
     
 

Information that may be of interest... 

September 7, 2020 
This information is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing it as a service 

to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.  

You can also find these weekly newsletters online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in 

the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2020.  

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at 

www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column. 

 

Labor Day 2020, September 7 

 

An illustration depicting the first Labor Day parade, held at Union Square in Manhattan on Sept. 5, 
1882. Credit...Frank Leslie’s Weekly Illustrated Newspaper, via Wikimedia Commons. From New York 
Times article “McGuire or Maguire? A Tussle Over Who Founded Labor Day” by Jenny Gross, 
September 5, 2020.  

 

 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/05/us/labor-day-founder.html
https://www.nytimes.com/by/jenny-gross
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We wish everyone a happy Labor Day, and also take this opportunity to thank 
all of the workers and first responders who have cared for the sick and kept 
things going during the pandemic. Our thoughts are also with the workers 
who are looking for jobs or furloughed, and we wish you success. 

The 2020 Labor Day Parade in NYC is canceled due to the pandemic.  

From the U.S. Department of Labor. Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the 
labor movement and is dedicated to the social and economic achievements of American workers. It 
constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions workers have made to the strength, 
prosperity, and well-being of our country. 

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, in 
accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. The first governmental recognition came 
through municipal ordinances passed in 1885 and 1886. From these, a movement developed to 
secure state legislation, and in 1887, New York created the Labor Day holiday. The form that the 
observance and celebration of Labor Day should take was outlined in the first proposal of the 
holiday—a street parade to exhibit to the public "the strength and esprit de corps of the trade and 
labor organizations" of the community, followed by a festival for the recreation and amusement of 

the workers and their families.  

 

 

No Trash Pickup or Street Sweeping on Labor Day, September 7 
Set out your trash and organics after 4 pm on the evening of the holiday, for collection beginning the 
next day. Collection may occur earlier or later than the usual time. If your recycling is usually collected 
on Mondays, it will have to wait a week, and you are asked to place your recycling out after 4pm on 
September 14 for next-day pickup. The sanitation department has a DSNY Info app for smart phones 
and tablets. The free app helps New Yorkers reduce waste and find zero-waste landfills more easily. 
The app is available on the Apple App Store and Google Play. For more information visit the NYC 
Department of Sanitation website https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/home. Call 311 or check 
the DSNY Twitter account https://twitter.com/NYCSanitation for updated information. 

 

 

Coronavirus updates 

 

NYC's Reopening 

New York City is in Phase 4 of the coronavirus reopening. High risk activities with gatherings of people 
are being phased in cautiously and slowly so that the impact of the activity on the spread of the virus 

https://www.dol.gov/general/laborday/history
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can be monitored. Indoor activities, particularly those where masks will be removed, such as 
restaurants, pose a higher risk than outdoor or masked activities. 

See murrayhillnyc.org for more on NYC’s reopening. 

 

 

NYC gyms may open their indoor spaces beginning September 2, with 33% capacity, 

temperature checks, masks and social distancing. Gyms are also required to check the ventilation 
system and have enhanced cleaning protocols. Classes cannot be held at this time.  Owners Must 
submit a Gym and Fitness Facility Inspection Request and Attestation Form  
nycdohmh.force.com/gyminspection/s/ and pass an inspection.  Guidance 

www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/covid/businesses/covid-19-reopening-gyms.pdf.  

 

 

Shopping Malls in New York City may reopen on September 9th with a 50% occupancy 

limit.  Malls that choose to reopen must follow strict enforcement of face coverings, social distancing, 
and enhanced cleaning and disinfection protocols. No indoor dining is permitted in malls. 

 

 

School reopening 

9/1/2020 Mayor de Blasio announced that NYC school reopening will be phased in to allow more time 
for preparations. There is still controversy whether it is safe to open in-person classes. Outdoor 
classes have been approved. Many working parents would like for schools to be reopened. Childcare 
on the days that the student is scheduled to work from home is still an issue for many working 
parents. 

September 10, 11, 14, 15 - preparations for school reopening (9 days of preparation for teachers). 
The goal is to keep children, teachers, administrators, staff safe while having in-person schooling. 
September 16 - 3-day transitional period - remote instruction for all students 
September 21 (Monday) - school buildings open (blended learning, social distancing)  

The plan has been approved by labor leaders (United Federation of Teachers, Council of School 
Supervisors & Administrators, District Council 37 AFSCME AFL-CIO (food service workers). There will 
be: 

• Monthly medical monitoring by health experts for people in the schools (mandatory 
sampling). Free testing is available for all NY'ers. 

• 30-day supplies of PPE, masks, cleaning supplies, etc. 

• Enhanced cleaning. 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://nycdohmh.force.com/gyminspection/s/
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/covid/businesses/covid-19-reopening-gyms.pdf
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• Blended learning (with some students working from home and others in-person) Social 
distancing, reduced capacity, limit the number of people entering the schools. 

Teachers, students and school-based staff will have priority COVID testing at 34 sites, with results in 
24-48 hours, and are strongly encouraged to get tested before returning to school. Teachers, students 

and school staff can schedule a prioritized test at covid.nychealthandhospitals.org/ExpressTesting and 
use password doecovidtest2020. 

 

 

9/15/2020 The NYC Dept. of Parks will begin the permit request period for youth baseball, softball, 
non-contact lacrosse, cricket, soccer and flag football leagues wishing to use park spaces. It’s 
unclear how fast the permits will be granted. Apply for permits at nycgovparks.org/permits/field-and-
court/request. 

 

 

September 21 (NYS) School-sponsored sports can begin. Travel for practice or away games 

will be prohibited outside of the school's region or neighboring regions or counties until October 19. 
Lower- and moderate-risk sports include tennis, soccer, cross country, field hockey and swimming. 
governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-lower-risk-school-sports-all-regions-may-begin-
september-21. 

 

 

The Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) will resume, per a mayoral 

executive order www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/applicants/applicant-portal/step5-ulurp-rules.page. City 
Planning Commission calendar and instructions on how to comment 
www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/commission-meetings.page. 

 

 

Socially distanced worship during the upcoming Jewish High Holidays 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer has reached out to the City’s Parks, Education and 
Transportation departments about allowing outdoor space for services. Congregations interested in 
applying for open space should submit a Street Activity Permit application 
www1.nyc.gov/site/cecm/permitting/permit-types/religious-events.page. Her office is working 
closely with the Jewish Community Relations Council to facilitate. Contact Shula Warren Puder in MBP 
Brewer's office at swarren@manhattanbp.nyc.gov with any questions. 

 

https://covid.nychealthandhospitals.org/ExpressTesting/
https://www.nycgovparks.org/permits/field-and-court/request
https://www.nycgovparks.org/permits/field-and-court/request
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-lower-risk-school-sports-all-regions-may-begin-september-21
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-lower-risk-school-sports-all-regions-may-begin-september-21
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/applicants/applicant-portal/step5-ulurp-rules.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/commission-meetings.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/cecm/permitting/permit-types/religious-events.page
mailto:swarren@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
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What the New Federal Eviction Moratorium Means 
September 2, 2020, bloomberg.com, by Kriston Capps 
The Trump administration announced a sweeping federal eviction moratorium on Tuesday, offering 
protections for struggling renters that go far beyond the previous 120-day moratorium that expired in 
July. Under the authority of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the administration issued 
a four-month ban on evictions in order to keep millions of tenants in place in the hopes of preventing 
the spread of coronavirus. Under the terms of the new edict, tenants earning no more than $99,000 
(or $198,000 jointly) may receive this protection, which takes effect Sept. 4 and lasts through Dec. 31. 
Qualifying renters will need to present their landlords with a written declaration testifying to their 
circumstances...“In the long term, this eviction moratorium will, unfortunately, create a lot of 
distressed properties for landlords that cannot pay their mortgages.”...Landlords who violate the ban 
will be subject to penalties ranging from $100,000 to $500,000 in fines and one year in jail. 

 

 

The moratorium on commercial evictions was extended in NYS until Sept. 20. 

 

 

CARES ACT - SBA Loan Update: SBA Releases Additional Guidance on Loan 
Forgiveness Requirements 
August 27, 2020, summary by Marks Paneth 
On August 24, 2020, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) published a new Interim Final Rule 
with respect to the amount of expenses borrowers can count towards forgiveness of their Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) loans. Following is a summary of the forgiveness requirements. 
markspaneth.com/insights/industry/service/sba-releases-additional-guidance-on-loan-forgiveness-
requirements.  

 

 

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer is asking for the City to extend 
Open Restaurants (outdoor seating) from 10/31 - 11/30—and do it now to allow restaurant 

owners to plan for colder weather operations by obtaining heaters, etc. [New York City’s Open 
Restaurants program is currently allowed to continue until October 31.] 

