
     
 

Information that may be of interest... 

November 30, 2020 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a service 

to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in 

the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2020.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 

www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 

 

 

 

 

Rockefeller's Release video 
November 24, 2020, Ravensbeard Wildlife Center 

Rocky's release was a success! She is a tough little bird and we're happy to see her back in her natural 
habitat. We are sure that Rocky will feel your love and support through her journey 
south. facebook.com/RavensbeardWildlifeCenter/videos/rockefellers-release/1004866233332928 
[Rocky was the little saw-whet owl that was found hiding in the branches of the Rockefeller Center 
Christmas tree.] 
 

 

 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RavensbeardWildlifeCenter/videos/rockefellers-release/1004866233332928/
https://www.facebook.com/RavensbeardWildlifeCenter/videos/rockefellers-release/1004866233332928/
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THANKSGIVING Gratitude 
By Polly Guerin 
 
Haunting hungry faces remind me 
To remember how fortunate we are 
To have abundant food— 
 
Jobless, Joyless unemployed remind us 
To remember how fortunate we are 
To have work— 
 
Abandoned aimless homeless remind us 
To remember how fortunate we are 
To have a safe home— 
 
Suffering sick despair remind us 
To remember how fortunate we are 
To live without pain— 
 
Charitable Giving Causes remind us 
To remember how fortunate we are 
To have funds to contribute— 
 
Silent Sentinel beggars remind us 
To Remember how fortunate we are 
To show compassion— 
 
Strangers stranded remind us  
To remember how fortunate we are 
To give help— 
 
Soldiers soldiering alone remind us 
To remember how fortunate we are 
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To acknowledge their sacrifice— 
 
Seniors silently waiting remind us 
To remember how fortunate we are 
To give them comfort— 
 
Thanksgiving celebrations remind us 
To remember how fortunate we are 
To partake in the bounty. 
 

Polly Guerin is a long time resident of Murray Hill and a MHNA member. 

Photo of an autumn wreath in a Murray Hill doorway, 2019. 

 

 

 
 
Take our quick survey: What would like to see from the 
MHNA? 

In an effort to find out what kind of information from the MHNA is the most useful and fun for you, 
we’ve put together a quick survey and we’d love your feedback. Whether you’re a member or not, let 
us know how we can bring you more of what you want! 

Your answers will be anonymous and the results will not be published, we’ll just use them to help 
plan our communications with you. 

Thanks for sharing your opinions! 

 
 

Take the Survey! 

 

 

Kudos! 
 

Welcome to Lexi Nails and Spa, a new MHNA business member, located at 258 Lexington 

Avenue (35th Street), 212-660-9986, instagram.com/lexi_nails_spa. They are offering a  10% discount 
to MHNA members (discount code: celebrate). 
 

 

https://forms.gle/Z4YMHn8FdWLPMfip6
https://www.instagram.com/lexi_nails_spa
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Neighbor, pianist and MHNA member Sona Cohen was quoted with a photo in 
The Beat, Third Street Music School Settlement's newsletter. See the whole article on page 11 of 

The Beat.  murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/The_Beat_2020-2021_Sona_Cohen.pdf.  
 

 

 

Shop local. Shop small. 

Amicale Cashmere online sale 

 
Copyright © 2020 Amicale Cashmere, All rights reserved. 
45% off using the Coupon Code: SAMPLE45. The discount is valid through Monday, November 30th. 
All sales using this code will be FINAL.  There is also a sitewide sale of 25% off using code FRIDAY. A 
percentage of all sales will be donated to Bundles of Joy, an organization that supports caregivers 
whose newborns are in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Mount Sinai Hospital. 
amicalecashmere.com, Amicale, 148 Madison Avenue (32nd Street), Fl 13, New York, NY 10016-6772, 
email hello@amicalecashmere.com. For more than 70 years and spanning three generations of family 
dedication, Amicale Cashmere has been devoted to sourcing the world’s most luxurious fibers and 
working with highly skilled artisans to create unique and timeless cashmere fabric, knitwear and 
accessories. 

 

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/The_Beat_2020-2021_Sona_Cohen.pdf
amicalecashmere.com
mailto:hello@amicalecashmere.com
https://www.amicalecashmere.com
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Lindenmeyr Travel announces Ski vacations in Europe (maybe in March) 
If you are not comfortable with the idea of traveling, going for a drive or walking in your 
neighborhood, please stay home and maintain your comfort level. Wait until next year. Lindenmeyr 
Travel has been here for 34 years and will continue to answer your questions, offer help across the 
travel spectrum along with when and where you can go. They were able to get full refunds for their 
clients who had to cancel their travel plans last spring. Someday soon, we’ll all be able to, again, take 
wing when those European skies open for us. Till then, keep in touch, wear your masks, keep your 
distances, wash your hands, think positively, be well, and remember it’s not what in your suitcase on 
arrival but what’s in it on departure! Since 1986,  212-725-2807 or 800-248-2807, 19 East 37th Street, 
Suite 4-R, lindenmeyrtravel.com, email Chips at Chips@LindenmeyrTravel.com. 

 

 
December 1 — 3     12-4pm 

Holiday Special: The Shop at Scandinavia House Curbside Pickup 
This season, the Shop is offering a range of Scandinavian design items for personal and corporate 
gifts, as well as featured Nordic Holiday Gift Baskets with Scandinavian classics such as glogg, 
pepparkakor, knäckebröd, coffee, lingonberry treats, and more, starting at $60 and up. Please place 
orders in advance by contacting shop@amscan.org or 212-847-9737. Other times are also available 
upon request. scandinaviahouse.org/events/shop-curbside-holiday-pickup. 58 Park Avenue (between 
37th & 38th Street),  212-779-3587. 

 

mailto:lindenmeyrtravel.com
mailto:Chips@LindenmeyrTravel.com
mailto:shop@amscan.org
http://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/shop-curbside-holiday-pickup
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Galleria on 3rd has a new inventory of original artwork, mugs, t-shirts and bags 
529 Third Avenue (between 35th - 36th Street), Tel: 212-683-2886 or 212-683-4280, email 
galleria3rd@gmail.com. www.galleriaonthird.com.  

