
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the
News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2019. 

 

 

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column.

 

 

NOTICE TO MHNA MEMBERS: Our Membership personnel are changing, and you may
experience delays in receiving your Discount booklets when you join or renew your
membership. An up to date list of the discounts can be viewed on the MHNA website. If you
received an acknowledgement email when renewing or joining online, you can use it as proof of
membership. If you have any questions, please contact info@murrayhillnyc.org.

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

New
5th & MAD, 7 East 36th Street (between 5th & Madison Avenue), 212-725-
2353, 5thandMad.com, 10% discount when dining in, not to be combined with other offers,
excludes gratuity and taxes. 

 

Information that may be of interest...August 12, 2019

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/select_by_topic.cfm?Classification=report&topicID=457&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=discounts
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://5thandmad.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7+East+36th+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
http://5thandmad.com/


Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts 
General Discounts  

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information
about the MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association! 

Read our Privacy Statement 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICES
Temporary Bus stop Relocation on 3rd Avenue between
33rd & 34th Street  
Bus stop on 3rd Avenue between 33rd & 34th Street: A bus stop relocation is planned for mid-
August. The east lane of 3rd Avenue remains open until that time. All buses should still be
stopping at the normal location until the work begins in a few weeks. Once the NYC Department
of Design and Construction (DDC) work begins at that location, the DDC will be performing
infrastructure upgrades and making room for the new large water mains at that location through at
least the end of November. There will be clear signage directing people to the relocated bus stop
when the time comes.  
Con Ed has been working on their steam line in the second lane from the east curb, but that
should not interfere with bus operations. 

New Bike Lanes Coming to the FDR Drive Service Road 
Source: Community Board 6 August 2019 email 
The Department of Transportation has begun the installation of a two-way protected bike lane to
extend the Greenway north from East 25th Street to East 33rd Street. This project also includes
the creation of a shared use path for cyclists and pedestrians between East 33rd Street and East
34th Street, and an added painted island and curb extension at East 34th Street.

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
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http://www.amazon.com//ref=as_sl_pd_tf_lc?&tag=murrahillneig-20
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0


 

Cyclists and Pedestrians Blast New
Kips Bay Bike Lane 
August 9, 2019, ny1.com, by Spectrum News Staff
Manhattan 
NEW YORK - A new bike lane design in Kips Bay is raising
red flags among pedestrians and cyclists in the area. The
lanes are located at Waterside Plaza off the FDR Drive.
Crews began painting the green bike lanes last week,

reducing vehicle traffic to a single lane. North of the plaza, what used to be a footpath is now a
bike lane that pedestrians and cyclists are forced to share. Photo by NY1 (click the link to watch
the video)

 

MTA To Modernize 42nd Street Shuttle Line, Agency Says 
August 6, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel 
MIDTOWN MANHATTAN, NY — The MTA will begin work this month to renovate and modernize
one of the subway systems few crosstown routes in Manhattan, transit officials announced. The
42nd Street Shuttle line...between Times Square and Grand Central Terminal...will be made fully
accessible, easier to board and less crowded when a 3-year renovation is completed, MTA
officials said this month. Construction is expected to begin August 16 and end sometime in 2022. 
Shuttle service will still run between the city's busiest subway stations while construction is
ongoing, the MTA said. A multi-phase construction schedule will allow the line to operate with only
"minor" service reductions. Transit officials said that shuttle riders should expect to add a few
minutes to their commutes or consider using the 7 train as a replacement during construction... 
The line dates back to the original 1904 subway system and services about 100,000 riders per
day, with 10,000 of those rides occurring at peak hours. The line is a direct link between Times
Square and Grand Cenral subway stations, which are the city's two busiest stations with more
than 1 million combined daily passengers. 
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Murray Hill Photo Album
The UN, Turtle Bay, Tudor City and Murray Hill as seen from Roosevelt Island. Photo by Nancy
Idaka Sheran.

 

New York Blood Center – Blood Donors Needed 
Nearly 2,000 donations are needed each day in the New York area. Donated blood has a limited
shelf life and must be continually replenished to maintain a seven-day inventory, but blood
donations typically drop over the summer months, with schools out on break and families heading
out of town on vacation. New York Blood Center provides blood and services to hospitals across
the five boroughs, and we encourage everyone who can to donate and help shore up the blood
supply for patients in need. It only takes one hour to donate blood. Call 1-800-933-2566 or visit
www.nybc.org for more information.

 

Take the MHNA 2019 Annual Survey: Better Together 
Let us know what you think about Murray Hill and The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
programs. Your feedback helps us know what is important to you. It should only take a few
minutes of your time! We will not ask for or share any personal information. Survey results will
only be reported anonymously and in aggregate. Please take the survey only once. Take
survey: murrayhillnyc.org/survey. Survey closes August 31. Thank you! 

 

Thanks to those who already took the survey and indicated that you would like to volunteer. Some
of you did not provide an email address for us to respond to you. Please contact us at
info@murrayhillnyc.org if you have not heard from us.

 

http://www.nybc.org/
http://murrayhillnyc.org/survey
http://murrayhillnyc.org/survey
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Volunteer


Business News

Best Hiring Practices: What You Can and Can’t Ask a Job
Applicant 
July 18, 2019, sba.gov, by Barbara Weltman, Small Business Administration 
In the course of your search for your next employee there are federal and state rules you will want
to keep in mind...If you are in the market for a new employee, there are many considerations:
Does the applicant have the skills to do the job? Will he or she fit into your company culture? Can
you afford the cost of a potential new employee? Great questions to ask. But in the course of your
search for your next employee, be sure you don’t run afoul of federal and state rules. If you go
about it the wrong way, you not only can lose out on hiring the next best employee, but can be
exposed to possible legal action against you. Here are federal and state rules to observe so you
can hire wisely. 
Federal rules. Under various federal laws, it is illegal to discriminate against a job applicant
because of that person's race, color, religion, sex (including gender identity, sexual orientation,
and pregnancy), national origin, age (40 or older), disability, or genetic information. This ban on
discrimination translates into the following best hiring practices you need to observe. 
Job postings. You can’t advertise a preference that could discourage other classes of individuals
from applying for your position. For example, the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC) says a help-wanted ad that seeks recent college graduates" may
discourage people over 40 from applying and may violate the law. 
Recruitment. You can’t use recruitment practices that discriminate against any class of people.
The EEOC’s example: relying on word of mouth recruitment among mostly Hispanic workers if
this would result in all new hires being Hispanic. 
Screening. You can’t use testing or other screening methods that effectively discriminate against
a class of people. For example, it is illegal to make an inquiry about a person’s disability before
you make a job offer. Once this is done, you can ask the question so you can determine whether
any reasonable accommodations are needed. 
State rules. The rules on what you can and cannot ask job applicants varies greatly, and the
rules are changing rapidly. Check to see whether these rules apply in your state: 
Arrest and conviction. The majority of states have “ban-the-box” laws that prohibit employers
from making hiring decisions based on criminal records. However, the laws differ, with some
banning any inquiries about arrests and convictions, while others permitting requests for
information about recent felony convictions. You can find a listing from the National Employment
Law Project* of states, counties, and cities that have adopted ban-the-box. 
Salary history. More than half a dozen states and cities prohibit employers from inquiring about a
job applicant’s prior salary history. In other words, you must offer pay based on the job position;
this cannot be impacted by the salary that an applicant received for a prior job. 
Hair and hairstyle. California and New York passed legislation to ban discrimination based on an
applicant’s hair texture or style. New Jersey is considering similar legislation. 
Final thought. Review your current hiring policies to make sure you not only hire a diverse and
talented group of people, but also avoid any hiring missteps that violate federal and/or state law. If
you have questions, be sure to discuss them with an employment law attorney. 