Related: Can Anyone Really Solve New York City’s Indoor-Dining Problem 
(paywall) 
September 2, 2020, grubstreet.com, by Rachel Sugar 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-09-02/trump-eviction-moratorium-brings-new-questions
https://www.markspaneth.com/insights/industry/service/sba-releases-additional-guidance-on-loan-forgiveness-requirements
https://www.markspaneth.com/insights/industry/service/sba-releases-additional-guidance-on-loan-forgiveness-requirements
https://www.grubstreet.com/2020/09/is-there-a-safe-way-to-bring-indoor-dining-back-in-nyc.html
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Related: New York City could resume indoor dining if it ensures that thousands of New 

York City Police Department officers are devoted to enforcing social distancing restrictions, 
according to [Gov.] Cuomo. “Put together a task force of NYPD (officers), Speaker Johnson,” the 
governor said the day after City Council Speaker Corey Johnson announced his support for resuming 
indoor dining. “Say they’re going to be 4,000 police who are going to be doing restaurant 
compliance.” ...The governor is facing a welter of criticism over his above comments – especially 
given past controversies over a lack of mask-wearing among police and how they have used force 
(particularly against people of color) to push social distancing earlier in the pandemic. “This is a 
terrible idea and we all know how it’s going to end,” tweeted Assembly Member Dan Quart, a 2021 
candidate for Manhattan district attorney. “There is no reason to task the NYPD with a job that could 
be done by a health inspector.” 

Related: NYC extends fee caps on Grubhub, Uber Eats 
August 27, 2020, nypost.com, by Lisa Fickenscher 
The New York City Council on Thursday extended emergency legislation slashing what food delivery 
apps can charge...during the pandemic...the city council agreed to extend the caps until 90 days after 
restaurants are able to start serving diners again indoors at maximum capacity, which isn’t expected 
to happen until at least next year...The legislation also extends a ban aimed specifically at Grubhub’s 
practice of charging fees for telephone orders that don’t result in a take out order. 

 

 

Also see Who's Open CB6: Directory of Businesses in Manhattan Community District 6 

cb6.whosopen.nyc 
You can also submit your business if it is not on the map. 

 

 

IMPORTANT: There is still no cure or vaccine for COVID-19. To prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 

• wear face coverings with people who are not in your household 

• maintain distance (6 feet between people) 

• practice good hand hygiene 

• stay home if sick 
 
See murrayhillnyc.org for additional COVID-19 information, including  
Reopening 
Neighborhood houses of worship, museums, educational and cultural institutions 
Neighborhood restaurants, food & spirits that are open for delivery & pickup  
Neighborhood retail, health care (including pets) & services that are open  
and more. 

 

 

https://nypost.com/2020/08/27/nyc-extends-fee-caps-on-grubhub-uber-eats/
https://cb6.whosopen.nyc/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11601&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11564&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11547&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11549&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
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All New Yorkers can get tested for coronavirus.  
Sites run by New York State are free.  coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. You can also 
check with your doctor, pharmacies and walk-in urgent care to find out if they do testing and if there 
will be charges. 

"Get Tested"  
Testing sites: www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page 
For Murray Hill/Kips Bay 

Bellevue, no appointment necessary unless they are experiencing very heavy volumes, but be 

prepared to wait in long lines–they will provide a chair if asked. Be sure that they set up your 
CareMount patient portal correctly so that you can get your results. [Editor’s note: I got test results 
from Bellevue in 1 day.] 
 

Free rapid COVID-19 virus test at multiple COVID Express sites are available 

throughout the city by appointment. Test results will be available within 24 hours or less of your visit. 
This means that most patients will receive their test results on the same day as their visit. COVID-19 
tests performed at COVID Express sites will be free to all New Yorkers. The nearest site is in Chelsea at 
303 9th Avenue. www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-rapid-testing.page. 
 
Walk-in urgent care offices, pharmacies and your personal doctor also may do COVID-19 testing, but 
they may require an appointment, co-pay, and the wait may be long for results. 
 

Related: Bloomberg Prognosis: Coronavirus Daily email, September 6, 2020 
A widening testing crisis 
By now it’s well-known that shortages of key supplies have hamstrung Covid-19 testing in the U.S. But 
the same outages are also limiting testing for other illnesses, like urinary tract infections, gonorrhea 
and lung pathogens in patients with cystic fibrosis...Manufacturers say that with most medical care 
interrupted, they prioritized Covid-related supplies...Individual patients now may have to accept 
longer waits for results and less frequent testing. 
 

 

Mapping the Coronavirus Outbreak Across the World 
Updated: August 28, 2020. The U.S.is #1 in covid cases and deaths. 

 

 

FDA banned (unsafe or ineffective) hand sanitizers fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-

availability/fda-updates-hand-sanitizers-consumers-should-not-use#products 

 

 

Department of Consumer and Worker Protection (DCWP) new COVID-19 Hub: 

NYC.gov/DCWPAlerts provides information and translated resources on scams, funeral planning tips, 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-rapid-testing.page
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-coronavirus-cases-world-map/
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-updates-hand-sanitizers-consumers-should-not-use%23products
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-updates-hand-sanitizers-consumers-should-not-use%23products
http://nyc.gov/DCWPAlerts
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debt collection cease communications, student loans, free tax prep, license expiration and renewal 
dates, price gouging, and more. 

 

 

 

For small businesses 

 

 

For Small Businesses: Free Ads on LinkNYC - Power the Comeback! 
CityBridge is excited to announce a new partnership to provide additional, free advertising on 
LinkNYC kiosks to local businesses. They are introducing Intersection, a media + tech company that 
works to bring useful information and content to city streets. There is absolutely no cost, as the 
program is being sponsored by corporate partners who are looking to give back to small businesses 
and invest in local communities. To place your ad, simply fill out this simple form 
linklocal.typeform.com/to/hO1Ecvai. The form takes about 90 seconds to complete. You'll get to see a 
version of your ad before it hits the streets. 

There is also the Link Local program. 
Link Local link.nyc/local-information.html is a program that provides free advertisements for small 
businesses, community groups, and local events. Designed to help business owners and community 
leaders connect with customers and communities, Link Local provides pre-designed advertising 
templates that can be featured on 1-2 selected Links. For further information, 
contact linklocal@link.nyc. 
 
 

 
 

https://linklocal.typeform.com/to/hO1Ecvai
https://www.link.nyc/local-information.html
mailto:linklocal@link.nyc
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Apply now 

Citizens Committee for NYC Neighborhood Business Grants 
These grants of $5,000 - $10,000 support small businesses. Application information and eligibility   
tfaforms.com/4842203?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=23bdc41b-575b-4fc0-9503-91c4772a0367. 
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis. 
 

 

Investing in Black Entrepreneurs 
The Mayor announced new commitments to further invest in Black entrepreneurs in all five boroughs. 
The BE NYC initiative is a first-of-its-kind model, which aims to increase the number of Black-owned 
businesses in New York City with a focus on growing businesses in high-growth industries. As part of 
the City’s commitment to close the racial wealth gap and support Black-owned businesses, the 
Department of Small Business Services is releasing the landmark Black entrepreneurship report and 
using its partnerships to launch four new programs for Black business owners. Learn more at 
www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/businesses/black-entrepreneurs-nyc.page. 
 

 
September 29     5pm (application deadline) 

Manhattan Arts Grants from Lower Manhattan Cultural Council 
Apply at lmcc.net/resources/manhattan-arts-grants. 
With support from the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs and New York State Council on the Arts. 
 

 
Apply now  

Interest-free small business loans up to $20,000, co-sponsored by Hebrew 
Free Loan Society  
tfaforms.com/4831133  and Bank Leumi english.leumi.co.il.  
  

 

 

September is National Preparedness Month 

 

This year’s theme is, “Disasters Don’t Wait, Make Your Plan Today.” 
New York City Emergency Management website www1.nyc.gov/site/em/index.page. Toolkit.  
NYC EM New Yorkers to prepare for emergencies. This year’s events will be held virtually and will 
include weekly preparedness themes, along with a social media engagement campaign. These 
initiatives will provide the foundation to equip New Yorkers with the necessary tools to prepare their 
families, pets, businesses and communities for any emergency. 

NYC Emergency Management Hurricane preparedness  
Areas of the city subject to storm surge flooding are divided into six evacuation zones (1 through 6). 
During a coastal storm, an evacuation order may be issued for those living in hurricane evacuation 
zones. To find out if you are one of the three million New Yorkers living in a hurricane evacuation 

https://www.tfaforms.com/4842203?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=23bdc41b-575b-4fc0-9503-91c4772a0367
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/businesses/black-entrepreneurs-nyc.page
https://lmcc.net/resources/manhattan-arts-grants/
https://www.tfaforms.com/4831133
https://english.leumi.co.il/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/index.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/em/downloads/pdf/npm_2020/npm_2020_messaging_toolkit.pdf
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zone, visit www1.nyc.gov/assets/em/html/know-your-zone/knowyourzone.html or call 311 (212-639-
9675 for Video Relay Service, or TTY: 212-504-4115). Hurricane evacuation map 
maps.nyc.gov/hurricane. Our nearest shelter is Norman Thomas High School on Park Avenue at 33rd 
Street. Flood zones should not be confused with hurricane evacuation zones. Flood zone information 
https://www.floodhelpny.org and the map floodhelpny.org/en/explore_map 

 

 

Job opportunities 

 

New York City Comptroller’s Fellowship Program 
In collaboration with CUNY, the Office of New York City Comptroller Scott Stringer is launching a new 
fellowship program designed to give recent college graduates hands-on work experience, professional 
training, and enrichment programming. This unique opportunity will provide up-close experience in 
government auditing, accounting, policy making, financial management, and more, helping to build 
the next generation of New York City government professionals. Fellows will work 4 days a week (28 
hours) at a rate of $21/hour. Fellowship dates run from Oct. 5, 2020 - April 1, 2021. Apply today at: 
cuny.edu/cipportal. Fellowship opportunities include positions in the following Bureaus of the 
Comptroller’s Office: Audit, Public Policy; Press & Diversity, Asset Management, Accountancy, 
Engineering, Law and Adjustment & General Counsel’s Office, Contract Administration, 
Administration.  

