
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

If you are having difficulty reading this email, you can view it in PDF format: 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the
News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2019. 

 

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column.
 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts 
General Discounts 
 

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information
about the MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association! 

Read our Privacy Statement 

 

Information that may be of interest...July 15, 2019
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Important Traffic Advisory
Queens Midtown Tunnel/Manhattan Exit and Entrance
Streets Rehabilitation Work begins July 2019
Preparation will start the week of July 15, for improvement work on the Tunnel Entrance and Exit
Streets at the Queens Midtown Tunnel, Manhattan side. The work to rehabilitate the sidewalk
walls, masonry, and sidewalk will include replacement of damaged bricks and any loose material,
as well as cleaning and clearing away some of the weedy growth within the tunnel's property
limits.

The first stage of work will be on Tunnel Entrance Street, between East 40th and East 39th
Streets, setting up the week of July 15 for construction starting the week of July 22. After this
block is completed, contractors will progress south in stages to the next blocks of Tunnel
Entrance, through the fall before moving on to Tunnel Exit Streets.

The work will require a single south-bound lane closure for the block being worked on, while the
other lane remains open to traffic. The work will be from 7am to 3pm unless otherwise noted.

The QMT management team has directed contractors to be mindful of neighbors and the public

Water Main Shutdown on 7/18 and 7/19 (see details below)
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Contact Karen Flores, Community Construction Liaison, at
(917) 631-5074 or 2ndaveccl@gmail.com

DATE WORK
HOURS LOCATION  OPERATION

7/15/19 -
7/19/19

7am -
4pm

West Side of 3rd Avenue between E 34th
Street and E 36th Street

Install new 12” / 20”
distribution water main

*Water Main Shutdown on
7/18/19 & 7/19/19

Murray Hill Photo Album
 

mailto:2ndaveccl@gmail.com


Park Avenue has been repaved. Thanks to Council Member Keith Powers!

A crowd of enthusiastic photographers at one of the best viewing locations for Manhattan Henge,
on Tudor City Place's elevated roadway over 42nd Street. This photo was taken on July 13, an
hour and a half before the sun would touch the horizon exactly aligned between the buildings.
Manhattan Henge also could be viewed on July 12.

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

 



Deadline July 15 
Open call for the Seaport Community Mural Project 
Source: Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's July 2019 Update email 
MBP Gale Brewer's office and New York City Emergency Management have announced an open
call for mural designs to be applied to spaces in Manhattan’s South Street Seaport neighborhood
as part of the Interim Flood Protection Measures (IFPM) program. Winning proposals will receive
$1,000. The open call isn’t limited to professional artists—anyone is invited to submit a design,
which will be printed on vinyl banners and attached to the IFPM structures. To apply, visit my
website https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/seaport-mural-project and complete an application
downloadable there no later than July 15, 2019.

Every Tuesday through Thursday, 9am - 12pm (during the summer) 
Youth Tennis Classes 
FREE. Registration can be done in person during the programs hours of operation. No one will be
rejected or put on a waiting list. Attendance on any given day is optional. 
Learn more https://www.nyjtl.org/programs/free-tennis/summer-ctp/ 
at Baruch Middle School MS 104 
330 East 21st Street

Wednesday, July 17     6 - 8pm 
Public Hearing on the East Side Coastal Resiliency Project 
The NYC Department of Design and Construction will present its plan for fortifying the Manhattan
coastline from Montgomery Street to 25th Street, and then all who are interested in the plan can
testify. For more details on the hearing and how you can submit testimony see flyer
http://cbsix.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ESCRhalfsheetBordered.pdf 
prepare a 3-minute synopsis for delivery at the hearing, if you wish to testify. For those who
cannot attend in person, please email written testimony to  info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov with the
phrase “East Side Coastal Resiliency” in the subject line. Information about the ESCR:
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/escr/index.page 
at Mt. Sinai Beth Israel’s Bernstein Pavilion 
10 Nathan D. Perlman Place

Friday, July 19   11am 
City Parks Marionette Puppet Show: Bessie's Big Shot 
FREE. Visit www.cityparksfoundation/puppet-mobile for show times and locations. 
at St. Vartan Park 
35th Street at 1st Avenue

Fridays   6pm-7:30pm 
Bryant Park Concerts - Carnegie Hall Citywide 
FREE concerts featuring outstanding classical, folk, Afro-Brazilian, Latin, Celtic, funk, and gospel
artists, culminating with the four-hour Carnegie Hall Citywide Night. This is a Picnic Performance
at Bryant Park 
July 19: Night of Inspiration - Inspirational music from diverse traditions, featuring Anthony Brown
and group therAPy, The String Queens, and Musical Director Ray Chew. 
at Bryant Park (behind the NY Public Library) 
Between 5th & 6th Avenue / 40th & 42nd Street

Tuesday, July 23    7 – 8:30pm 
Conversation with Assembly Member Gottfried on Bill
A.8230/S.6419 - Decriminalization of the Sex Trade 
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FREE and open to the public. Speakers include: Assembly Member Richard Gottfried, bill
sponsor. Dorchen Leidholdt, Director of Legal Services for Sanctuary for Families and founder of
the New York State Anti-Trafficking Coalition. Marian Hatcher, winner of the 2016 Presidential
Lifetime Volunteer Achievement Award and coordinator of the National Johns Suppression
Initiative. Jessica Raven, Decrim NY Steering Committee member. Read about the Bill:
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/a8230 Register at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
conversation-with-assembly-member-gottfried-on-bill-a8230s6419-tickets-63913471915
. Assembly Member Dan Quart is the bill's co-sponsor. 
at Church of the Incarnation 
209 Madison Avenue (between 35th & 36th Street) 

 

You Can Weigh In on Zoning Loopholes 
Source: Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer 
The City Council recently approved a proposal to close the mechanical void loophole in many
residential buildings. This loophole, like many others, allows buildings to be taller than the zoning
laws intended. The Department of City Planning has committed to addressing other loopholes,
including minimum lot sizes and unenclosed voids. If you would like to weigh in on the issue of
zoning loopholes please email Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer at
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov with the phrase "Zoning Loopholes Testimony" in the Subject.

