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Information that may be of interest… 
January 25, 2020 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a service to 
our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the 
News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2021.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations! to President Joe Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and our Senator 

Chuck Schumer, who is  the first Senate Majority Leader from New York. We wish them well! 
 
 

 

In memoriam. [in State Senator Liz Krueger's words] Monday, January 18th, marked the one-year 

anniversary of the first COVID-19 case being identified in the United States. And on Wednesday, January 
20th, we passed another grim milestone—more Americans are confirmed to have died from COVID-19 in 
the past year than were killed in the entire course of the Second World War. This pandemic has turned our 
lives upside down in ways that few could have expected or believed. I would like to take a moment to honor 
the people we have lost, to offer comfort and solace to their loved ones, and to extend wishes for the 
strength and stamina we need to cross the finish line of this marathon pandemic. 
 
 
 
 

Blood Donations Are Urgently Needed  
The NYC blood supply is at a very low level. If you want to donate, a nearby blood center is: 
New York Blood Center - Grand Central (please make an appointment) 
115 East 41st Street, 800-933-2566, nybloodcenter.org 
 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.nybloodcenter.org/
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Welcoming a new MHNA businesses member 
 

Spencer Lew, DDS, PLLC, 212-286-1717, 30 East 40th Street, Suite 706. nycdental.com. The Spencer 

Lew, DDS, PLLC dental practice focuses on the needs of each patient to provide a comfortable patient 
experience in a relaxing and modern environment. The dental practice employs many types of new 
technology, which benefit the patient by offering improved diagnosis and care. 
 

 

NYC’s reopening 
 

New York City is in Phase 4 of the coronavirus reopening, but many activities are on 

temporary PAUSE due to the high rate of coronavirus infections. Learn more about the reopening phases, 
micro-cluster strategy, travel advisory, testing, etc. at forward.ny.gov. 

New York City reopening guidance www1.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/article/reopening-guide. 

New York State page about reopening, covid rates and zones, vaccination program, covid restrictions and 
guidance, travel advisory, etc. coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home. 
 
See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including  
Reopening 
Testing 
Vaccinations 
Neighborhood houses of worship, museums, educational and cultural institutions 
Neighborhood restaurants, food & spirits that are open for delivery & pickup  
Neighborhood retail, health care (including pets) & services that are open  
 
 

 
The positive Covid-19 rate for Murray Hill (zip code 10016) is better than the country, state and city average, 
but it increased following the holidays, and is still too high.  
 

 
 

https://www.nycdental.com/
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-pause
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/article/reopening-guide
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11601&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11616&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11706&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11564&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11547&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11549&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
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The above data is from the NYC Department of Health website COVID-19 tracker  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page 
The view is the 7-day Percent Positive and Test Rate by ZIP code (for Zip code 10016). 
New York State COVID-19 tracker forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard.  
 
 

 

IMPORTANT: There is still no cure for COVID-19, and it will take months to 
administer the vaccines.  

To prevent the spread of COVID-19: 

• wear face coverings when you are with people who are not in the same household 

• maintain distance (6 feet between people who are not in the same household) 

• practice good hand hygiene 

• stay home if sick (seek care if you feel seriously ill) 

When rates of infection are high, limit non-essential activities, travel and indoor gatherings with people who 
are not in your household. Read more at the NYC Department of Health website 
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.  

NYS travel advisory coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory. 

 

 

Vaccinations. Distribution of the vaccines is in progress. See the MHNA website page Vaccinations for 

useful links and phone numbers on how to determine your eligibility and schedule an appointment. It is 
extremely difficult to get an appointment for a vaccination at this time, as the number of eligible people far 
exceeds the number of vaccines available. People who have gotten their first shot should automatically be 
scheduled for the second shot at the same location, and priority will be given to people getting their second 
shot. Check with your vaccination site before you leave to find out about the appointment for the second 
shot. Be on the lookout for vaccination scams.  

Learn more at NYC’s COVID-19 Vaccine Hubs vaccinepod.nyc.gov. You can sign up for 2 weeks of email 
notifications when new appointments are added. 

NYC Vaccine for All to Offer Transportation for NYC Seniors www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/035-
21/vaccine-all-city-offer-transportation-nyc-seniors. Seniors age 65 or older who are unable to make their 
own arrangements and need transportation to and from a COVID-19 vaccination appointment can sign up 

for transportation throughout the City. Older New Yorkers age 65 and over who make an appointment for 
vaccine at a City-operated site will be asked whether they have a way to get to and from their appointment. 
If they require transportation, they will be screened and directed to transportation options, including 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page
https://forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11706&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://vaccinepod.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/035-21/vaccine-all-city-offer-transportation-nyc-seniors
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/035-21/vaccine-all-city-offer-transportation-nyc-seniors
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Access-a-Ride, ambulette services, cab service via Curb and in a few weeks, transportation by select Senior 
Center programs.   

 

 

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Sites run by New York State are free  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also check 
with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there will be 
charges. NYC free testing locations: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page, 
call 212-COVID19, or text COVID TEST to 855-48.  

Rapid testing is not given in places near Murray Hill (by appointment only) 
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-rapid-testing.page. 

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, First Avenue at 26th Street, (free) no appointment necessary, but there may be long lines. Be 

sure that they set up your patient portal so that you can get your results. Test results usually come back in 
1-2 days.  

 
Tool to check NYC Health + Hospitals waiting times to get tested  testandtrace.nyc or 
nychealthandhospitals.org/test-and-trace/testing  
Tap Check Testing Wait Times on the Test & Trace Corps page 
or check @NYCHealthSystem on Twitter for updates three times a day on wait times. 
 
 

 
Check your stimulus payment at sa.www4.irs.gov/irfof-wmsp/login. Additional information at 

irs.gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment.  

 
If you didn’t get the full Economic Impact Payment, you may be eligible to claim the Recovery 
Rebate Credit. See the IRS’s website page Recovery Rebate Credit for more information. 

Related: What to know about the second round of Economic Impact Payment (EIP) 
checks and cards 

January 22, 2021, consumer.ftc.gov, by Cristina Miranda, Division of Consumer and Business Education, FTC 
The US Department of the Treasury and the IRS are working hard to get a second round of Economic Impact 
Payments (EIP) to people. You might have already gotten your payment direct deposited into your bank 
account. That started on December 29th. You might have gotten a check in the mail. But, like last time, 
some people will get their payment in the mail on an EIP VISA debit card...Activate the EIP VISA debit card 
right away...You can transfer the money from the card to our personal bank account without fees...Like last 
time, scammers are at work trying to get your money and/or personal information. Remember that the 
government will never call, text, email, or ask you to click on a link to activate your EIP card or get your 
money. 

 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
http://testandtrace.nyc/
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/test-and-trace/testing
https://sa.www4.irs.gov/irfof-wmsp/login
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/recovery-rebate-credit
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2021/01/what-know-about-second-round-economic-impact-payment-eip-checks-and-cards
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2021/01/what-know-about-second-round-economic-impact-payment-eip-checks-and-cards
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The NYC Citywide Information Portal www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-

new-yorkers.page and 311 portal.311.nyc.gov have created COVID-specific resource guides for New Yorkers. 
These resource guides contain information related to emotional well-being, rent and housing, NYCHA 
residents, and more. Get information and resources to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page.  
 
 

 

Post-COVID care clinics bring together multidisciplinary teams (including pulmonology, cardiology, 

rehabilitation, neurology and mental health) to provide a comprehensive treatment 

approach www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/covid/covid-19-care-clinics.pdf.  

 

 

ecycleNYC 
 
The New York City Department of Sanitation is seeking locations with indoor storage space that can host 
eCycleNYC bins for electronics recycling. Interested building owners and managers can fill out this form, and 
DSNY will be in touch. Learn more about ecycleNYC at 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/electronics/overview-electronics-ecycle. Enroll in the program at 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/electronics/ecycle-nyc  
ecycleNYC is a free and convenient electronic waste collection for residential buildings of 10 or more units. 
The DOS provides this service in conjunction with ERI, which recycles electronics following the strictest 
industry and environmental standards. Be sure to erase your sensitive data. 
 