 

 
September 7   Application deadline 

Cooper Leibner 2020 Virtual Fellowship 
The Center for Communication annually awards the Carole Cooper and Richard Leibner Fellowships to 
New York area female college juniors, seniors, or graduate students. This year fellowships will be 
done remotely. Fellows will receive a generous stipend while interning at the Center for 
Communication during the fellowship period. Positions: Social Media and Marketing Fellow, Data 
Specialist Fellow. Learn more about the fellowships and how to apply at 
centerforcommunication.org/cooper-leibner-fellowship. 
 

 

Veterans and reservists can earn a free M.S. in mathematics education through 

Mercy College’s Veterans to Math Teachers Scholarship Program 
dropbox.com/s/jyrb7pniqdgtj4p/Flyer.pdf. Contact wfarber@mercy.edu for more information. 
 

 
The Burgess Group theburgessgroup.com has been awarded the executive search contract to recruit 

the Director of the World Trade Center in New York City 

jointheportauthority.com/jobs/5363444-director-world-trade-center by the Port Authority of New 
York & New Jersey. 
 

 

http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/em/html/know-your-zone/knowyourzone.html
http://maps.nyc.gov/hurricane
https://www.floodhelpny.org/en/explore_map
http://www.cuny.edu/cipportal
https://www.centerforcommunication.org/cooper-leibner-fellowship
mailto:dropbox.com/s/jyrb7pniqdgtj4p/Flyer.pdf
mailto:wfarber@mercy.edu
http://www.theburgessgroup.com/
http://www.jointheportauthority.com/jobs/5363444-director-world-trade-center


11 

The City’s Board of Elections (BOE) is hiring poll workers: election inspectors and 

interpreters, and staff to help with the expected crush of mailed-in absentee ballots.  
vote.nyc/page/poll-worker-positions. If you’re comfortable working with a mask and gloves in a 
socially distanced workplace, please consider applying. The BOE will pay for their four-hour training 
class ($100) as well as for Election Day ($200, which begins at 5 am) and for early voting locations 
(hours vary). The BOE says on their information page that those working up to 10 days could earn up 
to $2,800. 
 

 

Elections & voting 

 

The New York City Board of Elections created a portal to request absentee 
ballots online 

Registered voters who live in the five boroughs can now request an absentee ballot if they are 
concerned about COVID vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting.  The deadline to request a ballot is October 
27th. 
 

 

City Board Of Elections Launches Tracking System So Absentee Ballots Don't 
Get Lost In The Void 
September 5, 2020, gothamist.com, by David Cruz 
Once an absentee ballot is requested, the system generates a tracking number. Once the absentee 
ballot application is sent, and a ballot is filled out and placed in the mail, the system will utilize so-
called "Intelligence Mail barcode" technology, allowing a voter to track the status of their ballot. A 
“valid” ballot will be counted in the tally. If a ballot is considered invalid, election officials will be able 
to provide directions on “curing” the ballot, offering a voter extra time to fix any issues on the ballot 
to ensure it’s re-validated. The curing process involves the voter having to go to their borough BOE 
office and correcting the error, such as a missing date or signature. 
 

 

Voting & vote counting improvements 
8/24/2020 Gov. Cuomo issued an Executive Order to require county Boards of Election to adopt a 
newly designed envelope for absentee ballots that will eliminate confusion as to where voters must 
sign their ballot; to send a mailing notifying voters of deadlines and instructions for requesting 
absentee ballots; to take steps so that they're ready to count votes as soon as possible; and to send 
staffing plans and needs to the State Board of Elections by September 20. This order builds on 
legislation I signed last week allowing all voters to request an absentee ballot if they have COVID-
related concerns about voting in-person. governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-issues-executive-
order-bolster-and-support-new-yorkers-right-vote 
[Source: Gov. Cuomo's 8/24/2020 NYS Coronavirus Update email] 
 

 
 

 

https://vote.nyc/page/poll-worker-positions
https://vote.nyc/page/absentee-voting
https://gothamist.com/news/city-boe-launches-tracking-system-so-absentee-ballots-dont-get-lost-void
https://gothamist.com/news/city-boe-launches-tracking-system-so-absentee-ballots-dont-get-lost-void
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-issues-executive-order-bolster-and-support-new-yorkers-right-vote
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-issues-executive-order-bolster-and-support-new-yorkers-right-vote
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Census 2020 Month of Action! 

 
If you are a property owner or building manager, please advise your staff and residents to allow 
(properly identified) Census enumerators into the building to visit those residents who have not 
completed their census forms.  
 

 
Lincoln Center and ballet dancer Misty Copeland remind you to fill out the 2020 Census on YouTube 
youtube.com/watch?v=lkyP_cqqtyQ. 
 

 
Midtown, Midtown South, and Turtle Bay have lower than average response rates for the Census 
survey. If you haven’t already done it, visit 2020census.gov to complete the census survey online. The 
deadline is September 30. All households should respond to the census for each of their addresses. 
Read below if you have more than one address. The census counts people where they live and sleep 
most of the time. The census count determines our neighborhoods’ number of representatives in 
Congress, how districts are drawn, and distribution of funds. If you mistakenly filled out the Census 
using a temporary address outside of NYC, please re-do the survey using your NYC address.  
 
Attention Seasonal and Pied a Terre residents with apartments in Murray Hill!  
If you are a seasonal resident, please respond to the 2020 Census for your seasonal home address 
and indicate that nobody lives there. This will minimize the need for a census taker to follow up. You 
can complete the form online or over the phone by calling 844-330-2020. Instructions for doing this 
online:  

1. Visit my2020census.gov and tap Respond.  
2. Tap Start Questionnaire.  
3. Enter the Census ID for your address or tap "If you do not have a Census ID click here" 
4. Select "A U.S. state or the District of Columbia" and tap Next. 
5. Enter the address for your secondary property and follow the prompts to enter your name 

and address.  
6. Enter “0” for the number of people living at this property 
7. Tap Next, and when a message appears "On April 1, 2020, were you living or staying at <your 

secondary home address> ” tap “No” when asked to confirm no person lives at this property 
8. Select primary reason – "For seasonal, recreational, or occasional use" and follow the 

prompts to complete the survey. 
 

 

Upcoming events 
 

(recorded event) MTV Video Music Awards  
The MTV Video Music Awards broadcast their star-studded celebration against the backdrop of our 
beloved city. If you missed the show, you can watch the show at mtv.com/vma/episodes/ur4trn/mtv-
video-music-awards-2020-mtv-video-music-awards-2020-ep-1. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkyP_cqqtyQ
https://2020census.gov/
https://my2020census.gov/
http://www.mtv.com/vma/episodes/ur4trn/mtv-video-music-awards-2020-mtv-video-music-awards-2020-ep-1/
http://www.mtv.com/vma/episodes/ur4trn/mtv-video-music-awards-2020-mtv-video-music-awards-2020-ep-1/
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September 8  6 pm 

Webinar  Solar for New Yorkers 
Topic: home and commercial solar technology herecomessolar.nyc/september-solar-webinars, with 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer and Solar One solar1.org. Register at 
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JRSG1u_6TAGA9lBTMBsw9g. 
Save the date September 25   11am for another solar webinar. 
 

 
September 9 – October 7, daily, sunrise to sunset 

Exhibit (and book) Masked NYC: Witness to Our Time, photographs by A.J. 
Stetson 
Photographs documenting over 500 New Yorkers by A.J. Stetson. Free Covid-Safe Outdoor Photo 
Exhibit of Masked Portraits near Union Square. The exhibition will open with a socially distanced 
reception in the Meeting House courtyard, Wednesday, September 9 at 5pm, followed by a silent vigil 
at 6:30pm for Covid victims, their families, and others suffering from racial injustice and economic 
deprivation. Each Sunday and Monday at 5pm throughout this exhibition, AJ Stetson will be making 
portraits of masked New Yorkers at the entrance to Stuyvesant Square Park on Rutherford Place and 
East 16th Street. The photographer will email a JPG of each portrait to the subject.  
at Friends Meeting House 
15 Rutherford Place at East 15 Street (between 3rd & Second Avenue) 

 

 
September 9    10am 

Webinar Laying the Groundwork for a Tourism Recovery in NYC  
A Center for an Urban Future virtual policy symposium. Speakers include Councilman Keith Powers, 
Fred Dixon, NYC & Company, Alexandra Dagg, Airbnb and more. Register at 
nycfuture.salsalabs.org/nyctourismrecovery/index.html. 

