
     
 

Information that may be of interest... 

November 16, 2020 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a service 

to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in 

the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2020.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 

www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 

 

 

 
 
Take our quick survey: What would like to see from the 
MHNA? 

In an effort to find out what kind of information from the MHNA is the most useful and fun for you, 
we’ve put together a quick survey and we’d love your feedback. Whether you’re a member or not, let 
us know how we can bring you more of what you want! 

Your answers will be anonymous and the results will not be published, we’ll just use them to help 
plan our communications with you. 

Thanks for sharing your opinions! 

 
 

Take the Survey! 

 

 

Traffic & construction notice 

There will be water main work on 3rd Avenue between 33rd and 37th Street 
from Tuesday, November 17 to Friday, November 20.  Flyer. 

 

 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://forms.gle/Z4YMHn8FdWLPMfip6
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/MED607_3rd_Ave_Trunk_Water_Main_20201117.pdf
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NYC’s reopening 

New York City is in Phase 4 of the coronavirus reopening. High risk activities with gatherings of people 
are being phased in slowly and cautiously. Indoor activities pose a higher risk than outdoor activities. 

11/13/2020 (Effective date) New COVID-19 Restrictions [Due to concerns about the rising rate of 
coronavirus infections statewide] Bars, restaurants and gyms will be required to close from 10pm-
5am daily. Restaurants will still be allowed to provide curbside, food-only pick-up or delivery after 
10pm, but will not be permitted to serve alcohol to go. The State Liquor Authority will issue further 
guidance for licensees as to what sales are continued to be permitted. Private gatherings will be 
limited to 10 people. The limit will be implemented due to the recent prevalence of COVID spread 
resulting from small indoor gatherings, which have become a major cause of cluster activity across 
the state. [Sources: Gov. Cuomo's press release of November 11, 2020, www.governor.ny.gov/news 
and Update on Reopening from the NYC Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment - November 13, 
2020] 

See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including  
Reopening 
Neighborhood houses of worship, museums, educational and cultural institutions 
Neighborhood restaurants, food & spirits that are open for delivery & pickup  
Neighborhood retail, health care (including pets) & services that are open  
and more. 
 

 
The statewide positivity rate was 2.65% as of November 13, and increasing. [Source: Gov. Cuomo’s 
NYS Coronavirus Update 11/13/2020] 
 
Murray Hill still has a lower than average COVID-19 infection rate compared to the rest of NYC, NY 
State and the rest of the country. But even in our neighborhood the rate has been increasing.  
 

 
 
The above data is from the NYC Department of Health website COVID-19 tracker  
www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page 
The view is the 7-day Percent Positive and Test Rate by ZIP code (for Zip code 10016). 
New York State COVID-19 tracker forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard.  
 
 

http://www.governor.ny.gov/news
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11601&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11564&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11547&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11549&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page
https://forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard
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IMPORTANT: There is still no cure or vaccine for COVID-19. To prevent the 
spread of COVID-19: 

• wear face coverings when you are with people who are not in the same household 

• maintain distance (6 feet between people who are not in the same household) 

• practice good hand hygiene 

• stay home if sick 
 
Non-private gatherings are limited to 50 people. Religious gatherings are limited to 50% of capacity. 
(new restriction effective 11/13/2020) Private gatherings are limited to 10 people.  
The CDC advises that holiday travel and gatherings will be high risk for some people 
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html.   
 

 

 

How to spend holidays with the family safely 
[Source: Bloomberg Prognosis email, bloomberg.com, 11/8/2020] [with minor editing] 
Bertha Hidalgo, an epidemiologist at the University of Alabama at Birmingham has some practical 
advice about celebrating the holidays.  

• Understand that getting a Covid-19 test before a large gathering is not a sure-fire way to 
know that you’re free of the virus. For example, if you take the test at the wrong time, you 
could easily get a negative result even if you’re positive. It’s better to quarantine before 
seeing family—as well as after. If you have kids in school, and people are coming to your 
home for the holidays, consider pulling them out beforehand, so they can quarantine, too. 
And if you have college kids coming home, best keep them as separate as possible from 
everyone else.  

