
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
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You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the
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Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column.
 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.
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General Discounts  

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information
about the MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 
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Read our Privacy Statement 
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Murray Hill Photo Album

The vines look pretty, but are not good for the tree. The NYC Parks Department has these
recommendations: Perennials, annuals and bulbs are beautiful additions to a tree pit, as long as
you remember that the tree’s health comes first. Choose plants that require little watering. Key
words to look for are “drought tolerant” and “xeric conditions”. Use small plants and bulbs–large
plants require large planting holes, which damage tree roots. In addition plants with large root
systems compete with the tree for water and nutrients. Do not add more than 2” of soil to your
tree pit. Raising the soil level will harm the tree. Mulching a tree pit is always good for your tree
and plants. Mulch keeps the soil moist and prevents weeds from sprouting in tree pits. NEVER
PLANT! Bamboo, Ivy, Vines, Woody Shrubs, Evergreens. They are all major competitors for water
and nutrients and can stunt or kill a tree.Read more about the Parks Department
recommendations at https://www.nycgovparks.org/trees/tree-care/planting.

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

Wednesday, July 31    12:30 – 1:45pm 
True Crime: Authors offer advice and discuss their latest
books 
This event is free and open to the public. Books are available for purchase at the event and for
signing by the authors: Anthony M. DeStefano, Gotti’s Boys, Charles Gardner, Dannemora, M.
William Phelps, Where Monsters Hide, Hosted by Marilyn Stasio, Crime Columnist, The New York
Times Book Review. Part of the Authors program 
at the Bryant Park Reading Room 
Behind the New York Public Library 
between 40th & 41st and between 5th & 6th Avenue

Saturdays, August 3, 10, 17    7am-1pm 
Summer Streets 2019 
FREE and open to the public. Park Avenue in Murray Hill is along the route. Streets are closed to
vehicle traffic (starting at 6am) and are open to the public to play, run, walk and bike. There are
performances and activities at rest stops along the route. The two closest rest stops to Murray Hill
are The Midtown rest stop (25th Street and Park Ave) “City Picnic: Food Glorious Food,” a food

https://www.nycgovparks.org/trees/tree-care/planting
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/summerstreets/html/home/home.shtml


and beverage sampling area. The Uptown rest stop (51st St and Park Ave) is the Children’s
Corner. You can register to be a volunteer for a 4-hour shift at: 
https://www.timetosignup.com/ideko 
TimeOut's guide to Summer Streets 2019. 

Tuesday, August 6    5 - 8pm 
National Night Out Against Crime 
FREE and open to the public. Food compliments of Ali Baba Turkish Cuisine * Live Music by New
York City Swing (Swing, Big Band, Jazz, Standards) * Treats from Insomnia Cookies * Raffles *
Photo Ops with Police Vehicles * Bouncy House for Kids * Crime Prevention Info 
at Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
47th Street between 1st & 2nd Avenue 

 

Business News
Thursday, August 1   10am – 12:30pm 
Workshop: Intellectual Property: Trademarks, Copyrights,
Patents 2019 
FREE and open to small businesses. Join the Small Business Administration and the Business
Outreach Center (BOC) and Women's Business Center (WBC) for this workshop. Topics to be
covered: Why protect intellectual property and how to protect it, Intellectual property laws
involving patents, copyrights and trademarks, Bankruptcy considerations and intellectual property
rights, Eligibility for patents. Register online (seating is limited): https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
intellectual-property-trademarks-copyrights-patents-2019-tickets-66506670241 
at SBA New York District Office 
26 Federal Plaza 
6th Floor Conference Center, Room H  

In A Bid To Help Small Businesses, New York City Will Start
Tracking Retail Vacancies 
July 24, 2019, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim 
The city has been in the grips of a vacancy crisis, which has been largely attributed to rising rents
and the dominance of online retailers. With the passage of five bills on Tuesday, the City Council
is hoping to gain a better understanding of the problem. Three of the bills require annual reporting
on storefront vacancies, the business environment, and specific tracking of mom-and-pop shops.
The data, which will be gathered by the Department of Finance, will include size as well as
occupancy status and monthly rents if the property is being leased. 
Two other bills task the city’s Department of Small Business Services with providing small
businesses with training on regulation compliance and marketing... 
Many have argued that small storefronts are an important part of the city's economic engine. A
2017 City Council analysis found that over 50,000 retail and restaurant businesses employ more
than 600,000 people across the five boroughs...Mayor Bill de Blasio is expected to sign the
legislation into law.
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Changes in the neighborhood

