
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News
section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. 

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members:  
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts 

 

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information
about the MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association! 

Read our Privacy Statement 

 

 

Murray Hill Photo Album

 Information that may be of interest...June 17, 2019
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Pershing Square West Plaza is open!  
Photo by Nancy Idaka Sheran

Summer Flowers in Bloom on the Murray Hill
Malls on Park Avenue  
Photo by Nancy Idaka Sheran

 

Second Avenue Infrastructure Replacement Project: This is what 100 year old pipes look like!  
Pipes being replaced along 3rd Avenue at 34th Street. Photo by Nancy Idaka Sheran.

 

 

Photos from the Young Professionals Vin & Fin event on June 13.  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/k39wivsonhew9ni/AADUqRaWDYJmH6SRaPkGnFfHa?dl=0 

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

June 20   3 – 7pm  
Senior Resource Fair  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/k39wivsonhew9ni/AADUqRaWDYJmH6SRaPkGnFfHa?dl=0


Manhattan Community Board Six is hosting a Senior Resource Fair at which there will be assistance
on freezing your rent, cargiver support, health screenings, vision and hearing exams, and other
mental health resources. Representatives from City agencies will be present along with local elected
officials and much more! Click here to view the flyer for this event: http://cbsix.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/06/2019-06-03-Senior-Resource-Flier.pdf. RSVP at https://tinyurl.com/cbsixsenior or
call 212-319-3750.  
at Baruch College Multi-purpose Room 1-107  
55 Lexington Avenue

 

June 21   4-7pm  
Summer Solstice Music Festival  
FREE and open to the public. Join the Grand Central Partnership on Friday, June 21 from 4 pm to 7
pm for the Summer Solstice Music Festival! The event, which is inspired by Paris’ Fête de la Musique,
will feature live musical performances throughout the district, ranging from swing, to steel band, to
contemporary jazz, to rock and pop covers and more. VARIOUS LOCATIONS (on Park Avenue,
Pershing Square West Plaza, and Lexington Avenue).

 

June 21   6pm (and continuing throughout the summer)  
Bryant Park Picnic Performances 
FREE and open to the public. Bryant Park Picnic Performances are an accessible and inviting way to
experience New York City’s incredible performing arts. The series includes Contemporary Dance,
Shakespeare, Latin Dance Festival, Accordions Around the World, New York City Opera, Emerging
Music Festival, Carnegie Hall Citywide concerts, and an Alvin Ailey Revelations Celebration
Community Workshop. No dress code, no tickets, and no lines. At each show, Bryant Park lends out
250 free picnic blankets for audience members to spread out and relax on the Lawn as they watch.
Beer, wine, and food are available for purchase, and the grass is dotted with jugglers and supersized
games. Grab a blanket, get comfortable, and enjoy the show! See the full lineup here.  
 

June 26 & 27   9pm  

Democratic Primary Debates  
On TV.

 

Kudos!
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Dangerous Sinkhole on 40th Street (Before) After

MHNA and Community Board 6 Collaborate to Get a Sinkhole
Fixed in Murray Hill
After reporting a sinkhole to 311 and more than a year of city agencies trying to decide who was
responsible for the dangerous large and growing sinkhole located on 40th Street between 2nd and
3rd Avenues, the situation was brought to the attention of Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Trustee Cynthia Fareed, Esq. Ms. Fareed brought the matter to the attention of the other MHNA
Trustees and a collaborative effort between the MHNA and Manhattan Community Board Six was
undertaken involving Brendan Birth, Community Associate at CB6, and Mathew Roberts, MHNA Vice
President/Chair of the Quality of Life Committee and CB6 Member. DEP (Department of
Environmental Protection) took responsibility for the sinkhole and fixed it, removing the hazard. The
MHNA is glad to have helped provide a resolution for this long-standing problem to keep Murray Hill
streets safe!   
Photos provided by Cynthia Fareed.

Business opportunities
New URBAN-X Cohort Has Ideas for Public Spaces,
Firefighters  
June 6, 2019, govtech.com, by News Staff  
Seven more startups [Cohort 6] have joined URBAN-X’s accelerator program, which now offers
$150,000 and 20 weeks of hands-on help from a global network of experts. Four of them are gov tech
companies, tackling a variety of niches.  
URBAN-X, a New York-based accelerator for urban tech startups, has announced a sixth cohort
comprised of seven companies, several of which could yield safety and service improvements for
local governments. Chosen from among hundreds of applicants around the globe, the cohort includes
the following startups with ideas for the public sector:  
3AM Innovations, which wants to use data automation, shareable electronics and decentralized
software to reduce firefighter confusion during emergencies  
Hubbster, which aims to improve existing public spaces by turning them into sites for games or social
experiences  
Pi Variables, which is making intelligent software and hardware to improve safety for people who work
on roadways, including work-zone personnel, law enforcement, fire equipment personnel, utility and
maintenance vehicles, helicopter pilots and maritime navigators  
Varuna, a cloud-based platform for water utility providers that uses data analytics and insights to

https://www.govtech.com/biz/New-URBAN-X-Cohort-Has-Ideas-for-Public-Spaces-Firefighters.html
http://govtech.com/


improve efficiency and situational awareness  
The other three members of the cohort are Cove.Tool, which is using automated performance
modeling on early building designs to save time and money; Evolve Energy, which aims to cut carbon
emissions and energy costs with wholesale power prices and IoT devices; and Food for All, a
marketplace for surplus food in which restaurants can sell their surplus meals for at least 50 percent
off.  
Through URBAN-X’s 20-week program, each of these startups will develop their solutions and go-to-
market strategies with hands-on assistance from experts in URBAN-X’s global network, including
BMW engineers and designers, software developers, and experts in policy, marketing and
communication...  
Applications for Cohort 07 are open until Oct. 1.  

