
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing the
information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section,
look for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

 

 

It's National Small Business Week. Shop small! Shop local!
 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Changed
Hill and Bay, 581 Second Avenue, 212-245-5554, 10% off delivery subtotal (does not apply to tax and tip) when
ordering online at hillandbay.com, use promo code MHNA. 10% discount when dining in, excludes beverages and
taxes.

 

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members:  
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts 

 

 

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information about the
MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association! 

Read our Privacy Statement 
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Murray Hill Photo Album
Photos from the MHNA Annual Mulching/(Cleaning) Day on May 4
This year the group cleaned the tree beds, as the tall tree guards for the Infrastructure Replacement project along
2nd & 3rd Avenues made mulching too difficult. The group was provided with reach extenders for the first time,
and they were extremely helpful. We are grateful to wagamama Murray Hill for donating drinks and snacks for the
volunteers! The event was organized by Tom Horan, chair of the Greening Committee. See the before & after
photos for a tree bed at the bottom. Thanks to all of the volunteers who came out to make a difference for our
neighborhood!  If you would like to "adopt a block" to help keep it litter free, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.  
Photos by Nancy Idaka Sheran
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Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

Monday, May 6 - Thursday, May 9 (4 - 6:30pm)  
World Voices: International Play Festival 2019  
FREE. All Day Readings and Discussions as part of the 2019 PEN World Voices Festival of International
Literature. With some of the most significant theatre artists from Germany, all connected to the Gorki Theater in
Berlin — a safe haven for immigrant, refugee and international theatre artists in Europe. All readings will be
followed by a discussion. Curated by Frank Hentschker, with Antje Oegel. First come, first seated.  
at The Martin E. Segal Theatre Center  
The Graduate Center, CUNY  
365 Fifth Avenue (between 34th & 35th Street)

 

Thursday, May 9     10am – 12pm  
Legal Essentials for Doing Business Online  
FREE. This workshop for businesses will cover: Website Terms & Conditions and Privacy Policies, including
whether and when you need to use them, what you should include, and what they mean; How to avoid copyright
infringement issues when adding textual and photographic content to your business website; and Social media's
intersection with business and law, including website comments sections and employee privacy. This workshop is
presented in collaboration with the BOC Brooklyn Women's Business Center. Sponsored by The U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA) New York District Office, Presenter: Start Small Think big. Register
at: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/legal-essentials-for-doing-business-online-tickets-59390450436  
at U.S. Small Business Administration  
26 Federal Plaza  
6th Floor Conference Room

Wednesday, May 15 7 pm doors open, 7:30 pm meeting begins  
Build the Block Neighborhood Policing & Safety Meeting (13th
Precinct)  
You're invited to Build The Block, a discussion of public safety in our neighborhood with the Neighborhood
Coordinating Officers (NCOs) from the NYPD's 13th Precinct. Neighborhood Policing is changing the way the
NYPD keeps neighborhoods safe through the work of the NCOs. These officers are assigned to a specific
neighborhood and are given the time and flexibility to make strong bonds with the community they serve.  
at Sid's Bike Shop  
151 West 19th Street

Tuesday, May 14, 4 - 8pm & Wednesday, May 15, 2 - 8pm  
Open houses on the East River Park Resiliency Plan  
Source: City Schedules 2 Open Houses On East River Park Resiliency Plan, May 2, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney
Pereira  
City agencies and the design team will be on-hand for the public to ask about the massive east side resiliency
project that the de Blasio administration has planned, which is aimed to protect the east side from future storm
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surge and sea level rise. For special needs, reach out to the city at 718-391-2411 or email resiliency@ddc.nyc.gov
by May 9. ...This month's CB 3 committee meeting will be May 16, 6:30pm at the BRC Senior Services Center,
30 Delancey St. between Chrystie and Forsyth streets.  
at the Lower Eastside Girls Club  
402 E. Eighth St. at Avenue D

Tuesday, May 14    6 – 8pm  
Panel discussion: Congestion Pricing is Coming to the City – Is it
Fair? Will it Work?  
FREE. The long-awaited and hard fought congestion pricing is here and will go into effect in 2021. Many question
its fairness while others say it will usher in a new era of urban sustainability. Join the Henry George School of
Social Science for a lively discussion of the potential challenges facing the first experiment of its kind in the United
States. Panelists include Bhairavi Desai from the New York Taxi Workers Alliance, Dr. Jonas Shaende, Chief
Economist at the Fiscal Policy Institute, Dr. Marty Rowland of the Henry George School, and Ben Schulman,
Director of The Newburgh Packet. The panel presentations will be followed by a community Q&A. Register at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/congestion-pricing-is-coming-to-the-city-is-it-fair-will-it-work-tickets-61254925130  
at the Henry George School of Social Science  
149 East 38th Street (between Lexington & 3rd Avenue)

