
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing the
information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News
section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2019. 

 

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column.
 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

New
Atto, 120 East 39th Street (between Park & Lexington Avenue), 212-433-4393, 10% discount for lunch and
dinner.

Off the Beaten Palate Productions, 10% discount on promotional videos for websites and digital
platforms provided by award-winning producer Michael-Ann Rowe. Services can include, writing, production,
spokesperson and voice-overs, and restaurant consultations. Contact Michael-Ann at
michaelannrowe@gmail.com or 646-345-4412.

Removed
Mercury Bar, 493 Third Avenue. No longer doing business at this location.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts 
General Discounts 

 

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information about the
MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association! 

 

Information that may be of interest...October 7, 2019
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Read our Privacy Statement 

 

 

Murray Hill Photo Album
  

 Fall decorations in Murray Hill

Crosswalk on the newly repaved Park Avenue at 36th Street plus artistic expression. Artist unknown. If
anyone knows who the artist is, please contact nancysheran@gmail.com.

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast) 

October 8     9am-3pm 
Kick-Off Ceremony for FDNY Fire Prevention Week 
FREE and family-friendly. Fire prevention week is October 6-12. Join the FDNY at the kick-off ceremony. Get
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fire safety tips, learn about escapte plans, meet a firefighter, ask questions, take home lifesaving info.
fdnysmart.org. Hosted by Tishman Speyer. 
at 45 Rockefeller Plaza 
(between 50th & 51st Street, and between 5th & 6th Avenue)

October 11    7:30 pm (doors open at 7pm) 
Piano on Park presents Sam Boutris, clarinet with Hilda Huang,
piano 
FREE (with donation for musicians appreciated). Program: Ravel: Vocalise-étude en forme de Habanera,
Pierné: Canzonetta, Cahuzac: Cantilene, Verdi/Bassi: Concert Fantasia on “?Rigoletto?”, Schumann:
Fantasiestücke, Brahms: Sonata in Eb, Op. 120. Chairs are available to the first 20 people only. For those
who do not get a chair, pillows will be provided for sitting on the floor. First come first sit! Piano on Park offers
an intimate and refreshing way to experience live music. The house concert series was launched when
pianist Cyrus von Hochstetter opened his doors to host regular performances by musicians of all musical
styles and colors. RSVP https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sam-boutris-hilda-huang-clarinet-and-piano-duo-
tickets-74771655033?mc_cid=bedce2f581&mc_eid=18489ab589 
at a Murray Hill Venue (address will be given when you RSVP) 
Park Avenue at 34th Street

October 12   1-4pm 
Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza present Octoberfest! 
FREE and family-friendly. Bring the kids and enjoy pumpkin decorating, face painting and more. In
cooperation with the NYC Dept. of Parks and the Vanderbilt YMCA. For information call 212-826-8980.
www.hammarskjoldplaza.org. 
at Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
47th Street between 1st & 2nd Avenue

October 16    6:30 – 8pm 
Where the Journalism Jobs Will Be 
FREE. Adaptability and ingenuity are table stakes for any news organization navigating the challenges of
declining revenues, political turbulence, and consumer engagement. Hear from leading news innovators
about how publishers and platforms are revitalizing the industry and creating new opportunities for aspiring
journalists. Shawn Giangeruso, Director, Talent Recruitment and Development, CNN Worldwide; Siobhan
O'Connor, VP, Editorial, Medium; Holly Ojalvo, Talent Lab Editor, Quartz; Moderator: Kyle Pope, Editor in
Chief and Publisher, Columbia Journalism Review. Presented with the Mayor’s Office of Media and
Entertainment and SVA Theatre. Space is limited, RSVP 
at SVA Theatre 
333 West 23rd Street (between 8th and 9th Avenues) 
 

Open House New York October 19-20, and Factory Friday October
18 
FREE open houses in Murray Hill and surrounding neighborhoods. Reserve early if you want to attend an
event. They fill up quickly. For the full list visit https://ohny.org/weekend/plan-your-weekend/grid.

United Nations Headquarters 
1st Avenue at 45th Street 
Reservations Required: https://ohny.org/sites/unitednationsheadquarters 
Saturday, October 19   1 - 2pm, 2:15 - 3:15pm 
ACCESS NOTES: All visitors to the United Nations require government-issued photo identification. Please
arrive at the UN premises 30 minutes prior to your tour time in order to: 1) Register at the Visitors Check-in
Office (801 First Avenue, Corner of 45th Street), 2) Go through UN Security screening, and 3) Walk to the
Visitors Lobby to check-in for your tour.

The Morgan Library & Museum 
Madison Avenue at 36th Street 
Reservations Required: https://ohny.org/sites/morganlibraryandmuseum 
Saturday, October 19   9:30 - 10:15am 
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Sunday, October 20   10:30 - 11:15am 
ACCESS NOTES: Assistive listening devices, headsets, and neck loops are available for most programs at
the Morgan.

StitchLuxe/Feign (Factory Friday) 
Garment District, tour location shared in reservation confirmation. 
Reservations Required: https://ohny.org/sites/stitchluxefeign 
Friday, October 18    45 minute tours every hour on the half hour starting at 10:30am until 4:30pm. 
StitchLuxe is a luxury apparel development and production studio that works with designers and brands.
FEIGN is a luxury menswear brand that operates out of the same studio space. Visitors will get an inside look
at both StitchLuxe and FEIGN’s operations. ACCESS NOTES: There is a step at the main entrance to the
building which may be difficult for a wheelchair to get up. It is recommended that individuals with wheelchairs
use the freight elevator just east of the main entrance.

M&S Schmalberg Flowers 
Garment District, Tour location shared in reservation confirmation 
Friday, October 18   Tours on the hour   9am - 4pm 
Reservations required: https://ohny.org/sites/msschmalbergflowers 
M&S Schmalberg is the largest manufacturer of silk fabric flowers in the USA. A 4th generation family-owned
company founded in 1916, M&S’ flowers are handmade in the New York City factory and have
complemented the apparel, bridal, accessory, millinery and home furnishing industries for over 100 years.
Using the same delicate process since 1916, with some of the flower tools dating back to the turn of the
century. During OHNY Weekend’s Factory Friday, visitors will get a firsthand look at the operations of the
M&S craft.  

Scandinavia House 
58 Park Ave 
Reservations are not required 
Saturday, October 19 and Sunday, October 20   12 - 6pm

PBDW Architects 
49 W 37th St, 4th floor 
Reservations are not required 
Saturday, October 19   12 - 4pm, Architect-led tours every 30 minutes. 
Get an inside tour of PBDW Architects, the award-winning design firm responsible for the ongoing restoration
of the New-York Historical Society, Park Avenue Armory, and new designs for schools and community
centers in New York. The office tour will highlight current and ongoing projects, and offer insights into the
design process behind each project.

New York Embroidery Studio 
Garment District, Manhattan (address will be provided with reservation confirmation) 
Reservations Required: https://ohny.org/sites/newyorkembroiderystudio 
Friday, October 18  10:30am - 3pm 
Saturday, October 19 and Sunday, October 20  10am - 6pm 
New York Embroidery Studio (NYES) is a full service surface design studio and manufacturing facility with
more capabilities than any other factory of its kind in New York City. During OHNY Weekend’s Factory Friday,
visitors will get an inside look into NYES’ operations.

Modulightor 
246 E 58th St 
Reservations are not required 
Saturday, October 19 and Sunday, October 20  10am - 6pm 
The Modulightor Building (and its interiors) designed by Paul Rudolph, one of the 20th Century's most
creative and prolific master architects. Paul Rudolph's work is carried on today at Modulightor with the
fabrication of customized light fixtures-several of which were designed by Rudolph. Modulightor is also the
home of the Paul Rudolph Heritage Foundation. The Foundation is celebrating Paul Rudolph's 100th birthday
with a special exhibition, displaying fascinating models, unique architectural drawings, and artifacts from his
life and architectural career.

Estonian House 
243 E 34th St 
Saturday, October 19  10am to 4:30pm (tours at 11am and 1pm, tours last 45 minutes) 
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Sunday, October 20  12 to 4pm 
Reservations are not required 
Estonian House owned by the Estonian Educational Society is one of the oldest Estonian organizations in the
country. It is located in a Beaux Arts landmark building originally built as the home of the Civic Club and sold
to the Society in 1946. The building belongs to the National Registry of Historic Places. Tours give an
overview of the history of the Estonian Community in New York City and of the history of the building. The
location is not wheelchair accessible and does not have an elevator. No strollers allowed inside the building.

Grand Central Terminal 
Reservations Required: https://ohny.org/sites/grandcentralterminal 
Midtown, Manhattan (tour location shared with reservation confirmation) 
Saturday, October 19   Tours at 10am, 12pm, 2pm (tours are 1 hour) 
New York's famed Grand Central Station covers 48 acres and has 44 platforms, more than any other rail
station in the world. The distinctive Beaux-Arts architecture and interior design including the Main
Concourse's elliptical barrel-vaulted ceiling with its elaborate celestial mural have earned it several landmark
designations. For over 25 years, Beyer Blinder Belle has worked on a master plan and multi-phase
rehabilitation to return the storied facility to a state of good repair. During OHNY Weekend, Beyer Blinder
Belle and Metro North will discuss the award-winning restoration of Grand Central Terminal and the history,
process and challenges surrounding the preservation and revitalization of this New York City icon.

