
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing the
information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it.

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News 
section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2019.

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members:  
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts 

 

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information about the
MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association! 

Read our Privacy Statement 

 

 

Murray Hill Photo Album
Pictures from the Street Festival on June 1

Top to bottom (left to right): Big Apple Chorus performing, Bake Table, Membership Table, Flea Market Table, Polynesian Dancers
Performing with audience, Silent Auction Table, Preservation & Design Table, Kids Toy and Clothing Swap, Walking Tour. More

Information that may be of interest...June 3, 2019  
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http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0


pictures are coming. You can see them soon at the link below.

 

 

 
  

 

   

 

More pictures will be posted to dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vv8bn5fj1jsf83p/
AAAkw3S1QYxjFiRkRDFSML-za?dl=0

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

Here's The Meeting Line-Up On The East River Park Resiliency
Plan  
May 24, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira  
Wednesday, June 5, 4 - 8pm.: A city led community open house about the project at Peter Cooper Village,
360 First Avenue at East 21st Street, Lower Level.  
Wednesday, June 6, 2 - 8pm.: A city led community open house about the project at Peter Cooper Village,
360 First Avenue at East 21st Street, Lower Level.

Wednesday, June 5    5:30pm  
Nordic Impressions Gallery Tour  
FREE. Learn more about the work of the artists featured in the exhibition at Scandinavia House, Nordic
Impressions: Contemporary Art from Åland, Denmark, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden,
in our gallery tours. These free, 35-minute public tours meet in the Gallery elevator lobby. Gallery tours are

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vv8bn5fj1jsf83p/AAAkw3S1QYxjFiRkRDFSML-za?dl=0
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subject to change; please check with the Scandinavia House front desk or email info@amscan.org.  
at Scandinavia House  
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

Friday, June 7    doors open at 7:30pm, music at 8pm  
David Krakauer & Kathleen Tagg Duo - Connections  
Piano on Park presents Grammy nominated world music star clarinetist David Krakauer and acclaimed
pianist Kathleen Tagg performing an acoustic program that journeys from improvisation-infused world music
to klezmer to complete reimaginings of traditional musics and standards www.krakauertaggduo.com.
Tickets are $20/MHNA members get a 10% discount with code MHNA. Seating is limited, reserve online at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/david-krakauer-kathleen-tagg-duo-connections-tickets-62177182627. All
proceeds will go to HELP USA Hamilton Family Shelter (additional donations are gratefully accepted).  
at Piano on Park  
10 Park Avenue, Apt 22D 

Saturday, June 8   11am - 2:30pm  
FREE bike helmets and fittings  
NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson's office is partnering with the NYC Department of Transportation and
Bike New York to offer free bike helmets and fittings. RSVP for helmets at https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/e/1FAIpQLSdkEyR810HE-JHlenrs5QFIXs4bscKChoDs6dxkbxXbO-wT1Q/viewform. You must be present
to get a helmet and you must learn how to properly wear it. A parent or legal guardian must be present to
sign a waiver for children under age 18. Adults over age 18 must sign a waiver. Instructors will be on hand
to teach kids how to balance, pedal, start, stop, and steer a bicycle with Learn-To-Ride lessons from 12:30 -
2:30pm. https://www.bike.nyc/education/programs/learn-to-ride-kids. Visit www.nyc.gov/dot or call 311 for
more information.  
at Chelsea Park (Soccer Field)  
West 27th to West 28th Street (between 9th & 10th Avenues)

June 11   6-8pm  
GENDA Know Your Rights Training  
Councilwoman Carlina Rivera and the New York Transgender Advocacy Group offer training on the Gender
Expression Non-Discrimination Act (GENDA), which prohibits discrimination based on gender identity or
expression, while providing protections for those who identify as gender non-conforming/non-binary and
transgender. In this training, participants will: identify what is considered discrimination with the passage of
GENDA, know how to report instances of discrimination in all aspects of life under GENDA (housing,
employment, etc.), develop a toolkit of resources to use and share with the community. RSVP at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/genda-know-your-rights-training-tickets-62588412627. Co-sponsors:
Assembly Member Deboray J. Glick, State Senator Brad Hoylman.  
at Theater for the New City  
155 First Avenue (between East 9th and East 10th Streets)

April 1 – June 28   
2019 Webinar Series: Free Online Trainings on How to Access and
Use the U.S. Census Bureau Statistics  
The U.S. Census Bureau will conduct a series of free data access webinars to all interested data users.
Attendees will learn how to access demographic, socioeconomic, housing and business data from the
Decennial Census, American Community Survey, Local Employment Dynamics, Economic Programs and
more. To learn about and register for their webinars, visit Census Academy: https://www.census.
gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html 

June 3, June 24, 17,  24  
3-part series designed to offer key information and tools
necessary to navigate later life planning  
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger  
Monday, June 3rd, 6 - 8pm, Session I – Medicare  
Speaker: Eric Hausman, Outreach Coordinator, HIICAP, NYC Department for the Aging.  
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Monday, June 17th, 6 - 8pm – Important Documents  
Speaker: Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., Ronald Fatoullah and Associates  
Monday, June 24th, 6 - 8pm  
Palliative Care, Hospice and Your Family  
Speaker: Ronald Adelman, MD, Randi Diamond, MD, and Chaplain Jean Walsch, of NewYork-
Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center  
at Belfer Research Building  
Weill Cornell Medicine  
413 East 69th Street (between York and First Avenues), Rm. 204.  
Space is limited so please RSVP, visit https://tinyurl.com/2019LaterLifePlanning or call 212-490-9535.

Kudos!
Thanks to all of the volunteers who helped make The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Street Festival
a wonderful community event! The MHNA also acknowledges the contributions of neighborhood
businesses and nonprofits who participated in the Street Festival by having tables, donating to the Silent
Auction, performing at the entertainment venue, and more. We are grateful to the Street Festival Sponsors:

Platinum Sponsors

Murray Hill Pediatric Dentistry  
Kalvig & Shorter Veterinary Associates

Gold Sponsors

Metropolitan Commercial Bank

Silver Sponsors

Bideawee  
The Goddard School  
Gramercy Kids Smiles and Gramercy Orthodontics  
NYU Langone Health  
Turtle Bay Music School  
wagamama

Bronze Sponsors

7 Park Avenue  
Eugene A. Bartow Insurance Agency, Inc.  
Catherine A. Spengel and Thomas C. Horan  
Murray Hill Pet Hospital  
The Lovett Company

If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please email nancysheran@gmail.com.

 

These 17 educators just won top honors from New York City  
May 17, 2019, chalkbeat.com, by Alex Zimmerman  
[Including] Rita Fattorusso (Early Childhood Teacher, The 47 American Sign Language and English Lower
School, 225 East 23rd Street, Manhattan). Rita Fattorusso teaches a dual language class that is comprised
of deaf students, children of deaf adults and developing-hearing children. Ms. Fattorusso provides a
dynamic educational environment to all her students and ensures they leave her classroom as confident
learners who are able to express themselves verbally or through sign language. As a former deaf student in
the public school system, Ms. Fattorusso’s devotion to her students is personal. She says: “I vowed that
when I became a teacher, I would provide a rich learning environment for my students.” Outside of the

https://tinyurl.com/2019LaterLifePlanning
mailto:nancysheran@gmail.com?subject=For%20theMHNA%20%20newsletter!
https://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/ny/2019/05/17/big-apples-awards-nyc/
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classroom, Ms. Fattorusso has played a leadership role in the school community by establishing a
community pantry that serves the entire school.