 

 

 

NYC’s reopening 

New York City is in Phase 4 of the coronavirus reopening. Further increases in the statewide 
coronavirus positivity rate are expected after the Thanksgiving holiday. 

High risk activities with gatherings of people are being phased in slowly and cautiously. Indoor 
activities pose a higher risk than outdoor activities. 

See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including  
Reopening 
Neighborhood houses of worship, museums, educational and cultural institutions 
Neighborhood restaurants, food & spirits that are open for delivery & pickup  
Neighborhood retail, health care (including pets) & services that are open  
and more. 
 

mailto:galleria3rd@gmail.com
http://www.galleriaonthird.com/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11601&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11564&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11547&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11549&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar


7 
 

 

New York State in consultation with health experts is developing a winter plan 

to respond to the continued threat that COVID-19 poses to our state. The first step is to prioritize 
areas with the highest hospitalization rates to avoid adding strain to any hospital system. They are 
also looking at the best way to safely keep K-8 schools open, through testing and best practices. 
Finally, they are working toward operationalizing the vaccine plan for our state.  
[Source: Gov. Cuomo's NYS Coronavirus Update email 11/25/2020]  
 
 

 

New York City’s youngest students will return to school buildings on 
December 7. De Blasio’s new reopening plan will welcome back students in 3-K, pre-K, and K-5 on 

Dec. 7. Buildings will reopen on Dec. 10 for all grades of District 75, which serves students with the 
most significant disabilities. Read more in the Schools section below. Schools have been temporarily 
closed since November 19 due to the coronavirus rate rising above 3%. 
 

 
Murray Hill still has a lower than average COVID-19 infection rate compared to the rest of NYC, NY 
State and the rest of the country. But in our neighborhood the rate has also been increasing.  
 

 
 
The above data is from the NYC Department of Health website COVID-19 tracker  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page 
The view is the 7-day Percent Positive and Test Rate by ZIP code (for Zip code 10016). 
New York State COVID-19 tracker forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard. 
Cluster zone lookup tool covidhotspotlookup.health.ny.gov/#/home.  
 

 

Cuomo Attacks Supreme Court, but Virus Ruling Is Warning to Governors 

November 26, 2020, nytimes.com, by Jesse McKinley and Liam Stack 
[T]he U.S. Supreme Court forcefully entered the arena, signaling that it was willing to impose new 
constraints on executive and emergency orders during the pandemic, at least where constitutional 
rights are affected...the court struck down an order by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo that had restricted the 
size of religious gatherings in certain areas of New York where infection rates were climbing. The 
governor had imposed 10- and 25-person capacity limits on churches and other houses of worship in 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page
https://forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard
https://covidhotspotlookup.health.ny.gov/#/home
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/26/nyregion/supreme-court-churches-religious-gatherings.html
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those areas...“I have said from the beginning the restrictions imposed by Governor Cuomo were an 
overreach that did not take into account the size of our churches or the safety protocols that have 
kept parishioners safe,” Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn said...Legal experts say the court’s 
ruling could be used to challenge those and other rules elsewhere...The legal dispute between the 
state and religious leaders has been animated by tensions dating to March over what secular officials 
consider to be an important [essential] service at a time of crisis. 

 

 

(opinion) Here's how we can bring back Midtown (paywall)  

November 4, 2020, crainsnewyork.com, by Keith Powers, NYC Council Member 
 

 

IMPORTANT: There is still no cure or vaccine ready for distribution for COVID-
19. To prevent the spread of COVID-19: 

• wear face coverings when you are with people who are not in the same household 

• maintain distance (6 feet between people who are not in the same household) 

• practice good hand hygiene 

• stay home if sick 
 
Gatherings are limited to 50 people. Religious gatherings are limited to gathering sizes and protocols 
for essential activities.  
 
The CDC advises that holiday travel and gatherings will be high risk for some people 
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html.   
 

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Sites run by New York State are free  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there 
will be charges. NYC testing sites: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page. 

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, no appointment necessary, but there may be long lines. Be sure that they set up your 

patient portal so that you can get your results. Test results usually come back in 1-2 days. If you don’t 
get your results timely, call and ask to speak with a clinician; they can check your file.  
 

 

Your Old Radiator Is a Pandemic-Fighting Weapon 
August 5, 2020, bloomberg.com, by Patrick Sisson 
The coronavirus pandemic has revived interest in the role design has played fighting infectious 
diseases. Most famously, the trailblazing modern architecture of the early 20th century — open to 
nature and filled with light and air...reflected au courant ideas about health and wellness, especially in 
combating the scourge of tuberculosis (which also influenced bathroom design)...The battle against 

https://www.crainsnewyork.com/op-ed/heres-how-we-can-bring-back-midtown
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-08-05/the-curious-history-of-steam-heat-and-pandemics
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pathogens reshaped the inner working of buildings, too. Take that familiar annoyance for New 
Yorkers: the clanky radiator that overheats apartments even on the coldest days of the year. It turns 
out that the prodigious output of steam-heated buildings is the direct result of theories of infection 
control that were enlisted in the battle against the great global pandemic of 1918 and 1919. The 
Spanish Influenza, which caused just over 20,000 deaths in New York City alone, “changed heating 
once and for all.”...the Board of Health in New York City ordered that windows should remain open to 
provide ventilation, even in cold weather. In response, engineers began devising heating systems with 
this extreme use case in mind. Steam heating and radiators were designed to heat buildings on the 
coldest day of the year with all the windows open...The 1901 New York State Tenement House Act 
mandated that every room have an outdoor facing window...Roughly 80%  of residential buildings in 
NYC are still heated by steam...The durability of steam “has locked into place technical limitations of a 
century ago, ” the report noted; their role as disease-fighters forgotten, radiators are now seen as 
energy-sucking dinosaurs. 
 