• If you're going to be traveling by plane, wear protective eyewear in addition to a mask. Some 
studies have suggested that transmission on airplanes themselves isn’t that bad, especially if 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html


4 
 

people wear masks. But people take off masks to eat and drink, and airports themselves are 
high-traffic places. Better yet, celebrate at a different time, when there are fewer people 
traveling and less risk—celebrate Christmas in April! 

• The safest choice is to stay home. But if you are going celebrate the holidays with friends or 
family, there are lots of ways to minimize that risk. Learn more at the CDC website 
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html. 

 

 

All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  

Sites run by New York State are free  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there 
will be charges. NYC testing sites: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page. 

For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, no appointment necessary, but there may be long lines. Be sure that they set up your 

patient portal so that you can get your results. Test results usually come back in 1-2 days. If you don’t 
get your results timely, call and ask to speak with a clinician, who can check your file.  

 

 

 

 

Policing & courts 

New Pilot: Mental Health Teams will be dispatched through 911 to respond to 
mental health emergencies 
[Source: Sen. Liz Krueger's email 11/12/2020] 
For the first time in the city’s history…Mental Health Teams of Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
health professionals and mental health crisis workers will be dispatched through 911 to respond to 
mental health emergencies in two high-need communities. The overall number of mental health 911 
calls fell by over 8,000 in 2019...This decline, which has continued into 2020, follows a concerted 
effort to strengthen how the City prevents and responds to mental health crises, including the 
introduction of new mobile intervention and treatment teams over the last several years. Currently, 
NYPD officers and FDNY Emergency Medical Services Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) respond 
to nearly all mental health 911 calls, regardless of the severity of health needs, whether a crime is 
involved, or whether there is an imminent risk of violence...Mental Health Teams will…de-escalate 
emergency situations,  will help reduce the number of times police will need to respond to 911 
mental health calls...These teams will have the expertise to respond to a range of behavioral health 
problems, such as suicide attempts, substance misuse, and serious mental illness, as well as physical 
health problems, which can be exacerbated by or mask mental health problems. NYC Health + 
Hospitals will train and provide ongoing  technical assistance and support...In emergency situations 
involving a weapon or imminent risk of harm, the new Mental Health Teams will respond along with 
NYPD officers. NYPD officers and FDNY Emergency Medical Services EMTs will continue to provide 
coordinated responses to mental health emergencies. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
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NY Courts Slow Down Operations As More Employees Test Positive For 
COVID-19 
November 13, 2020, gothamist.com, by Beth Fertig 

 
 

 

 

Grants, loans and other benefits and resources for small 
businesses 

 

How to apply for the Small Business Administration (SBA) Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) Loan Forgiveness 
Borrowers may be eligible for loan forgiveness if the funds were used for eligible payroll costs, 
payments on business mortgage interest payments, rent, or utilities during either the 8- or 24-week 
period after disbursement. A borrower can apply for forgiveness once it has used all loan proceeds for 
which the borrower is requesting forgiveness. Borrowers can apply for forgiveness any time up to the 
maturity date of the loan. If borrowers do not apply for forgiveness within 10 months after the last 
day of the covered period, then PPP loan payments are no longer deferred and borrowers will begin 
making loan payments to their PPP lender. Learn more at sba.gov/funding-
programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-5. 
 

 

NYC & Company is offering support for local businesses with free advertising 
for holiday promotions.  
All In NYC: Neighborhood Getaways helps NYC businesses share their current promotions to New 
Yorkers who are staying home for the holidays this year. Businesses can register as many holiday 
promotions as they have available, and NYC & Company will highlight via press, social media and 
advertising. In addition, Mastercard is offering cardholders up to $100 rebate through the end of the 
year to encourage patronage of local businesses participating in the All In NYC promotion. NYC & 
Company is NYC’s official visitors’ bureau.  
 