Rose Hill’s Art Deco-Inspired Façade
Installation Begins At 30 East 29th
Street In NoMad 
July 19, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young 
Installation of the dark-colored curtain wall panels has
begun at Rose Hill, aka 30 East 29th Street, in NoMad. The
Art Deco-inspired envelope now covers the podium and
first residential floors of the future 45-story skyscraper,
which is located between Madison Avenue and Park
Avenue South. Designed by CetraRuddy Architecture and

developed by Rockefeller Group, the tower will stand 639 feet tall and become one of the most
prominent structures in the neighborhood...Rose Hill will be visible from Madison Square Park
when looking to the northeast. When complete, it will join the growing number of moderately tall
skyscrapers in NoMad and make a mark on the famous Manhattan skyline...Completion of Rose
Hill is most likely expected sometime in the first half of 2021. Photo: Looking directly up at the
northern elevation. Photo by Michael Young.

Charter Revision Commission
Charter Revision Commission Gives Final Approval to 19
Proposals in 5 Questions to Appear on November Ballot 
July 25, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid 
There were few amendments proposed to the draft report that the commission had approved
earlier...The questions will be grouped by those about elections and redistricting; the Civilian
Complaint Review Board (CCRB), which investigates police misconduct; ethics and government;
city budget; and land use. New Yorkers will have to cast a “yes” or “no” vote on those questions,
each of which needs a simple majority to be approved. 

(opinion) Panel Discussion on Proposed Bill S6419/A8230 -
decriminalizing sex trade in New York State 
July 26, 2019, by Nancy Idaka Sheran 
A bill to decriminalize sex trade in New York State (S6419/A8230) has been proposed by NYS
Assembly Member Richard Gottfried. Murray Hill Assembly Member Dan Quart is a co-sponsor of
this bill, which was introduced in June, in the last weeks of the spring legislative session in
Albany. Anti-human trafficking activist, Rev. Adrian Dannhauser organized a panel discussion at
the Church of the Incarnation to discuss this controversial measure.  

The bill proposes full decriminalization, meaning that sex providers, patrons and those who
facilitate the enterprise of sex trade catering to consenting adults will all be able to operate legally
in New York State. Sex with minors (under age eighteen) and sex trafficking will still be illegal.
Sex trade will not be permitted on school property (lower grades through high school). The bill
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also provides for the elimination of  prior
criminal records for sex trade that becomes
legal under this bill. Furthermore, sex trade
that is legal under this bill will be permitted in
multiple dwellings and in one- or two-family
dwellings or any building or place. This act
shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it
shall have become a law. Link to text of
bill. https://www.nysenate.
gov/legislation/bills/2019/s6419. 
Read more

Murray Hill in the news
A 10 Year Old Is Asking The City For A Speed Camera By
Her School 
July 23, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
HUDSON YARDS, NY — A Murray Hill middle-schooler is asking City Council Speaker Corey
Johnson and the Department of Transportation to help get a speed camera installed at her
middle-school in Hudson Yards..."It would be great if I and my fellow students from kindergarten
to 8th graders can cross the street on our first day of the new school year not only excited about
what's ahead, but knowing we are safe as we get there," wrote Daisy, a rising sixth-grader at
Success Academy Hudson Yards, at West 41st Street and Tenth Avenue. 

MTA blames shoddy decor, homeless people for dip in
Grand Central dining revenue 
July 23, 2019, nypost.com, by David Meyer and Tamar Lapin 
MTA officials are blaming the homeless — and shoddy decor — for a drop in revenue at Grand
Central Terminal’s dining concourse. 
 