 

 
September 9 (rehearsals begin) 

For St. George's Choral Society Fall 2020 concert (virtual) on November 21  
St. George's Choral Society is moving ahead with a hybrid virtual/live fall concert on November 21 at 
7pm at St. George’s Church in Stuyvesant Sq.  They will perform a newly commissioned piece with 
soloists and ensemble, Philiip Martin’s Mass (sung in Latin). They plan to pre-record the choral 
portion virtually and then have the soloists and ensemble perform live on stage, amply spaced, as a 
multi-media event with the recording. Depending on NYC policy at the time, there may be a small 
audience. The entire performance will be live streamed. They are encouraging newcomers to try out. 
St. George’s Choral Society welcome musicians of all levels. Dues are $120 for this concert, plus four 
mandatory ticket sales at $15 each (PDF of scores included). All choir rehearsals will be via Zoom. 
Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings, 7-8:30pm. Apply at 
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaU0lhjRqNio57Hh0iGG_DnKq-_cphUmZv_QV-
rMuY3ShXiQ/viewform. New member auditions (to confirm voice part) are Sept 9 or 16. Choir 
members learn their parts in rehearsals, and then record their individual parts (clear instructions on 
recording are part of the rehearsal process). A sound engineer will edit the recordings and merge 
them. Recording will be a combination of sound and video so that your face will appear on screen 
during the concert (options for those who prefer not to be seen). Online and in-person tickets will be 

https://herecomessolar.nyc/september-solar-webinars/
https://www.solar1.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JRSG1u_6TAGA9lBTMBsw9g
https://www.ajstetson.com/maskednyc
https://nycfuture.salsalabs.org/nyctourismrecovery/index.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaU0lhjRqNio57Hh0iGG_DnKq-_cphUmZv_QV-rMuY3ShXiQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaU0lhjRqNio57Hh0iGG_DnKq-_cphUmZv_QV-rMuY3ShXiQ/viewform
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$20. A camera and sound crew will be on site. For inquiries and any interview requests for SGCS 
conductor Matthew Lewis, please contact Sean Nam, SGCS board, seany90@gmail.com. St. George’s 
Choral Society is committed to ensuring access to cultural programming for people with disabilities. 
 

 
September 9   7pm 

Nordic Book Club Virtual Book Talk: The Family Clause with Jonas Hassen 
Khemiri 
Scandinavia House presents Jonas Hassen Khemiri, the acclaimed author of Montecore, to discuss The 
Family Clause, a novel which will be released in English translation beginning on August 25. In this 
novel, per a longstanding family agreement, a grandfather has maintained his Swedish residency 
while living abroad by coming to stay with his son every six months, where he finds endless things to 
criticize. Over the course of ten intense days, the grandfather is confronted by his past, while his 
children are faced with impossible choices. Register for the book talk at 
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DbQcQ6BdSTCuXxg1_NcbNg?mc_cid=4a0f8ff741&mc_eid=
b394ff0e2d. Send audience questions ahead of the discussion to info@amscan.org. Select questions 
will be chosen for a Q&A following the conversation. 
 

 
September 10    11:30am 

(For Gym Owners & Managers) Webinar about gym reopening guidelines 
Hosted by the NYC Dept. of Small Business Services. eventbrite.com/e/nyc-small-business-reopening-
guidelines-for-gyms-and-fitness-centers-tickets-118324049417. 
 

 
September 10    4-5:30pm 

Huntsman Architectural Group: Evolving Communal Spaces: The Future of 
Shared Amenity Areas 
Metropolis Magazine presents thought leadership conversations. Architects and designers from top 
firms along with influencers and experts will examine strengths and weaknesses of current design 
thinking and practices, exploring issues like research, technology, and wellness. Register at 
metropolis-think-tank.splashthat.com/?mc_cid=52ac8b33b5&mc_eid=1b2c1ca26f. 
 

 
September 17 
10:30am–12pm Turtle Bay at 47 St & Second Ave 
1–2:30pm Kips Bay at 28 St & Second Ave 

MTA Mobile Sales Vans in Manhattan 
September schedule new.mta.info/document/19676. Apply for Reduced Fare MetroCards (and 
replacements), MetroCard balance transfers and other MetroCard issues.  
 

 
September 25 deadline 

Submit voting-themed artwork to be featured on LinkNYC’s 1,700 kiosks this 
election season 

mailto:seany90@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DbQcQ6BdSTCuXxg1_NcbNg?mc_cid=4a0f8ff741&mc_eid=b394ff0e2d
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DbQcQ6BdSTCuXxg1_NcbNg?mc_cid=4a0f8ff741&mc_eid=b394ff0e2d
mailto:info@amscan.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nyc-small-business-reopening-guidelines-for-gyms-and-fitness-centers-tickets-118324049417
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nyc-small-business-reopening-guidelines-for-gyms-and-fitness-centers-tickets-118324049417
https://metropolis-think-tank.splashthat.com/?mc_cid=52ac8b33b5&mc_eid=1b2c1ca26f
https://new.mta.info/document/19676
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Link for art submission linklocal.typeform.com/to/fKYyX2qj. Artwork should have a positive, non-
partisan voting message such as "exercise your rights," or simply "go vote." Content of the art should 
be specific to NYC, depicting scenes, people, and sentiments that represent the city. 
 

 
September 27  (deadline extended) 

The Murray Hill Scavenger Hunt 
You now have more time to explore our neighborhood's fascinating history and beautiful 
architecture. You’ll learn a lot and maybe win a prize!  TAP HERE FOR A PDF OF THE SCAVENGER 
HUNT. TAP HERE FOR A WEBLINK TO THE SCAVENGER HUNT. To compete for the grand prize, take a 
photo of each of the items (22 photos in all) and either email your photos to info@murrayhillnyc.org, 
tag us on Instagram @murrayhillnyc or tag us on Facebook @MHNANYC. First prize winner - the entry 
with the highest number of correct items found (drawing in case of tie). First Prize: one-night stay at 
the Shelburne Hotel & Suites by Affinia. Second prize: $50 Gift Certificate to a local restaurant of your 
choice, All participants will receive a MHNA t-shirt, while supplies last. Please note that this is not a 
Google or Internet Hunt; images taken from the web will not be considered! Please wear a mask and 
practice social distancing. Responses must be submitted by September 27, 2020. This Scavenger Hunt 
Contest is organized by the Preservation & Design Committee of The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association and Sponsored by The Shelburne Hotel & Suites by Affinia. 
 

 
Presidential Debates 2020 
Tuesday, September 29 
Thursday, October 15 
Thursday, October 22 
Each debate will run from 9-10:30pm 
 
Vice Presidential Debate 2020 
Wednesday, October 7   9-10:30pm 
 
The general election presidential debates are carried by all the major networks and C-SPAN, without 
commercial breaks or interruptions. Many of the networks also have their own YouTube channels 
where you can watch the live stream from your computer. 
 
Read more at the Commission on Presidential Debates website debates.org. 
 

 
November 17    Deadline for EDC RFEI 

Building Owners – Do you have an appropriate building for Garment District 
manufacturing? 
Council Speaker Corey Johnson and Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer launched 
the Garment Center Steering Committee in 2017, which aimed to lift manufacturing restrictions while 
still protecting the important garment manufacturing ecosystem. As a result, the City’s Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC) agreed to acquire a building to provide affordable manufacturing 
space for garment manufacturers; now, the EDC has issued a RFEI (Request for Expression of Interest) 
for building owners to offer possible properties for purchase by the City. Complete the Garment 

https://linklocal.typeform.com/to/fKYyX2qj
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/Events/MHNA_Scavenger_Hunt_Summer_2020_extended.pdf
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/Events/MHNA_Scavenger_Hunt_Summer_2020_extended.pdf
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11612&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
mailto:August%202 %20(last%20day%20of%20contest)?subject=Scavenger%20hunt
http://www.instagram.com/murrayhillnyc
https://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC
https://www.debates.org/
https://nyc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf27f3da34498cc55bd5e1da4&id=08e011da83&e=66758307c5
https://nyc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf27f3da34498cc55bd5e1da4&id=85f6c0383e&e=66758307c5
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Center Building Acquisition RFEI by Nov. 17 edc.nyc/building-acquisition-garment-center-manhattan-
rfei.  
 

 

 

Kudos to the MTA! 

 

Kudos to the MTA for clean subways and buses and increasing ridership! 

Subway ridership tops 1.5 million for first time since start of COVID-19  
September 4, 2020, nypost.com, by David Meyer 
[Editor's note: On Friday, we were on the subway to go to the Financial District. The cars were 
sparkling clean and the riders in our car were all masked. Two conscientious MTA cleaners were in the 
elevator with us going to street level at the 4/5 Dey/Fulton Street exit. They were commenting that 
they needed to notify a private cleaning company about the smell in the elevator. They told us that 
cleaning for this elevator was not handled by them. Kudos to the MTA (and its employees) for the 
cleanliness of the trains and platforms and on reaching a ridership milestone this week! Also to the 
riders who follow guidance and are wearing masks! 
 

 

 

Kudos to Murray Hill businesses and nonprofits! 

https://nyc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bf27f3da34498cc55bd5e1da4&id=85f6c0383e&e=66758307c5
https://edc.nyc/building-acquisition-garment-center-manhattan-rfei
https://edc.nyc/building-acquisition-garment-center-manhattan-rfei
https://nypost.com/2020/09/04/subway-ridership-tops-1-5-million-for-first-time-since-covid-19/
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The Pershing Square Café outdoor seating is open.  
Pershing Square Café, 90 East 42nd Street, pershingsquare.com, 212-286-9600.  

https://pershingsquare.com/
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The Morgan Library & Museum is open. Get tickets in advance for timed entry. Special member hours, 
themorgan.org,  plan your visit themorgan.org/visit.  

 

Murray Hill in the news 

 

Heard on NY1, September 5, 2020: Construction site on 34th Street (SE corner of 3rd 
Avenue) has led to 311 noise complaints about early morning jack 
hammering. The complaints were investigated, but no action was taken, as no violations of 

allowable work hours were found. 

 

 
Grab & Go services are now available at the Kips Bay Library (a branch of The New 

York Public Library), 446 3rd Avenue. How to use Grab & Go Service nypl.org/blog/2020/07/08/nypl-
grab-go-service, or call Ask NYPL at 917-275-6975 to place a hold.  
 