 

 

The SBA is hiring people to assist with 
disaster relief efforts  

The Small Business Administration (SBA) is now hiring attorneys, paralegals, credit 

https://gothamist.com/news/ny-courts-slow-down-operations-more-employees-test-positive-covid-19
https://gothamist.com/news/ny-courts-slow-down-operations-more-employees-test-positive-covid-19
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program%23section-header-5
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program%23section-header-5
https://business.nycgo.com/all-in-nyc-neighborhood-getaways-participation-form/
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analysts, loan officers, mortgage underwriters, customer service representatives 
and other workers to assist with disaster relief efforts. Bilingual skills are a 
plus. Learn more at sba.gov/page/disaster-response-jobs-sba.  
 

 

 

Elections & voting 
 

Congratulations to President Elect Joe Biden and Vice President Elect Kamala 
Harris! 
In Manhattan, the counting of mail-in ballots continues. The final results may not be validated for a  
week or more. November 28 is the deadline for the county to certify the election results. December 7 
is the deadline for the state to certify the election results. See Political Calendar 
elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/law/2020PoliticalCalendar_Rev0319.pdf.  Check the NYC Board of Elections 
for NYC validated results (when they are ready) vote.nyc.  
 

 

When should New Yorkers expect election results? 
November 2, 2020, cityandstateny.com, by Kay Dervishi 
The count of absentee ballots can’t start earlier than Nov. 10, a week after Election Day. [Voters must 
have their absentee ballots postmarked by November 3 and then the NYC BOE has to include ballots 
that are received by November 10.]...Each county board of elections is required to send their official 
results to the state Board of Elections by Nov. 28, wrote John Conklin, a spokesman for the state 
agency, in an email. Those results are then required to be sent to the electoral college by Dec. 
8...electors, they have to be picked in December. They have to be voting in the electoral college.” 
 

 
[New legislation in New York State allows voters to "cure" ballots that have been rejected for 
specified reasons. It's done by filling out a form known as a 'ballot cure affidavit.'] 

Whether the GOP Can Stop Voters From Legally Fixing Rejected Mail-In Ballots 
Could Decide the Election 
November 4, 2020, propublica.org, by Justin Elliott, Jessica Huseman, Isaac Arnsdorf, Dara Lind, Lydia 
DePillis, Sally Beauvais and Ash Ngu  
Many states allow voters to fix and resubmit ballots rejected for technical reasons. It’s called “curing” 
votes, and the GOP is trying to prevent them from being counted...While the term may be new to 
many voters, the curing of rejected ballots has been part of the American electoral process for 
decades. 

 
 

 

Upcoming events 

https://www.sba.gov/page/disaster-response-jobs-sba
https://www.elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/law/2020PoliticalCalendar_Rev0319.pdf
https://www.vote.nyc/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/articles/politics/campaigns-elections/when-should-new-yorkers-expect-election-results.html
https://www.propublica.org/article/whether-the-gop-can-stop-voters-from-legally-fixing-rejected-mail-in-ballots-could-decide-the-election
https://www.propublica.org/article/whether-the-gop-can-stop-voters-from-legally-fixing-rejected-mail-in-ballots-could-decide-the-election
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November 16-20  

Global Entrepreneurship Week 

 
November 17 

National Entrepreneurs' Day 
 
Resources are available from the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) sba.gov/business-guide 
 

 
starting November 16 

Virtual Grand Central Holiday Fair   
For the first time ever, the annual holiday gift fair will go exclusively online, showcasing American-
made gifts from over 40 artisan vendors using locally and ethically sourced materials to create men’s 
and women’s accessories, children’s clothing and toys, home goods, and more. Browse the full slate 
of vendors grandcentralterminal.com/hf. 
 

 
November 16     6:30pm 

(Public Zoom Webinar) CB6 Housing, Homeless and Human Rights Committee 
meeting 
NYC Department of Homeless Services (DHS) and NYC CORE Services will be attending the Community 
Board 6 meeting of the Housing, Homeless and Human Rights Committee. People can register to 
attend the meeting on the CB6’s website CB 6 Housing, Homeless and Human Rights Committee 
meeting calendar page zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IO796jPYRaqfz1uR0py9Xg.  The purpose of the 
meeting is to get all the details on the shelter that will be opening later this year in the former 
Renwick Hotel at 118 East 40th Street, and work with them to resolve any issues. The community 
board and members of the community will NOT have an opportunity to support or oppose the new 
shelter. Fact sheet cbsix.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Renwick-Info.pdf If you have issues, email 
CB6 at office@cbsix.org.  
 