Amazon’s New York Office Hunt Includes WeWork-Owned
Lord & Taylor Building 
July 25, 2019, wsj.com, by Eliot Brown and Suzanne Kapner 
E-commerce giant seeking to continue expanding across city after abandoning HQ2 plans in
Queens 

 
 

Census
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Census and The City: Overcoming NYC’s Digital Divide in
the 2020 Census 
July 23, 2019, Report issued by Scott M. Stringer, New York City Comptroller 
In 2020, New York State will participate in the Decennial Census, a constitutionally mandated
count of our nation’s people. The Census aims to count every person living within the United
States, tallying important information about housing, family composition, home finances and many
other vital statistics...The data collected will guide the appropriation of billions of dollars of federal
grants, determine how many representatives will be allocated to each electoral district, drive
policymaking, and create the fullest picture to date of America and its social, economic and
demographic make-up. 
While the census has been administered every ten years since 1790, the 2020 Census will be the
first to be conducted primarily online. Rather than sending a hefty census form to every mailbox in
the country, most New Yorkers will instead receive a letter instructing them to complete the
census online. This shift from paper to digital outreach is intended to leverage new technologies
and reduce costs, but will also have profound implications for the many New Yorkers who lack
access to an internet connection. 
Even in 2019, New York City still suffers from a stark ‘digital divide’ that leaves certain
communities and families without access to the internet. Across the city, nearly one-third of
households lack access to broadband internet at home, making it imperative that the Census
Bureau – as well as partners in New York City and New York State government – make every
effort to be sure these populations are accurately counted...Internet disparities track closely to
socioeconomic factors like poverty. Forty four percent of New Yorkers in poverty lack broadband
internet access, as opposed to 22 percent above the poverty line. Thirty six percent of New
Yorkers outside of the labor force lack a broadband internet connection, versus 20 percent for
employed New Yorkers. Seniors are much more likely to be without a broadband internet
connection compared to the general population. Forty two percent of New Yorkers 65 and above
lacked broadband internet access, compared to 23 percent of 18 to 24 year olds... 
The Census Bureau has been under-funded since at least 2012...The Census Bureau has not
released information about key parts of the online process. For example, public access providers
have not had an opportunity to interact with the user interface and test the system across different
devices and browsers, nor interact with the system to prepare for inevitable glitches and
navigation challenges... 
To help mitigate these failings at the federal level and blunt the potential impact the digital divide
can have on Census response rates, New York City and State must mobilize every resource to
reach every individual. New York City’s recent decision to commit a total of $40 million to boost
outreach is a positive step, but in many ways the City is already trailing behind other jurisdictions.
Among the recommendations included in this report are the following: 

Send paper forms to communities with low rates of broadband internet connectivity.
Expand digital resources at public libraries. 
Expand public awareness campaigns. 
Ensure that community based organizations, libraries, and other groups are adequately
resourced for the unique challenges of a digital Census 
Leverage city assets. 
Install Census kiosks. 
Enlist census workers with appropriate translation abilities and cultural competencies,
regardless of citizenship status. 
Prepare for problems.

(opinion) Come to your census, N.Y. 
July 22, 2019, timesunion.com, Editorial staff 
The state is dragging its feet on efforts to ensure that every New Yorker is counted as part of the
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census next year and the delay is baffling, since both representation and federal funding are
riding on the outcome. [Courtesy of City & State First Read email, July 23, 2019.]

Defending Democracy 
Microsoft has signed on as an official 2020 Census partner. Through Microsoft’s Defending
Democracy Program, the U.S. Census is accessing a global program focused on protecting
systems from hacking, disinformation and misinformation. The Defending Democracy Program
was established in 2018 to make elections more secure as governments move toward electronic
voting systems. The 2020 Census is an additional domain where Microsoft’s expertise can assist
an activity fundamental to our democratic process — the decennial census. 
 

Traffic, transportation & safety
Mayor Bill de Blasio Unveils 'Green Wave' Bike Plan To Keep
Cyclists Safe 
July 25, 2019, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz 
Mayor Bill de Blasio intends to confront the recent uptick in cyclist fatalities with a five-year, $58.4
million plan aimed at building out more bike lanes, redesigning deadly intersections, and stepping
up enforcement. 
Escalators are key to East Side Access success 
July 23, 2019, newsday.com, Editorial Board 
Most of the escalators that will take Long Island Rail Road riders up and down from the depths of
Manhattan’s bedrock to the light of Grand Central Terminal already are built and
installed...Schindler Escalator Corp. — is...responsible for the construction of 47 escalators for
East Side Access. The escalators are critical as some travel 180 feet to and from the platforms.
Elevators, too, will be important particularly for disabled riders and those with strollers and
luggage. Typically, the company that constructs escalators also maintains them...There are five
major elevator and escalator contractors in the world that can handle work like the MTA’s. Just
two of them tend to bid for MTA work. The authority must examine why, and how it can create a
more competitive environment.