Javits Center Green Roof 
Saturday, October 19  10am - 11am 
11th Avenue North of 34th Street. Tour location shared in reservation confirmation 
Reservations required: https://ohny.org/sites/javitscentergreenroof 
Considered the busiest convention center in the United States, the iconic venue has transformed into an
environmental beacon with the installation of more than 6,000 bird friendly glass panels, a 6.75-acre green
roof and an energy conservation program that has reduced consumption by 26%. Today, the iconic venue is
home to 29 bird species, five bat species and five bee hives. The tour includes a visit to the 6.75-acre green
roof. ACCESS NOTES: Tour requires extensive walking.

Also of interest: 
Randel Map display of Historic Manhattan Maps 
Saturday, October 19  10am – 4pm 
1 Centre Street (North Entrance) 
NYC Borough Presidents are responsible for maintaining the official maps of their borough. As part of Open
House New York weekend, Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's office will display a massive map of
Manhattan executed by John Randel in 1820. This map is the first that plotted the 1811 “Commissioner’s
Plan” which established the Manhattan street grid from Houston Street to 155th Street. The Borough
President's office is the sole repository for these 92 individually hand-drawn and hand-colored panels which
will be assembled into a room-size display, roughly 16 feet by 60 feet, so that map geeks and
Manhattanphiles can examine every part. In addition, Manhattan residents who live in each map’s quadrant
will be able to register for a drawing for a digital print of the map! 
Source: Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's email of 10/2/19, October 2019 Update 

Kudos! 

Kudos to Susan Harris-Demmet, whose paintings will be featured in an exhibition Soul Speaking at Gallery35
located at 30 East 35th Street. This is a joint show with Ingrid Sletton. Soul Speaking explores the workings
of the “all knowing unconscious mind.” Each artist uses different visuals to portray what the soul
communicates. The opening reception will be on October 26 from 6-8pm. There will also be an Artists’ Talk
on November 3 at 1pm. The closing reception will be on November 23 from 6-8pm. Susan holds a bachelor’s
degree of fine art from NYU. Her most recent exhibit was the 'Blue' show at Gallery 35. She is a MHNA
trustee and Vice President, and co-chairs the MHNA's Preservation & Design Committee.

Photo: Environment 2019 by Susan Harris-Demmet.
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If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please email nancysheran@gmail.com.

Floating Billboards in the East River are Illegal 
Source: Community Board 6 email of 10/1/19 
In August, the Governor signed legislation banning floating billboards in New York's waters. Floating
billboards in the East River has been a concern for New York City East Siders. As the City and State figure
out how best to enforce this new law, you can report any floating billboards you see to your local police
precinct: the 13th Precinct (between 14th and 30th Street) 212-477-7411 or the 17th Precinct (between 30th
and 59th Street) 212-826-3211 and to CB6 email help@cbsix.org. CB6 will follow up with the local authorities
to make sure these incidents are documented and addressed.

State Senator Liz Krueger's Survey 
Source: Senator Krueger's Community Bulletin - October 2019 
And if you haven’t already, I hope you will take a few minutes to fill out my Constituent Survey and share your
thoughts about how my office can best serve you, both in Albany and in the district. The survey can be found
here: https://www.nysenate.gov/questionnaires/liz-krueger/sen-kruegers-2019-constituent-survey. I look
forward to hearing from you! 
 

Census and the City 
Source: Councilwoman Carlina Rivera email of 10/1/19 
Councilwoman Carlina Rivera joined her Census Task Force Co-Chair Carlos Menchaca, City Census
Director Julie Menin, and The City University of New York (CUNY) to announce an unprecedented $19 million
investment in local community-based organizations to engage in mass education and mobilization efforts
around the 2020 Census...If you work for an organization interested in applying for funding from the
program visit https://www2.cuny.edu/academics/current-initiatives/cuny-census 
The goal of the program is to ensure full participation in the 2020 Census by supporting a large network of
local community-based organizations that are the most trusted messengers of important or sensitive
information within New York City’s many diverse communities. The 2020 Census is so important because it
will determine how more than $650 billion in federal funds for public education, public housing, roads and
bridges, and more, are distributed, as well as the number of seats each state is allocated in the House of
Representatives.

Business News  

Have an Address Change for Your Business? Here’s Who You Need
to Inform. 
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September 13, 2019, sba.gov, by Marco Carbajo 
Whether you moved to a new physical location to expand the business or simply set up a new virtual office
address to receive mail; notifying key agencies and listings can prevent major challenges due to an address
change...One of those things includes updating your business address with agencies, listings, documents,
and accounts...Internal Revenue Service...Secretary of State for Your State...City and County...Financial
Accounts...Business Credit Accounts...Business Credit Reporting Agencies...Websites & Directory
Listings...Social Media... 

 

Changes in the neighborhood

New! Kips Bay Greenmarket
Source: Community Board 6 email of 10/1/19 
2nd Avenue between 27th & 28th Street 
Open Thursdays 8am - 5pm until November 21

Lawn Season Ends Sunday at Bryant Park
Source: MidCityNews email, No. 1243, October 2, 2019
It’s transition time at Bryant Park, and the biggest change, of course, is the installation of Bank of America
Winter Village. On Sunday night...crews will begin removing the Lawn in order to make room for Winter
Village.

Deerfield to build $635M biotech hub on Park Avenue South
September 26, 2019, crainsnewyork.com, by Jonathan Lamantia
Deerfield Management Co. will spend $635 million to buy and convert a Park Avenue South building into lab
space and offices for budding life sciences companies. The Manhattan investment firm purchased 345 Park
Ave. South for $345 million earlier this month and will spend about $290 million on renovations at the
building, which was previously home to advertising agency Digitas. It is expected to open the office in early
2021. Deerfield is interested in making the building a place where university researchers with promising
discoveries can come to develop their companies near the investment firm, said James Flynn, managing
partner at Deerfield. It has collaborated with researchers from Columbia, Cornell and Rockefeller universities
as well as Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and out-of-town institutions such as Harvard, Vanderbilt
and Johns Hopkins. Chicago-based Matter will run a health technology incubator on the site, connecting life
sciences companies, researchers and investors from the two cities.

685 Fifth Avenue’s Mandarin Oriental Conversion And Expansion
Now Underway, In Midtown 
September 24, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
Work is underway to prepare 685 Fifth Avenue for a 100,000-square-foot office-to-condominium
conversion...The 20-story building will eventually be a 30-story building, with ten additional floors to be built
atop the current roof parapet. The residential component will comprise 69 condos, to be managed by
Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group. SHVO is the property developer and has partnered with BLG Holdings and
Deutsche Financial to spend $135 million on the expansion and conversion of the property, which will stand
350 feet tall and rise 30 stories when complete. Marin was the architect of record and the design architect,
with March & White handling the interior design. Brookfield Properties is in charge of marketing the Fifth
Avenue retail space. The Midtown site is located at the southern corner of Fifth Avenue and East 54th Street.
The nearly 90-year-old structure currently contains Coach, Stuart Weitzman, and Tag Heuer stores on its
lower levels. They should likely stay open during the entire upper transformation and construction
process...In addition to the condominiums, there will be four duplexes. Units will begin from the sixth floor,
and a lounge and rooftop pool will sit on the 25th floor. Completion of 685 Fifth Avenue’s conversion is
expected by sometime in 2021. Photo: Looking up the northern corner of 685 Fifth Avenue, by Michael
Young.
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20-Story Hotel At 10 East 30th Street
Nearing Completion In NoMad 
September 24, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
Construction crews are putting the final exterior touches on 10 East
30th Street, a new 20-story hotel located in NoMad between Madison
Avenue and Fifth Avenue...A completion date for 10 East 30th Street
has not been disclosed, but it should be finished soon. Photo: The
main northern elevation, by Michael Young. 

 

Murray Hill in the news

Two More Bird Species Spotted at Bryant Park 
October 2, 2019, bryantpark.org, blog 
There’s big news for bird watchers at Bryant Park. On September 19, a local birder visiting the park spotted a
common raven soaring overhead. Then, just this Monday, the group participating in our Fall Birding Tours
spotted a black-billed cuckoo. These two sightings bring the total number of distinct avian species seen in the
park to 131...Curbed New York recently rated us as number four on its list of Best bird-watching spots in New
York City. Fall Birding Tours, conducted by Gabriel Willow of New York City Audubon, continue through
October 17. [Bryant Park] offer[s] two tours each week: 8am-9am on Mondays and 5pm-6pm on Thursdays.
Tours begin at Heiskell Plaza at 42nd Street and 6th Avenue and are free and open to all.

Blade helicopter-sharing app to speed transplant organs 
October 1, 2019, nypost.com, by Richard Morgan 
Blade has begun deploying helicopters in the Big Apple to quickly transport human organs for emergency
transplants. The helicopter-sharing app — better known for flying summer beachgoers from New York City to
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the Hamptons — has teamed up with NYU Langone Health to give doctors faster access to vital
organs...Branded Blade MediMobility, the new service made its first organ delivery on Aug. 28 and has since
transported 25 transplant organs, according to Blade Chief Executive Rob Wiesenthal. He said he plans to
extend the service to other hospitals in the area. 