Announcing the Competition Awardees and the City's new official
POPS logo!  
The Competition Sponsors are delighted to announce the three Awardees selected by the seven-member
Competition Panel and public vote from the 607 Submissions, and the Department of City Planning Director
Marisa Lago’s choice for the City’s new official POPS [Privately Owned Public Spaces] logo. The Awardees
and Director's choice are...

#572, "Have a seat" - Submitted by Emma Reed  
Department of City Planning Director’s Choice for the new official POPS logo  
 

 

 

#607, "More Than a Tree" - Submitted by Gensler's NYC Brand Design Studio  
 

 

 

#507, "Constellation" - Submitted by John Schettino  
 

 

 

Visit the Competition Website for additional details about the Awardees and Notable Mentions.  
https://www.popslogo.nyc/

The Turtle Bay CSA (Community-Supported Agriculture)  
The Turtle Bay CSA is a group of Manhattan-based consumers partnering with an upstate New York farm to
bring fresh, organic produce and other farm products to their members at affordable prices while supporting
local, sustainable farming practices. All participants contribute their time in some way to support this farm-
to-customer distribution channel.  
Their farm partner, Free Bird Farm, is a diversified and certified organic farm located in Upstate NY’s
Mohawk Valley.  
The Turtle Bay CSA distributes on Tuesdays from 5-8pm at the Vanderbilt YMCA, located at 224 East 47th
Street between 2nd and 3rd Avenues. Their season is 22 weeks long and we expect the 2019 season to
run from June 11th through November 12th (start date is dependent on spring weather) with the week of
September 16th off due to the UN General Assembly. Each shareholder is responsible for working one 2-
hour shift at distribution over the course of the season. Beware of “Fake CSA’s!”

Business Member news & resources
The Small Business Administration (SBA) now offers customized local emails for small business owners
like you! To receive info about SBA-related training and events exclusively in your area, take a moment to
input your zip code at www.sba.gov/updates.

https://www.popslogo.nyc/
http://turtlebaycsa.com/
http://www.sba.gov/updates


2020 Census Jobs  
Earn extra income while helping your community. The U.S. Census Bureau is recruiting thousands of
people across the country to assist with the 2020 Census count. Job Details: They are hiring for a variety of
temporary jobs, including census takers, recruiting assistants, office staff, and supervisory staff. To be
eligible, you must be at least 18 years old, have a valid Social Security number, and be a U.S. citizen. Job
qualifications. Candidates must complete an online job application. The application includes assessment
questions about your education, work, and other experience. Positions for the 2020 Census are located
throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. Explore their interactive map to find the pay rates in your
county or municipio. 

Food Safety for Buffets and Parties  
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
Follow these steps to keep foodborne germs from spoiling your party: Keep It Clean, Separate Raw Meat,
Seafood and Eggs from Other Foods, Cook to a Safe Temperature, Serve Foods Safely, Don't keep food at
room temperature for more than 2 hours, Store and Reheat Leftovers the Right Way. Read
more: https://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/serving-food-safely.html

FREE CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) Program  
The New York City Fire Department offers New Yorkers a 30-minute class on compressions-only CPR (this
program does not offer CPR certification). The free classes are taught throughout the year by certified
FDNY EMS personnel at various locations. The program has successfully trained thousands of New
Yorkers in this lifesaving technique. The course offers: basic instruction on performing hands-only CPR,
basic instruction on how to use an automated external defibrillator (AED), practice mannequins for use
during class and take-home instruction for follow-up practice. Learn more at www.fdnysmart.org/CPR. Avai
lable Days: June 19, July 17, August 14. Sign up for one of the FDNY free classes, or schedule a class in
your community for groups of 15+ or contact the FDNY’s CPR Training Unit at 718-281-3888.  
at FireZone 
34 West 51st Street

Changes in the neighborhood
Permits Filed For 200 East 34th Street In Kips Bay, Manhattan  
May 6, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Vanessa Londono   
Permits have been filed for a 31-story mixed-use building at 200 East 34th Street in Kips Bay, Manhattan.
Located on the corner of Third Avenue...Xiaocheng Zhou under COA 200 East 34th LLC is listed as the
owner behind the applications.  
The proposed 328-foot-tall development will yield 135,094 square feet, with 132,102 square feet designated
for residential space and 2,992 square feet for commercial use. The building will have 144 residences, most
likely rentals based on the average unit scope of 917 square feet. The concrete-based structure will also
have a cellar.  
Cetraruddy Architecture is responsible for the design.  
Demolition permits have not been filed as of yet. An estimated completion date has not been announced.

Improving St. Vartan Park   
Source: Council Member Keith Powers  
Last year, the Mayor committed $4.9 million to redesign a portion of St. Vartan Park. The project, which will
focus on the blacktop area, is currently in the preliminary design stages, and the project team is expected to
come before Community Board 6 in the coming months. To share ideas for the redesign, please reach out
to Ashley Kuenneke at ashley.kuenneke@parks.nyc.gov. I have heard also from many constituents
regarding the state and operation of the park. My office is following up with the appropriate city agencies to
ensure any and all concerns with cleanliness and operation are fully addressed, particularly as the summer
months approach.  
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One Times Square’s 300-Foot-
Long LED Screen Nearly
Completed, In Times Square  
May 19, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
One Times Square can be touted as the most
expensive and lucrative place on the planet to
advertise. One Times Square taken in April through
early May. Photos by Michael Young.  

 

 

Behold: Penn Station's Planned New Entrance Revealed  
May 17, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
The new Penn Station entrance, located on Seventh Avenue and West 33rd Street, is expected to open in
2020.

 

 

Kaufman Organization Debuts
100-Foot Mural Of Fashion Icon
Evelyn Nesbit At 236 Fifth Avenue  
May 16, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris
The Kaufman Organization has partnered with
renowned street artist Tristan Eaton to complete a 100-
foot-tall mural in the heart of NoMad, Manhattan. The
artwork is positioned on the south-facing wall of 236
Fifth Avenue and depicts Evelyn Nesbit, a 20th century
fashion icon, actress, and chorus girl who graced the
magazine covers of Vanity Fair, Cosmopolitan, and

Harper’s Bazaar magazines, among others.
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NYC Charter Revision Commission (City Council)
At Manhattan Charter Commission Hearing, Pleas to Reconsider
Major Planning Changes  
May 15, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ashad Hajela  
The Manhattan hearing was the fourth of the five boroughs...where the 15-member commission heard
reactions to its recently-released “preliminary staff report,” wherein the commission staff sought to narrow
the scope of the body’s final months of deliberations as commissioners propose changes to voters on the
November ballot...Many who testified -- and rallied outside City Hall ahead of the hearing -- were members
of organizations in the Thriving Communities Coalition, which is calling for more sweeping changes to city
planning and land use processes than the charter revision commission appears to be considering. Other
topics of interest among those who testified over the course of more than six hours were elements included
in and excluded from the staff report, such as the creation of a budgetary rainy day fund, instituting ranked-
choice voting, strengthening the Civilian Complaint Review Board (CCRB), which deals with police
misconduct allegations, and the creation of a city chief diversity officer.