 

 

 

Photos from November 27 

 
Macy’s windows 
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Masked and garlanded NYPL lion 
 

 

Bryant Park skating rink 
 

 

 

 

Grants, loans and other benefits for small businesses 

 
[Source: Gov. Cuomo's NYS Coronavirus Update email, 11/20/2020] 
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Small business owners can check if they are eligible for New York State 
support programs or incentives.  
There are a number of business incentives that small business owners may be able to take advantage 
of. To get started, simply answer questions about your business and New York's Business Express 
Incentive Wizard will provide a list of New York State programs and services that could help your 
business get off the ground.  businessexpress.ny.gov/app/iw/startnewincentive  
 

 

 

Job opportunities, volunteering and internships 

 
The MHNA is seeking a social media volunteer 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is seeking a computer and social media savvy volunteer to:  

• Create timely social media content that advances the profile of the MHNA 
on social media channels 

• Learn about the overall mission and programs of the MHNA and implement social media to 
support the MHNA 

• Collaborate and brainstorm ideas with MHNA Board members and partners 
for social media and other relevant communication channels 

We are also open to ideas for new posts or features as suggested by our volunteers. This work can be 
done remotely, and is estimated to take approximately 2 hours per week. If interested, please contact 
info@murrayhillnyc.org. Learn more about the MHNA’s social media at Facebook and Instagram. 

 

 
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) is still hiring temporary 
employees to assist with disaster relief efforts during these unprecedented 
times.  
The positions include: 

• Call Center Customer Service Representative 

• Document Preparation/Legal Review/Loan Closings 

• Loan Processing/Credit Analysis/Mortgage Underwriting 

• Program Support 
Apply today at sba.gov/page/disaster-response-jobs-sba. 
 

 

NYC Service is asking organizations across the city to help build a network of 
organizations ready to respond to emergencies by filling out the Volunteer Deployment 

Survey airtable.com/shr6w9NXCiGxFdSyr.  The City’s Volunteer Coordination Task Force will use the 
survey responses to share updates and needs with organization’s volunteer managers in the event of 
an emergency, such as a coastal storm or second wave of COVID-19. Fill out the Volunteer 
Deployment Survey if any of the following apply to your organization or group: Your organization or 

https://www.businessexpress.ny.gov/app/iw/startnewincentive
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Social%20media%20volunteer
https://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC
https://www.instagram.com/MHNAnyc
https://www.sba.gov/page/disaster-response-jobs-sba
https://airtable.com/shr6w9NXCiGxFdSyr
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group engaged volunteers during the COVID-19 pandemic, Your organization or group has volunteers 
that can be deployed during emergencies, You plan on deploying volunteers during COVID-19 or any 
other emergency, such as a coastal storm. Apply to become a member of the NYC Community 
Emergency Response Team www1.nyc.gov/site/em/volunteer/nyc-cert.page which assists first 
responders with community preparedness and disaster support. Apply at 
nycem.samaritan.com/cert/#/volunteer_registration  
 

 

 

Elections 
 
 

NYC Blows Past Deadline To Certify General Election Results As Lawmakers 
Push Reforms 
November 28, 2020, gothamist.com, by Brigid Bergin, WNYC 
The New York City Board of Elections has missed the legal deadline to submit their final election 
results to the state, which was originally set for November 28th. Instead, city election officials plan to 
submit the results on December 1st. The city BOE announced the decision earlier this week following 
an unprecedented election where absentee ballots played an even greater role in the election. The 
city BOE received a record-breaking 700,000 absentee ballots, with more voters taking advantage of 
the option to cast their ballot without visiting their poll site during the ongoing pandemic. But they 
did not begin counting those votes until November 10th, the last day the city BOE could receive an 
absentee ballot by mail...Democratic co-chair of the state Board of Elections, Douglas Kellner, told 
Gothamist/WNYC that the state has already begun to prepare the certification documents it needs to 
sign off on at their meeting scheduled for Thursday, December 3rd. Despite the city’s delay, he said 
he does not expect the delay to prevent the state from meeting its own certification deadline of 
December 7th. 
 

 

 

Upcoming events 

December 2    6  – 7pm 

Senator Krueger's Virtual Town Hall: COVID-19 and Your Mental Health 
Steven N. Moskowitz, MSW Director, Bureau of Emergency Preparedness and Response at the State 
Office Of Mental Health, along with Douglass Ruderman, Director, Project Hope at the State Office of 
Mental Health, will join Senator Krueger to discuss the impact of COVID-19 on our mental health. New 
Yorkers have been living with the COVID-19 for months and currently are facing a second wave of the 
virus. Many of us are worried and anxious, and those of us who have lost a loved one, lost our job, or 
are recovering from the virus may be experiencing significant mental health symptoms for the first 
time in our lives. At this town hall we will hear from the experts about the impact of the virus on our 
mental health, and about resources designed to address it. Co-Sponsored By: Manhattan Borough 
President Gale Brewer, Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney, Senator Brad Hoylman, Assembly 
Members Dick Gottfried, Dan Quart, and Rebecca Seawright, and Council Members Ben Kallos and 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/volunteer/nyc-cert.page
https://nycem.samaritan.com/cert/#/volunteer_registration
https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-blows-past-deadline-certify-general-election-results-lawmakers-push-reforms
https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-blows-past-deadline-certify-general-election-results-lawmakers-push-reforms
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Keith Powers. You will have the option of joining the event online through Zoom, Facebook. or you 
can listen in by telephone. Register at  tinyurl.com/covidandmentalhealth. Attendees will be able to 
submit questions through Zoom and Facebook during the event but are strongly encouraged to 
submit them in advance. 
 

 
December 3     6:30 – 8pm 
Community Education Council (CEC) School District 2 Town Hall – Remote Learning and Your Family, 
Ideas for Meaningful Change District parents, principals, and teachers are encouraged to share what 
works, what should be replicated, and what can be constructively improved, as we try to support all 
our students and families during this unprecedented crisis. Register at 
zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMvdO2hqT4vHdJFLNzq4Hi0zMBavMQ4N91I to join by zoom. Your 
thoughts will be collected in advance by filling out this form: forms.gle/vVsU8bBxexYS9TFU9. 
 