Inadequate traffic enforcement is undermining Vision Zero 
July 15, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Brianna Provenzano 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vision Zero program is faltering. After years of gradual
progress for the ambitious initiative – which aims to eliminate all traffic-related deaths on New
York City streets by 2024 – its momentum has stalled. Halfway through the year, 15 cyclists have
already been killed on city streets, compared to 10 cyclist deaths in all of 2018. Pedestrian
fatalities are also on the rise, with 56 people killed by cars so far this year (up slightly from 53 at
the same point last year)...The rise in deadly crashes has sparked outrage among safe streets
advocates, who contend that a lack of adequate traffic law enforcement has undermined Vision
Zero and its goals and repeatedly failed to keep cyclists and pedestrians safe on city
streets...During a panel hosted by WNYC and Gothamist on Thursday night, NYPD Chief of
Department Terence Monahan acknowledged that the policy of handing out summonses to
cyclists in the wake of a deadly crash is “insensitive” and said that moving forward, the
department’s enforcement policy will focus “strictly on vehicles."...But many in the cycling
community still believe that some cops harbor anti-cyclist attitudes...Those accusations are more
than just mere speculation: In June, an investigation by City Limits found that a majority of
summonses issued under Vision Zero’s Failure to Yield Law are ultimately tossed out by judges
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due to inadequately detailed tickets and cops blowing off hearings...Even some progressive New
York City politicians have said that scofflaw bikers are themselves part of the
problem...Automated enforcement, such as speed cameras, is the cornerstone of legislation
introduced by City Councilman Brad Lander last June. Known as the “Reckless Driver
Accountability Act”...Even a shift in policing priorities may be unable to stem the tide of deaths in
car crashes. Ideally, better street design would limit the dangers in the first place. “You’re
supposed to get design right first, and traffic safety policy,” Cutrufo said. “Speeding and
recklessness is what enforcement should be focused on, but the street design should take care of
the systemic problems.” 
 

Affordability & Homelessness
Landlords Challenge New York’s Rent-Control Law in
Federal Court 
July 16, 2019, wsj.com, by Josh Barbanel and Will Parker 
Suit seeks to demonstrate that rent laws are ‘arbitrary and irrational’; tenants vow to fight back.
Landlord groups on Monday filed a U.S. constitutional challenge to New York’s rent regulations,
alleging that state and city governments had, in effect, taken over nearly a million rent-regulated
apartments with its new law. The suit seeks to upend New York’s system of rent regulation that
dates back to federal price controls during World War II. The new rent law makes it more difficult
for apartment owners to increase rents and eliminates rules that allowed them to free up
thousands of apartments from rent regulations.

Related article: (opinion) The landlords' improbable lawsuit
against rent regulations should fail 
July 22, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Scott Lemieux, lecturer in political science at the University
of Washington 
Landlords are now fighting back the way they often have: using the courts. Their arguments
against the law are very bad ones that should be laughed out of court. But as ultra-conservative
Republican nominees increase their hold on the federal bench, we may be nearing a point when
business-led attacks on democratic outcomes find a receptive audience in the judicial branch...the
courts...[hold] that economic regulations are presumptively constitutional unless there is no
rational relationship between the regulation and a legitimate state interest...The lawsuit asserts
that the tenant protection law is unconstitutional under the “rational basis” standard, asserting it is
an “irrational, arbitrary, and demonstrably irrelevant means to address its stated policy ends.” But
this argument is silly. High rents, illegal evictions and other related problems that the bill intended
to address are certainly legitimate state interests...starting in the 20th century, the Supreme Court
developed the concept of a “regulatory taking,” holding that in certain extreme cases a regulation
could render property so economically unviable as to effectively have been taken by the state. But
the New York law’s effects do not come close to meeting this stringent standard...The most likely
scenario is that the legal challenge will fail...[but] it’s becoming increasingly unwise to assume that
any of these lawsuits have no chance of success.