Update: Upcoming Impeachment Town Hall & Fighting for Public
Housing 
Source: Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney's email of October 4, 2019 
Standing Up For Public Housing: Public housing in New York, and across the country, is in crisis. There is
not nearly enough public housing available for everyone who needs it, and the public housing we do have is
horribly under-funded with conditions that pose significant health hazards to residents. On Wednesday, I
joined Rep. Nydia Velázquez, elected officials, advocates and public housing tenants to voice my support for
the Public Housing Emergency Response Act...I’m proud to be an original cosponsor of this critical legislation
which would provide the $70 billion necessary to pay for the entire capital backlog for every public housing
authority in the country...On Thursday, October 10, I am hosting a town hall on impeachment with special
guest former Congresswoman Elizabeth Holtzman. We’ll be discussing what impeachment means, next
steps, and Rep. Holtzman’s experience during the Nixon impeachment. I hope you can join us at 6:30pm at
the Bushwick Inlet Park Community Room. Rep. Maloney's Manhattan District Office Telephone: 212-860-
0606. More information on the event here https://www.facebook.com/events/409036733139675 October 10
6:30 - 8pm, Town Hall: Impeachment 101, Bushwick Inlet Park Community Room (Brooklyn).  

Volunteer Opportunity - It's My Park! Day 
Source: Community Board 6 email of 10/1/19 
2nd Avenue Street Trees: Saturday, October 12 from 10am to 1pm, volunteer with the Kips
Bay Neighborhood Association to weed, loosen dirt, and mulch the tree beds along 2nd Avenue from East
23rd to East 33rd Street. Volunteers will meet at 2nd Avenue and East 30th Street in front of Sherwin
Williams. For more information, email ashley.kuenneke@parks.nyc.gov. 
Bellevue South Park: Saturday, October 19 from 10am - 1pm, located at East 26th Street to
East 28th Street at 2nd Avenue. Volunteer with KBK9 Friends of Bellevue South Park to plant bulbs, clean up
the park, and mulch the dog run at Bellevue South Park. Volunteers will meet at the center plaza (27th Street
between 2nd Avenue and Mt Carmel Place). For more information, email ashley.kuenneke@parks.nyc.gov. 
Dag Hammarskjold Plaza: Saturday, October 19 from 10am - 2pm, located at East 47th
Street between 1st and 2nd Avenue. Volunteer with Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza to plant bulbs and
spruce up Dag Hammarskjold Plaza. Volunteers will meet near the entrance to Katharine Hepburn Garden
and park cafe. For more information, email annehersh57@gmail.com. 
Vincent F. Albano Jr. Playground: Saturday, October 19 from 10am - 2pm. Volunteer
with Friends of Albano Park to paint, plant bulbs, weed, and clean up plant beds at Vincent F. Albano Jr.
Playground. Volunteers will meet inside the park located at the corner of 29th Street and 2nd Avenue. For
more information, email ashley.kuenneke@parks.nyc.gov. 
Glick Park: Saturday, October 26 from 9am to 1pm. Glick Park is located at FDR Drive between East
36th Street and East 38th Street. Volunteers will meet at the Glick Park entrance on the East River
Esplanade. Volunteer with the Alliance for Kips Bay to plant bulbs and clean up in the newly reopened Glick
Park. For more information, email ashley.kuenneke@parks.nyc.gov. 
 

Resiliency & sustainability
Public Comment Period for the Final Environmental Impact
Statement for the East Side Coastal Resiliency Project ends on
October 15 
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Source: Community Board 6 email of 10/1/19 
The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Final Floodplain or Wetland Notice for the East Side
Coastal Resiliency Project is available for comment. To comment on the FEIS, please email CDBGDR-
Enviro@omb.nyc.gov. The FEIS comment period ends October 15, 2019 at 5pm. Electronic copies of the
FEIS are available for public review on the following websites: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/
escr/progress/environmental-review.page and https://www.nycgovparks.org/planning-and-building/
planning/neighborhood-development/east-side-coastal-resiliency.  Paper copies of the FEIS will also be
available for review at the following locations during regular business hours: 
Mayor's Office of Management and Budget, 255 Greenwich Street, 8th Floor, New York, NY 10007 
NYC Department of Parks & Recreation, The Arsenal, Central Park, 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 401, New York,
NY 10065 
New York Public Library - Seward Park Branch, 192 East Broadway, New York, NY 10002 
New York Public Library - Epiphany Branch, 228 East 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010 
For more information about the East Side Coastal Resiliency Project visit http://cbsix.org/coastal-resiliency/ 

Related article: East Side Flood Protection Plan Gets Go-Ahead From
City Planning 
September 23, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
A $1.45 billion project that will bury East River Park to protect Manhattan's east side from the effects of
climate change won approval from the City Planning Commission on Monday...[The plan] met continued
opposition from locals angry that it will close East River Park for about three-and-a-half years while
construction buries and rebuilds the park about eight feet higher...Commissioner Michelle de la Uz abstained,
saying she hopes the outstanding neighborhood concerns are addressed at City Council in the next steps of
the review process, known as the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure [ULURP]. Commissioners cited the
potential harm from climate change in approving the plan despite locals' criticisms that the design requires
demolishing the East River Park's ballfields, open space, esplanade, barbecue areas and hundreds of
trees...The project — dubbed East Side Coastal Resiliency — is currently undergoing a third-party review by
a Dutch consultant hired by Borough President Gale Brewer and Councilmember Carlina Rivera. The report
is expected to be completed sometime this week, Brewer's office said Monday. Then, the project will be
heard at a City Council hearing.

Related article: Climate Change Of Plans: City Will Not Completely
Close East River Park For 3 Years To Make It More Resilient 
October 2, 2019, gothamist.com, by Christopher Robbins 
“The community spoke and we listened,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said in a statement that went out shortly after 1
p.m. “Nearly half of East River Park will remain open throughout construction – without compromising
essential flood protections for 110,000 New Yorkers." According to City Hall, the plan is the same plan—flood
protections will be complete by 2023, and the park will be raised eight feet—only it will be completed in two
phases. While some resiliency work will begin in the spring of 2020, the entirety of the park will be open until
the fall and the beginning of phase one of the construction...The full details of the phasing plan will be
presented to the City Council zoning subcommittee on Thursday morning. The plan still needs City Council
approval, before it moves to the mayor's desk.

East Side Coastal Resiliency project moves forward, but concerns
linger 
October 4, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Caroline Spivack 
[M]istrust in government became dominant themes in a conversation that should have been focused on
access to open space and flood protection for our families,” Councilmember Carlina Rivera, who represents a
portion of the impacted area, said at Thursday’s hearing...Unresolved issues linger for lawmakers, including
strengthening the city’s commitments to ensure that any mitigation plan will protect residents from hazardous
materials and air quality concerns...A comprehensive plan for interim flood measures must also be
developed, officials say, to protect the area from a major storm should one strike before resiliency measures
are complete. Those are expected to come online by 2023, with the whole project slated for completion by
2025...Brewer testified, noting her skepticism of the final Environmental Impact Statement’s assertion that the
project isn’t likely to have a major impact on the area’s natural resources when it will uproot nearly 1,000
trees, replace the existing park with fill, and raise it some eight feet.NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell Silver
noted that many of the park’s trees will likely need to be replaced anyway due to their lack of saltwater
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tolerance and that more than 1,800 new trees across 50 species will be planted above the flood plane for a
net increase of 750 trees, including native species that are salt tolerant...A group of state lawmakers made up
of State Senator Brian Kavanagh, State Senator Brad Hoylman, Assemblymember Yuh-Line Niou, and
Assemblymember Harvey Epstein echoed concerns raised by city officials and also worry that the city will be
vulnerable to lawsuits without seeking parkland alienation legislation for the project.

Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) 
Source: Senator Krueger's Community Bulletin - October 2019 
One of the most important pieces of legislation passed this year was the Climate Leadership and Community
Protection Act (CLCPA). This legislation establishes efforts to address and mitigate the effects of climate
change by drastically cutting greenhouse gases, diverting the state’s energy reliance to renewable sources,
creating green jobs, and promoting environmental justice across New York State. The CLCPA sets a goal of
net-zero emissions economy-wide by 2050, while ensuring that frontline communities and the needs of
workers remain front and center. In the nearer term it requires zero emissions for electricity generation by
2040. It also reorients New York’s economy, ensuring that New York businesses and workers will be at the
forefront of new clean energy industries...The legislation calls for the establishment of a Climate Action
Council, which is tasked with studying how best to reach the goal of carbon neutrality, and issuing final
guidelines by 2023, which will then be incorporated into the state energy plan and broader regulations.

At CarbonPositive ’19, Architects Single Out a Culprit: Big
Buildings 
October 2, 2019, metropolismag.com, by Martin Pedersen 
Are big buildings the enemy?...Environmentally speaking, big buildings...we might single out business-district
office towers—are a big problem. According to Edward Mazria, the organizer of the event and its chief
cheerleader, all the steel, concrete, and aluminum that go into constructing big buildings (and related
infrastructure) account for almost half of the embodied carbon emissions in the built environment. What does
that mean in practical terms? There are two ways of measuring emissions in buildings: operational carbon
(the emissions produced to run buildings) and embodied carbon (those produced to construct them)...Thanks
to programs like LEED and the Living Building Challenge, the building sector has in the past 14 years
become more energy efficient...A flatline performance for energy consumption constitutes real progress, but
doesn’t even begin to get us to our goal of a carbon-free built environment...The embodied carbon emissions
story is more complicated...the embodied carbon emissions problem baked into the tower’s concrete slabs
and steel structure...Most manufacturers haven’t really begun the hard work of measuring the embodied
carbon emissions of their products. 