As De Blasio Promises Paid Personal Time, Small Business
Owners Push Back 
July 26, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Caitlyn Rosen 
The City Council took steps Tuesday aimed at addressing what some have described as a crisis
of small business closures across the city. Passing a package of bills that now head to Mayor Bill

https://www.sba.gov/blog/best-hiring-practices-what-you-can-cant-ask-job-applicant
http://sba.gov/
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de Blasio for approval or veto, the Council is seeking to mandate more city outreach to small
business and studies of business closures. The legislation does not, however, directly address
concerns expressed by members of the business community about over-regulation. 
Under de Blasio and two different City Council classes, several major new mandates on
businesses have been passed, with another sweeping measure -- two weeks of mandated paid
personal time off -- now on the table... 
The Council on Tuesday passed Intro. 1471, a bill sponsored by Council Member Helen
Rosenthal that requires the Department of Small Business Services (SBS) to provide training and
education for small businesses; Intro. 1472, also sponsored by Council Member Rosenthal,
requires the Department of Finance to collect and publish data related to leases and vacancies on
the city’s commercial properties; and Intro. 1049, sponsored by Council Member Carlina Rivera,
requires SBS to, every three years, complete an assessment of the state of storefront businesses
in at least 20 of the city’s community districts in what some say would be the city’s first real survey
of storefronts...One of the other bills passed, Intro. 1467, would mandate creation of a website
that provides businesses with information about applicable laws and regulations...Small business
advocates said that the legislation passed this week is positive, but doesn’t accomplish enough,
and doesn’t address the main issue emanating from City Hall: overly-burdensome mandates. 

Grubhub will adjust policies amid meal-delivery maelstrom 
August 1, 2019, crainsnewyork.com, by Ryan Deffenbaugh 
The food-delivery giant announced in a blog post Thursday it will extend the time it gives
restaurant owners to dispute phone-order fees and will launch a website to help restaurants take
control of webpages previously created by Grubhub...As of May, Grubhub captured about 69% of
meal-delivery sales in New York City, according to data from Second Measure.

U.S. Small Business Administration Resources 
The Learning Center: Online Courses 
Market Research: https://www.sba.gov/course/market-research/ 
8 Ways to Find Your First Customers: https://www.sba.gov/blog/8-ways-find-your-first-customers 

Applications are now open for AMP NYC's Fall Cohort 
Small businesses in the media and entertainment space can now apply for AMP NYC
[Accelerator for Media Pros] to help expand their businesses. AMP NYC is a FREE three-month
accelerator program for media and entertainment companies looking to increase business,
elevate their brands, expand audience reach, and respond to rapidly changing shifts in the
market. The program includes one-on-one mentorship from leaders in the industry. The program
is a rigorous, three-month program running September to December that requires a minimum
three-hour time commitment on a weekly basis. Candidates must meet the following
requirements: Your business must target one of these three industry sectors within media and
entertainment: live events, marketing and advertising, media tech, business is based in New York
City and operating for more than one year, have at least two full-time employees (including the
business owners), annual revenue must be between $100,000 and $5 million. For more
information about the program:https://www1.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/article/accelerator-for-media-
pros-amp-nyc   

Grand Central Library Offers Single Stop Access to Benefits 
The Grand Central Library Single Stop Program can offer you free confidential assistance with
identifying and applying for benefits programs as well as referrals to services. They can help you
determine if you are eligible for a number of programs, including Food Stamps, Unemployment,
health insurance, lifeline free cell phone, free eye glasses, Senior Citizens Rent Increase
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Exemption / Disability Rent Increase Exemption, New York City School Tax Credit, Medicare
Savings Program, and many more. They can also assist with immigration applications and make
referrals for assistance obtaining Reduced Fare Metrocard, housing, legal assistance, free tax
preparation, haircuts, job training, emergency food and financial counseling. Hours are Monday to
Friday from 10am-6pm. Drop-ins are welcome or you can call 212-576-0024 or email
singlestop@nypl.org to make an appointment. 
at Grand Central Library 
135 East 46th Street, 2nd Floor 
 

Job Board
New York City Health+Hospitals Now Hiring! 
Source: Community Board 6 August 2019 email 
New York City Health+Hospitals is now hiring Neonatal Intensive Care Unit Nurses (NICU) for day
and night shifts at Bellevue Hospital. For more information on the position, please view the flyer
for the opening here. To apply for the opening, send your resume to nurses4nyc@nychhc.org with
the subject line of "NICU Nurse Bellevue."

Want to Join the Gig Economy? Join Census 
The U.S. Census Bureau is on the verge of becoming the largest gig employer next year. More
than 500,000 temporary and part-time jobs are available as the Census Bureau ramps up hiring
to conduct the 2020 Census next year. Hiring has begun for a variety of jobs including census
takers who visit homes and office workers who check home addresses among other things. Pay
ranges from $13 to $30 an hour, depending on where you live. The job of census taker, or
enumerator, is going high-tech for the 2020 Census. Gone are the days of lugging around big
bags of forms, manuals and maps and boxes of documents. Now, enumerators will use
smartphones and laptops to update addresses and help people respond to the census. Mapping
software developed by the Census Bureau will devise the best times to call on people at their
homes and best routes to reach them. For the first time, people can apply online to work for the
2020 Census. https://2020census.gov/en/jobs/job-details.html. The Census Bureau is looking for
people who speak non-English languages, and those who live in neighborhoods with large
immigrant populations so that “our census takers look like the neighborhood we’re counting.” The
2020 Census is a count of every person living in the United States on April 1, 2020, the official
Census Day.