 

 
December 5   10:30am - 12pm 
KEEP MURRAY HILL CLEAN Kick-Off Event! 
Join the Green & Clean Committee, Councilmember Keith Powers and ACE, as we kick-off this 
important community program. Receive your free Starter Kit when you Adopt Your Block! This is a 
safe outdoor event. Adopt Your Block and be part of the solution! Clean streets discourage littering. 
Get a Starter Kit:  Campaign Hat, Mask, Gloves, Grabbers, Vest and Bag. Adopt a Block in advance 
here: forms.gle/XuNAHMRKAZ861n5KA. Join our Facebook Group here: 
facebook.com/groups/KeepMurrayHillClean. Can't attend or can’t participate physically, but you want 
to help? Show support for your Green & Clean Community: Hand out flyers and volunteer to help our 
kick-off event! Flyer 
at El Rio Grande (in the plaza upstairs)  
at 37th Street & 3rd Avenue 

 

https://tinyurl.com/covidandmentalhealth
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMvdO2hqT4vHdJFLNzq4Hi0zMBavMQ4N91I
https://forms.gle/vVsU8bBxexYS9TFU9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMr1DIK3EZw01Vlnf8XipCQamJP_Vv_UeWRPtDSkWYsfeNtA/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/groups/KeepMurrayHillClean
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/Events/Flyer_Keith_Powers__Keep_Murray_Hill_Clean2020email.pdf
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Murray Hill's Annual Tree Lighting 
Sunday, December 6 

5:15pm 
Park Avenue Mall 

(between 34th & 39th Street) 

Join your friends and neighbors at 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

annual tree lighting celebration on the Park Avenue Mall. 

Stand anywhere on Park Avenue between 
34th & 39th Street 

Please wear masks and keep social distance 
Trees will be lit at 5:30pm 

Free and open to the public. 
Family-friendly 

This event is presented by 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

Patrons of Park Avenue (POPA) 

 

 

 

 

Cancelled & reimagined events 
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NYC SantaCon is canceled due to COVID-19 pandemic 
November 26, 2020, nypost.com, by Kenneth Garger 
“All of the reindeer got the ’rona, so the elves have advised Santa to hold off on the in-person 
merriment.” – the organizers of SantaCon, in a message canceling the pub crawl that attracts 
hundreds of drunken revelers dressed as Santa to New York City – no doubt much to the relief of 
residents who detest the event, via the Post. 
Read more on the SantaCon website santacon.nyc. 
 

 

Reopen NYC: A virtual New Year's Eve planned in Times Square 
Wednesday, September 23, 2020, by Eyewitness News 
The 2020 New Year's Eve ball drop in Times Square will be held virtually. The owner of One Times 
Square has designed the famous Times Square space virtually and built a broadcast app so that 
everyone, regardless of where they are, can enjoy the iconic ball drop safely. In previous years, as 
many as one million people have gathered in the Times Square area to celebrate the new 
year..."People all over the globe are ready to join New Yorkers in welcoming in the new year with the 
iconic Ball Drop. I commend the Times Square Alliance, Jamestown Properties, and Countdown 
Entertainment on finding a safe, creative and innovative way for all of us to continue to celebrate this 
century old-tradition...The owner of One Times Square, Jamestown, where the New Year's Eve Ball 
drops, has built the virtual world of Times Square and a complementary broadcast app to allow 
everyone to experience Times Square and celebrate with us in these unusual times. The organizers 
noted that as in past years, news, people and pop culture from the year will be woven into the 
celebration. 
 
The 2020 New Year's Eve ball drop in Times Square will be held virtually. The owner of One Times 
Square has designed the famous Times Square space virtually and built a broadcast app so that 
everyone, regardless of where they are, can enjoy the iconic ball drop safely. In previous years, as 
many as one million people have gathered in the Times Square area to celebrate the new year. Learn 
more abc7ny.com/health/a-virtual-new-years-eve-planned-in-times-square/6521832/ 
 

 

 

 

Kudos to Murray Hill public schools (partial listing)! 

 
COVID-19 Report Card for PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray. As of November 25, no cases 

were reported. Total On-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=305. Total Off-site Students Enrolled 
+ Teachers/Staff=170. 

COVID-19 Report Card for The River School. As of November 25, no new cases were 

reported and only 1 case since 9/8/2020. Total On-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=397. Total 
Off-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=106. 

 

https://nypost.com/2020/11/26/nyc-santacon-is-canceled-due-to-covid-19-pandemic/
https://santacon.nyc/
https://abc7ny.com/health/a-virtual-new-years-eve-planned-in-times-square/6521832/
https://abc7ny.com/health/a-virtual-new-years-eve-planned-in-times-square/6521832/
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010116;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010281;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
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COVID-19 Report Card for Murray Hill Academy. As of November 25, no cases were 

reported. Total On-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=241. Total Off-site Students Enrolled + 
Teachers/Staff=61. 

 

 

Murray Hill in the news 
 

 
 

Jeep carrying $500K in medical supplies stolen off Manhattan street 
November 28, 2020, nydailynews.com, by Elizabeth Keogh 
A car carrying about $500,000 worth of medical supplies was stolen Saturday evening outside an 
upscale Manhattan townhouse once owned by President Martin Van Buren’s family. The black Jeep 
Compass was parked on E. 38th St. near Third Ave. in Murray Hill when the thief hopped in around 
6:15 p.m. and took off, cops said. The Jeep’s owner was delivering surgical equipment in the area and 
left the keys in the ignition before it was stolen, police sources said. The Jeep was lifted outside a 
multi-million dollar townhouse which originally served as a gatehouse for an estate owned by the 
family of Van Buren, a New York governor and U.S. Senator who was the eighth president of the 
United States from 1837 to 1841. The city Landmarks Preservation Foundation designated the 
townhouse as a landmark in 1989. 
 

 

 

 

Changes in the neighborhood 

https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200011432;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-car-stolen-medical-supplies-20201129-jlxcmzl6uvhytbvqu6cgw7nehe-story.html
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1,646-Foot-Tall Project Commodore Revealed, New York City’s Possible New 
Tallest Building By Roof Height, In Midtown East 
November 21, 2020, newyorkyimby.com, by Vanessa Londono 
An Environmental Assessment Statement for 109 East 42nd Street in Midtown East reveals details for 
the proposed Project Commodore, a 1,646-foot-tall skyscraper on the site currently occupied by 
Grand Hyatt New York. Developed under the Commodore Owner LLC by RXR Realty and TF 
Cornerstone, the mixed-use supertall is designed by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill. Components include 
2,108,820 square feet of office space, a smaller 500-room Grand Hyatt hotel, approximately 10,000 
square feet open-air publicly accessible space, and 43,370 square feet of retail including some 
controlled by the MTA on the cellar, ground, and second floors. Sitting directly east of Grand Central 
Terminal in the center of the Midtown East rezoning initiative, the 89-story building will yield a total 
of 2,976,740 square feet. The ground floor would contain the hotel lobby and office lobby, a 
reconstructed Lexington Passage with MTA retail, 6,350 square feet of transit hall space, and 
approximately 2,400 square feet of additional area for subway entries off 42nd Street and Lexington 
Avenue. Image: Project Commodore Rendering. Copyright Skidmore, Owings & Merrill 
 