 

FREE online webinars for businesses  
2019 National Small Business Week Virtual Conference. Free educational webinars (with transcripts),
mentoring, networking opportunities and business resources, the U.S. Small Business Administration
and SCORE co-hosted a two-day Virtual Conference during National Small Business Week:
https://www.score.org/event/2019-national-small-business-week-virtual-conference. Example of one
of the transcripts, shortened for better readability: The Culture Imperative - Drive Growth with
Customer Obsession 

 

Changes in the neighborhood
 

Lower East Side And Kips Bay Hospitals Open LGBTQ Health
Centers  
June 6, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira  
Adding to two existing Pride Health Centers in the Upper East Side and Bed-Stuy, NYC Health +
Hospitals is opening two more centers at Bellevue in Kips Bay [462 First Ave.] and Gouverneur on the
Lower East Side...At Bellevue, it will be open Mondays and Fridays 9 a.m. to noon, with availability on
Tuesday and Thursday for urgent appointments. Beyond the center's specific hours, LGBTQ-affirming
care is still available full-time at both sites...To make an appointment, call 844-NYC-4NYC. [Editor's
note: this has also been added to the Resources section on www.murrayhillnyc.org.]

YIMBY Scopes Views And
Interiors Of Summit, At 222
East 44th Street In Turtle Bay  
June 13, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael
Young  
YIMBY recently visited the newly-completed 43-
story residential building dubbed Summit, at 222
East 44th Street, in the Midtown neighborhood of
Turtle Bay. The tower was designed by Handel
Architects and developed by BLDG Management.
Leasing and marketing for the 429 residences,
which range from studios to three-bedroom units,
is being led by Douglas Elliman Development

Marketing. Andres Escobar is behind the interiors. “The most in-demand NYC views are of landmarks
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old and new, and the rivers. Summit features unparalleled perspectives of the Chrysler Building,
United Nations, Empire State Building, and the East River,” “The Summit of Manhattan” sculpture by
Australian artist Todd Stuart. Photo by Michael Young.  
 

 

Waldorf Astoria Preps Launch
Of Condo Sales Following
Conversion  
June 13, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
Chinese-based Anbang Insurance Group has
tapped Douglas Elliman and Knight Frank to
market the new "ultra-luxury" homes at the iconic
Fifth Avenue hotel, which has been re-branded
"The Towers of the Waldorf Astoria," the
development firm announced.  
"The meticulous revitalization of this beloved
landmark is well underway, and we cannot wait to
show a global audience what we have been
creating. This will be a rare opportunity to own a
home at one of the most special addresses in the

world"...Before redevelopment the Waldorf Astoria held about 1,400 rooms, but after it will feature just
350. About 75 percent of the hotel rooms were demolished to make way for the condominiums...The
hotel and condominium tower are expected to reopen in 2021. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)  
 

 

Rendering Revealed For 35-Story 368 Third Avenue As
Excavation Commences, In Kips Bay  
June 14, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
368 Third Avenue. Rendering from Minrav Development's website. Excavation work is in full swing at
368 Third Avenue in Kips Bay, the site of a new 35-story mixed-use residential tower, and today
YIMBY has a first look at renderings for the project. Located between East 26th Street and East 27th
Street, the building is designed by SLCE Architects. Minrav Development purchased the site from
Continental Ventures and Itzhaki Acquisitions for $64 million. Plans call for a 388-foot tall, 145,000-
square-foot structure yielding 100 apartments, averaging around 1,110 square feet apiece.
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Murray Hill in the news
 

Readers pick Campari Group space as New York's Coolest
Office  
June 14, 2019, crainsnewyork.com, by Gerald Schifman  
After Crain's published its Coolest Offices feature this week, readers were asked to choose their
overall favorite of the five winners named this year. Campari Group's Grace Building office topped the
online poll with 45% of the vote. Campari Group moved its North American headquarters from San
Francisco to Midtown West in November, decking out its new space with amenities. The office of the
Italian spirits distributor has four bars offering company products to employees and guests. The space
is outfitted with an innovation lab, where mixologists and brand ambassadors can create craft
cocktails. Located on 42nd Street between Fifth and Sixth avenues, the 1114 Sixth Ave. office offers
views of Bryant Park, 11 floors below. [Editor's note: A tie-in with Murray Hill: William Russell Grace,
an Irish immigrant, the first Catholic Mayor of NYC (elected in 1880 and 1884) and a powerful
businessman, founded the W. R. Grace Company, which built the Grace Building located at the north
side of Bryant Park. The Grace Building was completed in 1974, by architect Gordon Bunshaft,
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill. W.R. Grace lived for a time in a townhouse in Murray Hill at 31 E. 38th
Street. Google street view of 31 E. 38th Street: https://www.google.com/maps/@
40.749971,-73.9803691,0a,75y/data=!3m4!1e1!3m2!1sEBtK6TB6M3Qms9mZ-LPzOA!2e0]

NYC Charter Revision
The Charter Revision Commission approves 17 ballot
initiatives  
Here’s what will be on New York City ballots this fall.  
June 13, 2019, cityandstate.com, by Rebecca C. Lewis  
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Elections
The June primary election Voter Guide is available  
The New York City Campaign Finance Board's Voter Guide has information about the races that will
appear on your ballot for the primary election on Tuesday June 25th. If you cannot make it to the polls
on the 25th, request an absentee ballot by filling out an application and mail it in before Tuesday June
18th. You can also stop by your local Board of Elections office up until the 24th to apply for your ballot
in person. The BOE is offering extended absentee voting hours from June 18th to the
23rd. NYCCFB's website: http://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes

Upcoming Elections: What's on the June 25 Ballot in New York
City  
June 6, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Andrew Millman & Ben Max  
Below is the full rundown of the races that will be on the ballot on June 25...  
- For 3 Supreme Court delegate slates -- 71st, 72nd, 75th (plus alternates) -- there are contested
Democratic primaries. All others are uncontested.  
- For Civil Court, the 4th district judgeship (Murray Hill, Kips Bay, Peter Cooper Village, and
Stuyvesant Town) is a Democratic primary between Lynne M. Fischman Uniman and E. Grace Park.  
- There are no primaries for the citywide position of Public Advocate: incumbent Jumaane Williams is
the Democratic nominee; Republicans plan to nominate City Council Member Joe Borelli of Staten
Island.

