
 

 

We invite you to share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. If this email was forwarded to you, you
can sign up for these emails at www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column past the
flowers.
 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. 

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts 
General Discounts  

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information about the
MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association! 

Read our Privacy Statement 
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Information that may be of interest..September 23, 2019

section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2019.
You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News 
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Photo: The scaffolding is down and we have regained our sidewalk and curbside street lane on Lexington
Avenue just south of 34th Street at 227 Lexington Avenue, a new residential/commercial building. This
building replaces 3 small older buildings where Da Ciro and a Chinese restaurant used to be.

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

September 21–28 

Celebrate Back to School Week at The New York Public Library! 
Get a Free Library Card 
Explore events for children (Schwarzman Building, you can also choose other neighborhood branches) 
Family Literacy Workshops, Story Times & Early Literacy Kits 
After-School Homework Help 

September 24    1:15 - 2pm 
Meeting Notice: The East Midtown Public Realm Improvement Fund
Governing Group 
Meeting to vote on administrative annual filings and technical by-law changes. Read more about the East
Midtown Public Realm Improvement Group. 
at 120 Broadway (Concourse level)

September 29    1 - 3 pm 
Participatory Budgeting Council District 3 Kickoff (Speaker Corey
Johnson) 
Submit your ideas to spend $1million in your district. Refreshments. RSVP https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/e/1FAIpQLSekN8sAUVtZlDY7nLAmL5jGvkP_PsU2DDKZBUr1F0owqDdWKw/viewform 
at Chelsea Green 
140 West 20th Street (between 5th & 6th Avenue)

Kudos!
MHNA Member Joseph Cosgriff Co-Authors Book To Be Released
Later this Fall 
Kudos to MHNA member and neighbor Joesph Cosgriff, co-author with Rick Crandall, of The Dog Who Took
Me Up a Mountain: How Emme the Australian Terrier Changed My Life When I Needed It Most. This book will
be released later this fall and will be featured in the AKC Museum of the Dog's Author's Corner program.
More details to follow. Save the date, November 8 for the book talk!

If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please email nancysheran@gmail.com. 
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Workshops for Business Members 

September 24   6 - 7:30pm 
Tax Tips for Freelancers 
This program is Part 3 (of 4) of the IRS’ Small Business Tax Series. It is designed to inform startups and
established freelancers, entrepreneurs and independent contractors, about their tax requirements and
recordkeeping responsibilities. Attendees will learn about Schedule C, Profit or Loss from Business (Sole
Proprietorship), deductible business expenses, self-employment tax and other tax topics. 
at the Science, Industry and Business Library / The New York Public Library 
188 Madison Avenue (between 34th & 35th Street) 

September 25   6 - 7:30pm 
Growing your home-based business 
This program is Part 4 (of 4) of the IRS’ Small Business Tax Series. It will benefit existing and start-up home-
based businesses. It focuses on the fundamentals of federal taxes for home-based businesses, including
entity choice, recordkeeping, business income and expenses and estimated tax. The seminar also references
the basics of tax forms that small businesses use. Attendees will learn how money spent on growing home-
based businesses can be deducted from business income to reduce both taxable income and taxes. This
Small Business Tax Workshop provides an opportunity to get answers to a wide range of tax questions on
launching and growing a home-based business. Seating is on a first-come, first-seated basis. 
at the Science, Industry and Business Library / The New York Public Library
188 Madison Avenue (between 34th & 35th Street) 

NYC Will Now Take Responsibility For City Trees
Causing Sidewalk Damage 
September 11, 2019, Syndicated Local – CBS New York 
NEW YORK (CBSNewYork) — Tens of thousands of New York City homeowners will
no longer have to foot the bill for sidewalk repairs if the cracks are caused by a city
tree...The city says it will re-examine 50,000 tickets. Officials also plan to fast-track
repairs at 5,500 sites...Parks Commissioner Mitchell Silver says once the city gets a
complaint of a cracked sidewalk, it hopes to inspect the property within 30 days, but
there are no promises of when a repair crew will get there. 
[Editor's note: Will the Parks Department will create larger tree beds for trees that are
cracking the sidewalks?]

Taking Your Neighborhood to the Street 
NYCDOT invites interested non-profit organizations to propose activations for its public space programs,
including Weekend Walks, Seasonal Streets, and Pedestrian Plazas! The request for proposals seeks to
create a list of non-profit organizations that can provide unique, interactive activations to enhance NYCDOT’s
public spaces and events in partnership with local community-based partners. While funding is not
guaranteed, selected organizations are eligible to receive up to $20,000 and may be called upon and funded
to provide activations throughout the City over a two year period. All types of non-profit providers are
encouraged to respond. Activations can include performances, dance classes, bike education, fitness
demonstrations and classes, healthy eating and lifestyle demonstrations, arts and crafts workshops, literacy
promotion, educational experiences, and more. All proposed activations must be suitable for outdoor public
spaces and events, free of charge to the public, and accessible to all New Yorkers. The deadline for
submission is October 18, 2019. Visit the Activations RFP for more information:
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/weekendwalks/html/activations/activationsrfp.shtml Help DOT share the
opportunity with any interested non-profit organizations. Questions and other inquiries can be directed to
activations@dot.nyc.gov. 
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Changes in the neighborhood
Turkevi Center’s Glass Curtain Wall Continues To
Rise At 821 First Avenue In Midtown East 
September 5, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
Façade work on the Turkevi Center at 821 First Avenue in the Midtown East
neighborhood of Turtle Bay is taking shape. Located at the intersection of East 46th
Street and First Avenue, the topped-out reinforced concrete skyscraper rises 563 feet
and will eventually serve as the consulate of the Republic of Turkey. Perkins
Eastman is the designer of the 35-story mixed-use development...The development
will contain about 102,000 square feet of commercial space spread across the first
15 floors...A total of 40,195 square feet of residential space will be divided among 20
apartments for both staff and visitors, and will begin on the 20th floor...Completion of
821 First Avenue will likely occur next year. Image: Turkevi Center at 821 First
Avenue, rendering by Perkins Eastman. 