 
November 17-20   (starting November 17 at 5pm) 

Digital Premiere of SOS (The Song of Songs) by Vera Martynov 
Free / An exclusive 4-day Digital World Premiere screening of SOS (The Song of Songs) from Moscow-
based experimental artist Vera Martynov. Originating as a staged cantata and reimagined as an online 
media installation, SOS (The Song of Songs) incorporates performance footage of Intrada Vocal 
Ensemble with lush visual elements themed around childhood, travel, and the confines of quarantine, 
offering a meditation on love and loss. View the screening at bacnyc.org/EXPLORE. Learn more at 
bacnyc.org/performances/performance/sos-song-of-songs. 
 

 
November 17   6pm 

Scandinavia House's Nordic Book Club Online: Companions by Christina 
Hesselholdt 

https://www.sba.gov/business-guide
https://www.grandcentralterminal.com/hf
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dhs/index.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dhs/shelter/providers/core.page
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IO796jPYRaqfz1uR0py9Xg
http://cbsix.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Renwick-Info.pdf
mailto:office@cbsix.org
https://bacnyc.org/EXPLORE
https://bacnyc.org/performances/performance/sos-song-of-songs
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Camilla, Charles, Alma, Edward, Alwilda and Kristian are a circle of friends hurtling through mid-life. 
Structured as a series of monologues jumping from one friend to the next, Companions follows their 
loves, ambitions, pains and anxieties as they age, fall sick, have affairs, grieve, host dinner parties and 
move between the Lake District, Berlin, Lisbon, Belgrade, Mozambique, New York and, of course, 
Denmark. In her first book to be translated into English, Christina Hesselholdt explores everyday life, 
the weight of the past and the difficulty of intimacy in a uniquely playful and experimental style. At 
once deeply comic and remarkably insightful, Companions is an exhilarating portrait of life in the 
twenty-first century. To discuss the book with the group, sign up online 
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qf-uhrTkjGt3PXuincglKGSveZRF-6nN0. All participants will 
receive a link and instructions for how to join. Online Nordic Book Club continues on December 1 with 
a discussion on The Brahmadells by Jóanes Nielsen. 
 

November 18   5pm 

The Latest on Medicare in 2021 

Join the New York Public Library for an overview of the Medicare program and your coverage options, 

including Medigap/Medicare Supplement Insurance, Medicare Advantage/Medicare Health Plans and 

Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage. In addition, learn about programs that may help with 

your Medicare costs. Bring your questions! nypl.org/events/programs/2020/11/18/medicare-2021   
 

 
November 18   7pm 

(Zoom Webinar) Our Fair City Virtual Conversation: Home 
New York doesn’t have enough housing. Despite perceptions that the 2010s were a period of manic 
condo-building, new housing construction has remained steady for decades, and has never kept up 
with demand. New York needs a new era of social housing that is sustainable, durable, and designed 
to be loved.  For this first session in The Museum of New York's new series, Our Fair City: Building a 
More Equitable New York, critic and editor Justin Davidson talks to Victor Body-Lawson, architect of 
affordable housing, Jonathan Rose, developer and writer, and not-for-profit housing leader and 
expert Barika X. Williams, about how to get it done. Registration required, donation suggested 
mcny.org/event/our-fair-city-virtual-conversation-home. Registrants will receive the Zoom link the 
morning of the event.   
 

 
November 19 & 20   12-4pm 

The Shop at Scandinavia House will be open for holiday curbside pickup only!  
This season, the Shop is offering a range of Scandinavian design items for personal and corporate 
gifts, as well as featured Nordic Holiday Gift Baskets with Scandinavian classics such as glogg, 
pepparkakor, knäckebröd, coffee, lingonberry treats, and more, from $60 and up. Please place orders 
in advance; pick-up times take place from 12 to 4 PM on both days, and other times are also available 
upon request. To place orders email shop@amscan.org or call 212-847-9737. 
scandinaviahouse.org/events/shop-curbside-holiday-pickup.  
Scandinavia House is located at 58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street). 
 