 

Transportation, travel & loading zones 
 

President Biden’s Executive Order on Promoting COVID-19 Safety in Domestic and 
International Travel dated January 21, 2021. All international passengers traveling to the U.S. will be 

required to show proof of a negative COVID test or clearance from a public health official or licensed health 
care provider prior to boarding, in accordance with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s new 
order.  
Travelers arriving from outside of the U.S. are required to quarantine for seven days after arrival. [Source: 
Email from the Commissioner of NYC Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment, January 22, 2021] 
 
 

 

Helps identify stolen bikes 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/resources/resources-for-new-yorkers.page
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/covid/covid-19-care-clinics.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/electronics/overview-electronics-ecycle
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/electronics/ecycle-nyc
https://eridirect.com/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-promoting-covid-19-safety-in-domestic-and-international-travel/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-promoting-covid-19-safety-in-domestic-and-international-travel/
https://u15688805.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=C0kkLyMsbRvK0-2FM4CCqTUHx8vX6WA0rHEQyQhu2BgKibkP-2FmSSEb9ENZvCkEf5OLlpJGK0ohGVXK-2FCUe277cevmuPdv5ULK01mrFQEsioS75Fyj64aLuD9F4o3i3SyctTqeS-2FyCmtXmBHvOaGQhGIQ-3D-3Dt_FC_Sv9yELPl2g2r-2FYwXV6TeB5jzJBPqh4pFJTZi2-2B0SzIn1UlvIE6k5s0-2FmkT8U4Pon5AM9WXlglMi4KoWrXbdduT5OyLn-2FBgjo4vIYYsZJWSK2nc72cFba33UCv9traerhm7zn1bQ3MTdvxYFMJFfKRHIJpVxoR6pkB-2FuA18e6GR0FEjilhjTnc5ORhvnACIjODrAplKph1HEaIF7ZvlrRoOarcz3X-2FmRw0p4gVpRzDNR0t3osEnVSDj-2FGSxMMfYGcNt3cjGBj4NjqsgoDNYzzlswfocId91uQcYIUfILgecgi50wodJPDvCSGNdChgM-2FpAtgXB1Gi4UlSe9NkNA-2FDN-2FAuHiw59BOJ39rxGPhkQYP-2BnZzyu75Ot8b88joMIN9zWIBJwlzJDadZog9BTpMYOp982ZhCEVnmHe0X1juuQXfqCZDd-2BVyEXb-2Fv4JVUEasm-2FoXNlY9BZkyc9odt69-2FQ05mCmFCP442r5Ok9WPykHnNbkAqVgMPIxqfrTdQ5cozJKqH8TZroPMLXDhHsIDYH8DVy-2Ba8ELhD12xWsIj5SM8uuVAV00oPtqc5P-2Fp3gAr6ELWJOcamgp2ywYFeQ-2FPWFWJ0GtVSeiIja-2FLRd-2Fg70wtWp26xHr7wg4Qp5iul7Qc5YUjUFV2uNvLcyUey8m3V2-2BOwpO-2BOjiV1PYQlXACX27z7QOQQCEqmrLtfg3qShrcLWvP7OwfwuK5AhfG1AvT-2B8fLi6VVbuoXVfIG6nqnoo-2FF-2FbmG1wP4d3nyC7utTy7h1-2BXHFwOU9J5sRwPE2Et4aAMRK9yOqJIQlbeKHLTBir8xTiQ5ukcXhGg-2FZstQz2esYhF-2F9EmQcPwN-2FjaIRr-2Bkxj0xT-2FUehD676YYG0QSrR2lVHuIC7sPy7s9jT-2BrZozuScfbDFVfN68Uj6os4gwASssGEZPAYMMOSReTccB90-2FzFV1FlgxKe-2BNT9ZGIE5yoG3DCckkLxHXhfZ-2B7e-2FJfxJbUCg-3D-3D
https://u15688805.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=C0kkLyMsbRvK0-2FM4CCqTUHx8vX6WA0rHEQyQhu2BgKibkP-2FmSSEb9ENZvCkEf5OLlpJGK0ohGVXK-2FCUe277cevmuPdv5ULK01mrFQEsioS75Fyj64aLuD9F4o3i3SyctTqeS-2FyCmtXmBHvOaGQhGIQ-3D-3Dt_FC_Sv9yELPl2g2r-2FYwXV6TeB5jzJBPqh4pFJTZi2-2B0SzIn1UlvIE6k5s0-2FmkT8U4Pon5AM9WXlglMi4KoWrXbdduT5OyLn-2FBgjo4vIYYsZJWSK2nc72cFba33UCv9traerhm7zn1bQ3MTdvxYFMJFfKRHIJpVxoR6pkB-2FuA18e6GR0FEjilhjTnc5ORhvnACIjODrAplKph1HEaIF7ZvlrRoOarcz3X-2FmRw0p4gVpRzDNR0t3osEnVSDj-2FGSxMMfYGcNt3cjGBj4NjqsgoDNYzzlswfocId91uQcYIUfILgecgi50wodJPDvCSGNdChgM-2FpAtgXB1Gi4UlSe9NkNA-2FDN-2FAuHiw59BOJ39rxGPhkQYP-2BnZzyu75Ot8b88joMIN9zWIBJwlzJDadZog9BTpMYOp982ZhCEVnmHe0X1juuQXfqCZDd-2BVyEXb-2Fv4JVUEasm-2FoXNlY9BZkyc9odt69-2FQ05mCmFCP442r5Ok9WPykHnNbkAqVgMPIxqfrTdQ5cozJKqH8TZroPMLXDhHsIDYH8DVy-2Ba8ELhD12xWsIj5SM8uuVAV00oPtqc5P-2Fp3gAr6ELWJOcamgp2ywYFeQ-2FPWFWJ0GtVSeiIja-2FLRd-2Fg70wtWp26xHr7wg4Qp5iul7Qc5YUjUFV2uNvLcyUey8m3V2-2BOwpO-2BOjiV1PYQlXACX27z7QOQQCEqmrLtfg3qShrcLWvP7OwfwuK5AhfG1AvT-2B8fLi6VVbuoXVfIG6nqnoo-2FF-2FbmG1wP4d3nyC7utTy7h1-2BXHFwOU9J5sRwPE2Et4aAMRK9yOqJIQlbeKHLTBir8xTiQ5ukcXhGg-2FZstQz2esYhF-2F9EmQcPwN-2FjaIRr-2Bkxj0xT-2FUehD676YYG0QSrR2lVHuIC7sPy7s9jT-2BrZozuScfbDFVfN68Uj6os4gwASssGEZPAYMMOSReTccB90-2FzFV1FlgxKe-2BNT9ZGIE5yoG3DCckkLxHXhfZ-2B7e-2FJfxJbUCg-3D-3D
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Neighborhood Loading Zones 
The growth of e-commerce deliveries on residential streets and for-hire vehicle trips throughout the city 
have changed the way New Yorker’s use our curbs. As demands on the City’s limited amount of curb space 
continues to grow, trucks, delivery vehicles, and personal vehicles need safe ways to access the curbs while 
not blocking traffic, including on bus routes or in bike lanes. NYC DOT’s Neighborhood Loading Zone (NLZ) 
program aims to reduce double parking on narrow residential streets by providing space at the curb for 
activities such as: package deliveries by commercial vehicles, taxi and car service pick-up and drop-off, active 
loading and unloading of personal vehicles. Learn more at 
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/nlz.shtml. Submit your feedback about Neighborhood 
Loading Zones at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/contact/contact-form.shtml?routing=lz.   
[Editor's note: Manhattan has four NLSs (two in Chelsea and two on the upper west side). With the new 
dedicated bus routes in the neighborhood do we need more?] 
 

 

MTA Will Delay Fare Hike Amid Coronavirus 'Suffering' 
January 19, 2021, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 
A controversial fare hike will be postponed for several months after mass outcry from straphangers, MTA 
officials said. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/nlz.shtml
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/contact/contact-form.shtml?routing=lz
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/he1ud/mta-will-delay-fare-hike-amid-coronavirus-suffering
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Kudos! 
 

 
wagamama is participating in NYC Restaurant Week (this year it’s “Restaurant Week To-Go”). 

Their offer is steak bulgogi + Korean chicken wings. Price: $20.21. The website link goes live 6am January 
25th wagamama.us/nyc-restaurant-week. They are participating in the extended Restaurant Week from 
January 25-February 8 for both lunch and dinner. 
Steak bulgogi (pictured above) sirloin steak + miso-fried baby eggplant, served on a bed of sizzling soba 
noodles, dressed in a sesame + bulgogi sauce 
Korean chicken wings fried chicken wings in a sweet + spicy sauce. 
Wagamama is located at 605 3rd Avenue (39th Street) outdoor seating is available in a spacious plaza. 
Telephone 646-813-3396.  
 

 

 
 

Eros Greek Restaurant, has moved into the former Moonstruck location, 449 3rd Avenue, at the 

corner of 31st Street. They have built a large outdoor dining area. eros31.com, contact@eros31.com 
212-252-1972. 

https://wagamama.us/nyc-restaurant-week
tel:(646)813-3396
mailto:eros31.com
mailto:contact@eros31.com
mailto:contact@eros31.com
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Maryel School's Spanish Immersion Program Enrollment for Summer 2021 is OPEN! 
Maryel’s Summer Immersion Program is a fun and easy way for children ages 2-10 to learn how to speak 
and understand Spanish. Their summer camp is full of exciting activities that allow children to explore, learn 
and have fun all at once! It is not required for children to have any prior knowledge of Spanish to attend 
Maryel's Summer Camp. Weekly summer sessions run from June 14-August 27. Space is limited. Register at 
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUQF4JRN5JyuBxuoH6zqFtrlbnY6CQkcyPaV_b8OK_tzRqxg/viewform.  
Maryel School, 28 East 35th Street, www.maryelschool.org, 212-213-2097. 
 

 

Job opportunities, volunteering and internships 
 

Apply to join your Community Board, the most grassroots form of local government. The Boards 

are pivotal in shaping their communities and work to enhance and preserve the character of the city’s many 
unique neighborhoods. Applications close Monday, February 1, 2021. Application form 
manhattancommunityboards.wufoo.com/forms/w881xp40o7uf2h.  
 