Will the New York City Council cap real estate broker rental
fees? 
July 22, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Ethan Stark-Miller 
Amid an ever-worsening housing crisis, and following the state Legislature’s passage of
enhanced rent regulations in June, members of the New York City Council are trying to protect
renters’ pocketbooks on the local level. City Councilmembers, led by Keith Powers and Carlina
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Rivera, introduced a package of bills in February to limit upfront rental costs. One measure,
sponsored by Powers, would cap at one month’s rent the amount that renters can be obligated to
pay in broker fees...Determined not to lose more ground, the real estate industry is lobbying
aggressively against the limit on fee payments...Broker fees are a commision that tenants have to
pay real estate agents, who are retained by the landlord, when signing an initial lease. According
to the real estate website StreetEasy, 43% of all listings in New York City carry broker’s’
fees...that could be upwards of $7,000 that tenants must pay an agent of the landlord’s choosing,
who represents the landlord’s interests, rather than the tenants. The new rule would not apply to
brokers hired by renters...The bill was the subject of a City Council Committee on Housing and
Buildings hearing on June 27. The hearing was flooded by more than a thousand brokers
protesting the proposed cap, with a handful of housing advocates and tenants speaking on behalf
of the legislation...The councilman [Powers] is hoping the legislation will be voted on in the fall.

What the City Didn’t Want the Public to Know: Its Policy
Deepens Segregation 
July 16, 2019, nytimes.com, by J. David Goodman 
[A] report on the city’s affordable housing lotteries...was finally released...following a federal court
ruling, and its findings were...[t]he city’s policy of giving preference to local residents for new
affordable housing helps perpetuate racial segregation...Vicki Been, who ran much of the city’s
affordable housing program and is now a deputy mayor for housing, rejected the idea that the
city’s policy violated federal law or exacerbated residential segregation...“people who chose to
live in a neighborhood, we believe, should be able to choose to stay in a neighborhood,” she
said...“We shouldn’t be telling people you have to move to some other neighborhood.” She added
that one reason for the local preference policy is to address the fear of displacement in
communities, particularly when new housing is being built.

The Business of Homelessness: Financial & Human Costs
of the Shelter-Industrial Complex 
Picture the Homeless Research Committee, 2018 
KEY FINDINGS: The city says it is too expensive to subsidize housing for households of
extremely low income, when actually it is more expensive not to...The city’s inability to create new
housing to prevent this crisis ensures that homeless shelters will remain in business for years to
come.  

 

Schools
Private Schools Align With Yeshivas In Fight Over New
Regulations 
July 25, 2019, gothamist.com, by Jessica Gould and Spencer Lee 
The fight over what’s taught at a subset of New York’s ultra-Orthodox Jewish yeshivas is
intensifying, with some of the city’s top private schools joining forces with the yeshivas to oppose
new oversight regulations proposed by the state. Meanwhile, advocates for more secular studies
at the yeshivas in question demonstrated at City Hall Wednesday, accusing the de Blasio
Administration of failing to ensure that students receive an adequate basic education in subjects
such as English, math and science...Catholic schools and some of the city’s most elite
independent schools have been encouraging parents to submit letters opposing the regulations.
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Government, legislation, rules, policies (including pending)

New York Becomes First State in Nation to Ban Cat
Declawing 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today signed legislation (S.5532B/A.1303) banning the performance
of declawing procedures on cats, making New York the first state to prohibit the practice. The bill
takes effect immediately. 
MHNA Business Member Murray Hill Pet Hospital has told us that they only did declaws in
extreme circumstances, for example when the owner had an immunosuppressive illness, where a
cat scratch could be dangerous.

City Council passes law allowing cyclists to follow
pedestrian walk signs 
July 23, 2019, nypost.com, by Rich Calder and Natalie O'Neill 
A law allowing cyclists to follow pedestrian walk signs rather than vehicle traffic lights coasted
through the City Council Tuesday.