Glick Park is Partially Reopened 
Source: Community Board 6 August 2019 email 
After a yearlong park reconstruction, Glick Park partially reopened on July 5th. The north and
south entrances to the park are still closed (the only entry way is through the 37th Street
underpass). The park is currently only open until 6:30 PM but normal hours will resume when the
park is fully reopened. During Hurricane Sandy, the park's electrical equipment was damaged.
Now that the electrical equipment is repaired and the last of the work is almost complete, you can
enjoy views of the East River between East 36th and East 38th Streets again.

mailto:singlestop@nypl.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/135+East+46th+Street,+2nd+Floor?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:nurses4nyc@nychhc.org
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/08/want-to-join-gig-economy-join-census.html
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs/job-details.html


 

Bike Safety 
Source: Community Board 6 August 2019 email 
In the first seven months of 2019, motorists have killed 18 cyclists, up from 10 cyclist deaths in all
of 2018. The City Council has passed Intro. 1457 which, when it goes into effect in the Fall, will
allow cyclists to follow pedestrian signals instead of traffic signals, giving them a few seconds'
head start before parallel traffic proceeds in the hopes that this will make cyclists more visible to
turning vehicles. 
CB6 has and will continue to advocate for the implementation of protected bike lanes in our
community district and citywide. There are several resources cyclists can consult to learn more
about best practices for biking safely, as well as resources drivers can consult to make sure that
they drive safely: 
At Bike New York, you can find classes on practicing rules of the road, commuting, on-street
riding, and bike path riding for adults.  
The NYC Department of Transportation (DOT) has a number of bicycle safety resources, which
you can find here. 
DOT also has safety tips for drivers, including on how drivers can be aware of their surroundings. 
DOT has numerous safety education programs for all types of New Yorkers--drivers, cyclists, and
pedestrians alike. 

Changes in the neighborhood

Midtown Street Vendors Demand City Remove Cart-Blocking
Planters  
August 5, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel 
Planters bolted into the sidewalk on Broadway between West 31st and 32nd Street have
displaced vendors and put others at risk of fines.
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Improving Quality of Life Near the Queens Midtown Tunnel 
Source: Council Member Keith Powers email of July 29, 2019, Summer 2019 News 
The area around the Queens Midtown Tunnel has consistently experienced severe traffic
congestion and noise issues. MTA Bridges and Tunnels, which oversees the Queens Midtown
Tunnel, recently began construction work on the tunnel entrances and exit streets. This work will
focus on rehabilitating the sidewalks, walls, and masonry of the entrance and exit streets and will
begin on Tunnel Entrance Street between East 40th and East 39th Streets. Once this block is
completed, the work will progress south toward the tunnel. While this work will provide much-
needed improvements to the entrance and exit streets, it is important that it is done in a way that
minimizes the impact to an area already overwhelmed by traffic and noise. My office has been in
close touch with MTA Bridges and Tunnels to discuss the anticipated impacts of the tunnel
upgrade project and to get a clearer timeline for its completion. To manage the project’s effects on
traffic, my office has asked the NYPD to provide additional traffic agent coverage in the areas
affected by this construction.

2019 Bryant Park Painters in Residence Chosen 
August 7, 2019 
Two artists have been chosen for the 2019 Bryant Park Painter in Residence program, and each
will work al fresco at the park for two-week intervals, adding to Bryant Park's ever-growing trove
of visual representations of the park. The first artist, working from August 19–30, is Mark Seely.
Mr. Seely is based in Berkeley, CA., and is equally adept at painting objects, landscapes, and
people. His work has been exhibited at an impressive number of spaces in the Bay Area, Arizona,
Canada, and Australia. The second artist, working from September 2–13, is Elisabeth Larson
Kohler. After earning a BA in Linguistics and a BFA in Painting and Drawing at the University of
Washington in Seattle, Ms. Kohler studied at the Jerusalem Studio School in Israel. She then
taught at the Lynden Art Center in Lynden, WA. Her work has been shown at galleries and shows
in Washington, Pennsylvania, and Israel. 

Murray Hill in the news

Fire Breaks Out In High-Rise Near Grand Central: FDNY 
August 9, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
A fire broke out at an East Midtown landmarked high-rise building near Grand Central Friday
morning, an FDNY spokesperson said. The fire broke out on the second floor of the building in an
electrical closet at the 31-story landmarked Graybar building, located at 420 Lexington Ave. near
Grand Central, the FDNY said. No injuries were reported.

Man Struck, Killed By Train At Bryant Park Station, MTA
Says 
August 6, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel 
A man died Tuesday evening after being hit by a train at the 7 train station underneath Bryant
Park, transit officials announced. The man, who could not be identified, was hit by a southbound
train at the Fifth Avenue and East 42nd Street station at about 5:30 p.m. EMS pronounced the
man dead at the scene...Investigators believe the victim may have been homeless, police sources
said.
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Man Jumps To Death From Midtown Rooftop Bar, Police Say 
July 31, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel 
The 21-year-old man fell 16 stories from Henry's Rooftop Bar at the Roger Smith Hotel on
Lexington Avenue between East 47th and 48th streets, police said. EMS pronounced the man
dead at the scene around 9:30 p.m., said police. Police are investigating the death as a suicide. 
If you you are in crisis and thinking of harming yourself please call the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK (8255), or contact the Crisis Text Line by texting TALK to
741741.

NYC Colleges Make Princeton Review's 'Best' List  
August 9, 2019, patch.com, by Adam Nichols 
The Princeton Review has released its annual list of the nation's 385 best colleges, and a dozen
from New York City made the grade...[including] 
New York City University of New York - Baruch College 
(Also ranked in these categories: Got Milk?; Scotch and Soda, Hold the Scotch; College City Gets
High Marks; Don't Inhale; Stone-Cold Sober Schools; Least Beautiful Campus.) 

The I in We How did WeWork’s Adam Neumann turn office
space with “community” into a $47 billion company? Not by
sharing. 
June 10, 2019, nymag.com, by Reeves Wiedeman 
WeWork lost $1.9 billion last year. But WeWork has already reshaped the commercial real-estate
world, and it has its eyes on the rest of our lives...[Adam Neumann, one of WeWork’s founders]
finally found a partner whose ambition matched his own. Masayoshi Son, the head of SoftBank, a
Japanese conglomerate, had overnight gone from being a minor player in the venture-capital
world to investing more money in start-ups than many VCs could hope to invest in their lifetimes:
In 2016, SoftBank had launched the Vision Fund, a $100 billion investment fund backed primarily
by $45 billion from the Saudi Arabian government, which needed a place to park its money. The
Vision Fund began making enormous bets on Uber, Slack, DoorDash, and dozens of other
companies, employing a strategy that has come to be known, with some derision, as
“blitzscaling”: pumping up a company to a market-dominating size as fast as possible, without
worrying about profit...(The company will eventually move into the old Lord & Taylor flagship on
Fifth Avenue, which it recently bought.) ...Building community is what WeWork has always
promised, and its pitch to large corporations is not just hip design and flexible leasing terms but
what WeWork calls its “WeOS,” referring to its expertise in helping companies optimize both
space and overall culture...But in dozens of interviews, current and former WeWork employees
and executives questioned whether the company’s culture is itself one worth
spreading...Employees say turnover at the company has been dizzying. Multiple people told me
Neumann has expressed a desire to turn over 20 percent of WeWork’s staff every year...
Especially at the top, WeWork looked to some like a boys’ club... 
During the dot-com boom, a company called Regus became a stock-market darling by offering
similar but much blander flexible offices. In 2000, Fast Company published a story about Regus
titled “Office of the Future,” highlighting its efforts to bring “community” to the workplace. But the
bubble burst and Regus went bankrupt. The company recovered and rebranded as IWG, but its
existence presents another conundrum for WeWork. IWG currently has roughly 3,000 locations
and 2.5 million customers worldwide, numbers that dwarf WeWork’s. IWG is profitable and now
has a hipper, WeWork-ish offering. It is publicly traded and worth around $3 billion...But many,
too, have begun to wonder what can explain the $44 billion in valuation difference between
WeWork and IWG...
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Traffic, transportation & parking
City plan to ban cars on 14th Street is on hold — again 
August 9, 2019, nypost.com, by David Meyer 
Manhattan Supreme Court Judge Troy K. Webber on Friday issued a stay on the project, delaying
its launch just days before it was about to proceed... 
Webber’s injunction came after block associations in the West Village and Chelsea appealed
Judge Eileen Rakower’s Tuesday ruling that allowed the plan to proceed.