'Nightmarish': Lawmakers brace for swarm of 2020 deepfakes  
June 13, 2019, politico.com, by Cristiano Lima  
The widespread existence of deepfakes could even make some people dismiss legitimate videos as
fabricated.  
Meanwhile, another Democratic lawmaker, Rep. Yvette Clarke(D-N.Y.), on Wednesday introduced
legislation that would require creators to label deepfakes with digital watermarks and disclaimers
identifying them as forgeries. But the bill was introduced without any co-sponsors, and Clarke
conceded Wednesday that legislative action on the issue has been hard to come by.

De Blasio qualifies for first presidential primary debates  
June 13, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Anna Sanders  
The first two debates will take place on June 26 and 27 in Miami, Florida, at 9 p.m., with the 20
candidates split over the two nights.

Election Rules Are an Obstacle to Cybersecurity of
Presidential Campaigns  
June 6, 2019, nytimes.com, by Nicole Perlroth and Matthew Rosenberg  
One year out from the 2020 elections, presidential candidates face legal roadblocks to acquiring the
tools and assistance necessary to defend against the cyberattacks and disinformation campaigns that
plagued the 2016 presidential campaign. Federal laws prohibit corporations from offering free or
discounted cybersecurity services to federal candidates. The same law also blocks political parties
from offering candidates cybersecurity assistance because it is considered an “in-kind
donation.”...Christopher Wray, the F.B.I. director, warned in April that Russian election interference
continued to pose a “significant counterintelligence threat”...The 2020 campaigns themselves are
unlikely to have the expertise to track disinformation campaigns or to build sophisticated defenses
needed to ward off hackers. In most cases, they cannot afford to pay outside experts market rates for
such services, as required by federal election laws...presidential candidates and their campaigns are
among the most targeted organizations in the world.
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Traffic, transportation and safety
MTA Will Now Tell You Exactly How Your Commute Is Messed
Up  
Jun 3, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The MTA is rolling out new alerts Monday that will more clearly describe how messes on the rails
affect subway service...  
the MTA will put "Service Changes" to bed and instead use one of seven labels on service status
notices that give more detail about what's not right...For instance, if an A express train is forced to run
along the local C line, the notice will be under the heading "Express to Local." Or it will say "Train
Rerouted" if an A train is sent over the F line...Just watch out for "Multiple Impacts," which will be used
when several problems roil a line at once or one disruption falls under multiple status categories. To
sign up for alerts https://www.mymtaalerts.com/LoginC.aspx.

‘Vision Zero’ Failing to Stick? Many Drivers Escape Penalties
for ‘Failing to Yield’  
June 12, 2019, citylimits.org, by Mykel Barrett, Hadiya Diallo, Jeanmarie Evelly, Sokhna Fall, Fariha
Fawziah and Robert Pena  
Passed in May of 2014, AC 19-190—also known as the Right of Way or Failure to Yield Law—was
part of a package of Vision Zero legislation intended to improve street safety. It was touted as a
means to hold drivers more accountable, and an effort to offer justice to crash victims and advocates
who felt that drivers who kill or injure people should be subject to tougher penalties than a traffic
ticket. Under the law, drivers who fail to yield to a pedestrian or cyclist who has the right of way are
guilty of a traffic infraction and subject to a fine of up to $50 and up to 15 days in jail; alternately or in
addition to that, officers can impose a civil summons with a possible fine of up to $100, to be
determined by the city’s Environmental Control Board (ECB) via a hearing at OATH . Additionally, if
the driver makes contact and causes physical injury to the pedestrian/cyclist, they can be fined up to
$250 and/or be charged with an unclassified misdemeanor, an offense that could land them up to 30
days in jail. To be found in violation of a 19-190 charge, it must be found that the driver in question
failed to “exercise due care,” a standard which lawyers say equates to behaving as a reasonable
person would under the given circumstances.  
Five years after going into effect, data shows the NYPD is largely enforcing 19-190 through the
issuance of civil summonses, a majority of which ultimately end up dismissed—an outcome that
advocates say undermines the original purpose of the law, which was to create criminal penalties for
dangerous drivers. Between 2015 and 2018, police made 149 arrests under AC 19-190, according to
NYPD data. By contrast, the police department issued more than 9,000 summonses where Failure to
Yield was the top violation, though more than half of those summonses were dismissed after an
OATH hearing, with drivers facing no fines, city data shows...Lawyers who work in traffic law say 19-
190 summonses get dismissed for a variety of reasons: the facts of the case may simply not support a
violation of the law, for one. But some say another common issue is when officers who respond to the
scene of an incident fill the summons out incorrectly, or don’t provide enough detailed information on
the ticket...

Related article: Assessing Vision Zero Amid a Spike in Traffic
Fatalities  
June 10, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Noah Berman

Andy Byford says bus ‘renaissance’ coming to NYC as push
starts to redesign some streets  
June 10, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Clayton Guse  
The push to speed up New York City’s buses has kicked into high gear with the formation of an
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advisory group designed to advocate changing the design of some streets, even if neighborhoods
object, to get buses moving faster, city and MTA officials said Monday. Mayor de Blasio said the
Better Buses Advisory Group of transit advocates and elected officials will help push through two
dozen bus-oriented infrastructure changes proposed by the mayor in April. Many of the proposed
changes, like dedicated bus lanes, can be stonewalled by community boards looking to preserve
parking spaces and other neighborhood features...De Blasio has promised to speed up the city’s bus
service by 25% by the end of 2021. If that goal is met, the average bus speed would be 10 mph, up
from the current 8 mph.

New York isn’t letting up on ride-hail  
June 12, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough  
Mayor de Blasio plans to extend a once-temporary cap on new for-hire vehicles and limit how long
they can cruise without passengers. 