One Vanderbilt’s 1,401-Foot Pinnacle Set To Be
Reached Later Today As Spire Installation
Commences, In Midtown East 
September 18, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
One Vanderbilt’s crown is now structurally finished. Only two days later, the rest of
the spire is almost complete for the 1,401-foot high supertall, designed by Kohn
Pedersen Fox and developed by SL Green. Remaining sections for the 100-foot-tall
spire have arrived on site, and were spotted on the eastern side of the property along
Vanderbilt Avenue, as the initial components were lifted into place and installed atop
the tower yesterday afternoon. Full completion of the spire is likely later today...The
speed of construction is unprecedented for modern office towers in New York City,

and compares to the Empire State Building’s completion nearly 90 years ago...Completion of One Vanderbilt
is expected to happen sometime next year. Photo: One Vanderbilt from Bryant Park, by Michael Young.

Virgin Hotel’s Exterior Nearing Completion At 1225
Broadway, In NoMad 
September 20, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
The Virgin Hotel at 1225 Broadway [between West 29th and West 30th Street] in
NoMad is steadily making its way toward completion...There will be a total of about
300,000 square feet of newly built space, mostly being allocated towards the 460
hotel rooms. The podium will contain 90,000 square feet of retail. Lam Group is the
developer of the property, and Sir Richard Branson of Virgin Group will be in charge
of managing the address...NoMad is still undergoing a major transformation as other
nearby hotels and commercial buildings are also under construction. Completion of
1225 Broadway is expected sometime next year. Image: Virgin Hotels, 1225
Broadway, rendering from VOA Architects. 

Exterior Work Nearing Completion for Morris Adjmi’s 30 East 31st
Street, in NoMad 
September 21, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
Located in NoMad between Park Avenue South and Madison Avenue, the 479-foot-tall residential tower is
topped-out at 40 stories...The 88,000-square-foot project is designed by Morris Adjmi Architects and
developed by Ekstein Development and Pinnacle Real Estate. Douglas Elliman Development is marketing
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the building’s 42 units, which will be spread across 70,070 square feet for an average
of 1,700 square feet apiece. Prices will range from $1.65 to $12 million...A 1,600-
square-foot commercial banquet hall will occupy the lower floors and incorporate
curated art...Completion of 30 East 31st Street will likely occur sometime next
year. Photo: Looking up from East 31st Street, by Michael Young.

Murray Hill in the news (and Kips Bay/Turtle Bay)
(opinion) Hosting the United Nations Brings Real Value to New
Yorkers 
September 16, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Penny Abeywardena 
For many New Yorkers, the annual wave of United Nations events, set to start again this week, can be a
nightmare: jam-packed subways, bottlenecks on the FDR Drive, and crowded sidewalks that slow our steady
gait to a maddening crawl. What most New Yorkers may not realize, however, is that hosting the UN boosts
our economy, draws desirable traffic to local businesses, and elevates city diplomacy on the world stage —
and that’s a boon for all of us. Since 1946, New York City has been the proud, permanent home to the UN
and its promise to make the world a better, more peaceful place. We play host to 193 Permanent Missions,
over 70 trade missions and 116 consulates – the largest diplomatic community in the world...our city naturally
has a special connection to the UN’s member states. Thanks to this enduring bond, New Yorkers actually
have a voice on global issues such as human rights, migration, and climate change. We are stalwarts of the
UN’s mission to protect and serve a thriving, fair, and just world nation...The UN Headquarters has
contributed $3.69 billion to our city’s economy and created thousands of jobs for New Yorkers, according to a
2016 report by the Mayor’s Office of International Affairs and the New York City Economic Development
Corporation...New York City is living out the mission to achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs or Global Goals) by 2030...

Elections

Bill de Blasio announces an end to 2020 campaign
September 20, 2019, msnbc.com 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio announces...he is suspending his bid for the presidency.

Calls to Keep Fusion Voting, Create Robust Public Matching
System at First Hearing of State Campaign Finance Commission 
September 11, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid 
The New York State Public Campaign Financing Commission heard many hours of testimony on Tuesday
from experts, government reform advocates, elected officials, and others on creating a new statewide system
of electoral campaign financing that would encourage small contributions and curb the effects of wealthy
donors...The advocates generally agreed that a state system should be modelled after New York City’s
program, which matches small dollar donations with public funds at a 6-to-1 or 8-to-1 ratio and includes
fundraising and donor thresholds that candidates must meet to show grassroots support before accessing
public funds. It also has low individual contribution limits...They said the program must encourage viable
candidates, avoid paying public funds to those running in noncompetitive races, and be timely and efficient to
make it attractive to potential candidates. And they concurred that any campaign finance program should be
administered and overseen by a new independent, nonpartisan agency separate from the state Board of
Elections...The ostensible goal of a public financing program is to limit the type of pay-to-play politics that has