Kudos!
Cyrus von Hochstetter, who presents Piano on Park concerts in Murray
Hill, just released his album 'Hat Music', a production which contains 9 of
his original songs. The new album is an original production with
extraordinary musicians from diverse musical genres and an unusual yet
meticulously detail-oriented recording process. Now available on all
music channels. https://ffm.to/hatmusic.oem?
mc_cid=55096a8ecb&mc_eid=18489ab589 
Other Artists: Larry Campbell, acoustic and electric guitars, pedal steel,
fiddle, singer; Byron Isaacs, electric and acoustic bass and background
vocals; Warren Odze, percussion; Jay Rattman clarinet, bass clarinet,

alto saxophone and tenor saxophone; Dylan Shamat double bass; sirens and car honks courtesy
of NYC; Ryan Keberle, trombone; Stéphane Wrembel, guitar; Kruno Špišic, guitar, and Brian
Torff, bass. Engineer, Louis Brown. The recording was made at Avatar Studios. 

Church of the Covenant Kicks Off Its
Coffee Talks Series 
On Saturday, July 6, Church of the Covenant kicked off its
"coffee talk" series. The talk featured Khat Zhou who spoke
on The New Faces of Tech: Data Privacy and Ethics in
Design. The series was created by Isaiah Edmonds. Look
for information about the next Coffee Talk around the dates
of the U.N. General Assembly in September. The Church of
the Covenant is located at at 310 East 42nd Street. For
more information visit https://covenantcoffeetalks.
000webhostapp.com/index.html. Photo showing the guest

speaker (middle) and Assembly Member Al Taylor. 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/a8230
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/conversation-with-assembly-member-gottfried-on-bill-a8230s6419-tickets-63913471915
https://www.google.com/maps/search/209+Madison+Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov?subject=Zoning%20Loopholes%20Testimony
https://ffm.to/hatmusic.oem?mc_cid=55096a8ecb&mc_eid=18489ab589
https://www.google.com/maps/search/310+East+42nd+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
https://covenantcoffeetalks.000webhostapp.com/index.html


 

If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please email
nancysheran@gmail.com.

 

Murray Hill in the news (and Kips Bay)
Why This Famous Graphic Designer, at 90, Still ♥s NY 
July 4, 2019, nytimes.com, by John Leland 
From Brooklyn Brewery bottles to the Jean Georges menu, Milton Glaser’s logos are all over the
city. He’s not even thinking of retiring...If you see a logo for New York magazine or a Brooklyn
Brewery beer, for the Rainbow Room or Grand Union, you’re living in Milton Glaser’s New
York...“I come to work every day and I sit down and I feel so happy, because I’m capable of taking
something that exists in my mind and making it a physical thing." 
[Editor's note: Milton Glaser's studio building, "Art is Work," is in Kips Bay in the East 30s. It also
houses an incubator for graphic artists.] 

Person Found Dead On Kips Bay Building Roof, Police Say 
July 10, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel 
KIPS BAY, NY — A person was found dead Wednesday morning on the rooftop of a Kips Bay
building, police said. Officers arrived at the building on the corner of Second Avenue and East
28th Street at about 9 a.m. Wednesday and found a person suffering what appeared to be a self-
inflicted gunshot wound to the head, an NYPD spokesman said. EMS delcared the person dead
at the scene, an NYPD spokesman said...The identitfy of the person who was found Wednesday
was not released.

Bryant Park Bees Are Making Honey In The Middle Of
Midtown 
July 4, 2019, patch.com, by Gus Saltonstall 
Nestled in the north west corner of the tiny park between blocks of skyscrapers, two hives have
become home for 80,000 honey bees, feeding on the pollen produced by the greenspace's
flowers and producing aout 80 eight-ounce bottles of honey every season....the two hives...get
installed in the Spring...they're great park guests up until... August...Produced honey is sold on
the Bryant Park website, though it sells out fast.

This NYC Neighborhood Is The City's Top 'Millennial Hotbed'
July 2, 2019, patch.com, by Kathleen Culliton  
It's not in Brooklyn. No, seriously. The Financial District in downtown Manhattan has become the
top neighborhood for young New Yorkers in their 20s and 30s, according to a new PropertyClub
report.  
#1 Financial District in Manhattan with a 67 percent share of millennials 
#2 Garment District in Manhattan with a 64 percent share of millennials 
#6 Murray Hill, Kips Bay in Manhattan with a 52 percent share of millennials 
These top 10 neighborhoods share a few common traits; they're bustling with restaurants and
bars and apartments come with high price tags...Although Manhattan neighborhoods claim the
strongest density of Millennials, Brooklyn and Queens neighborhoods still boast the largest
numbers. 
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NYC Cyclist Hit In Murray Hill Crash, Police Say 
July 2, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel 
A bicyclist was taken to Bellevue Hospital after being hit Tuesday morning near East 38th Street
and Second Avenue...A 28-year-old man was hit by a Lexus in the intersection of Second Avenue
and East 38th Street at about 10 a.m., police said. The man was riding his bike south on Second
Avenue when a 30-year-old woman driving the Lexus drove through the intersection heading east
on East 38th Street, police said. An NYPD spokesman could not confirm whether the bicycle or
car had the right of way.