 
Asser Levy Playground Update  

[The Asser Levy Playground is at 24th Street and the FDR Drive] 
Construction for the East Side Coastal Resiliency (ESCR) Project is set to begin this month at the Asser 
Levy Playground, which will close for several months. As part of ESCR, Asser Levy Playground will be 
completely redone and will reopen in Summer 2021. The handball court at Asser Levy Playground will 
remain open throughout construction, as will the Asser Levy Recreation Center. The ESCR Project is 
designed to implement flood protection measures from hurricanes and tropical storms between 
Montgomery Street and 25th Street along the East River. This is an unprecedented step in New York 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/11/1646-foot-tall-project-commodore-revealed-new-york-citys-possible-new-tallest-building-by-roof-height-in-midtown-east.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/11/1646-foot-tall-project-commodore-revealed-new-york-citys-possible-new-tallest-building-by-roof-height-in-midtown-east.html
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City’s fight against climate change. Full flood protection is scheduled to be in place prior to hurricane 
season in 2023 and the full project is expected to be completed in 2025. You can learn more about 
the East Side Coastal Resiliency Project on its website. www1.nyc.gov/site/escr/index.page  

 

 

 

Traffic, travel and transportation 
 

Stairway Closure to Facilitate Art Installation in Grand Central Subway Station 
Following recent upgrades completed as part of the 42 St Connection Project, the MTA is preparing to 
welcome a new artwork by celebrated artist Jim Hodges. His large-scale, mirrored-glass artwork, "I 
dreamed a world and called it Love," commissioned by MTA Arts & Design, will span the stairs and 
escalators at the busiest entry point in the NYC Transit subway system. To prepare for the installation, 
the MTA will close the stairs and escalators at the 42nd Street Passage entrance to Grand Central 
Station from Grand Central Terminal. Work will begin in early December and should take about two 
and a half weeks to complete. 
 

 
From Notify NYC: Travel Advisory 

Travel increases chance of getting & spreading COVID-19. Know the latest New York 

State travel restrictions: coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory. 

 

 

The State Police will supplement regular patrols statewide with fixed sobriety 
checkpoints, underage drinking enforcement, and the "Operation Hang Up" 
initiative, which targets distracted drivers by utilizing Concealed Identity Traffic Enforcement (CITE) 

patrol vehicles to better locate drivers talking or texting on handheld devices. These unmarked 
vehicles blend in with everyday traffic, but are unmistakable as emergency vehicles once emergency 
lighting is activated. 

 

 

Fixing the Sinkhole on the FDR Service Road 
Several weeks ago, a sinkhole opened up on the FDR Drive Service Road just north of Waterside Plaza. 
While the area has now been secured, closures in the area near the sinkhole have disrupted traffic 
patterns in the area, including M34A bus service to Waterside Plaza. City and state agencies recently 
concluded their investigation of the problem and determined that the sinkhole resulted from a gap in 
the area underneath the roadway that had allowed water to wash out the soils securing that portion 
of the service road.  The New York State Department of Transportation, which will be conducting the 
repairs to fix the problem, has obtained the required permits for repairs and is expected to begin 
work next week. The work is expected to take 2-3 weeks to complete. [Keith Powers's] office will 
continue to be in close touch with city and state agencies and local stakeholders to ensure a smooth 
repair process. 
[source: Keith Powers's email November News, November 23, 2020 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/escr/index.page
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
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Congestion Pricing Can Still Happen in 2021 — But There Are a Lot of ‘Ifs,’ 
Including President Biden 
November 19, 2020, nyc.streetsblog.org, by Dave Colon 
President Trump’s Department of Transportation has blocked congestion pricing for what experts say 
are illegitimate political reasons, but advocates are hopeful that incoming President Biden will fast-
track the life- and transit-saving Manhattan tolls so that they can still start in 2021...But work needed 
to be done — specifically, the state needed to conduct either a formal environmental-impact 
statement or a less-formal environmental assessment...In either case, the MTA’s scenarios were 
based on the assumption that the feds would decide which review they wanted by August, 2019. But 
the feds did not decide by August, 2019...the US DOT still has not told the state what kind of 
environmental review it wants...MTA Chairman and CEO Pat Foye has said that the positive 
environmental effects of congestion pricing should exempt congestion pricing from the standard 
environmental review process...The second scenario requires … the U.S. Senate! Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell has already said he will be an impediment to Biden’s picks...There’s one thing that 
the state has not done — and could: It must staff up the Traffic Mobility Review Board, the panel that 
is tasked with recommending toll prices and exemptions to the MTA Board for approval. The state law 
that created congestion pricing also created the board — which insulates politicians from being the 
ones who “set” and raise the toll — and mandated that it issue no report before Nov. 15, 2020, or 
four days ago, and by Dec. 31, 2020 at the latest. 
 

 

 

Schools, children & youth programs 

 

New York City’s youngest students will return to school buildings on Dec. 7, 

Mayor Bill de Blasio said today in an announcement that also signaled a shift in his approach to school 
reopening. After facing intense pushback over his decision to close school buildings more than a week 
ago, de Blasio’s new reopening plan will welcome back students in 3-K, pre-K, and K-5 on Dec. 7. 
Buildings will reopen on Dec. 10 for all grades of District 75, which serves students with the most 
significant disabilities. The mayor has no timeline to bring back middle and high school students, 
saying the city is “just not able to do that yet.” In a major shift for the nation’s largest public school 
system, de Blasio said the city will no longer use a percentage positivity rate to shutter buildings 
across the five boroughs, as it did Nov. 19 when the city hit a 3% coronavirus positivity rate over 
seven days. Instead, 20% of students will be tested in schools on a weekly basis, as opposed to the 
monthly testing program at schools citywide. Read more 
ny.chalkbeat.org/2020/11/29/21725145/nyc-schools-reopen-dec-7  
[Source: Chalkbeat New York <ny.tips@chalkbeat.org>, JUST IN: NYC elementary school students will 
return to buildings Dec. 7, email of 11/29/2020] 
 