https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/8794-hosting-the-united-nations-brings-real-value-to-new-yorkers
http://gothamgazette.com/
https://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/watch/bill-de-blasio-announces-an-end-to-2020-campaign-69460037784
http://msnbc.com/
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/8787-fusion-voting-public-matching-system-state-campaign-finance-commission
http://gothamgazette.com/


typified New York state elections...Laura Ladd Bierman, executive director of the League of Women Voters of
New York State, urged the commission to also reduce or eliminate contributions from lobbyists and
contractors doing or seeking to do business with the state, to establish reasonable limits on party
housekeeping accounts (which currently have no limits), and to add new disclosure requirements for
“bundlers” who cobble together contributions from multiple donors for a single campaign...The legislation
creating the commission authorized up to $100 million each year to fund a public financing program...Even
before beginning its work, the commission came under criticism for having included fusion voting on its
agenda...criticism, to those who support fusion voting, is somewhat unfounded since public funds are given to
individual candidates regardless of how many ballot lines they may pursue.

New York's Election Administration Accountability Vacuum - Part I:
'Bad Choices at Every Step' 
September 10, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth

New York's Election Administration Accountability Vacuum - Part II:
Partisanship, Patronage & Potential Fixes 
September 11, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth

Traffic and transportation
City To Create Temporary Bike Paths During UN General Assembly 
September 16, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel 
Temporary bike paths on First and Second avenues will keep cyclists safe from the anticipated gridlock for
the Sept. 23-30 event. The city's temporary bike lanes will stretch on First Avenue between East 40th and
49th streets and on Second Avenue between East 57th Street and East 41st streets, DOT officials
said...About 6,000 cyclists utilize existing protected bike lanes on First and Second avenues every day.

Greenway Bike Lane on the East River Waterfront 
Source: News from Council Member Powers, email of 9/16/19 
Last month, a new bike lane was installed along the East River waterfront between 25th and 34th Streets.
[Keith Powers'] office has received feedback from cyclists, drivers, and pedestrians concerned about
elements of the bike lane’s design and implementation. While I am supportive of new infrastructure that
keeps everyone safe, the newly installed bike lane is inconsistent with that of the original design that was a
better fit for the area. As a result of this feedback, I am hosting a walkthrough of the area with the Department
of Transportation (DOT) and the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) to examine these issues up
close. I look forward to coordinating with DOT to address the concerns raised and to make the new bike lane
safer for everyone who travels in the area.

Second Avenue Bike Lane Gap Won’t Be Filled Until Next Year 
August 20, 2019, StreetsBlog, by Julianne Cuba 
A little good news, a little bad news. City transportation officials have finally set a date for closing the last gap
on the popular Second Avenue bike lane only to reveal that the nine-block unprotected stretch between 43rd
and 34th streets, where there are hundreds of crashes per year, won’t be fixed until 2020 at the earliest. 
Uber Will Block Drivers From Taking Riders When Business Is Slow 
September 13, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar 
Uber will soon join Lyft in blocking New York City drivers from working when demand for rides is low as the
tech giants grapple with minimum-pay rules...Drivers who try to open their app when and where demand is
lagging will be told that they are unable to drive, the company says. Those who use wheelchair-accessible
vehicles will be exempt from the restrictions, as will those with the top status in Uber's driver rewards
program, the company said.

Related article: Uber Sues City Over Cruising Cap, Court Records Show
September 20, 2019, patch.com, by Sam Raskin 
The lawsuit states that the new rule "would threaten the viability of the ridesharing model as it currently
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exists." NEW YORK—Uber is suing the city over a new policy limiting the time its drivers can spend driving
around Manhattan without passengers...The ride-share company will file suit against the New York City Taxi
and Limousine Commission in Manhattan Supreme Court Friday to contest a new law, unanimously approved
in August by the TLC, that implements a "cruising cap" on Uber drivers, court records show.

Uber, Lyft Driver Protest Brings Manhattan Traffic to Nearly Total
Stop at Rush Hour 
September 17, 2019, nbcnewyork.com 
Uber and Lyft drivers, protesting over pay and working conditions, brought traffic on the FDR Drive to a nearly
dead stop at rush hour Tuesday morning. Video from Chopper 4 showed a caravan of black cars slowly
rolling up the northbound FDR just after 8 a.m., with a massive line of stalled traffic behind them. By 8:45
a.m., traffic was still crawling...After the protest ended, the guild said more than 1,000 Lyft and Uber drivers
had taken part. Last week, Uber said it would begin to restrict how many drivers can go online at any one
time in areas of low demand. The company said it was a response to regulations implemented by the TLC in
2018.

Fewer New Yorkers are cycling: city report 
September 17, 2019, nypost.com, by David Meyer 
The number of New Yorkers who regularly ride a bicycle dropped 5 percent in the last two years, data
released by the city Tuesday showed. Approximately 787,000 adult city residents rode at last once a month
in fiscal year 2019 — down from 828,000 two years earlier, according to Mayor Bill de Blasio’s annual
“Mayor’s Management Report.” The numbers come from the city Health Department’s annual surveys,
conducted via interviews with a 10,000-person sampling of Big Apple residents. They match up with other
recent measurements of cycling in the city that have shown an increase in bike trips within Manhattan but a
decrease on trips over the East River bridges, which have historically tracked with citywide cycling overall.
Citi Bike membership, nevertheless continues to grow, the report shows — up to nearly 155,000 people in
fiscal year 2019...