 
November 21    2pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qf-uhrTkjGt3PXuincglKGSveZRF-6nN0
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/2020/11/18/medicare-2021
https://www.mcny.org/event/our-fair-city-virtual-conversation-home
http://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/shop-curbside-holiday-pickup
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Virtual Book Talk with photographer Melissa Schäfer & producer Fredrik 
Granath on their new book Polar Tales: The Future of Ice, Life, and the Arctic 
Scandinavia House presents this book talk on Polar Tales, now out now from Rizzoli Press! The Arctic 
is the ground zero of climate change, and the polar bear is on the front line. Schäfer and Granath will 
discuss the book, as well as their work on months spent in the field every winter on expeditions, 
where they live among the polar bears, establishing an uneasy balance and unprecedented access to 
the world of the kings of the Arctic. The event will take place as a Zoom webinar; learn more and 
register at scandinaviahouse.org/events/polar-tales-book-talk. Polar Tales: The Future of Ice, Life, and 
the Arctic is available from Rizzoli and also for sale on Schäfer and Granath’s Motherbear website. 
 

 
November 21    5pm 

Scandinavia House presents  a Virtual Studio Visit with the Finnish artist duo 
Pekka and Teija Isorättyä 
The artists recently  invited Scandinavia House for a virtual tour of their five-room studio complex in 
central Helsinki, Finland, where they are currently working on multiple public art installations. Tune in 
to see the spaces, and to hear about their latest projects! This event will launch a series of Virtual 
Studio Visits with Nordic artists; more will be announced in the coming months. The event will take 
place as a Virtual Premiere on both Facebook and YouTube; a link to view the event will go live closer 
to the date. Join us then to watch and chat with us on the platforms! 
scandinaviahouse.org/events/creative-conversations-virtual-studio-visit-pekka-teija-isorattya. 
 

 

 

Kudos to Murray Hill businesses and nonprofits! 

 

The Wine Shop, 345 Lexington Avenue, 212-685-5151. 
 

 

http://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/polar-tales-book-talk
http://www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/creative-conversations-virtual-studio-visit-pekka-teija-isorattya
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House of Lasagna, 334 Lexington Avenue, 212-883-9555, houseoflasagnanyc.com. 
 

 

wagamama, 605 Third Avenue, 646-813-3396, wagamama.us/restaurants/nyc-murray-hill 
 

https://houseoflasagnanyc.com/
https://www.wagamama.us/restaurants/nyc-murray-hill
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Shake Shack, boarded up on November 4, 600 Third Avenue, 646-668-4880, 
shakeshack.com/location/midtown-east-new-york 

 

 

Murals going up on New York Public Library Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library (formerly Mid-
Manhattan) , November 6, 5th Avenue at 40th Street. 
 

 
Kudos to Murray Hill public schools (partial listing)! 
Gov. Cuomo has asked Mayor de Blasio to take into consideration test results for schools, when he is 
deciding whether to ask schools to go back to fully remote learning. Infection rate of 3% citywide was 
considered to be the trigger to revert to remote learning. This is still under discussion. 

https://www.shakeshack.com/location/midtown-east-new-york


12 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray. As of November 13, no cases 

were reported. Total On-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=305. Total Off-site Students Enrolled 
+ Teachers/Staff=170. 
 

COVID-19 Report Card for The River School. As of November 13, only 1 case reported 

since September 8. Total On-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=397. Total Off-site Students 
Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=106. 

 

 
COVID-19 Report Card for Murray Hill Academy. As of November 13, no cases were 

reported. Total On-site Students Enrolled + Teachers/Staff=30. Total Off-site Students Enrolled + 
Teachers/Staff=61.  
 