 

 
March 5 (application deadline) 

Paid summer internship with NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer 
College and graduate students can now apply for a paid summer internship with NYC Comptroller Scott 
Stringer.  Learn more and apply at comptroller.nyc.gov/jobs/summer-internship-program.  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUQF4JRN5JyuBxuoH6zqFtrlbnY6CQkcyPaV_b8OK_tzRqxg/viewform
http://www.maryelschool.org/
https://manhattancommunityboards.wufoo.com/forms/w881xp40o7uf2h/
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/jobs/summer-internship-program
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Be a Public Benefit Counselor 
The Advocacy, Counseling and Entitlement Services (ACES) Project of the Community Service Society is 
recruiting retired individuals age 55 years or older to serve as volunteer public benefit counselors dedicated 
to helping financially disadvantaged people. ACES volunteers assist people with completing applications for 
public benefits and help correct benefit related problems. Apply by March 15. Volunteers must attend a 
training that begins on March 30, 2021. The training will be held through webinars. Upon completion, 
volunteers are placed in agencies in one of the five boroughs to provide information on government 
benefits to low-income families, older adults, and individuals with disabilities. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, most ACES volunteers are serving in a remote capacity. A personal interview, successful 
completion of the training, and a commitment of six hours per week for one year of volunteer service is 
required. Applicants must have advocacy, research, and computer skills, in addition to an interest in 
assisting low-income populations and learning about public benefit programs. No prior benefit experience is 
required. Your participation in this program gives you a chance to help others in a truly significant way. For 
more information, please contact Rebecca Haase at rhaase@cssny.org or at 212-614-5482. To apply, submit 

an online application on their website: cssny.org/programs/entry/the-aces-project. Press Release.  

 

 

Become a vaccinator! 
New York State is encouraging eligible people, including retired health professionals and students in health 
career programs New Yorkers to take the required trainings to become vaccinators and support the State's 
COVID-19 vaccination program. Learn more covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/vaccination-training  

 

 
The MHNA is seeking a social media volunteer 

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is seeking a computer and social media savvy volunteer to: learn 
about the overall mission and programs of the MHNA, implement social media to support the MHNA, create 
timely social media content that advances the profile of the MHNA on social media channels (currently 
Facebook and Instagram), and collaborate and brainstorm ideas with MHNA Board members and partners 
for social media and other relevant communication channels. We are also open to ideas for new posts or 
features as suggested by our volunteers. This work can be done remotely, and is estimated to take 
approximately 2 hours per week. If interested, please contact info@murrayhillnyc.org.  Learn more about 
the MHNA’s social media at Facebook and Instagram. 

 

 

Upcoming events 
 
through January 30  

JanArtsNYC goes ONLINE 
Offering both free and paid events. Featuring a diverse array of world-class public performances and 
innovative industry gatherings, JanArtsNYC is the world’s most comprehensive platform for celebrating and 

mailto:rhaase@cssny.org?subject=ACES
http://www.cssny.org/programs/entry/the-aces-project
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/Press_Release_ACES_Help_Families_and_Individuals_Get_Back_on_Their_Feet_January_2021.pdf
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/vaccination-training
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Social%20media%20volunteer
https://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC
https://www.instagram.com/MHNAnyc
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experiencing the newest work by artists in theater, dance, opera, music, and performance. See the lineup of 
music, theater, dance and other performing arts at janartsnyc.org. JanArtsNYC, with support from the 
Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment, presents HUBSPACE - a virtual place for industry people to 
gather for social time in between performances, panels, and events 
csm.app.box.com/s/if5jdn0y1kqg2ak6pj1ml0mrzi3blg3k.  
 
 

 

January 25–31, with an optional extension February 1–7 

NYC Restaurant Week® 
NYC & Company has announced a special winter NYC Restaurant Week® program, NYC Restaurant Week To 
Go, to support local restaurants offering takeout and delivery. All eateries across the five boroughs are 
invited to participate in this weeklong program, free of charge. It will take place January 25–31, with an 
optional extension February 1–7. Beginning January 25 you can make reservations at nycgo.com/restaurant-

week. Participating Murray Hill Restaurants are shown below. 

• Atto 

• Bareburger - Murray Hill 

• Evergreen on 38th Street 

• MakiMaki – Lexington,  

• Masala King 

• Mazu Szechuan Cuisine 

• Park Avenue Tavern 

• Sushi Sen-Nin 

• Wagamama Murray Hill. 

 

 
January 26 – February 23 

New York State Budget Hearings 
[Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's Coronavirus Update email of 1/22/2021]. This week marks the start of a 
new administration, and following Governor Cuomo’s State of the State Address last week, the start of our 
work on the state budget. I am hopeful that these events will have the positive impacts of increasing the 
City and State vaccine supply, bringing greatly needed revenue to New York State, and creating innovative 
opportunities to generate new sources of revenue here at home. During the coming weeks, the NYS 
Legislature will be holding budget hearings to hear testimony on important Transportation, Environmental 
Conservation, Elementary Education, Housing Workforce, Health, Higher Education, Mental Hygiene, Human 
Services, Public Protection, Local Government, Economic Development, and Taxes budgetary matters. You 
can view the schedule, sign up to testify at a budget hearing, and watch these public budget hearings from 
the NYS Senate website. Learn more at nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/liz-krueger/legislature-
announces-joint-budget-hearing-schedule-0.  
Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov.  
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov.  

 

https://www.janartsnyc.org/
https://csm.app.box.com/s/if5jdn0y1kqg2ak6pj1ml0mrzi3blg3k
https://www.nycgo.com/restaurant-week
https://www.nycgo.com/restaurant-week
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/liz-krueger/legislature-announces-joint-budget-hearing-schedule-0
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/liz-krueger/legislature-announces-joint-budget-hearing-schedule-0
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/
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January 26    6pm 

Community Board 5: Joint Meeting of Budget, Education & City Services Committee 
and Transportation & Environment Committee 
Agenda:  Discussion of Street Vendor Legislation, Presentation by the NYC Test & Trace Corps on COVID-19 
updates and vaccination info. Register at 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UVbjQHenQAuOGIS9xE1avQ. 
 
 

 
 
January 26    7pm 

Virtual panel discussion on Tove Ditlevsen’s The Copenhagen Trilogy 
This event celebrates the publication of Tove Ditlevsen’s The Copenhagen Trilogy in English translation by 
Tiina Nunnally and Michael Favala Goldman. Translator Michael Favala Goldman and authors Morten Høi 
Jensen (A Difficult Death), Rachel Kushner (The Mars Room), and Ben Lerner (The Topeka School) will discuss 
this courageous and honest trilogy from literary icon Tove Ditlevsen, a pioneer in the field of genre-bending 
confessional writing, explores themes of family, sex, motherhood, abortion, addiction, and being an artist. 
Presented by the American-Scandinavian Foundation. You can ask questions in the chat or send them in 
advance to info@amscan.org. Registration is required at 
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fySVsHa3S8-
bzqwkRyeyGQ?mc_cid=fff9a333aa&mc_eid=b394ff0e2d.  Published by Farrar, Straus and Giroux you can 
purchase the book at us.macmillan.com/books/9780374602390. 
 
 

 
 
January 27    2pm 

Tech Congress information call for its 2021 Congressional Innovation Scholars 
program 
This program places technologists to serve as tech policy advisors to members of Congress. For example, 
scholars have worked on the House Judiciary Committee’s Antitrust Subcommittee report on Big Tech, 
helped pass the OPEN Government Data Act into law, and worked to change defense procurement policy to 
allow start-ups to better compete with larger contractors. The program pays a stipend equivalent to an 
annual salary of $60,000 and other benefits. Apply at techcongress.io/apply.  Applications close Friday, 
February 5 at 2pm. Register for the information call at techcongress.io/events/2021/1/27/congressional-
innovation-scholars-program-informational-call-2-of-2.  
 
 

 
January 27    7pm 

Mayoral Candidates Education Policy Panel 
Panelists: Eric Adams, Shaun Donovan, Quanda Francis, Kathryn Garcia, Carlos Menchaca, Dianne Morales, 
Scott Stringer, Maya Wiley, and Andrew Yang. Moderator: Randi Levine, Policy Director at Advocates for 
Children of New York. A live stream of the event will be on the Columbia Law Society Youtube page at 
youtube.com/channel/UC6ECs3LjCVzvkwNHteMU_FQ.  More information on the event can be found at 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UVbjQHenQAuOGIS9xE1avQ
mailto:info@amscan.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fySVsHa3S8-bzqwkRyeyGQ?mc_cid=fff9a333aa&mc_eid=b394ff0e2d
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fySVsHa3S8-bzqwkRyeyGQ?mc_cid=fff9a333aa&mc_eid=b394ff0e2d
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374602390
https://www.techcongress.io/apply
https://www.techcongress.io/events/2021/1/27/congressional-innovation-scholars-program-informational-call-2-of-2
https://www.techcongress.io/events/2021/1/27/congressional-innovation-scholars-program-informational-call-2-of-2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ECs3LjCVzvkwNHteMU_FQ
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events.columbia.edu/go/mayoralcandidates. Register at docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiZWlh3Kf8-
UJVJFAoQJgtJOE8pbfrgke4JEcj2SAzEMriEQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628.  
 
