
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing the
information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look
for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

New
Row House (coming soon to Murray Hill), 233 East 34th Street (between 3rd & 2nd Avenue), 949-800-8381 email:
e34@therowhouse.com, Limited time special offer: 30% discount off regular unlimited rate! First 100 members only.
As a founding member, you will get a special pre-opening membership rate. Plus, your low rate is locked in for as
long as you're a member. Limited time. Fill out online form to get started! https://www.therowhouse.com/get-offer

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information about the MHNA
committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association!

Read our Privacy Statement 

Murray Hill Photo Album

Information that may be of interest...February 25, 2019
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A Murray Hill falcon spotted on the 19th Floor balcony at Kips Bay Court on 28th & 2nd Avenue. February 12, 2019
7:48am. Photo by Christoph Hauser.  

Bryant Park skating rink. New this year are the bumper cars on ice (not for little kids).

Joining MHNA members at the Valentine Party on February 10 were Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer



(left) and Council Member Carlina Rivera (right), with MHNA President Diane Bartow in the center.

Kudos!
Congratulations to Villa Berulia Celebrating their 38th Anniversary in
Murray Hill!   
Villa Berulia has been located in the heart of Murray Hill since 1981. Beginning Monday, March 4th for the entire
month they will feature original menu items from the ‘80s and offer throwback pricing. Johnny, Maria and the entire
Ivanac family asked us to convey their thanks to all of their devoted customers for helping to make their success
possible. Visit them in person at 107 East 34th Street (between Park & Lexington Avenue), telephone 212-689-
1970. Don't forget to ask for the MHNA discount!

And the MHNA wants to thank Villa Berulia founders Johnny and Maria, and their daughter Alex for making the
neighborhood a better place!

If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please email nancysheran@gmail.com.

Upcoming events

Tuesday, February 26   6am to 9pm
Special Election for Public Advocate (non-partisan) on February 26   
The New York City Campaign Finance Board's Online Voter Guide is now available, with biographies of all of
the candidates. Each candidate has a unique "party" in this non-partisan election. New York City Board of Elections
website: vote.nyc.ny.us, where you can look up your polling place and view a sample ballot.

Candidates (with links to their bios)

Manny Alicandro   
Michael A Blake  
David C Eisenbach  
Rafael L Espinal, Jr  
Anthony Tony Herbert  
Ron Kim  
Nomiki Konst  
Melissa Mark-Viverito  
Danny O'Donnell  
Jared Rich  
Ydanis A Rodriguez  
Helal A Sheikh *(bio not provided) 
Dawn L Smalls  
Eric A Ulrich  
Latrice Walker  
Jumaane D Williams  
Benjamin L Yee

Assembly Member Latrice Walker announced she is no longer seeking the position.

Related article: In First Debate, Public Advocate Candidates Take on De
Blasio, Amazon & Each Other
February 7, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Max & Samar Khurshid
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Related article: In Second Debate, Public Advocate Candidates Argue Over
Amazon, Insult De Blasio & Make Closing Cases  
February 21, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Max & Samar Khurshid

Related article: WATCH: 15 Minutes with Each of 14 Public Advocate
Candidates  
February 22, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Max

 

Tuesday, February 26      7pm  
Dorian Wind Quintet  
This concert is free (suggested donation $10) IF YOU MENTION THE CODE: GRIEG at the door. Otherwise, it's
$25 at the door, $10 for seniors and students. All-Norwegian program: Johan Halvorsen (1884-1935) (arr. K.
Kramer) – Bojarernes Indtogsmarch (Entry March of the Boyars), Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) – from “Lyriske
Stykker” (Lyric Pieces): Sommerfugl (Butterfly) op. 43 #1, Hjemve (Homesickness) op. 57 #6, Gade (Vista) op. 57
#2, Johan Kvandal (1919-1999) – Quintet for Winds *New York City Premiere: I Preludium, II Presto, III Adagio ma
non troppo, IV Allegro assai, Karl Kramer (1970-) – Notker Øistein Sommerfeldt (1919-1994) – Tre Dialoger for
Klarinett og Fagott (Three Dialogues for Clarinet and Bassoon), Wolfgang Plagge (1960-) – “Dorian” sextet **World
Premiere, featuring pianist Ieva Jokubaviciute. The Dorian Wind Quintet is one of chamber music’s pre-eminent and
longest continuously active ensembles. Since its inception at Tanglewood in 1961, the Quintet has traveled around
the world, and made history in 1981, as the first wind quintet to appear at Carnegie Hall. The Dorian is responsible
for nearly 40 commissions of 20th and 21st century wind music from major composers, and its commission of
George Perle’s Wind Quintet No. 4 won the Pulitzer Prize for Music in 1986, making history as the first Pulitzer ever
awarded for a wind quintet. The group has recorded on the Vox, CRI, Serenus, New World, and Summit Records
labels.  
at Scandinavia House  
Victor Borge Hall  
58 Park Avenue (at 38th Street)