(opinion) New York's Revenge Porn Law Is a Flawed Step
Forward 
July 24, 2019, wired.com, by Emma Grey Ellis 
GOVERNOR ANDREW CUOMO signed a bill into law this week criminalizing the spread of
nonconsensual pornography...It’s undoubtedly progress—but also an object lesson in how US
legislators fail to fully understand the problem they’re trying to solve...The new law still defines
spreading nonconsensual pornography as a form of harassment, meaning that the defendant has
to act with “the intent to cause harm” to fall under the new law’s purview...The Cyber Civil Rights
Initiative’s research has shown that about 80 percent of nonconsensual pornography actually gets
shared as impersonal entertainment, and by strangers ...Celebrity nude photo leaks are a great
example...Big Tech companies' priority seems to be insulating themselves from potential blame:
They never mean to cause harm by hosting nonconsensual pornography on their websites, so
including the clause protects them from being held liable...[New York Assembly Member Mary
Anne] Franks, who specializes in First Amendment law, sees that position as curiously out of step
with the ACLU’s typical stances on privacy. When the ACLU has advocated for bills seeking to
criminalize different kinds of privacy breaches—medical, financial, GPS data—it has not asked for
a comparable clause.

The SHIELD Act was signed by Governor Cuomo 
Stop Hacks and Improve Electronic Data Security Act (SHIELD Act): This bill broadens the scope
of information covered under the notification law and updates the notification requirements when
there has been a breach of data. It also broadens the definition of a data breach to include an
unauthorized person gaining access to information. It also requires reasonable data security,
provides standards tailored to the size of a business, and provides protections from liability for
certain entities. Text of bill: https://www.nysenate.gov//legislation/bills/2019/S5575.

New NYDFS Division to Oversee Licensing for
Cryptocurrency Startups 
July 23, 2019, finance.yahoo.com, Daniel Kuhn 
The New York State Department of Financial Services (NYDFS), the financial regulator for the
state of New York, is moving its in-house team supervising cryptocurrency businesses to a new
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division. In a statement Tuesday, Linda Lacewell, the newly appointed superintendent, announced
the Research and Innovation Division at the Department of Financial Services will track emerging
financial technologies and be “responsible for licensing and supervising virtual currencies.” This
will include licensing approvals made under the state’s BitLicense, a regulatory regime that
governs firms buying, selling or issuing cryptocurrencies to consumers in the state. 

New York Legislature Names Initial Members to Crypto Task
Force 
July 23, 2019, coindesk.com, Daniel Kuhn 
The New York State legislature has selected six representatives from the blockchain and
cryptocurrency industry to join its Digital Currency Taskforce, first formed in January...The group
will advise the state on how to “regulate, define and use” cryptocurrencies and prepare reports on
the state of the crypto industry for December 15, 2020.

 

New York Commission to Study Artificial Intelligence,
Robots 
July 24, 2019, govtech.com, by Lucas Ropek 
The newly codified group will investigate how automation, artificial intelligence and other
emergent technologies could be regulated, while at the same time examining how the
technologies could benefit economic growth... 
Sen. Diane J. Savino, chair of the Senate Committee on the Internet and Technology and the bill's
primary sponsor, said that the commission would help lawmakers keep abreast of technological
change. "Artificial intelligence is an essential part of the workforce now. We cannot fear a future in
which machines evolve beyond humans, so let's get ahead of the curve..." 

(opinion) Our infrastructure emergency is here: It’s all hands
on deck to fix New York City 
July 24, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Scott Stringer 
After the past couple weeks of blackouts, subway shutdowns, heatwaves and flooding, our city’s
vulnerability is on full display — and the famous toughness of New Yorkers is being pushed to the
limit. 
The truth is this: We simply do not have infrastructure that can respond to climate shocks. And it’s
only going to get worse. If scientists’ projections are correct, by 2050, the number of 100-degree
days will increase by 10 times, the frequency of extreme rainfall will dramatically increase and we
could see storms like Hurricane Sandy arrive as frequently as every 25 years... 
First, we need to do everything in our power to slow the impacts of climate change... 
Relatedly, as thousands of New Yorkers experienced firsthand, our energy grid needs help. Con
Ed must be held responsible for failures to prevent and mitigate outages, but we should also
overhaul our approach to the grid overall. We need to invest in a hardened grid that can withstand
greater strain and critically, one that can accept a lot more renewables and heat pumps... 
In May, I released a report on the imminent threat of rising sea levels. There is more than $100
billion in property value in the floodplain at risk of being wiped out by more frequent and intense
storms. That’s New Yorkers’ homes, businesses, the foundation of our economy and the entire
livelihood of coastal communities on the line. Even when the sun is out, homeowners will face
regular flooding from high tides... 
In May, I released a report on the imminent threat of rising sea levels. There is more than $100
billion in property value in the floodplain at risk of being wiped out by more frequent and intense
storms. That’s New Yorkers’ homes, businesses, the foundation of our economy and the entire
livelihood of coastal communities on the line. Even when the sun is out, homeowners will face
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regular flooding from high tides... 
My plan calls for dramatically expediting the pace of spending on resiliency infrastructure...At the
same time, we must expand neighborhood-based buyout programs designed to help
homeowners escape the prospect of frequent flooding in targeted neighborhoods and improve
access to low-cost loans and vouchers aimed at allowing homeowners and business to undertake
resiliency retrofits, including elevations... 
Last month, Gov. Cuomo signed legislation, sponsored by Sen. John Liu and Assemblywoman
Nily Rozic, to encourage the expansion of green roofs, an underutilized tool to mitigate storm-
water runoff and provide green space.