East Side Resiliency Project
Manhattan BP Wants To Stall Resiliency Hearing By 2
Months 
July 10, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
Manhattan's borough president [Gale Brewer] wants the city to further delay a hearing on [the
East Side Coastal Resiliency Project] a massive storm protection project on the Lower East Side
by 60 days for more community outreach...and an independent expert review. She is also urging
that a 2022 spending deadline for hundreds of millions of dollars of federal cash be
extended...DDC has responded by saying it would hire an outside consultant for a review under
resiliency and sustainability guidelines known as Envision. CB 3 has supported the plan, but with
a laundry list of outstanding concerns.Brewer will hold her own public hearing July 17, 6 to 8
p.m. at Mount Sinai Beth Israel in the Bernstein Pavilion, at 10 Nathan D. Perlman Place. Those
who cannot attend in person can submit written testimony to info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov [with the
phrase “East Side Coastal Resiliency” in the subject line.] MBP Gale Brewer's
letter: https://www.scribd.com/document/416452101/Manhattan-Borough-President-Gale-Brewer-
s-Letter-To-City-On-The-East-Side-Coastal-Resiliency-Project

Related article: Rising sea levels could flood New York City
within next century: study 
May 21, 2019, nypost.com, by Natalie O'Neill 
If climate-changing emissions continue largely unchecked, more than 187 million people may be
forced from their homes due to the deluge of water, according to the study, published Monday in
the journal Proceedings of the US National Academy of Sciences.

Related information: NYC Hurricane Evacuation Zone Finder 
http://maps.nyc.gov/hurricane/#

Business News
State liquor authority threatens delivery services over hefty
fees 
July 10, 2019, nypost.com, by Lisa Fickenscher and Kevin Dugan 
The New York State Liquor Authority — a powerful agency that regulates restaurants serving
alcohol statewide — is developing new rules that will significantly curb the stiff fees that can be
charged by food-ordering companies like Grubhub, Uber Eats, DoorDash and Postmates, The
Post has learned. The SLA’s new rules could slash the fee income of Grubhub, which also owns
the Seamless food-ordering site, to 10 percent of a takeout order from its current 15 percent to 30
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percent, according to sources close to the situation. Alternatively, the liquor agency could force
Grubhub and others to be listed on thousands of liquor licenses.

Related article: City council member asks AG for Grubhub
antitrust investigation 
July 11, 2019, nypost.com, by Kevin Dugan and Lisa Fickenscher 
A New York City council member has asked New York Attorney General Letitia James to open an
antitrust investigation into Grubhub, The Post has learned. Mark Gjonaj, the head of the council’s
Committee on Small Business, said that the “time may have come” for the AG to revisit the terms
of a 2013 settlement agreement that cleared the way for Grubhub’s acquisition of Seamless,
according to a July 2 letter obtained by The Post. 
“While I am not accusing any entity of committing unlawful acts, I do believe that Grubhub’s
outsized market share and heavy-handed tactics could lead to artificially reduced competition
which in turn may drive up the commissions paid by struggling locally owned restaurants,” Gjonaj
wrote in the letter. The letter came to light as scrutiny of the online delivery industry’s fees on
restaurants recently has picked up...In June, the City Council held a hearing on how Grubhub
charges fees as high as 30% for its services and questioned Grubhub executives about The
Post’s reports that the company charged restaurants thousands of dollars in commissions for
phone orders that never happened. 

Related article: Trump official: 'Predatory' delivery apps are
crushing city restaurants 
June 28, 2019, crainsnewyork.com, by Will Bredderman 
[A] federal Small Business Administration official warned Thursday. Regional Administrator Steve
Bulger told the City Council that the surcharges restaurateurs pay for access to popular food-
ordering apps have grown so much that they endanger the repayment of SBA-backed loans to
the eateries. He cited Grubhub, Uber Eats, Doordash, Postmates and Caviar in particular.  
"The usage of this technology has enormously added to the cost of doing business in America's
largest city," Bulger warned. "It is incumbent on local government and municipalities to stand up
for their economic engines and take the appropriate and necessary steps to ensure the small
business community remains whole, not preyed upon by predatory companies and third-party
vendors. Fairness is key, fairness is paramount."... 
No government entity appears to have investigated the business model of the delivery
companies, or whether the firms offer a standard fee structure or cut special deals for particular
eateries, Coleman said. 
"Numerous small business owners have shared this concern with our office," he noted. "These
companies are taking too much from their bottom line in an already over-regulated and taxed
business atmosphere."... 
"These app delivery models have become so widespread that restaurants more or less need to
participate in them in order to stay relevant, stay noticeable and be accessible to patrons," Bulger
wrote...Bulger pointed out that the anti-trust issue would fall under the purview of the Department
of Justice or Department of Commerce. 