Traffic and transportation

Bus Lane Enforcement Cameras coming to M15-SBS 
Source: Community Board 6 email of 10/1/19 
Beginning on October 7th, the MTA and NYC Department of Transportation will start using automated
mobile camera systems on buses to capture real-time bus lane violations. This is part of a citywide effort to
increase bus speeds and keep traffic moving on congested streets.The first of the bus routes to adopt the
Automated Bus Lane Enforcement (ABLE) system is the M15-SBS (along 1st and 2nd Avenues). CB6 has
advocated for a variety of measures to improve bus speeds and reduce congestion on streets. We applaud
the MTA and DOT for this partnership and new initiative. Read the MTA press release on this initiative.

Manhattan’s 14th Street car ban begins next week [October 3] 
September 27, 2019, nypost.com, by David Meyer 
Hours after a five-judge panel from the Manhattan Supreme Court’s Appellate Division ruled 3-2 against West
Village lawyer Arthur Schwartz’s bid to stall the city’s “busway” project, transit officials announced that the car
ban would start on Thursday. The plan will restrict traffic to buses and trucks on 14th Street between Third
and Ninth avenues, but still allow delivery and local residents’ vehicles on the stretch...Once instituted, the
car ban — billed as an 18-month pilot — will be in effect seven days a week from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Bus lane
paint and signage for the project has been in place since this summer. 
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42nd Street Shuttle Project Update 
Source: Grand Central Partnership email of October 3, 2019, news@gcp 
The MTA is nearing completion of the first phase of its 42nd Street Shuttle Project and plans to start the
second phase on Sunday, October 6th. The shuttle will continue running during construction. The changes for
MTA customers to be aware of are: Starting on October 6, the tracks in service will change - Tracks 3 and 4
will be in service, Tracks 1 and 2 will be out of service. Shuttle capacity will remain the same. Starting on
October 19, The street to mezzanine stairway entrance in Times Square at Broadway between 42nd and
43rd Street will be closed to the public and replaced with a bigger entry point to the Shuttle area once the
project is complete. The MTA will update station signage and have way-finders and station staff directing
customers. As an alternative, customers should consider using the 7 train, especially during busy times.

MTA Board Approves Historic $51.5 Billion Capital Plan 
September 25, 2019, MTA Press Release 
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Board today unanimously approved a proposed 2020-2024
Capital Program that invests $51.5 billion into the region’s subways, buses and railroads over the next five
years to institutionalize and build on the progress of the Subway Action Plan and create a faster, more
accessible, and more reliable public transportation system. The proposed level of investment is the highest in
the MTA’s history, increasing spending on infrastructure by 70% over current levels, which were already the
highest ever. The program plans to invest more than $40 billion in New York City Transit’s subways and
buses alone – including crucial signal upgrades – as well as major investments in the Metro-North Railroad
and Long Island Rail Road. Details of the projects included the proposed capital program are available at
https://new.mta.info/2020CapitalProgram. Paying for the Plan. The single largest source of funds for the
plan – $25 billion – comes from bonds backed by new revenue streams authorized in this year’s State
budget, including $15 billion from central business district tolling that was passed by the legislature and
signed into law in April by Governor Cuomo as part of the State’s FY 2020 budget. The MTA anticipates
receiving $10.68 billion from federal funding programs. Another $10 billion will come from bonds backed by
newly established revenue sources dedicated to public transportation: a progressive tax on high-end real
estate sales and the elimination of the internet tax advantage. The State of New York under Governor Cuomo
has pledged $3 billion, subject to approval by the legislature, and the City of New York under Mayor Bill de
Blasio has been asked to pledge an equal amount. The remaining $9.8 billion will come from the MTA in the
form of pay-as-you-go capital contributions and bonds backed by longstanding dedicated taxes, fares and
revenues from existing tolling. 

City Quietly Confirms Hefty Ferry Subsidy Mostly Benefits White
Riders In Expensive Neighborhoods 
October 1, 2019, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz 
Riders of Mayor Bill de Blasio's subsidy-soaked ferry system are significantly richer and whiter than their
mass transit counterparts, according to new data reluctantly released by the city...The data also shows that
most riders live near the waterfront, where rents tend to be higher...Ferry skeptics, meanwhile, are quick to
point out that the boats serve fewer people in a year than the subway does in a single day. Citi Bike, which
does not receive any subsidy, moved nearly four times more people than NYC Ferry between May 2017 and
June 2019... 
NYC Ferry 2019 Summer Survey: https://images.ferry.nyc/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/01145102/NYC-Ferry-
Summer-2019-Survey-Results.pdf 
[Editor's note: Having a ferry near the new waterfront luxury housing makes the housing more valuable.]

Can new signal tech get New York MTA trains to run on time? 
September 25, 2019, smartcitiesdive.com, by Jason Plautz 
The New York Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) has announced a new effort to explore
modernizing the subway's out-of-date signal system. The MTA will hold a bidding conference to solicit
proposals with the Transit Innovation Partnership (TIP), a public-private partnership focused on New York
transit.

Vision Zero ‘Right of Way’ law is constitutional, appeals court rules 
September 24, 2019, nypost.com, by Andrew Denney 
A controversial law enacted as part of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s “Vision Zero” plan — which allows motorists who
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kill or injure cyclists and pedestrians to be slapped with criminal penalties — is constitutional, an appeals
court in Manhattan has found.

Public transportation is the future for ride-hail giants 
Source: First Read Tech email 9/27/19, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough 
Ride-hail apps like Uber and Lyft have had a bad run recently...But as they attempt to weather those
setbacks...the two companies are simultaneously working to expand their business into public transportation.
Lyft already operates Citi Bike, New York’s bike share, and Uber owns JUMP, the e-bike company testing its
dockless bikes in a New York City Department of Transportation-led pilot. Now, both companies are
expanding their apps to include public transit information and directions...As The Verge notes in an interview
with Uber CEO Dara Khosrowshahi, however, offering ride-hail, meal delivery, and public transit information
all in one app is not just about a more streamlined user experience, but collecting user data...Lyft and Uber
aren’t alone in moving beyond the basic ride-hail model on which they were founded. Last month, Via
announced a licensing partnership with the New York City Department of Education to provide its technology
to the city’s school bus system that will allow for GPS tracking and real-time updates to parents.

UPDATE 1-Regulator approves NYC area airport tax, favoring taxis
over ride-hails 
September 26, 2019, uk.reuters.com, by Tina Bellon 
NEW YORK, Sept 26 (Reuters) - Passengers commuting to or from Newark Liberty, LaGuardia and John F.
Kennedy airports by taxi or ride-hail service will have to pay additional fees beginning in October 2020, the
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey said on Thursday.

Ocasio-Cortez Calls for Bailout for Taxi Drivers 
September 27, 2019, nytimes.com, by Brian M. Rosenthal 
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez is calling for a government bailout for New York taxi drivers...Two
other Democrats from New York, Representatives Nydia Velázquez and Carolyn B. Maloney, also decried the
loans in the meeting, the first congressional hearing to address the driver debt crisis since it was revealed by
a New York Times series...Federal prosecutors in Manhattan and the New York State attorney general’s
office are investigating the lending practices, and the city is taking steps to hold the industry leaders
accountable. Those leaders have denied wrongdoing...Lawmakers have also drafted new rules to help
prevent abusive practices and created a task force to discuss the taxi crisis. But a schism has emerged
among some city officials over a government bailout of drivers. Some say the city bears partial responsibility
for the crisis because regulators encouraged the buying frenzy. Others, including Mayor Bill de Blasio, say a
bailout would be too expensive...At the hearing on Thursday, Ms. Maloney called for the federal agencies that
now hold some of the loans to stop foreclosing on borrowers.

 

Affordability  

What if You Could Rent an Apartment Without a Security Deposit? 
October 2, 2019, nytimes.com, by Luis Ferré-Sadurní 
Start-ups are disrupting the practice of shelling out thousands of dollars to rent a home. Rhino, which started
in late 2017, has helped pioneer an insurance option: Tenants pay a nonrefundable monthly fee (about $13
for a $3,000-a-month apartment) instead of a deposit, and Rhino insures the apartment, paying the landlord
for any damages.