 

 

Policing 

https://www.themorgan.org/
https://www.themorgan.org/visit
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2020/07/08/nypl-grab-go-service
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2020/07/08/nypl-grab-go-service
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Deadline for comments is September 30, 2020 

DRAFT FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: NYPD Disciplinary Matrix 
New York City Police Department Disciplinary System Penalty Guidelines 
www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/about/about-nypd/discipline-policy-matrix.page. Disciplinary matrix 
nyc.gov/nypdmatrix. 

Related: The Governor announced new guidance for the New York State Police 
Reform and Reinvention Collaborative, which was established by the Governor's Executive 

Order in June. The guidance offers a framework and topics for consideration by local police 
departments, elected officials and citizens as they develop their local plans for reform. Per the 
Governor's Executive Order, every locality must adopt a plan for reform by April 1, 2021 to be eligible 
for future state funding.  The Guidance can be accessed at 
governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Police_Reform_Workbook81720.pdf. 

 

 

New York City Council to revisit chokehold ban, consider changes 
August 27, 2020, foxnews.com 
The New York City Council will re-examine a chokehold ban largely disputed by police for a current 
provision that makes it a misdemeanor for officers to sit, kneel or stand on a suspect’s chest or back, 
according to a report. 

 

 

What Can Mayors Do When the Police Stop Doing Their Jobs? 
September 3, 2020, propublica.org, by Alec MacGillis  
If reformers hope to succeed in curbing overpolicing, they will first have to overcome the challenge of 
underpolicing, which has often allowed officers to exercise an effective veto on reform...some 
academics who have studied the phenomenon in recent years see evidence that rising rates of 
violence in cities that have experienced high-profile incidents of police brutality are driven by police 
pullbacks. Many criminologists also cite the general deterioration of trust between the community 
and police, which leaves residents less likely to report crimes, call in tips or testify in court. Added to 
that are the dynamics that are now likely also driving a rise in violent crime, even in cities that have 
not witnessed recent high-profile deaths at police hands: the economic and social stresses of the 
pandemic lockdowns, including disruptions to illegal drug markets, and the usual seasonal rise in 
violence during summer. 

Related: NYPD union head blasts Councilman Torres, calling him a ‘first class 
whore’ 
September 4, 2020, nypost.com, by Craig McCarthy and Julia Marsh 
The head of an NYPD union attacked City Councilman and congressional candidate Ritchie Torres on 
Twitter...after the lawmaker called for an investigation into a possible police slowdown amid an 
epidemic of gun violence...Torres fired back at the SBA calling it “a bona fide hate group 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/about/about-nypd/discipline-policy-matrix.page
http://www.nyc.gov/nypdmatrix
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Police_Reform_Workbook81720.pdf
https://www.foxnews.com/us/new-york-city-council-chokehold-ban-changes
https://www.propublica.org/article/what-can-mayors-do-when-the-police-stop-doing-their-jobs
related:%20https://nypost.com/2020/09/04/nypd-union-head-calls-councilman-torres-a-first-class-whore/
related:%20https://nypost.com/2020/09/04/nypd-union-head-calls-councilman-torres-a-first-class-whore/
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masquerading as a union.”...Mayor Bill de Blasio’s spokesman Bill Neidhardt weighed in on the mud-
slinging...“Disagree with Torres all you want on policy. This is an insane and homophobic response 
from Mullins and SBA. How could anyone take this union seriously.” 

 

 

Photo (top picture) The NYPD's 17th precinct, 51st Street, courtesy of Patch 

 

Battle Escalates Over NYPD's Midtown Street Barricades 
September 3, 2020, patch.com, by Nick Garber 
Months long efforts to remove NYPD barricades from Midtown streets escalated this week following 
a new report and a community board motion. 
 

Related: Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's report Manhattan Police 
Barricade Inspection Findings: manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Office-

of-Manhattan-Borough-President-Gale-A.-Brewers-Police-Barricade-Inspection-Findings.pdf. She has 
called on NYPD Commissioner Dermot Shea to remove the barricades manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/09-2-20-Police-Barricades-Letter-1.pdf. 

https://patch.com/new-york/midtown-nyc/battle-escalates-over-nypds-midtown-street-barricades
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Office-of-Manhattan-Borough-President-Gale-A.-Brewers-Police-Barricade-Inspection-Findings.pdf
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Office-of-Manhattan-Borough-President-Gale-A.-Brewers-Police-Barricade-Inspection-Findings.pdf
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/09-2-20-Police-Barricades-Letter-1.pdf
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/09-2-20-Police-Barricades-Letter-1.pdf


21 

 

Related: NYPD Blocks Midtown Street With New 'Checkpoint' 
August 28, 2020, patch.com, by Nick Garber 
The NYPD escalated its obstruction of a Midtown thoroughfare this week by installing a new 
"checkpoint" on East 51st Street, steps away from the department's 17th precinct...partially blocking 
51st between 3rd and Lexington avenues...Residents and safe streets advocates around the city have 
complained for months about NYPD barricades blocking streets, sidewalks, and sometimes entire 
blocks near police stations...A spokesperson for City Councilmember Keith Powers, who represents 
Midtown, said Powers "has expressed concern regarding street and sidewalk space being used in this 
way." "Our office has reached out to the Mayor's office to follow up as to when blocks where 
precincts are located will open back up to New Yorkers," spokesperson Liz Peters said. 
 

Related: Mayor's Press Conference with Polly Trottenberg, DOT Commissioner 

Some streets are barricaded and you can't walk or drive there. Some streets taken up by police cars. 
NYPD does not go to DOT when they close up streets. 
 

 

 

Changes in the neighborhood 

 

Turkevi Center Nears Completion At 821 First Avenue 
In Turtle Bay 
September 2, 2020, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
Only a few minor touches remain to be completed on the podium of 
the 35-story tower, which is designed by Perkins Eastman and will 
serve as the consulate for the Republic of Turkey...Construction on 821 
First Avenue should likely be finished by the end of the year. Photo by 
Michael Young. 

https://patch.com/new-york/midtown-nyc/nypd-blocks-midtown-street-new-checkpoint
https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/09/turkevi-center-nears-completion-at-821-first-avenue-in-turtle-bay.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/09/turkevi-center-nears-completion-at-821-first-avenue-in-turtle-bay.html
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Hillrose 28’S Façade Begins To Emerge At 157-161 East 
28th Street In Kips Bay 
June 9, 2020, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
The scaffolding and black netting have begun disassembly at Hillrose 28, 
a 20-story residential building at 157-161 East 28th Street in Kips Bay. 
The 191-foot-tall, 66,125-square-foot property is developed by Forkosh 
Development and designed by C3D Architecture with Lemay + Escobar 
as the interior designer. Corcoran Sunshine is in charge of marketing 
and selling the 43 residential units...Forkosh purchased the property, 
located at the corner of East 28th Street and Third Avenue, for $43 
million in January 2018. Development required the demolition of three 
low-rise apartment buildings on the site...Hillrose 28 is expected to be 
finished sometime in 2020, though sometime in early 2021 is likely. 
 

 

128 East 28th Street Awaits Façade Installation In NoMad 
August 30, 2020, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Construction appears to have stalled at 128 East 28th Street, an eight-story, ten-unit building in 
NoMad...TRA Studio is the designer and Sinha Development is the developer of the 80-foot-tall, 
21,038-square-foot project...The property will yield 17,300 square feet of residential space from the 
second through eighth floors. Each unit is set to average 1,734 square feet. A full-floor home will take 
up the sixth story with a duplex spanning the top two floors...The ground floor and cellar levels will 
contain nearly 3,100 square feet of retail space...A formal completion date for 128 East 28th Street is 
unclear at the moment, though some time in 2021 is most likely. 

  

 

YIMBY Scopes Views From “VU,” Aka 368 Third 
Avenue, In Kips Bay 
August 14, 2020, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Construction on VU, aka 368 Third Avenue, continues to move 
forward as the new condominium development gets ready to launch 
sales in the coming months. It is the tallest new residential building 
in the vicinity at 410-feet-tall and features a 36-story reinforced 
concrete structure. VU is located in the Manhattan neighborhood of 
Kips Bay...Developed by Minrav Development, the 145,000-square-
foot superstructure will yield 100 apartments which will include 
studios to three-bedrooms...VU will have 3,000 square feet of 
ground-floor retail space...Minrav Development estimates VU will be 
completed in 2021...VU - Rendering by Unmarked Studio 
 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/06/facade-of-157-161-east-28th-street-aka-hillrose-28-now-visible-in-kips-bay.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/06/facade-of-157-161-east-28th-street-aka-hillrose-28-now-visible-in-kips-bay.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/08/128-east-28th-street-awaits-facade-installation-in-nomad.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/08/yimby-scopes-views-from-vu-aka-368-third-avenue-in-kips-bay.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/08/yimby-scopes-views-from-vu-aka-368-third-avenue-in-kips-bay.html
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Governor Cuomo’s ‘Empire Station Complex’ Masterplan Enters Next Phase Of 
Development 
August 21, 2020, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris 
Earlier this year, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced the Empire State Complex, a major 
redevelopment initiative for the area surrounding Pennsylvania Station. The project team is now 
completing a final scope of work, which will take into consideration the many comments received 
from community activists, experts, and officials since a scoping meeting on July 20, 2020. Governor 
Cuomo’s primary objective is to deliver a world-class hub of transportation for the millions of New 
Yorkers, tourists, and commuters that pass through Penn Station each year. In total, the complex will 
comprise 19.6 million square feet. This includes 14.3 million square feet of commercial office space, 
800,00 square feet of retail, 800,000 square feet of hotel space, and unspecified “non-program area.” 
If successful, the project will also create a seamless link between Penn Station and the new Moynihan 
Train Hall, in addition to eight new train tracks, new subway station entrances, stairways, widened 
platforms, and ADA-compliant access points. From east to west, the Empire State Complex is bound 
by Sixth Avenue and Ninth Avenue and spans from West 30th Street to West 34th Street...Before 
construction can break ground, an environmental assessment will also need to take place to consider 
the potential effects of shadows cast by the new structures, changes to the pedestrian experience, 
water and sewer infrastructure, public health, and the potential effects on nearby historic buildings. 
[Editor’s note: It is my understanding that state projects can use eminent domain and do not have to 
follow NYC zoning requirements.] 
 