 

Where would you cut the city budget? Take this survey by March 8.  
Source: Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's February 2019 Update  
Mayor de Blasio released his preliminary Fiscal Year 2020 budget last week, which revealed a nearly $1 billion
shortfall in tax revenue. So the city faces difficult choices about what to preserve and what to cut; but MBP Gale
Brewer wants to hear about your budget priorities. Not everyone could attend her budget hearing, so they are
distributing a questionnaire about budget priorities. Please take the time to click through and help them stand up for
Manhattan! Complete this survey by 5pm Friday, March 8. 

 

Car Free Earth Day Call for Proposals: March 8, 2019 (deadline)  
Please join DOT [NYC Department of Transit] Art and Event Programming in their efforts to activate Broadway with
unique, family-friendly programming (public art, performances and activities) as part of the fourth annual Car Free
Earth Day. All nonprofit organizations, artists and performers are invited to submit proposals in response to the Car
Free Earth Day Request for Proposals by Friday, March 8, 2019. Preference will be given to proposals promoting
activism and education surrounding climate change, sustainability and other relevant topics. Car Free Earth Day is
an annual car-free event, which will be held this year on Saturday, April 27th, the Saturday immediately following
Earth Day. The Event opens thirty blocks of Broadway from Times Square to Union Square for people to explore on
foot during event hours, 9am to 3pm. Programming is presented at six rest stops: Times Square (42nd Street and
Broadway), Garment (38th Street and Broadway), Herald Square (34th Street and Broadway), City Zone (26th
Street and Broadway), Flatiron (23rd Street and Broadway), and Union Square (17th Street and Broadway).
Environmental programming is offered by City agencies and nonprofit organizations along the route to promote
activism and education surrounding climate change, sustainability and other relevant topics.  
For more information visit https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/summerstreets/html/carfree/carfree.shtml
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Changes in the neighborhood 

RXR Realty to join team developing $3
billion Grand Central tower  
February 12, 2019, crainsnewyork.com, by Daniel Geiger  
RXR Realty, one of the city's largest commercial landlords, will
be part of the team that builds a nearly $3 billion office and
hotel tower next to Grand Central Terminal. The firm is close to
reaching a deal to join developer TF Cornerstone and
investment firm MSD Capital on the project, which will take
advantage of a 2017 rezoning of Midtown East to raise a
soaring 2 million-square-foot spire on the site of the Grand
Hyatt hotel at East 42nd Street and Lexington Avenue...In order
to take part in the development, [Scott Rechler, RXR Realty's
chairman and CEO] said he would step down from the board of
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority by the end of
February...Rechler said the new tower could provide several
transit upgrades, including a gleaming new entrance to the

terminal and subway station in addition to the transit upgrades and about $30 million of additional funds for public
realm improvements that will come as a result of a city toll on air rights transferred to the Grand Hyatt site, Rechler
said the tower could generate hundreds of millions of additional dollars for transit and infrastructure. Because the
site is a state-owned land parcel, the tower may be assessed payments in lieu of taxes, he said, making it possible
to dedicate that revenue stream to MTA needs or other improvement projects. Photo by Bloomberg News (detail).