 
January 28   10am – 3pm 

2021 Symposium: The Rise of Community During Emergencies 
Presented by NYC Emergency Management Community Preparedness. This Symposium will provide insight 
from community leaders, researchers and emergency managers for strengthening your community’s 
emergency response. Learn more and register at eventbrite.com/e/2021-symposium-the-rise-of-
community-during-emergencies-tickets-128282292791.  
 

 
January 28  and February 4   10am – 3pm 

Covid-19 Popup Testing Site 
State Senator Brad Hoylman is partnering with NYC Health + Hospitals, Congressman Jerry Nadler, 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson and Assembly Member 
Richard Gottfried to host a free COVID-19 test site at Penn South, 327 8th Avenue. This site is open to all, no 
appointment necessary, and no cost to you. If you cannot stand in line there are chairs at the front. 
 

 
 

 
 
January 28    6pm 

Community Boards 1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 host a virtual panel: The Economic 
Impact of Changing Market Conditions in Housing 
The topic is what neighbors can expect when higher-income residents move to their communities. Register 
at docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8cgncjAy3VBxk-KWhT7ZAb2znQSbmvsgwO-
rLMxc5jkBDpw/viewform.  

https://events.columbia.edu/go/mayoralcandidates
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiZWlh3Kf8-UJVJFAoQJgtJOE8pbfrgke4JEcj2SAzEMriEQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiZWlh3Kf8-UJVJFAoQJgtJOE8pbfrgke4JEcj2SAzEMriEQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-symposium-the-rise-of-community-during-emergencies-tickets-128282292791
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-symposium-the-rise-of-community-during-emergencies-tickets-128282292791
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8cgncjAy3VBxk-KWhT7ZAb2znQSbmvsgwO-rLMxc5jkBDpw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8cgncjAy3VBxk-KWhT7ZAb2znQSbmvsgwO-rLMxc5jkBDpw/viewform
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January 29   12:30pm 

David Hockney: Drawing from Life: Docent Tour 
Join The Morgan Library & Museum docents for an interactive virtual tour of the exhibition David Hockney: 
Drawing from Life. Participants will view highlights from the exhibition and explore Hockney’s fascinating 
and lifelong process of portrait-making on paper as he follows a small group of friends, colleagues and 
family over a span of sixty years. Free, limited availability. Register at themorgan.org/programs/david-
hockney-drawing-life-docent-tour-5.  Presented by the Morgan Library & Museum. 
 
 

 
 
January 29   3pm 

Exhibition Encounters: Call and Response 
Join The Morgan Library & Museum Educators for an interactive virtual tour of the exhibition Betye Saar: 
Call and Response. Participants will view highlights from the show and discuss the relationship between 
Betye Saar's found objects, sketchbooks, and finished works. Free, limited availability. Presented by the 
Morgan Library & Museum. Register at themorgan.org/programs/call-and-response-exhibition-encounters-
6. This exhibit features contemporary African-American artist, Betye saar, who works with African-American 
and social justice themes. Her finished works are disturbing and powerful; her sketchbooks are 
extraordinary! 
 
 

 
February 1 

COVID Rent Relief Extension Program  
Monday, February 1, 2021 is the deadline to apply for COVID Rent Relief hcr.ny.gov/rrp. This program 
provides eligible households with a one-time rental subsidy that will be sent directly to the household’s 
landlord. Applicants will not need to repay this assistance. The Covid Rent Relief Extension Program is not 
first come, first served. Applications will be accepted throughout the application period. HCR will prioritize 
eligible households with “greatest economic and social need." Apply at https://covidrentrelief.hcr.ny.gov. 
 
 

 
 
February 1-28  

Applications are open for Community Education Councils (CEC) 
(new) 2021 is an election year for NYC’s Community Education Councils. Parents can run for a council and 
help shape policies and priorities for city schools. Community Education Councils (CECs) are education policy 
advisory bodies responsible for, among other things, reviewing and evaluating their district’s educational 
programs, approving zoning lines, and holding public hearings on certain matters. Each Community 
Education Council (CEC) consists of 11 voting members who provide hands-on leadership and support for 
their district's public schools. Nine of the members are parents of children in pre-K through 8th grade, 

https://www.themorgan.org/programs/david-hockney-drawing-life-docent-tour-5
https://www.themorgan.org/programs/david-hockney-drawing-life-docent-tour-5
https://www.themorgan.org/programs/call-and-response-exhibition-encounters-6
https://www.themorgan.org/programs/call-and-response-exhibition-encounters-6
https://hcr.ny.gov/rrp
https://covidrentrelief.hcr.ny.gov/
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attending a district school or a pre-K program offered by a district school. These members are elected by 
parents of children attending these schools and programs. Learn more at schools.nyc.gov/get-
involved/families/education-council-elections-2021/run-for-a-seat-on-a-council. 2021 Election calendar for 
CEC: February 1 – February 28: Application period; April 5 – April 30: Virtual Candidate forums; May 1 - May 
11: Voting period; May 14: Runoff elections; June 26: Orientation; New term: July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2023. 
The applications for the election as well as voting takes place on NYC Schools account (NYCSA). This is a  
website that parents can use to access a lot of important information about their students.  Parents who 
wish to participate in the election must have an active NYCSA account with all their students linked via a 
creation code that is provided by your parent coordinator. If you haven’t yet activated your NYCSA account 
you can follow the guide and contact your parent coordinator to request the creation code. Create a NYCSA 
account at mystudent.nyc.  Learn more about Community Education Councils (CEC) schools.nyc.gov/get-
involved/families/education-council-elections-2021/community-education-councils. NYSCA guide to set up 
your account for parents.  
 

 

Baryshnikov Arts Center (BAC) launches spring season (performances are in the 
digital space) 
February 1-15  Bijayini Satpathy's Vibhanga (Digital World Premiere) BAC Artist Commission 
February 10 In Conversation: Bijayini Satpathy with Mark Morris (Live on ZOOM) 
February 15 - March 1 Justin Hicks's Use Your Head For More (Digital World Premiere)BAC Artist 
Commission 
March 1-15 Mariana Valencia's brownout (Digital World Premiere) BAC Artist Commission 
March 15-29 Holland Andrews's Museum of Calm (Digital World Premiere) BAC Artist Commission 
and more...Learn more and register at bacnyc.org/performances/upcoming-performances 
Baryshnikov Arts Center (BAC), 450 West 37th Street, 646-731-3200 
 

 
 
February 2    11am–12pm 

For New York-based Artists: Fundraising for Your Creative Practice With Fiscal 
Sponsorship 
Free virtual training. Special guest: Theresa Hubbard, Director of Programs, Fractured Atlas. Engaging with a 
fiscal sponsor can help you grow and sustain your creative projects. Learn about the benefits of fiscal 
sponsorship for artists, how to use fiscal sponsorship as a fundraising tool, and what types of projects it is 
good for. You’ll leave this training ready to get started with fiscal sponsorship in the New York metro area. 
This event is presented by Candid. Register at learning.candid.org/training/2021-02-02-for-new-york-based-
artists-fundraising-for-your-creative-practice-with-fiscal-sponsorship.  
 
 

 
February 13- April 17 10am-12:30pm on Saturdays  

(online course) Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction (by donation/scholarships are 
available) 

Duygu Cibik (a resident of  Murray Hill and MHNA member) is co-teaching a Mindfulness Based Stress 
Reduction course with Suzanne Sorentino starting February 13th with the required orientation session. 
MBSR is an 8-week program that teaches skills and tools to reduce stress and improve overall wellbeing. 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/education-council-elections-2021/run-for-a-seat-on-a-council
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/education-council-elections-2021/run-for-a-seat-on-a-council
https://mystudent.nyc/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/education-council-elections-2021/community-education-councils
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/education-council-elections-2021/community-education-councils
https://bacnyc.org/performances/upcoming-performances
https://learning.candid.org/training/2021-02-02-for-new-york-based-artists-fundraising-for-your-creative-practice-with-fiscal-sponsorship
https://learning.candid.org/training/2021-02-02-for-new-york-based-artists-fundraising-for-your-creative-practice-with-fiscal-sponsorship
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According to neuroscience research, most of the participants who complete the MBSR program report 
increased ability to cope with stressful situations and to choose a skillful response rather than acting from 
"auto-pilot.” The class is limited to 20 people and it is offered by donation. Everyone is encouraged to pay 
the maximum they are able. The standard fee for the course is $500. Register for this course on 
Eventbrite: MBSR course registration. Duygu Cibik and Suzanne Sorrentino have been trained by the former 
Center for Mindfulness in Medicine, Health Care and Society at University of Massachusetts Medical School 
and by the Mindfulness Center at Brown University. Duygu Cibik is a management consultant with more 
than 20 years of experience. Upon leaving McKinsey & Company, she had executive roles at several blue-
chip technology companies. She has an MBA degree from Harvard Business School. Suzanne Sorrentino is a 
psychotherapist in private practice in Manhattan and a staff therapist at Marymount Manhattan College. 