 

Traffic, travel & transportation 

 
As of August 31 

Free bus fares and rear boarding that were put in place for the pandemic ends 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/08/governor-cuomos-empire-station-complex-masterplan-enters-next-phase-of-development.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/08/governor-cuomos-empire-station-complex-masterplan-enters-next-phase-of-development.html
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For regular bus service, board at the front. Select buses will have rear boarding; tickets must be 
purchased at the machines prior to boarding the bus. Or use OMNY. The temporary free bus program 
was implemented during the first months of the pandemic. 
 

 

Map of Open Streets 
Bicycle Utopia NYC has an interactive map that highlights Open Streets, Open Restaurants, bicycling 
information and arts and culture opportunities.  
bicycleutopia.io 
 

 

End of MTA Taxi Service Leaves Overnight Commuters Waiting 
August 27, 2020, thecity.nyc, by Jose Martinez   
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority will soon end its free for-hire vehicle service for essential 
workers displaced on their overnight routes by the nightly subway closures...the agency expects that 
several hundred of the 1,500 users of for-hire vehicles will now shift to the three new interborough 
express bus services that run while the subway is closed. 
 

 

Schools, children & youth programs 

 
The NYC Department of Education (DOE) website is updated daily at 
schools.nyc.gov. 
 

 

Schools reopening 
The City’s Dept. of Education has set up a Return to School 2020 page schools.nyc.gov/school-year-
20-21/return-to-school-2020 with the latest updates on reopening public schools and specifics on 
hybrid learning and the first day of school. Chancellor Carranza also released a letter 
schools.nyc.gov/about-us/news/chancellor-s-message-for-families for NYC school families. 
 

 
Does your student need a device for remote learning?  
The DOE is lending internet-enabled iPads to support remote learning for students. If you would like 
to request a device before the first day of school, fill out the form at 
coronavirus.schools.nyc/RemoteLearningDevices. 
 

 
The Dept. of Education this week announced the Outdoor Learning Initiative 

infohub.nyced.org/working-with-the-doe/covid-19-resources/outdoor-learning-initiative, which 
encourages schools to hold as many classes outside as possible and allows principals to request 
additional outdoor space in nearby parks or streets 

https://bicycleutopia.io/
https://www.thecity.nyc/2020/8/27/21404937/end-of-mta-taxi-service-leaves-overnight-commuters-waiting
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-year-20-21/return-to-school-2020
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-year-20-21/return-to-school-2020
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/news/chancellor-s-message-for-families%20for%20NYC%20school%20families
http://coronavirus.schools.nyc/RemoteLearningDevices
https://infohub.nyced.org/working-with-the-doe/covid-19-resources/outdoor-learning-initiative
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docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyi72_3fh4y_OiV3avt2T91ISetkmBkh-yZ75atLZo46-
G8Q/viewform. 
 

 

Don’t send sick college kids home 
[Source: Bloomberg Prognosis Coronavirus Daily email of 9/3/2020.] 
A consensus is building among public health experts that it’s better to keep university students on 
campus after a Covid-19 outbreak than to send them home as many are doing. It’s easier to isolate 
exposed students and trace the people they’ve been in contact with if they stay put, said Ravina 
Kullar, epidemiologist and spokesperson for the Infectious Diseases Society of America. Sending them 
home risks exposing family members and others to the virus and increases the likelihood of its 
spread. 
 

 

Elite U.S. Colleges Lose Favor With Lucrative Asian Students 
August 27, 2020, bloomberg.com, by Janet Paskin 
In a typical year, more than 1 million students come from all over the world to study at U.S. colleges 
and universities. They’ve never had more reasons to reconsider. The coronavirus pandemic has 
brought health concerns, travel restrictions and shifting immigration rules; online classes and social 
distancing promise a diluted college experience at a full-strength price. Students from Asia, who make 
up three quarters of foreign nationals on U.S. campuses, have yet another concern. Anti-Asian bias 
and hate crimes are at an all-time high...Foreign students contributed an estimated $41 billion to the 
economy in the 2018-19 academic year, according to NAFSA: Association of International Educators 
https://www.nafsa.org/policy-and-advocacy/policy-resources/nafsa-international-student-economic-
value-tool-v2 [National Association for Foreign Student Advisors (now Association of International 
Educators)]. The intangible benefits to the U.S. are harder to measure but no less real. 
 

 

How safe is the air inside your NYC classroom? 
Aug 25, 2020, ny.chalkbeat.org, by Amy Zimmer, Christina Veiga, and Gabrielle LaMarr LeMee Good 
ventilation could lower the risk of coronavirus transmission. Find out where your school stands. 
[Look up the report for your child's school.] 
Report for P.S. 281 The River School survey.nycsca.org/bcas/enc_rpts/M281_M.pdf 
Murray Hill Academy - Manhattan survey.nycsca.org/bcas/enc_rpts/M620_M.pdf 
PS 116 Mary Lindley Murray - Manhattan survey.nycsca.org/bcas/enc_rpts/M116_M.pdf 
 

 

City Council Members Call to Halt Middle School Admission Screenings 
August 26, 2020, ny1.com/nyc, by Spectrum News Staff New York City 
Several City Council members on Wednesday called on the Department of Education to prohibit the 
use of screenings for middle school admission for the upcoming school year. The screens are usually 
drawn from fourth graders' spring semester, and include grades, state tests score and attendance 
records. However, six Council members say the coronavirus pandemic has made those metrics 
unusable. 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyi72_3fh4y_OiV3avt2T91ISetkmBkh-yZ75atLZo46-G8Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyi72_3fh4y_OiV3avt2T91ISetkmBkh-yZ75atLZo46-G8Q/viewform
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-08-27/u-s-college-admissions-students-from-asia-defer-and-cancel
https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2020/8/25/21396573/how-safe-is-the-air-inside-nyc-classrooms
https://survey.nycsca.org/bcas/enc_rpts/M281_M.pdf
https://survey.nycsca.org/bcas/enc_rpts/M620_M.pdf
https://survey.nycsca.org/bcas/enc_rpts/M116_M.pdf
https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/education/2020/08/26/city-councilmembers-call-to-halt-admission-screenings
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Housing, homelessness & affordability 

Email from Councilwoman Carlina Rivera's office: Inside Team Carlina's Efforts 
to Address Street Homelessness With Katie Loeb, August 27, 2020 

Our City's budget changed dramatically because of COVID-19. Instead of increasing funding for 
programs and creating new initiatives, we had to focus on saving essential services and how funding 
could be used to jump start New York's recovery. I'm also Carlina's CB6 Liaison, and in that role I've 
ended up working quite a bit on our street homelessness response.  
Why are we seeing an increase of street homelessness in the District? We are in the midst of a 
housing crisis that's contributing to homelessness and a greater need for shelter space, and the 
pandemic has compounded the crisis in every way. Shelters became  dangerous because they don’t 
allow for social distancing. Social services were closed leaving people without the support they are 
used to, and the state shutting down overnight subway service led to an increase in intakes at the 
30th Street Men’s Shelter. These factors affect the whole city, but with District 2’s available 
commercial hotels and closed businesses as well as proximity to treatment facilities and other 
services, a lot of people in need ended up in the neighborhood. It's a difficult cycle when we have one 
of the largest shelters in the country bordering our District and no clear plan of action from the 
Administration. 
What should District 2 residents do in different situations involving homeless New Yorkers? What 
should they do if someone appears to be in distress or needs services? Call 311. I know it’s frustrating 
to hear this, but calling 311 is important so the street outreach teams can respond quickly and have 
the data to allocate more resources to our district. If you see someone who may be chronically 
homeless and they need health assistance or other services, call 311 and an outreach team from the 
Department of Homeless Services (DHS) will be sent to work with that person. DHS works with 
organizations like Breaking Ground and Goddard Riverside who conduct intakes and offer services to 
homeless people in District 2. You can also call our office about it, and we will coordinate with DHS 
and their partner organizations. If you see illegal activity or someone presenting a danger to 
themselves or others, call 911.  
What is the NYPD's role in all of this, and has it changed since the Council voted on the 2021 
budget? The NYPD is responsible for responding to criminal activity. So if you see something illegal, 
they should be responding. This has not changed at all since the budget passed. The city is struggling 
right now and all agencies are working with fewer resources, but they still should be doing their job.  
What is the office doing to address our homelessness crisis? We're trying to address this from a 
neighborhood and city-wide perspective. To address the influx of people in District 2, I have regular 
conversations with DHS and Breaking Ground to identify areas that need additional canvassing and 
how we can address local conditions to help people find services. These conversations have led to 
changes in intake policies and connections between service providers, as well as increased presence 
of street teams in the area. We're going to continue talking to DHS to find out what barriers remain to 
getting someone into a shelter, supportive housing, or more intensive mental health facilities. Even 
with the work we're doing here in District 2, there's a long way to go. There are still 60,000 people 
being shuttled around in the City because there's not enough affordable housing to live in and that's 
unacceptable. Since taking office, Carlina has prioritized creation of affordable housing by funding 
community land trusts, supporting affordable housing developments, introducing the Community 
Opportunity to Purchase Act, and calling for the Mayor to uphold his promise to build more 
supportive housing. Even though the city is working with less money it's still our responsibility to work 
creatively and collaboratively to solve this issue. 
Contact information: 
Manhattan Community Board 5: cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 

www.cb5.org
http://www.cbsix.org/
http://www.council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
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NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-0580, 
KPowers@council.nyc.gov 