New York City Charter Revision Proposals  
Source: Council Member Keith Powers  
Last year, the City began the process of evaluating the City Charter to amend processes, policies, and
operations for the city. Last month, the Charter Revision Commission released a preliminary report of
proposals, including recommendations for changes to the land use process from the City Council. There
are also recommendations for the city budget, public advocate, and Civilian Complaint Review Board. As a
next step, New Yorkers can submit testimony and feedback online: http://www.charter2019.nyc/submit-your-
ideas. If you would like more information on the Charter Commission, email info@charter2019.nyc. Final
recommendations will appear on the ballot for a vote in November. 
 

Murray Hill (and Kips Bay) in the news
Park Avenue: Flowers and Financiers, in the Thick of It All  
May 8, 2019, nytimes.com, by C. J. Hughes  
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Below 96th Street, a ribbon of greenery unfurls down the center of the avenue where many of the city’s
most affluent residents live.The long avenue stretches nearly 10 miles, across two boroughs, from East
32nd Street in Manhattan to East 189th Street in the Bronx...For much of that stretch, a ribbon of lawns,
trees and hedges unfurls between the avenue’s northbound and southbound arteries. In recent weeks,
slender tiny parkland has welcomed beds of scarlet tulips..

I.M. Pei, Architect Who Designed Kips Bay Plaza, Dies At 102  
May 17, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira  
KIPS BAY, NY — I.M. Pei, a world-renowned architect known for designing the Louvre's glass pyramid, died
at 102-years-old. Though known for Paris's famed glass pyramid, Pei was also the architect behind the
1960s Kips Bay Plaza towers, located at 300 E. 33rd St. between First and Second avenues. The "brutalist"
10-acre residential tower complex where Pei left his mark on Kips Bay features two 21-story towers — built
as an experimental renewal project for low-cost housing. The complex has some 1,160 apartments as well
as three acre plaza and retail space.

Program To Prevent Opioid Overdoses Expands To Kips Bay
Hospital  
May 22, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira  
KIPS BAY, NY — The city is expanding a program that pairs advocates with a firsthand experience of
substance use with people who have just survived an opioid overdose in the emergency room itself to NYU
Langone's locations in Kips Bay and Sunset Park, Brooklyn, the Health Department announced Monday.
The program, called Relay, pairs "wellness advocates" who have their own history in some capacity with
substance use with patients just hours after an opioid overdose to connect them to resources — from risk-
reduction education to finding housing. The program is now expanding to NYU Langone Health-Tisch in
Kips Bay at 550 First Avenue...The advocate meets with the patients at their bedside in the emergency
room, offering overdose risk-reduction counseling, naloxone kit training, and then providing 90 days of
support to find substance use disorder treatments like buprenorphine or methadone, emergency housing,
assistance with obtaining food subsidies through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (often
called food stamps), and more..."The Relay program meets New Yorkers at very high risk of overdose
death at a critical time of need," Health Commissioner Oxiris Barbot said in a statement.  

School Bus Driver Hits Scaffolding In Murray Hill: NYPD, FDNY  
May 8, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira  
A school bus driver lost control and struck scaffolding in Murray Hill...No children were on the bus during
the crash at 36th Street and First Avenue Wednesday morning about 10 a.m., an NYPD spokesman
said. The driver has minor injuries, and emergency medical services were on the scene about 11 a.m., the
NYPD spokesman said.

Accident reports (unofficial)  
May 9, 2019, reported by MHNA Trustee, Elaine Silber  
I was in Winfield-Flynn today on 37th Street at 3rd Avenue...When I came out, a young woman and an older
woman with her face black and blue were both being put onto stretchers, and 2 ambulances were at the
site. I didn’t see what happened, but this is the same corner where a young woman was killed about 2
months ago.  
[Editor's note: Please be very careful crossing at this intersection, which can be very congested during peak
traffic times, and often has the box blocked at these times.] 

Accident on May 6 or May 7 reported by MHNA Trustee Lance Zakin  
The incident occurred on 2nd Avenue between 36th and 37th Street where a bicyclist was hit by a car
turning into the Midtown Tunnel. The bicyclist fell off of his bike, but he didn't seem to be hurt. He started
yelling at the driver who came out of the car. 30 seconds later another car turned into the tunnel and rode
over the back of his bicycle, then backed up.

As far as we know, neither of these incidents were reported to the police. We think that accidents (including
accidents with bicyclists) may be under-reported in Murray Hill particularly when people are not seriously
hurt and don't want to wait for the police and may not want to get bicyclists (for example) in trouble.  
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Here's How Long It Takes For Police To Send Help Downtown  
May 9, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira  
The Independent Budget Office mapped how long it takes officers to be assigned to a possible crime-in-
progress — known as the "dispatch time" — across all the city's precincts. This differs from the time it takes
officers to arrive to a scene, which is data that is not released by the city...[See full map. How our
neighborhood rates is shown below.]

Murray Hill and surroundings Average Dispatch Time:  
Police Precinct 17 Dispatch Time - 3.88 minutes  
Police Precinct 13 (south of Precinct 17) Dispatch Time - 3.42 minutes  
Police Precinct 14 (west part of Murray Hill) Dispatch Time - 5.05 minutes

For comparison, one of the fastest in Manhattan:  
Police Precinct 20 (west side near Lincoln Center) Dispatch Time - 2.20 minutes 

 

Fire Breaks Out At Windsor Tower In Murray Hill: FDNY  
May 22, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira  
A fire broke out at Windsor Tower in Murray Hill, the FDNY said.  
 

Welcome to New York
City's zoning & land use
map  
ZoLa provides a simple way to research
zoning regulations. Find the zoning for
your property, discover new proposals
for your neighborhood, and learn where
City Planning initiatives are happening
throughout the City.
https://zola.planning.nyc.gov/about. For
general zoning questions, read the
Zoning Help Desk FAQ. If your question
isn't answered there, call 212-720-3291
during business hours (8:30am –
5:30pm, Monday – Friday, closed on

legal holidays). Leave a detailed message with your block and lot information, and a zoning specialist will
get back to you within two business days. Or fill out the Zoning Information Inquiry Form.  
This information has also been posted on the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org in the Resources
section.