    
 

 
 
February 14   10 - 11am 

Love Your Neighborhood + Valentine Day + Keep Murray Hill Clean 
This year our Love Your Neighborhood Day is rolled into the Keep Murray Hill Clean initiative. This is a 
family-friendly event for the whole family. Join your neighbors and friends to do a group clean-up in Murray 
Hill. If you've already signed up for the Keep Murray Hill Clean initiative, bring your KMHC gear to clean your 
block and others. For those needing a clean-up starter kit, sign up at bit.ly/KeepMurrayHillClean. The event 
will start with a few announcements, we'll give out starter kits to those who need them, and you can claim 
your block on our KMHC map. Email us at greenandclean@murrayhillnyc.org if you have any questions. 
We're looking forward to seeing you there! FREE and open to the public. 
starting at El Rio Grande Plaza (a safe outdoor environment) 
3rd Avenue @ 37th Street (NW corner upstairs) 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mindfulness-based-stress-reduction-mbsr-course-registration-135060193675
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=29996&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
http://bit.ly/KeepMurrayHillClean
mailto:greenandclean@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Love%20Your%20Neighborhood%20event
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Recorded events 
 
Piano on Park: Cyrus von Hochstetter’s jazz piano piece, Good Morning America  
Cyrus von Hochstetter shares a recently recorded jazz piano piece called Good Morning America (no 
connection to the TV show). It runs approximately 3 minutes 20 seconds. Hear it on SoundCloud. 
soundcloud.com/cyrusvonh/good-morning-america.  
 
 

 

Email of January 15, 2021 from The Doctors Orchestral Society of New York 
[Editor’s note: In pre-pandemic times, The Doctors Orchestra gave free performances in Murray Hill in a 
school auditorium at Park Avenue & 33rd Street. The professionalism of the doctor/musicians is impressive. 
We hope to welcome them back soon!] 
  

Dear friends of the Doctors’ Orchestral Society of New York, 
 
The past year has been a difficult year for all of us. I hope all of you and your loved ones 
are well, staying safe and as happy as possible in these difficult and unusual times. 
 
Music has the power to heal and soothe the soul. Supporting each other during the 
coronavirus pandemic is important and we, the Doctors’ Orchestra, have been trying to 
stay connected and make some music together, despite not being able to meet in person. 
We have put together several virtual recordings featuring the various sections of our 
orchestra that we a pleased to be able to share with you via YouTube: 
 

• Featuring our string section, Pietro Mascagni’s Intermezzo Sinfonico from 
Cavalleria Rusticana: youtube.com/watch?v=5eIA2-B8-7Y  
 

• Featuring our winds, Richard Strauss’ Serenade for Winds in E flat, Op. 7: 
youtube.com/watch?v=QXc76Zgr8do 
 

• Featuring our brass, Sir Edward Elgar’s Nimrod from the “Enigma” Variations (arr. 
Brad Howland): youtube.com/watch?v=y-msuZC_dYQ  

 
I hope that these bring some joy and peace to you and keep our orchestra in your hearts 
during this time. We miss being able to play for you in person. 
 
Looking forward to the Spring 2021 season, it remains unlikely we will be able to meet 
physically as an orchestra and are looking at many ways to stay engaged together with 
each other and with you, our audience: 
 

• We plan to make another virtual recording, this time a full orchestral piece. 
 

https://soundcloud.com/cyrusvonh/good-morning-america
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eIA2-B8-7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXc76Zgr8do
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-msuZC_dYQ
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• We will be having several zoom sessions with the orchestra designed to feed the 
musical skills and minds of our members and keep the orchestra together as a 
community. 
 

• For one of these sessions, we are delighted to that Dr. Richard Kogan has agreed 
to give a lecture on a Beethoven piece he has recorded, followed by a Q&A 
session. Dr. Kogan has a distinguished career both as a concert pianist and as a 
psychiatrist, and certainly understands the power of music to heal. We will open 
this lecture to friends of the orchestra as well – stay tuned for further details 
 

• Also, our hope is to also have an outdoor reading/concert in the summer, subject 
to the guidelines from the health authorities and other logistics.  

 
To continue these projects and our musical and community activities, we need your 
financial support, if you are able to provide it. The Doctors’ orchestra's motto has been 
'music heals.' It is only possible through your generosity that this orchestra will continue 
to function and thrive as a true community force as it has been.  
 
Any donations should be made payable to DOSNY, Inc. or The Doctors Orchestra Society 
of NY and sent to: 
  
DOSNY 
c/o: Charlie Shafran, President and Treasurer 
7 West 96th Street - 5A 
New York, NY 10025 
 
We are a non-profit organization with a 501(c)3 tax exempt status. Receipts for donations 
will be sent if requested. 
  
Please stay tuned for further updates, and we send you the season's greetings and warm 
hugs.  
 
We are thankful for your continued friendship and support. Be well and stay safe. We 
miss you! 
 
Sincerely,  
Kyunghun Kim, Music Director of The Doctors' Orchestral Society of New York 
 

 

 
COVID-19 Emergency Eviction & Foreclosure Prevention Act of 2020 

courts.state.ny.us/eefpa  
The State has halted all eviction and foreclosure cases through February 28, 2021. Governor Cuomo signed 
into law the COVID-19 Emergency Eviction and Foreclosure Prevention Act of 2020 (L. 2020, c. 381; “Act”) 
which enables tenants/building owners to halt evictions/foreclosures until at least Saturday, May 1, 2021. 
All tenants and owners of buildings that contain fewer than 10 units-- can submit a hardship declaration 
form courts.state.ny.us/eefpa,  attesting they have lost income, have had increased costs during the 

http://www.courts.state.ny.us/eefpa/
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/eefpa
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pandemic, or would be at an increased risk for severe illness from COVID due to an underlying medical 
condition if forced to move. Housing courts will send the form to defendants in pending cases, and the form 
can be returned to NewYorkHardshipDeclaration@nycourts.gov. All tenants-- and owners of buildings that 
contain fewer than 10 units—who are behind in rent or mortgage payments and are seeking to 
preemptively head off evictions/foreclosures in March and April can submit the hardship declaration form 
to their landlord/mortgage lender. Make a copy or take a photo of the completed form for your records. 
 
 

 
Assistance for businesses & nonprofits 

 

NBC's Project Innovation will award nearly $3.5 million to non-profit organizations 
that are tackling everyday problems through innovative solutions. 
Applications will be accepted through February 12, 2021. Project Innovation Grant Categories: Community 
Engagement, Next Generation Storytellers, Culture of Inclusion, Youth Education and Empowerment. Learn 
more and apply at nbcuprojectinnovation.com.  
 
 

 

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer is offering grants for capital funding to 
Manhattan nonprofits, schools, and other organizations that serve New York City. 
Learn about the process and requirements at manhattanbp.nyc.gov/funding/capital-funding. The MBP 
budget staff is available to meet with your group virtually if you have questions, want to share your project 
ideas, or missed the December capital funding workshops. Make an appointment at 
manhattancommunityboards.wufoo.com/forms/wrxv72a0ym80oa.   You can also review the capital 
funding training videos and materials at manhattanbp.nyc.gov/funding/capital-funding/#fy22-resources.  
 
Nonprofits should apply via the NYC Office of Management and Budget Capital Grants portal 
www1.nyc.gov/site/capitalgrants/index.page.  The deadline is Thursday, 2/25 at 5pm. 
 
Schools should apply via the MPB’s Grants Portal Schools Application 
grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=manhattanborough.  The deadline is Sunday, 2/21 at 5pm. 
 
Parks, gardens, libraries, NYCHA developments, H+H hospitals, etc., can apply via the MBP’s Grants 
Portal City Application grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=manhattanborough.  The deadline is 
Sunday, 2/21 at 5pm. 
 
 

 

 
Shuttered Venue Operators Grant Program (formerly known as Save Our Stages). 

Program guidelines for businesses and non-profits have not yet been issued. The federal grant program, 
which passed as part of the third stimulus package, includes $15 billion for grants of up to $10 million to 
qualified live venue operators and promoters, performing arts organizations, theatrical producers, talent 

mailto:NewYorkHardshipDeclaration@nycourts.gov
https://www.nbcuprojectinnovation.com/
https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/funding/capital-funding
https://manhattancommunityboards.wufoo.com/forms/wrxv72a0ym80oa/
https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/funding/capital-funding/#fy22-resources
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/capitalgrants/index.page
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=manhattanborough
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=manhattanborough
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representatives, movie theater operators, and non-profit museums that have auditoriums. The U.S. Small 
Business Administration must post program guidelines by February 10, 2021. Until then, the Small Business 
Administration has posted preliminary guidelines sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-
options/shuttered-venue-operators-grant and there is an unofficial plain language FAQ from the National 
Independent Venue Association nivassoc.org/sos-act. [Source: Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment, 
email of 1/22/2021] A webinar providing a preliminary overview of the program has been recorded and is 
currently available on SBA's YouTube channel youtube.com/watch?&v=PdfQGb6z-gg&feature=youtu.be.  
 