 
 

NYC Rental Market Flooded As Coronavirus Pandemic Lingers 
August 28, 2020, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 
The city's rental inventory in July hit a 10-year high and nearly Manhattan listings nearly doubled, 
according to StreetEasy data...There were roughly 67,000 listings citywide [in July], of which 37,000 
were in Manhattan, according to the data...The typical rent in Manhattan dipped to $3,200 a month 
in July from $3,500 the year before, according to StreetEasy data. 
Related: streeteasy.com/blog/data-dashboard. 
 

Related: Lawmakers Aim to Stop COVID-19 Apartment Vacancies From 
Upending Rent Regulation 
July 29, 2020, thecity.nyc, by Rachel Holliday Smith 
Rent regulation is legally underpinned by a decades-old definition of a “housing emergency” in New 
York, meaning less than 5% of available apartments are vacant. If the housing stock goes above that 
figure, the longstanding argument for rent regulation — which some landlords have argued violates 
the U.S. Constitution — could go away. The new legislation, introduced by Manhattan Democrats Sen. 
Brad Hoylman and Assemblyman Harvey Epstein, would put a pause on the official count of the city’s 
vacancy rate — completed by the city Department of Housing Preservation and Development and the 
U.S. Census Bureau — until two years after the state’s COVID-19 emergency declaration is over. 
 

 

 

Taxes & budget 

 

Cuomo undercuts de Blasio, steps in to stop annual NYC tax lien auction 
September 4, 2020, nydailynews.com, by Denis Slattery 
Gov. Cuomo stepped in to stop New York City from holding its annual lien...moments after Mayor de 
Blasio said the sale would go on as planned later in the month. The auction, in which private 
companies buy up tax debt, was rescheduled from the spring...As de Blasio announced the event was 
again being moved, this time to Sept. 25, the governor signed off on an executive order undercutting 
the city’s move...A Cuomo official said the sale is suspended for at least 30 days, but noted that it can 
be renewed in a month as the governor has done with other pandemic-related orders. 
Department of Finance programs to help property owners with hardships pay property taxes  
www1.nyc.gov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/20pdf/hardship-programs-press-release.pdf. 
 

 

FEMA Yanks Funding For Disinfecting Subways And Schools 
September 4, 2020, gothamist.com, by Christopher Robbins 
[T]he Trump administration announced that they will no longer reimburse cities and states for 
disinfecting transit systems and classrooms. While the Federal Emergency Management Agency had 
been reimbursing localities for pandemic-related cleaning since march, a new FEMA memo signed on 
September 1st states that as of September 15th, the operation of schools "and other public facilities" 
no longer qualify for reimbursement...Despite the FEMA memo, [MTA spokesperson Ken] Lovett said 
that the MTA would continue the overnight cleaning. 

http://www.council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/h849m/nyc-rental-market-flooded-as-coronavirus-pandemic-lingers
https://streeteasy.com/blog/data-dashboard
https://www.thecity.nyc/2020/7/29/21347547/new-york-city-apartments-rent-regulation-pandemic-tenants
https://www.thecity.nyc/2020/7/29/21347547/new-york-city-apartments-rent-regulation-pandemic-tenants
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/ny-cuomo-james-de-blasio-tax-lien-sale-nyc-20200904-issceskwi5hktbiezerutonl2y-story.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/20pdf/hardship-programs-press-release.pdf
https://gothamist.com/news/fema-yanks-funding-disinfecting-subways-and-schools
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De Blasio slams FEMA over ‘unacceptable’ COVID-19 funding change 
September 4, 2020, nypost.com, by Julia Marsh 
De Blasio warned that a new FEMA policy change could cost New York City over $1 billion in lost 
federal payments for supplies that protect frontline workers and sanitize public buildings. 
 

 

Where De Blasio's Push to Borrow Billions Stands 
September 4, 2020, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid 
Mayor Bill de Blasio has until the end of September to present a state fiscal oversight body with a 
plan to find $1 billion in savings that will help balance the city budget for the current fiscal year...In 
lieu of a federal aid package to help replace lost tax revenue due to the coronavirus pandemic, the 
mayor and labor union leaders are pushing the Legislature and Governor Cuomo to allow the city to 
borrow billions of dollars to cover operating expenses...State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli has pointed 
out that the de Blasio administration has yet to lay out a detailed plan that takes into account 
uncertainties, particularly about future revenue. 
 

Related: Supplemental Survey Report: Empire State Manufacturing 
Survey/Business Leaders Survey August 2020, Federal Reserve Bank of New York 

Businesses Report Ongoing Shortfalls in Employment and Revenues 
 

 

DiNapoli: New Law Will Help Local Governments Weather Coronavirus 
Pandemic 
August 25, 2020, Press Release from State Comptroller Thomas di Napoli 
Legislation...will help ease the financial difficulties facing local governments and school districts and 
give them greater fiscal flexibility amid the COVID-19 pandemic has been signed into law...The new 
law, sponsored by Sen. Liz Krueger and Assemblyman Fred Thiele, provides financial and budgetary 
flexibility to local governments and school districts by: extending the "rollover" period for bond 
anticipation notes issued in calendar years 2015 through 2021; providing additional options to spend 
or temporarily transfer moneys in reserve funds for pandemic-related expenses and permitting the 
repayment of inter-fund advances made for those expenses by the end of the next succeeding fiscal 
year, rather than the end of the current fiscal year. 
 

 

During the pandemic, the New York Department of Labor has prevented more 
than $1 billion in unemployment insurance fraud. The Department of Labor has 

stopped more than 40,000 fraudulent claims since March. During the last five months, DOL has 
referred more UI fraud cases to federal prosecutors than in the last ten years combined. [Source: 
Gov. Cuomo's email NYS Coronavirus Update August 13, 2020] 
 

 

 

Government, executive orders, legislation, rules, policies 
(including pending) 

https://nypost.com/2020/09/04/femas-covid-19-funding-change-would-cost-nyc-1b-de-blasio/
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/9733-where-de-blasio-push-to-borrow-billions-stands-new-york-city-budget-layoffs
https://www.newyorkfed.org/medialibrary/media/survey/business_leaders/2020/2020_08supplemental.pdf?la=en
https://www.newyorkfed.org/medialibrary/media/survey/business_leaders/2020/2020_08supplemental.pdf?la=en
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/press/releases/2020/08/dinapoli-new-law-will-help-local-governments-weather-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/press/releases/2020/08/dinapoli-new-law-will-help-local-governments-weather-coronavirus-pandemic
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New Program: Mediating Establishment and Neighbor Disputes (MEND) 
Mayor De Blasio announced a new program that builds on the efforts of the Office of Nightlife to 
provide mediation to New Yorkers and hospitality businesses across the city who are in disputes over 
quality-of-life issues. Administered by the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings (OATH) in 
partnership with the Office of Nightlife, MEND (Mediating Establishment and Neighbor Disputes) 
www1.nyc.gov/site/oath/conflict-resolution/mediating-establishment-and-neighbor-disputes NYC 
will create opportunities to resolve such disputes by referring cases where there may be chronic or 
urgent quality-of-life complaints related to a restaurant, bar, or other nightlife venue to OATH’s 
Center for Creative Conflict Resolution. By providing residents and businesses an opportunity to 
collaboratively design creative solutions and repair tense relationships, MEND NYC aims to mitigate 
the need for formal enforcement, such as issuing summonses, which can add financial hardship to 
small businesses that are already under tremendous strain. 
 
 

 
The NYPD’s proposal to change the rules governing press access is opposed by 

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, who states that the changes give the NYPD 
overwhelming authority to revoke press credentials for almost any reason. Read her testimony  
manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-08-18-Statement-on-Proposed-NYPD-
Rules-for-Press-Credentials.pdf. 
 

 

 

Public service announcements 

 

Over $16 Billion in Unclaimed Funds, Search for Your Lost Funds 
Source: Office of the New York State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli 
There is currently $16.5 billion in unclaimed funds in New York state waiting to be claimed. It’s easier 
than ever to see if there are any unclaimed funds in your name. Simply search for your name or 
business to get started at osc.state.ny.us/unclaimed-funds. 
 

 

Be #FDNYSmart - Plug Air Conditioners Directly into Wall Outlets 
NEVER plug your air conditioner into an extension cord. Always plug large appliances directly into a 
wall outlet. See more #FDNYSmart tips for a safe summer at fdnysmart.org. Watch the video 
youtube.com/watch?v=7x_PV_UsQxM. 
 