Wednesday, May 15    beginning at 1pm  
Public Hearing on the Proposed Fur Apparel Ban  
The Council’s Committee on Consumer Affairs & Business Licensing will be holding a public hearing on Intro.
1476, prohibiting the sale of fur apparel. The public is invited to weigh in on this topic. Public testimony will begin
following the testimony of city officials and may be limited to one to three minutes per person. Please register with
the sergeant-at-arms at City Hall prior to the start of the hearing if you plan on testifying in person. You can also
submit written testimony to the Council via email at correspondence@council.nyc.gov. If submitting testimony by
email, please write PROPOSED FUR BAN in the subject line. Written testimony will be accepted until the close of
business (6pm) on Friday, May 17. You can watch the hearing online at https://council.nyc.gov/live.  
in the Council Chambers of City Hall  
City Hall Park

Wednesday, May 15          6:30pm  
Panel discussion: Capitalism and Democracy: Can They Coexist? 
FREE. Reserve Seats Capitalism is losing its luster. Most millennials in the U.S. now say they prefer socialism.
Inequality is rising, as those at the top take more of economic winnings. Populism is on the rise, on the political left
and right. So: what’s next? State capitalism? Socialism? A basic income? An expert panel discusses these issues,
featuring: Leslie McCall, associate director of the Stone Center on Socio-Economic Inequality at The Graduate
Center; Vanessa Williamson, senior fellow at the Brookings Institution and author of Read My Lips: Why
Americans Are Proud to Pay Taxes; and Andrew Yang, tech entrepreneur, philanthropist, and founder of Venture
for America. Moderated by Richard Reeves, senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, author of Dream Hoarders,
and curator of the The Guardian’s “Broken Capitalism” series..  
at The Graduate Center, CUNY  
365 Fifth Avenue (between 34th & 35th Street)  

Saturday, May 18    2 – 4pm  
Tour of St. Peter's Church  
FREE. Sacred Sites Open House sponsored by The New York Landmarks Conservancy. Tour newly restored
Chapel of the Good Shepherd, a unique, comprehensive sculptural environment by renowned sculptor Louise
Nevelson; tour light-filled Saint Peter's Church, in the heart of modern landmark 601 Lexington Avenue, the former
Citicorp Center. Two one-hour tours will be offered. Register at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ssoh-tour-saint-
peters-church-tickets-60771423965. These tours fill up quickly.  
at Saint Peter's Church  
619 Lexington Avenue

 

Dag Hammarskjold Automated Postal Center is Closed
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Two months ago the U.S. Postal Service's (USPS) Dag Hammarskjold Automated Postal Center (APC)was shut
down unexpectedly. Community Board 6 has spoken with Congresswoman Maloney's office, as this is a federal
matter. The USPS told Rep. Maloney that the APC was closed when the building owner did not renew their lease
for the space. CB6 would like to know if and how this closure has affected you. In the absence of the APC, all
postal services in this area will be handled by the Grand Central Post Office at 450 Lexington Avenue. Please
email help@cbsix.org if the APC closure has affected you.

 

2020 CENSUS JOBS
The U.S. Census Bureau is hiring for the 2020 Census! Apply now to make up to $27.50/hour and help New
Yorkers get counted!

The U.S. Census Bureau needs to hire 13,000 people or more in New York City to conduct the 2020 Census.
Census taker, recruiting assistant, office clerk, and office supervisor positions in NYC will pay $20-27.50/hour and
have flexible hours. Paid training is provided, no prior skills are necessary, and a 2020 Census job could be an
excellent entry point to a career with the Census Bureau. It is crucial that these important jobs go to New Yorkers
that reflect their communities. The Census Bureau is hiring NOW for its first major canvassing operation that will
begin in August.

To apply for census taker, recruiting assistant, office clerk, and office supervisor positions, go to
2020census.gov/jobs or call 1-855-JOB-2020 (call 800-877-8339 for TTY/ASCII). To apply for professional and
managerial positions, go to USAJOBS.gov. Click here for more information on how to apply.

 

Business Member news
Shelburne Hotel & Suites has just completed a renovation of all their guest rooms and suites. For online
reservations visit www.affinia.com/shelburne select Rate Preference "Best Available" and use Promo Code
NEIGH for up to 20% off. Rare View, their seasonal rooftop bar, is now open for the season!

 

Changes in the neighborhood
 

Vornado’s Supertall 350 Park Avenue Fully Revealed,
Expected To Rise Nearly 1,500′ To Pinnacle  
MAY 4, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Nikolai Fedak  
Amidst the ongoing evolution of the Manhattan skyline, one of the most notable recent
changes has been the completion of the Midtown East rezoning, which has already
resulted in the rise of One Vanderbilt. Now, with 270 Park Avenue and other projects
already on the development boards, Vornado and Rudin Management’s plans for 350
Park Avenue have been fully revealed...The site for 350 Park Avenue sits between 51st
and 52nd Streets...Construction would require the demolition of Vornado’s extant building
on Park Avenue, and a 23-story tower owned by Rudin Management next door.

 

Grand Central Terminal's 'Big Board' Is Getting Replaced With
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'Brighter' Screens  
April 29, 2019, gothamist.com, by Jen Carlson  
When it comes to train stations, we prefer our Arrivals and
Departures to be announced via split-flap displays featuring
an art deco font. We also prefer that somewhere within a 10-
foot radius of these boards there is at least one person
wearing a trench coat reading a print newspaper, and that this
entire scene is covered in a cinematic smoke. Ideally,
loudspeaker announcements are made with a Mid-Atlantic
accent. But no one asked us. And so Grand Central
Terminal's Arrivals and Departures will now be delivered to
you via a soulless digital screen for the "Black Mirror" era. We
expected this kind of modernization from Penn Station, who
brought in LED displays in 2017, but not a classic gem like
Grand Central. 

Macy's May Build Skyscraper Atop Flagship Store, Report Says  
April 25, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
Retail giant Macy's has begun informal talks with city officials to construct a massive office tower at the site of its
West 34th Street flagship store, Bloomberg first reported. The skyscraper would be built on top of the existing
department store and office space would be leased to other companies, according to the report...Manhattan
Borough President Gale Brewer confirmed to Bloomberg that her office had met with Macy's in March and that
any deal to construct a tower at the site would require a great amount of public investment from the company.

 

Art Deco-Inspired Rose Hill Begins Ascent At
30 East 29th Street In NoMad  
April 17, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Construction on 30 East 29th Street, aka Rose Hill, is moving along quickly
in NoMad. Work on the foundations wrapped up in January and now the
upcoming 639-foot-tall structure is several floors above street level. The
upcoming 45-story project is located between Park Avenue South and
Madison Avenue and is being designed by CetraRuddy Architecture and
developed by Rockefeller Group. The residential high-rise will incorporate
an Art Deco-inspired design.  

Murray Hill in the news

Man Hit And Killed By Train In Murray Hill, Police Say  
May 3, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
MURRAY HILL-GRAMERCY, NY — A man was struck and killed by a train Friday morning in a Murray Hill subway
station, an NYPD spokesman said. The man was lying on the tracks at the East 28th Street and Park Avenue 6
train station when he was struck by a northbound train around 5am, police said. EMS responded to the scene and
declared the man dead about 10 minutes later, an NYPD spokesman said.  
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Manhole Fires Erupt On Midtown Block, 6 Injured, FDNY Says  
April 24, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
Multiple manhole fires sparked an explosion in the cellar of an East 32nd Street building Wednesday.

 

 

New York’s troubled wireless system has become a $900M money pit  
April 21, 2019, nypost.com, by Rich Calder

 

Traffic and transportation
Lyft, Uber drivers plan to strike before Uber IPO  
May 3, 2019, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein  
If all goes according to plan, next Wednesday morning thousands of drivers for app-based companies Lyft and
Uber will go on strike in New York City, joining expected strikes in Philadelphia and Los Angeles...In New York
City, [Bhairavi Desai, the executive director of the New York Taxi Workers Alliance, which announced the
strike]'s group is demanding an end to “unfair deactivations,” an end to "the scam of upfront pricing” and a cap on
the size of the app companies’ commission to no more than 20 percent...Both companies have come under fire for
their driver practices, and for their failures to provide accessible vehicles to riders with disabilities...A judge
recently dismissed an effort by Lyft to undermine New York City's new minimum wage for app-based drivers.

14th Street closing to private through-traffic during L train shutdown  
April 24, 2019, amny.com, by Vincent Barone  
Between Third and Ninth avenues, the corridor will be open only to private vehicles making pickups and drop-offs
and accessing garages...Under the city's plans, the new stretch of 14th Street will consist of four lanes, two in
each direction: the center lanes will be dedicated to bus and truck traffic, while the outer curbside lanes will be
reserved for truck loading and local traffic looking to make pickups, drop-offs or to access garages along the
block.

Uber and Lyft stop accepting new drivers in New York City  
April 29, 2019, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein  
Uber stopped hiring new drivers in New York City on April 1. Lyft followed suit on April 19. In a little-noticed
posting on its website, Uber attributed its new policy “in part to new TLC regulations.” A knowledgeable source
said “regulations” refers to the city’s new wage rules...The wage regulations that went into effect Feb. 1 use a
novel approach to ensure drivers for companies like Uber and Lyft earn at least $17.22 an hour after expenses.
The rules penalize companies for running too many cars without passengers on city streets...Transportation
industry expert Bruce Schaller suspects that the Uber and Lyft decision to halt the growth of their driver workforce
is due to two developments: first, the aforementioned wage floor, and second, the city’s one-year moratorium on
new for-hire vehicles, which went into effect last summer and expires this August. “Both companies are now
moving toward limiting how many cars and drivers are on the street,” said Bruce Schaller, a transportation policy
expert. “That should be good for traffic. And the [city] wage rule should mean it's good for drivers."

Penn Station Renewal Continues 2 Years After 'Summer Of Hell'  
May 2, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
Amtrak will ramp up infrastructure work this summer in year three of its plan to modernize and improve the transit
hub. 

 

Affordability & homelessness
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Advocates Give De Blasio and Cuomo Failing Grades on Addressing
Homelessness  
May 3, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ashad Hajela & Ben Max  
On Tuesday morning, the Coalition [for the homeless], led by policy director Giselle Routhier, hosted a press
conference at its Manhattan headquarters to release its detailed “State of the Homeless 2019” report, evaluating
both New York City and State, particularly the mayor and Governor Andrew Cuomo on efforts to address
homelessness.

Related article: State of the Homeless 2019  
Source: Coalition for the Homeless  
The report finds that policy failures by the City and State have exacerbated the decades-long homelessness crisis
stemming from New York’s severe lack of affordable housing. In January 2019, an all-time record 63,839 men,
women, and children slept in New York City shelters each night...the shelter census is on track to increase by
5,000 people by 2022 unless the Mayor immediately changes course and increases the number of apartments set
aside for homeless New Yorkers through his Housing New York 2.0 plan.

Sparks fly at first Assembly hearing on rent regulations  
May 2, 2019, timesunion.com, by Rachel Silberstein  
Sessions in Albany and Rochester to follow. Assembly members had tough words for developers, landlords and
New York City regulatory agencies at the first of three hearings on tenants' rights and rent regulations in
Manhattan...Testimony focused on how to maintain the city's affordable housing stock, while ensuring that
landlords continue to invest in regulated units.

See How Hard Gentrification Has Hit
Your NYC Neighborhood  
April 21, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar, Patch Staff |  
Hundreds of NYC-area neighborhoods are exclusive or
"super-gentrified," while others are at risk, research
shows...about one in five neighborhoods in the 31-county
New York metropolitan area is experiencing gentrification or
displacement, according to the Urban Displacement Project
map released April 10...meaning they're seeing increased

rents or housing values and a rush of highly educated, affluent residents.  
[Editor's note: Murray Hill has large stable areas, except for super gentrification along the waterfront and
increasing gentrification in Rose Hill and the south tip of the Murray Hill (south of 35th Street between Park &
Lexington Avenue), the darker colors on the map.]

NYC Rentals More Affordable Than Houston, Baltimore, Study Finds  
May 2, 2019, patch.com, by Adam Nichols  
Renting an apartment in New York City is more affordable than finding digs in Houston, Denver or even Virginia
Beach according to a new study that looks at the the cost of leases in the nation's cities.

 

Food stamps and online grocery shopping are about to mix  
Apr. 18, 2019, spectrumlocalnews.com, by Associated Press, Joseph Pisani  
NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon and Walmart on Thursday kicked off a two-year government pilot program allowing
low-income shoppers on government food assistance in New York to shop and pay for their groceries online for
the first time. ShopRite will join the two retailers on the program early next week, said the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, which oversees the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP. The USDA has long
required customers using electronic benefits transfer, or EBT, pay for their purchases at the actual time and place
of sale. So the move marks the first time SNAP customers can pay for their groceries online. ShopRite and
Amazon are providing the service to the New York City area.

Preservation & landmarks
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Update on the cultural landmarking process for Tin Pan Alley   
April 30, 2019, Source: email from the 29 St. Neighborhood Association <adm@29streetassociation.org>  
Owners [of buildings proposed as landmarks] expressed “surprise” on learning about consideration after acquiring
the buildings in 2014 when no action had been taken in 2008...Owner’s rep and consultants didn’t question the
overall cultural value of Tin Pan Alley but made claims about these specific buildings and that the publishers either
discriminated against African-American songwriters by excluding them or elevated negative stereotypes by
publishing songs using the worst elements of minstrel show era...[there were] more than twenty speakers in
support of designation...Several speakers addressed the discrimination claim head on, acknowledging some titles
were published which certainly would be inappropriate by modern standards but that in context the number of
those songs was minor compared to the thousands of songs published during the period and the entirety of the
American songbook covering the first half of the 20th Century. Several noted that many songs by African-
Americans, immigrants and other “outsiders” were published during the period and there even were publishing
companies started and owned by African-Americans. Several people (including Chair Carroll) made the point that
we shouldn’t just overlook difficult aspects of history - instead we should seek to acknowledge them, understand
them, put them in context and learn from them...to dismiss these buildings and the importance of Tin Pan Alley
because of a few racist songs, is to completely misunderstand the preservation and the value of cultural
landmarking,” said Andrew Dolkart, Columbia University architecture professor and former LPC staff member.
“American history is fraught with difficult issues often involving race, ethnicity, religion, sex, and gender—we need
to understand the past in all of its complexity, in order to know who we are as a nation and a people.”  
Chair Carroll said they would schedule a vote in near future. She made the point that the public comment period
stays open for submissions for a period of two weeks. 

NYC Charter Commission (City Council)

2019 Charter Commission Report Indicates Areas of Focus for
Crafting Ballot Proposals  
April 23, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
The 2019 Charter Revision Commission released its preliminary staff report on Tuesday, outlining
recommendations from staff to the commissioners to further examine and pursue proposals to change city
governance. This summer, the 15 members of the commission will decide which changes to city governance they
will put before voters in November. The commission staff recommended moving ahead with consideration of
changes to voting procedures, strengthening police accountability processes, reducing conflicts of interest for
public servants, increasing the powers of the public advocate, and giving community boards and borough
presidents a slightly stronger voice in the city’s land use process...Several elected officials and urban experts who
testified before the commission advocated for the requirement of the creation of a comprehensive plan for the city
that takes a more holistic approach to the city’s future. With those proposals in mind, the commission staff detailed
the city’s planning landscape, which they found is already vast, with as many as 12 separate kinds of planning-
related documents, but does not necessarily fit together. The report recommends creating a “planning cycle” and
incorporating all the disparate elements with clear progress indicators and a uniform public engagement process,
among other things...The charter revision commission will now hold a public hearing in each borough over the
next several weeks in order to solicit feedback on the preliminary staff report and path ahead.

 

Government, legislation, rules, policies, zoning (including pending)
De Blasio Presents $92.5 Billion Executive Budget with Agency
Savings, New Investments & Response to State Shifts  
April 25, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
Mayor Bill de Blasio released on Thursday a $92.5 billion executive budget for the 2020 fiscal year that begins
July 1, an increase of about $300 million from his preliminary proposal in February and nearly $3.4 billion more
than the budget adopted last year. De Blasio’s latest budget plan will become the basis for City Council hearings
and negotiations between the administration and the Council before a budget deal is reached in June...[T]his year,
the mayor instituted a Program to Eliminate the Gap (PEG) for the first time...The administration also expanded a
hiring freeze which, together with the PEG, was meant to find $750 million in savings across the current and next
fiscal year...The Council is disappointed that Mayor de Blasio has failed to fund many significant citywide Council
priorities...The mayor’s executive budget plan for fiscal year 2020 operating expenditures is also accompanied by
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the capital spending plan. De Blasio’s updated 10-year capital strategy is now expected to cost $116.9 billion, up
from $104.1 billion proposed in the preliminary budget. It includes $16.4 billion for school facilities, $13.1 billion for
road and bridge repair, $9.7 billion to preserve affordable housing, $8.7 billion to build borough-based jails, and
$6.5 billion for maintaining sewer and water infrastructure...the city’s bond rating was recently upgraded by
Moody’s Investors Services, a sign of responsible fiscal management, and [the mayor] also emphasized the
absence of an infrastructure plan at the federal level.

New City Civic Engagement Commission Launched  
April 24, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
The 15-member commission was established in the charter through a ballot referendum approved by voters in
November...The commission is tasked broadly with increasing involvement in city civic life, and specifically with
improving voter access by providing interpreters at polling sites and administering a citywide participatory
budgeting program modeled on the system used by the New York City Council...The commission is expected to
hold its first public hearing within the next month and will also go on a listening tour across the city.

Some top Albany lobbyists aren't following sweeping disclosure rule  
April 27, 2019, timesunion.com, by Chris Bragg   
Lobbyists in New York must now disclose much more information about which public officials they're seeking to
sway — a major step toward transparency that was authored and implemented by the state's ethics watchdog
agency...Some of Albany's biggest power players aren't complying with the rule so far, according to public filings
posted on the website of the state Joint Commission on Public Ethics...Whether JCOPE would penalize powerful
lobbyists for not following the rule remains to be seen.

Cuomo signs New York offshore drilling ban alongside Billy Joel  
April 29, 2019, newsday.com, by Robert Brodsky  
The bill would prohibit state agencies from processing applications for pipelines or any other transportation and
distribution services needed to facilitate offshore drilling.

Two Years After New York City Expanded Protections for Freelancers,
State Yet to Act  
May 3, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
Two years ago, the New York City Council’s Freelance Isn’t Free Act went into effect, giving freelance workers
legal protections against wage theft, delayed payments, employer retaliation, and lack of contracts for their work.
The first-of-its-kind law has since allowed the city to recoup thousands of dollars in wages for hundreds of
freelancers and was broadly praised as a laudable and necessary step in a changed and still-changing
economy...similar action has been glaringly lacking at the state level...a portable benefits program could feasibly
be modelled after the Black Car Fund, which was created by the state Legislature in 1999 to provide workers
compensation to livery car drivers.

Climate Mobilization Act  
Source: New York City Council Speaker Corey Johnson's (3rd Council District) email of 5/3/19  
[T]he New York City Council passed a groundbreaking package of legislation known as the Climate Mobilization
Act...The centerpiece of the package is a bill requiring large- and medium-sized buildings, 25,000 square feet or
larger, which account for nearly one third of all greenhouse gas emissions in the City, to cut their emissions 40%
by 2030 and 80% by 2050, with the worst offenders required to act by 2024 or implement certain specific low-cost
measures to reduce their emissions...a multi-pronged approach that shifts New York City to cleaner energy and
greener infrastructure...Council Member Costa Constantinides spearheaded the legislation... His contributions
include:

Intro. 1253-C, the commitment to achieve certain reductions in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050;  
Intro. 1252-A, establishing a sustainable energy loan program;  
Intro. 1317-A, large wind turbines;  
Intro. 1318-A, the replacement of gas-fired power plants; and  
Reso. 845, the proposed Williams Pipeline.  

Additional bills in the Climate Mobilization Act include:

Intro. 1031-A, posting information regarding green roofs on the Department of Buildings’ website (sponsored by
Council Member Rafael Espinal);  
Intro. 1032-A, requiring the roofs of certain buildings to be covered in green roofs or solar photovoltaic electricity
generating systems (sponsored by Council Member Espinal);  

http://www.gothamgazette.com/city/8473-new-city-civic-engagement-commission-launched
http://gothamgazette.com/
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Some-top-Albany-lobbyists-aren-t-following-13795371.php
http://timesunion.com/
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/politics/cuomo-joel-offshore-drilling-1.30428460
http://newsday.com/
http://www.gothamgazette.com/state/8499-two-years-after-new-york-city-expanded-protections-for-freelancers-state-yet-to-act
http://gothamgazette.com/


Intro. 276-A, requiring the roofs of certain smaller buildings to be partially covered in green roofs or solar
photovoltaic electricity generating systems (sponsored by Council Member Donovan Richards);  
Intro. 1251-A, building energy efficiency grade (sponsored by Council Member Andrew Cohen)  
Reso. 66, increasing the real property tax abatement for the installation of a green roof to $15 per square foot
(sponsored by Council Member Levin); and  
Intro. 1527,a paper carryout bag reduction fee (sponsored by Council Members Brad Lander and Margaret Chin).

Related article: De Blasio’s ‘Ban’ on Glass and Steel Skyscrapers Isn’t a
Ban at All  
April 25, 2019, nytimes.com, by Jeffery C. Mays  
New York City may require more eco-friendly building materials, but neither glass nor steel would be
prohibited...on Earth Day, Mayor Bill de Blasio issued a stern warning that the familiar Manhattan skyline behind
him was about to change.  
“We are going to introduce legislation to ban the glass and steel skyscrapers that have contributed so much to
global warming,” he said on Monday. “They have no place in our city or on our Earth anymore.”  
Mr. de Blasio’s plan involves legislation that would institute new energy code requirements as a prerequisite for a
building permit...City officials said that they did not know the specifics of Mr. de Blasio’s proposal, and that any
such change would require City Council approval...The lack of details troubled many real estate industry leaders
and architects...Mr. de Blasio mentioned the American Copper Buildings in Manhattan’s Murray Hill neighborhood
and some buildings on the Cornell Tech campus on Roosevelt Island as examples of how glass-wrapped
structures can be made energy efficient: using triple glazing and high-tech heating and cooling systems...The new
requirements were part of Mr. de Blasio’s Green New Deal, a $14 billion plan to help the city reach its goal of
becoming carbon neutral by 2050...The real challenge, he said, would be retrofitting older buildings to meet the
requirements in the recent City Council legislation. 
 

(opinion) Zoning for a More Resilient Future  
May 2, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Michael Marrella  
As the threat of climate change grows...cities must take the lead in reducing our carbon footprint and becoming
more resilient. This year, New York City has taken a big, green step forward, with actions by Mayor Bill de Blasio
and the City Council that will decrease our emissions...it’s vital that existing zoning rules don’t stand in the way of
protective measures for the buildings that make up our coastal communities. As sea levels rise, so too will flood
waters and we must make certain that zoning accounts for future risk...When it comes to building or renovating,
the hundreds of thousands of residents and businesses in the floodplain can’t be kept in limbo. We need to
provide guidelines for how buildings can be constructed or retrofitted to better withstand or recover from storms
and flooding...we’ve created Zoning for Coastal Flood Resiliency, rules tailored to New York’s diverse
neighborhoods, building types, uses and needs, as well as increased storm and flood risk from climate change.
Summary report.

After Backlash, Personal Voter Information Is Removed by New York
City  
April 30, 2019, nytimes.com, by Holly Pickett  
The Board of Elections reversed its decision and removed online access to its voter registration books after many
raised privacy concerns. Historically, anybody interested in accessing voter rolls had to make a request to the
state or local Board of Elections.

NYC, UN partner to expand city digital rights group  
Source: statescoop.com  
The Cities Coalition for Digital Rights, started in November by NYC and two other cities, will expand rapidly
through a new partnership with the UN...Formed last November as a partnership between New York City,
Amsterdam and Barcelona, the Cities Coalition for Digital Rights has since grown to 23 international cities. Now,
the coalition has joined forces with the United Nations, as well as EUROCITIES and the United Cities and Local
Governments. The new joint effort will aim to recruit 100 cities in 100 days to join the coalition and create policies,
tools and resources to promote and protect resident and visitor rights online, according to a release from NYC’s
Office of the Chief Technology Officer.

An email message from Senator Charles E. Schumer on Net Neutrality  
April 30, 2019  
The availability of broadband, in a world that is increasingly reliant on high-speed, easily accessible internet, is
now more critical than ever. That is why I joined my Senate colleagues in a letter encouraging Chairman Pai to
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abandon his plans to dismantle FCC net neutrality rules. Especially in the face of reports that malicious bots may
have interfered with the proposed rule change public comment period by inserting thousands of fake comments, I
urged Chairman Pai to delay the vote until a full investigation could be launched. Unfortunately, Chairman Pai
chose to move forward with his plan to dismantle net neutrality. Beginning June 11, 2018 net neutrality protections
will officially expire and ISPs will be able to charge middle-class Americans, small business owners, schools, rural
Americans and communities of color more to use the internet. Following the FCC’s vote I announced my support
for a Congressional Review Act (CRA) resolution which would undo Chairman Pai’s repeal and restore the Open
Internet Order. I was happy to see the net neutrality CRA pass the Senate by a powerful bipartisan vote and I will
continue to push for a permanent solution in the new Congress that will support a free and open internet and
maintain critical consumer protections.

 

Microsoft Exec John Paul Farmer Named as NYC CTO  
April 23, 2019, govtech.com, by Lucas Ropek  
A longtime innovation leader who also served under the Obama administration has been chosen as New York
City’s new chief technology officer. John Paul Farmer, who has worked as Microsoft’s director of Technology and
Civic Innovation for the past five years, will serve in the new role, according to Mayor Bill de Blasio’s office. He will
begin work June 3.

Schools
Where Top City and State Officials Stand on Raising the Charter
School Cap  
April 29, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Andrew Millman & Ben Max  
After several new charter schools were approved last month, the cap on such schools allowed in New York City
was reached. New York State has a cap on the number of issuable charters, which allow a group to start a new
charter school, the controversial, privately-run, publicly-funded schools that mostly proliferate in the five boroughs
and educate roughly 10% of the city's 1 million students...Governor Andrew Cuomo...favors lifting the cap. Mayor
Bill de Blasio...is against lifting the cap; as is City Council Speaker Corey Johnson and Public Advocate Jumaane
Williams...the decision will be made by Cuomo and the state Legislature, where the Assembly appears cold to the
idea of lifting the sub-cap while the Senate appears open to it...State Senator John Liu, a Queens Democrat and
the chair of the Senate’s subcommittee on New York City Schools, said “The charter cap should be increased only
when charter schools are held to the same accountability standards as public schools...Charter school interests
are often major campaign donors -- including to Cuomo, the former IDC, and Senate Republicans -- and spenders
on independent expenditure campaigns meant to influence elections.

 

Stories we are following
(opinion) Yes, LinkNYC Kiosks Are Giant Data-Harvesting Surveillance
Cameras, Obviously  
April 25, 2019, gothamist.com, by Claire Lampen  
Earlier this week, we got word that some nameless, faceless vandal had been scooting around town, smashing up
dozens of LinkNYC kiosks in the West Village, Chelsea, and midtown. But because the vandal chose to target
giant camera-equipped data sponges, he remained neither faceless nor nameless for long: Police arrested 41-
year-old Juan Rodriguez on Wednesday, charging him with multiple counts of criminal mischief for allegedly
vandalizing 42 of the free wireless hubs...the kiosks, which have been around since 2016 and are owned by a
consortium called CityBridge, come camera-equipped... In return for that unfettered Internet access, the LinkNYC
overlords (namely, Sidewalk Labs, a major CityBridge investor and a Google property) would collect user data that
would in turn tailor the ads (which helped fund the project) to the viewer...The short answer: LinkNYC kiosks are
privately owned, public WiFi devices for which we pay in privacy dollars...LinkNYC kiosks have three cameras
each, two of which serve security purposes and one of which is just for your video call enjoyment...their privacy
policy...promises that LinkNYC "will not store your browsing history or track the websites you visit when you use
your personal device to access the Services," and that it does "not collect information about your precise location."
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Googlers protest retaliation; even some Facebook staff join fray  
May 2, 2019, crainsnewyork.com, Bloomberg  
Over the last year, workers at large technology companies have staged protests over military contracting, sexual
harassment, and the treatment of temporary and contract workers. On Wednesday, activists at Google and
Facebook Inc. turned their attention to what they describe as retaliation against those involved in such activism. At
over a dozen offices of Alphabet Inc.’s Google, workers staged sit-ins, with the largest protests drawing hundreds
of workers...

Scott Rechler’s RXR nearing unorthodox partnership deal with Airbnb  
April 18, 2019, therealdeal.com, David Jeans  
Airbnb is negotiating a partnership with Scott Rechler’s RXR Realty to provide apartment-style hospitality spaces
in commercial buildings. The startup, valued at $35 billion, is navigating options to workaround city laws that have
hampered its operations here...the city laws don’t apply to commercial buildings or hotels...Airbnb is currently
battling the city on a new law that requires it to provide huge amounts of data on its listings. Parallel to that, Airbnb
is trying to work with legislators in Albany to legalize its business.

Amazon Starts to Deliver on It's Other Queens Home  
April 29, 2019, thecity.nyc, by Christine Chung  
[I]n Woodside, Terreno Realty Corporation obtained Department of Buildings approval Monday to proceed with
$5.6 million in construction at a warehouse where Amazon signed a ten-year lease to open its second fulfillment
center in New York City...City Councilmember Costa Constantinides (D-Queens), whose district includes the
distribution center, said he is “troubled by Amazon moving forward with plans,” calling the internet giant anti-
labor...the offices of Mayor Bill de Blasio and Gov. Andrew Cuomo projected that the Woodside distribution center
would create more than 2,000 jobs...The fulfillment warehouse requires no government approvals beyond the
building permits...In January, Amazon confirmed it had leased property for a third New York City fulfillment
warehouse, in Hunts Point, The Bronx.

Amazon dismisses idea automation will eliminate all its warehouse
jobs soon  
May 1, 2019, reuters.com, by Nandita Bose  
BALTIMORE (Reuters) - Amazon.com Inc dismissed the idea of running a fully automated warehouse in the near
future, citing the superior cognitive ability of humans and limitations of current technology.

‘There is nobody who will cover this’  
April 29, 2019, cjr.org, by Andrew McCormick, Columbia Journalism Review Delacorte Fellow  
Local news has taken a beating in New York in recent years. Major publications, including The New York Times
and the Daily News, have winnowed local coverage in favor of stories from across the nation and the world.
Others, including The Village Voice and DNAinfo, a hyperlocal site, have closed outright. Mass layoffs have
become the norm...It’s much the same story as anywhere over the past decade, as diminishing advertising
revenue and shifting online distribution models continue to ravage the news industry...It’s not just accountability
that falls by the wayside, whether for specific incidents of wrongdoing, or for negligence on the part of entire city
agencies. A decline in local news also threatens to deliver a decline in civic engagement...City journalists, under
pressure to file as many as five pieces a day, are unable to devote time to the research and discovery that result
in scoops...For years, it has been the norm for certain reporters to find themselves the only journalist at a public
meeting, if anyone from the press shows up at all...On the bright side, a recent surge of philanthropic support for
local news has fueled promising growth and experimentation, especially among nonprofit outlets...Early last year,
WNYC, New York’s public radio station, was able to revive Gothamist, a hyperlocal news site that had been shut
down along with DNAinfo. And then came The City...The City has leveraged a combination of membership and
donations to fund its operations...The City occupies space in a narrow building in Koreatown, constructed in 1904
[243 5th Ave, #623, New York, NY 10016, thecity.nyc].

 

Consumer alerts and scams
NYC Votes (NYC Campaign Finance Board) says it’s a good day to go green by opting out of receiving
print Voter Guides. Instead, you can get email alerts when the online Guide is available.
Visit nyccfb.info/gopaperless to get started. 
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FTC and State of Ohio Sending Refund Checks to Tech Support Scam
Victims  
April 29, 2019, Source Federal Trade Commission  
The Federal Trade Commission, along with its co-plaintiff the state of Ohio, is sending refund checks totaling more
than $92,000 to victims of a tech support scam that tricked people into believing their computers were infected
with viruses and malware, and then charged them hundreds of dollars for unnecessary repairs...FTC law
enforcement actions led to more than $2.3 billion in refunds for consumers in a one-year period between July
2017 and June 2018. 
[Editor's note: Not only in Ohio...I've seen this one in NYC on my computer.]
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