the same time last year. Last year the percentage was 
already alarming. 
The incident in Times Square is disturbing but not surprising to those of us flagging, screaming and 
pushing to get more protection on the streets through foot patrols, urging the return of undercover 
police and discussing how we can give NYPD tools to arrest without allowing unchecked police 
brutality. As it stands, the new laws (Albany) threw out the baby with the bath water. 
Community Policing is one answer (as you know the 8 for 8 program the Hell's Kitchen 
Neighborhood Action Committee and I created was enormously successful) but not the only 
solution. 
Latest update: The perpetrator of the Times Square shooting is known to police and an arrest may 
be very soon… 
However, this is a wake up call. We MUST get more protection for our citizens.   
I believe State and City Mental Health Hospitals MUST be established and those souls who are 
troubled should be admitted for at least 14 days. 
Thank you for your support. Stay Tuned. 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/05/12/fact-sheet-president-signs-executive-order-charting-new-course-to-improve-the-nations-cybersecurity-and-protect-federal-government-networks/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/05/12/fact-sheet-president-signs-executive-order-charting-new-course-to-improve-the-nations-cybersecurity-and-protect-federal-government-networks/
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/10471-advocates-major-state-voting-election-reforms-new-york
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/10471-advocates-major-state-voting-election-reforms-new-york
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=186476147&cp=0&s=tpd&pinned_post=true&section=posts&ct=wubVYu64xN0ZcJ6YtGEQJcC8lXt-mYVQJvUu8OYWBRKeGQO5vQMnKuO5bP9Al3ZY&ec=VxSJFbPbudqm3RmbqsRSIdKGxZqCXtJSS-0vyqMERec%3D
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The MHNA Discount Program 
 
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts 
at the links below. 
 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

 

General Discounts 

 

 

Our government representatives 
 
When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 
 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757, 
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-
0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov 
 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
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Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-
N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 

 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar 
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  
 
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 
 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press 
releases, White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions.  

 

 
Read our Privacy Statement 

https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
mailto:hoylman@nysenate.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
mailto:quartd@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.governor.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
file:///C:/Users/Stanley%20Sheran/Dropbox/MHNA/Newsletter/2020/Weekly%20newsletters/maloney.house.gov
https://maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0
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If you are not a member 

or your membership has lapsed  
please join/renew now 

  
 

Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org 
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org 

 
You are receiving this email as a member of 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

or because you have signed up to receive our emails. 
To be removed from this list, 

send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org  
with “Remove” in the subject. 

 

 
 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/join
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove
http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/MHNAnyc/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org