Call for City to Take Aggressive Steps on Affordable
Homeownership
September 27, 2019, citylimits.org, by Jarrett Murphy 
Rising taxes and repair costs are squeezing many homeowners, especially seniors. Investors are injecting
more cash into an overheated small-homes market, pricing out even middle-class families...And as
gentrification transforms neighborhoods, few financial benefits trickle down to working-class renters. In a
blueprint released Friday, the Center for New York City Neighborhoods prods the city, state and federal
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governments to develop policies aimed at “a future where homeownership is a truly viable choice for working
New Yorkers”... 
Ariel Aufgang, an architect active in affordable-housing development, believes the value attached to
homeownership is an anachronism from post-war America, when it was believed that property values would
rise inexorably, representing a no-brainer investment for families that tended to stay in one place. The
modern reality of a more volatile market and a more mobile population make for a potential problem, Aufgang
says...But — if it’s actually “affordable” — homeownership does convey substantial benefits, some of which
go to the heart of major policy debates in the city...For better or worse, coop and condo conversions will now
be harder in New York. With no fanfare, the landmark rent-regulation law passed in Albany last June also
raised the threshold for coop and condo conversions: Instead of needing approval from 15 percent of tenants,
51 percent will need to sign off to go ahead with an application to convert. The idea was to stop landlords
from using coop conversions as a new way to exit the rent-stabilization system... 
Affordable housing programs have to contend with scarcity—of land and of money—and the inevitable
questions about fairness that scarcity creates. It’s one thing to use government resources to create an
affordable rental apartment that will carry income restrictions for 30 years or longer, which over time could
help multiple families afford to live in the city. It’s another to apply those same resources to create a private
home whose owner, just because he won a housing lottery, could someday sell and recoup a potential
windfall...Restrict resale values to ensure long-term affordability, and you reduce the amount of wealth a
participating homeowner can build. Allow unfettered resales so owners can fully cash in, and affordability
ends after the first owner... 
The housing policy landscape is changing, however, in ways that emphasize a more sustainable kind of
wealth-building. Much of the hope for new affordable homeownership rests on community land trusts, or
CLTs...CLTs maintain permanent income restrictions and cooperative control. The Interboro CLT, for instance,
is aiming to create cooperative homeownership opportunities for low- and moderate-income homeowners
who’d be allowed to sell, but with restrictions on the resale value. It’s a different model of homeownership,
one founded on the likelihood of modest capital gains instead of the possibility of sudden riches... 
Statistics indicate that homeownership and urban life are growing increasingly incompatible: According to
Rent Cafe, the number of U.S. cities where renters outnumber owners has swelled from 20 in 2006 to 42 in
2016. That reflects a broader set of housing worries that has forced the issue into the 2020 presidential
campaign. 

Taxes
Manhattan judge upholds state and local tax cap imposed by
President Trump’s tax cuts 
September 30, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Stephen Rex Brown 
President Trump can impose a controversial cap on deductions for state and local taxes, a judge ruled
Monday, while acknowledging the policy impacting liberal states like New York was “unprecedented.”
Manhattan Judge Paul Oetken wrote that the cap on State and Local Taxes deductions, known as SALT, was
within the federal government’s broad taxation powers...Prior to Trump’s tax cuts in 2017, taxpayers could
deduct from their federally taxable income all state and local property taxes. After the tax code overhaul
passed by Republicans, single or jointly filing married taxpayers could not deduct more than $10,000...Gov.
Cuomo...said in a statement the state was considering an appeal...New York is already the largest ‘donor
state’ in the nation - paying the federal government $36 billion more than we get back every year. The SALT
cap takes this gross imbalance and supercharges it, costing New Yorkers another $15 billion each year,”
Cuomo said. 

Zoning, preservation & landmarks

Subway accessibility upgrades should be funded through
expanded zoning measures: lawmakers 
September 27, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Caroline Spivack 
City lawmakers want the de Blasio administration to expand zoning requirements and incentives so the MTA
can more easily partner with private developers on making subway stations accessible. The City Council
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issued a 24-page report Friday recommending ways the Department of City Planning (DCP) could help the
cash-strapped MTA pick up the pace to make its 493 subway and Staten Island Railway stations comply with
federal accessibility laws...lawmakers’ suggest that the city extend easement requirements throughout the
system, expand and expedite the special permit process that grants developers a building bonus for subway
improvements and widen eligibility to sites that are not station-adjacent, and ensure strict standards and
penalties are in place for private property owners to maintain the transit improvements they install. The
lawmakers say they are also exploring legislation to increase enforcement for landlords who fail to maintain
those spaces...As zoning proposals are refined, lawmakers plan to convene “roundtable discussions” on how
best to approach the effort with disability and transit advocates, developers, and technical experts. 

WeWork C.E.O. Adam Neumann Steps
Down Under Pressure 
September 24, 2019, nytimes.com, by David Gelles, Michael J. de la
Merced, Peter Eavis and Andrew Ross Sorkin 
Adam Neumann turned WeWork into one of the most valuable start-
ups in the world largely through the force of his outsize personality. He
persuaded investors to give him billions of dollars and employees to
believe that the shared-office company was changing the world. That
same mix of ambition and idealism forced Mr. Neumann to step down
as chief executive after a lengthy board meeting on Tuesday. He was
under pressure from directors and investors after he led a botched
attempt to take the closely watched company public...Last week, the
company decided to delay its offering after bankers and investors
signaled that the company might be worth just $15 billion...Mr.

Neumann will be nonexecutive chairman of WeWork’s parent, the We Company. WeWork named two current
executives, Sebastian Gunningham and Artie Minson, co-chief executives...One of investors’ biggest
concerns has been that Mr. Neumann exercised too much control over the company through special voting
shares. He will now lose much of his power over the company...WeWork is now considering slowing down
that growth sharply. It could lay off as many as 5,000 employees, according to one person briefed on the
matter. We employed more than 12,500 employees as of June 30, according to its regulatory filings...Uber
and WeWork have something else in common: Their growth was fueled in part by money from SoftBank. The
Japanese company has plowed billions of dollars into WeWork and other start-ups. Photo courtesy of the
NYC Landmark Preservation Commission website. 
[Editor's note: This may have an impact on plans to move We headquarters to the landmark Lord & Taylor
building on 5th Avenue.] 
 

Schools 

Construction project at the Mary Lindley Murray School (M116) in
the school’s playground 
Source: September 24, 2019, Dear Parents letter from the NYC Department of Education School
Construction Authority 
The New York City School Construction Authority (SCA) wishes to advise you that a construction project will
soon begin at the Mary Lindley Murray School in the school’s playground. The project will be a repair of vault
bulging walls located next to the school building in the playground. At this time, protective measures will be
installed around the schoolyard and construction will begin. The project will have a level of noise, as there will
be breaking up of the asphalt and excavation of the soil under the asphalt as well as compaction of the
subsurface when we install the new asphalt. There will be some asbestos abatement done on the site. The
workers who are in actual contact with the asbestos will be wearing protective suits and respirators...The
consultant will also monitor the air in the immediate area to insure that the removal is taking place
properly...The contractual time line for this project began in May and the bulk of the work will be done by
March 2020. During the school year, regular project work will start after school hours. If you have any
questions or need further information, please call Steven Tuozzolo at 718-752-5226.
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NYC School Applications Open: What You Need To Know 
October 4, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar 
Students getting ready to enter middle or high school can apply to as many as 12 programs until Dec. 2.
Here's what you need to know.

Related information: How to enroll your child in a NYC Public
School  
EarlyLearn NYC: EarlyLearn NYC is free or low-cost child care and education provided through the
Administration for Children's Services for children from six weeks to four years old. If you qualify, your child
can begin a program any time during the year.  
3-K: Apply to free, full-day 3-K programs the year your child turns three. In-district families have priority to
attend 3-K in their district, but all NYC families are welcome to apply.  
Pre-K: Apply to pre-K programs the year your child turns four, even if they are already a 3-K student. All
four-year-old NYC residents who apply are guaranteed a pre-K offer.  
Kindergarten: Your child will start kindergarten in the calendar year they turn five. Apply even if your child
is a current pre-K student. You can enroll your child in elementary school anytime during the year at your
zoned school. If you don’t have a zoned school or need support, visit a Family Welcome Center.  
Gifted and Talented: Gifted & Talented (G&T) programs are one way that New York City meets the needs
of exceptional students. Schedule your child’s G&T test in the fall before they enter kindergarten, first grade,
second grade, or third grade. Students with qualifying scores on the test can then apply to G&T programs in
the spring.  
Middle School: Apply to middle school during the fall of your child’s fifth grade year (or sixth grade year for
students in K-6 schools). You can enroll your child in middle school anytime during the year at your zoned
school. If you don’t have a zoned school or need support, visit a Family Welcome Center.  
High School: Apply to high school during the fall of your child's eighth or (first-time) ninth grade year. In the
spring, they will get a high school offer, as well as information about any programs where they've been
waitlisted. Students can enroll in high school anytime during the year at a Family Welcome Center.  
Specialized High Schools: Watch the animation to learn how students get offers to screened high schools
and the specialized high schools. Screened schools make offers based on students' academic records, test
scores, and/or other factors like auditions, interviews, or portfolios. 
NYC families can use MySchools to apply to public schools from 3-K to high school. Get started by creating
an account. Then explore your children’s personalized school options and get guidance on the admissions
process from start to finish.