 

 

 
Grants for full-service restaurants during the winter months 
The Raising the NYS Bar Restaurant Recovery Fund esd.ny.gov/raising-nys-bar-restaurant-recovery-fund  
offers approximately $3 million in reimbursement grants for up to $5,000 to eligible businesses. The Empire 
State Development program is intended to support full-service restaurants during the winter months when 
outdoor dining is limited and as restaurants adjust to New York State’s COVID-19 safety restrictions and new 
mandates. The Raising the NYS Bar Restaurant Recovery Fund is a partnership between New York State, 
Diageo Wine & Spirits, Southern Glazer Wines & Spirits and The National Development Council (NDC). Grant 
funding will be managed by the National Development Council (NDC). [Source: Mayor's Office of Media & 
Entertainment email of 1/22/2021] 
 
 

 
Become an Emergency Food Provider with the Emergency Food Assistance Program. 

www1.nyc.gov/site/hra/help/emergency-food-assistance-program.page 
EFAP provides funding to more than 500 soup kitchens and food pantries citywide. To join our providers 
network, call 929-221-7679 or visit feednyc.org  to learn more. Information is listed on the homepage under 
“Knowledge Base.” 
 

 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) announced that the deadline to apply for 
a COVID-19 pandemic Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) has been extended to 
December 31, 2021.  
Loans are offered at affordable terms, including a 3.75% interest rate for small businesses and 2.75% for 
non-profit organizations, a 30-year maturity, and an automatic deferment of one year before monthly 
payments begin. All eligible small businesses and nonprofits are encouraged to apply. Learn more at 
sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loans. If you have 
already applied via the streamlined application portal, please do not resubmit your application. 

 

 

Kudos to Murray Hill public schools (partial 
listing)! 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/shuttered-venue-operators-grant
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/shuttered-venue-operators-grant
https://www.nivassoc.org/sos-act
https://www.youtube.com/watch?&v=PdfQGb6z-gg&feature=youtu.be
https://esd.ny.gov/raising-nys-bar-restaurant-recovery-fund
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/hra/help/emergency-food-assistance-program.page
http://feednyc.org/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loans
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COVID-19 Report Card for PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray. Two positive tests were reported 

since September 2020 (1 student, 1 teacher). No new positive tests. Total On-site Students Enrolled + 
Teachers/Staff=304. Total Off-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=172. 
 

 

COVID-19 Report Card for The River School. Three positive tests were reported since 

September (1 student, 2 teacher/staff). Total On-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=354. No new 

positive tests. Total Off-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=161. 
 

 

COVID-19 Report Card for Murray Hill Academy. No positive cases were reported. Total On-

site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=82. Total Off-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=211. 
 
 

 

Changes in the neighborhood (and across town) 
 

 

The building under construction at the SE corner of 34th 
Street and 3rd Avenue is moving along quickly. The façade 
work has begun. Sections of the building are cantileverd 
over the attached tenement building housing the Flying 
Cock; that lot cannot be built higher. Quick completion of 
the corner building will be welcome, especially if it means 
getting our bus stop back at 34th Street. Photo looking east 
at 34th and Third. 

 

  

https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010116;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010281;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200011432;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
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Renderings Revealed For Pi Capital 
Partners’ 335 Fifth Avenue In NoMad, 
Manhattan  
January 18, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael 
Young 
YIMBY has exclusive new renderings for an 
upcoming 21-story mixed-use project at 335 Fifth 
Avenue in the Midtown, Manhattan 
neighborhood of NoMad. Designed by Raymond 
Chan Architect PC and developed by James and 
Jerry Pi of Pi Capital Partners, the 72,000-square-
foot building will yield 83 rental apartments 
above 10,000 square feet of commercial retail 
space, with the latter component spanning three 
stories at the base. The corner site is located at 
the intersection of Fifth Avenue and East 33rd 
Street, directly to the east of the Empire State 
Building. 
[Editor's note: So far, the comments on this 
article are mostly negative, with people 
preferring the older building that stands at that 
site.] 
 

 
 

Governor Andrew Cuomo Announces 2021 Agenda To Improve New York State 
Infrastructure 
January 16, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris 
Governor Andrew Cuomo this week unveiled a multi-billion dollar initiative to revitalize and rebuild 
infrastructure across New York State. Entitled “Reimagine | Rebuild | Renew,” the 2021 agenda is touted as 
the largest state infrastructure plan in the country and sets in motion the improvement of state roadways, 
public transportation, airports, and large swaths of Midtown, Manhattan. 

Related: Cuomo's $306 Billion Infrastructure Plan: Remake Midtown 
January 15, 2021, gothamist.com, by Stephen Nessen, WNYC 
Governor Andrew Cuomo on Thursday unveiled a wide-ranging infrastructure vision that he argued would 
not only improve rail, air, and bus travel but also save New York from economic depression and prepare it 
for the next century. His $306 billion-dollar plan focused on Midtown, and projects largely dependent on 
layers of slow federal and city bureaucracies. But if they came to pass they could fundamentally change the 
city... the governor said he wanted to redesign more of Midtown, from Broadway to the Hudson River, and 
has dubbed the area from Penn Station to the Javits Center the “Empire Station Complex.” Cuomo also 
wants to acquire the MSG Theater to create a new entrance to Penn Station on 8th Avenue...The complex 
would include a new Port Authority bus terminal...The Port Authority wouldn’t comment on Cuomo’s plan 
specifically, but said the bus terminal process was already well underway. “The review of public comments 
and discussions with stakeholders were slowed down due to the pandemic, but the Port Authority is nearing 
the end of its review and plans to publish the Final Scoping Report on the project in the near future...Danny 
Pearlstein, Policy and Communications Director with Riders Alliance wrote in a statement..."As he sets and 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/01/renderings-revealed-for-pi-capital-partners-335-fifth-avenue-in-nomad-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/01/renderings-revealed-for-pi-capital-partners-335-fifth-avenue-in-nomad-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/01/renderings-revealed-for-pi-capital-partners-335-fifth-avenue-in-nomad-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/01/governor-andrew-cuomo-announces-2021-agenda-to-improve-new-york-state-infrastructure.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/01/governor-andrew-cuomo-announces-2021-agenda-to-improve-new-york-state-infrastructure.html
https://gothamist.com/news/cuomos-306-billion-infrastructure-plan-remake-midtown
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implements his infrastructure priorities, the governor must put the needs of essential workers and millions 
of transit-dependent New Yorkers first." 

 
 

New Renderings Reveal PENN 2’S Renovation Plans At 2 Penn Plaza In Midtown, 
Manhattan 
January 23, 2021, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael YoungBY: MICHAEL YOUNG 
MdeAS Architects expects PENN 2’s overhaul to be completed in 2022. 
 

 
 

Port Authority Eyes New Plan for Midtown NYC Bus Terminal  
January 22 2021, bloombergquint.com, by Martin Z. Braun 
The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey released a new plan to replace its neglected, overcrowded 
midtown bus terminal, more than seven years after the transit agency first sought proposals to overhaul it. 
Replacing the decaying depot, which opened in 1950 and was expanded in 1981, will take a decade at least 
and billions of dollars, Port Authority officials said. The new five-story terminal will be able to handle almost 
40% more passengers. It will provide storage space for as many as 350 buses, curbing traffic congestion and 
pollution and gates to accommodate inter-city coaches that previously picked up and dropped off 
passengers on city streets...The bi-state agency plans to fund the project with $3 billion in its current capital 
plan and the sale of air rights for as many as four new high rise towers, officials said. The agency will also 
seek federal aid and an agreement from the city to allow a developer to use payments in lieu of taxes to 
help finance the project, much like the new Moynihan Train Hall railway station. 
 
 

 

Census 
 

Census Bureau Update on 2020 Census 
The U.S. Census Bureau is implementing the President’s Executive Order Ensuring a Lawful and Accurate 
Enumeration and Apportionment Pursuant to the Decennial Census, released January 20, 2021.  
The 2020 Census data products including the P.L. 94-171 Redistricting Summary Data File will not include 
information on citizenship or immigration status. Read press release census.gov/newsroom/press-
releases/2021/executive-order-pl94-171-cvap.html  
 

 

Elections & voting 
 

GOP in Legislature blasts Democrats for redistricting changes 
January 22, 2021, timesunion.com, by Amanda Fries 
The legislation approved by both chambers [in the New York State legislature] earlier in the week was the 
second time legislators have voted on the constitutional amendment, which seeks to speed up the 
redistricting process ...One of those adjustments included eliminating the two-pronged approach for how 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/01/new-renderings-reveal-penn-2s-renovation-plans-at-2-penn-plaza-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2021/01/new-renderings-reveal-penn-2s-renovation-plans-at-2-penn-plaza-in-midtown-manhattan.html
https://www.bloombergquint.com/business/port-authority-proposes-new-plan-to-replace-midtown-bus-terminal
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2021/executive-order-pl94-171-cvap.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2021/executive-order-pl94-171-cvap.html
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/GOP-blasts-Democrats-for-redistricting-changes-15890633.php


 
 

23 
 

the maps are approved with one set of guidelines for when both houses are controlled by one party and 
another for when the houses are bipartisan....the amendment makes some other significant changes, 
including designating 63 Senate districts and preventing district lines from being split in cities...they will not 
get to continue New York’s status as the worst gerrymandered state in the country...New Yorkers will be 
asked to weigh in on the latest constitutional amendment in November in a ballot referendum. 
  

 
Important Primary Election this year! 

Meet The 30+ Candidates In NYC's 2021 Mayoral Race 
January 15, 2021, patch.com, Matt Troutman 
The race to replace Mayor Bill de Blasio is crowded and confusing. Here's a handy guide to sort through the 
contenders. 

Related: The major 2021 mayoral contenders 
December 31, 2020, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin 
What you need to know about the likely candidates for NYC’s top elected office. 
 