As Uber sues over NYC vehicle cap, drivers say rule keeps
them afloat  
June 11, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Clayton Guse

20% of New York drivers for apps like Uber have had to rely on
food stamps  
June 7, 2019, businessinsider.com, by Shana Lebowitz and Allana Akhtar  
A lengthy article by transportation industry consultant Hubert Horan in the journal American Affairs
outlines a series of perceived flaws in Uber's business model. One of the most startling findings is that
most of Uber's margin improvements since 2015 can be explained by cuts in driver take-home pay —
not by increased efficiency. Horan writes that 20% of New York City app-based drivers required
public-income supplements such as food stamps in 2016, citing data from The Center for New York
City Affairs. That's double the share of the overall New York City population that relies on public
income supplements.  
[Editor's note: Not surprising, but rather illustrates the erosion of full-time jobs with good pay and
benefits. People often have to cobble together several "gigs" to make a living salary.]

Advocates For Legalizing E-Bikes & E-Scooters See A
Roadblock: State Senator Liz Krueger  
June 12, 2019, gothamist.com, by Christopher Robbins  
The proposal sponsored by Queens State Senator Jessica Ramos and Queens Assemblymember
Nily Rozic changes state law to legalize e-bikes and electric scooters, but gives localities the
opportunity to decide for themselves how to regulate the vehicles...Rozic's bill has 51 sponsors, while
Ramos's bill has 23 co-sponsors in the Senate, with a notable exception of Manhattan State Senator
Liz Krueger, the powerful chair of the Senate's Finance Committee.  
"She feels that in Manhattan in particular, we're already overcrowded in the sidewalks, the bike lanes,
and the streets, and the situation is different in other localities," Justin Flagg, a spokesperson for
Krueger, told Gothamist. "But that's been her observation in Manhattan and that's what she's hearing
from her constituents."  
Famously detail-oriented when it comes to issues like illegal short-term apartment rentalsand
marijuana legalization, Krueger's office could not provide any hard evidence to back up their
assertions.

Related article: NYPD Commissioner Takes Sides In E-Bike, E-
Scooter Debate  
JUNE 13, 2019, wcbs880.radio.com  
NEW YORK (WCBS 880) — New York City’s police commissioner on Thursday took a side in the
ongoing debate over electronic bicycles and scooters. Police Commissioner James O’Neill pushed
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back against efforts by city and state lawmakers looking to legalize the so-called e-bikes and e-
scooters, saying he remains uncertain about their safety.

Trottenberg, a voice of 'sanity' on MTA board, submits
resignation  
June 5, 2019, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein  
Polly Trottenberg, a prominent voice of dissension on the Metropolitan Transportation Authority board,
has submitted her resignation to Gov. Andrew Cuomo, POLITICO has learned.

(opinion) Penn Station Needs a Complete Overhaul. We Must
Start Now.  
June 7, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Brad Hoylman, State Senator  
We’re now just a few short years away from the opening of Moynihan Train Hall and East Side
Access. These two important projects, which will temporarily reduce the number of passengers
travelling through Penn, present a brief window for significant station improvements...

Affordability 

Letter from State Senator Liz Krueger about the Changes to Rent Regulations (and a similar letter
coming from NY State Senator Brad Hoylman).

Dear Neighbors,  

For years, we have been struggling with a housing affordability crisis in New York. Countless tenants
have been forced from their homes due to skyrocketing rents, harassment, and retaliatory eviction.
Loopholes added to the rent regulation laws since 1994 led to deregulation of approximately 300,000
apartments, contributed to tenant harassment, and drove massive speculation in the rent regulated
housing market.  

This Tuesday, the Senate and the Assembly reached agreement on landmark legislation overhauling
our state’s housing and tenant protection laws. This legislation will finally deliver long-awaited
protections for tenants, and close the major loopholes that drove the loss of affordable rent-regulated
housing. The final agreement is not perfect — I wish it eliminated MCIs [Major Capital
Improvements] and IAIs [Individual Apartment Improvements] altogether and included “good cause
eviction” protections for tenants in unregulated apartments. Nonetheless, it establishes the strongest
new protections for tenants in at least a generation, and lays a solid foundation on which to build in
future years. The Senate and Assembly are expected to vote on the legislation tomorrow, and
Governor Cuomo has already publicly committed to signing it into law.

This historic legislation would never have been possible without the tireless advocacy of the members
of the Upstate Downstate Housing Coalition and other grassroots advocates who spent the last year
educating legislators about the magnitude of the crisis facing residents in all corners of New York. I
am also extraordinarily grateful for the leadership of

Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and Senate Housing Committee Chair Brian
Kavanagh throughout this process.  

You will find a summary of the legislation below. Please don't hesitate to contact my office at 212-490-
9535 if you have any questions.  
   Sincerely,  
   Liz Krueger  
   State Senator

The Housing Stability and Tenant Protection Act of 2019 (S.6458/A.8281):  
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Extends the Rent Regulation Laws and Makes them Permanent:  

This extender makes the rent regulation system permanent, so they will not sunset at any time
in the future without an act of the Legislature to repeal or terminate them.
Rent Regulation laws have been scheduled to expire every four to eight years for decades.  

Repeals High Rent Vacancy Deregulation & High Income Deregulation:  

Repeals the provisions that allow removal of units from rent stabilization when the rent crosses
a statutory high-rent threshold and the unit becomes vacant or the tenant’s income is $200,000
or higher in the preceding two years.  
Previous provisions led to the deregulation of more than 300,000 units since they were first
passed in 1994.  

Reforms Owner Use Exception to Rent Regulation:  

Limits the use of the “owner use” provision to a single unit, requires that the owner or their
immediate family use the unit as their primary residence, and protects long-term tenants from
eviction under this exception by reducing the current length of tenancy required to be protected
from eviction to 15 years.  

Keeps Stabilized Apartments Rented by Nonprofits in the Rent Stabilization System:  

Ensures that units rented by nonprofits to provide housing to homeless or previously homeless
people revert to rent regulation at the end of the use by the nonprofit, and that the previously
homeless person or persons are treated as tenants for purposes of law.