(opinion) De Blasio’s makeup test: The mayor’s right call on leaving
alone the specialized high schools’ admissions exam 
September 27, 2019, nydailynews.com, Daily News Editorial Staff

Carranza wants to assess NYC students 4 times a year, but critics
decry overtesting 
September 27, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Alex Zimmerman 
Students in grades 3-8 already take standardized state tests every year to measure their proficiency in
reading and math, but the results are released well after the school year is over, meaning educators don’t
learn their students strengths and weaknesses until they’ve already moved on...“The irony was not lost on me
that at my hearing on a hyper-testing culture in our school system, the education department drops this
announcement of a new assessment,” said Mark Treyger, chairman of City Council’s education committee. “I
offered a low-cost solution” to evaluating student progress, Treyger added, “it’s called a cell phone or an
email and you can contact an educator and simply ask them. That does not require millions of dollars or a
fancy rollout.”...Lynette Guastaferro, executive director of the nonprofit Teaching Matters, said rolling out
more regular “low-stakes” tests could be beneficial, especially in early grades when reading instruction is
crucial to later academic success. “The system currently has no way of really knowing who is on track for
reading failure until third grade,” said Guastaferro, whose organization has partnered with dozens of schools
in the Bronx to help improve reading instruction.
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City, labor leaders announce deal to close pay gaps for NYC pre-K
teachers in Head Start programs 
October 3, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Christina Veiga 
Hundreds of New York City pre-K teachers who work in Head Start programs could receive a significant pay
boost under a proposed labor agreement announced Thursday. The deal with District Council 37’s Local 95
marks the second recent labor agreement aiming to close the salary gap between teachers at publicly funded
but independently run preschool programs, and those who work in public schools...The agreement is
expected to cost the city $7 million through 2023...The proposed contract comes on the heels of an
agreement with Local 205, which represents teachers in preschool programs that are run by community
organizations...But most pre-K teachers still won’t see pay gains, since the majority of those working in
publicly funded programs do not belong to a union.

New York City to create 40 new and restructured schools with $16M
from XQ and Robin Hood 
October 3, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Amy Zimmer, Alex Zimmerman, Christina Veiga, Reema Amin 
Mayor Bill de Blasio has teamed up with Laurene Powell Jobs, the widow of Steve Jobs, and the Robin Hood
foundation, to create 20 new schools and restructure 20 existing public schools...Half of these winners will be
high schools without selective admissions; the others will be a mix of elementary and middle schools.
Applications are due Nov. 6...Selected teams will advance to additional rounds this winter and spring, with the
first round of the new and reconfigured schools — branded as “Imagine” and “Reimagine” schools —
announced in May 2020. The schools are expected to open or re-launch in the fall of 2021 or the following
September...This new initiative is seeking community-driven designs for innovative, inclusive and rigorous
schools. Some ideas that might be considered include schools that emphasize real world learning through
internships and community projects or schools that have a focus on the arts, civic engagement or technology.

Related survey: Chalkbeat's survey on Rethinking Schools in NYC:
How Should Schools Change? 

 

Elections

With Under a Month To Go, Board of Elections Mum on Shift to
Electronic Poll Books 
September 27, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth 
Early voting sites in all five boroughs will open on October 26, but the BOE has given no word on the status
of various aspects of the e-poll book rollout...Electronic poll books are considered a necessary tool in the
implementation of early voting because they better allow elections administrators to manage the flow of
voters at polling sites scattered around each borough over the course of nine days of early voting, followed
by the full slate of poll sites typically open on Election Day...The new voting system, intended to make voting
easier and improve the state’s low turnout record, will change the way New Yorkers experience elections, not
only next month, but for years to come. This year, with few items on the ballot and little voter turnout
expected, is seen as an important warm-up for the 2020 election cycle, which is likely to see high turnout.

She Was a Progressive Darling for Years. Now She’s Facing 4
Primary Challenges From the Left. 
September 25, 2019, thenation.com, by Raina Lipsitz 
Representative Carolyn Maloney was one of a record number of women elected to federal office in 1992 in
the wake of Anita Hill’s testimony. She has remained popular, and won every race for reelection to
date...Maloney was already up against three candidates in the 2020 primary: 32-year-old lawyer and
advocate for sexual harassment survivors Erica Vladimer, 30-year-old JPMorgan Chase project manager and
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comedian Lauren Ashcraft, and 36-year-old housing activist and urban planner Peter Harrison. Then, former
Obama campaign staffer and lawyer Suraj Patel, 35, who in 2018 mounted a strong challenge to Maloney,
announced last week that he would run against her again in 2020...The way the race for her seat has evolved
reflects a broader shift in our politics—one that, aided by New York’s infamously anemic turnout in primary
elections, could end Maloney’s career in 2020...Ashcraft and Harrison belong to the Democratic Socialists of
America...Vladimer...said she would seek DSA’s endorsement...The clearest contrast between Maloney and
these newcomers—all of whom (except Patel) are first-time candidates—is that the challengers have rejected
corporate PAC money. Neither Vladimer nor Ashcraft has raised any money from PACs...Maloney is also one
of Congress’s richest members, thanks in part to her late husband’s career as an investment banker.
According to a spokesperson, the congresswoman does not take fossil fuel or tobacco money... 
Maloney’s district now includes most of Manhattan’s East Side and Roosevelt Island, as well as parts of
Brooklyn (Greenpoint) and Queens (Astoria, Long Island City, and parts of Woodside). By ordinary
congressional standards, she is progressive: a member of Congress’s Medicare for All caucus with a solidly
pro-choice voting record and 2018 endorsements from Senator Elizabeth Warren, the Congressional
Progressive Caucus, Emily’s List, and the Planned Parenthood Action Fund. Maloney has a fairly liberal
voting record... 
Yet for the most part, her challengers have run and are running for “new leadership” more than they are
running against her record. Several have said or implied that they are better suited than the 73-year-old
Maloney to represent a district with a median age of 35.7...Comparing herself to Patel in 2018, Maloney said,
“I actually get things done, I actually pass meaningful legislation. I’ve passed over 70 bills.”...Ashcraft...
acknowledged that Maloney supports single payer, but said the congresswoman has expressed a willingness
to compromise. “I’m not willing to compromise,” Ashcraft said...Patel did substantially better by running to
Maloney’s left...He called to defund ICE. He advocated for the repeal of SESTA/FOSTA, a law ostensibly
intended to combat sex trafficking that many sex workers oppose (most members of Congress, including
Bernie Sanders, voted for it)...With three other young progressives already in the race, Patel is walking a finer
line this time. He’s still casting himself as a fresh-faced member “of the progressive movement,” but one who
is not “lockstep with everything.” ...

Some Voting Machines Still Have Decade-Old Vulnerabilities 
September 26, 2019, wired.com, by Lily Hay Newman 
Defcon Voting Village has gone from a radical hacking project to a stalwart that surfaces voting machine
security issues...its organizers released findings from this year's event—including urgent vulnerabilities from
a decade ago that still plague voting machines currently in use...The types of vulnerabilities participants
found included poor physical security protections that could allow undetected tampering, easily guessable
hardcoded system credentials, potential for operating system manipulations, and remote attacks that could
compromise memory or integrity checks or cause denial of service...Marian Schneider, president of the
nonprofit Verified Voting, which promotes election system best practices [said] "States are making the effort
to replace vulnerable machines before the 2020 election, but they need financial assistance from Congress to
continue doing so...voting machine security is only one item on a much larger punch list for better defending
US elections. More districts need to implement network and cloud defenses to protect infrastructure like voter
rolls and email, and more states need to conduct risk-limiting audits to verify elections results...The urgent
need to fill the election security information gap, and give officials the resources and intelligence they need to
conduct accurate, independent elections, has been clear for years. It's finally starting to gain some
mainstream recognition.

 

Government, legislation, rules, policies (including pending)

NYC regulations of strip clubs, adult bookstores belong to ‘bygone
era,’ infringe on free speech, judge rules 
October 1, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Stephen Rex Brown 
The tough zoning rules that pushed strip clubs and XXX bookstores out of Times Square “are a throwback to
a bygone era” that would decimate what’s left of the city’s adult entertainment industry, a judge has ruled.
Manhattan Federal Judge William Pauley wrote in a decision late Monday that if the city enforced current
zoning and permitting regulations the businesses would be extremely limited in where they could operate,
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likely infringing on the right to free expression...The city has held off on enforcing the zoning rules codified in
2001 due to years of litigation...The judge found that the most problematic regulation prohibited a strip club
from opening within 500 feet of a school, a church or another strip club. The rule would virtually eliminate
Manhattan as a viable location to maintain a XXX business. The city conceded that under the regulations
only 13 adults establishments could co-exist in Manhattan...The decision only blocks the city from
enforcement and is not a definitive ruling on the constitutionality of the regulations. 

Why Construction Noise Is Keeping You Up at 3 A.M. 
September 27, 2019, nytimes.com, by Jeffery C. Mays 
Building is booming in New York City...But it is nearly impossible to get all of that work done on weekdays
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., the normal construction hours in the city. The Department of Buildings issued around
67,000 new and renewed variance permits last year, more than double the 31,569 issued in 2012, records
show. The permits are lucrative for the city, bringing in $21.8 million in fees for construction activity in
Manhattan alone. But as overnight work increases, so do noise complaints. The challenge for officials is to
balance the quality-of-life concerns of city residents against the legitimate reasons for after-hours
construction. Certain jobs that require heavy equipment, for example, are safer and less disruptive to traffic
when done at night. On Wednesday, [councilwoman] Carlina Rivera...introduced a bill that would limit
construction work to no earlier than 6 a.m. and no later than 10 p.m. on weekdays; weekend work would be
restricted to 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. The bill is co-sponsored by Helen Rosenthal and Keith Powers, two Council
members whose Manhattan districts also produce a large number of construction-related noise complaints,
and was welcomed by the Council speaker, Corey Johnson.