Related article: Busway On 14th St Comes Monday After City
Clears Legal Hurdle 
August 7, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
The 18-month pilot program would only allow for trucks and buses along 14th Street between
Third and Eighth avenues from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Private vehicles could turn onto 14th Street for
pick-ups and drop-offs, though would have to turn right off the street at the next opportunity.

Make Suggestions for Locations of Electric Vehicle
Charging Stations 
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin – August 2019 
The NYC Department of Transportation is working in partnership with Con Edison to install 120
level 2 electric vehicle charging ports at curbside locations across the five boroughs, in
collaboration with community stakeholders. These level 2 chargers provide a full charge in 4 to 8
hours. The chargers will be in place for four years as part of a demonstration project, which will
include an evaluation. They have a public portal for people to find out further info on these two
pilot initiatives and to suggest locations for EV chargers: nycdotprojects.info/project-
updates/where-would-you-see-curbside-ev-chargers-show-us.

'Treacherous' Murray Hill Bike Lane Eyed For Improvements 
August 1, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
MURRAY HILL, NY — A stretch of a bike lane along First Avenue is "treacherous" for cyclists, a
local politician eyeing the area for improvement said. Councilmember Keith Powers, who
represents Murray Hill, is looking into ways to improve the stretch of bike lane in the wake of an
uptick in cyclist deaths and plans to add more bike lanes...Cycling north along First Avenue, the
avenue's green-painted protected bike lane dumps cyclists in between two lanes of traffic along a
white-painted bike lane [in the low 40s]...Powers, who has also biked there between his
apartment and district office, "witnessed a car driving in the bike lane, almost running over the
cyclist that was operating as designed," he said. 
Powers' office is looking into ways to improve the bike lane and plans to reach out to the
Department of Transportation, his office said. A DOT spokesperson said the department "is
looking for opportunities to improve bike lane designs where feasible."

Related article: WATCH: Patch Takes Death-Defying Ride On
NYC's Clogged Bike Lanes 
August 4, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar

Subway saboteur strikes again, arrested Friday for ‘surfing’ 
August 3, 2019, nypost.com, by Kenneth Garger 
Accused subway saboteur Isaiah Thompson — who authorities say has caused more than 700
commute-crushing delays since March by pulling train brakes — was arrested again on Friday for
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yet another transit-related incident, police said. Thompson, 23, turned himself into police following
his latest suspected stunt on Wednesday, where he was seen “subway surfing” outside a
northbound 5 train between the Brooklyn Bridge City Hall and Union Square stops, cops said.

Families for Safe Streets offers Support to Families of Crash
Victims 
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin – August 2019 
Everyone who has been the victim of traffic violence can reach out to Families for Safe Streets for
support, guidance and/or the opportunity to turn grief into action. To speak to someone from
Families for Safe Streets, to register for a meeting or request a peer mentor, please call (844)
FSS-PEER, email or visit familiesforsafestreets.org. All support services are offered at no charge.

NYC Extends Uber Cap, Moves To Limit 'Cruising' 
August 7, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar 
The Taxi and Limousine Commission unanimously approved rules that will extend a freeze on
most new for-hire vehicles, set limits on how long drivers can spend waiting around for fares in
Manhattan's core and impose fines on companies that violate those restrictions. 
The vote came almost exactly a year after the City Council passed legislation to stanch the flow of
app-based cars onto the city's clogged streets, a measure that officials say is still necessary to
keep powerful companies such as Uber and Lyft in check...Uber pointed to complaints from
drivers that continuing the vehicle freeze would force them to lease licensed cars instead of
owning their own, which is generally less expensive...The regulations will still allow Uber, Lyft and
other ride-hailing firms to add wheelchair-accessible and battery-powered electric cars to their
fleets...By Feb. 1 of next year, the four major ride-hailing firms — Uber, Lyft, Via and Juno — must
ensure working drivers have their cars empty no more than 36 percent of the time while in
Manhattan below 96th Street. The threshold will drop to 31 percent on Aug. 1 of next year.

Related article (opinion) Appy medium: The Taxi & Limousine
Commission is right to keep a cap on app-car growth in
place 
August 6, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Daily News Editorial Board 
The TLC’s new rules, coming after a thorough study, maintain the pause on the growth of app
cars imposed last summer. Contrary to predictions, that didn’t result in longer wait times or people
losing their ride. TLC says it’ll raise the cap if service suffers. 
Limiting empty cars in the core of Manhattan is also sane. App cars account for almost 30% of all
traffic below 60th St., outnumbering even yellows — and 41% of those app cars are empty at any
given time (by comparison, there are just 13,587 yellows, 2,000 of which are mothballed). The
new rules require no more than 31% of them to cruise empty in the zone.

Related article (opinion) NYC’s bid to limit Uber is starting to
recreate the taxi-medallion system 
July 31, 2019, nypost.com, by Post Editorial Board 
The city’s efforts to rein in Uber, Lyft and other rideshare services are starting to recreate the old
yellow-cab-medallion system — at the drivers’ expense...It turns out that the cap has created (at
least temporarily) a market where would-be new drivers have to pay for the right to work. Now, on
top of getting the special driver’s license for this work and passing the TLC’s background checks
and spending for a vehicle, you have to pay somebody who already owns a TLC for-hire
certificate.
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City Officials Debate What To Do About Taxi Medallion Debt
Crisis 
July 26, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Joey Fox 
As a New York Times two-part investigation published in May revealed, the TLC ignored warning
signs of a highly inflated medallion market (the city sells taxi medallions and sets baseline prices
for auction) and risky lending practices, leaving many medallion owner stranded in colossal debt
when the market collapsed. A wave of suicides among driver-owners, along with the Times'
series, has elevated the discussion to emergency status. 
But, as policymakers, drivers, and others have been asking, should the city itself be responsible
for forgiving the debt? What is the best path for helping driver-owners get out from under their
loans?