Repeals the Vacancy Bonus & Longevity Bonus:  

Repeals the “vacancy bonus” provision that allows a property owner to raise rents as much as
20% each time a unit becomes vacant.
It also repeals the “longevity bonus” provision that allows rents to be raised by additional
amounts based on the duration of the previous tenancy.
Prohibits local Rent Guidelines Boards from reinstating vacancy bonus on their own.  

Prohibits Rent Guidelines Board from Setting Class-Specific Renewal Increases:  

Prohibits Rent Guidelines Boards from setting additional increases based on the current rental
cost of a unit or the amount of time since the owner was authorized to take additional rent
increases, such as a vacancy bonus.

Makes Preferential Rents the Base Rent for Lease Renewal Increases:  

Prohibits owners who have offered tenants a “preferential rent” below the legal regulated rent
from raising the rent to the full legal rent upon renewal.Once the tenant vacates, the owner can
charge any rent up to the full legal regulated rent, so long as the tenant did not vacate due to the
owner’s failure to maintain the unit in habitable condition.  
Owners with rent-setting regulatory agreements with federal or state agencies will still be
permitted to use preferential rents based on their particular agreements.

Provides Relief from Large Rent Increases for Rent-Controlled Tenants:  

Sets Maximum Collectible Rent increases at the average of the five most recent Rent
Guidelines Board annual rent increases for one-year renewals.  
This bill also prohibits fuel pass-along charges.  

Extends Rent Overcharge Four-Year Look-Back Period to Six Years:  

Extends the four-year look-back period to six or more years as reasonably necessary to
determine a reliable base rent, extends the period for which an owner can be liable for rent



overcharge claims from two to six years, and would no longer allow owners to avoid treble
damages if they voluntarily return the amount of the rent overcharge prior to a decision being
made by a court or Housing and Community Renewal (HCR).  
Allows tenants to assert their overcharge claims in court or at HCR and states that while an
owner may discard records after six years, they do so at their own risk.  

Reforms Rent Increases for Major Capital Improvements (MCIs):  

Lowers the rent increase cap from 6% to 2% in New York City and from 15% to 2% in other
counties.  
Provides the same protections of the 2% cap going forward on MCI rent increases attributable to
MCIs that became effective within the prior 7 years.  
Lowers increases further by lengthening the MCI formula’s amortization period.  
Eliminates MCI increases after 30 years instead of allowing them to remain in effect
permanently.  
Significantly tightens the rules governing what spending may qualify for MCI increases and
tightens enforcement of those rules by requiring that 25% of MCIs be inspected and audited.  

Reforms Rent Increases for Individual Apartment Improvements (IAIs):  

Caps the amount of IAI spending at $15,000 over a 15-year period and allow owners to make up
to 3 IAIs during that time.
Makes IAI increases temporary for 30 years rather than permanent and requires owners to clear
any hazardous violations in the apartment before collecting an increase.  

Requires Annual Report From HCR On Rent Administration and Tenant Protection:  

Requires the Division of Housing and Community Renewal to submit an annual report on the
programs and activities undertaken by the Office of Rent Administration and the Tenant
Protection Unit regarding implementation, administration, and enforcement of the rent regulation
system.
The report will also include data points regarding the number of rent stabilized units within each
county, applications and approvals for major capital improvements, units with preferential rents,
rents charged, and overcharge complaints.  

Co-Op/Condo Conversion Reforms:  

Strengthens and makes permanent the system that protects tenants in buildings that owners
seek to convert into co-ops or condos.
Eliminates the option of “eviction plans” and institutes reforms for non-eviction plans.  
Requires 51% of tenants in residents to agree to purchase apartments before the conversion
can be effective. (Currently 15% of apartments must be sold and the purchasers may be outside
investors.)  
For market-rate senior citizens and disabled tenants during conversion, evictions are permitted
only for good cause, where an unconscionable rent increase does not constitute good cause.  

Establishes Rent Stabilization as an Option for Localities Statewide:  

Removes the geographical restrictions on the applicability of the rent stabilization laws, allowing
any municipality that otherwise meets the statutory requirements (e.g., less than 5% vacancy in
the housing stock to be regulated) to opt into rent stabilization.

Establishes Stronger Housing Security and Tenant Protections Statewide:  

Creates transformational protections for all residential tenants throughout the state.
Bans the use of so-called “tenant blacklists” - protecting tenants who enforce their rights.  
Limits security deposits to one month’s rent and provides required procedures to ensure the
landlord promptly returns the security deposit.  



Includes a wide variety of protections for tenants during the eviction process, including
strengthening protections against retaliatory evictions.  
Creates the crime of unlawful eviction, where a landlord illegally locks out or uses force to evict
a tenant, as a Class A Misdemeanor and also punishable by a civil penalty of between $1,000
and $10,000 per violation.  
Requires landlords to provide notice to tenants if they intend to increase the rent more than 5%
or do not intend to renew the tenants’ lease.  
Provides tenants more time in eviction proceedings to get a lawyer, fix violations of the lease, or
pay rent owed.  
Expands the ability of the court to stay an eviction for up to one year if the tenant cannot find a
similar suitable dwelling in the same neighborhood after due and reasonable efforts or the
eviction would cause extreme hardship.  

Implements Mobile & Manufactured Home Tenant Protections:  

Limits rent increases to 3% unless the increase is justifiable, in which case the park owner may
increase rent up to 6%. Should the park owner need an increase higher than 6%, the owner
must apply for a hardship allowance from HCR.
Establishes new Rent-to-Own protections that would protect MMH tenants attempting to
purchase a home from a MMH park owner or operator.  
Adds a “Homeowner’s Bill of Rights” rider for all leases.  
Strengthens protections against evictions from parks, including for seasonal residents.  
Creates new protections for MMH owners if a park owner or operator decides to change the use
of the park by prohibiting a park owner from starting an eviction case against a MMH for 2 years
and provide a stipend up to $15,000 when they are evicted due to the change of use.