 

Fundraising Boasts and Policy Ideas as Manhattan DA’s Race Heats Up 
January 22, 2021, citylimits.org, by Jarrett Murphy 
 
 

 
Ranked Choice Voting guide  
Ranked Choice Voting will be used in the next NY election. Learn about the new ballot and ranked choice 
voting from the NYC Campaign Finance Board’s guide nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/ranked-choice-voting-faqs.  
NYCCFB is also offering “train the trainer sessions” to prepare organizations to educate community 
members about Ranked Choice Voting. Sign up for one of 14 training sessions in January and February at 
nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/ranked-choice-voting-trainings.  
 
 

 

Schools 
 

Applications for admissions to NYC public schools 2021-2022 school year 
Learn more at schools.nyc.gov and at schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade. Sign up for the 
DOE emails schools.nyc.gov/sign-up.  

• Kindergarten enrollment ended January 19.  

• Middle School enrollment is open until February 9. In New York City, most students apply to middle 
school during their fifth grade year. For one year, the NYC Department of Education middle schools 
will not use academic records, auditions, or other screens or assessments to evaluate or admit 
students, and will maintain priority for students living in the district. These changes are meant to 
increase diversity in the schools. 

https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/hdy7c/meet-the-30-candidates-in-nycs-2021-mayoral-race
https://www.cityandstateny.com/articles/politics/campaigns-elections/major-2021-mayoral-contenders.html
https://citylimits.org/2021/01/22/fundraising-boasts-and-policy-ideas-as-manhattan-das-race-heats-up/
http://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/ranked-choice-voting-faqs/
http://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/ranked-choice-voting-trainings
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/sign-up
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• Specialized High Schools late registration for the SHSAT until January 28. Your child must be 
registered to take the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT). Fiorello H. LaGuardia 
performing arts high school requires an audition; registration ends February 23. 

• High school application and enrollment January 18-February 23. Register for virtual events for 
information about high school admissions. In New York City, students apply to high school during 
their 8th grade year or if they are first-time 9th grade students. 

 
You must have a MySchools account myschools.nyc/en. Contact a Family Welcome Center if you need 
assistance schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/family-welcome-centers. You can explore high 
school options in the MySchools directory. 
 
Geographic (location-based) admissions priorities for high schools will be phased out over the next two 
years, meaning that the location of a student’s home cannot alone determine their chances of getting into a 
certain school. District priorities for high school admissions will be permanently eliminated this year. All 
other geographic priorities—like borough residence requirements—will be eliminated next year. Screened 
high school programs can use the following criteria this year to rank applicants: a combination of 2018-2019 
state test scores, previous years' grades, and/or other measures. You can find any program's academic 
screening criteria on their MySchools page, in the Admissions Factors section. 
 
 

 
DOE Will End Gifted and Talented Test After This Year 
January 12, 2021, ny1.com, by Jillian Jorgensen New York City 
The Education Department will administer an entrance exam for its gifted and talented programs to four-
year-olds this spring -- but it will be the last time...The city will spend the next year getting feedback to 
create a new accelerated program. 

 
 

Get free homework help from licensed teachers through the United Federation of Teachers by calling 

212-777-3380 or visiting the Dial-A-Teacher website, Mondays through Thursdays, 4-7 pm Help is available 
in Armenian, Bengali, Chinese, English, French, Greek, Haitian-Creole, Hebrew, Korean, Russian, Spanish, 
and Tagalog. dialateacher.org. 
 

 

Policing & police reform 
 
[Source: Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's COVID weekly newsletter, 12-31-2020] 

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer released a Police Reform Toolkit (32 pp) 

manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/FinalPoliceReformToolkitnocrops.pdf  to aid in 
formulating the NYPD reform proposals required by Gov. Cuomo to be submitted by 4/1/21. The report 
compiles reform research regarding the role of police in the community, including accountability, 
transparency, and diversity efforts, and demilitarizing and re-training officers. Sources include New York 
State Attorney General Letitia James changethenypd.org, Communities United for Police Reform, and data 
from the NYC Office of Management and Budget. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tyxJGEXvYUWFcQxC5fesB1OjTo59sYNEohYatPPze0RUNUgwUEhQME5RNUxWRkRKVFY4MzZJTzkwQS4u
https://www.myschools.nyc/en
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/family-welcome-centers
https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/education/2021/01/13/doe-will-end-gifted-and-talented-test-after-this-year
https://dialateacher.org/
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/FinalPoliceReformToolkitnocrops.pdf
https://www.changethenypd.org/
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NYPD Disciplinary matrix (FINAL-comments period is closed) 
www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/public_information/nypd-discipline-matrix-effective-01-15-
2021-final.pdf  
NYPD Policy Drafts for Public Comment (comments due by February 25)   
www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/about/about-nypd/public-comment.page  
[Editor’s note: In his public briefings, Gov. Cuomo keeps reminding NYC that a plan for police reform is 
required by April 1, in order to get funding for the NYPD. He wants this plan to involve all of the 
stakeholders, then it has to be voted on by City Council. He thinks NYC will have difficulty making the 
deadline.] 
 

 
 

NYPD Could Have Two Federal Monitors At The Same Time. But That Won't Bring 
Quick Reforms. 
January 15, 2021, gothamist.com, by Yasmeen Khan, WNYC 
The New York City Police Department could be the first in the country to be simultaneously overseen by two 
separate federal court monitors if state Attorney General Letitia James is successful in her lawsuit over how 
the agency handles large protests...“Having a monitor is really necessary to achieve the kind of deep change 
that goes beyond merely a new training program or a policy change, but really gets that cultural and 
structural change in the police department,” [Corey Stoughton, attorney-in-charge of the Law Reform 
Practice at the Legal Aid Society] said. 
 
 

 
Housing, homelessness, zoning & affordability 
 

NYC affordable housing loan fund to exclusively serve minority-, women-owned 
businesses, nonprofits 
The New York City Acquisition Fund, a $210 million public-private affordable housing loan fund, will 
exclusively support minority- and women-owned businesses (M/WBE) and nonprofit developers...The fund, 
which provides bridge loans to affordable housing developers, will now only finance projects led by M/WBE 
and nonprofits with at least a 51% ownership stake in the project. The change…ensures borrowers most in 
need of accessing financing are prioritized. Mayor de Blasio's press release www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-
mayor/news/048-21/state-the-city-preview-mayor-de-blasio-taskforce-racial-equity-inclusion-join-nyc. 
 

 
 

New Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Offers Relief to Co-ops 
January 14, 2021, cooperator.com, by A.J. Sidransky    
The good news for co-ops is that it appears they are now eligible to seek assistance in the face of falling 
revenues through the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)...what then could cause a co-op to experience a 
reduction in revenue that leads to it being unable to pay bills like staff salaries, underlying mortgage 
payments, and real estate taxes? From a practical point of view there are two likely possibilities: arrearages 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/public_information/nypd-discipline-matrix-effective-01-15-2021-final.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/public_information/nypd-discipline-matrix-effective-01-15-2021-final.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/about/about-nypd/public-comment.page
https://gothamist.com/news/nypd-could-have-two-federal-monitors-same-time-wont-bring-quick-reforms
https://gothamist.com/news/nypd-could-have-two-federal-monitors-same-time-wont-bring-quick-reforms
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/048-21/state-the-city-preview-mayor-de-blasio-taskforce-racial-equity-inclusion-join-nyc
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/048-21/state-the-city-preview-mayor-de-blasio-taskforce-racial-equity-inclusion-join-nyc
https://cooperator.com/article/new-paycheck-protection-program-ppp-offers-relief-to-co-ops
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from shareholders being unable to make their monthly maintenance payments, and even more likely, 
arrearages from commercial tenants who can no longer pay their rents. 
 

 

Budget & taxes 
 

Cuomo Proposes Best Case, Worst Case Budgets 
January 19, 2021, spectrumlocalnews.com, by Nick Reisman  
In one world, New York gets $15 billion in aid from the federal government to make up for the revenue that 
evaporated over the last year amid the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic in the spring.  In another world, 
New York only gets $6 billion from Washington, forcing spending reductions, tax increases, and more 
borrowing...The budget is expected to pass by March 31; Congress may be able to pass a stimulus package 
by March. 
 

 
 

De Blasio Presents $92.28B Budget For 2022 
January 14, 2021, patch.com, Matt Troutman 
Mayor Bill de Blasio outlined a $5.25 billion budget gap, but said new savings will avert layoffs and keep vital 
programs. 
Preliminary budget, January 2021 Financial Plan, Fiscal Years 2021 – 2025: 
www1.nyc.gov/site/omb/publications/finplan01-21.page  
 
 

 

Report: Budget Options for New York City, New York City Independent Budget 
Office 
ibo.nyc.ny.us/cgi-park3/home  
You can post ideas to their Facebook page facebook.com/NYCIBO or email iboenews@ibo.nyc.ny.us. 
Providing city officials & the public with nonpartisan information on the NYC budget & economy. 
 