This Startup Wants to Tame the Chaos of City Street Parking 
August 3, 2019, wired.com, by Aarian Marshall 
CurbFlow is building what founder Ali Vahabza deh calls “an air traffic control tower for city curb
space.”...Businesses are getting sick of it. Residents are getting sick of it. Cities are definitely
getting sick of it—and, because it’s impossible to track the comings and goings of every vehicle in
every parking spot, they don’t know the extent of the problem or who’s causing it. “There’s a
recognition that someone has to do something,” says Alex Engel, who heads communica tions at
the National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO). CurbFlow is one of a few curb-
focused groups—along with Alphabet’s Coord and NACTO’s SharedStreets—that believes it has
part of a solution: reorganizing and eventually finding ways to dynamically charge companies for
curb space...New York City is also testing a program that reserves some residential parking
spaces for unloading trucks and taxi and ride-hail pick-ups and drop-offs. The results do not
always make residents—especially those accustomed to free and nearly unlimited parking for
their own cars—very happy. “We’ve been ignored and disrespected,“ one resident told the New
York Daily News this week. “It’s unconscionable.” 

Affordability 

Rare 'Affordable' Chelsea Homes Open To People Making
Up To $138K 
August 5, 2019, patch.com, By Sydney Pereira 
Seventeen apartments in Chelsea hit the housing lottery for people with an annual income
between $40K and $138K...The apartments are located in a newly constructed apartment building
dubbed Flow Chelsea, at 211 West 29th St. between Seventh and Eighth avenues...The deadline
to apply is August 22: https://a806-housingconnect.nyc.gov/nyclottery/lottery.html#current-
projects

Rent Guidelines Board Decision 
Source: Council Member Keith Powers email of July 29, 2019, Summer 2019 News 
In June, the Rent Guidelines Board held its annual vote on increases for lease renewals in rent-
stabilized apartments. The neighborhoods I represent contain vastly different populations, but
they all have a great need for more affordable housing. This year, I once again requested a rent
freeze on one or two year leases...Ultimately, the Board ruled that lease renewals issued between
October 1, 2019, and September 30, 2020, for rent stabilized apartments will have increases of
1.5% for a one year renewal and 2.5% for a two year renewal. You can read my testimony to the
Rent Guidelines Board here: https://council.nyc.gov/keith-powers/wp-content/uploads/
sites/64/2019/07/RGB-Testimony-2019_K.-Powers.pdf.
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NY ABLE Helps People with Disabilities and Their Families
Cover Costs 
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin – August 2019 
The NY ABLE (Achieving a Better Life Experience) program is a tax-advantaged savings plan
administered by the Office of the New York State Comptroller and is designed to help individuals
with disabilities maintain their health, independence and quality of life without risking their
Supplemental Security Income, Medicaid and other means-based benefits. If you know someone
who is living with a disability or is caring for a loved one with a disability, please encourage them
to visit www.mynyable.org or call 1-855-5NY-ABLE to learn more about opening an account. 

Preservation, landmarks & zoning
Construction Begins At 21-Story Union Square Tech Hub 
August 6, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
Despite preservationists' criticism, Councilmember Carlina Rivera...emphasized the Tech Hub will
connect low-income communities of color with technology training resources. Preservationist
group Greenwich Village Society for Historical Preservation has long been critical of the project.
Its director...[Andrew] Berman also advocated for nearly 200 buildings to be landmarked to
prevent buildings like this from being erected south of Union Square, though ultimately, the city's
Landmarks Preservation Commission designated seven, including Strand Bookstore, under
negotiations with Rivera. Rivera is also pushing to change zoning rules so that future hotels
require a special permit in the area, which has not yet come to fruition. Berman said Monday,
"The majority of this project is purely for-profit commercial office space being built on highly
valuable public land for a song, when other bidders on the project would have included more
public space and benefits and not required the commercial upzoning so opposed by the
neighborhood." The project is expected to be complete in 2020.

Closing Remaining Mechanical Void Loopholes 
Source: Council Member Keith Powers email of July 29, 2019, Summer 2019 News 
Last month, the City Council voted to limit the size of large mechanical voids, addressing a
notorious loophole exploited by developers. Mechanical voids are uninhabitable spaces and floors
in buildings that are intended to hold mechanical equipment. Previously, developers of luxury
residential towers would add excessive and unwarranted mechanical voids to boost the height,
and thus, the value of their residential units. However, due to our new regulation, mechanical
voids greater than 25 feet in height will be included in floor area limitations within specific dense
residential areas of the city. While I was glad the Council played a strong role in addressing this
issue, it became clear how many other loopholes remain following that process. I believe that
thoroughly addressing these weaknesses in our zoning code would strengthen our ability to
balance the interest of developers and neighbors, which is why I submitted testimony to
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer sharing the following recommendations to address
outstanding loopholes:  Expand [the definition of] mechanical voids to cover both enclosed and
unenclosed voids, Include the Midtown Special District, Include all towers with residential
use, Prohibit zoning lot gerrymandering. I look forward to the City Planning Commission (CPC)
continuing to address these voids.

Two Bridges Falling Down as Judge Knocks LES Towers
Plan 
August 1, 2019, thecity.nyc, by Rachel Holliday Smith 
A court ruling halted plans for three waterfront towers on the Lower East Side — and will force the
megadevelopment known as Two Bridges to go through a lengthy public review. In a slap to the
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Department of City Planning and the project’s developers, Manhattan Supreme Court Judge
Arthur Engoron nullified a prior approval of plans for buildings ranging from 70 to 100 stories. He
said no permits should be issued and no construction should begin before the development goes
through a months-long zoning review...Without that public scrutiny, known as the Uniform Land
Use Review Procedure (ULURP), “a community will be drastically altered without having had its
proper say”.

Schools 

NYC families rely on libraries to combat summer learning
loss after months of city budget uncertainty 
July 26, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Zipporah Osei 
Mayor Bill de Blasio has routinely warned of funding cuts to traditional camps, and the risk arose
again this spring, creating uncertainty around just what resources will be available to families,
turning libraries into a crucial alternative.

‘Food is love’: Council speaker unveils multi-pronged plan
to increase food equity 
August 1, 2019, brooklyneagle.com, by Meaghan McGoldrick 
City Council Speaker Corey Johnson...joined Councilmember Rafael Espinal at P.S./I.S. 89,
Cypress Hill Community School — the first in Brooklyn to have its own rooftop community garden
— to announce a multi-pronged plan of policy proposals to combat food inequity, as outlined in a
new report. 
Johnson’s plan also builds upon already successful initiatives like Health Bucks, nutrition-based
curriculum, and the remodeled cafeterias...The council also hopes to better address college
student hunger, Johnson said, stressing that a recent survey of 22,000 CUNY students across 19
campuses found that 48 percent of participants said they experienced food insecurity in the
previous 30 days. The term is used to describe a lack of access to affordable, healthy
food...“Over one million New Yorkers are food-insecure,” Johnson stressed. Approximately 1.54
million New Yorkers rely on SNAP — the country’s primary food support program...

Union members approve a contract deal that includes
massive raises for some pre-K teachers 
August 2, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Christina Veiga 
The deal with District Council 1707’s Local 205 significantly boosts salaries for about 300
teachers who work in publicly funded but independently run programs, bringing them on-par with
starting salaries for public school teachers.

Hackers’ Latest Target: School Districts 
July 28, 2019, nytimes.com, by Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs 
Schools handle a lot of personal data and may not have strong technology teams, leaving them
vulnerable to attacks, experts say...Many kinds of public institutions have been hit with
ransomware attacks in recent years, but school districts are proving to be particularly enticing to
hackers.  

Government, legislation, rules, policies (including pending)
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Cuomo signs law barring discrimination based on religious
attire or facial hair 
August 9, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Denis Slattery 
Known as the “Religious Garb Bill,” the measure puts the onus on an employer to show that
appearance, such as facial hair, or the wearing of religious items, such as turbans, yarmulkes or
hijabs, would present a hazard or prevent a worker from doing his or her job.

Cuomo signs law protecting privacy of sex crime victims 
August 1, 2019, nypost.com, by Bernadette Hogan 
Victims of human trafficking, stalking and sexual offenses gain additional protections under
legislation signed into law by Gov. Andrew Cuomo Thursday that conceals their addresses from
preying perps. The state’s “Address Confidentiality Program” already protects domestic violence
victims by giving state-provided substitute addresses for all work, home or school
addresses...Daivd Hoovler, the newly elected president of the state District Attorneys Association,
said the law is a welcome “rollback” of a criminal justice overhaul the governor and legislature
approved earlier this year. The changes require prosecutors to turn over evidence like addresses,
witness and victim names. The law takes effect in three months. 

New York state bans schools from arming teachers 
August 1, 2019, silive.com, by Annalise Knudson 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed a bill on Wednesday that will ban schools from arming teachers,
administration and any other non-security staff. The legislation, which takes effect immediately,
limits an education institution’s ability to authorize any person who isn’t primarily employed as a
school resource officer, law enforcement officer or security guard to carry a firearm on school
grounds.

Cuomo signs additional gun control measures into law 
July 30, 2019, buffalonews.com, by Tom Precious 
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, suddenly clearing his desk of pending gun control measures, on
Tuesday signed two new bills into law, including a ban on the possession or sale of weapons that
are undetectable by metal detectors. The governor has now signed four new gun control laws in
the past 24 hours. 
On Tuesday, the governor approved new penalties against gun owners – with children under age
16 living in the household – who do not safely store or disarm their weapons. The measure, which
received final passage by the Legislature on March 4, was sponsored by Sen. Liz Krueger, a
Manhattan Democrat, and Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, a Westchester County Democrat. 
The other legislation Cuomo signed makes it a crime to make, sell, transport or possess any
firearms whose major components are undetectable by X-rays, portable pulsed X-ray generators,
metal detectors or magnetometer. The law targets weapons such as those made by a 3-D printing
process...On Monday, Cuomo signed two bills lawmakers passed in January: enacting a state
ban on use of rapid-fire bump stock devices on firearms and extending the waiting period for gun
purchases in certain instances.

Cuomo Signs Bill Decriminalizing Marijuana 
July 29, 2019, spectrumlocalnews.com, by Nick Reisman 
A bill that decriminalizes marijuana [use] and creates a system for expunging records was signed
into law Monday by Governor Andrew Cuomo. The new law is set to take effect in 30 days...The
measure reduces the penalty for possession of marijuana under two ounces in addition to
expunging convictions.
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(opinion) A Chore We Must Do: Over-Hauling Private Waste
Management in New York City 
(opinion) August 1, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Carol Kellermann, president of Citizens Budget
Commission from 2008 through 2018 
Environmental advocates and labor unions are dissatisfied with New York City’s system of
collecting garbage from commercial establishments. Unlike waste from residences, including
apartment buildings, which is collected by the city’s Department of Sanitation, waste from office
buildings, retail businesses, and restaurants is collected by for-hire companies that charge their
customers fees for the service. 
Environmentalists decry the traffic and pollution caused by multiple different waste collection
companies’ trucks driving all over the city on uncoordinated routes and schedules. Labor unions
are concerned about the reliance of many of the smaller waste-haulers on non-unionized workers
with low salaries, no benefits, and relatively little in the way of safety protections. These concerns
were highlighted by fatal crashes that led to the shutdown of one waste hauling company...CBC
[Citizens Budget Commission] noted that the high number of private carters (as many as 250 in
2014, including those that handle only special types of waste such as construction and medical)
has kept collection prices low and minimized corruption, but a more efficient zoned system would
minimize congestion and greenhouse gas emissions...In November 2018, after two years of study
and consultation with stakeholders, the Department of Sanitation released a reform plan that
largely reflects CBC’s recommendations...The City Council Sanitation Committee chair, Antonio
Reynoso...has taken the lead on CWZs [ Commercial Waste Zone] by introducing legislation to
create franchise zones. His bill provides for only one franchisee per zone. The enviro/labor
groups are pleased, but the business community is very concerned about the prospect of
dramatically increased waste collection fees and a loss of customer choice...The Department of
Sanitation’s proposal to allow several franchisees per zone would give businesses some price
and quality leverage to select among a few competitor vendors. It would enable some of the
smaller waste haulers to remain in business while elevating the quality of equipment and safety of
the industry citywide.

Public Hearings improve government transparency and
provide opportunities for the public to express their views 
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin – August 2019 
When I first got to Albany one of the things that struck me was the lack of public hearings on bills
that were coming before the Senate. That has begun to change...The hearings held by the
Democratic Conference this year have improved government transparency and provided New
Yorkers with the opportunity to discuss important issues directly with their elected officials.

Taxes & budget
NYC’s rainy day fund could be in danger 
August 7, 2019, nypost.com, by Julia Marsh 
The budget surplus plummeted by $355 million over the past year from $4.221 billion to $4.576
billion, according to City Comptroller Scott Stringer. Those funds go into the city’s budget
cushion...

Ballooning Property Taxes Cripple NYC Businesses As
Rents Drop 
July 28, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar 
City officials have sounded the alarm about rising rents but stayed relatively quiet about how
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property taxes burden small businesses. 
Natasha Amott used to have three well-known boutiques packed with cooking supplies...Now her
Whisk empire is down to a single store...a less familiar factor — one partly in the city's control —
forced Amott to give up on Whisk's Flatiron location just last month: Rising property taxes. 
Amott was on the hook for 30 percent of the annual increase in her landlord's property tax bill
under a common provision in commercial leases. That cost started at about $10,000 in the first
year of her lease, which she signed in 2012, but ballooned to more than $54,000 last year — a
jump she said no one saw coming.