Related article: Joint Statement From Senate Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins & Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie On
Historic Affordable Housing Legislation  
June 11, 2019, Press Release, Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins

Related article: NY Legislature Passes New Tenant Protections  
June 14, 2019, courthousenews.com, by Nick Rummell

Related article: Real Estate Groups to File Lawsuit If Rent Reform
Passes  
June 13, 2019, commercialobserver.com, by Chava Gourarie

Drugmakers sue over Trump administration TV price
disclosure rule  
June 14, 2019, thehill.com, by Nathaniel Weixel  
A coalition of drug companies and advertisers is suing the Trump administration over its new policy of
requiring prescription drug manufacturers to disclose list prices in TV ads. The lawsuit seeks to
overturn one of the administration’s boldest moves to bring transparency to the medication pricing
system. The pharmaceutical companies — Amgen, Merck, and Eli Lilly — were joined by the
Association of National Advertisers. In a statement, Amgen said it doesn’t disagree with the need for
transparency, but the administration’s final rule raises “serious freedom of speech concerns.”  
The final rule, which is set to take effect in July, “mandates an approach that fails to account for
differences among insurance, treatments, and patients themselves,” Amgen said.

State bill could lower prescription drug prices, keep local
pharmacies in business  
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June 14, 2019, amny.com, by Nicole Brown  
The proposed legislation, S5923 and A2795, would give the state control of negotiating prescription
drug prices for Medicaid patients and determining which drugs are covered by Medicaid plans. If the
bill passes, it would remove some power from the pharmacy benefits managers (PBMs), which have
contributed to rising drug prices and put a major strain on independent pharmacies.

Preservation, landmarks and zoning
Breaking News: The Strand Bookstore designated a NYC
landmark  
June 11, 2019, by Elaine Silber, Co-Chair of the MHNA Preservation & Design Committee   
The Strand Bookstore [828 Broadway at 12th Street] was just designated a NYC landmark today, in
spite of the owner’s objections. The original hearing was quite dramatic with the owner, employees,
community members, and historians and making a case against designation. Nancy Bass Wyden,
who owns the Strand building, did not support designation because she worried that restrictions
placed on landmarked buildings would prevent timely construction or renovation of the store in the
future. While more than 11,000 people signed a petition opposing the designation, according to
Wyden’s attorney, the commission voted unanimously in favor of landmarking. Six additional historic
buildings on Broadway south of Union Square were also designated as landmarks.  
[Editor's note: Neighborhood preservation activists requested landmark designations for many
buildings to preserve the historic character of the areas surrounding the new Tech Hub on 14th Street.
The Tech Hub received a zoning variance. The longtime owner of The Strand passed away earlier this
year and the business is now managed by his descendents, who do not live in NYC. The Landmarks
Preservation Commission has improved in recent years and now prides itself on expediting the
approval process for owners of landmark buildings.]

Official Calls for Investigation Into Condo Tower's Alleged
Zoning Violation  
June 6, 2019, cooperator.com, by David Chiu   
It Could Mean the Removal of Five Floors. To actually remove floors or space from a newly-
constructed building because of a violation of zoning rules is quite rare as it is drastic. And it is a
situation that a nearly-completed Upper East Side condo tower could be facing. Manhattan Borough
President Gale Brewer has alleged that a 467-foot-tall building at 1059 Third Avenue, designed by
Manuel Glas, is much larger and taller by at least five floors than the zoning codes would permit, The
New York Times reported Wednesday. Brewer, who said that the Department of Buildings (DOB)
should have not approved 10,000 square feet for the building, recently submitted a letter to Mayor Bill
de Blasio and the Manhattan's District Attorney's office asking them to investigate the matter.

New York City’s Evolving Skyline  
June 5, 2019, nytimes.com, by Stefanos Chen  
New York has long been a city in the clouds, but with 16 buildings around 500 feet or taller slated for
completion this year, 2019 could be the city’s busiest year ever for new skyscrapers. For many years
the city’s skyline was primarily defined by the Empire State and Chrysler Buildings, both over 1,000
feet tall and built in the early 1930s. But New York’s horizon has been in perpetual flux now for the
better part of a decade. There are currently nine completed towers in New York that are over 1,000
feet tall, and seven of them were built after 2007. Nearly twice that many — another 16 such towers
— are being planned or are under construction...Photo by Tony Cenicola/The New York Times (detail)  
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Schools 

As battle for higher pre-K wages continues, NYC pushes back
deadline for contracts  
June 11, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Reema Amin

 

Government, legislation, rules, policies (including pending)
Deal Reached On $92B 2020 Budget For NYC  
June 14, 2019, patch.com. by Noah Manskar  
NEW YORK — Mayor Bill de Blasio and the City Council have agreed on a $92.8 billion city budget
for the 2020 fiscal year that will put more social workers in public schools and bolster the city's
reserves...De Blasio and Council Speaker Corey Johnson announced the handshake deal Friday
about two weeks ahead of the July 1 budget deadline following weeks of negotiations. "We have a
budget. The budget is balanced. It is progressive. And it's early," the Democratic mayor said...The
agreement includes support for several City Council priorities, including $26 million to put 200
additional social workers in city schools, a $250 million boost for the city's reserve funds, and a $33
million investment in libraries, according to city officials. As part of the deal, the de Blasio
administration also committed to establishing pay parity for teachers in the city's universal pre-
kindergarten program, one of the mayor's signature initiatives.

IRS Squashes New York's Attempt To Work Around Trump's
Tax Law  
Jun 12, 2019, patch.com, by Alex Costello  
On Tuesday, the IRS issued final regulations that put a stop by plans by New York and New Jersey to
try to work around Trump's 2017 tax law to save residents' State And Local Tax deductions, or SALT.
Trump's tax law, known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, capped SALT deductions at $10,000 --
much lower than what it used to be.
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Measles Outbreak: N.Y. Eliminates Religious Exemptions for
Vaccinations  
June 13, 2019, nytimes.com, by Jesse McKinley  
ALBANY — Lawmakers in New York, the epicenter of the nation’s measles outbreak, voted on
Thursday to end religious exemptions for immunizations, overcoming opposition by vaccine skeptics
and others who said the measure infringed on religious and constitutional rights...The current measles
outbreak has spread to 28 states, with more than 1,000 cases in total, the highest number since 1992,
when more than 2,000 cases were recorded. Highly contagious, measles can lead to serious
complications, including pneumonia and encephalitis, according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. 