MTA CAPITAL PROGRAM OVERVIEW 2020-2024: Rebuilding New
York’s Transportation System 
September 2019, Power Point Presentation 
The 2020-2024 Capital Program is: 
• The MTA’s largest-ever capital plan by far – 70% larger than the 2015-2019 Program – making
unprecedented investments in the region 
• An unprecedented investment of $51.5 billion, including more than $40 billion for New York City Transit –
revitalizing the system and building on the successful investment of the Subway Action Plan...[and more} 
The Program will deliver major benefits, including: 
• More frequent and reliable service on 6 line segments, including the Lexington Avenue Line, serving over
50% of riders through modernized signaling 
• 70 new ADA-accessible stations, beginning now. Stations serving over 60% of passengers will be
ADAaccessible...[and more] 
Next Steps: Plan Approval

Related article: MTA seeks another $798 million to finish East Side
Access project long plagued by delays and rising costs 
September 19, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Clayton Guse 
Finishing the MTA’s cavernous new Long Island Rail Road stop beneath Grand Central Terminal will cost
another $798 million, the agency projects in its new capital budget plan. It’s another cost increase for the
giant project, which the Metropolitan Transportation Authority expects will be finished in 2022, 13 years
behind schedule...

Related article: (opinion) The MTA Needs a Real Capital Plan, Not
Unrealistic Promises 
September 19, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Rachael Fauss & John Kaehny 
We question both the availability of the funding coming in and the ability of the MTA to spend this massive
outlay. Historically, transit advocacy has centered on finding funds, but last year we started looking at actual
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expenses -- not “commitments” or authorizations to spend, as the MTA does. We found that the real
constraint on MTA capital plans has become the ability to spend, not finding funding. (A related problem is
keeping costs down so that what can be spent is done so efficiently.)...The nearly $55 billion plan outline
makes a number of big assumptions about funding that has not yet been secured. New funding is supposed
to come from the federal government ($10.7 billion), the state government ($3 billion), and city government
($3 billion), totalling nearly $17 billion. These numbers are not real until the cash actually arrives from all
parties involved...Beyond the MTA’s huge capital needs, it already doesn’t have enough money to pay for the
costs of running the system everyday. This is due in large part to debt service payments on previous capital
plans...To comply with state law, the MTA will have to hold a vote on the complete draft capital plan at its
September 25 board meeting. As soon as the MTA Board receives the actual capital plan, it is required to be
put it online where the public can see it. Yet with less than a week remaining before a Board vote on the $55
billion spending plan, the MTA has not released two important things: (1) the “20 Years Needs Assessment”
with a detailed analysis of how much money is needed to repair the system and (2) the full, detailed list of
capital projects in the proposed capital plan, with a detailed implementation plan...Before the new MTA
capital plan is final, the public and stakeholders like the State Legislature -- which should hold hearings this
fall before the plan is approved by the CPRB [Capital Program Review Board] -- need a lot more detail than
11 pages to fully buy in. It is the public’s money after all, and members of the public deserve to be treated like
investors who have been given a real, honest plan before staking their own money on the MTA’s future. 
 

Census 

Census Bureau Celebrates Role in U.S. Constitution 
Article I, Section II of the U.S. Constitution mandates a population count of the U.S. every 10 years...Census
data are used to reapportion Congressional representation among the states, and to determine how billions
in federal funds are distributed to states and local communities every year for services and infrastructure,
including health care, jobs, schools, roads and businesses. [I]t’s the largest peacetime mobilization in our
country...In six months, households will receive an invitation to participate in the 2020 Census from either a
postal worker or a census worker. Every household will have the option of responding online, by phone or by
mail. Depending on how likely an area is to respond online, households will receive either an invitation
encouraging response online or an invitation accompanied by a paper questionnaire. Households that do not
respond will receive reminders — and eventually receive a paper questionnaire.

September 17 is Constitution Day - About the Census and
Apportionment 
The Constitution was signed in Philadelphia on September 17, 1787. The U.S. Constitution mandated a
population count of every person who lived in the new nation. But Hamilton and Jefferson disagreed about
how to use the census count to grant state political representation in Congress. President George
Washington broke the stalemate and used the presidential veto for the very first time. He eventually approved
a variation of Jefferson’s apportionment method. Read more about the different apportionment 
methods:  https://www.census.gov/history/www/reference/apportionment/methods_of_apportionment.html  

Affordability & homelessness 

NYC's Unsold Condos: Thousands of Units Linger on Market as
More Are Built 
September 13, 2019, streeteasy.com, by Grant Long 
NYC’s unsold condos are the result of a boom since 2013 that has produced thousands of new units most
city residents can’t afford. More are still being built. Key Findings: More than 25% of the 16,242 new condos
built in New York City since the start of 2013 remain unsold, forming a condo-boom hangover that has grown
steadily. With a median price of $1.1 million citywide, and more than $2.3 million within Manhattan, these new
condos are out of reach for most New York home buyers. Yet condo construction is still far outpacing sales.
For every three condos completed in 2018, only two built since the start of 2013 have sold. Many new condo
owners appear to be investors who’ve listed the units on the rental market while hoping they appreciate.
Nearly 30% of the condos built since 2013 have since been listed for rent on StreetEasy. Despite the growing
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backlog of unsold new condos in the city, many more are in the pipeline. Sixty-three condo buildings with
more than 5,617 total units have listings on StreetEasy, but have yet to finish construction. This growing glut
of pricey new condos raises worrying questions about whether these units will meet the needs of future New
Yorkers, and how their developers will fare if many remain unsold.