JPMorgan revises proposed Park Avenue tower  
February 14, 2019, crainsnewyork.com, by Joe Anuta  
JPMorgan Chase is redesigning the soaring 1,400-foot office tower it is planning on Park Avenue in response to
push-back over public open space, Crain's has learned. The firm plans to submit a revised plan for the structure at
a City Planning Commission hearing scheduled later this month. The new blueprints would increase the size of a
public open space from 7,000 square feet to 10,000 square feet, and would make the area open-air instead of
enclosed as in a previous design. In the wake of the East Midtown rezoning, the banking giant planned to tear down
the existing 52-story office building it owns at 270 Park Ave. and replace it with a new tower that would consolidate
its New York City employees currently scattered over several locations...The [Midtown East] rezoning requires a
10,000 square-foot public open space at the property. But because nearly two-thirds of the property sits on piles
above the cavernous Grand Central Terminal train shed—which is used to stage and store Metro-North Trains (and
is about to undergo a major overhaul)—architects for the project said they could only come up with around 7,000
square feet. Members of Manhattan Community Board 5 and elected officials pushed back on that notion. And in
response, the bank confirmed Thursday that it is redesigning the base of the tower to meet the minimum
requirement...The firm is still in the process of finalizing the design, which will eventually require approval from the
City Council...[L]ocal representative Keith Powers...will cast the deciding vote on the matter.

 

Murray Hill in the news

UPDATE: Delivery Truck Driver Arrested After Fatally Striking Woman In
Murray Hill  
February 15, 2019, gothamist.com, by Jen Chung  
A 27-year-old woman was fatally struck by a delivery truck driver in Manhattan this morning. The NYPD says
officers responded to a 911 call that came in around 5:45 a.m. about a pedestrian who was struck at East 37th
Street and 3rd Avenue. First responders found the unnamed woman in the street with trauma to her body, and EMS
pronounced her dead at the scene.

MTA Bus Strikes and Injures Woman in Murray Hill  
February 11, 2019, ny1.com, by Spectrum News Staff Manhattan  
NEW YORK - A woman was seriously hurt after being struck by an MTA bus Monday morning.  
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Police say a 71-year-old woman [was] struck while crossing the street at the corner of 2nd Avenue and 36th Street
in Murray Hill a little after 9:30 a.m. The bus was turning into the Midtown tunnel at the time. The woman was pulled
from underneath the bus and taken to Bellevue Hospital.  

NYU Langone earned $153 million in Q1
February 14, 2019, crainsnewyork.com, by Jonathan Lamantia

Volunteer opportunity and a call for donations of adult clothing
The Harmonia adult homeless shelter located at 12 East 31st Street (between 5th & Madison Avenue), can always
use donations of adult clothing (new or gently worn) and volunteers to assist with groups, specifically knitting, yoga,
and other activities. Volunteers can contact Nicole Mylan at 646-973-1331. For donations, call 646-973-1331 and
press 1 for the front desk. There is someone there 24 hours per day, you just need to let the front desk know you
are coming.

2020 Census Jobs - Apply Now!
The Census Bureau is hiring temporary employees for the 2020 Census. The jobs offer weekly pay, competitive pay
rates, flexible hours, and paid training. By joining the 2020 Census team, you can support your community while
getting paid to do it.

Preservation & landmarks

A Message From the Director of
The Morgan Library & Museum
February 14, 2019, Colin B. Bailey, Director  
This morning I announced plans for the exterior
restoration of J. Pierpont Morgan’s Library designed by
McKim, Mead & White. I wanted you to be among the
first to know about this four-year, $12.5 million project,
the first comprehensive restoration of the landmark
Library’s exterior in its 112-year history. It will conserve
one of the finest examples of Neoclassical architecture
in the United States, enhance the grounds surrounding

the Library, improve the lighting of the building, and increase public access and appreciation of this historic
architectural treasure...74 percent of the required $12.5 million is funded. On-site work will commence in February
2019, directed by Sciame and executed by Nicholson & Galloway, longtime partners in the architectural expansion
and stewardship of the Morgan. Restoration of J. Pierpont Morgan’s Library will be completed by December 2019,
at which point work will commence on the surrounding grounds. The library will still be open to visitors during the
restoration process. The entire restoration and rehabilitation of the grounds will be unveiled to the public and
accessible in fall 2020.   
[Editor's note: The Morgan Library is located on 36th Street near Madison Avenue.]