 

Learning Bridges sites schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/learning-bridges -- free 

childcare locations for 3-K through 8th grade students and run by local nonprofits-- will remain open, 
and there are still seats available throughout Manhattan. If you apply and are assigned a location that 
is too far from you, you can request a different site. 
prek4all.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ac4kZNaIMaixbc9  

https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2020/11/19/congestion-pricing-can-still-happen-in-2021-but-there-are-a-lot-of-ifs-including-president-biden/
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2020/11/19/congestion-pricing-can-still-happen-in-2021-but-there-are-a-lot-of-ifs-including-president-biden/
https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2020/11/29/21725145/nyc-schools-reopen-dec-7
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/learning-bridges
https://prek4all.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ac4kZNaIMaixbc9
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Housing, homelessness & affordability 

(Opinion) New York City has enough vacant apartments to house the 
homeless: It’s time to do it 
November 17, 2020, amny.com, by Ben Kallos, New York City Council Member and Co-Founder of the 
Eastside Taskforce for Homeless Outreach and Services (ETHOS) and Frederick Shack, Chief Executive 
Officer at Urban Pathways, a nonprofit serving approximately 3,700 at-risk and homeless New Yorkers 
each year 
New York is not dead, but tens of thousands of apartments here are empty. This presents an 
unprecedented opportunity to house every New Yorker experiencing homelessness. As a city we have 
a moral mandate to permanently house our homeless now. We can do so by creating tens of 
thousands of affordable housing units in existing empty apartments, including in our tallest buildings 
and wealthiest neighborhoods. No matter what neighborhood we live in, we can all welcome 
unhoused New Yorkers onto our block and into our buildings...Prior to the pandemic, New York City 
paid $3.2 billion a year on costly shelter beds and commercial hotels. We pay far more to shelter 
families than it would cost to supplement their rent and provide them with a permanent home...New 
York City needs to be bold and start using these empty apartments to house our homeless. The city 
should start by renting apartments directly, then sublet to homeless New Yorkers. While we currently 
spend over $6,000 per month to provide shelter, median rents in Manhattan have dropped to below 
$3,000. Even by renting apartments in expensive Manhattan neighborhoods, the city would see 
savings and could cover utilities, groceries and social services. With historically low mortgage rates, 
buying condominiums and cooperatives to house the homeless would be an even better long-term 
investment. In fact, there are more than 4,600 homes and apartments for sale in New York City with 2 
bedrooms or more, whose monthly payments would come in far below the $6,000 budgeted limit. 
The $6,000 a month high-water mark opens up our city’s wealthiest neighborhoods from the Upper 
East Side to Brooklyn Heights...We’ve tried incremental solutions that have not proven enough...it 
might seem unfair to take such drastic measures to house the homeless...The reality is that evictions 
and lack of access to affordable housing are the primary cause of homelessness. As for the relatively 
small percentage of homeless New Yorkers who face mental health or substance use disorders, we 
must not criminalize these conditions, but rather introduce social services to help stabilize their lives. 
We know that housing first models work, and that in order for anyone to begin the process of 
receiving mental health treatment or reducing their substance use, they first need their most basic 
needs met: a warm bed to sleep in, a place to shower, and 3 meals a day.   

 

 

 

 

Budget & taxes 

 

Cuomo staff skirted hiring freeze, and rules for exemptions from it 
November 27, 2020, timesunion.com, by Chris Bragg 

https://www.amny.com/opinion/op-ed-new-york-city-has-enough-vacant-apartments-to-house-the-homeless-its-time-to-do-it/
https://www.amny.com/opinion/op-ed-new-york-city-has-enough-vacant-apartments-to-house-the-homeless-its-time-to-do-it/
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Cuomo-s-political-hires-were-approved-despite-15753854.php
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As New York’s budget deficit ballooned this spring, state budget director Robert Mujica sought to 
dramatically slow spending by imposing a “strict” freeze on all hiring by state agencies. In his April 
directive, Mujica laid out clear rules for agencies wishing to break the freeze: They needed to receive 
approval from the Division of Budget (DOB) by showing why the position could not be filled internally 
and explaining how the new employee was “essential to protect health and safety” amid the COVID-
19 pandemic. Yet by August, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s office had hired four veterans of Democratic 
presidential campaigns at a combined taxpayer cost of $567,000 in annual salaries. 
 

 

De Blasio and NYC sanitation workers union find more savings to avoid layoffs 
November 16, 2020, nydailynews.com, by Michael Gartland 
 

 

NY lawmakers, judges won't get pay raise next year 
November 16, 2020, democratandchronicle.com, by Jon Campbell 
A state panel charged with examining the salary levels of many New York officials issued a final report 
Monday recommending against a pay hike for the next four years, citing the ongoing COVID-19 crisis 
that has devastated the state's finances. The panel's recommendation will take effect unless state 
lawmakers decide to overturn them prior to Jan. 1, which is not expected. 
 

 

 

 

Government, executive orders, legislation, rules, policies & 
enforcement (including pending) 

(advocacy) NYC Policies To Support Hospitality 
The NYC Hospitality Alliance testified at a City Council hearing regarding preventing further business 
loss during the second wave of COVID-19. [The NYC Hospitality Alliance] successfully advocat[ed] for 
many NYC level polices since COVID-19 hit, such as suspending enforcement of personal liability 
guarantees in leases, creating the outdoor dining program (Open Restaurants), capping third-party 
delivery fees, and more, it is crystal clear that our city's restaurants and nightlife establishments need 
A LOT more support from all levels of government. [They] called on the city to convert small business' 
sales tax collection into cash grants, forgive property taxes, provide expedited COVID-19 tests to our 
industry's employees, require that third-party companies (delivery, reservation platforms, etc) 
provide ownership of customer data to restaurants, provide as much advanced notice as possible 
regarding any change in policies to businesses, and more. Read testimony 
files.constantcontact.com/063fcfef301/53e40ef0-9e4b-4eaa-a235-6c622ada6e5f.pdf. 