New York Is Standing Between Airbnb and an IPO 
September 19, 2019, bloomberg.com, by Olivia Carville 
The company’s campaign against City Hall has backfired, and investors are growing more nervous. Airbnb
Inc. is used to mostly coming out on top. Despite fierce opposition from traditional hoteliers, the home-rental
startup has negotiated regulations that have allowed it to operate in more than 500 cities...But it’s hit a wall in
New York City, where the rules are stricter and Airbnb’s often aggressive tactics appear to have backfired.
The city forbids short-term rentals of most entire apartments—exactly the arrangement of greatest value to
Airbnb and the people, known as hosts, who use its platform to rent their homes. New York boosted its
budget to hunt down these illegal listings to about $8 million this year, a tenfold increase in four years,
according to documents from the city’s Office of Special Enforcement viewed by Bloomberg Businessweek.
The city has subpoenaed Airbnb for the addresses of more than 17,000 hosts it says are operating illegal
rentals...Investors want Airbnb to sort things out with New York before it goes public in 2020...Airbnb is still
pushing for changes that would open the market, but with its listing looming, it’s willing to compromise on
regulation, such as agreeing to a ban in rent-controlled buildings...A 2010 amendment to the city’s Multiple
Dwelling Law prohibits entire apartments from being rented for fewer than 30 days without a tenant present,
meaning legal short-term rentals are limited to one- and two-family homes or spare bedrooms...On Sept. 27,
Airbnb and New York’s lawyers will meet in Judge Paul Engelmayer’s office in the U.S. District Court in
Manhattan to hash out the next step in Airbnb’s latest suit against the city. This one concerns a law that
would force the company to regularly share more data about its hosts, likely making it easier for the city to
spot and fine lawbreakers.

Covenant House Breaks Ground On Supportive Housing
Development At 460 West 41st Street In Midtown West 
September 20, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris 
Covenant House broke ground on its first supportive housing development in 47 years. Located at 460 West
41st Street in Midtown West, the 80,000-square-foot facility is designed by FXCollaborative...Founded in
1972, Covenant House is the largest privately funded agency in the Americas focused on providing
assistance to young homeless populations. The organizations latest development in Midtown arrives as part
of the Take Notice NYC campaign to provide supportive housing around the city. The project team includes
for-profit entities Gotham Organization and Denham Wolf Real Estate Services...Few details are available
regarding interiors of the new building or construction timeline.

Preservation, landmarks & urban planning
Petition for those who would like to weigh in on the use of mechanical voids to build supertalls: 
Demand an End to Real Estate Loopholes in NY 
This petition was started by Save Central Park NYC: Assembly Member Linda B. Rosenthal and State
Senator Robert Jackson are the prime sponsors of legislation at the State levvel (A5026A/S3820-A) that
would amend the multiple dwelling law by setting logical floor to ceiling heights to close the mechanical void
and other loopholes. The following members of the New York State Assembly and Senate cosponsored and
supported this legislation: In the Assembly: Gottfried, Seawright, Mosley, Barron, Ortiz, Stirpe, Carroll, Colton,
Epstein, Taylor, Arroyo, Simon, D'Urso, Benedetto, Glick, Dinowitz, Richardson, Niou, De La Rosa, Quart,
Dickens, Simotas, Fernandez, Aubry, Rodriguez, Blake, Reyes, Magnarelli, Wallace, Walker, Cook, Griffin,
Lentol, Wright. In the Senate: Biaggi, Gounardes, Hoylman, Krueger, Salazar, Serrano. Public meetings
about The Department of Buildings' rejections of the appeal to stop the misappropriated mechanical space at
50 West 66th Street, the 775-foot tower notable for 239 feet of vertical rise attributed to mechanical space.
On October 16th and their lawyers, Klein/Slowik will prepare papers due November 6th for a response by the
developer's team November 27th. There will be a continued hearing three months from today on Tuesday
December 17th when the Appeal resumes at the Board of Standards and Appeals, 22 Reade Street, with
public testimony. Time TBD.
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New bill seeks to fight ‘overdevelopment’ by alerting communities
to rights transfers 
September 12, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Caroline Spivack 
A Manhattan lawmaker wants to give communities a new tool in their fight against hulking towers: advance
notice of when development rights transfers occur. City Council member Ben Kallos, who represents the
Upper East Side, introduced a bill Thursday [Int 1701-2019 Community notification requirements for transfers
of development rights] that would mandate the Department of Finance notify and provide the local community
board, councilmember, borough president, and City Council Speaker with the relevant documentation within
five days of such a transfer occurring, according to Kallos. The legislation, he says, will give New Yorkers
more time to prepare when a developer is cobbling together air rights or zoning lots to build towering
buildings that loom over neighbors, and may give them pause before selling their unused development
rights...The bill has the backing of councilmembers Helen Rosenthal, Antonio Reynoso, Mark Levine, and
Keith Powers, and was introduced in conjunction with Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer...The
information Kallos wants greater community notice for is already publicly accessible; it’s just a matter of
ensuring local leaders are given prompt notice, he says. “All of this is already public information,” he says.
“All this does is put people in a situation where instead of having to sit there and look on ACRIS everyday,
which we’ve actually done in my office, people would get notified when it’s happening.” The bill will no doubt
be unpopular with the real estate industry...The bill is scheduled for a City Council land use committee
hearing on September 26 [at 10am]. Please thank Council Member Keith Powers for sponsoring this bill, if
you agree that communities need to be notified when developers are putting together lots for large
developments.