 

 

Murray Hill in the news 
 
 

 

NBC series Manifest shoots episode this past Tuesday evening in St. Vartan Park. Photo (and movie 
shoot spotting) by Lance Zakin. 
 

https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010116;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200010281;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=310200011432;dsBedsCodeId=300000;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
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Changes in the neighborhood 

 

Lexington Avenue freshly paved. Looking north at 38th Street, November 6th 4:47pm. 
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(temporarily suspended on November 16)  

New: New York Public Library Research Libraries Reopen for Appointments 
The NYPL research libraries are open—by appointment only—for patrons who need to consult onsite 
research collections. Researchers can book a virtual consultation with a research librarian to 
determine how their research needs can best be met, whether remotely or in person at one of the 
Library’s research centers: the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, the Schomburg Center for Research 
in Black Culture, The New York Public Library for the Performing Arts, and the new Business Center at 
the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library [formerly the Mid-Manhattan Library]. Learn more about 
how to access their research collections during this time nypl.org/research/appointments.  
 

 

 

Traffic, travel and transportation 
 

Bicycle tips 
Download the NYC Department of Transportation's official Bike Smart guide to cycling in NYC. Bike 

map www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/bikemaps.shtml.  
Read more about bike safety at www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/biketips.shtml. 
This information is also available on the MHNA website Resources pages. 
 

 

MTA to Begin New Phase of 42nd Street Connection Project 
Starting this week, the MTA will begin Phase 5 of its project to modernize the 42nd Street Shuttle. The 
new phase will include the completion of final structural work, building new platforms, installing new 
power and signal systems, among other work. Visit mta.info for more information about the 42nd 
Street Connection Project. 

 
 

 

Schools, children & youth programs 

 

The Regents exams scheduled for January 2021 have been canceled, although 

students still must pass the related courses. The NYS Education Dept. has not made a decision about 
the June 2021 Regents. Read more.  
 

 
Grading in the 2020-21 School Year 
Here are key elements of this year’s grading policy: 

https://www.nypl.org/research/appointments
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/dot_bikesmart_brochure.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/bikemaps.shtml
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/biketips.shtml
https://new.mta.info/system_modernization/42ndstreet
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Parent-Newsletter--January-Regents-Exams--Erin-s-Law-Resources--Parent-Dashboard----Substantial-Equivalence-of-Instruction.html?soid=1110847617454&aid=xk0os-Eai8A
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• Student grades will still be based on academic progress and performance, considering 
students’ entire body of work in each subject. Grades reflect students’ level of understanding 
and skills in a subject as of a specific point in time. 

• This year, each school selects its own grading scale from among several options. Examples of 
common grading scales include the 1-4 scale, the numerical scale (100 points), and the 
alphabetical scale (A-D). 

• Schools’ grading policies will reflect the new ways students complete their work in blended 
and remote learning models. This means flexibility with assignments, giving students different 
ways to show what they have learned, and more. 

• Families have flexibility in determining how passing final grades are reflected on student 
records. This is an option for families who prefer to have their child’s performance reflected 
more generally (such as “Pass” instead of a numerical grade) as they continue to adapt to 
blended and remote learning. 

• Additionally, students will not receive failing grades if they have not yet met the learning 
outcomes for their courses; instead, they will receive another mark (“needs improvement” or 
“course in progress,” depending on grade level) and will be provided with additional time and 
support to ensure they can master course concepts and earn credit as appropriate. 

• While students must continue to participate in remote and blended learning each day, 
attendance will not be a factor in student grades. Attending school, participating in class, and 
demonstrating understanding are all essential components of student learning, and school 
communities must make every effort to ensure that students attend school, with a goal of 
every student, every day. 

For more information on the Grading Policy, please view the policy at  
drive.google.com/file/d/1JQt3xZkj8bxiFLyo-XWc9-ZJF4XzNKJ8/view  or check the DOE’s website at 
schools.nyc.gov/about-us/news/chancellor-s-message-for-families. 