Online Learning opportunities from the Small Business
Association 
Online courses: https://www.sba.gov/business-guide 
Learning center: https://www.sba.gov/course/

Summer Pedestrian Counts Released 
Learn how many people cross 34th Street & 7th Avenue 
Posted on July 02, 2019, 34thstreet.org
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Foam Ban Law 6-Month Warning Period Ended on June 30 
Source: Department of Sanitation, NYC 
As of January 1, 2019, New York City stores, food service establishments, and mobile food
commissaries may no longer offer, sell or possess single-use foam food containers such as foam
takeout clamshells, cups, plates, bowls, trays, and coolers. Additionally, manufacturers,
distributors, and stores may no longer sell or offer for sale loose fill foam packaging (“packing
peanuts”) in the city.

Exceptions

Foam containers used for prepackaged food that have been filled and sealed prior to receipt
by the food service establishment, mobile food commissary, or store. 
Foam containers used to store raw meat, pork, fish, seafood or poultry, including eggs, sold
from a butcher case or similar retail appliance. 
Foam blocks used as protective packaging in shipping are not covered under this law.

Enforcement

This ban is effective as of January 1, 2019. Affected businesses, agencies, and nonprofits will
have a six month warning period lasting through June 30, 2019. Following the warning period,
Notices of Violation will be issued and civil action may be taken.

Beginning July 1, 2019, establishments found in violation of the foam ban will receive fines for
each Notice of Violation issued within a 12-month period in the following amounts:

$250 for the first offense 
$500 for the second offense 
$1,000 for the third and subsequent offenses 

Affected establishments should be prepared to receive inspectors, at least annually as part of
routine inspections or 311 investigations, from one or more of the following agencies:

NYC Department of Sanitation 
NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
NYC Department of Consumer Affairs 
Alternatives

There are many alternative options available including aluminum, rigid plastics, uncoated paper,
glass, and compostable items. DSNY encourages everyone to explore and use reusable,
returnable and/or refillable containers. Contact your distributor about alternatives to foam
products.

For more information on specific alternatives that may work in your business, please visit the
Manhattan Solid Waste Advisory Board’s (MSWAB) analysis and list of Foam Alternative Product
Suggestions. http://www.manhattanswab.org/news/2019/1/2/nycs-foam-ban-and-foam-alternative-
product-suggestions

Small businesses with less than $500,000 in gross income for the most recent tax year and non-
profits may apply for temporary hardship exemptions from the Department of Small Business
Services (SBS) if they can prove that the purchase of alternative products not composed of foam
would create a financial hardship. SBS will begin accepting applications for hardship waivers in
fall 2018. For more information, please visit nyc.gov/foamwaiver. 

Summer Meals for Kids and Teens:
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Kids and teens can get healthy, no-cost meals and snacks in many communities across the state
through USDA's Summer Food Service Program. Visit SummerMealsNY.org to find summer meal
sites and access resources to help spread the word, including the USDA Summer Meal Site
Finder Map. Use the interactive mapper on SummerMealsNY.org to find and refer to sites in your
area. Check back often, as sites are added as they are approved. Site information is also
available by phone call 311 or text “Food” or "Comida" to 877-877.

 

Changes in the neighborhood

Permits Filed For 509 Third
Avenue In Murray Hill,
Manhattan 
July 1, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Vanessa
Londono 
Permits have been filed for a new 35-story
mixed-use building at 509 Third Avenue in
Murray Hill, Manhattan. Located between
East 34th Street and East 35th Street [on the
northeast corner with the scaffolding]...Kevin
Lalezarian under the Third and Thirty Four
LLC is listed as the owner behind the
applications. The proposed 386-foot-tall
development will yield 166,917 square feet,
with 158,685 square feet designated for

residential space and 8,253 square feet for commercial use. The building will have 229
residences, most likely rentals based on the average unit scope of 692 square feet. The concrete-
based structure will also have a cellar and a 30-foot-long rear yard. Ismael Leyva Architects is
listed as the architect of record. Demolition permits have not been filed as of yet. An estimated
completion date has not been announced.

 
 

Rendering of a mixed-use building under construction at 41st Street & 2nd Avenue SE corner. 
The owner is Turken Foundation, and the anticipated completion is Fall 2020.
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Excel Development Offers First Look At 339-
345 East 33rd Street In Kips Bay, Manhattan 
July 6, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris 
After years spent on the assemblage and pre-construction of four
adjacent lots, Excel Development will soon complete a new 23-story
mixed-use building at 339-345 East 33rd Street in Kips Bay, Manhattan.
Excel reportedly began purchasing the four contiguous sites in 2015 and
completed a large air rights deal in December...Designed by GF55
Architects, the new building will eventually contain 173 residential units
and two levels of commercial space spanning the property’s ground and
cellar levels. When complete, the building will span 150,000 square feet.

Photo: Rendering of 339-345 East 33rd Street - Aufgang Architects

Plans for the Fairway Block on 2nd Avenue between 30th
and 32nd Street 
A flurry of postings on social media have reported that the owner of the property on 2nd Avenue
between 30th and 32nd Street where the Fairway supermarket, AMC Loews movie theater, Rite
Aid Pharmacy and other stores are currently located would like to redevelop the site. We asked
NYU Langone if they are planning to purchase the lot, and they have told us that there is currently
no agreement. According to City records (ACRIS), Fairway is the current owner (Block: 00936
Lot: 0001).

Census
2020 Census 
Source: NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson's email of July 12, 2019 
On July 11th, the Trump Administration finally confirmed it would not be adding the [citizenship]
question to the [census] form. This is a win for New York, but the stakes remain incredibly high.
The census determines how the federal government distributes more than $700 billion for vital
services, including education, health care, housing, infrastructure, and more. New York State
receives approximately $73 billion of that. The census also determines political representation,
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and New York could lose up to two Congressional seats...The Council dedicated $40 million of
the Fiscal Year 2020 NYC Budget to fund census outreach activities over the next year. Led by
the 2020 Census Task Force co-chairs, Council Members Carlina Rivera and Carlos Menchaca,
the Council will work in partnership with community groups, libraries, business leaders, and other
vital stakeholders to ensure that New York gets a complete count.

Facebook unveils plans to fight misinformation about
census 
June 30, 2019, politico.com, by Steven Overly 
Facebook on Sunday announced it's developing a plan to stop misinformation aimed at keeping
people from participating in the 2020 census, the results of which will shape American political
districting for a decade. The company said it will release a policy this fall that prohibits users from
misrepresenting "census requirements, methods or logistics," and will deploy algorithms to detect
and delete census-related misinformation. It will also appoint a manager to oversee its "census
interference policy" and train staff to specifically handle census-related ads and content.

Traffic and transportation
NYC’s expanded speed camera program takes effect today 
July 11, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Valeria Ricciulli 
Following years of advocacy, the state legislature passed several bills in the spring that will allow
officials to increase the number of cameras in school zones, from 140 to 750. The cameras will
also have expanded hours of operation, tracking vehicles from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Back in May,
Mayor de Blasio announced that the new cameras will be installed at a rate of 40 per month
through 2019 and 60 per month in 2020—expecting to reach 750 by June next year. According to
the DOT, the cameras will be installed across “high-crash corridors” in the five boroughs,
including...First Avenue in Manhattan.

Revolutionizing NYC Street Space 
Source: Email from NYC City Council Speaker Corey Johnson 
On June 12th, the New York City Council's Transportation Committee held a public hearing on
Intro. 1557, which would require the City to create a plan for its streets, sidewalks, and pedestrian
spaces every five years. City Council Speaker Corey Johnson introduced the bill in May to
address the lack of long-term planning for improvements to streets, sidewalks, and pedestrian
spaces, which are currently done piecemeal. Among other things, the proposed legislation aims
to prioritize safety for pedestrians and cyclists, encourage the use of mass transit, reduce traffic
congestion, and make travel in our city more accessible for people with impaired mobility, hearing,
or vision..."Cars cannot continue to rule the road. It is not safe, and it is not sustainable," Speaker
Johnson said. Intro. 1557 

Everyone Agrees City Buses are in Crisis. What's Being
Done? 
July 11, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Noah Berman 
In the past four years, city bus ridership has decreased by 13 percent; from an annual total
ridership of 677,569,432 in 2013 to 602,620,356 in 2017. Buses average a speed of just 8 miles
per hour, with speeds at about the pace of a brisk walk in some of the city’s busiest corridors. The
slowest city bus route, the M42, runs across Manhattan’s 42nd Street at an average speed of just
3.9 miles per hour, according to data from the city comptroller’s office...According to experts,
including advocates and elected and appointed government officials, the keys to speeding up city
buses include: improving Select Bus Service, which is a form of express bus; increasing the
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number of buses with all-door boarding; eliminating inefficient bus stops; implementing transit
signal priority (TSP) so buses can move through traffic lights more quickly; creating more bus-
only lanes; and enforcing bus lanes...

MTA officials plan to gut administrative jobs, take away
construction projects from transit chief 
July 12, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Clayton Guse 
MTA officials have a plan to reorganize the agency that they hope will work better than its trains
and buses now run. They plan to cut hundreds of jobs, hire a few new high-ranking managers and
take away NYC Transit President Andy Byford’s control of major subway construction
projects. The broad strokes of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s state-mandated
reorganization plan were detailed in a 19-page summary released Friday. The full plan will be
made public later this month.The proposals, which were put together in partnership with
consulting firm AlixPartners, must be approved by the agency’s board at its next meeting July
24...The plan...does include a measure to consolidate the MTA’s three separate bus
companies...The most significant job cuts proposed in the plan are within the MTA’s redundant
administrative offices. Officials plan to consolidate the agency’s seven human resource
departments, seven legal offices and seven finance divisions...It is not clear exactly how many
people would be fired under the plan. A high ranking MTA official said the measures would save
“hundreds of millions" of dollars. 

New York and New Jersey to move forward with plans for a
new midtown bus terminal 
May 23, 2019, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein 
New York and New Jersey are moving forward with plans to replace the world’s busiest bus
terminal, and have homed in on three options for the new facility...One would have the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey — which runs the bus terminal — rebuild it in place, while
having buses continue to service the existing terminal during construction. In the second
scenario, the Port Authority would convert the Jacob Javits Center’s lower level into an
underground bus terminal. The third and final option is to relocate longer-haul intercity bus
operations to the lower level of Javits, thereby freeing up capacity in the existing bus terminal for
its primary customers: New Jersey commuters. That option allows for the terminal’s renovation,
and obviates the need to rebuild it from scratch.

(opinion) The Port Authority makes you pay more so it
doesn’t have to be better 
June 30, 2019, nypost.com, by Nicole Gelinas 
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey is proposing toll hikes for people trying to get to
Manhattan and to the region’s three airports...The agency has plenty of money; it’s just been
spending it all wrong...the PA, controlled equally by the governors of New York and New
Jersey...spun these hikes as  essential to critical investment in roads, airports and transit...We
don’t normally think of government entities earning profits. Yet the PA’s main spheres of
operations — roads and airports — are so profitable that they almost print money...In 2018, the
PA’s bridges and tunnels made $918 million in profit, nearly $1 billion, on $1.7 billion worth of
revenues. Airports made a $700 million profit on $2.8 billion of revenues. This is enough to make
substantial investments in new assets: $1.6 billion in yearly profits could easily support $16 billion
worth of new borrowing and help subsidize money-losing mass-transit operations such as the
Midtown bus terminal and the PATH system...But the PA has a huge problem, the result of nearly
two decades worth of bad decisions in the  aftermath of 9/11. Its World Trade Center complex —
including the Oculus..essentially a high-end retail mall...losing about $400 million a year...the
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story of the WTC is the story of New York’s repeated mistakes. The state and city continually
insist on subsidizing real estate...

(Opinion) How Uber Hopes to Profit From Public Transit 
May 30, 2019, nytimes.com, by E.Tammy Kim 
Ride-hailing companies see a ‘massive market opportunity’ in replacing bus and subway
rides...The ride-hailing corporation Uber reported its first-quarter earnings on Thursday, and
billions in losses continue to mount. After the company’s disappointing I.P.O., and the similarly
lukewarm debut of its nearest rival, Lyft, it’s increasingly clear both will have to expand their
business models to something that might actually turn a profit. One of their strategies is to replace
public transportation — an ambition that affects all of us and the environment, not just passengers
and drivers...Americans badly need more convenient public transport, but the risks of privatization
are grave. Last year, Uber logged some five billion trips and $1.8 billion in losses; Lyft provided
619 million rides and reported more than $900 million in losses. These apps are popular because
they’re artificially cheap: Uber and Lyft subsidize rides to increase their number of monthly users,
a key metric for investors...

Related article: Uber and Lyft continue rapid growth in NYC
despite regulations 
April 17, 2019, nydailynews, by Clayton Guse 
They’re suing New York over what they say are unfair regulations, but car-hailing giants Uber and
Lyft are notching record levels of robust ridership across the five boroughs. 

Related article: Loophole Allows NYC Uber and Lyft Cars to
Pollute More Than Yellow Cabs 
May 30, 2019, earther.gizmodo.com, by Yessenia Funes

Affordability 

Here's Where NYC Millennials Can Actually Afford To Buy
Homes 
May 17, 2019 , patch.com, by Noah Manskar 
Here are the 10 best neighborhoods for first-time home-buyers, according to StreetEasy. Read
the full report here. 

1. Forest Hills, Queens 
2. Riverdale, The Bronx 
3. Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn 
4. Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 
5. Jackson Heights, Queens 
6. East Flatbush, Brooklyn 
7. Midwood, Brooklyn 
8. Rego Park, Queens 
9. Kew Gardens, Queens 

10. Midtown East, Manhattan 
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Schools
NYC makes it easier for students to change their name and
gender under expanded LGBTQ guidelines 
June 28, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Christina Veiga 
The New York City education department is expanding its guidelines for how LGBTQ students
should be treated in schools, making it easier for students to change their name and gender,
expanding access to sports teams, and more. Guidelines: https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-
life/policies-for-all/guidelines-on-gender/guidelines-to-support-transgender-and-gender-
expansive-students 

New technology coming for students and teachers! 
Source: July 2019 Update email from Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer 
For years, a city purchasing policy known as “Directive 10” stood in the way of using capital funds
to buy tablet computers (like iPads) for city schools, because it required a five-year lifespan for
such products...I’m delighted to share that Comptroller Scott Stringer has changed Directive 10 to
allow capital funds to be used for tablet technology and cloud-based software subscriptions.

Government, legislation, rules, policies (including pending)

 

Tax Cap Will Remain At 2 Percent, NY Comptroller Says 
July 11, 2019, spectrumlocalnews.com, by Nick Reisman 
The state’s cap on property tax levy increases will remain at 2 percent for the 2020 fiscal year,
Comptroller Tom DiNapoli’s office said Thursday in an announcement. 

Taxi Medallion Crisis 
Source: NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson's email of July 12, 2019 
The New York City Council's Committees on Transportation and Oversight & Investigations held a
joint oversight hearing on June 24th to examine the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission's (TLC)
role in the taxi medallion crisis...committees considered the following bills aimed at addressing
some of the predatory lending practices that have contributed to the dire financial straits that
many medallion owners find themselves in: 
Intro. 1608, sponsored by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, in relation to requiring the TLC to
evaluate the character and integrity of taxicab brokers, agents, and taxicab licensees; 
Intro. 1584, sponsored by Council Member Adrienne Adams, in relation to requiring financial
disclosure from each person who has any interest in any taxicab license; 
Intro. 1605, sponsored by Council Member Francisco Moya, in relation to the approval of a
purchase or transfer of a taxicab license; and 
Intro. 1610, sponsored by Council Member Ritchie Torres, in relation to the creation of an office
of financial stability within the TLC. 
You can read more about the proposed legislation and the hearing on the Council's website. 

Senators Krueger & Myrie on Historic Albany Session,
Senate's Relationship with Cuomo, & More 
July 10, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Cyan Hunte & Samar Khurshid 
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The New York State Legislature, under full Democratic control for the first time in a decade, had
an exceptionally productive 2019 legislative session in Albany...Landmark rent regulations were
approved, voting and elections reforms were passed, stronger reproductive health rights were
codified, and environmental protections were expanded, among a far longer list of
accomplishments...

Cuomo: NY-Israel pact aims to spur tech startup growth 
June 27, 2019, newsday.com, by James T. Madore 
New York State and Israel signed an agreement on Thursday to spur the growth of technology
startups and research projects, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo announced in Jerusalem. The agreement
includes a $2 million grant to establish sites in New York and Israel where startups can
collaborate on research, commercialize inventions and receive advice on growth plans. The grant
money will come equally from Empire State Development, the state’s primary business-aid
agency, and the Israel Innovation Authority. The grant program, called the Smart Cities Innovation
Partnership, will include five sites across the state. Cuomo also said ESD and the Israeli authority
have agreed to cooperate on developing inventions in the fields of cybersecurity, drones, energy,
smart cities and transportation. New York- Israel ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT:
https://nyisrael.org/wp-content/uploads/NYIBA_Economic-Impact-Report_2019.pdf 

Related article: (opinion) Will Cuomo veto naked waste of
taxpayer dollars? 
July 12, 2019, nypost.com, by Post Editorial Board 
The Citizens Budget Commission is calling on Gov. Andrew Cuomo to veto three particularly
absurd economic-development bills, which would increase the funds going to the Empire State
Economic Development Fund, the New Farmers Grant Fund and Entrepreneurship Assistance
Centers. All three programs have been growing for years; not one of them even tries to measure
results or show success.

Crony hire of embattled ex-tech chief of the city leaves
$200K gig after WiFi failure 
June 30, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Janon Fisher 
The chief operating officer of the city’s IT department — a crony hire by the embattled former city
tech boss — bolted from his cushy high-paying job on Friday, a week after a damning report on
the agency’s failure to deal with a bug in the wireless system. Vijay Gogineni, 44, stepped down
from a $200,000 a-year-job, a position created for specifically for him...Gogineni was brought to
New York by Samir Saini, the ex-honcho at the Department of Information Technology and
Telecommunications, from Atlanta, where the two worked on the Southern city’s computer
system. Saini resigned from his position as the DOITT commissioner on June 14. “As COO of
DoITT, Vijay brought new approaches to delivering key DoITT services, helping to enhance
operations to better serve our City agencies and residents. We thank him for his service,” Mayor
de Blasio’s spokeswoman Laura Feyer said. The city has yet to lay blame with anyone for the
system failure.

Governor Signs Trump Tax Legislation 
Source: Email of July 8, 2019 from New York State Senator Brad Hoylman 
[T]oday Governor Cuomo signed my legislation authorizing the New York State Department of
Taxation & Finance to share the state tax returns of President Trump and all public officials who
file in New York with a requesting Congressional committee.

Stories we are following
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Soon, satellites will be able to watch you everywhere all the
time 
June 26, 2019, technologyreview.com, by Christopher Beam 
Can privacy survive? Every year, commercially available satellite images are becoming sharper
and taken more frequently. In 2008, there were 150 Earth observation satellites in orbit; by now
there are 768. Satellite companies don’t offer 24-hour real-time surveillance, but if the hype is to
be believed, they’re getting close. Privacy advocates warn that innovation in satellite imagery is
outpacing the US government’s (to say nothing of the rest of the world’s) ability to regulate the
technology. Unless we impose stricter limits now, they say, one day everyone from ad companies
to suspicious spouses to terrorist organizations will have access to tools previously reserved for
government spy agencies.

Senators Want Facebook To Put a Price on Your Data. Is
That Possible? 
June 26, 2019, wired.com, Gory Barber 
it’s a popular cocktail hour topic: How much is Facebook making off my data? Last year, I spent a
month trying to find out, hawking my personal data on blockchain-based marketplaces. I came
away with $0.003...The tech companies offer hints about our value, buried in financial reports. In
the first quarter of 2019, for example, Facebook says it generated about $2 in revenue per month
from advertising for each user. That’s the global figure. In the US, it’s just under $10...But the trick
is figuring out what your data is worth to a given platform.

Related article: (opinion) Selling Your Private Information Is a
Terrible Idea 
July 5, 2019, nytimes.com, by Sarah Jeong 
“Claim Your 31st Right,” declares the #My31 app’s splash screen. “Review, share, and confirm
your HUMAN right to your data as your property.” (The United Nations Declaration of Human
Rights currently has 30, so a right to data would presumably come next.)...Once personal data is
gathered, it’s out there for anyone to buy and sell. At the moment, there are no legal grounds to
demand compensation for use...But such a major change in the way the information economy
operates requires changing the law. What these new companies [Healthcare information
companies using blockchain] are trying do is to create a new type of data brokerage system that
replaces the current system of data brokerage...That’s what these companies are trying to do —
quietly, at the state level.