Related article: (opinion) Getting New York City Ready for the
Next Big Storm - & the Next Heat Wave, Flash Floods &
Other Climate Emergencies 
July 26, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Costa Constantinides & Justin Brannan 
Costa Constantinides represents western Queens in the City Council and chairs the Committee
on Environmental Protection; Justin Brannan represents southern Brooklyn in the City Council
and chairs the Committee on Resiliency and Waterfronts. 
This is New York City in 2019: a near 100-degree heat wave shut down power for hundreds of
thousands of New Yorkers, who then trudged through flooded streets once the high temperatures
gave way to torrential rain. 
One thing became clear as climate change brought its greatest hits to the Big Apple: we are
nowhere near ready for the next big storm...this is a public safety crisis...Don’t believe it? Clearly
you haven’t seen the footage of a straphanger at the Court Square station who was nearly swept
onto the tracks by downpours. Twitter is filled with cellphone video of Brooklyn’s 4th Avenue
flooded by water from the Gowanus Canal, which is a Superfund site. Or maybe you haven’t
heard of instant New York legend Daphne Youree, who got out of her car near Exit 25 on the
Long Island Expressway and used an orange traffic cone to clear a clogged drain to alleviate
flash flooding...In the short term, we have to promote more green infrastructure. Bioswales, which
are sidewalk gardens, absorb up to 75 percent of stormwater. The Climate Mobilization Act paved
the way for green roofs atop newly constructed buildings, which can retain 95 percent of rainwater
dropped in summer months. And we have to make serious investments in infrastructure that
might not always seem exciting, such as sewers...Earlier this year we introduced a bill requiring
New York City to create a five-borough resiliency plan...We look forward to holding a hearing on
this bill in October.

Related article: ‘Toxic Stew’ Stirred Up by Disasters Poses
Long-Term Danger, New Findings Show 
July 15, 2019, nytimes.com, by Christopher Flavelle 
“We are sitting on a pile of toxic poison,” said Naresh Kumar, a professor of environmental health
at the University of Miami, referring to the decades’ worth of chemicals present in the
environment. “Whenever we have these natural disasters, they are stirred. And through this
stirring process, we get more exposure to these chemicals.”

Related article: Is It Time For New York To Take Control Of Con
Ed? 
July 23, 2019, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz 
The consecutive, sweeping power failures have prompted the usual attacks on Con Edison, as
well as questions about what it means that, even with advanced notice, our aging energy
infrastructure cannot handle the sort of heat wave that will soon be a weekly feature of summers
in New York City...A quick scan of the alternative power companies is less than reassuring. The
most likely replacement would be National Grid, a privately-owned monopoly gas provider for the

https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/8701-getting-new-york-city-ready-for-the-next-big-storm-the-next-heat-wave-flash-floods-other-climate-emergencies
http://gothamgazette.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/15/climate/flooding-chemicals-health-research.html
http://nytimes.com/
https://gothamist.com/2019/07/23/con_ed_nyc_public.php
http://gothamist.com/