Traffic and transportation
OMNY Is Alive: MTA Opens Up Tap Payment System In Limited
Subway Pilot  
May 31, 2019, gothamist.com, by Jen Chung  
At 12:15 p.m. on Friday, the MTA activated OMNY, its long-awaited tap payment system for subways and
buses that will one day replace the MetroCard. The readers have been installed at sixteen 4, 5, and 6 train
stations between Grand Central and Atlantic Avenue-Barclays Center, as well as on all Staten Island buses
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as part of a pilot program.  
Riders can use OMNY—which stands for One Metro New York—by using a contactless credit card (it will
have the WiFi symbol on the card) or using a credit/debit card hooked up to a smartphone. Eventually,
riders will also be able to buy an OMNY card. More subway stations and bus lines will be getting OMNY
readers this and next year, with total OMNY-fication at all stations and on all bus routes by the end of
2020...Right now, each ride via OMNY costs the full $2.75 fare, but the MTA says it will add time-based,
reduced fare, and student fares to OMNY once it's available throughout the system. The MTA hopes to
phase out the MetroCard by 2023..."It's the quickest, easiest way to pay," [NYC Transit President Andy]
Byford said. Referring to how having OMNY connected to credit cards would eliminate the need to refill
MetroCards"...  
The MTA awarded a $573 million contract to Cubic Transportation Systems to implement the technology in
2017. Once fully rolled-out, the MTA expects the contactless system to save "tens of millions," according to
Foye, because the MTA will no longer have to pay for various MetroCard upkeep costs. 

Subway Bandit Can't Stop, Won't Stop Pulling Emergency Brake
At Rush Hour  
May 22, 2019, gothamist.com, by Claire Lampen  
A stealthy subway brake bandit has bedeviled the MTA with an insidious game of cat and mouse: He
sneaks onto subway cars and pulls the emergency brake at rush hour, grinding whole lines to a screeching
halt and sowing delays throughout the transit system before disappearing into the darkness...the most
anyone has ever seen of our "unruly customer" was a "surfer," clad all in black except for white sneakers,
clinging to the back of the train or sprinting across the tracks. The authorities (the MTA and the NYPD, to
which the case has reportedly been referred) believe the suspect to be young and male, but have no leads.
As [MTA chairman Pat] Foye reportedly explained at an MTA board meeting on Wednesday, they've been
reluctant to alert the public to the subway bandit's activity—which he said "may have been happening for
years," who knows—for fear of inspiring "copycats."

Related article: Subway 'Brake Bandit' Arrested For Allegedly Pulling
Emergency Brakes, Exposing Himself  
May 24, 2019, gothamist.com, by Ben Yakas  
Police have arrested the man they believe "intentionally disrupted thousands of commutes" by pulling the
subway emergency brake on hundreds of trains over the past few months—and police say he also exposed
himself to passengers.

Just Like the Subway, Public Transit for New York’s Disabled
Riders is Maddening  
May 15, 2019, nytimes.com, by James Barron  
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority...oversees [a] transportation service that gets far less attention.
Its frustrated passengers say it is no more dependable, even though it makes only a fraction of the trips ...
about 30,000 a day on weekdays...The service is called Access-A-Ride. Most users have disabilities that
almost require them to use the service in order to get to work or get to doctor appointments, or just to go
out with friends.

Corey Johnson’s ‘Master Plan’: 50 Miles of Protected Bike Lanes
Per Year — And A Lot More  
May 21, 2019, nyc.streetsblog.org, by David Meyer  
The council speaker's long-awaited "complete streets" bill has finally arrived. The bill offers benchmarks,
and the city would be required to account for each one. DOT would have to release its first plan this
October, with specific plans on how it will achieve the following items within five years: at least 150 miles of
protected bus lanes; at least 1,000 intersections with signal priority for buses; at least 250 miles of
protected bicycle lanes, or 50 per year;  
citywide bus stop upgrades; and commercial-loading-zone reforms that prioritize people who don’t drive. By
2021, the agency also would have to double the city’s total pedestrian-plaza acreage and add 12 new
“shared streets,” where speed limits are capped at five miles per hour.  
The 10-year goals are even more ambitious: a completely connected bike network; protected bus lanes
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everywhere feasible; “accessible pedestrians signals” at all relevant interactions; and compliance with ADA
accessibility at all intersections.

MTA May Expand Free Student MetroCard Program  
May 21, 2019, gothamist.com, by Stephen Nessen  
The MTA is moving forward with a plan to offer free full-fare MetroCards to students in K-12 who live more
than a half mile from school. Under the current policy, students who live within a certain radius are eligible
for half-fare MetroCards that can only be used on city buses. The proposal will replace those half-fare cards
with full-fare ones that can also be used on subways.

There's Plenty of Money in the MTA Capital Plan, It's Just Not
Being Spent  
May 8, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Dave Colon  
[W]hile the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) needs a funding stream that’s sustainable and long-
term, the authority has been unable to spend many billions of dollars already appropriated to it by both the
city and state, money that’s supposed to be spent on expansion projects, getting the trains to a state of
good repair, and more...While both New York City and State pledged record amounts to the plan when
funding was announced -- a joint agreement among the MTA, Governor Andrew Cuomo, who effectively
controls the state authority, and Mayor Bill de Blasio -- neither entity has given the agency anything close to
the full amount promised over the life of the plan.

(opinion) Subway Extension to N.J. Could Speed Commute for
Thousands  
May 28, 2019, bloomberg.com, by Henry Goldman  
As the Trump administration blocks the Gateway commuter-rail tunnel project, a half-century-old alternative
that’s cheaper and quicker is under review: extending into New Jersey a New York City subway under the
Hudson River. The idea would stretch the 7 line, which runs between Flushing, Queens, and Manhattan’s
west side, under the river to a bus-and-rail terminal in Secaucus, New Jersey. The cost, estimated in 2013
at $6 billion, would be about half of Gateway, which has been held up by a lack of federal support despite
boosters calling it the nation’s most urgent infrastructure project. [Editor's note: you can get the 7 train at
Grand Central.]

Related article: NYC Rail Tunnel Tripped by Trump Rules That Others
Were Spared  
May 13, 2019, bloomberg.com, by Elise Young and Mark Niquette  
Amtrak, a federal corporation, owns the tunnel, and advocates say its deterioration is a national worry
because it connects a region that generates 20 percent of gross domestic product. A one-day disruption
could cost $100 million in lost U.S. productivity, congestion and related transportation effects, according to
the Northeast Corridor Commission’s 2018-2022 capital plan.

Report: NYC's Congestion Pricing Plan Could Boost Home Values  
May 13, 2019, cooperator.com, by David Chiu  
In a recent interview with The Wall Street Journal, Cheng Keat Tang, a post-doctoral researcher at the
University of Southern California said that the new plan, which passed the state legislature last month,
could boost home values within the pricing zone, which covers from Manhattan south up to
60thStreet...While congestion pricing may sound good to homeowners, it could hurt commercial real estate.

At $82 Billion, Uber's Market Debut To Be The Biggest In Five
Years  
May 9, 2019, npr.org, Camila Domonoske and Aarti Shahani  
The ride-hailing company Uber is making its stock market debut on Friday, with shares priced at $45...and a
total market value of about $82 billion...Uber...expects to raise $8.1 billion in the IPO...Uber has expanded
dramatically since its founding a decade ago...Once focused on helping wealthy users hail private limos as
an alternative to taxis, Uber embraced a peer-to-peer model where almost anyone could become a driver.
Like Lyft, it began offering carpooling options where you share a ride with a stranger...As Lyft focused on
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ride-hailing in the U.S., Uber took another path — expanding its global footprint and diversifying its
services, offering food delivery, freight shipping and electric bike rentals...Uber, like Lyft, has never made a
profit. Instead, the company has burned through prodigious quantities of venture capital as it slashes prices
to compete with rivals and invests any earnings into expansion...many drivers aren't happy: On Wednesday,
groups held strikes and protests in cities in the United States, United Kingdom and Australia to push for
higher pay and better working conditions.... The company continues to cope with the fallout of years of bad
behavior and a toxic corporate culture...Then there's the question of regulation, and how a rising tide of
populism might affect Uber's agenda. The company aspires to become a monopoly in transportation, using
Wall Street money to overcome rivals...The company grew as big as it did by openly ignoring municipal
laws for taxicabs. Such rule breaking has been essential to Uber's business model, said Matt Stoller, a
fellow at the Open Markets Institute. "They go into cities. They get a bunch of customers. And then they get
those customers to lobby their city council to change the law." In the next phase, Stoller predicts, Uber
could try to bypass antitrust laws.

Port Authority Bus Terminal Will Be Replaced By SOMETHING  
May 24, 2019, gothamist.com, by Jen Chung   
The Port Authority is embarking the long-awaited replacement of its heavily trafficked—and deeply reviled
("The Single Worst Place On Planet Earth")—bus terminal in Midtown Manhattan. The three options now
under consideration are: 1) to rebuild the terminal in its current footprint between 8th and 9th Avenues and
West 40th and West 42nd Streets; 2) move all operations to the lower level of the Javits Center, where a
new space for commuter and intercity bus operations and storage would be built; and 3) keep commuter
bus operations at the 8th Avenue terminal and moving intercity bus operations to the Javits Center. The
agency, which is overseen by both New York and New Jersey, released its scoping document (PDF)
Tuesday, which kicks off what the Port Authority calls a "robust 120-day public outreach process to solicit
formal comment from elected officials in New York and New Jersey, the City of New York, neighborhood
residents, other stakeholders and the public on plans for a new Port Authority Bus Terminal." There will also
be four public hearings (two in NY, two in NJ) held in July and September.

Affordability & homelessness
Architects Compete To Design Affordable Housing For Small Lots  
May 16, 2019, gothamist.com, by Evan Nicole Brown  
The city has selected five finalists in an architecture competition to design affordable housing on 23 small
municipal lots. The contest, known as “Big Ideas for Small Lots NYC,” was announced in February by the
Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) in collaboration with the American Institute of
Architects New York (AIANY) as a way of coming with inventive small living design solutions amid the city’s
affordable housing crisis. In recent years, city officials have sought to identify abandoned vacant lots as
possible development sites.

New York’s Toughest Homeless Problem  
May 30, 2019, nytimes.com, by Nikita Stewart  
Thousands of people live in the streets and refuse to leave. A modest number now accept shelter in “safe
havens.”  
While the overwhelming majority — about 95 percent — of the more than 78,000 people who qualify as
homeless in New York actually have temporary shelter, others live on the streets, for a host of reasons.
They represent a persistent challenge. Since an annual count began more than a decade ago, that
population has never fallen below about 2,300, and it hit near-record levels under Mayor Bill de Blasio. But
there has been some recent cause for cautious optimism. For the second year in a row, the number of
people known as chronically homeless, or “unsheltered," has fallen...There are still thousands of people
living in the open overnight. An annual count conducted in late January estimated 3,588 people fell into that
category...The number of chronically homeless people climbed to almost 4,000 after Mr. de Blasio took
office, when he abruptly stopped opening shelters, including safe havens, in response to complaints from
elected officials and residents who said the city was opening shelters without adequate community input.
Other factors contributed to the increase, from high rents to a jump in both the number of patients
discharged from mental health facilities and inmates released from jail and prison. The city changed course,
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and the number of beds in safe haven shelters has tripled to 1,800, with plans to add hundreds more, Mr.
Banks said.

Related article: NYC homeless population drops from historic high  
May 22, 2019, nypost.com, by Nolan Hicks

Powerful NYC Landlords Secretly Met With Affordable Housing
Advocates To Seek Rent Reform Compromise  
May 29, 2019, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim  
The meeting, which was held in March, was arranged by the Partnership of New York City, a membership
group of city CEOs that advocates on policy issues. It brought representatives of three of the city’s most
powerful real estate interests together with nonprofit organizations that have, to varying degrees, endorsed
changes to the state’s rent laws that would add protections to tenants and stem the tide of
deregulation...one of the questions that arose during the March meeting was whether the proposed
increase in tenant protections could be offset by city tax abatement and housing preservation policies in a
way that property owners would be incentivized to maintain their buildings and ensure
affordability...Afterwards, the parties went their separate ways and there have been no follow-ups...A series
of landlord-friendly regulatory changes beginning in 1993 have granted building owners the upper hand,
allowing them to raise rents more quickly and deregulate more than 152,000 rent-regulated
apartments...Until this year, the real estate industry's influence in Albany went largely unchallenged...Three
of the proposals have been widely embraced by lawmakers and appear headed for approval: the end of
vacancy decontrol, which enables landlords to deregulate apartments once they become vacant and
monthly rents surpass $2,733; an elimination of the preferential rents loophole, a provision that allows
landlords to charge rents lower than the legally allowed maximum but also to suddenly raise them to the
legally allowed maximum during lease renewals; and changes to policies on major capital improvements
(MCIs) and individual apartment upgrades (IAIs), which allow landlords to recoup the cost of capital
improvements through permanent rent increases. The latter policy, which has had little oversight, has been
subject to fraud through inflated or phony renovation estimates that have allegedly been carried out by
prominent landlords...Senator Brian Kavanagh, chair of the Senate housing committee, acknowledged
meeting with representatives for Blackstone. “It’s our role to hear from all sides,” he said.Kavanagh said
that while landlords have told lawmakers that they understand there need to be “significant changes,” they
had been “less specific” on what changes they would be willing to support. Tenant activists said they
expected the real estate industry to continue to pressure lawmakers through closed-door talks and
advertising.

The Worst States for Retirement in 2019  
May 7, 2019, by MoneyWise.com  
METHODOLOGY: [They] added each state's retirement ranking from Bankrate, WalletHub and Kiplinger to
create scores out of a possible 150. The higher the score, the worse the state is for retirees...New York
Score: 136...New York state is 22% above the average cost of living nationwide, Kiplinger says — and
that's cheap compared to...Manhattan (a staggering 138.6% above). 

Rent-stabilized tenants may see rent hikes of up to 3.75 percent  
May 8, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Valeria Ricciulli  
During a packed and contentious meeting on Tuesday, the Rent Guidelines Board (RGB) held a preliminary
vote to increase rents for rent-stabilized apartments. The RGB voted to approve an increase of 0.5 to 2.75
percent for one-year leases and 1.5 to 3.75 percent for two-year leases...The final vote will be held on June
25.

 

Schools
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After a wave of backlash, New York City education department
tweaks new pre-K and childcare contracts  
May 31, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Christina Veiga  
Facing growing alarm about an overhaul of how preschool and childcare providers are paid, the New York
City education department is making significant changes to new contracts that operators must bid on to
receive public money. The changes increase the minimum amount of funding that the operators will receive
regardless of their student enrollment, addressing a major concern voiced by providers. But many providers
are likely to be disappointed that the contracts continue to leave wide gaps in the salaries paid to pre-K
teachers in community-run programs and those in public schools — an issue that nearly led to a strike
earlier this month...Changes to the contracts were posted Thursday night. To address concerns about tying
funding to monthly student enrollment, the city will now guarantee a larger portion of operators’ budgets.
The city is also providing more guidance regarding the types of indirect costs that public funds can help
cover, including rent, furniture, and utilities. Amid concerns that the contract amounts would stay fixed for
the eight-year term, the city may boost funding if costs such as labor go up.

Participatory Budgeting
Council District 4 Participatory Budgeting  
Source: Council Member Keith Powers  
After tallying nearly 3,000 votes, the winning projects are:  
New Districtwide Tree Planting and Tree Guards: $150,000  
New Bathrooms at Wagner Middle School, M.S. 167: $200,000  
Districtwide Countdown Clocks at Bus Stops: $200,000  
Districtwide Technology Upgrades for Libraries: $250,000  
Technology Upgrades for Schools Across Council District 4: $120,000  
As a next step, CM Powers's office will work with the appropriate agencies to begin the full scoping of these
projects. Timelines and status updates will be provided as details are finalized. This process will begin
again in the fall, with a round of idea collection. You can begin to share your ideas for new projects with him
at kpowers@council.nyc.gov.

Countdown Clocks, Schools Get Funds In Participatory Budgeting  
May 7, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira  
More than 4,700 people voted in Councilwoman Carlina Rivera's district to fund five different projects
throughout District 2 — which stretches from the Lower East Side through the East Village and Kips
Bay...Eleven projects were on the ballot. Rivera announced the five projects that won...Countdown clocks
along the M9, M14A, and M14D routes, Cost: $200,000...Science mobile carts for PS 34, Cost:
$140,000...Street resurfacing district-wide, Cost: $250,000 per lane, per mile...Gym renovations at PS 188
(442 East Houston St.), Cost: $150,000...An accessible lift at PS 40 (320 East 20th St.), Cost: $350,000. 

Council District 3 Participatory Budgeting  
Source: NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson

1) IMPROVED LIGHTING FOR NYCHA PLAYGROUND AND PARK AREAS  
Location: NYCHA Elliott-Chelsea and Fulton Houses  
Cost: $600,000  
Votes received: 2,017 votes  
Description: This funding will improve lighting in the park areas at both the NYCHA Elliott-Chelsea Houses
and Fulton Houses.

2) UPGRADED WATER FOUNTAINS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
Location: District-wide  
Cost: $300,000  
Votes received: 1,993  
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Description: This funding will install 35 new water bottle refilling fountains in public schools throughout
District 3.

3) STREET TREE PROTECTION PACKAGE  
Location: District-wide  
Cost: $200,000  
Votes received: 1,953 votes  
Description: This project will go towards providing a tree guard, watering tree-gator and informative care tag
for street trees planted since 2017.

 

 

Government, legislation, rules, policies (including pending) 

City Council approves two bills to make NYC streets safer  
May 30, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Amy Plitt  
The bill [to strengthen the commitment to Vision Zero]...requires the city’s Department of Transportation to
create a checklist of street design elements that must be considered when redesigning roadways. Those
include ADA accessibility, protected bike lanes (as in, ones with a physical barrier between cyclists and
vehicles), wider sidewalks (of at least eight feet), signal retiming, and pedestrian safety islands. This
checklist would apply to any arterial street redesigns, and the DOT would be required to both make those
projects public, and account for why a particular element was not included in those projects. Thus, its
biggest achievement will be accountability.  
Another bill aimed at protecting cyclists also passed...This one, introduced by City Council member Carlina
Rivera, seeks to reduce disruption to protected bike lanes from the ever-present construction on or near city
streets. The new legislation, which DOT says will go into effect immediately, will require contractors to
create and maintain temporary bike lanes when a dedicated, protected lane is displaced for on-street
construction work. Failing to do so will lead to steep fines.

De Blasio wants teens charged with robbery, assault freed without
bail  
May 27, 2019, nypost.com, by Rebecca Rosenberg and Bruce Golding  
The policy changes — which take effect on Saturday — will let defendants between ages 16 and 19 qualify
for the program’s Youth Engagement Track, which is now capped at age 17, except in Brooklyn. It primarily
covers “high-risk” teens charged with misdemeanors or nonviolent felonies but will be expanded to include
first- and second-degree robbery, assault and burglary. Those offenses generally involve using a deadly
weapon or inflicting physical injury on a victim...Teens who are part of the program get “placed on an
intensive supervision schedule in the first month” and must also undergo psychological counseling known
as cognitive behavioral therapy, the memo says. For adults, the program “tailors requirements to the
individual participants,” according to the website for the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice.

The nation's largest police agency does not count forced oral or
anal sex as "rape" in reports on its website.  
May 29, 2019, newsy.com, by Mark Greenblatt and Mark Fahey  
Update: On May 31st, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio announced that the city will update its CompStat
system by the end of the year to report all rapes that meet the FBI’s definition, “in the name of making sure
everything is upfront and clear.” A spokesperson for de Blasio told Newsy the change was inspired by this
report.  
NEW YORK — In New York City, seven years after the U.S. Department of Justice expanded the definition
of rape, the nation's largest police agency only classifies a sex crime as a "rape" in reports on its website if
there is vaginal penetration. In its published statistics and those shared with the city council, the NYPD still
does not count forced oral or anal sex as a rape, no matter the victim's gender, according to a Newsy
investigation.
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De Blasio hosts campaign-style rally to tout paid vacation bill  
May 28, 2019, politico.com, by Sally Goldenberg  
[O]nly about half of low-wage workers in New York receive paid personal time off, compared to about 90
percent of higher-wage employees. The [proposed] bill applies to private employers with at least five
workers and would cover full-time and part-time staff. It mirrors the scope of the city’s paid sick days law.
Employees would begin to earn one hour of paid personal time for every 30 hours worked immediately after
starting a new job. They would eventually get 80 hours off — two weeks for full-time workers — that they
could access after 90 days of employment, according to a bill summary provided by Williams’ staff. Unused
time would be carried over to the following year, and employers could require up to two weeks before staff
takes leave...Andrew Rigie, executive director of the NYC Hospitality Alliance, said the bill would negatively
impact small business owners. “[It] is a great goal. But the reality is you see vacant storefronts in every
single neighborhood, small business owners are very challenged right now and we should be talking about
what we can do to help them,” he said. “Help them stay open, create jobs, create good jobs — not talking
about another mandate that’s going to be funded 100 percent by small business owners.”

 

'So Completely Compromised': New York Watchdog Agencies
Have a Credibility Problem  
May 29, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
Reinvent Albany was among several civic organizations that sent a letter to Governor Cuomo and state
legislative leaders on May 16, calling for an overhaul of ethics enforcement by amending the state
constitution. The coalition of groups -- including NYPIRG, Citizens Union, New York City Bar Association,
Common Cause NY, and others -- surveyed ethics agencies in 50 states and found that New York’s
agencies, including JCOPE, are “among the very weakest in the nation” on independence and public
accountability. “Few, if any, other states have ethics watchdogs so completely compromised by lack of
independence, partisanship, lack of transparency and the other failings described,” the survey noted...The
call for an ethics agency overhaul has been echoed by state lawmakers. Among them is state Senator Liz
Krueger, a Manhattan Democrat who has proposed an amendment to the state constitution to replace
JCOPE with a ‘truly independent’ state ethics commission. [Read: ‘It’s just not designed to do its job’: Will
New York reform its state ethics agency?]

Council Hearing Highlights Big Gaps in City Planning Processes  
May 10, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ethan Geringer-Sameth  
A Tuesday [May 7] City Council hearing about how city planning is done revealed major flaws in the
process and showed significant divides between the mayoral administration and the Council over a set of
bills aimed at changing relevant processes. Specifically, the legislation addresses how the outcomes of
neighborhood rezonings -- where land use rules are adjusted in certain geographic areas to meet new
development goals -- are projected and evaluated.

Rep. Carolyn Maloney is a cosponsor of H.R. 230, the Ban Toxic
Pesticides Act of 2019  
Source: Rep. Carolyn Maloney letter of May 21, 2019  
I am a cosponsor of H.R. 230, the Ban Toxic Pesticides Act of 2019. If enacted, this legislation would ban
chlorpyrifos. As you may know, chlorpyrifos is a neurotoxic organophosphate pesticide that has been linked
to severe birth defects, brain damage and mental disorders in children.  
Throughout my career in Congress I have worked to ensure consumer safety and protection. I was proud to
vote in favor of the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21 st Century Act, which amended the
Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) to include mandatory requirements for the EPA to evaluate existing
chemicals, risk-based chemical assessments, and increased public transparency. This legislation was
signed into law by President Obama on June 22, 2016. In the 115 th Congress I was also a cosponsor of
H.R. 2059, the Bringing Reductions to Energy’s Airborne Toxic Health Effects (BREATHE) Act, which would
amend the Clean Air Act to better regulate hazardous air pollutants.  
Please rest assured that I will...continue to support legislation to improve chemical safety and ban toxic
substances from commercial use.
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Why hasn’t New York charged Donald Trump for tax fraud?  
May 9, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough  
“For years, while millions of working people paid their fair share in taxes, Donald Trump was cheating the
system, enriching himself and his family. The facts point to a consistent pattern of fraud and deception that
warrants an investigation by the Manhattan DA.” New York Assemblyman Dan Quart, who is rumored to be
considering a run for Manhattan District Attorney in 2021, said in an e-mailed statement. “That being said,
Cy Vance’s record speaks for itself. Time and time again, he has shown little interest in holding the wealthy
and well-connected accountable. He refuses lenience for everyday New Yorkers caught up in the criminal
justice system, but gives the benefit of the doubt to the rich and influential, allowing them to skirt
responsibility.” 

Senate passes anti-robocall bill  
May 23, 2019, thehill.com, by Emily Birnbaum  
The Senate on Thursday voted in favor of legislation that would levy hefty new fines for illegal robocalls,
advancing one of the most prominent congressional efforts to crack down on the scourge of billions of
unwanted calls that aggravate U.S. consumers every year. The Telephone Robocall Abuse Criminal
Enforcement and Deterrence (TRACED) Act, which passed by a 97-1 vote, had received more than 80 co-
sponsors by the time it reached the Senate floor.

Related article: The Top Robocaller In NYC Might Be A Surprise  
February 15, 2019, patch.com, by Adam Nichols,  
A comprehensive list of spam callers put together by the cloud-based telecommunication company YouMail
shows that city dwellers received 175.8 million calls in the month of January...Here are the top 10
robocallers in New York City [in January]:  
NYC Department of Education, 718-935-6740, School Announcement  
Verizon Information Line, 888-423-0900, Customer Call  
TV Provider Spam, 844-206-8573, Payment Reminder  
Bill Me Later, 888-393-7162, Credit Card Debt Collector  
Verizon, 866-803-4839, Customer Call  
Time Warner Cable, 800-892-2253, TV Provider Spam  
Capital One Payments/Collections, 800-955-6600, Debt Collector  
Comenity Bank, 913-677-8324, Payment Reminder  
Citibank, 866-532-0423, Bank Debt Collector  
Fingerhut, 855-895-3382, Debt Collector

The FCC offers a few tips for those wanting to stop unwanted robocalls. Among them, don't answer calls
from unknown numbers, do not respond to questions — especially those that can be answered with "yes"
— and never give out personal information such as account numbers, Social Security numbers and
mother's maiden names.

U.S. House bill would require feds to notify public of election
hacking  
May 24, 2019, statescoop.com, by Benjamin Freed  
Under the [proposed] bill, text of which has not yet been released, federal law enforcement and
cybersecurity authorities who detect unlawful access of election systems would be required to “promptly”
notify the relevant state and local officials, as well as members of Congress representing the targeted
jurisdiction. In turn, state and local officials would be obligated to notify any potentially affected voters.

Stories we are following
Payphone-Replacing LinkNYC Kiosks Not Generating Projected
Revenue  
May 6, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Lisette Voytko 
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VTS Raises $90M to Fuel Growth  
Source: VTS website www.vts.com  
VTS is a tech real estate company providing leasing and asset management tools for commercial real
estate. It recently raised the largest amount ever of public funding for commercial real estate software.
[Editor's note: VTS is physically located just west of Murray Hill at 119 West 40th Street.]

Sutton Place Tower At Center Of Zoning Fight Begins Rise  
May 28, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
Developers plan to build an 800-foot residential tower on East 58th Street despite newly-passed zoning
restrictions.

Airbnb gives NYC information on 17,500 rental listings  
May 24, 2019, nypost.com, by Priscilla DeGregory  
Airbnb turned over partially redacted data of 17,500 listings — as part of a deal in the company’s long-
simmering legal battle against the city, according to court documents. The data dump, which was stripped
of user-specific information, involved listings from January 2018 through February and was given to the city
on April 5 in response to a subpoena from the Mayor’s Office of Special Enforcement. OSE issued the
subpoena on February 18 as part of the city’s crackdown on illegal rentals. 

Silicon Valley, NYC top ranking of best regions for startups  
May 13, 2019, smartcitiesdive.com, by Jason Plautz  
Silicon Valley and New York City are the world’s two best regions for startups, according to a new ranking
from accelerator and research group Startup Genome. The 2019 Global Startup Ecosystem Report (GSER)
also identified London, Beijing and Boston as the remaining top five startup regions...The latest report, he
said, shows that "technology has made it possible for regions to specialize in different startup sub-sectors,
such as agri-tech, AI or cleantech."

Report: Amazon Is Considering Manhattan Office Space Near
Penn Station  
May 28, 2019, gothamist.com, by Jen Chung  
While Amazon has long since ditched its ambitious, controversial plan to build a new campus in Long Island
City, the tech behemoth is still making NYC real estate developers salivate. The NY Post reports that the
biggest company in the world is considering renting space in new towers a block west of Penn Station: One
Manhattan West and the adjacent Two Manhattan West, which is under construction.

Amazon offers employees $10K and 3 months’ pay to start their
own delivery businesses  
May 13, 2019, techcrunch.com, by Sarah Perez

Amazon is 3D-scanning people's bodies in exchange for gift cards  
May 22, 2019, mashable.com, by Matt Binder  
Amazon has been conducting research that involves digital 3D "scans" of people's bodies in exchange for a
$25 Amazon gift card. The e-commerce giant is currently carrying out the image study at two different
locations in New York City. 
 

Snapchat Employees Abused Data Access to Spy on Users  
May 23 2019, vice.com, by Joseph Cox  
Several departments inside social media giant Snap have dedicated tools for accessing user data, and
multiple employees have abused their privileged access to spy on Snapchat users...Although Snap has
introduced strict access controls to user data and takes abuse and user privacy very seriously...the news
highlights something that many users may forget: behind the products we use everyday there are people
with access to highly sensitive customer data, who need it to perform essential work on the service. But,
without proper protections in place, those same people may abuse it to spy on users' private information or
profiles.  
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One of the internal tools that can access user data is called SnapLion...The tool was originally used to
gather information on users in response to valid law enforcement requests, such as a court order or
subpoena...Snap said it currently monitors access to user data...A former employee who worked with
SnapLion said the tool is used for resetting passwords of hacked accounts and "other user
administration."...Insiders leveraging their access to data for illegitimate purposes happens across the tech
industry. [Editor's note: and not only in the tech industry.]

Report: Ransomware attacks against state and local government
are on the rise  
May 13, 2019, statescoop.com, by Benjamin Freed

What your hospital knows about you  
May 24, 2019, axios.com, by Bob Herman  
Every trip to a doctor's office or hospital adds more information to a deep, comprehensive record of who
you are — physically, emotionally and even financially. Why it matters: Health care data breaches are more
common than ever, putting our most sensitive personal information at risk of exposure and misuse...All of
this information can be exposed in data breaches, but also in medical malpractice lawsuits, workers'
compensation lawsuits or custody disputes.

Facebook plans to launch 'GlobalCoin' currency in 2020  
May 24, 2019, bbc.com, by Szu Ping Chan  
Facebook is finalising plans to launch its own crypto-currency next year. It is planning to set up a digital
payments system in about a dozen countries by the first quarter of 2020...Facebook wants to create a
digital currency that provides affordable and secure ways of making payments, regardless of whether users
have a bank account. The social networking site, which owns WhatsApp and Instagram, is hoping to disrupt
existing networks by breaking down financial barriers, competing with banks and reducing consumer
costs...Earlier this month, the US Senate and Banking committee wrote an open letter to Mr Zuckerberg
questioning how the currency will work, what consumer protection will be offered and how data will be
secured...Blockchain technology can help to slash the time and cost of sending money across borders by
bypassing banking networks. Lord King, the former Governor of the Bank of England, warned two decades
ago that central banks could become "irrelevant" if people started to use digital currencies as pounds and
pennies are used today.

Related article: Facebook bans all crypto-currency ads  
January 30, 2018, bbc.com, Dave Lee  
Facebook has said it will block any advertising promoting crypto-currency products and services.  
 
 

Public Service Notices, consumer alerts and scams
Superbug Sickens 319 New Yorkers, Schumer Says Declare
Emergency  
May 6, 2019, patch.com, by Adam Nichols  
Candida auris has sickened more people in New York than anywhere else in the country. NEW YORK – A
superbug that's now sickened more than 300 New Yorkers should be declared a public emergency, freeing
up millions of dollars which could be used to fight it, Senator Chuck Schumer said. Schumer, a Democrat
who represents the state, wants the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to declare an emergency
in the same way it did to tackle health crises like Zika and Ebola...Schumer said an investment of hundreds
of millions of dollars is needed to help identify the threat and diagnose additional cases, tackle it through
preventative efforts such as education and treat it without relying on antibiotics, since the disease has
shown to be resistant to them...The CDC has called the fungus "a serious global health threat." It is difficult
to identity and often does not respond to commonly used anti-fungal drugs, leading to high
mortality...Candida grows as yeast and symptoms include difficulty swallowing, burning, genital itching and
sometimes a cheese-like discharge that looks white, according to the CDC...One of the best ways to
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prevent the spread of dangerous germs like C. auris in healthcare settings is good hand hygiene. Centers
for Disease Control page on Candida auris: https://www.cdc.gov/fungal/candida-auris

Hurricane Season Begins June 1  
Source: May 30, 2019 Press Release, Federal Trade Commission  
The Federal Trade Commission has free information to help people prepare for, deal with, and recover from
extreme weather events like hurricanes, tornadoes, and other natural disasters. The mobile-friendly
website, ftc.gov/weatheremergencies, has four sections: Preparing for a Weather Emergency, Staying Alert
to Disaster-related Scams, Getting Back on Your Feet Financially, Resources. The site also provides
Picking Up the Pieces after a Disaster, a customizable one-page handout, which includes key tips for
consumers from the site. The handout lets people and organizations add local consumer protection and
emergency service contacts, print copies, and distribute them throughout their communities. The Federal
Trade Commission works to promote competition, and protect and educate consumers. You can learn more
about consumer topics and file a consumer complaint online or by calling 1-877-FTC-HELP (382-4357).

Parental Advisory: Dating Apps  
May 6, 2019, by Lisa Weintraub Schifferle, Attorney, Division of Consumer & Business Education, Federal
Trade Commission  
[S]ome dating apps – like FastMeet, Meet24 and Meet4U – allow adults to find and communicate with
children. Concerned parents should remove these apps if they’re on children’s devices. You also can set
your kids’ devices so they must get parental approval before purchasing any new apps...The FTC recently
issued a warning letter to Wildec, LLC, the Ukraine-based maker of the three apps, because the company
appears to be violating both the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) and the FTC Act...For
help talking with your kids about online safety, check out Net Cetera: Chatting with Kids about Being
Online...

Avoid crowdfunding scams  
Source: Federal Trade Commission  
May 6, 2019, by Lisa Lake, Consumer Education Specialist, FTC  
Crowdfunding is one way to support a project you believe in and get rewards for that support. But the
project you’re backing is only as good as the people behind it. Some dishonest people can take your money
but produce nothing – no product, no project, and no reward.  
Here’s how crowdfunding works: People called "creators" ask for small amounts of money from lots of
people to fund projects through websites like Kickstarter or Indiegogo. In exchange, creators offer rewards
to contributors, like a product that the creators are trying to make. Sounds great…unless the creators don’t
create anything but profit for themselves...If you’re thinking about contributing to a crowdfunding campaign,
take a minute to research the creator’s background and reviews before you pay. For example, has the
creator engaged in previous campaigns? How did those campaigns turn out?
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in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!
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