Cuomo rips judge’s ruling on lawmakers’ outside income  
June 10, 2019, nypost.com, by Bernadette Hogan  
ALBANY—Gov. Andrew Cuomo blasted Friday’s ruling by a state judge that struck down outside
income limits for lawmakers with outside gigs, calling it “confused.” The outside income restriction was
part of package that included fat pay hikes for legislators...He also argued lawmakers don’t need the
ruling to ban outside income because they have the power to ban it themselves.

Update from Rep. Carolyn Maloney: This Week in Congress  
June 14, 2019 email  
Cracking Down on Anonymous Shell Companies. On Wednesday, the House Committee on
Financial Services, on which I serve, passed my bill, the Corporate Transparency Act, to crack down
on anonymous shell companies. I am tired of money launderers using NYC apartments as bank
accounts and driving up home prices for New Yorkers. My bill will help to stop this practice by
requiring companies to disclose their true, beneficial owners – the people who actually own the LLC –
when the company is formed.  
This bill is also critical for our national security, because it finally allows law enforcement to track the
money that terrorist groups use to finance their operations. Disrupting terrorist financing networks
should be one of our top priorities, but right now, terrorist groups can easily hide their money using
anonymous shell companies. That is completely unacceptable. And it’s not just terrorists – far too
many criminal networks can legally hide and launder their money here in the US. We should all be
outraged that human traffickers, gun rings, and drug cartels are skirting the law because we allow
these shady practices.  
The Corporate Transparency Act is one of the most important bills our committee will consider this
Congress and I am thrilled that so many members of the committee agree and voted to pass the bill.
I’m hopeful that this bill will pass the House like it did in the committee- with a bipartisan vote.  
 

 

(opinion) Stop the Rat Takeover with the Humble Brown Bin  
June 5, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Tony Melone  
When the New York Times announced that Rats Are Taking Over New York City, the widely-shared
article and subsequent discussion overlooked one obvious remedy: reboot New York City’s stalled,
neglected Organics Collection Program, and use it to take away a primary food source for rats near
residential buildings. Organics collection was introduced in New York City in 2013 and later
incorporated into Mayor de Blasio’s OneNYC plan, which includes an ambitious “zero waste” goal:
that the city will send nothing to landfills by 2030...For residents in all of Manhattan and many
neighborhoods in other boroughs, the city provides free plastic bins for curbside collection of organics:
food and yard waste that make up 34% of all residential waste according to a 2017 New York City
Department of Sanitation (DSNY) study cited at a 2018 City Council hearing...In the areas where the
program currently operates, less than 11% of organic waste makes it into the brown bins. So most of
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New York City’s food waste winds up mixed in with other trash left in plastic bags on sidewalks
overnight, and provides a ready food source for rats right next to residential buildings...When the city
gets complaints about rats in an area, in addition to putting out poison and adding a $7,000 solar-
powered trash can to a local park, city workers also should help every residence and business in the
area start using organics bins. Some advertising and hands-on assistance would make a huge
difference, and make long-term environmental goals possible by focusing on New Yorkers’ quality of
life in the short term...Persistent problems demand persistent effort and consistent messaging,
especially when the solution requires millions of people to change their daily habits.

   

Air pollution, urban heat targeted in NYC's latest innovation
challenge  
June 5, 2019, statescoop.com, by Colin Wood  
New York City announced on Wednesday it’s looking for people who can develop innovative ideas
and new technologies to mitigate the consequences of air pollution and the urban heat island effect.
The Mayor’s Office of the Chief Technology Officer issued the challenge, which it’s calling the NYC Air
Quality and Urban Heat Open Innovation Call, in hopes of attracting individuals and businesses that
are willing to develop new processes or technologies in exchange for recognition and a chance to
pilot their ideas with the city government this fall...Competitions of this sort have become more
common with city governments in recent years and New York in particular has become a an exponent
of crowd-sourcing its research and development on difficult issues. The city launched several new
challenges last year under its NYCx brand, targeting climate change, nighttime safety, responsible
waste disposal and wireless connectivity. A competition themed around cybersecurity for small
businesses is currently ongoing...MOCTO has scheduled a webinar for July 2 to provide applicants
with additional information about the NYC Air Quality and Urban Heat Open Innovation Call before its
application deadline on July 15. Winners are to be announced September 24.  
 

Stories we are following
E Village, LES Call For Independent Review Of Resiliency Plan  
East Village and Lower East Side neighbors called for an independent review of the city's east side
resiliency plan.  
June 12, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira

 

Arena’ is focusing on New York City  
June 5, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin  
The Silicon Valley capital-funded group supports Democratic candidates – now it wants them to
support an agenda. Arena has an impressive track record after just two years. The Silicon Valley
capital-funded group that recruits, trains and supports Democratic candidates running for office
nationwide...But the organization found that winning elections was one thing. Passing laws was
another. So Arena, which operates across the country, is trying a new tack in New York City, launching
an effort this week to restructure the political process in the city and the state.

 

Will New York halt for 5G health concerns?  
June 14, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough  
As New York gets closer to deploying next-generation wireless networks, some are raising red flags.  
New York is supposedly in a race with the country – and the country with the rest of the world – to
deploy next-generation 5G wireless networks that could bring us capabilities like remote surgery and,
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perhaps less significantly, the ability to download whole movies in a matter of seconds. But as New
York takes intermittent steps in the direction of deploying the necessary infrastructure to
accommodate 5G networks, activists raising concerns about dire health effects of cellphone and
wireless radiation are gaining some political traction.  
 

   

Facebook’s Possible 1,400-
Foot ‘Penn15’ Supertall
Revealed As Vornado Appears
To Change Plans For 401
Seventh Avenue, In Midtown
Manhattan  
June 5, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Nikolai
Fedak  

 
One of the largest potential office buildings in New York City has long been in the works on the site of
the Hotel Pennsylvania, at 401 Seventh Avenue, with renderings for a soaring supertall first released
last decade. But now, YIMBY has the latest on Vornado’s newest vision for the site, which would place
Facebook within a massive 2.8-million-square-foot tower designed by Rafael Vinoly, dubbed “Penn15”
in the brochure...The design of the base of the tower would be particularly elegant, featuring a
terraced garden atop the first floor, and a soaring glass atrium in the middle of the structure. The
combination would result in a surprisingly light impact on the pedestrian sphere for a supertall that
would be both taller and visually bulkier than the Empire State Building, just a few blocks to the
east...No tentative completion date has been mentioned, and no commitment from Facebook has
been formally announced. However...redevelopment pressure in the vicinity is likely to increase...  
 

 

Amazon Pressed by Key N.Y. Democrat Over Plans for Small
Vendors  
June 7, 2019, bloomberg.com, by Spencer Soper  
An influential New York Democrat has written to Amazon.com Inc. asking about a report that the
company plans to cease wholesale orders from thousands of smaller suppliers...U.S. Representative
Nydia Velazquez, chairwoman of the House Committee on Small Business, wrote to Amazon Chief
Executive Officer Jeff Bezos...“I believe that any erosion of your commitment to small firms would be a
serious mistake.” Bloomberg last week reported that Amazon was planning to stop placing bulk orders
with thousands of smaller suppliers, a move that would reduce the company’s costs and boost profits.
Amazon disputed the report...About half of the goods sold on Amazon come from independent
merchants...Merchants often complain that they have to accept Amazon’s terms since they have little
power in negotiations and that the company can make abrupt changes without warning...Amazon
captures about 50 cents of every dollar spent online in the U.S. EBay Inc., its closest competitor, gets
just six cents. That dominance gives Amazon tremendous leverage over partners looking to sell
products online.

 

Fastest-Growing Cities Primarily in the South and West  
May 23, 2019, census.gov

Table 3. The 15 Most Populous Cities [in the United States] on July 1, 2018  
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1. New York, New York - 8,398,748 people  
2. Los Angeles, California - 3,990,456  
3. Chicago, Illinois - 2,705,994  
4. Houston, Texas - 2,325,502

[Editor's note: Although cities in the south and west are growing faster, NYC is by far the largest city in
the United States.]

Public service notices  
 

Online access is now available for NYC HRA (Human Resource
Administration) Public Assistance and Immigration Benefits  
 
You can set up your account and apply online for SNAP (food stamps), Cash Assistance, Medicaid,
Fair Fares, training opportunities, DRIE (Disability Rent Increase Exemption) (DRIE) forms and
SCRIE (Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption) forms, and more... https://a069-access.
nyc.gov/accesshra/#/

Consumer alerts
Deadly Tick-Borne Illness Spreads In NY  
June 10, 2019, patch.com, by Adam Nichols  
Powassan virus, which recently killed a man in New Jersey, has seen more cases in New York than
almost anywhere else.

 

 
Atlantic hurricane season has begun   
Source: New York City Emergency Management   
The time to prepare is now. Know your zone. Know the hazards. Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone to find
your hurricane evacuation zone. 

[Editor's note: there are some evacuation zones in our neighborhood near the East River. This
information is posted on the MHNA website in the Resources section.]
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Our government representatives  
When contacting your representative by email, be sure to state your address so that they know that
you are a constituent. You can see the District maps and sign up for their emails on their websites.  
Manhattan Community Board 5: www.cb5.org, 212-465-0907, office@cb5.org  
Manhattan Community Board 6: cbsix.org, 212-319-3750, office@cbsix.org  
NYC Councilwoman Carlina Rivera, Council District 2: council.nyc.gov/carlina-rivera, 212-677-
1077, District2@council.nyc.gov  
NYC Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, Council District 3: council.nyc.gov/district-3, 212-564-
7757, SpeakerJohnson@council.nyc.gov  
NYC Council Member Keith Powers, Council District 4: council.nyc.gov/keith-powers, 212-818-
0580, KPowers@council.nyc.gov  
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer: manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 212-669-8300,
info@manhattanbp.nyc.gov  
Mayor Bill de Blasio: www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor, 311, online message:
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/mayor-contact.page  
NY State Senator Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District: www.nysenate.gov/senators/liz-krueger, 212-
490-9535, lkrueger@nysenate.gov  
NY State Senator Brad Hoylman, 27th Senate District: https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/brad-
hoylman, 212-633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov  
NY State Assembly Member Dan Quart, Assembly District 73, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Dan-
Quart, 212-605-0937, quartd@nyassembly.gov  
NY State Assembly Member Harvey Epstein, Assembly District 74,
www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Harvey-Epstein, 212-979-9696, epsteinh@nyassembly.gov  
NY Assembly Member Richard N. Gottfried, Assembly District 75, www.nyassembly.gov/mem/
Richard-N-Gottfried, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@nyassembly.gov  
U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney, New York's 12th Congrssional District:
https://maloney.house.gov, 212-860-0606, website contact form: https://maloney.house.gov/contact-
carolyn/email-me  
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer: www.schumer.senate.gov, 212-486-4430, website contact form:
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck  
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand: www.gillibrand.senate.gov, 212-688-6262, website contact
form: www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me  
U.S. President Donald Trump: https://www.whitehouse.gov/people/donald-j-trump, website contact
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form: https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact  
 
 

If you are not a member  
 

or your membership has lapsed   
 

please join/renew now  
Join / Renew   

 Donate

   
Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association  

  

 
And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  

 
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!  

   
Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 

   
You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. 
 
To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove” in
the subject.  
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