Schools
NYC schools find out last-minute: field trips to the Global Climate
Strike aren’t allowed
September 20, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Christina Veiga
Read Department of Education Guidance

The Gifted Student Quandary 
September 16 2019, ourtownny.com, by David C. Bloomfield, Professor of Educational Leadership, Law &
Policy at Brooklyn College and The CUNY Graduate Center. 
Don't let political gamesmanship interfere with a real opportunity to improve our schools and society.

Taxes

CONGESTION PRICING IN NYC: Getting it right 
September 2019, Report, Regional Plan Association 
By pricing traffic congestion...cities have succeeded in speeding travel, funding and improving public transit,
reducing air pollution, and achieving better public health outcomes. Annual revenue must be sufficient to
bond $15 billion in capital spending for the 2020-2024 MTA capital plan. [The Congestion Zone will be all of
lower Manhattan below 60th Street.] Passenger cars may only be charged once daily for entering or
remaining in the zone. Revenue will be placed in a lock-box fund, 80% of which will go to NYC subways,
buses, and Staten Island Rapid Transit, 10% to Long Island Rail Road, 
and 10% to Metro-North Railroad. Emergency vehicles and vehicles transporting disabled persons will be
exempt from the charge. Residents of the zone with incomes less than $60,000 per year will receive a tax
credit equal to the amount paid in congestion charges. Prices should be highest when congestion is greatest.
To maintain system integrity, maximize revenue and congestion benefits, and fairly distribute benefits and
costs among users, exemptions for specific classes of users should be as limited as possible. Exempt taxis
and other for-hire vehicles from the congestion charge, but keep the current surcharge on fares within the
congestion zone. 
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Government, legislation, rules, policies (including pending)

Governor Cuomo and Health Commissioner Zucker Issue Renewed
Warning as Vaping-Associated Illnesses Continue to Climb
Nationwide 
September 20, 2019, Press Release: Gov. Cuomo and Health Commissioner Zucker 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Reports 530 Cases in 38 States with 8 Confirmed Deaths.
New York State's Reported Cases of Vaping-Associated Illnesses Increases to 81. New York State Health
Department Issues Updated Guidance for Health Care Providers...Both nationally and in New York, most
patients who have gotten sick have reported a history of using e-cigarette products containing THC. Many
patients have reported using THC and nicotine, and some have reported the use of e-cigarette products
containing only nicotine. The CDC reports 16% of its case patients are under the age of 18. In New York,
17% of our 81 reported cases are teenagers and 56% are under the age of 25...this week New York State
became the first state in the nation to ban flavored e-cigs and nicotine e-liquids...Retailers who violate the
ban will face fines of up to $2,000 per violation, which is defined as each unit of flavored e-liquid or product
containing e-liquid that is possessed, manufactured, sold or offered for sale in the state. 

Related article: Governor Cuomo Signs E-Cigarette Bill 
Source: New York State Senator Brad Hoylman's End of Summer Legislative Update email of 9/13/19 
Vaping is a national public health emergency, especially among teens who are getting hooked on nicotine at
alarming rates. This week, after news of a half dozen e-cigarette-related deaths, the Governor signed the bill
(S301A/A481) Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal and State Senator Brad Hoylman sponsored to include
electronic cigarettes and liquid nicotine in tobacco use and prevention programs throughout the state,
including school-based programs and marketing initiatives. Read more about the bill: https://www.nysenate.
gov/legislation/bills/2019/S301 

State Conversion Therapy Ban Will Persist as City Repeals 
Source: New York State Senator Brad Hoylman's End of Summer Legislative Update email of 9/13/19 
Legislation (S1046/A576) Sponsored this year in Albany by Assembly Member Glick and State Senator Brad
Hoylman gives New York State the strongest laws in the nation against so-called ‘conversion therapy’ being
performed on LGBTQ youth. So while the City Council is reconsidering its approach on the issue to avoid a
constitutional challenge, at the state level, LGBTQ kids will continue to protected from this barbaric and
fraudulent practice. Read more about the issue. 

Holding Landlords Accountable for Displaced Tenants 
Source: New York City Council Speaker Corey Johnson's email of 9/12/19 (Council District 3) 
This past month the New York City Council passed legislation that will significantly strengthen the ability of
the NYC Department of Housing Preservation & Development (HPD) to recover relocation expenses in cases
where a building owner’s negligence or failure to maintain a property results in tenant displacement. Between
January and July of 2019, the City issued 1,200 vacate orders impacting more than 2,400 housing units
across New York. Intro. 30-A, sponsored by Council Member Margaret Chin, establishes that the outstanding
charges resulting from relocation expenses incurred by HPD following the issuance of certain vacate orders
constitute a tax lien on a property. This change will enable HPD to more effectively pursue repayment of such
expenses. Read more about Intro 30-A.