Contractors arrested after trying to bribe buildings inspector, city
investigators say 
October 1, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Anna Sanders 
After the contractors offered the $400 bribe on Monday morning, the DOB inspector informed the Department
of Investigation who put him under surveillance, officials said...“This investigation shows how quickly
corruption can be stopped when City employees embrace their mandate to report wrongdoing to DOI,” DOI
Commissioner Margaret Garnett said. “Working together, DOI and this Buildings Inspector made this City
safer, as work has now been stopped on the site until the buildings violations have been addressed.” 
[Editor's note: I have talked with expediters and others who work with employees and inspectors in the DOB
and other agencies, who have told me that cash payments are expected throughout the system. Is the City
also going after corrupt employees?] 
 

The child welfare system could soon become fairer 
September 25, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Zach Williams 
People of color disproportionately face allegations of child neglect, a new bill might help in some ways but not
others...First, it would raise the standard of proof necessary to substantiate allegations of child neglect from
“some credible evidence” to a “preponderance of evidence.” Other changes aim to make it easier for parents
to get off the register much sooner, by allowing them more opportunities to appeal their listing and
conditionally sealing their records after eight years. To understand the effects of the bill, it is important to note
the difference between child abuse, which involves serious physical harm or sexual abuse, and child neglect,
which basically means in practice that someone is a bad parent. The bill passed by the Legislature will not
affect people accused of abuse (where the harm to a child is self-evident) whereas the bill does aim to help
people accused of neglect – where the potential harms can be much more speculative. “In many instances,
neglect is a very subjective situation,” said state Sen. Velmanette Montgomery of Brooklyn.

Cuomo greenlights extended voter registration deadline 
September 26, 2019, timesunion.com, by Cayla Harris 
ALBANY — Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo signed legislation Thursday giving voters more time to change their
party enrollment ahead of next year's primary elections. The new law scraps the previous Oct. 11 deadline,
giving voters until Feb. 14 to switch parties and still vote in the state's primary elections in April and June.

Albany's New Democratic Legislature Passed These 5 Progressive
Bills, But Now They Must Clear Cuomo 
October 1, 2019, gothamist.com, by Ross Barkan 
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In New York City, a bill that passes the City Council automatically becomes a law if the mayor takes no action
after 30 days. In Albany, a bill the governor receives can become a law in as soon as 10 days if the governor
takes no action. In actuality, it doesn’t happen this way—the governor “calls up” bills from the legislature and
usually saves his vetoes for the very end of the year, when scores of bills are rejected together...“Overall,
these are among more than 600 bills currently pending and among more than 900 passed by both houses at
the end of session. They remain under review by Counsel’s Office,” [Rich] Azzopardi [a spokesperson for
Cuomo] said.

Unions talk trash as city nears waste zone deal 
October 1, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin 
As the New York City Council nears a deal on a plan that would transform the commercial waste
industry...Teamsters Local 813 and Laborers Local 108 disagree over what plan would be best for their
workers...After years of planning, a bill to create the system is close to being passed in the City Council, with
a vote happening as soon as October 17...Antonio Reynoso, who chairs the City Council’s Committee on
Sanitation and Solid Waste Management and has been championing the bill, wants exclusive zones, where a
single company would win the contract to pick up all trash generated by businesses in an area. New York
City Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Department of Sanitation, which would be implementing the plan, instead prefers
non-exclusive zones, where multiple companies would compete for contracts within a zone...At the moment,
it seems like Reynoso is likely to concede and rewrite the bill to allow competition within the zones.

'Speak English' Demand Could Come With $250K Fine, City Says 
September 26, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar 
City law also bans employers, landlords and merchants from calling someone "illegal" or threatening to call
ICE, according to new guidance.  
Related document: Immigration Guidance. The New York City Human Rights Law (“NYCHRL”)...The New
York City Commission on Human Rights (the “Commission”) is the City agency charged with enforcing the
NYCHRL...Local Law 97 of 1965 amended the NYCHRL to add “national origin” as a protected category in
employment, public accommodations, and housing.

After Rally with De Blasio, City Council Hears Bills on Private
Sector Retirement Security 
September 24, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid 
The Retirement Security for All proposal, which de Blasio first raised three years ago and then again in his
State of the City speech this year, would establish a retirement savings program for private-sector employees
whose employers do not currently provide those options, and a city government board to oversee its
implementation. There are two bills in the legislative package that would create the system and the board
...sponsored by Council Members I. Daneek Miller and Ben Kallos...The mayor said that 40% of New Yorkers
aged 50-64 have less than $10,000 saved for when they retire. At the hearing of the Council’s Committee on
Civil Service and Labor, chaired by Miller, there was broad support for the legislation as well as opposition
from some who raised concerns about the administrative burdens the program could place on employers and
small businesses. Kallos’ bill would mandate that businesses with ten or more employees automatically enroll
their workers in individual retirement accounts, while giving them the option to opt out. The retirement plans
would be funded only through employee payroll deductions, at a default rate of 3% of income, though
employees would be allowed to choose a higher or lower rate. Miller’s bill creates a board of mayoral
appointees to oversee the implementation of the program, which would likely hire an outside firm to manage
the retirement plans and charge low fees to make the programs affordable and attractive to employees. 

Proposed bill: Int 1701-2019, A Local Law to amend the administrative
code of the city of New York, in relation to community notification
requirements for transfers of development rights 
Sponsors: Ben Kallos, Helen K. Rosenthal, Antonio Reynoso, Mark Levine, Keith Powers, (in conjunction
with the Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer) 
This bill would require the City Register to notify affected community boards, council members, borough
presidents and the Speaker of the Council whenever a deed memorializing a transfer of development rights
or a zoning lot description related to a Department of Buildings permit for development or enlargement is
recorded.
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Menthol E-Cigarettes Will Be Banned In NY, Cuomo Says 
September 26, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar 
New York will soon ban menthol e-cigarettes amid growing health concerns about the products, Gov. Andrew
Cuomo said Thursday, just a week after the state banned other flavors.

Related article: Vaping industry suing states, including New York, to
nullify e-cigarette ban 
September 26, 2019, newsday.com, by The Associated Press

Cuomo to propose marijuana legalization plan next year 
September 25, 2019, timesunion.com, Cayla Harris 
ALBANY— Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo will unveil by January a plan to legalize the recreational use of marijuana
— a blueprint he then intends to include in next year's state budget negotiations. 
[Editor's note: This bill is controversial, and didn't pass through the legislature last session. Just for the sake
of speed is it appropriate to insert a controversial bill into the budget proposal, or does it need more debate
and fine-tuning?]

(opinion) The 5G privacy opportunity: Don’t just develop wireless
data Innovation Zones; focus on protecting personal data, too 
September 24, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Stuart Brotman 
Last week, the Federal Communications Commission announced that it would be granting experimental
licenses for companies in New York City and Salt Lake City to test new advanced technologies and networks
in specific geographic areas. This initiative, dubbed Innovation Zones, will be especially useful in testing
various technologies in real-world settings that will support 5G wireless networks. These networks will offer a
range of advanced wireless services nationwide, with initial rollout in urban centers where spatial and
population density makes technical and economic sense...The FCC, as a condition of granting these
experimental licenses, has the legal authority to require that any new wireless services to be tested also
experiment with different forms of consumer privacy protection. 

Related article: MTA's OMNY card tap and go payment system can
track your movements 
Source: FirstReadTech email of 10/2/19, cityandstate.com, by Annie McDonough 
A new white paper from the Surveillance Technology Oversight Project, a New York-based privacy advocacy
group, finds that the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s One Metro New York tap-and-go payment
system...is able to track when and where specific users enter MTA stations...By the time OMNY’s rollout is
scheduled to be completed in 2023, riders will not only be able to use contactless credit/debit cards and
digital wallets to pay fares but will have the option of using an OMNY card that can be paid for with cash and
not contain the data that might be shared through a credit card or smart device. Still, the S.T.O.P. report
points out that other locales have added fees to these cards, and that if high fees are added when purchasing
an OMNY card, it would constitute a “privacy tax.” 
OMNY SURVEILLANCE OH MY: New York City's Expanding Transit Surveillance Apparatus, October 1,
2019 

Related article: Smart Cities Are Creating a Mass Surveillance
Nightmare 
October 1, 2019, thedailybeast.com, by Albert Fox Cahn 
With a chip that can track your every move, New York’s city-issued ID cards are about to take a seriously
dystopian turn. The fuss is about a tiny RFID chip that the mayor wants to embed into each and every
municipal ID card for New York residents as part of the “IDNYC” program...The latest proposal might seem
modest, but the reality is that it potentially puts hundreds of thousands of us at greater risk of identity theft,
stalking, and (for undocumented New Yorkers) deportation. And sadly it’s part of the global trend towards so-
called “smart cities”—a series of high-tech undertakings that claim to improve municipal efficiency at the
modest price of stripping us of our privacy and autonomy...Rather than accept the New York’s new chip
proposal, advocates are speaking out, and now the New York City Council is considering a bill that would
outlaw this type of feature. 
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Public service notices 

Avoid student loan relief frauds 
Consumers who wish to avoid falling victim to student loan relief frauds can visit ftc.gov/StudentLoans to
learn more. Consumers also can apply for loan deferments, forbearance, repayment, and forgiveness or
discharge programs directly through the U.S. Department of Education, or their loan servicers, at no cost;
these programs do not require the assistance of a third-party company or payment of application fees. For
federal student loan repayment options, visit StudentAid.gov/repay. For private loans, contact the loan
servicer directly.