 

Report: Fiscal Outlook - Hard Times Ahead?: While Projected Budget Gaps Are 
Modest, the Economic and Fiscal Risks NYC Faces Are Not 

January 6, 2021, New York City Independent Budget Office  
IBO website: ibo.nyc.ny.us/cgi-park3/home  
 
 

 

Government, executive orders, legislation, rules, 
policies (including pending) 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/ny-state-of-politics/2021/01/19/cuomo-proposes-best-case--worst-case-budgets
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/hdwpe/de-blasio-presents-92-28b-budget-for-2022
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/omb/publications/finplan01-21.page
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/cgi-park3/home
mailto:facebook.com/NYCIBO
mailto:iboenews@ibo.nyc.ny.us
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/hard-times-ahead-while-projected-budget-gaps-are-modest-the-economic-and-fiscal-risks-nyc-faces-are-not-fiscal-outlook-january-2021.pdf
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/hard-times-ahead-while-projected-budget-gaps-are-modest-the-economic-and-fiscal-risks-nyc-faces-are-not-fiscal-outlook-january-2021.pdf
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/cgi-park3/home
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On January 19th, New York State updated unemployment rules. Now, New Yorkers eligible for 

unemployment working part time can report the exact amount of hours worked and reductions in benefits 
will reflect time worked more precisely. Learn more at the NYS Department of Labor website 
dol.ny.gov/unemployment/partial-unemployment-eligibility.  
 
 

 

On January 19th, the New York State Senate passed a package of legislation to support 
New York’s small businesses. State Senator Brad Hoylman is a co-sponsor of bills passed to protect 

small businesses with COVID-19 related financial hardships from eviction and foreclosure; protect 
restaurants by capping third-party delivery service fees and prohibiting food delivery apps from listing 
restaurants without a written agreement; require the New York State Department of Labor to increase their 
efforts to provide information to employers about the shared work program; freeze employers’ 
Unemployment Insurance premiums; and establish a system of partial unemployment to incentivize part-
time work. [Source: State Sen. Brad Hoylman’s email of 1/22/2021]  
 

 

Schumer calls for DOJ watchdog to probe alleged Trump effort to oust acting AG 
January 23, 2021, thehill.com, by Tal Axelrod 
Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) called for the Justice Department’s internal watchdog to 
investigate former President Trump...[for trying] to oust his former acting attorney general in a plot to 
overturn the election results...Schumer added that the Senate will “move forward” with an impeachment 
trial into Trump over his role in inciting the deadly Jan. 6 riot at the Capitol. The trial is set to begin the week 
of Feb. 8. 
 

 

Street Food Vendor Permits to Expand by Thousands Under City Council Action 
Plan 
January 22, 2021, thecity.nyc, by Christine Chung 
While would-be vendors hope to move off a years-long waiting list, struggling restaurant owners say the 
change would further undercut their pandemic-slammed businesses...The latest version of the bill aims to 
end widespread subletting of scarce permits at sharply inflated prices by requiring that all new permits be 
held by someone present and working in the cart or truck. Existing permits must transition over to that new 
system within 10 years...Left unaddressed in the latest tweaks are warnings from brick-and-mortar 
businesses that vendors’ gain will be their loss at a time when they’re also scrambling to survive amid 
restrictions barring indoor dining...“I have to pay employees, pay rent, pay the light, pay water. All these 
bills and utilities that a street vendor doesn’t"...Owners of grocery stores, including Gristedes and Morton 
Williams Supermarkets, contend vendors are “costing the city millions of dollars while siphoning off millions 
from brick-and-mortar businesses.” 
 

 
[Source: Carolyn Maloney's January 15, 2021 Weekly Update email] 

https://dol.ny.gov/unemployment/partial-unemployment-eligibility
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/535540-schumer-calls-for-doj-watchdog-to-probe-alleged-trump-effort-to-oust-acting-ag
https://www.thecity.nyc/2021/1/22/22245395/nyc-street-food-vendor-permits-to-expand
https://www.thecity.nyc/2021/1/22/22245395/nyc-street-food-vendor-permits-to-expand
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Rep. Carolyn Maloney introduced the Insurrection Financing Transparency Act on 

January 15. This bill would provide law enforcement agencies investigating the attack on the Capitol Building 
with the authority to immediately require a company to disclose its beneficial owners if it is the subject of 
an investigation in relation to the events of January 6. Just as important as it is to prosecute the rioters, it is 
equally important to investigate the financing behind this mob attack. If we are to fully understand how 
these riots occurred, we must follow the money. This bill will give law enforcement the ability to do just 
that. Read more at maloney.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/maloney-introduces-insurrection-
financing-transparency-act.  
 

 

State Sen. Brad Hoylman and Assembly Member Harvey Epstein are sponsoring the 
Save Our Storefronts Act  to offer rent relief to small businesses and non-profits and to create a 

framework for sharing the burden of this crisis among tenants, landlords, and government. You can sign 
their petition at actionnetwork.org/letters/support-s8865a10901. You can get involved in the fight to pass 
this legislation at saveourstorefronts.nyc.  
 

 

Stories we are following 
 

Helicopter Task Force Reconvened 
[Source: Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's weekly COVID newsletter, January 16, 2021] 

 
To address the scourge of helicopters flying over Manhattan (mainly coming from New 
Jersey and Westchester!), I reconvened the Helicopter Task Force in December, with 
elected officials, the NYC Economic Development Corporation, the Federal Aviation 
Administration, the Eastern Region Helicopter Council, Hudson River Park Trust, and 
helicopter companies. We discussed the origin of these helicopters, the impact of 
unmitigated noise, and proposed solutions.  
 
I’ve been in touch with NYC & Co., the city’s tourist agency (which has three helicopter 
partners and sometimes promotes discounted tickets), to determine if any of their 
helicopter partners are violating the City’s ban on nonessential flights over Manhattan. 
I’ve also contacted the NYPD and the NYC news and traffic channels to determine 
exactly how many of their aircrafts are flying over Manhattan. Our next step is to meet 
with elected officials from New Jersey. 

 

Related: (opinion) Can the Manhattan Borough President Stop the 
Chop? 
November 26, 2020, gothamgazette.com, by Julia Vitullo-Martin 

Related: Slide show from BetaNYC, an open data group that works with MBP 

Brewer. 
[Editor’s note: The 311 report from last week showed many 311 complaints about 
helicopter noise in our neighborhood.] 
 

https://maloney.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/maloney-introduces-insurrection-financing-transparency-act
https://maloney.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/maloney-introduces-insurrection-financing-transparency-act
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/support-s8865a10901
https://www.saveourstorefronts.nyc/
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9941-can-manhattan-borough-president-brewer-stop-chop-helicopters-nyc
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9941-can-manhattan-borough-president-brewer-stop-chop-helicopters-nyc
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OriuI1mKv3mw0UaOvWJABR7iAoql13R24_ZUVoGOv1M/edit#slide=id.ga905dfd576_1_1
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Reports 
 

Bridging the Digital Divide for Every New Yorker with a Universal Internet 
Guarantee, December, 2020 by Office of the Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams and New York City 

Council Member Ben Kallos 
The coronavirus pandemic has shown all of us the importance of a reliable high-speed home internet 
connection, whether for remote learning and working from home or for gathering virtually with loved 
ones...With many households...lacking high-speed Internet...we must rebuild our society with the guarantee 
of Universal Broadband—finally treating the Internet as a utility like phone service or electricity. We must 
use all of New York City’s local regulatory power to deliver on the promise of Universal Broadband by 
establishing a Universal Internet Guarantee. 
 

 

The MHNA Discount Program 
 
 
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts at the 
links below. 
 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 
 

General Discounts 
 

 

Our government representatives 
 
When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 
 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 
 
NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757, 
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov 
 

https://www.brooklyn-usa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Brooklyn_BP_Eric_Adams_NYC_CM_Ben_Kallos_Bridging_Digital_Divide_Universal_Internet_Guarantee_White_Paper_Report.pdf
https://www.brooklyn-usa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Brooklyn_BP_Eric_Adams_NYC_CM_Ben_Kallos_Bridging_Digital_Divide_Universal_Internet_Guarantee_White_Paper_Report.pdf
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
mailto:District2@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov
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NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-0580, 
KPowers@council.nyc.gov 
 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 
 
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with complaints and 
inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 212-669-7250, email: 
GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

Schedule of hearings, sign-up forms to attend and more. 
New York Senate website  nysenate.gov. 
New York State Assembly website nyassembly.gov. 
 
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-9535, 
lkrueger@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-633-
8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 212-605-
0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein, 
212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 
 
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-
Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 
 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this page.] 
nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 

 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 
 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  
 
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 212-
860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 
 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 
 

http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
mailto:quartd@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.governor.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
file:///C:/Users/Stanley%20Sheran/Dropbox/MHNA/Newsletter/2020/Weekly%20newsletters/maloney.house.gov
https://maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
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U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 
 
U.S. President Joseph Biden: website contact form: whitehouse.gov/contact 
The White House site whitehouse.gov is once more a trusted source for news on legislation, press releases, 
White House press briefings, and more. Presidential actions whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-
actions.  

 

 
Read our Privacy Statement  

 
 

If you are not a member 
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now 

 
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

 

  
And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc  

in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos! 
 

Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org 
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org 

 
You are receiving this email as a member of 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

or because you have signed up to receive our emails. 
To be removed from this list, 

send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org  
with “Remove” in the subject. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/join
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove
http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/MHNAnyc/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org