Creating a Citywide Health Access Program 
Source: New York City Council Speaker Corey Johnson's email of 9/12/19 (Council District 3) 
At the August 14th Stated Meeting of the New York City Council, Speaker Corey Johnson, Health Committee
Chair Mark Levine, and Hospitals Committee Chair Carlina Rivera introduced legislation to create a citywide
health access program that would greatly increase access to care in the five boroughs, connecting all
participants to coordinated, personalized care in their communities. Intro. 1668 would require the City to
establish and maintain a health access program providing covered medical services and patient navigation at
“medical homes” in each community district. Medical homes are a model of providing care where participants
have a primary care physician and/or practitioner to develop, direct, and coordinate their course of care and
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health management, ensuring individuals have their medical needs met. The program will include facilities
operated by the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation as well as Federally Qualified Health
Centers. Each participant would be assigned a patient navigator to assist with coordinating care, accessing
medication, and understanding costs. There is no fee to participate in the program, though nominal fees may
be required for some services on a sliding scale, based on the participant’s ability to pay. These medical
homes would also ensure the provision of culturally competent care in every community district in the city,
available to individuals with or without insurance and regardless of immigration status. Providing such care is
not only humane, it also makes fiscal sense. Read more about Intro. 1668.

NYS legislation would ban untraceable 'ghost guns' 
September 19, 2019, newsday.com, by Yancey Roy and Zachary R. Dowdy 
ALBANY — They’re called “ghost guns” because they're untraceable and meant to evade current law.
Shipped to purchasers in pieces and without serial numbers, the guns can be assembled into a fully usable
firearm. And because the weapons are shipped unfinished, they skirt state and federal restrictions.
Anecdotally, law enforcement has said their presence appears to be on the rise.

(opinion) New York Must Pass the 'Rape is Rape' Bill 
September 10, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Dan Quart & Aravella Simotas, Dan Quart & Aravella Simotas
are members of the New York State Assembly representing parts of Manhattan and Queens, respectively.
(Quart is also a candidate for Manhattan District Attorney.) 
At the end of August, NBC New York ran a story about a young woman who was raped after going out to a
Manhattan bar. Despite the fact that she came forward, wanting justice to be done, the Manhattan District
Attorney refused to prosecute the case. When a reporter questioned his decision not to pursue charges, DA
Cyrus Vance’s staff shared a letter he wrote to Governor Andrew Cuomo insisting that he cannot bring forth
rape charges in cases in which victims were voluntarily intoxicated...Time and time again, law enforcement
fails survivors of sexual assault...A similar reluctance to evolve has pervaded the NYPD’s approach. Up until
this year, the NYPD was undercounting rape in New York City by as much as 38%...While the NYPD works to
implement a “victim-centered” approach – a result of a scathing city Department of Investigation inquiry that
found the Special Victims Division was undertrained and understaffed – the Legislature must do its part and
pass the Rape is Rape bill in January, when the next legislative session begins.

2019 Mayor’s Management Report Gives Snapshot of Government
Services, City Trends 
September 20, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth 
Mayor's Management Report: https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/
mmr2019/2019_mmr.pdf

Public service notice 

September is National Preparedness Month
7 Years After Sandy - Part I: Pieces In Place That Worked,
Rebuilding Efforts That Failed 
September 17, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Noah Berman

7 Years After Sandy - Part II: The City’s Limited Resiliency Efforts
Since 
September 18, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Noah Berman

7 Years After Sandy - Part III: Is the City's Emergency
Responsiveness Ready for Whatever Comes Our Way? 
September 19, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Joey Fox 
Forty-three. That’s how many people in New York City were killed from the immediate effects of Hurricane
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Sandy, nearly seven years ago. Most were due to drowning...The New York City Office of Emergency
Management, responsible for communication, evacuation, and coordination during storms, shouldered much
of the blame for Sandy’s disastrous impact. It was especially blamed for its procedures for lower-mobility
residents, like seniors and disabled people, who often had difficulty evacuating...Now called New York City
Emergency Management, NYCEM’s leadership has acknowledged mistakes from Sandy...Now, with another
Sandy anniversary approaching, NYCEM is displaying its many new and updated programs as evidence that
it has become smarter and more effective since the storm...One of the programs that NYCEM has
significantly expanded since 2012 is its Advance Warning System,  which provides special alerts for
organizations serving people with disabilities or other functional needs. Organizations that sign up for the
program, launched ten years ago, receive public preparedness emails or text messages in the event of an
emergency...Another program that has seen a major boost in reach since Sandy is Notify NYC, a public
communications service that texts subscribers emergency alerts specific to their zip code...The Community
Emergency Planning Toolkit, a customized guideline to help communities handle storm preparation, started in
2017...The High Water Mark Initiative, a series of signs showing what level Sandy’s storm surge reached to
increase awareness in vulnerable areas...Prep Talk, a podcast covering emergency management-related
topics, has had 36 episodes...

East Siders Will Rally Against East River Park Resiliency Plan 
September 16, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
The resiliency project has received enormous pushback since it would close the East River Park for
construction for three-and-a-half years.

Related article: East Side flood protection plan will get independent
review 
September 10, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Caroline Spivack 
The $1.3 billion plan to reshape a swath of lower Manhattan’s east side waterfront with flood protections will
get an independent review ahead of a pivotal land use vote. Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer and
City Councilmember Carlina Rivera announced Monday that they have heeded locals’ calls for an outside
expert to assess the East Side Costal Resiliency (ESCR) Project, hiring Hans Gehrels of the Dutch
environmental consulting group Deltares...The ESCR plan spans Montgomery Street to East 25th Street, with
the goal of adding flood protections to 2.4 miles of Manhattan’s shoreline. Originally, the city wanted to build
berms, floodgates, and other barriers along the FDR Drive with an estimated cost of $760 million. The new
plan moves those protections closer to the water and would raise the park, to the tune of $1.4 billion—just
shy of doubling the price tag. First Deputy Mayor Dean Fuleihan, who has led the charge to retool the
proposal, has touted the new version as “better [and] quicker,” and stresses that it allows the city to meet its
September 2022 deadline to spend federal recovery funds...Locals interested in submitting public comment
to Deltares can do so by emailing ESCR@manhattanbp.nyc.gov. 
 