(opinion) What Blas won’t tell Dems: His spending in NYC is
killing the middle class 
August 4, 2019, nypost.com, by Nicole Gelinas 
At Wednesday’s Democratic debate, Mayor Bill de Blasio promised that when he is president —
ha! — “we will tax the hell out of the wealthy.” It’s New York, though, that is the tax hellscape. Not
so much for the super-rich, who can make a rational decision whether to pay high taxes or leave,
but for middle-class and working-class folks who are stuck here. 
Hizzoner ran for his first term promising a tax hike on the 1 percent, yes, but Gov. Andrew Cuomo
wouldn’t let him, hardly a great sign that a President de Blasio could get Congress to agree.
Nope, New York’s income taxes were high, and progressive, before de Blasio. The top city rate —
nearly 3.9 percent of income, plus state and federal taxes of between 44 and 46 percent —
applies to people making more than half a million dollars a year...That’s because, contrary to the
mayor’s rhetoric for national audiences, de Blasio’s goal isn’t to reduce inequality but to monetize
it...Profane threats to tax rich people aren’t working. New York’s next mayor may think of more
constructive approaches. 
A good start would be doubling the sales-tax exemption on clothing, which hasn’t kept up with
inflation, and creating exemptions for people buying books, computers and other educational and
day-to-day items. 
The city needs to redesign its property-tax system from scratch, favoring full-time occupied
housing — whether rented or owned by the occupant...

THE NEXT 3 ARTICLES ARE A DEEP DIVE INTO NYC PROPERTY TAXES

An Old, Unfair System: New York City’s Property Tax
Conundrum - Part I 
August 1, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth 
In May 2018, after years of criticism that New York City’s property tax system lacks equity, Mayor
Bill de Blasio and City Council Speaker Corey Johnson announced they would empanel a
commission of “blue chip” experts to explore the issue. Its tasks are to examine everything from
the way different property values are assessed to relief for vulnerable homeowners, solicit input
from the public and specialists, and make recommendations for reform. Because of the laws and
practices governing New York property taxes, the recommendations will inevitably include some
changes that can be enacted by the city and others that would require action in Albany...The
commission was tasked with an important constraint: make recommendations...without changing
the city’s bottom line -- in other words, to make sure that a new property tax system would
continue to provide city government with its single largest revenue stream...The property tax
system impacts homeowners and renters, landlords and developers -- virtually every one of the
city’s 8.5 million residents...One of the central problems is the vast under-assessment of many
owner-occupied cooperatives and condominiums, which have experienced sweeping growth in
property values over the past two decades...Another problem is the labyrinth of abatements,
rebates, caps, and phase-ins that obscure the causes of rising property taxes, making them hard
for residents to trace and understand...Yet the owners...often say they feel pressure from rising
property taxes year after year and are seeking relief...The...system, in a nutshell, is one where
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one- to three-family homes, which are more often occupied by their owner, are assessed based
on the comparable sales prices of the property, while commercial and rental properties are
assessed based on the income those businesses could generate. One catch to this...is that co-
ops and condos...are assessed on the income that would be made if they were rental apartments,
rather than the sales prices of owner-occupied homes most observers say they more closely
resemble. Another has been the caps on how much the assessed value of a home can increase,
which more recently has led to owners of homes in booming neighborhoods paying relatively low
property taxes compared to other homeowners in more economically stagnant parts of the city.

An Old, Unfair System: New York City’s Property Tax
Conundrum - Part II - Deep and Complex Inequities 
August 2, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth 
The rising value of a homeowner’s property can belie the struggle they may face to stay afloat
and keep their homes when property tax payments also climb. For those who own rental property,
when the tax burden goes up it is often passed on to renters in the form of higher rents and fees
on apartments that are not rent-regulated...On the table are...the way different properties are
classified and assessed by the state, how statutory restrictions on tax rate growth interact with
market forces, and how the city sets the tax rate...[T]he current system divides properties into four
classes, each to be assessed and taxed differently. Statutory caps are in place to ensure property
taxes payments remain stable even if market values jump. To help account for variables like
income, location, and the condition of housing, tax abatements and rebates are available. As a
result of the classification regime’s disparate assessment methods, discrepancies exist among
residential properties, with cooperatives and condominiums greatly undervalued for tax purposes
compared to other homes despite at times being worth far more...Legislators in 1981 created a
system that would benefit small home owners [one- to three-family homes] by placing them in
Class 1, maintaining the relatively low assessment rates they had enjoyed for so long, while
leaving commercial properties, including apartment buildings, in Class 2 with a larger share of the
levy...lawmakers placed co-ops and condos into Class 2 and inserted language into the state law
requiring they be assessed on the net income they would earn as rentals, as opposed to their
sales value...For Class 2, city finance officials compare co-op values to the income of nearby
rental properties, vastly undervaluing what the property would be worth if sold. Because of the
age and location of many co-ops, their taxes are often assessed based on comparisons to rent-
regulated buildings, exacerbating the value discrepancy...To maintain their profit margin, landlords
often redistribute the tax burden to tenants (the same is true for commercial tenants, which can
put a strain on small business)...Homeowners who pay a significant portion of their income in
property taxes and cannot immediately benefit from the rising value of their homes without selling
them, are also put in a precarious situation as taxes rise annually and the costs of maintaining
aging housing stack up... 
Some advocates have proposed what are known as “circuit breakers” to deal with property tax
burdens on lower-income New Yorkers. A circuit breaker essentially provides a tax rebate for
lower-income property owners by reducing state income taxes if property taxes exceed a certain
proportion of income, or simply by capping property taxes as a percentage of income...But
mechanisms like circuit breakers...also contribute to the opacity of the system -- one of the main
problems the Commission aims to address...But exemptions and other forms of relief are popular
among property owners in distress and are something that can be enacted by the city, making
them attractive to local politicians... Changes in state and local tax deductions from Washington,
D.C. last year mean taxpayers who itemize their deductions may no longer be able to deduct the
amount of their property taxes from their federal taxes...[Council Member] Borelli has called for
the Legislature to at least change the law so that caps reset when a house changes hands.

An Old, Unfair System: New York City's Property Tax
Conundrum - Part III - The City's Bottom Line 
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August 5, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth 
When Mayor Bill de Blasio and Council Speaker Corey Johnson announced the creation of an
advisory commission to come up with reforms to the city’s antiquated property tax system (much
of which is controlled by state law), they said their focus would be on fairness while maintaining
the city’s largest revenue stream...But to make a more rational property tax system and still fund
extensive city services at or near their current levels, officials will have to navigate the murky
waters between the public interest and that of each individual taxpayer... 
State law sets the property tax classes, along with the assessment standards and growth caps,
but the city -- the City Council with the mayor’s approval -- controls the tax rate. Since fiscal year
2009, the mayor...and City Council have agreed to keep the overall tax rate frozen. Because of
very strong growth in the city’s real estate market, however, property taxes have continued to rise
and generate more and more revenue...“If the tax commission came up with reforms that adjusted
the assessed values, the Council and the mayor could set a tax rate that didn’t have a revenue
implication for the city, but it might raise the rate,” said [Ana Champeny of Citizens Budget
Commission]...The purpose of the Advisory Commission on Property Tax Reform is to weigh all of
these factors -- equity, rationality, what the state controls and what the city can do, the unintended
consequences for owners and renters, transparency in the system -- and come up with
recommendations for improvement. 
 