 

 

 

Housing, homelessness, food assistance & affordability 

The GetFoodNYC Emergency Food Delivery program provides meals to homebound 

New Yorkers and will continue to be managed by the NYC Dept. of Sanitation. To enroll, call 311 and 
mention “Get Food,” or visit nyc.gov/getfood, and click on “NYC Food Delivery Assistance.” Seniors 
who haven’t received meal deliveries or experienced other issues with the Emergency Food Delivery 
program should email SeniorFood@dsny.nyc.gov. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JQt3xZkj8bxiFLyo-XWc9-ZJF4XzNKJ8/view
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/news/chancellor-s-message-for-families
http://nyc.gov/getfood
mailto:SeniorFood@dsny.nyc.gov
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See actual map at link below for legend. The purple square is a grab & go site. 

Free Grab & Go meals are available at 259 schools 
Map of sites nyc-
oem.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d781ef8a46cf417dbbfaf28f3b902ac4. 
Students and their families can pick up meals during the school day, and the general public is 
welcome from 3 - 5pm. 

 

 

SNAP COVID-19 Information 
Here’s an update on P-EBT. Keep your child’s P-EBT 2020 card, because the P-EBT benefits that were 
extended through September 2021 will be added to that card. P-EBT helps families cover the cost of 
meals that are normally served at school. Younger children who might have received meals at daycare 
centers that are closed or operating on reduced hours will also receive P-EBT cards, so look for an 
envelope with a card in it in the coming months (it’s not junk mail from a credit card company!). 
[Source: Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's COVID newsletter 11/14/2020] 
 

 

 

Government, executive orders, legislation, rules, policies 
(including pending) 
 

Kyle Athayde elected as Chair of Community Board 6 

https://nyc-oem.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d781ef8a46cf417dbbfaf28f3b902ac4
https://nyc-oem.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d781ef8a46cf417dbbfaf28f3b902ac4
https://otda.ny.gov/SNAP-COVID-19/Frequently-Asked-Questions-Pandemic-EBT.asp


17 
 

At the Community Board 6 (CB6)'s October Full Board meeting, CB6 held its annual officer election at 
which Kyle Athayde was elected to succeed term-limited Molly Hollister as Chair of the Board. Kyle 
was the Chair of CB6’s Business Affairs & Street Activities Committee for nearly three years. See full 
list of CB6 Board members cbsix.org/about-us/board-members-and-staff. 
 
 

 

11/11/2020 New Yorkers can now more easily cancel their gym memberships 
and other subscription services. Governor Cuomo signed into law consumer protection 

legislation sponsored by Senator Brad Hoylman (S.1475-A (Hoylman)/A.3173-A (Dinowitz)). The 
legislation would crack down on businesses that mislead consumers through convoluted automatic 
renewal or continuous service schemes, and allow any New Yorker to conveniently cancel 
subscriptions and recurring charges. nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/brad-
hoylman/unsubscribed-last-governor-cuomo-signs-senator-hoylmans 
 

 

 

   

Reports 

NYC Hospitality Alliance October 2020 Rent Report 
A new survey by the NYC Hospitality Alliance details a cold reality settling in over New York City’s 
restaurant industry, as 88 percent of respondents could not pay full rent in October, up from previous 
months’ reports and a signal that the sector’s crisis is far from over. The NYC Hospitality Alliance is a 
not-for-profit association representing restaurants and nightlife establishments in the five boroughs. 
 

 

   

Stories we are following 

 

A Third of the World’s Air Routes Have Been Lost Due to Covid 
November 12, 2020, bloomberg.com, by Angus Whitley 
Before the coronavirus, a decades-long aviation boom spawned a network of nearly 50,000 air routes 
that traversed the world. In less than a year, the pandemic has wiped almost a third of them off the 
map. Border closures, nationwide lockdowns and the fear of catching Covid-19 from fellow 
passengers have crippled commercial travel...With borders effectively shut from Europe to New 
Zealand, the bulk of the world’s dropped routes are inevitably cross-border. But thousands of 
domestic legs have also been axed, reflecting the pressure airlines face at home as they cut jobs and 
retire aircraft to find a cost base that reflects their shrunken situation. 
 