 

 

NYC To Step Up Quarantine Enforcement Over Holidays, Mayor Says 
November 24, 2020, patch.com, by Nick Garber 
Mayor de Blasio and the city sheriff said Tuesday that travelers caught violating state quarantine 
orders would be subject to $1,000 fines. 

https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-nyc-coronavirus-de-blasio-sanitation-workers-union-20201116-fenqiuzrzjc5vifpb7uoccxvxi-story.html
https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/politics/albany/2020/11/16/no-pay-raise-cuomo-new-york-judges-lawmakers-next-year/6317040002
https://files.constantcontact.com/063fcfef301/53e40ef0-9e4b-4eaa-a235-6c622ada6e5f.pdf
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/hbqi5/nyc-to-step-up-quarantine-enforcement-over-holidays-mayor-says
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Related: Transcript of Mayor de Blasio's media availability on November 24, 
2020, Sheriff Joseph Fucito's presentation 

Sheriff Joseph Fucito: [T]here has to be enforcement in order to keep everyone safe. So, I’ll go over 
just some highlights of how we're going to be keeping enforcement regarding the compliance with 
the travel quarantine and the standing emergency orders. Sheriff teams will be out in-force as the 
holidays approach. There will be vehicle checkpoints at key bridges and crossings throughout New 
York City. Sheriff will also be conducting checkpoints at curbside drop off bus stops – so, out-of-state 
buses coming into New York City, when they drop off at the curb, they will be met by sheriff teams. 
The T2 team and the sheriff would also be serving Department of Health general orders for travelers 
arriving in New York, advising him of the quarantine and what they have to do in order to comply 
with the quarantine. In addition, the Sheriff's Office will be sending out emails. We'll also include 
robocalls and text messages if you sign up with the New York State traveler website.  If you violate 
the travel quarantine, there will be consequences. Violation of a self-quarantine travel regulation may 
result in deputy sheriffs serving you a mandatory quarantine order issued by the Health 
Commissioner. In cases of violation, Deputies could serve you with a civil summons that carries a 
$1,000 fine. As a practical matter, and as the Mayor stated previously, the Sheriff's Office would be 
concentrating on large-scale gatherings. Our actions in the last several months have reinforced this 
point. Deputy sheriffs are investigating massive events that violate a panoply of criminal, fire, 
building, health and other regulatory laws at locations such as illegal fight clubs, underground raves, 
and illegal gambling dens. These activities were illegal and sometimes deadly before COVID-19, and 
the public safety hazards regarding them have been amplified exponentially by the pandemic.   
 

 
 

Two Underground Parties Busted By NYC Sheriff's Office Over Thanksgiving 
Holiday 
November 28, 2020, gothamist.com, by Sophia Chang 
A photo of the West 36th Street commercial building where an illicit party with nearly 400 people 
were gathered. [The building at 202 West 36th Street. NYC Sheriff’s Office] 
 

http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/810-20/transcript-mayor-de-blasio-holds-media-availability
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/810-20/transcript-mayor-de-blasio-holds-media-availability
https://gothamist.com/news/two-underground-parties-busted-nyc-sheriffs-office-over-thanksgiving-holiday
https://gothamist.com/news/two-underground-parties-busted-nyc-sheriffs-office-over-thanksgiving-holiday
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11/17/2020 Keith Powers @KeithPowersNYC 

NYC Council Member Keith Powers' bill to prevent source of income discrimination in 
housing is being signed into law. This will make it easier for New Yorkers to find permanent 

housing. 
 

 
 

New Law Speeds Repairs for Tenants in New York 
November 16, 2020, nystateofpolitics.com, by Nick Reisman City of Albany 
Landlords will be required to make court-ordered repairs on the properties within two months as part 
of a new law. 
 

 

Restoration of Honor 
11/12/2020 On Veterans Day, [State Senator Brad Hoylman] commemorated the implementation of 
the Restoration of Honor Act (S.45B/A.8097), State Senator Brad Hoylman's bill with Assembly 
Member Didi Barrett that went into effect on November 12th. This new law provides a pathway to 
eligibility for state veterans benefits to New Yorkers who were discharged less than honorably from 
the U.S. Armed Forces due to their sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, military sexual 
trauma, traumatic brain injury or post-traumatic stress disorder. If you serve our country, our country 
should take care of you--period. 
 

 
Free Speech 'SLAPP's’ Back: Governor Signs Bill 
11/16/2020 Governor Cuomo signed into law State Senator Brad Hoylman's bill with Assembly 
Member Helene Weinstein (S.52A/A.5991A) that will protect New Yorkers from SLAPPs: Strategic 
Lawsuits Against Public Participation. This legislation would protect the First Amendment rights of 
New Yorkers and prevent the rich and powerful from abusing our legal system to silence their critics. 
It's unacceptable that wealthy and powerful interests…have been able to abuse New York's civil 
justice system by bringing meritless lawsuits against their critics with the intent of harassing, 
intimidating, and bankrupting them.   
 

 

   

 

  
 

 
 

 
Week.
NYC's official tourism agency. They organize events such as NYC Restaurant Week and NYC Broadway 
travel, the conservative outlook takes us to 2024 to top the 2019 benchmark. NYC & Company is
Given the uncertainty generated by the pandemic for economic recovery and consumer confidence in 
NYC & Company, November 16, 2020

NYC Travel Trend Outlook 2020-2024

Reports

https://nystateofpolitics.com/state-of-politics/new-york/ny-state-of-politics/2020/11/16/new-law-speeds-repairs-for-tenants
report:%20https://business.nycgo.com/press-and-media/press-releases/articles/post/nyc-travel-trend-outlook-2020-2024/
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Stories we are following 

 

Where’s all the Lysol? 
[Source: Bloomberg Prognosis email, November 26, 2020] by Drew Armstrong 
When the pandemic hit the U.S. in earnest in March, one of the first things a lot of Americans did was 
what they do in almost every natural disaster: They went shopping. Toilet paper, bread flour, hand 
sanitizer – all of it was gone from store shelves within days, and a lot of it hasn’t reappeared since. 
That also includes Lysol spray and wipes, the virus-killing disinfectants that have turned into one of 
the Covid-19 outbreak’s hardest-to-find products. Lysol’s parent company gave Bloomberg 
Businessweek an inside look at the company’s efforts to meet the stratospheric demand around the 
globe. They’ve shipped train tanker cars full of ethanol to New Jersey and flown 747s of chemicals 
from the U.K. to more than triple production, and it’s still not enough. A full pallet of finished Lysol 
cans waiting to get loaded into a truck for delivery at the factory in New Jersey. The company gave 
Bloomberg access into every part of the manufacturing and supply process for one of the 
quintessential pandemic products, a spray that is being made in record-breaking volume but that’s 
still not enough for the American public. It’s also a look at how the pandemic has jumbled the thin, 
efficient supply chains of the globalized economy. Read more (paywall) 
bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-11-19/lysol-is-making-more-sanitizer-than-ever-in-pandemic-
america-it-s-not-enough.  
 