Stories we are following

Why New York City needs universal internet access 
August 7, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Emil Skandul 
Home internet access is crucial for social mobility.

Related article: New York City Neighbors Build Cheaper Way to
Connect to Web 
August 6, 2019, wsj.com, by Anne Kadet 
NYC Mesh is an all-volunteer community creating its own high-speed internet service

 

Flood Plan That Rebuilds East River Park Draws Dozens To
Meeting 
August 1, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
The East Side Coastal Resiliency project's current design was proposed after a previous plan
with a series of flood walls and berms was scrapped last year. Community Board 3 and 6 has
approved the updated proposal — with pages worth of conditions the city has yet to address
entirely. The Department of Design and Construction emphasized the previous plan would not
have protected the park itself from flooding in the future. City Planning has not yet scheduled a
vote as the resiliency project winds through public review, though per the timeline, it is expected
in late September. 
If approved, the project would then go to City Council, where Councilmember Carlina Rivera
holds a pivotal vote. 
Rivera remains concerned about the lack of commitment to phased construction to allow for use
of the park during construction, among other issues, though has not outright opposed the
plan. "ESCR will be a test for the rest of our city's unguarded coastline, and we owe it to
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ourselves and all New Yorkers to get this done right, to get this done as soon as possible, and to
get this done with the community in mind," a representative said on behalf of Rivera. 

As New York’s Ambitious Energy Plan Breaks Offshore Wind
Records, Report Identifies Challenges and Opportunities 
August 7, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Liz Burdock & Jay Borkland 
The offshore wind energy revolution has arrived on American shores. In a relatively short period
of time, East Coast states are breaking offshore wind records as they compete with each other
over wind power. A recent report, though, by the Business Network for Offshore Wind finds that
industry challenges will slow growth unless offshore wind states work together to find solutions.
Recently, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo launched the largest offshore wind project in the
country. His climate change bill codified 9,000 megawatts of offshore wind power into law, which
will produce clean energy for over 3.4 million homes. Similar record-breaking news has been
announced in other East Coast states but problems with grid connections, transmission lines, port
infrastructure, marine logistics, and employee training can stand in the way of reducing carbon
emissions with ocean power quickly and efficiently.  

Related article: NY spending $2M to study offshore wind impact
on waterways, fishing 
August 8, 2019, newsday.com, by Mark Harrington

Civic Groups File Second Lawsuit Over Upper West Side
Luxury Condo Tower 
July 30, 2019, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim 
Following a setback earlier this summer, two civic groups have mounted a second legal challenge
to stop a luxury high-rise project that they say was illegally approved by the city. The Municipal Art
Society of New York and the Committee for Environmentally Sound Development are seeking to
ask a state Supreme Court judge to examine once again whether the city handled the permit
decision for 200 Amsterdam in an "arbitrary and capricious" manner. Developed by SJP
Properties and Mitsui Fudosan, the 670-foot tall condo project on 69th Street and Amsterdam
Avenue has provoked outrage from residents and elected officials since its approval last
September. Opponents have mainly objected to its proposed height, which would make it the
tallest building on the West Side north of 61st Street.

Slacker City? New York City’s Incredible Shrinking
Workweek 
New York City Independent Budget Office Fiscal Brief, July 2019 
From the perspective of job growth since the 2008-2009 recession, New York City’s economy has
been booming. In 2018, the city had 715,200 more private-sector jobs than in 2008, a 22.0
percent increase. But the city’s economy looks less robust from the vantage point of growth in
hours worked over that same period. 
A new analysis from IBO finds that average weekly hours worked in the city has trended
downward over the decade since the last recession—and that the decline has been steeper here
than in other large and midsized metropolitan areas across the U.S. Among our key findings: The
average workweek in New York City’s private sector fell from 35.5 hours in 2008 to 34.1 hours in
2018, a decline of 4.1 percent. Average hours worked continued their decline through the first six
months of 2019...our 34.1 average weekly hours worked in 2018 put us well below the national
average and indeed in a range now typical of a small metro/non-metro area...
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Public service notices

FDNY EMS Notifies More Than 10,000 Patients of Possible
Data Breach 
August 9, 2019, nbcnewyork.com 
More than 10,000 patients whom the FDNY EMS had previously treated and or transported were
notified that their personal information may have been compromised after an employee’s personal
external hard drive was lost last March, according to officials...The 10,253 patients who were
notified this week by mail of the data breach were all treated and or transported by EMS during
the period from 2011 to 2018, according to the fire department...The FDNY urges patients to call
(877) 213 -1732 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. with questions about the breach or
if they think their personal information was compromised. 

U.S. Center for Disease Control & Prevention Page on Ticks 
Lyme Disease is now found in NYC. Know how to prevent tick bites and what to do if you are
bitten by a tick: https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/index.html

Consumer alerts and scams
Summer Film Series: Avoiding student loan debt 
August 2, 2019, by Megan Gordon, Intern, Division of Consumer & Business Education, FTC 
Watch the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--Ky877xcD8 and see how scammers try
to con you out of money. The bottom line: many of these scammers will try to charge you for
things that the Department of Education and its loan servicers will do for free. Looking for help?
Start with studentaid.ed.gov.

Worshipers targeted by gift card scam 
July 29, 2019, consumer.ftc.gov, by Colleen Tressler, Consumer Education Specialist, FTC 
We’re seeing a new spin on gift card scams. This time, scammers are pretending to be a pastor,
rabbi, priest, imam, or bishop. They’re asking worshipers for gift card contributions for a worthy
cause. Appeals are often made by email, but we’ve heard people are also getting texts and phone
calls, too...The imposter asks you to buy a popular gift card — frequently, iTunes, Google Play, or
Amazon — and then asks for the gift card number and PIN on the back of the card. Those
numbers let the scammer immediately get the money you loaded onto the card. And once that’s
done, the scammer and your money are gone, usually without a trace.

Our government representatives
When contacting your representative by email, be sure to state your address so that they know
that you are a constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their
websites.

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org

Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org

NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-
677-1077, District2@council.nyc.gov
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NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-
7757, SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov

NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-
818-0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300,
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov

Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone
Hotline: 212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov

Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message:
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page

NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger,
212-490-9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov

NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: https://www.nysenate.gov/
senators/brad-hoylman, 212-633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov

NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov

NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov

NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov

U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congrssional District:
https://maloney.house.gov, 212-860-0606, website contact form: https://maloney.house.gov/
contact-carolyn/email-me

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: www.schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form:
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: www.gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact
form: www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me

U.S. President Donald Trump: https://www.whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump, website
contact form: https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
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Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

 

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc 
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 
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