 

Are the apps your children use illegally marketing to them? 
June 4, 2020, consumer.ftc.gov, by Jim Kreidler, Consumer Education Specialist, FTC 
A mobile app developer, offered free apps to children under 13-years-old and unlawfully collected 
their personal information to direct targeted advertising to them, in violation of the Children’s Online 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/mome/nightlife/nightlife.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/oath/index.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/oath/conflict-resolution/mediating-establishment-and-neighbor-disputes.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/oath/conflict-resolution/conflict-resolution.page
https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-08-18-Statement-on-Proposed-NYPD-Rules-for-Press-Credentials.pdf
https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-08-18-Statement-on-Proposed-NYPD-Rules-for-Press-Credentials.pdf
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/unclaimed-funds
http://fdnysmart.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7x_PV_UsQxM
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2020/06/are-apps-your-children-use-illegally-marketing-them
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Privacy and Protection Act (COPPA). ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-
proceedings/childrens-online-privacy-protection-rule. 
 

 

Scams 

 
There are an unprecedented number of coronavirus-related scams circulating. 
Stay abreast of the latest Coronavirus-related scams by visiting the Federal Trade Commission’s 
webpage ftc.gov/coronavirus/scams. You can also subscribe to alerts. 
 

 

 

Stories we are following 

 

Medical Supply Imports rose 227% 
Thomas Overacker, executive director of cargo and conveyance security at U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, testified on Tuesday before the Senate Finance Committee [that] medical supply imports 
rose 227% in April...CBP has cleared more than 400 flights from 17 countries to facilitate the delivery 
of 1.3 billion pieces of personal protective equipment...As of the end of June, CBP had seized more 
than 10 million counterfeit masks, 120,000 unlawful test kits, 24,000 prohibited hydroxychloroquine 
and chloroquine tablets and 4,000 unsafe antibiotics. 
[Source: Bloomberg Prognosis email of 7/29/2020, bloombergbusiness.com] 
 

 

The Daily News Is Now a Newspaper Without a Newsroom 
August 12, 2020, nytimes.com, by Marc Tracy 
A tabloid once famous for its bustling, big-city newsroom no longer has a newsroom...Tribune 
Publishing said on Wednesday that The Daily News, once the largest-circulation newspaper in the 
country, was permanently closing its physical newsroom at 4 New York Plaza...“As we progress 
through the pandemic and as needs change, we will reconsider our need for physical offices”...The 
pandemic, which has sharply squeezed advertising revenue, has added to the publications’ woes...In 
its 20th-century heyday, The Daily News was a brawny metro tabloid that thrived when it dug into 
crime and corruption. It served as a model for The Daily Planet, the paper that counted Clark Kent and 
Lois Lane among its reporters, and for the tabloid depicted in the 1994 movie “The Paper.”...The Daily 
News reveled in its role as the voice of the average New Yorker. Etched into the stone above the 
entrance of its former home, the Daily News Building on East 42nd Street, is a phrase attributed to 
Abraham Lincoln: “God must have loved the common man, he made so many of them.”...Alden 
Global Capital, a hedge fund that has aggressively cut costs at the newspapers it owns through the 
chain MediaNews Group, disclosed it owned nearly one-third of the publicly traded Tribune 
Publishing shares. It also amassed three of its seven board seats.  
 

Related: The Daily News Building at 220 East 42nd Street is designated as a NYC 
landmark.  
Daily News Building | LP-1049 
Landmark Type: Individual Landmark, built in  1929-30 

https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-proceedings/childrens-online-privacy-protection-rule
https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-proceedings/childrens-online-privacy-protection-rule
http://ftc.gov/coronavirus/scams
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/12/business/media/daily-news-office.html
https://www.nytimes.com/by/marc-tracy
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Designation Date: 7/28/1981 
Address:  220 East 42nd Street, Borough: Manhattan  
Designation Report: s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/lpc/lp/1049.pdf 
[T]he Daily News Building has a special character, special historical and aesthetic interest and value as 
part of the development, heritage and cultural characteristics of New York City. The Commission 
further finds that, among its important qualities, the Daily News Building is one of New York City's 
outstanding Art Deco monuments; that it is the first fully modernistic freestanding skyscraper of 
architect Raymond Hood, one of the nation's most prominent designers of skyscrapers between the 
two World Wars...and that it has considerable historical significance as the home of America's first 
tabloid and largest newspaper...One of the most significant qualities of the Daily News Building is its 
dual function as office space and printing plant for the nation's largest daily newspaper.  
 
The western front has a large polished granite slab with the inscription: HOME OF THE NEWS. THIS 
NEWSPAPER ALWAYS WILL BE FEARLESS AND INDEPENDENT. IT WILL HAVE NO ENTANGLING 
ALLIANCE WITH ANY CLASS WHATEVER -- FOR CLASS FEELING IS ALWAYS ANTAGONISTIC TO THE 
INTEREST OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE." JOSEPH MEDILL PATTERSON, FOUNDER. JUNE 26, 1919. 
 
[The Lobby] is probably the most unique and most elaborate collection of geographical, astronomical 
and meteorological data gathered in one place anywhere in the world. [Large globe] 
 

Related: New York Daily News To Close Its Newsroom: Report 

Aug 12, 2020, patch.com, by Matt Troutman 
The Daily News moved several times through its history. Its most famous home — the News Building, 
an Art Deco tower at 220 E. 42 St. — is a National Historic Landmark and famously was used as a 
stand-in for the Daily Planet in 1978's Superman film. 
 

 

Photo courtesy of Superman Film Locations - [otsoNY.com] 
onthesetofnewyork.com 

http://s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/lpc/lp/1049.pdf
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/h7gwo/new-york-daily-news-to-close-its-newsroom-report
http://otsony.com/
http://onthesetofnewyork.com/
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Supertall Two Bridges Towers Awarded Major Victory Over NIMBYs In New 
York Appellate Court Decision 
August 28, 2020, newyorkyimby.com, by Vanessa Londono 
The New York Appellate Court ruled in favor of a group of developers, including JDS Development 
Group, CIM Group, L+M Development Partners, and Starrett Corporation, to build four more towers 
along the Two Bridges waterfront on the Lower East Side. One Manhattan Square, a similarly-scoped 
neighbor, was completed in early 2019, and stands alone as the rest of development came to a halt 
despite approvals from the City Planning Commission in 2016. Yesterday, the ruling found the 
buildings described in the applications did not conflict with applicable zoning requirements. 
 

Related: Developers Win Battle In Years-Long Fight Against High-Rise Towers In 
Two Bridges After Appeals Court Overrules Previous Decision 
August 28, 2020, gothamist.com, by Sydney Pereira 
An appeals court ruled on Thursday that development plans for the buildings comply with the 
underlying zoning—meaning the towers do not have to wind through a lengthy public review process 
known as the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP)...The other two lawsuits led by 
community groups are still pending, meaning the developers won't be building anytime soon...In 
justifying the decision, the judges specifically noted that the City Council "could have taken steps" to 
change the zoning in a way that would prevent such towers from being built or amend the ULURP 
process...Meanwhile, another coalition of neighborhood groups is trying to garner support from 
elected officials to change the zoning rules along the waterfront between the Manhattan and 
Brooklyn bridges. 
 

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program  

Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. 

Restaurant and Food Discounts 

General Discounts  

 

 

 

Our government representatives 

When contacting your representative, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a 
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites. 

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org 

Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/08/supertall-two-bridges-towers-awarded-major-victory-over-nimbys-in-new-york-appellate-court-decision.html
https://newyorkyimby.com/2020/08/supertall-two-bridges-towers-awarded-major-victory-over-nimbys-in-new-york-appellate-court-decision.html
https://gothamist.com/news/developers-win-battle-years-long-fight-against-high-rise-towers-two-bridges-after-appeals-court-overrules-previous-decision
https://gothamist.com/news/developers-win-battle-years-long-fight-against-high-rise-towers-two-bridges-after-appeals-court-overrules-previous-decision
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
https://www.cb5.org/
mailto:office@cb5.org
http://cbsix.org/
http://cbsix.org/
mailto:office@cbsix.org
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NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077, 
District2@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757, 
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov 

NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-0580, 
KPowers@council.nyc.gov 

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300, 
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov 

Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with 
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov 

Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page 

Landmarks Preservation Commission: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page 

NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-
490-9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov 

NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-
hoylman, 212-633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov 

NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-
Quart, 212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov 

NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, 
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov 

NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, 
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov 

New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings [And archived videos can also be accessed on this 
page.] https://nyassembly.gov/av/upcoming 
New York Assembly Upcoming Public hearings calendar nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear 

U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congressional District: 
https://maloney.house.gov, 212-860-0606, website contact form: 
https://maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me 

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: www.schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form: 
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck 

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: www.gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact 
form: www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me 

http://council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera
http://council.nyc.gov/district-3
mailto:SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov
http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/contact-us.page
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
https://www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
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mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
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https://maloney.house.gov/
https://maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
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U.S. President Donald Trump: https://www.whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump website contact 
form: https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact 

 

 

 

Read our Privacy Statement  
 

 

 
The MHNA 

Better Together! 

If you are not a member 
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now 

 

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

  

And, don't forget to tag @MHNAnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos! 

 

Visit the MHNA website murrayhillnyc.org 
Contact the MHNA by email at info@murrayhillnyc.org 
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http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
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