https://cbsix.org/about-us/board-members-and-staff
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/brad-hoylman/unsubscribed-last-governor-cuomo-signs-senator-hoylmans
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/brad-hoylman/unsubscribed-last-governor-cuomo-signs-senator-hoylmans
https://thenycalliance.org/information/october-2020-rent-report
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-11-12/a-third-of-the-world-s-air-routes-have-been-lost-due-to-covid
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(opinion) For an Equitable Recovery, New York Must Utilize Our 
Manufacturing and Industrial Sector 
November 13, 2020, gothamgazette.com, by Leah Archibald, Nancy Carin, Quincy Ely-Cate, Niles 
French & Ben Margolis 

Related article: Zoning Changes 
In December 2018, the New York City Council voted to remove the Special Garment Center District 
Zoning Overlay, which has been in place for 30 years...As part of this, IDA [Industrial Development 
Agency] tax credits are being given to owners who agree to maintain space for manufacturing for the 
next 15 years, and the Garment District Alliance will organize programming to support and improve 
the manufacturing community in our neighborhood. 
 
 

 

 

 

Scams 
 
There are an unprecedented number of coronavirus-related scams circulating. 
Stay abreast of the latest Coronavirus-related scams by visiting the Federal Trade Commission’s 
webpage ftc.gov/coronavirus/scams. You can also subscribe to alerts. 

 

Fake Clorox and Lysol websites try to take people to the cleaners 
November 5, 2020, consumer.ftc.gov, by Colleen Tressler, Division of Consumer and Business 
Education, FTC 
Scammers follow the headlines. They take advantage of what’s happening in the news to find new 
ways to get people to part with their money. During the COVID pandemic, cleaning supplies have 
been in high demand, but often in short supply. The FTC announced a complaint against defendants 
who are using fake websites (with real product names in the web address) and real product images 
and logos of well-known brands like Clorox and Lysol. 

 

 

Changes to the MHNA Discount Program 
 
Removed 
 
1on1 Fitness and Wellness, In-Home Personal Training, one-time offer for new clients: buy a 30-pack 
for the price of a 20-pack. Contact Joey at email: 1on1fitnessandwellness@gmail.com, Telephone: 
347-816-5207. (cannot reach) 
 
Lotus Blossom Acupuncture PC, offices at 20 Park Avenue and 200 East 33rd Street, 347-405-4558 
(voice or text), 20% discount for all acupuncture sessions, including initial visit. (cannot reach) 
 
 

https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9902-equitable-recovery-new-york-manufacturing-industrial-sector
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9902-equitable-recovery-new-york-manufacturing-industrial-sector
http://garmentdistrict.nyc/real-estate/zoning-changes/
https://edc.nyc/nycida
https://edc.nyc/nycida
http://ftc.gov/coronavirus/scams
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2020/11/fake-clorox-and-lysol-websites-try-take-people-cleaners
http://www.1on1fitnessandwellness.com/
mailto:1on1fitnessandwellness@gmail.com?subject=1on1%20Fitness%20-%20In-Home%20Personal%20Training%20request
https://lotusheals.com/
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Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. Full list of discounts at 
the links below. 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

General Discounts  

 

 

 

Our government representatives 

When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 

Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 

NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757, 
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-0580, 
KPowers@council.nyc.gov 

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 

Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 

Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page 

Landmarks Preservation Commission: www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-9535, 
lkrueger@nysenate.gov 

NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman, 212-
633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
mailto:nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
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NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 212-
605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 

NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 

NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-
Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 

New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 

Governor Andrew Cuomo, New York State, governor.ny.gov, contact page on website 
governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form  

U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: maloney.house.gov, 
212-860-0606, website contact form: maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 

U.S. President Donald Trump: whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump website contact form: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact 

 

 

 

Read our Privacy Statement  
 

 

 
If you are not a member 

or your membership has lapsed  
please join/renew now 

 

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

  

And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos! 

 

Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org 
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org 

 

mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
mailto:quartd@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming
https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.governor.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form
file:///C:/Users/Stanley%20Sheran/Dropbox/MHNA/Newsletter/2020/Weekly%20newsletters/maloney.house.gov
https://maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
file:///C:/Users/Stanley%20Sheran/Dropbox/MHNA/Newsletter/2020/Weekly%20newsletters/whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/join
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/MHNAnyc/
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