Flu Season 2019-2020 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends annual influenza vaccination for everyone
6 months and older with any licensed, influenza vaccine that is appropriate for the recipient’s age and health
status, with no preference expressed for any one vaccine over another. Flu vaccines are updated to better
match viruses expected to be circulating in the United States. CDC and ACIP [Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices] recommend that vaccination be offered by the end of October. Options this season
include: 

Standard dose flu shots. They are usually given with a needle, but one (Afluria Quadrivalent) can be
given to people 18 to 64 years old with a jet injector.
High-dose shots for people 65 years and older. 
Shots made with adjuvant for people 65 years and older. 
Shots made with virus grown in cell culture. No eggs are involved in the production of this vaccine. 
Shots made using a vaccine production technology (recombinant vaccine) that does not require the use
of flu virus. 
Live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV), a vaccine made with attenuated live virus that is given by
nasal spray vaccine.

 

Stories we are following

[Just for laughs]
Andrew Cuomo is single and ready to mingle
SEPTEMBER 26, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Amanda Luz Henning Santiago 
...so we made him a dating profile.

Retail Vacancy in New York City: Trends and Causes, 2007-2017
September 25, 2019, Report: New York City Comptroller Scott Stringer 
Key Findings. Vacancy Rates Have Risen. The retail vacancy rate has increased overall in the last decade,
even as the City has continued to grow through new development. Vacancy rates vary greatly across the
City. Although Manhattan has neighborhoods with extensive empty retail space, retail vacancy rates are
highest in outer borough neighborhoods with large retail spaces, such as malls – notably on Staten Island,
where the vacancy rate is almost 11 percent. Changing Use of Retail Space as Internet Shopping Grows.
The rise of internet retailing has changed the mix of retail space away from sellers of goods and toward
service providers, including restaurants and bars. Rising Rents Have Contributed to Rising Vacancy
Rates. Retail rents rose by 22 percent on average citywide between 2007 and 2017. In some parts of the
City, the rate of growth was much more rapid. Property taxes paid by retail tenants as part of their rent are
also an increasing burden. Regulatory Hurdles Impede Turnover of Space. Regulatory burdens –
especially those that may be associated with a change of use from selling goods to a personal services use
or bar or restaurant – are also associated with greater retail vacancy. Actions to Reduce Retail Vacancy.
Creating a more small business-friendly city would also help address the changing face of streetfront retail
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space. The Comptroller’s 2016 Red Tape Commission spelled out some sixty steps the City should take to
help improve the city’s small business environment, including separating the enforcement and permitting
functions of the Department of Buildings, improving the streetscape through prompt removal of unused
sidewalk scaffolding, improved street parking, and a more business-friendly approach by City agencies.

Related article: (opinion) Our Small Business Crisis is Very Real, and
Demands City Action 
September 25, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Natasha Amott, owner of Whisk in downtown Brooklyn 
As a small business owner in New York City for 11 years, I believe it is imperative that city officials reframe
the current debate over whether or not we face a small business crisis...The question then should not be
what number of high vacancy corridors constitutes a crisis but what do small business closures and high
vacancies mean for neighborhoods and New Yorkers seeking work?...vacancies can mean a loss in high-
quality service and retail jobs...Citywide policy is absolutely needed to reframe this debate. Imagine how
different Williamsburg would be in 2019 if we had had a zoning purview to limit chain retail; if we had been
bold enough to talk about commercial rent stabilization; if we had mandated mitigation measures to protect
against commercial and residential displacement? 

Washington idle as ransomware ravages cities big and small 
September 28, 2019, politico.com, by Tim Starks 
Lawmakers have offered few ideas on how to respond to the wave of ransom-seeking cyberattacks that have
struck at least 80 state and local government agencies...Lawmakers have offered few ideas on how to
respond to the wave of ransom-seeking cyberattacks that have struck at least 80 state and local government
agencies. Both the Department of Homeland Security and the FBI appear to be struggling with how to
marshal resources to help victims, including basic questions of how they should respond or where they can
turn for help. “We don’t usually look to Washington to solve real problems we have in our daily life,” said Bill
Beam, the sheriff in Lincoln County. But, he said, “I would welcome them with open arms to help us with a
situation like this.” Ransomware — generally perpetrated by foreign hackers — has become a costly
headache for governments, businesses and ordinary people around the world, infecting and locking up their
computers until victims pay up with Bitcoin or other digital currencies. 

Net neutrality ruling offers NY renewed means to enact Internet
protections 
October 1, 2019, timesunion.com, by Cayla Harris  
A federal appeals court in Washington, D.C., issued a ruling Tuesday allowing states to issue their own open-
internet provisions, even as the federal government rolls back net neutrality rules...The ruling by the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia said the Federal Communication Commission's 2017 repeal of
net neutrality standards was lawful – but the agency couldn't prevent states from pursuing their own
regulations...State Assemblywoman Patricia Fahy, an Albany Democrat who sponsored legislation earlier this
year to enforce net neutrality rules in state contracts, said the ruling "affirms that states have the authority to
adopt net neutrality standards in order to protect an open internet..."

Consumer alerts and scams

Using Match.com? Read this! 
The FTC announced a lawsuit against Match.com, challenging several of Match’s business practices,
including ones that the FTC says exposed customers to romance scammers. If you had a free Match account
and got a message from another user, Match would send you a notice to encourage you to “read his email”
(or hers)...which required you to subscribe and pay. But...Match had already identified many of them as likely
scammers. So if you paid Match to read that message, you might have found either a scammer or an empty
inbox. That’s deceptive, the FTC says. Even worse, says the FTC, is that Match had blocked some of these
suspicious accounts from sending messages to its paying subscribers, but didn’t give the same protection to
free account users. The people who then subscribed in response to these messages could have been
exposed to scammers. The FTC says that practice is unfair, placing people at risk of romance scams so that
Match could make more money. FTC data show that romance scams are on the rise...protect yourself: Listen
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for details that don’t add up, and do a reverse-image search on profile pictures. If those pics show up with
someone else’s name, you’ve found a scammer. If an online sweetheart you haven’t met in person asks you
for money, stop. That’s always a scam. Talk to someone you trust about this love interest – and pay attention
if friends or family are concerned. Learn more at ftc.gov/imposters. If you think you’ve encountered a
romance scammer on an online dating site, report it to the website and to ftc.gov/complaint. Watch this video
to learn more about romance scams: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jlxWxH0mgU8. 

Genetic Testing Scam 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has issued a warning that scammers are offering "free"
genetic testing, stating that Medicare will cover the cost. These scammers are targeting people through
telemarketing calls, health fairs, and knocking on doors. Their goal is to obtain a person's Medicare number
to commit fraud and identity theft. It is important to know that Medicare will not cover any medical expenses
that are not ordered by your doctor and/or that are not medically necessary. To protect yourself, do not give
your Medicare number, Social Security number, or other personal information to anyone who offers to give
you a "free" genetic screening or cheek swab, or to mail you a DNA testing kit. If you receive a genetic testing
kit in the mail, refuse the delivery or return to sender unless your doctor ordered it. If you suspect Medicare
fraud, call 1-800-MEDICARE.

Millennials More likely to Report Losing Money to Fraud than Older
Generations, New FTC Data Spotlight Reports 
October 1, 2019, ftc.gov, Press Release 
Millennials are 25 percent more likely to report that they have lost money to fraud than consumers aged 40
and over, according to a new Federal Trade Commission analysis of consumer complaint data. The FTC’s
latest Consumer Protection Data Spotlight shows that millennials—those ages 20-39—are twice as likely to
report losing money to online shopping fraud than those 40 and over. Online shopping fraud reports include
complaints about items that are never delivered or are not as they were advertised. Millennials reported
losing $71 million to online shopping fraud—out of the nearly $450 million they reported losing to all types of
fraud—in the last two years. Other categories where millennials are much more likely to report losing money
to fraud than consumers 40 and over include fake check scams, offers that promise to help fix debt-related
problems, or offers promising income through jobs, investments, or business opportunities. For tips on how to
avoid scams, visit consumer.ftc.gov.

 

Our government representatives
When contacting your representative by email, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites.

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org

Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org

NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077,
District2@council.nyc.gov

NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov

NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-0580,
KPowers@council.nyc.gov

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300,
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov

Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with complaints
and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 212-669-7250,
email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
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Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: https://www1.nyc.gov/office-
of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page

NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov

NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman,
212-633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov

NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart,
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov

NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov

NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-
Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov

U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congrssional District:
https://maloney.house.gov, 212-860-0606, website contact form: https://maloney.house.gov/contact-
carolyn/email-me

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: www.schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form:
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: www.gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact
form: www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me

U.S. President Donald Trump: https://www.whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump, website contact form:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
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And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc 
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Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 
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