region with a reputation for unannounced shut-offs. Free-market advocates see a promising
future in smaller electricity suppliers known as ESCOs, but since arriving in the city in the early
2000s, the industry has been plagued by allegations of price gouging and fraud. Meanwhile, a
growing coalition of New Yorkers are making the case that the best successor to Con Ed is
neither a private company nor a collection of them, but the public itself...Eliminating private
interests from the picture, according to activists, would not only speed up adoption of renewable
energy, but expand the public’s commitment to such efforts. Under the vision put forth by several
groups, the transition to carbon neutrality by 2050 would be led by communities empowered
through democratic control over the grid...A potential substitute already exists in the New York
Power Authority, a state-run public-benefit corporation founded by Governor Franklin D.
Roosevelt in 1931. The largest public power utility in the United States, it generates low-cost
energy, mostly renewable hydropower... 
[Editor's note: NY's recent bad track record at managing developments and projects should make
it a priority to look at using private companies to supply energy. We can set the goals to use cost-
effective renewables.] 

Stories we are following

Municipally run internet tops national speed test rankings 
July 22, 2019, statescoop.com, by Ryan Johnston 
Six of the 10 fastest internet service providers in the United States are either directly run by a
local community or involve some form of partnership between the public and private sectors,
according to a new study from PCMagazine.   
[Editor's note: NYC doesn't have a good track record for running things in recent years, but it's
interesting to see that there are alternatives.]

Airbnb competitor Sonder says after new funding round it’s
now worth $1B 
July 11, 2019, therealdeal.com, by David Jeans 
Sonder, a San Francisco-based startup that leases apartments and flips them into short-term
rentals, closed on a $210 million funding round. 
Sonder entered the New York market last year after signing a lease at 20 Broad Street and has
side-stepped the city’s strict short-term rental laws by occupying buildings that meet the zoning
and building requirements of a hotel. 

Public service notices

Equifax Data Breach Settlement: How to Claim Your Benefits
Earlier this week, The Federal Trade Commission reported that roughly half the people in the
country can get benefits under a settlement that the FTC and others reached with Equifax. Now,
you can now find out if you were affected by the September 2017 data breach and make your
claim for benefits.  
Start at ftc.gov/Equifax. There, you can use a tool to find out if your information – like your Social
Security number (SSN) – was exposed in the breach, learn about benefits, and start your claim to
get free credit monitoring and maybe even cash. If your info was exposed in the breach, the
settlement will give you up to 10 years of free credit monitoring. That means you’ll get an alert
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whenever somebody checks your credit history, opens a new loan or credit card in your name, or
says a payment is late. Check your eligibility at: https://eligibility.equifaxbreachsettlement.com/
en/eligibility. File a claim at: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2019/07/equifax-data-breach-
settlement-how-claim-your-benefits. Be sure to file your claim by January 22, 2020.

Consumer alerts and scams
FTC shuts down student loan debt relief scheme 
July 11, 2019, by Colleen Tressler, Consumer Education Specialist, Federal Trade Commission 
If you or someone you know feels overwhelmed by student loan debt, know this: There’s nothing
a company can do for you that you can’t do yourself for free. If you have federal student loans,
start with StudentAid.gov/repay. If you have private loans, talk with your loan servicer. For more
information, check out ftc.gov/StudentLoans. 
See the video with a few tips to help avoid debt relief scams: 
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2019/07/ftc-shuts-down-student-loan-debt-relief-scheme 

Our government representatives
When contacting your representative by email, be sure to state your address so that they know
that you are a constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their
websites.

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org

Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org

NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-
677-1077, District2@council.nyc.gov

NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-
7757, SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov

NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-
818-0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300,
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov

Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone
Hotline: 212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov

Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message:
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page

NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger,
212-490-9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov

NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: https://www.nysenate.gov/
senators/brad-hoylman, 212-633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov

NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov
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NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov

NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov

Governor Andrew Cuomo, New York State, The Executive Chamber, Capitol, Albany NY, 12224.
NYC Office: 633 Third Ave., New York NY, 10017 Governor's Office: (518) 474-8390 NYC Office:
(212) 681-4580, online contact form https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form

U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congrssional District:
https://maloney.house.gov, 212-860-0606, website contact form: https://maloney.house.gov/
contact-carolyn/email-me

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: www.schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form:
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: www.gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact
form: www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me

U.S. President Donald Trump: https://www.whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump, website
contact form: https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
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