Stories we are following

The tenant movement’s giant killer 
September 19, 2019, therealdeal.com, by Georgia Kromrei 
Cea Weaver, the operator who was instrumental in passing the landmark rent reform law, is just getting
started...Celia “Cea” Weaver was the only staff person hired by the tenant coalition, the Upstate/Downstate
Alliance, on a $45,000 nine-month contract. She shaped and executed the coalition’s strategy...Ultimately,
even as titans of the real estate industry begged Cuomo to intervene, Weaver decided the tenant coalition
would achieve a better deal without him...The governor was ultimately closed out of the negotiations over the
rent law, with the Assembly and Senate reaching a two-way deal. Instead of relying on lobbyists to compel
lawmakers, Weaver and the tenant coalition had set the stage for tenants to make their case directly. The
real estate industry never saw Weaver coming, partly because she prefers not to be the center of
attention...Weaver of course knew ...her ideological opponents, and exploited that knowledge to wage a more
effective campaign. She and the tenant coalition kept meticulous records of what landlords and their
advocates said in public to respond to their arguments...The coalition tracked electeds’ stances on the rent
law...the coalition is already moving to lay out their priorities for 2020. First on the list are the items the
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coalition failed to push through, including the elimination of Major Capital Improvements, “good cause”
eviction and legislation to end homelessness.  

When Prosecutors Bury NYPD Officers' Lies 
September 17, 2019, gothamist.com, by George Joseph and Ali Winston 
[A] review of numerous cases suggest internal systems to track police misconduct are haphazard at best,
and intentionally negligent at worst...NYPD Assistant Commissioner Devora Kaye said the department has
robust procedures for reviewing and vetting officer credibility issues...In a statement to The Appeal and
Gothamist/WNYC, Police Benevolent Association president Patrick Lynch denounced efforts by prosecutors
to develop databases on officer credibility. 

Inside Google’s Massive NYC Expansion 
September 17, 2019, ny1.com, by Michael Scotto 
Over the last decade, the technology sector has become a major force in New York's economy, turning the
city into a tech hub rivaling Silicon Valley. One of the companies anchoring that hub is Google, which keeps
expanding operations in Manhattan..."Our growth here has been slow and steady, and I would almost say it
was accidental," [William Floyd, Google's New York head of external affairs] says. "We started in 2000,
thinking we might have a business model based on advertising. That kind of took off." Google's founders
were initially skeptical they would be able to find the kind of engineers that were readily available in Silicon
Valley. But today, Google employs more than 7,000 people here, half of them engineers. Many have no
desire to work in California...Unlike Amazon, which tried to expand here publicly with huge tax breaks,
causing a huge backlash, Google has grown quietly and without any special taxpayer help...In total, Google
says it plans to spend $1 billion and double its local workforce to at least 14,000...But the company has
reached out to the community, opening a tech training center on Eighth Avenue and making donations to the
Fulton Houses. 

Consumer alerts and scams 

Social Security Administration (SSA) Scam Imposter Robocalls 
September 13, 2019, consumer.ftc.gov, by Jim Kreidler, Consumer Education Specialist, FTC 
There is a new twist on the Social Security Administration (SSA) scam recently. Check out this SSA imposter
robocall, which says your benefits will end. That’s not true. If you get a call like this, do not press 1. Instead,
just hang up and remember: Your Social Security number is not about to be suspended. The real Social
Security Administration will never call to threaten your benefits. The real SSA will never tell you to wire
money, send cash, or put money on a gift card. 
 

Our government representatives
When contacting your representative by email, be sure to state your address so that they know that you are a
constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites.

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org

Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org

NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077,
District2@council.nyc.gov

NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov
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NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-0580,
KPowers@council.nyc.gov

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300,
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov

Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with complaints
and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline: 212-669-7250,
email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov

Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message: https://www1.nyc.gov/office-
of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page

NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-490-
9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov

NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman,
212-633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov

NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart,
212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov

NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-
Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov

NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-
Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov

U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congrssional District:
https://maloney.house.gov, 212-860-0606, website contact form: https://maloney.house.gov/contact-
carolyn/email-me

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: www.schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form:
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: www.gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact
form: www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me

U.S. President Donald Trump: https://www.whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump, website contact form:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

 

 

 

If you are not a member 
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now

Join / Renew

 Donate

 Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

http://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers
mailto:KPowers@council.nyc.gov
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov
mailto:GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger
mailto:lkrueger@nysenate.gov
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-hoylman
http://hoylman@nysenate.gov/
https://www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart
mailto:quartd@nyassembly.gov
https://www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein
mailto:epsteinh@nyassembly.gov
https://www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried
mailto:GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov
https://maloney.house.gov/
https://maloney.house.gov/contact-carolyn/email-me
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
http://murrayhillnyc.org/join
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/donations/donate.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Donate
http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/murrayhillnyc/


And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc 
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 

 

You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. 
To be removed from this list, send an email to 

info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove” in the subject.

 

 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove

