
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing
the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News 
section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2019.

 

 

Please share this email with a friend, neighbor or colleague. You can sign up for these emails at
www.murrayhillnyc.org, scroll down the Also Happening column.
 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

New
Elevatione Spa Boutique, 45 East 45th Street (at the Roosevelt Hotel), 917-633-4805, 15%
discount for any services, cannot be combined with other offers. 

JoAnn Brown, Art and Antique Consultant, telephone 646-559-0555 for an appointment. 20%
discount for a one-hour home or telephone consultation, (one-time offer for first-time customers only).

Super Computer Doctor, 330 East 38th Street drop off, or at your location, 212-599-2048 (call or
text to make an appointment), 15% discount off first hour with cash only (first-time customers only). 

Removed
Madison Bistro, 238 Madison Avenue

Nana Sushi and Lounge, 511 Third Avenue

Trattoria Belvedere, 165 Lexington Avenue

All are no longer doing business at these locations.

 

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts 

Information that may be of interest...July 1, 2019

 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://nyc.elevatione.com/
http://www.supercomputerdoctor.com/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar


General Discounts 

 

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information about
the MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association! 

Read our Privacy Statement 

 

 

Murray Hill Photo Album

 

Several blocks on 37th Street have
been repaved. This photo shows the

block between 3rd & 2nd Avenue.

New park at 34th Street and 1st Avenue. 
This property is owned by View34 (UDR Rivergate, LLC), a rental

building at 401 East 34th Street. 

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

July 2    6 - 8:30pm 
(for businesses) Entrepreneurs Roundtable 132 Accelerator 
FREE for Entrepreneurs (You MUST be actively working on a startup) and Investors (You MUST be an
active angel investor, VC or Corp VC). Service Providers, Lawyers, Accountants, Consultants,
Recruiters, Insurance companies, and others interested in providing services to startup companies can

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20join%20a%20committee
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.amazon.com//ref=as_sl_pd_tf_lc?&tag=murrahillneig-20
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0


also attend for a fee. To pitch your startup at this event, please apply at
http://goo.gl/forms/Qa4ndN3Q9O. Tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/entrepreneurs-roundtable-132-
tickets-60795030573 
at Microsoft 
11 Times Square (8th Ave between 41 and 42)

 

Thursday, July 11   10am – 12:30pm 
Breaking into the Fashion and Beauty Industry 2019 
FREE. Presented by U.S. Small Business Administration NY District Office. Description: This workshop
will cover the following: knowing and understanding your customer demographic, how to build and
manage inventory, setting up a website and using platforms, how to use photography, ways to increase
and direct tra?c to your website, the role of social media in building your brand, how to get started with
your ecommerce business. Presenter: Camille Newman. Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
breaking-into-the-fashion-and-beauty-industry-2019-tickets-63885936556 (allow time to get through
security if you go). 
at U.S. Small Business Administration 
26 Federal Plaza 
6th Floor Conference Center Room J

 

The MHNA fondly remembers Minor
Bishop (1927-2019)—A Renaissance
Man
Minor Lamphier Bishop, age 92, passed away during the early
morning hours of 20 June 2019. The burial will be in
Connecticut. The date of his burial is not yet scheduled.  His
family has told us that in lieu of flowers, donations in his memory
can be made to The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association. Donations can be made online
at www.murrayhillnyc.org/donate or send a check to The Murray
Hill Neighborhood Association, Attn: Donations: Minor Bishop,
P.O. Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897. If you donate please
send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org so that your gift can be

properly acknowledged. 

Minor lived and worked as an architect in his beloved neighborhood of Murray Hill for more than 60
years. He had a long career as an architect, but he is best known by those of us who live in Murray Hill
for his community service, having served the MHNA for decades with great dedication from the 1970s
until the end of his life, as a trustee and active member of the Preservation & Design Committee. He
worked to preserve the historic designation of the Murray Hill district, and researched the history of its
landmarks and buildings. He is best remembered for his walking tours, which he gave tirelessly. Minor
took his sketchbook with him on his daily outings, and put together a book of his sketches titled
Sketching on Murray Hill. He possessed a rascal’s charm, had many friends, and will be deeply missed,
but not forgotten.  Contributing to these memories: Nancy Plunkett, Elbi Zioncheck, Stephen Weingrad,
Elaine Silber, Enid Klass, Ellen Imbimbo, Susan Demmet, Ellen Propp, Irma Worrell Fisher, Michael-Ann
Rowe. Read More

 

http://goo.gl/forms/Qa4ndN3Q9O
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/entrepreneurs-roundtable-132-tickets-60795030573
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/breaking-into-the-fashion-and-beauty-industry-2019-tickets-63885936556
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/donate
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Donation%20in%20memory%20of%20Minor%20Bishop
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11416&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar


Kudos!
Many thanks to everyone who participated in The Murray Hill Street Fesival on June 1! Articles have
been posted on the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org. You can see more pictures here. Street
Festival article, Silent Auction Donors.

If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please email
nancysheran@gmail.com.

 

City Budget News: FY 2020 
Source: Email from Council Member Keith Powers, June 24, 2019 
Dear Neighbor: 
On June 19, the New York City Council passed the 2019-20 budget for the City of New York. The
budget includes many of the priorities the Council pushed for in order to improve the lives of all New
Yorkers, including a commitment to work toward pay parity for day care providers and fair funding for
parks. I was proud to play a strong role in ensuring that the priorities of our community were met during
the budget process. 
The budget comes at a time when the economy is doing well and the City’s fiscal health is strong.
Nevertheless, it is important that we plan ahead for both the unexpected and anticipated financial
constraints. I urged my colleagues successfully to put $250 million into our reserves and to commit to
funds for the 2020 Census, to ensure that we receive the federal funding owed to New York. 
With our new budget comes historic investments in parks and libraries. During negotiations, I heard
from hundreds of constituents who asked us to prioritize our public spaces that serve both our
community and the city as a whole: 
Enhancing Library Funding: This historic investment--our biggest investment in libraries to date-- ?
includes $33 million for libraries. The Council ensured there were no reductions to libraries and has
enhanced funding to support the three library systems so that they can continue to maintain, grow, and
offer the programs and services they have long provided. Libraries have an essential presence in every
neighborhood of New York, providing indispensable services in a safe and reliable space to youth,
seniors, and immigrants, among other New Yorkers. Early literacy, English for Speakers of Other
Languages classes, and video visitation for incarcerated individuals are just some of the numerous
agency partnerships and department collaborations the systems offer each year. 
Fair Funding for Parks: A historic investment in our parks that includes urban park rangers, parks
enforcement patrol officers, and forestry management. This includes $43 million in the City’s parks that
will fund 50 new Urban Park Rangers, 80 Parks Enforcement Patrol officers, 150 maintenance workers
and gardeners, forestry management, and the Green Thumb program. 
The budget also makes other important investments in our communities: 
Picking Up More Trash ($8.6 million): This allocation is for extra sanitation services including for extra
litter baskets throughout the five boroughs. This is more than double the amount allocated last year. 
I am also pleased to announce additional basket truck pickups and mechanical broom sweeping across
the district through funding from the NYC Clean Up Initiative, as well as funding for local flexible support
on trash maintenance. 
Providing Senior Meals ($10 million): The City’s Department for the Aging’s budget will baseline $10
million, growing to $15 million in Fiscal 2021 for home-delivered meals and kitchen staff. 
Increasing Social Workers in Schools: Funding for 285 school social workers, which includes 85
social workers funded by reallocating ThriveNYC resources and 100 social workers for Bridging the Gap
to support students in shelters. 
This year was the first my constituents were able to have a say in how the budget is spent through
Participatory Budgeting. The winning projects include: 
New Districtwide Tree Planting and Tree Guards: $150,000 
New Bathrooms at Wagner Middle School (M.S. 167): $200,000 
Districtwide Countdown Clocks at Bus Stops: $200,000 
Districtwide Technology Upgrades for Libraries: $250,000 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vv8bn5fj1jsf83p/AAAkw3S1QYxjFiRkRDFSML-za?dl=0
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11413&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11412&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
mailto:nancysheran@gmail.com?subject=For%20theMHNA%20%20newsletter!


Technology Upgrades for Schools Across Council District 4: $120,000 
In addition, the Council will be adding and restoring cultural after-school programs throughout the city,
giving more students in my district a chance for activities after school and during the summer months. 
You can read more about the FY 2020 budget and priorities on the Council’s website:
https://council.nyc.gov/budget/fy2020/ 
With a new budget, New York can get to work and grow our investments in community and city
programs, which will improve every neighborhood and most certainly the lives of residents in my district.
 

Apply for Eighth Annual Painter in
Residence Program at Bryant Park 
June 26, 2019, by Angelito Jusay 
Bryant Park Corporation is now accepting applications from
artists for positions in their eighth annual Painter in Residence
program. The competition is open to all U.S. artists 18 years or
older. Work samples submitted for consideration must have been
completed in the last two years. Successful applicants will be
commissioned to work outside at Bryant Park, creating
representational images that will comprise a visual record of
Bryant Park. 

Two artists will be selected for the program, and each will work at the park for a two-week period, the
first from August 19 - 30; and the next from September 2 – 13. The position includes a stipend and
supplemental funds for materials. 
The closing date for applications is July 22, 2019, and awards will be announced August 5, 2019.
Click here for complete information about program requirements and an application form. You can also
email requests for application forms to nng@urbanmgt.com. 
Art produced by the program now hangs in Bryant Park’s restrooms, and a select few participating
artists have provided instruction at the Art Cart’s Artist Studio Workshops. 
 

September 16   Application deadline  
Volunteer Opportunity: Help Families and Individuals Get Back
on Their Feet 
The Advocacy, Counseling and Entitlement Services (ACES) Project of the Community Service Society
is recruiting retired individuals age 55 years or older to serve as volunteer public benefit counselors
dedicated to helping financially disadvantaged people. ACES volunteers assist clients with completing
applications for public benefits and help correct benefit related problems. Volunteers must attend a
training that begins October 1, 2019. Upon completion, they are placed in agencies in one of the five
boroughs to provide information on government benefits to low-income families, older adults, and
individuals with disabilities. A personal interview, successful completion of the training, and a
commitment of six hours per week for one year of volunteer service is required. Applicants must have
advocacy, research, and computer skills, in addition to an interest in assisting low-income populations
and learning about public benefit programs. No prior benefit experience is required. Your participation in
this program gives you a chance to help others in a truly significant way. For more information, please
contact Rebecca Haase at (212) 614-5482. To apply, go to: www.cssny.org/programs/entry/the-aces-
project.

July 15   Application deadline 

Cooper Leibner Editorial Fellowship for female college students 

https://council.nyc.gov/budget/fy2020/
https://bryantpark-prod.imgix.net/images/bryantpark_uploads/images/Painter_With_Canvas_in_Bryant_Park_-_ANGELITO_JUSAY_PHOTOGRAPHY_-_2018_-_1229.jpg?fit=min&w=790&h=598
https://bryantpark.org/~brpk34st/images/bryantpark_uploads/pdfs/2019_Bryant_Park_Painter_in_Residence_Application.pdf
mailto:nng@urbanmgt.com
http://www.cssny.org/programs/entry/the-aces-project


The Center for Communication annually awards the Carole Cooper and Richard Leibner Journalism
Fellowship to a New York area female college junior, senior, or graduate student. The Fellow will receive
a generous stipend up to $5,000 while interning at the Center for Communication during the course of
the school year. Students will have the opportunity to network with professionals and executives within
media and entertainment at their panels and On Locations. The fellowship is open to students who will
be enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate program in the Fall of 2019/Spring 2020 school year.
WHAT YOU'LL BE DOING: The Center for Communication is looking for a highly motivated and
enthusiastic intern interested in marketing, social media, and writing. Additionally, this intern will also
support program staff during On Locations and must be available to work during all evening panels. You
will help maintain the Center's social media presence across platforms to help build their community
and drive awareness to students, new graduates and professors. Strong social media skills across
Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook, and Instagram are required. REQUIREMENTS: This person should be a
self-starter, highly motivated, able to take direction and conscientious about deadlines. Strong editorial
and research skills required. Collaborate on content development (event recaps, new project
opportunities) and assist with current project management. Working familiarity with Squarespace,
MailChimp, and Canva, highly desired. Intern will contribute to event preparation and promotion of
forums and On Locations. COMMITMENT: This is a paid internship opportunity for a full school year,
excluding the summer. The internship will begin in September 2019. Hours: 16-20 hours a week. Intern
is expected to work evening panels. HOW TO APPLY: Email your résumé, a 300-word statement (not
included in the body of the email) on why you’re the best person for this fellowship, and links to all
relevant work in regards to writing and/or social media, to Foladé Bell at
folade@centerforcommunication.org AND community@centerforcommunication.org, with the subject
line: Cooper Leibner Editorial Fellowship 2019. Center for Communication, 195 Plymouth Street, Suite
320, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Changes in the neighborhood (including proposed) 

Renderings Reveal A New Hotel By Tan
Architect At 347 Lexington Avenue In
Murray Hill, Manhattan 
June 19, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris 
Following approvals from New York City’s Department of
Buildings, Epos Development will soon begin demolition at 347
Lexington Avenue [between 39th & 40th Street] in Murray Hill,
Manhattan, to clear the way for the construction of a 20-story
hotel. The new building will include 65 short-stay guest rooms, a
communal lounge, and a multipurpose room on the ground level.
At 200 feet tall, the structure will comprise 24,850 square feet and
replace an existing low-rise commercial building. Epos
Development partnered with Tan Architect, which was challenged
to design the slender building. The most recent renderings reveal
a sleek, dark-hued façade, gray cementitious elements at the
perimeter of the structure, and an open-air terrace toward the top
of the development. The developer has not yet confirmed an
anticipated date of completion for the hotel.

 

 

mailto:folade@centerforcommunication.org;+community@centerforcommunication.org?subject=Cooper%20Leibner%20Editorial%20Fellowship%202019
mailto:community@centerforcommunication.org
https://newyorkyimby.com/2019/06/renderings-reveal-a-new-hotel-development-designed-by-tan-architect-in-murray-hill-manhattan.html
http://newyorkyimby.com/


JPMorgan’s Supertall 270 Park Avenue
Gets Revised Height Of 1,322 Feet As
Permits Officially Pulled, In Midtown
East 
June 28, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Vanessa Londono 
The first official DOB applications have been filed for JPMorgan’s
new 57-story supertall office tower at 270 Park Avenue [between
47th & 48th Street] in Midtown East, Manhattan...The proposed
1,322-foot-tall development will yield 2,439,635 square feet, with
1,871,767 square feet designated for office space. The steel-

based structure will also have two sub-cellar levels, a cellar and seven enclosed parking spaces. This
proposal is noticeably shorter than the original diagrams that called for a 1,566-foot, eight-inch height,
which would have made it the tallest tower in the city by roof height. It’s also well below the 1,400-foot
height that JPMorgan projected in its plan with the zoning text amendment late last year. In May, the
New York City Council approved JPMorgan’s new headquarters as the first site to utilize the City’s East
Midtown Rezoning, which included a $42 million contribution to the public realm improvement fund
following an air rights purchase from Grand Central Terminal in 2018.

Ten New Developments Changing the Face of Kips Bay 
February 7, 2019, cityrealty.com, by CityRealty Staff 
A hidden gem can be found between Gramercy Park and Murray Hill: Kips Bay is named for Jacobus
Kips, owner of a manor house that was leased as a quarantined facility for patients with yellow fever.
That medical history lives on today, as Bellevue Hospital and NYU Langone sit practically side by side
on First Avenue. The area becomes more residential as it gets further west to Lexington Avenue. Kips
Bay is often touted as one of the few remaining sections of New York with relatively reasonable housing
prices. Critics chalk this up to the absence of flashy retail and restaurant opportunities. However, the
neighborhood has its share of unique businesses...We take a look at the most eye-catching new
construction that's sure to put Kips Bay on the map. 128 East 28th Street...161 East 28th Street...165
Lexington Avenue...345 East 33rd Street...229 Lexington Avenue...368 Third Avenue...543 Second
Avenue...Alexandria Center for Life Science...495 Third Avenue...501 Third Avenue. 
[Editor's note: An old article, but it summarizes many of the developments in Kips Bay. We are trying to
get more information about the plans for the Kips Bay commercial strip on 2nd Avenue where the AMC
Loews Kips Bay movie theater, Fairway, and Rite Aid are currently located.]

 

Community Board 3 Approves East River Park Resiliency Plan 
June 25, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
A controversial resiliency project that would require closing the East River Park for 3.5 years got
approval from Community Board 3 Tuesday...The bulk of the project would bury the East River Park
with 8- to 10-feet of soil and close it for 3.5 years with the goal of protecting the east side from
devastating impacts like those of Sandy...The Department of Design and Construction announced it
would hire a consultant this summer and later seek certification under sustainability guidelines for
infrastructure projects, called Envision...The board's vote, which is advisory, was a part of a lengthy
review process known as the uniform land use review procedure, or ULURP. That process ends with a
vote in City Council, where Councilmember Carlina Rivera would have a pivotal vote...The board's
approval vote also echoed the generally supportive resolution from Community Board 6, which covers
the Stuyvesant Town portion of the plan.

 

https://newyorkyimby.com/2019/06/jpmorgans-supertall-270-park-avenue-gets-revised-height-of-1322-feet-as-permits-officially-pulled-in-midtown-east.html
http://newyorkyimby.com/
https://www.cityrealty.com/nyc/market-insight/features/future-nyc/ten-new-developments-changing-face-kips-bay/28322
http://cityrealty.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/grd88/community-board-3-approves-east-river-park-resiliency-plan
http://patch.com/


Murray Hill in the news

Cyclist Killed By Truck Driver In Chelsea, Cops Say 
June 24, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira 
The cyclist was hit at Sixth Avenue between 23rd and 24th Street in Chelsea about 9:25 a.m., police
said. The woman, 20, was found unconscious lying in the road and was rushed to Bellevue Hospital
where she was pronounced dead, police said. The truck driver, in a white Freightliner delivery truck,
initially drove off, but he returned to the scene soon after, police said. Police issued the driver, 54, with
five summonses. 

 
 

Primary election results 

Legal Aid Attorney Grace Park Wins Judicial Primary In
Manhattan 
June 26, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira, Patch Staff 
[Civil Court Candidate] Grace Park won Manhattan's east side judicial primary Tuesday. After midnight,
Park had more than 73 percent of the vote with 90 percent of the results in, Board of Elections
preliminary results show....Though Park took the east side seat, civil court judges can be placed
anywhere in the city. Civil court judges can be assigned to work in family and criminal courts as well.
Cases include what the state describes as "everyday legal problems" for less than $25,000. The
position is a 10-year term. 

 

Traffic and transportation
14th Street Update: M14 A/D Select Bus Service Launches
Monday, July 1 
Source: DOT email 6/28/19 
On Monday, July 1, 2019, M14A/D Select Bus Service will begin along 14th Street in Manhattan. 
The previously announced plans to only permit buses and trucks on 14th Street between 3rd and 9th
Avenues seven days a week, 6AM to 10PM will not take effect on Monday July 1 as a result of the court
ruling. Vehicles will be allowed to use the bus lanes at all hours of the day. As we provide the court with
requested materials we will continue to keep the public updated on plans and timetables as they are
available.

Statement from NYC DOT:

“Our plans for 14th Street are the centerpiece of our Better Buses plan, with ambitious goals to increase
bus speeds. Today’s disappointing ruling will affect tens of thousands of M14 bus riders each day. We
understand from MTA that M14 Select Bus Service [SBS] will be moving forward this Monday [July 1,
2019], but the ruling means that for the first time in 11 years SBS will operate without the trademarked
dedicated lanes that have dramatically increased bus speeds and reliability around the City. “We will
provide the information the court has requested. We are confident in both our traffic analysis, and that
the court will recognize that we followed all correct procedures, allowing this critically important safety
and mobility project to proceed.”

https://patch.com/new-york/chelsea-ny/pedestrian-struck-truck-chelsea-police-say
http://patch.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/legal-aid-attorney-grace-park-wins-judicial-primary-manhattan
http://patch.com/


If you have a transportation-related problem, comment or question about the 14th Street Truck & Transit
Priority Pilot Project, please contact the DOT Commissioner online. If you have questions or comments
about the M14A/D Select Bus Service, including bus schedules, fare collection machines, fare
enforcement, or general MTA issues (Metrocard, subway) please contact the MTA online or call 511.

Legal E-Bikes Won't Be Allowed In NYC Bike Lanes, De Blasio
Says 
June 21, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar 
NEW YORK — Mayor Bill de Blasio wants to keep the fastest electric bicycles out of New York City's
bike lanes now that they're one signature away from being legalized. "They gave the power to localities
to figure out what would work and I can tell you one thing: we are not going to see folks going 25 miles
an hour in bike lanes, intermixed with bicyclists," the Democratic mayor said Friday in his weekly WNYC
interview. "That's dangerous." Both houses of the state Legislature passed a bill this week that would
legalize e-bikes with top speeds of 25 MPH. The measure, which Gov. Andrew Cuomo supports, was a
response to the NYPD's crackdown on the throttle-powered bikes popular with delivery workers, which
don't require the rider to pedal. "We've got to create a situation that creates enough order and security
for everyone, and particularly for our seniors, and pedestrians have to be protected first," de Blasio said.

Toll Hikes Eyed Again For NYC Bridges And Tunnels 
June 26, 2019, patch.com, by Adam Nichols 
The Port Authority of NY/NJ is expected to release more information Thursday about a series of
possible fee hikes at its bridges, tunnels, Path stations and airports. Most of the increases would be
introduced in 2020, but some could happen as soon as November this year. 
Officials said the hikes are due to inflation and several improvement projects designed to accommodate
the growing number of commuters in the region. In total, the toll and fare adjustments are expected to
generate $235 million in incremental annual revenue. 
Draft agenda for the MTA Meeting on June 27, 2019. 
Six public hearings are scheduled. The only one in Manhattan will be Hearing 1 on July 16 at 8am, 4
World Trade Center. Opportunity for public comment will be afforded for an extended period, until
September 13, 2019. More information about how to submit public comments TBA.

Council to Examine City’s Role in ‘Taxi Medallion Crisis’ 
June 21, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Joey Fox 
[T]axi medallion prices rose to extreme heights between 2002 and 2014 – as high as $1.3 million –
before crashing down amid a boom in the launch of the app-based for-hire vehicle sector. Thousands of
medallion owners are in immense debt with their medallions, which allow them to operate a city-
sanctioned yellow taxi, worth far less than at point of purchase, when they bought them from the city
through loans provided by private banks...Now, the Times’ investigation has caused a new flurry of
legislation after it showed how the Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) was instrumental in the
extraordinary inflation of medallion prices. Though the TLC was not directly involved in the reckless
lending practices that led to the taxi drivers’ debt, it stood to benefit from skyrocketing prices at
medallion auctions and chose to ignore signs that the market was highly unstable. The TLC is charged
with regulating the taxi industry, and the Mayor oversees it and the city budget, which has included and
relied on revenue from medallion sales...The hearing on Monday, [June 24] which will be jointly held by
the Committee on Transportation and the Committee on Oversight and Investigations, will...examine
TLC’s role in creating a speculative bubble in the medallion market, and to identify the regulatory
failures, the policy failures, that led to the collapse of the medallion market...In addition to the oversight
portion of the hearing, which will begin at 10 a.m. Monday, four new bills aimed at mitigating the crisis
will be introduced and discussed. The first...would require the TLC to “evaluate the character and
integrity” of medallion brokers. Another...would create a department within the TLC to evaluate the
financial stability of the industry. A third bill...would require the TLC to collect annual financial
disclosures from individuals with interest in a taxi license....[a fourth bill] to prohibit the sale or transfer of
a taxi license unless the funds used have been reviewed by the TLC...[other proposed bills]an
exemption for taxi drivers from congestion pricing to lower their costs...[bill passed] to reduce the
commercial motor vehicle tax on medallion owners from $1000 to $400...The June 24 Council hearing

https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/contact/contact-form.shtml
https://new.mta.info/schedules/bus
https://new.mta.info/customer-feedback
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https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/8621-council-to-examine-city-s-role-in-taxi-medallion-crisis
http://gothamgazette.com/


comes at a time of upheaval at the TLC. [proposed] establish a taxi medallion guaranty program to help
medallion owners who are unable to pay off their loans...proposed “dramatic plans” to buy back
medallions and forgive taxi drivers’ debt...waiving fees...establishing task forces...de Blasio...dismissed
the possibility of bailouts in an interview...calling the crisis a “private market reality” that the city is not
culpable for...On June 18, de Blasio announced that Department of Veterans’ Services official Jeffrey
Roth will become the new TLC commissioner. He replaces Meera Joshi, who departed the agency in
March. Joshi...was concerned that direct bailouts would benefit banks too much and drivers too little.
Her preferred solution instead was to encourage banks to take a loss and downsize the loans.

Affordability 

NYC’s affordability crisis continues to deepen, report shows 
June 20, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Caroline Spivack 
New data gives a snapshot of the city’s deepening affordability crisis as New Yorkers strain under rising
rents and costs of living. A new digital “Affordability index” published by Comptroller Scott Stringer
explores how the climbing costs of housing, transportation, healthcare, and other necessities put a very
real squeeze on New York City households, leaving many city denizens with dwindling savings.
Affordability index report: https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/affordability-index/ 
 

(opinion) When Owners Neglect Buildings and Don’t Pay Taxes,
Tenants Suffer – The City Can Help 
June 13, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Louise Carroll, Commissioner of the New York City Department
of Housing Preservation and Development 
Decades ago, the City launched the Third Party Transfer (TPT) program, which is one of the ways that
we hold building owners accountable while protecting residents by transferring tax-delinquent properties
to an affordable housing developer to keep people in their homes with robust rent stabilization and other
affordability protections. And it works: since 1996, we've provided stability and improved living
conditions for nearly 15,000 New Yorkers...More than 80% of the 420 properties included in the last
round of Third Party Transfer successfully addressed their municipal arrears and were removed from
the foreclosure action.

Could You Afford A $400 Emergency? Almost Half Of NYers
Can't 
June 20, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar 
NEW YORK — Almost half of New Yorkers are just a medical bill, an unexpected repair or a few parking
tickets away from a financial crisis, new research indicates. Some 45 percent of New York City adults
say they could not pay for a $400 emergency expense with cash, slightly higher than the national rate of
41 percent, according to a report released Thursday by the Robin Hood Foundation, an anti-poverty
nonprofit....The report is based on Robin Hood's Poverty Tracker, a regular survey that the organization
maintains with the Center on Poverty and Social Policy at Columbia University. It compares the local
data with nationwide figures from a Federal Reserve report released last year...'Having even a modest
$400 available in the case of an emergency can protect New Yorkers from facing additional hardships
as the result of costly and unexpected life events." Report:  https://robinhoodorg-production.s3.
amazonaws.com/uploads/2019/06/EMERGENCY-EXPENSE-REPORT_6_19_FINAL.pdf

Related article: Major Credit Card Debt Plagues 1 In 5 New
Yorkers, Report Shows 
June 18, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar 
Nearly a fifth of New Yorkers have five-figure credit card debts, one of the highest rates in the nation, a
recent report says.
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[Editor's note: Our neighborhood Science, Industry Business Library (SIBL) branch of the New York
Public Library offers free workshops and one-on-one counseling for personal finances. Check their
calendar: https://www.nypl.org/events/calendar?location=65. SIBL is located at 188 Madison Avenue
(between 34th & 35th Street), telephone 917-275-6975.]

Government, legislation, rules, policies, budget (including
pending) 

A Big Ugly Guide To Everything Progressive Democrats Did And
Didn't Get Through Albany At Session's End 
June 21, 2019, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim 
After winning control of state government for the first time in over a decade, Democratic lawmakers
flexed their political muscle by wrapping up what many were calling a historic year of legislative
accomplishments, placing New York at the front of a progressive agenda that addressed tenant
protections, climate change, criminal justice reform and sexual harassment. And that was just in the last
few weeks. Earlier in the year, the state passed some seismic bills on voting reforms, congestion
pricing, the Reproductive Health Act, the Child Victims Act, and a plastic bag ban, to name a few... 
Though they hoped to end the session on Wednesday, the official last day of voting, legislators wound
up working overtime into Friday morning. In the end, they managed to avoid the big ugly, the maligned
capitol tradition of cramming in disparate bills, which invites closed-door negotiations and horse trading.
Instead lawmakers put together what some referred to as a "little" or "slim ugly." 
Whatever you call it, there was still at least one eyebrow-raising item in the package: the appointment of
Robert Mujica, Cuomo's budget director, to the board of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.
Because Mujica does not meet the requirement that board members live in the area serviced by the
MTA, lawmakers had to carve out an exception for him. 
In another important provision, which was closely watched by the real estate industry, the rent law was
amended to say that market units built under 421-a, or its successor, the Affordable New York program,
would remain deregulated and not fall under rent stabilization.

Cuomo, Who Says He Doesn't Control The MTA, Just Got State
Law Changed To Put His Budget Director, Who Thinks Cuomo
Should Have More Control Over The MTA, On The MTA Board 
June 21, 2019, gothamist.com, by Stephen Nessen, WNYC 
At the end of the legislative session, New York State legislators and Governor Andrew Cuomo craft a
“Frankenbill” or “Big Ugly”, crammed with miscellaneous tweaks and spending measures. This year’s
productive session meant it was smaller than year’s past—more of a “Slim Ugly”—but Governor Cuomo
was able slip in language that would, by default (“Ex officio”), make the state’s budget director an MTA
board member. What this means is Robert Mujica, a governor appointee, who doesn’t live in the MTA’s
service area (which under normal circumstances would make him ineligible for the position), and with
barely a public hearing...will have a seat on the board of the state transit agency the governor said he
wanted to blow up.

 

Albany Wrap-Up: Senate Passes 53 of My Bills 
Email from State Senator Brad Hoylman 
Dear Neighbor: 
Albany has wrapped up the most productive legislative session in the history of our state. 
As you know, Democrats took decisive control of the State Senate for the first time in the better part of a
century. We elected Andrea Stewart-Cousins to serve as the first woman and African-American woman
to lead a legislative chamber in New York. 
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During the session, the Senate passed a total of 53 of my bills, including legislation allowing Congress
to obtain Donald Trump’s tax returns, providing long-denied justice to the adult survivors of child sexual
abuse, establishing human rights protections for transgender New Yorkers, cracking down on robocalls,
banning the scourge of floating electronic billboards in our waterways, and giving support to the Hudson
River Park. 
I’ve detailed more of my bills below for your perusal. Please call me at 212-633-8052 if you have any
questions. 
S.5072A: The TRUST Act, directs the Commissioner of the NYS Department of Taxation and Finance to
furnish state tax returns or reports upon written request of the chairperson of certain Congressional
committees. 
S.2440: The Child Victims Act, allows people who were sexually abused as children to seek justice
against their abusers and the institutions that harbored them. 
S.1047: Enacts the Gender Expression Non-Discrimination Act (GENDA) and prohibits discrimination
on the basis of gender identity or expression and includes certain offenses related to gender identity or
expression in the hate crime statute. 
S.3297D: Provides New Yorkers with the strongest protections against illegal robocalls in the nation by
requiring providers to make call blocking technology available to their customers free of charge,
prohibiting illegal or unwanted robocalls to both cell phones and landlines, prohibiting fraudulent Caller
ID spoofing, and authorizing strong enforcement action and penalties against illegal
robocallers.S.6541A: Bans floating digital billboards from the navigable waters of the State, including
the Hudson and East Rivers. 
S.6281A: Requires New York State to provide for the insurance, defense and indemnification for injuries
or property damages that occur on the bikeway along the Hudson River Park. 
S.1046: Bans so-called “conversion therapy,” of minors, the unscientific and harmful practice of
attempting to change someone’s sexual orientation or gender identity. 
S.45B: The Restoration of Honor Act, restores eligibility for State veterans programs and benefits for
servicemembers who received less than honorable discharges due to their sexual orientation or gender
identity, or a qualifying condition such as post-traumatic stress disorder, military sexual trauma or a
traumatic brain injury. 
S.2994A: Repeals the religious exemption from vaccination requirements for children, the abuse of
which likely contributed to this year’s dangerous, record-setting outbreak of measles in New York State. 
S.6573: Bans the so-called “gay panic” or “trans panic” defense that allows a criminal defendant to get a
lesser sentence by claiming their actions were caused by the sexual orientation or gender identity of
their victim. 
S.301A: Includes electronic cigarettes and liquid nicotine within the New York State Tobacco Use
Prevention and Control Program to discourage and reduce electronic cigarette use among minors
through education. 
S.439A: Limits the manufacture, sale, and distribution of firefighting foam containing PFAS chemicals
and requires disclosure if such chemicals are used in firefighting equipment.S.1481A: Requires
runaway and homeless youth providers to complete training on issues pertaining to LGBT youth. 
S.1847: Requires at least one member of the New York State Liquor Authority to be a resident of New
York City. 
S.2000A: Prohibits the sale or distribution of food packaging containing PFAS chemicals in New York
State. 
S.2071B: Legalizes compensated gestational surrogacy agreements and establishes a child’s
relationship to his or her parents where the child is conceived through assisted reproduction. 
S.6395: Limits the venue for filing a confession of judgment to in-state debtors, to curb the abuse of
New York’s legal system by out-of-state predatory lenders who prey on small businesses. 
S.25B: Creates a fifteen-member “Bird-Friendly Building Council” to study and recommend building
designs and other strategies to reduce the number of birds killed by collisions with buildings. 
S.31: Requires any organization making capital improvements using funds administered by the
Dormitory Authority of the State of New York (DASNY) or the New York State Urban Development
Corporation to purchase only Energy Star equipment and appliances, where available. 
S.35: Clarifies the definition of an “imitation weapon” in state law and requires toy guns to be brightly
colored or made entirely of transparent or translucent materials, so they are not mistaken as actual
firearms. 
S. 41: Grants a court discretion to designate part or all of a fine or penalty be paid by a violator of the



State’s antitrust law be paid to the Office of Victim Services. 
S.55: Requires the State Liquor Authority to maintain on its website public information regarding the
method of operations of establishments under its jurisdiction, including hours of operation and maximum
occupancy. 
S.870: Expands the membership of the Public Health and Health Planning Council to include additional
advocates for low- and moderate-income consumers and labor representatives. 
S.1471A: Requires hospitals that provide inpatient or residential care to offer patients plant-based food
options for every meal and snack, at no additional cost. 
S.1475A: Requires businesses making automatic renewal or continuous service offers to consumers in
New York to clearly disclose the terms of such offers and obtain consumers’ express consent before
charging them for goods or services, and to provide consumers with convenient methods of
cancellation. 
S.2279A: Makes it easier for victims of sexual assault, particularly minors, to get access to a full
regimen of HIV-post exposure care at no out-of-pocket cost to the victim. 
S.2377: Requires the Veterans Health Care Information Program to provide information concerning
health issues to the children of veterans, and requires the Department of Corrections and Community
Supervision (DOCCS) to collect and maintain data on the military background of people subject to its
jurisdiction. 
S.3118A: Allows pharmacists to synchronize the dispensing of multiple prescriptions for Medicaid
recipients so they may pick up multiple prescription refills at the same time. 
S.3839: Requires real estate brokers to take continuing education courses in ethics and legal
developments in the real estate industry. 
S.3999: Clarifies that a petition to adopt shall not be denied solely on the basis that the petitioner’s
parentage is already legally recognized under New York State law. 
S.4060: Requires renewal notices to be mailed to those enrolled in the Senior Citizen Rent Increase
Exemption (SCRIE) and Disability Rent Increase Exemption (DRIE) programs no less than 30 days
prior to their application renewal date. 
S.4657A: Ensures that victims of domestic violence and other crime victims have a right to call for
police or emergency assistance without fear of being evicted as a “nuisance.” 
S.4865A: the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act, addresses the abuse of partition actions by
predatory real estate speculators against families who have inherited property. 
S.6050: Requires the court to consider acts of domestic violence when determining the equitable
disposition of property in a divorce proceeding. 
S.6204: Extends the statute of limitations from one year to two years relating to a civil action by an
employee who has been the subject of a retaliatory personnel action. 

 

A Budget for All New Yorkers 
Source: NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson email of 6/27/19 
A budget is more than just numbers. It's a reflection of values. This past week the New York City
Council officially adopted the City's Fiscal Year 2020 Budget. This is my second budget as Speaker and
it aligns completely with my guiding principal: do the most good for the people who need it the
most. This budget is also a big win for Council District 3, with increased resources for libraries, trash
collection, parks, and schools. Budget: https://council.nyc.gov/budget/wp-content/uploads/
sites/54/2019/06/FY20-Expense-Revenue-and-Capital-Report.pdf 
[Editor's note: The NYC budget is balanced in FY 2019 and 2020 by prepayments from prior years. For
Fiscal Years 2021, 2022, 2023, there are gaps to be closed of $2.8 billion to $3.4 billion. The Council
has strongly advocated for new spending to be balanced by savings. The Executive Budget outlines
$908 million in new needs for Fiscal 2020...$306 million in City funds to compensate for State budget
cuts, cost shifts, and unfunded mandates compris[e] a significant portion of the Fiscal 2020 new needs.

Related article: Mayor de Blasio rejects $1.3M in federal health
funds tied to Trump administration’s abortion ‘gag rule’ 
June 28, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Anna Sanders 
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New York City public hospitals will reject $1.3 million in federal health funds rather than adhere to a
Trump administration “gag rule” that bars doctors from giving patients information about abortion.

The Advocate: News and Updates from the NYC Public
Advocate Jumaane D. Williams 
Email of June 21, 2019 
#ProtectingWorkers. Under the City’s Human Rights Law, employees could request reasonable
accommodations for a variety of reasons– but employers were still legally able to retaliate against
employees for this request. This week, the Public Advocate passed a law to change that. Employers are
now barred from taking retaliatory action if an employee requested a reasonable accommodation on the
basis of religious observance, disability, pregnancy, childbirth, medical condition, or their status as a
victim of domestic violence, a sex offense or stalking, among several other possible reasons.

Cuomo, Legislative Majorities Reach Deal on 'History-Making'
Climate Bill 
June 18, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Noah Berman 
Climate and Community Protection Act (CCPA), setting the stage for passage of a bill to significantly
reduce New York’s greenhouse gas emissions and transition the state toward a green
economy...Compromise was reached over the weekend as the three parties [Assembly, Senate,
Cuomo] negotiated a host of issues, and came to a number of agreements, just ahead of the scheduled
end of the Albany legislative session on Wednesday...The agreed-upon bill sets ambitious standards to
curtail greenhouse gas emissions, including transitioning to 70 percent renewable energy by 2030 and
85 percent emissions reductions by 2050. Between 35 and 40 percent of the money allocated by the
bill’s transition requirements will be invested in communities most vulnerable to climate change. The bill
will also create provisions for wage and labor standards for state-supported “green jobs” or those that
improve sustainability. 

How Much is Too Much? A Growing Debate To Limit NYC
Brokers' Fees 
June 28, 2019, ny1.com, by Michael Herzenberg 
More than a thousand rental real estate professionals are protesting against a proposed City Council bill
that would limit upfront charges to renters looking for apartments...“Today we’ll be hearing legislation
that seeks to limit the up front cost faced by many tenants in the rental process,” explained Housing and
Buildings Committee Chair Robert Cornege Jr. Under the legislation. brokers and agents hired by
landlords to lease apartments could charge tenants a fee of no more than one month's rent. That's
about half of the typical fee of 15 percent...The legislation would not apply to brokers hired by renters.
Those brokers, the bill’s sponsor, City Council member Keith Powers says, would be free to charge
whatever commission they want...The sponsor says it will likely undergo some revisions over the
summer. He's hoping to get it passed in the fall.

Cuomo's Unfinished Business: 3 Issues the Governor Says Will
Form Basis of His 2020 Agenda 
June 23, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Noah Berman 
“What didn’t get done?,” [Governor Andrew] Cuomo continued...“I’m disappointed that surrogacy did not
get done, and I will continue to fight for that. Legalization of marijuana. Prevailing wage. Those are
really the issues that did not get done, and I will revisit all of them next year.”

In End of Session Deals, Cuomo and Legislators Pass Capital
Budget, with New 'SAM' Money 
June 26, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Andrew Millman 
As part of their end-of-session rush, the State Legislature passed this year’s state capital budget,
months later than usual after it was not passed as part of the other budget bills that moved on or before
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the April 1 start of the new state fiscal year. One provision of the $3.9 billion capital budget added $385
million to the coffers of the opaque State and Municipal Facilities Program, often referred to as SAM,
which has in a sense replaced the old “member item” system for awarding pork projects to legislators,
while also providing the governor millions to work with...These funds can be used for any number of
things, from additional police cars for local departments to playgrounds and skate parks to local library
renovations. The programs are not immediately lined out in the budget, but allocated based on an even
less transparent internal process...SAM can be seen as a successor to member items, a process where
legislators could use money from a discretionary fund controlled by the legislature for projects in their
districts...member items “amounted to $100 million or so a year at their peak,” but SAM will now be
authorized to spend over $2.3 billion in the coming years...For SAM projects, the governor or individual
legislators make requests, and those requests are then approved (or not) by the state’s Division of
Budget or the Dormitory Authority. The Dormitory Authority then administers approved funding...[E.J.
McMahon of the Empire Center think tank] says SAM is “a completely indefensible program,” because
“it’s all financed with borrowed money...

Supreme Court finds that courts can't rule on partisan
gerrymandering cases 
June 27, 2019, thehill.com, by Jacqueline Thomsen 
The Supreme Court ruled 5-4 on Thursday that political partisan gerrymandering cases are outside the
purview of federal courts, a decision that underscored the ideological divide among the nine justices
and is sure to have lasting implications.

Senators unveil bipartisan bill to target 'deepfake' video threat 
June 28, 2019, thehill.com, by Maggie Miller 
A bipartisan group of senators introduced legislation Friday to assess and cut down on the threat posed
by “deepfake” videos, which are created through the use of artificial intelligence (AI) technologies to
manipulate original videos. The Deepfake Report Act is sponsored by Senate Artificial Intelligence
Caucus co-founders Rob Portman (R-Ore.) and Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.), along with Sens. Joni Ernst
(R-Iowa), Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii), Cory Gardner (R-Colo.), Gary Peters (D-Mich.) and Mike Rounds
(R-S.D.). 
This legislation would require the Department of Homeland Security to conduct an annual study of
deepfakes and related content. It would also require the department to assess the AI technologies used
to create deepfakes and propose changes, additions to, or new regulations around these technologies.
A companion House version was also introduced Friday by Reps. Derek Kilmer (D-Wash.), Pete King
(R-N.Y.), Stephanie Murphy (D-Fla.) and Will Hurd (R-Texas).

New In District 2 
Email from NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, June 6, 2019 
Carlina's bill protecting bike lanes from construction passed in the Council. The bill, officially known as
Intro 1163, ensures that lanes or sufficient detour lanes are available and protected when construction
and road work impact bicyclists.

(opinion) A very dangerous Trump proposal you may not know
about 
June 18, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Derek Thomas 
In early May, the Trump administration released a regulatory change that would redefine the federal
formula for determining poverty. This proposal, which is facing a public comment deadline this Friday,
would grossly misrepresent our country’s collective well-being and pose severe consequences for low-
income New Yorkers. It threatens to make fewer New Yorkers eligible for food assistance, health and
other forms of essential poverty assistance.

(opinion) A matter of mental health 
June 27, 2019, timesunion.com 
Since the 1950s, New York has been moving people with serious mental illness out of institutions. The
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effort had two commendable goals: to integrate these people as much as possible into society, and to
reduce the huge cost of institutionalization...The numbers suggest the system is under increasing strain.
Over the past decade, state spending on mental health has declined from just under $2 billion to $1.3
billion. If spending had kept up with inflation, it would need to be $2.4 billion today. And that doesn't
factor in the growth in the population in the mental health system — more than 770,000, compared with
717,000 in 2011, according to the state's own estimates...Mental health advocates note that the needs
of people entering the system have changed. They're no longer formerly institutionalized patients
somewhat used to rules and routines, who were taking only a couple of medications to control their
illnesses. Now they tend to come off the streets, require more intensive management and rely on a
whole range of drugs. All this is run largely by workers who earn around minimum wage — which,
incidentally, is rising under state law, even as state funding doesn't keep up...It's a matter of human
dignity to allow and enable mentally ill people to live in the least restrictive environment possible. And
it's a matter of public interest and safety that it be done right, which includes adequate funding.

Weekly Update email from Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney, NY-12, June
21, 2019 
On Monday, I introduced the Nonprofit Relief Act of 2019 with Majority Whip James Clyburn. Our bill will
repeal provisions in the 2017 Republican Tax Scam that are hurting nonprofits...After last week’s
helicopter crash in Midtown, I sat down with my colleagues and we all agreed that we need to ban non-
essential helicopter flights over NYC. So today, I, with Reps. Jerry Nadler and Nydia Velázquez, led a
letter to the FAA urging them to implement this ban. https://maloney.house.gov/media-center/press-
releases/maloney-nadler-vel-zquez-lead-call-for-faa-to-stop-non-essential. 

 

The New York Public Library is asking us to thank our
government officials for including additional funding for the
libraries in their budget for next year. https://www.nypl.org/speakout?
utm_source=eNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Advocacy2019_
20190619_ThankYou&utm_campaign=2019BudgetAdvocacy

 

Charter Commission (City Council)
Charter Revision Commission Approves 17 Proposals for
November Ballot 
June 13, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Caitlyn Rosen

For Total of 20 Potential Reforms, Charter Commission Adds 3
More Proposals to November Ballot 
June 19, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Caitlyn Rosen 
Potential changes to the city’s central governing laws and constitution -- the city Charter -- the proposals
include items like ranked-choice voting, bolstering police oversight, and city budget
reform...Commissioners further placed considerations into five ballot groupings: elections and
redistricting, Civilian Complaint Review Board (the NYPD oversight body), governance, finance, and
land use...The commission staff will now start to draft ballot language to be submitted to the City Clerk
and then Board of Elections, with voters able to approve or disapprove of each grouping through “yes”
or “no” votes on the November 5 ballot.
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Charter Commission website: https://www.charter2019.nyc/ 
Ballot proposals: https://www.charter2019.nyc/ballot-proposals

July 24 - Commission holds public meeting to vote on final report and materials for November ballot, at
City Hall. 
 

Tackling tech challenges, from the White
House to City Hall 
June 24, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough 
After a long wait, New York City finally has a new chief
technology officer. John Paul Farmer, a former Microsoft
executive and White House technology adviser during the Obama
administration, took over the role on June 3, more than a year
after Alby Bocanegra began filling in for former CTO Miguel
Gamiño.

 

Stories we are following

 

UES NYCHA Residents Celebrate Reversal On 50-Story Tower 
June 18, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel 
The city is going back to the drawing board on a plan to develop part of the Holmes Towers complex on
East 93rd Street. Residents who opposed for years a city plan to allow private development at an Upper
East Side public housing complex celebrated the city's decision to scrap the plan to conduct more
community outreach.

Supreme Court Leaves Census Question on Citizenship in
Doubt 
June 27, 2019, nytimes.com, by Adam Liptak 
In a setback for the Trump administration, the Supreme Court on Thursday rejected its stated reason for
adding a question on citizenship to the census, leaving in doubt whether the question would appear on
the census forms sent to every household in the nation next year. Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.,
writing for the majority, said the explanation offered by the Trump administration for adding the question
“appears to have been contrived.” But he left open the possibility that it could provide an adequate
answer...While the question is barred for now, it is at least possible that the administration will be able to
offer adequate justifications for it. But time is short, as the census forms must be printed soon.
President Trump commented on Twitter, writing that he had “asked the lawyers if they can delay the
Census, no matter how long, until the United States Supreme Court is given additional information from
which it can make a final and decisive decision on this very critical matter.” Opponents of the citizenship
question applauded the Supreme Court's motion. "Thanks to the Court, the census will remain a tool for
delivering on our government’s promise of fairness and equity, and states, like New York, will not be
shortchanged out of critical resources or political representation," said New York State Attorney General
Letitia James, whose office argued one of the lawsuits. 

(opinion) The Williams Pipeline Came Back from the Dead - But
the Shellfish Won’t 
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June 27, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Robert Wood 
Maybe you’ve heard: the Williams Northeast Supply Enhancement Pipeline, proposed to carry fracked
gas through New York Harbor yet temporarily stopped by the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation due to water-quality concerns, is already back from the dead. Because the
needed permit was denied by the DEC “without prejudice,” Williams was allowed to reapply, and—
putting quickness above caution—it already has. 

In coworking era, pricey urban real estate does double duty 
January 15, 2019, curbed.com, by Patrick Sisson 
Restaurants-turned-offices, pop-up retail, and shared kitchens underscore demand for flexible space. 
Spacious [the coworking startup] launched in 2016 with a quirky value proposition: By transforming
high-end restaurants into daytime coworking spaces, the startup would offer discounted workspace to
freelancers while giving restaurant owners a new source of income. In other words, the restaurant
would have a side hustle. Now encompassing more than a dozen spaces across New York City,
Spacious’s star rose in tandem with increasing commercial rents and the rapid expansion of the
freelance workforce. The company’s takeover of a former chain restaurant is actually temporary—it’s a
license, not a lease—but that’s the plan’s genius, according to Pesek. As the landlord searches for a
long-term tenant, Spacious will turn the space into an “evergreen pop-up,” generating rent and
activating the space between permanent owners. “We’re offering landlords a deal; we can make this [a]
productive space with the least amount of friction possible,” says Pesek. “With the growing vacancy rate
of street-level retail in New York City, populating these dark storefronts is the game plan for us in
2019.”...The shift toward a mobile, distributed workforce—according to latest annual study by Upwork
and the Freelance Union, 1 in 3 Americans is part of the rapidly expanding freelance workforce—means
workers can be productive anywhere there’s a good Wi-Fi connection. Add rising commercial rents and
vacancies in big cities, and companies like Spacious see opportunity in turning just about any
underused space into one for coworking...But the demand for dynamic shared spaces isn’t going
anywhere. COVO instead focused on adding hospitality to the mix, according to co-founder Daniel
Brian. Instead of merely offering free coffee and beer, COVO locations include full-fledged coffee shops
and bars. The idea is to offer members spaces to mingle, meet, and network. While in some ways it
comes full circle—from coffee shop to coworking to coffee shop again—it also offers another example of
building flexibility into the business model. 

Consumer advisories
How to stop unwanted calls 
Source: Federal Trade Commission Consumer Information 
Are you getting unwanted calls? It could be scammers calling. Scammers use the internet to make calls
from all over the world. They don’t care if you’re on the National Do Not Call Registry. That’s why your
best defense against unwanted calls is call blocking. Which type of call-blocking or call-labeling
technology you use will depend on the phone — whether it’s a mobile, traditional landline, or a home
phone that makes calls over the internet (VoIP). Learn how to block unwanted calls at ftc.gov/calls.

There are no “quick fixes” to clean up your credit 
Source: Federal Trade Commission, by Lisa Lake, Consumer Education Specialist 
If you’re trying to clean up your credit, you’ll come across plenty of companies offering an easy fix. But
any company promising instant results for a price is likely a scam...Here’s the thing about credit repair:
there’s rarely an instant fix. To clean up your credit and protect yourself from credit scams: 

Get a free copy of your credit report. Review it carefully. Do you recognize all the accounts listed? 
If you find mistakes, contact the credit bureau and the business that reported the information.
They must delete inaccurate or incomplete information. You don’t have to pay anyone to do this
for you – you can dispute inaccurate items on your credit report yourself, for free. There’s nothing
a company could do for you that you couldn’t do yourself. 

http://gothamgazette.com/
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http://curbed.com/
http://ftc.gov/calls
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Only time can correct negative, accurate information on your credit report. You can rebuild your
credit by paying your bills on time, paying off debt and not creating new debt. 

If you need help cleaning up your credit:

Contact a legitimate credit counseling organization. Good credit counselors review your whole
financial situation before they make a plan. They won’t promise to fix all your problems or ask you
to pay in advance. 
Learn how to spot a credit repair scam. Does the company ask for money up front? Did they say
not to contact the credit bureaus yourself? Or tell you to dispute accurate information on your
credit report? If you said “yes” to any of those, stop right there. You’re probably dealing with a
scam. 

[Editor's note: you can also contact the Science, Business & Industry Library branch of the NYPL (SIBL)
at 188 Madison Avenue (between 34th & 35th Street). They have many free services providing personal
financial counseling.]

Your right to post honest reviews 
May 8, 2019, consumer.ftc.gov, by Bridget Small, Consumer Education Specialist, Federal Trade
Commission 
Shoppers benefit from knowing what others have to say, and the Consumer Review Fairness Act
(CRFA) protects people’s ability to share their truthful experiences and opinions.

Labeling standards for genetically engineered products 
Source: SierraRise.org 
The Department of Agriculture finalized its national labeling standard for genetically engineered
products in December 2018. These are the labels that will be appearing in stores by 2022. The new

standards have some issues, they
completely exempt processed GMO
ingredients, like sugar beets or high
fructose corn syrup, allow companies
to hide GMO information behind
website URLs and QR codes, use
the term "bioengineered" instead of
commonly used alternatives like

"genetically engineered" or "GMO", don't apply to small businesses, to-go food prepared at grocery
stores, and meat and milk from animals fed GMOs, food can be up to 5% GMO before triggering the
labeling requirement.

 

Our government representatives
When contacting your representative by email, be sure to state your address so that they know that you
are a constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites.

Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org

Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org

NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-1077,
District2@council.nyc.gov

NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-7757,
SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov

https://www.justice.gov/ust/list-credit-counseling-agencies-approved-pursuant-11-usc-111
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NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-0580,
KPowers@council.nyc.gov

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300,
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov

Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, #GetHelp, The Office of the Public Advocate assists with
complaints and inquiries involving government-related services and regulations. Telephone Hotline:
212-669-7250, email: GetHelp@advocate.nyc.gov

Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message:
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page

NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-
490-9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov

NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-
hoylman, 212-633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov

NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-
Quart, 212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov

NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov

NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/
Richard-N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov

U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congrssional District:
https://maloney.house.gov, 212-860-0606, website contact form: https://maloney.house.gov/contact-
carolyn/email-me

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: www.schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form:
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: www.gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact
form: www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me

U.S. President Donald Trump: https://www.whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump, website contact
form: https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
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And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc 
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 

 

You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. 
To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove” in

the subject.

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/murrayhillnyc/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove



