
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the
News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Removed
The Shakespeare, 24 E. 39th Street (between Madison and Park). No longer participating in the
program.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members:  
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts 

 

 

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information
about the MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association! 

 Information that may be of interest...March 11, 2019
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Read our Privacy Statement 

 

 

 

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

Mondays    9am to 3pm (arrive by 2pm)  
Legal Advocacy Center Offers assistance on SNAP
(formerly Food Stamps) 
These clinics are brought to you by the Lenox Hill Neighborhood House. First come, first served.
Bring proof of identity, income information, utility bill, proof of housing costs, information on any
dependents, proof of immigration status for non-citizens, and if you are 60 or over or on SSI/SSD,
information on medical costs. For more information, call 212-218-0503, option 2.  
at Bellevue Hospital Ambulatory Care Pavilion  
First Avenue (between 26th and 27th Streets)  
3rd Floor

 

Monday, March 11    10am  
Rally at City Hall. New Yorkers Opposing the
Decriminalization of Pimping and Sex Buying  
There will be a press conference and rally to voice opposition to proposed legislation sponsored
by New York State Senators Julia Salazar, Jessica Ramos and Brad Hoylman, and Assemblyman
Richard Gottfried to decriminalize prostitution, including pimping and sex buying. The New York
Alliance Against the Legalization of Prostitution will discuss evidence that prostitution is not a
victimless crime. Do you want the State to give the sex trade industry a green light to flourish?
The Alliance will present alternative legislation to decriminalize only the people who are
prostituted (partial decriminalization) and to provide them with services and a way to exit the sex
trade if they wish to do so. If you cannot attend the rally but wish to voice your opinion, you can
contact our assembly member Richard Gottfried at email  gottfriedR@assembly.state.ny.us or
tel. 212-807-7900 and 518-455-4941. Brad Hoylman: 212-633-8052, hoylman@nysenate.gov,
Jessica Ramos: 718-455-2529, email ramos@nysenate.gov, Julia Salazar: 917-370-4440,
salazar@nysenate.gov  
[Editor's note: For those of you who are too young to remember, Park Avenue below 34th Street
and Times Square used to be hooker neighborhoods. If you walked in those neighborhoods at
night, the streets were full of scantily dressed women accosting pedestrians and cars stopped at
the traffic lights. The area was very unsavory. It feels so much safer now. Midtown and Murray Hill
would be a magnet for legalized sex trade, as we are between tunnels, close to transportation
hubs and have many nearby hotels.]  
at City Hall  
Broadway between Chambers and Park Row

Monday, March 11    10am (public comments at around 1pm)  
New York City Council Committee on Cultural Affairs and
Libraries Hearing about Funding for NYC Libraries 
The presidents of the three library systems will testify. And at about 1pm the public will have an
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opportunity to testify or make comments. The Committee to Save the New York Public Library
group will be there to testify in support of longer hours at the research library at 42nd and 5th.
They are asking the public also to testify in support of longer hours. The 42nd Street Library used
to be open an average of 87 hours per week; now it is only open 56 hours per week. Longer
hours at the 42nd Street Library and other library research collections will benefit New York City
working people, students and others who cannot go there during the day. If you cannot attend
please write to the committee members: JVanBramer@council.nyc.gov (James G. Van Bramer,
Chair); Borelli@council.nyc.gov (Joseph C. Borelli) Lcumbo@council.nyc.gov (Laurie A. Cumbo);
Koslowitz@council.nyc.gov (Karen Koslowitz); Moya@council.nyc.gov (Francisco P. Moya). The
Save the NYPL Committee also asks the public to sign and share their petition for longer hours at
SaveNYPL.org.  
at City Council Chambers at City Hall  
(entrance on Broadway across from Murray Street)

 

Monday, March 11    6pm (also March 14, 18, 25)  
City Council Charter Revision Commission Meeting  
The City Council charter revision commission includes members appointed by the Mayor, the City
Council Speaker, all five Borough Presidents, the Public Advocate, and the Comptroller. The
commission will hold three more meetings on March 14th, 18th, and 25th, all starting at 6pm and
taking place at City Hall Council Chambers. Visit http://www.charter2019.nyc/ for more
information.  
at Borough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC)  
Richard Harris Terrace  
199 Chambers Street

 

Tuesday, March 12     2 - 3:30pm EDT  
FREE webinar: Know Your Fiduciary Responsibilities  
Source: U.S. Small Business Administration  
During this FREE webinar hosted by the U.S. Department of Labor, Employee Benefits Security
Administration, you will learn the fiduciary responsibilities for operating a retirement or health
benefit plan for your small business. Register at: http://mp163422.cdn.
mediaplatform.com/163422/wc/mp/4000/15208/110932/Lobby/default.htm?utm_medium=email&
utm_source=govdelivery

 

Wednesday, March 13        6:30 - 8pm (followed by networking)  
Meetup with Mobile Growth New York with Shake Shack,
CBS Interactive, Spotify, NBC News Digi  
Hosted by Cynthia Chiang, Branch Community Manager  
This is a FREE event - please RSVP at the link below: https://events.mobilegrowth.
org/events/details/branch-new-york-presents-mobile-growth-new-york-with-shake-shack-cbs-
interactive-spotify-nbc-news-digital-and-spacious/  
A night of growth stories and strategies from top performing apps in the city. We’ll kick off the
evening with some beer, soft drinks, and appetizers, and then hear lessons and best practices for
app growth. We’ll cover everything from organic and paid user acquisition, retention and
engagement strategies, and more. Agenda: 6:30pm: Check in, appetizers, and drinks, 7pm:
Welcome and introductions, 7:15pm: Mobile Growth panel, 7:50pm: Q&A, 8pm: Wrap up and
networking. Panelists: Patrick Moran - Spotify (Global Head of Growth Marketing), Jon Lin - CBS
Interactive (Sr. Director Product, CBS Sports Digital), Abbey Reider - Shake Shack (Digital &
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Guest Experience), Karthik Paramasivam - Spacious (VP of Growth), Joshua Kinberg - NBC
News Digital (Director Product), Moderator: Alex Austin - Branch (Co-founder & CEO). Co-Hosted
by Branch (https://branch.io) and Grow.co (http://grow.co).  
at Fetch  
150 East 42nd Street

 

Thursday, March 14    8:30 - 10:30am  
Roundtable for Boomers and Seniors: Loneliness  
FREE and open to the public. Speakers include Lauren Goldman, Deputy Volunteer Director,
Friendly Visiting Program, Lenox Hill Neighborhood House; Lindsay Goldman, Director, Healthy
Aging, NY Academy of Medicine; Jacqueline Berman, Director of Research, NYC Department for
the Aging; and Manou Pardasani, Associate Professor Fordham Graduate School of Social Work.
To RSVP visit https://tinyurl.com/lonelinessforum or call 212-490-9535.  
at Lenox Hill Neighborhood House  
331 East 70th Street

 

Friday, March 15  
Deadline to Apply for Property Tax Exemption Programs  
March 15th is the deadline for property owners who wish to challenge their assessed value,
and/or apply for all property tax exemptions (STAR, SCHE, Disability, Veterans, Clergy) and
condo and co-op abatements. Please see the DOF website at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/
finance/benefits/landlords.page for more information.

 

Friday, March 15  
Deadline for Pre-K Applications  
The pre-K application for children born in 2015 is open now, and the deadline to apply is March
15, 2019. Children born in 2015 will begin pre-K in September 2019. All children of this age who
are also current New York City residents are welcome to apply. To find a program or apply visit
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/pre-k.

 

 

Saturday, March 16          6-8pm  
Artists' Reception for new exhibit - 'Nature' at
Gallery35 
FREE and open to the public. All my life through, the new sights of
Nature made me rejoice like a child—Marie Curie. Gallery35 artists have
looked upon the natural world and created artworks as varied as nature
itself! Closing Reception – Saturday, April 27 6-8pm  

at Gallery35  
30 East 36th Street (between Park & Madison Avenue)
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Sunday, March 17  
Deadline for applications for Urban Tech Entrepreneurs to
Demo Your Tech on April 3  
Calling all urban tech entrepreneurs: The Grand Central Partnership, one of the country’s oldest
and largest Business Improvement Districts, is looking for innovative technologies, products, or
services to help make our streetscape smarter and drive business to our neighborhood's nearly
850 street-level retailers. Apply to demo your urban tech to them on April 3. Applications are due
by Sunday, March 17. Complete and submit the form https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSfmufwdxUArDwiWQdcB-ayKUcPecDUwBwioSDJ7Nj_boWOv3A/viewform. They will
review all submissions and invite companies to pitch/demo ideas to their leadership on
Wednesday, April 3 from 1-3pm at Urban Tech Hub @Company (https://www.hubatgct.com/).
Companies that participate may be selected to pilot their technology with them.

For more information, visit http://grandcentralpartnership.nyc. Questions? Contact Ryan at
rpukos@gcpbid.org.

 

Changes in the neighborhood

Citibike Stand on 35th Street Removed  
The Citibike stand on 35th Street between 3rd & Lexington Avenue has been removed.

 

Stairwell Temporarily Closed at 33rd Street 6 Train Station  
Because of stairwell rehabilitation, the subway entrance on the southwest corner of Park Avenue
and East 33rd Street will be closed until mid-March. This is one of the entrances allowing
customers to get on downtown-bound trains for the 33rd Street station on the 6 train. For more
information about this closure, visit the CB6 work notices page: http://cbsix.org/work-notices/

 

Real Estate Technology Has A New Home In New York City  
Mar 4, 2019, forbes.com, by Aly J. Yale  
Real estate technology has seen unprecedented innovation—not to mention investment—over
the last few years. And now, thanks to a new facility from venture capital fund MetaProp, the
industry stands to gain even more ground, especially in the New York market. The VC has just
announced the launch of its “PropTech Place”—a hub for all things property tech-related. Located
at 214 W. 39th Street in Manhattan, the spot boasts co-working spaces, curated “PropTech”
exhibits and a full calendar of educational events and programming. MetaProp itself has even
relocated to the property and expects to invest an additional $3 million into its development over
the next five years...The facility is already home to a number of tech investors, academics and
start-ups...Aaron Block, a cofounder at MetaProp, said his company is already working to add an
additional 10,000 square feet to the PropTech Place facility. The center is currently home to three
educational exhibits: “History of PropTech,” “Tomorrow’s PropTech” and “Today’s PropTech,”
which features live piloting of up to 12 current real estate technologies. 
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New Grand Central Statue To Honor Elizabeth Jennings
Graham   
March 6, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
MIDTOWN MANHATTAN, NY — A monument for civil rights icon Elizabeth Jennings Graham will
be dedicated in Grand Central Terminal as part of a city initiative to honor the influential women of
New York City...The...monument will be one of four constructed in the city throught the "She Built
NYC" initiative launched in 2018...Graham challenged racial segregation in New York City in the
mid 19th century, decades before the United States' civil rights movement. In 1854, the 27-year-
old African-American schoolteacher boarded a segregated streetcar and refused to leave until
forcibly removed by police...Graham later sued the streetcar company and the driver, winning
$225 in damages (which was worth a lot more 150 years ago). Streetcars in New York City were
desegregated years after Graham's protest and lawsuit...Graham is also credited with founding
the city's first kindergarten for black students...Artists for the monuments will be selected in 2020
and construction is expected to take place in 2021 and 2022, city officials said.  
[Editor's note: There are further ties to Murray Hill with this story. The lawsuit was brought against
the Third Avenue Railway Company, and her lawyer was the young Chester A. Arthur, who later
became President of the United States. Arthur lived in a townhouse at 123 Lexington Avenue
(between 28th & 29th Street.]

2020 Census Jobs  
Earn extra income while helping your community. The U.S. Census Bureau is recruiting
thousands of people across the country to assist with the 2020 Census count. 

 

Murray Hill in the news

Security guard
working at Target
slated to open in
Midtown next
month shot with
his own gun after
assailant wrestles
it away from him  
March 10, 2019,
nydailynews.com, by Catherina
Cioino and Esha Ray  
A security guard working at a
Target slated to open in
Midtown next month was shot

and wounded with his own gun after an assailant wrestled it away from him during a confrontation
early Sunday, cops said. The 48-year-old guard was sitting outside the nearly completed store on
Second Avenue and E. 29th St. when the man confronted him around 5:40 a.m., officials
said...The guard was taken to Bellevue Hospital in stable condition...Sunday’s shooting marks the
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first shooting in the 13th Precinct in 2019. There was only one shooting in the precinct in 2018,
about a block away. 

 

Penthouse In Tower Where
'Spider-Man' Was Filmed
Hits Market  
March 5, 2019 , patch.com, by Sydney
Pereira, Patch Staff  
You can live at the top of Windsor Tower
where 'Scarface,' 'The Godfather' and
'Spider-Man' were filmed for $2.85
million. MURRAY HILL — A Murray Hill
penthouse in a tower where "Scarface," "The
Godfather" and "Spider-Man" were filmed hit
the market for $2.85 million. The Windsor
Tower penthouse, at 5 Tudor City between
East 41st and 42nd Sts., overlooks the East
River through a wall of windows with 18-foot

ceilings. 

Election

Public Advocate-Elect Jumaane Williams' Promises and
Positions  
February 27, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
Brooklyn City Council Member Jumaane Williams...won in convincing fashion the Tuesday special
election for public advocate of New York City...Williams top stated priorities for taking on the
citywide position are affordable housing, criminal justice reform, improved mass transit, and
increased transparency and accountability in local government...  

Schools

Still waiting in New York City: As lawsuit drags on, high
school admissions offers are delayed  
March 4, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Christina Veiga  
[March 4] was supposed to be the day that high school admissions offers would land in the
inboxes of anxious students. But they’re still waiting to learn where they’ve been accepted for the
next school year, dragging out what is already often a stressful process for many families.
Causing the delay: a lawsuit challenging city efforts to integrate its most coveted high schools on
the grounds that proposed admissions changes violate the rights of Asian students. The
education department won’t say when offers will go out — only that it won’t be this week, as
originally planned. The letters will be sent sometime in March, spokesman Doug Cohen said.
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As mayoral control debate heats up, de Blasio takes
concerns about parent input ‘very seriously’  
March 7, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Reema Amin  
In City Hall’s first rally to drum up support for the extension of mayoral control of city schools,
Mayor Bill de Blasio acknowledged concerns from state lawmakers that parents need more of a
voice in how schools are governed...Right now, the mayor appoints eight of the 13 members [to
the Panel for Educational Policy, the governing board for the education department], and the
panel has been seen largely a rubber stamp for the mayor...De Blasio is resistant to stripping his
appointment power to the panel because “if there’s not a mayoral majority on the (Panel), you
don’t have mayoral control.”...Mayoral control of schools, established in 2002 under Mayor
Michael Bloomberg, is not permanently enshrined in state law, and the expiration date for this
latest period of control is June 30.

 

FREE Online Courses for small businesses

Growing an Established Company  
Source: U.S. Small Business Administration  
You have started your business and now you think you are ready to grow. How do you really
know if you and your company are ready for the next step? This course will help you determine if
a growth opportunity is right for you. Duration: 00:30:00

Encore Entrepreneurship for Women  
Source: U.S. Small Business Administration  
FREE online course for women age 50+ who are interested in pursuing a second career and
launching their own business.  
 

Traffic and transportation

MetroCard Bonus Will Disappear Next Month As MTA Hikes
Fares  
February 27, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
[U]nder a fare hike plan the MTA Board approved...[t]he plan keeps the base subway and bus
fare at $2.75 but will eliminate the 5 percent bonus for buying at least two rides starting around
April 21. The prices of unlimited MetroCards will rise next month from $32 to $33 for seven days
and from $121 to $127 for 30 days. Most Long Island Rail Road and Metro-North Railroad riders
will also see varying price increases depending on the type of ticket they buy...The increases
were necessary to stave off financial trouble and service cuts for the MTA, officials argued...The
approval came a day after Gov. Andrew Cuomo — who controls the MTA — and Mayor Bill de
Blasio unveiled a joint plan to boost the agency's revenue by more than $1.4 billion a year
through congestion pricing and taxes on marijuana and internet sales.  
The MTA also unveiled a slate of operational reforms on Wednesday — largely in line with
Cuomo and de Blasio's plan — that aims to cut costs and streamline the agency's massive
bureaucracy...Another effort will target fare evasion.

https://chalkbeat.org/posts/ny/2019/03/07/as-mayoral-control-debate-heats-up-de-blasio-takes-concerns-about-parent-input-very-seriously/
http://chalkbeat.org/
https://www.sba.gov/course/growing-established-company/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.sba.gov/course/encore-entrepreneurship-women/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/gmvj6/metrocard-bonus-will-disappear-next-month-as-mta-hikes-fares
http://patch.com/


MTA to cancel pilot that gives cheap cab rides to Access-A-
Ride users  
March 8, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Clayton Guse

Beginning Of The End Almost Here For NYC's MetroCard  
February 28, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The transit agency has dubbed its new system "OMNY," an acronym for "One Metro New
York."...The new system will let straphangers pay for a ride by tapping a cellphone or a
contactless card...The OMNY system will go through final testing starting in March before it's
unleashed for straphangers starting in May, the MTA says. That's when riders will be able to pay
with a tap on the 4, 5 and 6 lines between Grand Central Terminal and Atlantic Avenue-Barclays
Center...

A Closer Look at Cuomo's Congestion Pricing Math  
March 8, 2019, ny1.com, by Zack Fink

Municipal Control of Our Mass Transit System  
March 5, 2019, by NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson  
Today, during my first State of the City address, I outlined my plan for achieving municipal control
of New York City’s mass transit system and revolutionizing the way we plan our street space. Full
speech: https://nyc.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=844a25c711b6888f1ae456ee4&id=
010f7bf23b&e=e44dff74b9...My 104-page report, titled Let’s Go: A Case for Municipal Control and
a Comprehensive Transportation Vision for the Five Boroughs https://nyc.us5.list-manage.
com/track/click?u=844a25c711b6888f1ae456ee4&id=8f82094c2c&e=e44dff74b9...

Related article: Johnson Calls for Municipal Control of Subways
and Buses, Pledges Congestion Pricing and 'Master Plan for
City Streets'  
March 6, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
New York City Council Speaker Corey Johnson unveiled an ambitious proposal for municipal
control of the city’s mass transit system on Tuesday at his first State of the City speech...including
a forceful push for replacing the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the state entity that
controls the city’s subways and buses, with a new entity called Big Apple Transit (BAT), under the
control of the mayor...the complex proposal would need approval from state lawmakers and likely
faces a challenging path to passage...he intends to introduce legislation to require the city
produce a “master plan for city streets” in order to improve surface transportation and street
safety infrastructure, make the city more hospitable to bikers and pedestrians, and reduce the
number of cars on city streets. He also made a number of suggestions to speed buses
up...Johnson’s speech was accompanied by the release of a 101-page report titled “Let’s Go” that
dives deep into the issues plaguing the city’s mass transit system...Johnson said his proposed
new transit agency would be funded through several dedicated streams including local congestion
tolls if the state Legislature and governor fail to pass a comprehensive congestion pricing
program this year...He also called on the state to give the city the authority to raise taxes on
corporations that are fully deductible at the federal level... The BAT...would be leaner [than the
MTA], more efficient, and with clear lines of accountability with the mayor on top...Johnson does
plan to ...mandate improvements to streets and sidewalks through the proposed “master plan,” to
be required every five years. Among its top-line mandates would be the creation of 50 miles of
protected bike lanes every year with a "fully connected bike network covering the city by 2030";
installing transit signal priority at all of the city’s 325 bus routes by 2030...making all intersections
with pedestrian signals accessible by 2030; and expanding accessibility for disabled New Yorkers
to all 472 subway stations, of which only 118 are currently accessible...He said the Council will
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develop a zoning proposal to facilitate those subway accessibility improvements at 300 stations
located adjacent to underdeveloped land and offer a “density bonus” to developers for other
station improvements...Both de Blasio and Cuomo's offices were quick to throw cold water on
Johnson's announcement.  
 

E-xciting (But Also E-xpensive) News: Citi Bike Electric
Fleet Will Grow to 4,000 — With $2 Fee  
Feb 28, 2019, nyc.streetsblog.org, by Gersh Kuntzman  
Citi Bike’s electric fleet will grow from just 200 to 4,000 pedal-assist bikes by the end of
spring...Riders will pay $2 per ride for the electronic boost, meaning that a single-trip e-ride will
rise to $5, starting today. Annual members, who pay $169, will also be charged the $2 e-bike fee,
starting on April 27. NYCHA residents and SNAP recipients, who pay $60 per year, will pay 50
cents per e-ride...The fees do not apply if, for some reason, the only bike in a dock is an electric
one...(The $2 will also be waived for riders who park at certain stations near the L train during that
line’s reduced service hours.)

Lyft’s New York problem  
March 5, 2019, cityandstateny.com, firstreadtech e-newsletter  
Lyft, the app-based ride-hail company, filed its initial public offering last week, beating rival Uber
to the IPO punch. Some are predicting that the filing will be the first of many anticipated unicorn
IPOs this year, with other possible companies including Uber, Pinterest, and Airbnb. But in New
York, Lyft has had something of a rocky few years, even with successes as large as acquiring
Motivate, the bike-share company that operates Citi Bike. In the past, Lyft has garnered a more
favorable, ethical image than Uber, which found itself mired in a series of controversies and
scandals. But recently, Lyft has had a more difficult time distinguishing itself from Uber, especially
in its reactions to new ride-hail regulations in New York.   
Lyft is currently suing New York City over new driver minimum pay rules that were instituted
earlier this year. (Lyft has since agreed to pay its drivers according to the new wage formula while
the lawsuit is pending.)  
Another regulation, introduced last year, sets a cap on new registrations for app-based for-hire
vehicles like Uber and Lyft in the city. While both Uber and Lyft oppose the cap, it seems the two
are taking turns litigating, as Uber filed suit against the city over the cap last month...

Related article: Lyft’s Creators Used to Hand Out Flyers in
Animal Costumes. Soon They’ll Ring the Nasdaq  
March 4, 2019, bloomberg.com, by Brad Stone  

Related article: Lyft Will Pay Minimum Wage for Drivers in NYC  
February 8, 2019, nextcity.org, by Rachel Kaufman  

Related article: Uber gives up fight over unemployment
insurance decision  
March 4, 2019, crainsnewyork.com, by Matthew Flamm 

(opinion) Can a Ridehailing App Be Ethical?  
March 7 2019, motherboard.vice.com, by Ankita Rao  
The goal of Via from the beginning was to strengthen public transit, not replace it...From a
conscious consumer standpoint, Via comes out on top: drivers make more money, the model
focuses on shared rides, which results in less carbon emissions than Uber or Lyft, and it’s publicly
pro-public transport. But what becomes impossible to ignore is that Via still operates within the
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constraints of the gig economy. Even with its measured, seemingly pro-human approach, Via falls
short when it comes to fair labor practices: some drivers drive up to 70 hours a week and don’t
receive employer health benefits...[Shauna Brail, a University of Toronto urban studies professor
who studies ridehailing companies] said private ridehailing companies like Via, if operated
correctly, could be part of the solution. But she also pointed out that any sustainable change in
our transportation system “requires public policy interventions”—not just products.

 

Affordability

Council Members Carlina Rivera and Keith Powers
Introduce Legislative Package to Curb Upfront Rental Costs  
March 5, 2019. Source: Councilwoman Carlina Rivera's March 2019 Newsletter  
Council Members Carlina Rivera and Keith Powers are launching a legislative package to reform
New York City rents by capping fees including security deposits, allowing people the option to pay
deposits through monthly installments, and establishing a uniform deadline to return security
deposits. Currently, a New Yorker could potentially pay upwards of $15,000 just to sign a lease for
the median apartment in Manhattan. Ultimately, fee rules for market rate apartments would be
brought in line with rent regulated apartments and New Yorkers would have more time to pay for
these costs. Although a hearing date has not yet been scheduled, the bills have support from over
half the members of the City Council.

Council Member Carlina Rivera Joins Rally in Support of
Legislation to Curb Homelessness  
Source: Council Member Carlina Rivera's March 2019 Newsletter  
Carlina joined Council colleagues and advocates last month in calling on the State Legislature to
pass Home Stability Support (HSS), legislation that would create a state-wide housing
supplement program for New Yorkers who are eligible for public assistance benefits and facing
eviction or homelessness. Many experts believe the end of the state's Advantage assistance
program in 2011 led to an increase in homelessness in our city. HSS would act as a new relief
program, where rent supplements would help bridge current "shelter allowances" and the 85% of
fair market rent as determined by HUD. Local districts will have the option to further raise the
supplement up to 100% of the fair market rent at their own expense. If passed, HSS will
significantly reduce taxpayer expenses in the long run, shifting the focus from shelters to eviction
prevention and re-housing. 

 

Safety

NYPD to Deploy Additional Officers to Reduce Rise in
Murders and Rapes  
March 4, 2019, wsj.com, by Katie Honan and James Fanelli  
Despite an overall drop in major crimes, police department looks to address a recent spike in
certain neighborhoods. 

 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/nypd-to-deploy-additional-officers-to-reduce-rise-in-murders-and-rapes-11551733605?mc_cid=208a1f4665&mc_eid=673ce71436
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Government, legislation, rules, budget, policies (including pending)

2019 State of the Borough Remarks  
By Gale A. Brewer, Manhattan Borough President  
Sunday, February 24, 2019

Message from Liz...The New York State Budget  
Source: Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin - March 2019  
Hearing from the public is a huge part of the Legislature’s job in evaluating the Governor’s
proposed budget and then negotiating a final product. I have participated in this process for years
but now am in a very different role as Chair of the Senate Finance Committee...The budget is the
most significant package of legislation we pass each year.  It not only allocates around $170
billion in funding for vital programs including education, healthcare, social services, and
environmental protection but also involves major policy decisions.

The budget process began in earnest in January with the release of Governor Cuomo’s executive
budget, followed by the hearing process described above. The next step is coming to an
agreement on revenue projections, as that sets the parameters for how much the state will have
to spend next year. 

This year the legislature and Governor were unable to reach a consensus on revenues, which
throws the decision to the State Comptroller, Tom DiNapoli. On Tuesday, Comptroller DiNapoli
issued his estimate, which came in at 190 million above the Governor’s original estimate for the
next two years...

I am hopeful that despite the serious fiscal challenges we face, we will be able to reach an
agreement on a responsible budget by April 1.

‘Revenge Porn’ Law Finally Passes in New York  
February 28, 2019, nytimes.com, by Vivian Wang  
ALBANY — New York lawmakers...passed a bill to outlaw “revenge porn”...In an era of social
media ubiquity and the permanence of the internet, revenge porn, the nonconsensual sharing of
sexually explicit photos or videos, has emerged as an increasingly potent weapon. The images
can follow victims for years...Under the new state proposal, which Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has
said he supports, offenders could be punished by up to one year in jail. The law would also allow
victims to sue the person who had shared the revenge porn...And it would be the first in the nation
to allow judges to order websites or social media platforms — in addition to the original poster —
to take down the photos or videos.

Council Members Carlina Rivera and Helen Rosenthal Plan
New Bill to Combat Noisy Sirens  
Source: Council Member Carlina Rivera's March 2019 Newsletter  
Carlina and Council Member Helen Rosenthal recently introduced a bill to tackle one of the
biggest concerns for District 2 residents – excessive noise. The new bill, Intro 1438, would require
“high-low,” or two-toned, signal devices on emergency services vehicles. These have been found
to be less piercing than traditional local sirens while still providing a unique sound that draws
attention. The bill would give police, fire, ambulance and other emergency vehicles two years to
transfer over to a two-tone siren system. The local law would also set the maximum siren level.

Legislature approves tweaks to make ballots easier to read  
March 5, 2019, timesunion.com, by David Lombardo
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New York State Risks Losing Federal Funds Because of
Poor Census Planning  
March 8, 2019, documentedny.com. by Felipe De La Hoz  
Ensuring an accurate count in the decennial U.S. Census is critical for every locality in the U.S.
It’s a crucial part of the process to receive hundreds of billions of dollars in federal funds for
education, infrastructure, health, and other public programs, as well as determining the level of
representation in Congress and the makeup of state legislatures...However, in New York, one of
the country’s largest states with one of the most notoriously hard-to-count populations, no funds
have been allocated, nor have official funding proposals been floated for outreach programs. After
spending only $2 million in the 2010 census, the state suffered the consequences of an
undercount, including the loss of two Congressional seats.

Speaker Says Assembly No Longer Supports Public
Campaign Financing, Downplays Other Reforms  
March 8, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid & Ben Max  
Though Democrats have for years blamed Republican intransigence for the failure of key
campaign finance and ethics reforms in Albany, those measures still appear stalled even as their
party controls the entire state Legislature and governor’s office. On Friday, Assembly Speaker
Carl Heastie said that the votes are not there in his chamber to approve a public-matching
campaign finance system, despite the fact that the Assembly has repeatedly passed such a
measure in the past when Republicans controlled the Senate...“[R]ight now what the concerns are
on IEs [independent expenditures] [are] problems with [New York City’s] campaign finance
system, also with a shortage of [state] money...

 

Stories we are following 

NYC says cable giant Charter Communications owes $6
million in fees  
March 7, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Ginger Adams Otis  
City Hall is dunning cable giant Charter Communications for $6 million in unpaid fees — and says
the company needs to pay up or its lucrative franchise agreement may not get renewed in 2020.
Charter is the parent company of Spectrum, which provides cable and internet services in some
of the five boroughs...The city said it will give Charter 10 days to either pay the $6 million or make
a strong and credible case for why it doesn’t owe that amount. Failure to do so will likely result in
litigation, according to City Hall.

(opinion) Amazon Was Never Going to Create 25,000 Jobs in
Queens  
March 06, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Peter Harrison  
Amazon never actually promised to bring 25,000 jobs...Go look for it. Supporters point out that
Amazon would get the full package of tax incentives, which are available to any company, only if it
created the 25,000 jobs. That...proves the point. It shows that Amazon didn't need or really want
the job incentives...What Amazon...wanted more than anything...was a shiny new East River
campus quickly, quietly, and cheaply. First, Amazon didn't want to engage with the community or
be a good neighbor. All of this would have taken a lot of time, but the real issue was that it would
have involved making promises to the community that Amazon had no intention of ever
making...Second, Amazon didn't want to pay the full cost of acquiring the choice land ...or go
through the city’s land use review process (ULURP)...That would have meant more engagement
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with the public (and the City Council) and more commitments. Third, Amazon knew it had to hire
union labor for constructing and servicing the campus, but didn’t want to pay for it. More
importantly, it didn’t want that to be a backdoor to unionizing its own larger workforce, especially
in distribution centers...To be sure, it was going to have a large workforce in Long Island City by
consolidating several thousand employees already in New York and transferring more from
Seattle.

Amazon Is Flooding D.C. With Money and Muscle: The
Influence Game  
March 7, 2019, bloomberg.com, by Naomi Nix  
After building out a powerful influence machine in Washington over the last few years, Amazon is
going on the attack...Federal records show that Amazon.com Inc. lobbied more government
entities than any other tech company in 2018 and sought to exert its influence over more issues
than any of its tech peers except Alphabet Inc.’s Google...[A] new generation of regulators and
lawmakers in Washington could [do real damage to Amazon]. Some openly ponder whether the
e-commerce giant is too big and too powerful. “Amazon figures quite prominently in modern
debates about U.S. antitrust law,” says William Kovacic, a professor at George Washington
University Law School.

A Privacy-Focused Vision for Social Networking  
March 6, 2019, facebook.com/notes/mark-zuckerberg, by Mark Zuckerberg, Founder of Facebook
I believe the future of communication will increasingly shift to private, encrypted services where
people can be confident what they say to each other stays secure and their messages and
content won't stick around forever...We plan to build this the way we've developed WhatsApp:
focus on the most fundamental and private use case -- messaging -- make it as secure as
possible, and then build more ways for people to interact on top of that, including calls, video
chats, groups, stories, businesses, payments, commerce, and ultimately a platform for many
other kinds of private services...

Related article: Facebook’s pivot is bigger than privacy  
March 7, 2019, axios.com, Sara Fischer, Scott Rosenberg  
Facebook's decision to shift gears to focus on encrypted private messaging will either cement the
social network's global dominance or end it. Either way, it will change the way more than one-third
of the world's population engages with the internet...Facebook is reportedly working on making a
cryptocurrency that will let users transfer money in WhatsApp, using what's being dubbed
"Facebook coin."... Encryption makes it even harder for researchers to track and study
misinformation, and for platforms to limit it...Facebook sees business as a prime market for the
unified messaging service that it's building...The more information users exchange behind
encrypted doors, the less data Facebook has to target ads...Facebook's $40 billion advertising
business today centers around targeted ads next to News Feed posts. That business isn't going
anywhere any time soon, and it's hard to imagine Facebook has any long-term interest in ditching
the open social network that has been its cash cow for so long.

Related article: Facebook and Telegram Are Hoping to Succeed
Where Bitcoin Failed  
February 28, 2019, nytimes.com, by Nathaniel Popper and Mike Isaac  
Some of the world’s biggest internet messaging companies are hoping to succeed where
cryptocurrency start-ups have failed by introducing mainstream consumers to the alternative
world of digital coins. The internet outfits, including Facebook, Telegram and Signal, are planning
to roll out new cryptocurrencies over the next year that are meant to allow users to send money to
contacts on their messaging systems, like a Venmo or PayPal that can move across international
borders. 
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The Rise of the WeWorking Class  
February 21, 2019, nytimes.com, by Gideon Lewis-Kraus  
The co-working giant’s real product isn’t office space — it’s a new kind of “corporate culture.“
WeWork...[purports] to offer the best of both worlds. On the one hand, it speaks the language of
autonomy: You can choose to sit at a table or a booth or a couch, you can come and go as you
please, and if you rent an actual office, you can decorate it like a tiki bar...On the other, however,
it speaks the language of belonging, awarding freelancers like me the chance to go to office
holiday parties, to feel as if our lives have been enlivened by the scuttlebutt around the ambiently
professional boathouse...From an investor’s perspective, WeWork’s pivot to culture has been a
business necessity. The company takes out large commercial leases...and subdivides the floor
plans into “storefront” units with the size and flexibility designed to suit start-ups. As plenty of
discriminating observers have pointed out, this business model is vulnerable to ...risks: On the
“supply” side of commercial leases, the company has little control over costs, while on the
“demand” side, its (highly elastic) product risks feeling like an easily duplicated commodity...

Related article: WeWork Is Retraining a Generation of Architects
to Think in Terms of Data  
February 25, 2019, metropolismag.com, by Anne Quito  
Data influences WeWork’s real estate deals, construction sequence, and design choices. There’s
a sense that acquiring data literacy makes architecture relevant in a tech-dominated era...Its data-
collection methods, employing app-based surveys and room sensors among other tools, are
designed to measure the perceived “vibe” of a particular space. In doing so, WeWork is nurturing
a cadre of analytics-minded architects who are as interested in databases as they are in
drawings.

(Opinion) End non-medical exemptions to school
vaccination requirements  
February 24, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Jeffrey Dinowitz  
Measles was declared eliminated in the United States 19 years ago, but it is now making an ugly
comeback and threatening the health of children in schools in New York...Measles outbreaks
nationwide have reignited the debate on vaccination requirements, and New York should seize
this opportunity to become the fourth state to ban non-medical exemptions from school
vaccination requirements...One of the most important reasons to end non-medical exemptions is
to protect children who are medically unable to become vaccinated, such as those who are too
young or who are immuno-compromised.

U.S. Credit Card Debt Closed 2018 at a Record $870 Billion  
March 5 2019, bloombergquint.com, by Alexandre Tanzi  
U.S. credit card debt hit $870 billion -- the largest amount ever -- as of December 2018, according
to the data from the Federal Reserve...One possible trouble spot is that, by age group, older
Americans are seeing their credit card debt transition into the delinquency category at an
increasing pace. In particular, those in their 50s have seen the most rapid change and could be
considered the most vulnerable should a change occur in their employment...

Consumer alerts and scams

Keep tech support strangers out of your computer  
March 7, 2019, Federal Trade Commission, by Lisa Lake, Consumer Education Specialist, FTC  
If you need tech help with your computer, where do you go? Most of us probably search online.
But your online search can lead you straight to scammers who scare you into thinking your
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computer is in dire need of repair...and then sell you costly security software that you don't
need...You’d fill out an online form and give your contact information. Then...telemarketers would
call and ask to get online access to your computer – supposedly to check for problems. Once
they were in, the caller would show you fake “evidence” of viruses or other threats that, they said,
had to be removed right away. Recommendations: If you’re looking for tech support, go to a
company you know and trust, or get help from a knowledgeable friend or family member. If you
search online for help, search on the company name plus “scam,” “review,” or “complaint.” If you
get a phone call you didn’t expect from someone who says there’s a problem with your computer,
hang up. Never call a number in a pop-up that warns you of computer problems. Real security
warnings will never ask you to call a phone number. If you think there’s a problem with your
computer, update its security software and run a scan. If you spot a tech support scam, tell the
FTC: www.ftc.gov/complaint. And learn more at ftc.gov/techsupportscams. 

Phishing: Don't Take the Bait  
Source: Federal Trade Commission  
Phishing is when you get emails, texts, or calls that seem to be from companies or people you
know. But they’re actually from scammers. They want you to click on a link or give personal
information (like a password) so that they can steal your money or identity, and maybe get access
to your computer.  
Check it out: Look up the website or phone number for the company or person who’s contacting
you, call that company or person directly, use a number you know to be correct, not the number in
the email or text, tell them about the message you got. Scam tip-offs: You don’t have an account
with the company, the message is missing your name or uses bad grammar and spelling, the
person asks for personal information, including passwords, but note: some phishing schemes are
sophisticated and look very real, so check it out and protect yourself.
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