5G Networks Could Throw Weather Forecasting Into Chaos 
May 17, 2019, wired.com, by Eric Nilereric Niiler 
IF YOU HAD a choice between a better, faster cell phone signal and an accurate weather
forecast, which would you pick? That’s the question facing federal officials as they decide whether
to auction off more of the wireless spectrum or heed meteorologists who say that such a move
could throw US weather forecasting into chaos...In March, the FCC began auctioning off its 24-
gigahertz frequency band to wireless carriers, despite the objections of scientists at NOAA,
NASA, and the American Meteorological Society.

“If You’re Sticking Your Head in the Sand on This, You’re
Toast”: Wall Street’s IPO Business Is Being Disrupted 
July 1, 2019, vanityfair.com, by William D. Cohan 
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Spotify and Slack both cut Wall Street out of their public offerings, keeping the money in Silicon
Valley. And Wall Street is starting to worry.

New York Rejects Keystone-Like Pipeline in Fierce Battle
Over the State’s Energy Future 
May 15, 2019, nytimes.com, by Vivian Wang and Michael Adno 
Regulators denied an application for a $1 billion natural gas pipeline that environmentalists said
would set back the fight against climate change. In a major victory for environmental activists,
New York regulators on Wednesday rejected the construction of a heavily disputed, nearly $1
billion natural gas pipeline, even as business leaders and energy companies warned that the
decision could devastate the state’s economy and bring a gas moratorium to New York City and
Long Island.

(opinon) The US Recycling System Is Garbage 
June 26 2019, sierraclub.org, by Edward Humes 
FOR NEARLY THREE DECADES your recycling bin contained a dirty secret: Half the plastic and
much of the paper you put into it did not go to your local recycling center. Instead, it was stuffed
onto giant container ships and sold to China...Then in 2018, as part of a domestic crackdown on
pollution, China banned imports of dirty foreign garbage...Massive amounts of poor-quality
recyclables began piling up at US ports and warehouses. Cities and towns started hiking trash-
collection fees or curtailing recycling programs...China's decision to stop serving as the world's
trash compactor forced a long-overdue day of reckoning—and sparked a movement to fix a
dysfunctional industry. "The whole crisis narrative has been wrong," says Steve Alexander,
president of the Association of Plastic Recyclers. "China didn't break recycling. It has given us the
opportunity to begin investing in the infrastructure we need in order to do it better."...Paradoxically,
[David Allaway, a senior policy analyst for Oregon's Department of Environmental Quality] says,
part of America's trash problem arose from people trying to recycle too much. Well-meaning
"aspirational" recyclers routinely confuse theoretical recyclability with actual recycling. While
plastic straws, grocery bags, eating utensils, yogurt containers, and takeout food clamshells are
all theoretically recyclable, they are almost never recycled...The Association of Plastic Recyclers
called on manufacturers to voluntarily ensure that new packages and containers can be recycled,
but a lack of progress on that front has led to legislative proposals in several states.  

Public service notices

Are you concerned that apartments in your building or the
homes on your block are being used as illegal short-term
rentals? 
Signs of illegal short-term rentals vary according to the unique characteristics of each
neighborhood and building. Other than the presence of online advertisements, the surest
indication of illegal short-term rentals is often based on your common sense, and your
observations of telltale signs such as:

Unfamiliar individuals arriving to an apartment or home with luggage, only to leave a few
days later. 
Frequent visitors with luggage attempting to get into a building by using buzzer systems,
consulting phones, and reviewing printed-out instructions. 
Key lockboxes on the outside of a building and/or electronic key-pad systems installed on
doors and door-knobs. 
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Visitors congregating in hallways, lobbies, stairways and elevators. 

If you notice suspicious activity, file a complaint with 311, the category is Illegal building
conversion or occupancy > Housing used for short-term rentals Vacation Rentals) or Illegal
Home-Sharing.  If you do choose to file a complaint, please send Community Board 6 the 311
complaint number and they can work to investigate your complaint and get it resolved as soon as
possible. Email help@cbsix.org.  
[Editor's note: Police are now recommending that you do not address illegal activity on your own -
it may provoke an unpleasant or violent reaction. It's best to call 911 if the activity is clearly illegal
or 311 to file a complaint.]

Consumer alerts and scams
Complaints about Government Imposter Scams Reach
Record High, According to New FTC Data 
Source: Federal Trade Commission 
The FTC warns consumers to be suspicious if they receive a call out of the blue from someone
claiming to be from a government agency (Social Security Administration, Internal Revenue
Service, or other). You can find additional tips on how to avoid government imposter scams in the
FTC’s latest data spotlight. Visit the FTC’s new interactive infographic to explore data about
government imposter scams. 

Our government representatives
When contacting your representative by email, be sure to state your address so that they know
that you are a constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their
websites.

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org

Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org

NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-
677-1077, District2@council.nyc.gov

NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-
7757, SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov

NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-
818-0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300,
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov

Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone
Hotline: 212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov

Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message:
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page
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NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger,
212-490-9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov

NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: https://www.nysenate.gov/
senators/brad-hoylman, 212-633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov

NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-Quart, 212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov

NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov

NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Richard-N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov

U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congrssional District:
https://maloney.house.gov, 212-860-0606, website contact form: https://maloney.house.gov/
contact-carolyn/email-me

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: www.schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form:
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: www.gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact
form: www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me

U.S. President Donald Trump: https://www.whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump, website
contact form: https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

 

 

If you are not a member 
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now

Join / Renew

 Donate

 

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

 

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc 
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 
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You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association. 

To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove”
in the subject.
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