 
 

Pushed by Pandemic, Amazon Goes on a Hiring Spree Without Equal 
November 27, 2020, nytimes.com, by Karen Weise 
Starting in July, the company brought on about 350,000 employees, or 2,800 a day. Most have been 
warehouse workers, but Amazon has also hired software engineers and hardware specialists to power 
enterprises such as cloud computing, streaming entertainment and devices, which have boomed in 
the pandemic. The scale of hiring is even larger than it may seem because the numbers do not 
account for employee churn, nor do they include the 100,000 temporary workers who have been 
recruited for the holiday shopping season. They also do not include what internal documents show as 
roughly 500,000 delivery drivers, who are contractors and not direct Amazon employees. Such rapid 
growth is unrivaled in the history of corporate America...Some government policies have helped 
Amazon’s recent growth. In March, a taxpayer-funded $2 trillion stimulus package allowed local 
governments to shut down traditional retail stores to reduce the spread of the virus. As the stores 
closed, demand for items through Amazon rose...“It is happening in the context of an unprecedented 
loss of jobs elsewhere in the economy”...Amazon is not the only beneficiary of how the pandemic has 
pushed people toward buying online instead of in stores. Walmart has added 180,000 employees in 
the United States since March, and its online sales rose 79 percent in the latest quarter. Target’s e-
commerce sales similarly soared 155 percent. In that sense, this downturn has differed from past 
recessions, when usually all industries slowed, said Jed Kolko, chief economist at Indeed, the online 
jobs site. “This period has been partly about a recession but also about a pretty dramatic shift of 
economic activity from some sectors to others,” he said. 
 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-11-19/lysol-is-making-more-sanitizer-than-ever-in-pandemic-america-it-s-not-enough
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-11-19/lysol-is-making-more-sanitizer-than-ever-in-pandemic-america-it-s-not-enough
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/27/technology/pushed-by-pandemic-amazon-goes-on-a-hiring-spree-without-equal.html
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Scams 
 
There are an unprecedented number of coronavirus-related scams circulating. 
Stay abreast of the latest Coronavirus-related scams by visiting the Federal Trade Commission’s 
webpage ftc.gov/coronavirus/scams. You can also subscribe to alerts. 
 

 

PLEASE SEE BELOW AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE 17TH PRECINCT 
 

Dear Residents, 
 
There have been several recent instances of residents of the community becoming victims of 
various phone scams. We want to raise awareness of these scams and remind our residents 
that Law Enforcement/other government agencies will never demand money for bail, legal fees 
or unpaid taxes over the phone. A lot of times, the scam involves having the victim purchase gift 
cards and provide the serial numbers over the phone. We have also see instances of the 
criminals demanding cash and sending a courier to the victim's building in order to collect this 
cash.  
 
Thank you! 
 
Neighborhood Coordination Officer 
17th Precinct 
161 East 51st Street 
New York, NY 10022 
  

 

http://ftc.gov/coronavirus/scams
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What to do when someone steals your identity 
September 25, 2020, consumer.ftc.gov, by Traci Armani, Consumer Education Specialist, Division 
of Consumer & Business Education, FTC 
 

 
 

Better Business Bureau: Shop Safe this holiday season 
Many people are doing holiday shopping online during the pandemic. BBB has tips to stay safe 
bbb.org/article/news-releases/23348-shop-safe  
 
 

 

Be mindful that there are fake websites that mimic legitimate sites. Where 

possible, only visit sites that you know are legitimate. Monitor your credit with a free credit 
report each week from the three national credit-reporting agencies at AnnualCreditReport.com. 
Weekly reports are free until April 2021. Learn more at consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2020/05/credit-
reports-are-now-free-every-week. 
 

  

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program 
 
New 
 
Lexi Nails and Spa, 258 Lexington Avenue (at 35th Street), 212-660-9986, 10% discount (discount 
code: celebrate). 
 
 

Removed 
 
Tournesol Wellness, 26 East 36th Street, 646-395-1114, info@tournesolwellness.com, 10:00am - 
7:00pm, Monday to Friday.  Additional, and weekend hours can be accommodated.  MHNA members 
will receive 50% off their first Vibroacoustic Sound Therapy session and a complimentary Integrative 
Primary Care Consultation. (permanently closed) 
 
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts at 
the links below. 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

General Discounts  

 

 

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2020/09/what-do-when-someone-steals-your-identity-0
https://www.bbb.org/holiday-tips/
https://www.bbb.org/article/news-releases/23348-shop-safe
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2020/05/credit-reports-are-now-free-every-week
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2020/05/credit-reports-are-now-free-every-week
https://www.instagram.com/lexi_nails_spa/
http://www.tournesolwellness.com/
mailto:info@tournesolwellness.com
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
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Our government representatives 

When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 

Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 

NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757, 
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-0580, 
KPowers@council.nyc.gov 

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 

Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 

Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page 

Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-9535, 
lkrueger@nysenate.gov 

NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 

NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 212-
605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 

NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 

NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-
Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 

https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
mailto:quartd@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
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New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 

Governor Andrew Cuomo, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  

U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 

U.S. President Donald Trump: whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump website contact form: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact 

 

 

 

Read our Privacy Statement  
 

 

 
The MHNA 

Better Together! 

If you are not a member 
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now 

 

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

  

And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos! 

 

Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org 
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org 
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https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
file:///C:/Users/Stanley%20Sheran/Dropbox/MHNA/Newsletter/2020/Weekly%20newsletters/whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/join
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/MHNAnyc/