WeWork finally owns its HQ property
February 11, 2019, therealdeal.com, by Erin Hudson and David Jeans  
The We Company has finally closed on its purchase of Lord & Taylor’s Fifth Avenue flagship. WeWork Property
Advisors, an investment vehicle managed by the We Company and private equity firm Rhône Group, announced it
would buy the building from Hudson’s Bay Company in October 2017 for $850 million. “The completion of this
transaction, which will see [the We Company] bring new life to the iconic Lord & Taylor building, reflects the
evolution of the We Company, the diversification of [their] real estate strategy and the company’s ongoing transition
from an occupier to an operator of space,”... The transaction was scheduled to close in August 2018 but WeWork
extended the deadline twice, to Jan. 31, by making payments of $50 million to the seller, HBC. The Canadian retail
giant also took a minority stake in the building worth $125 million...Last week, sources confirmed that Eastdil
Secured negotiated a $900 million loan for WeWork from JPMorgan Chase, Starwood Property Trust and a third
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unknown lender...the loan will fund the building’s renovation — a portion of which will be used as The We
Company’s headquarters. Work permits to begin repositioning of the century-old department store at 424 Fifth
Avenue were obtained weeks ago by Bjarke Ingels’ firm, the We Company’s chief architect.  
[Editor's note: The Lord & Taylor Building is a landmark building. The Landmarks Preservation Commission issues
the work permits.]

(new) New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) Permit
Application Finder Map  
This map displays permit applications and issued permits for work on Individual, Interior and Scenic Landmarks, as
well as Historic District buildings in all five boroughs. It includes detailed, up-to-date information on the status of
LPC permit applications filed and permits issued since January 1, 2016. Users can search by address or docket
number or click on designated buildings and sites to see if there are any applications for work that requires an LPC
permit (this includes any restoration, alteration, reconstruction, demolition, or new construction that affects the
exterior of an individual landmark or building in a historic district). For more information on how to use the map, click
on the gear icon in the map's upper right corner. To learn more about LPC permits, please visit our application
information page. Map information is subject to change. If you would like to confirm the status of a permit, contact
the LPC.  
[Editor's note: The link to this map has also been added to the MHNA Resources page.]

 

Traffic and transportation (and pedestrians)

Cyclist Counts 21 Vehicles Parked In East Side Bus Lane  
February 15, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira  
KIPS BAY, NY — A Kips Bay resident caught nearly two dozen trucks and other vehicles blocking bus lanes
between 14th and 34th Sts. along First and Second Aves. on Valentine's Day...The bus lanes are in effect 24/7 on
First Ave., a Department of Transportation spokesperson confirmed. The Second Ave. bus lanes are in effect 7 to
10 a.m. and 2 to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday...Nearly a year ago, the DOT added bus lane enforcement cameras
along First and Second Aves. M15 SBS corridors as well as additional signage of when bus lanes are expected to
be clear...the average speed of buses in CB 6's district [is] 4.6 miles per hour. The highest ridership in the district is
the M15, with nearly 45,000 daily riders on local and SBS service...

De Blasio once again rebukes congestion pricing  
February 12, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Amy Plitt@plitter  
Mayor Bill de Blasio has, once again, signaled that he does not support congestion pricing, which has recently
gained momentum as a way to fund New York City’s ailing subway system...During a budget hearing in Albany
yesterday, de Blasio told state lawmakers that “I have not yet seen a [congestion pricing] plan that I could support
but I remain open to new versions,” ...He did, however, express support for “hardship exemptions” in a congestion
pricing plan, which would provide carve-outs for people with medical expenses, for example...de Blasio prefers that
a funding “cocktail” be used for subway fixes—he’s still pushing a millionaires’ tax on the city’s highest earners, a
move that Cuomo steadfastly does not support.

Uber Sues Over NYC's Ride-Hailing Cap  
February 15, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The city put the landmark freeze in place before studying whether it was a good idea, the company argues.

Uber and the Ongoing Erasure of Public Life  
February 18, 2019, newyorker.com, by Nikil Saval  
When Uber débuted, in 2010, it was largely an illegal enterprise. It launched in cities without gaining their approval,
and for several years it ran a program, Greyball, that helped it locate and elude authorities...it now operates legally
in America and abroad. Over the last several years, it has devastated traditional taxi services, chiefly by operating
outside the bounds that regulate those services, such as licensing requirements that cap the number of cars a
company can own. Because it enjoys the subsidy of venture capital [Uber still benefits from vast infusions of Saudi
funding], Uber does not need to make a profit; in fact, it loses billions every year. These advantages have conferred
still other advantages: it has a large food-delivery service and is moving into electric-bicycle and electric-scooter
sharing...[I]t prepares for its I.P.O.[Initial Public Offering], which may establish the company’s market capitalization
at a hundred and twenty billion dollars...And on the distant horizon is the autonomous vehicle, signalling a future
without drivers—so far, the company’s biggest expenditure.
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Interactive Map Shows How Crowds Move Through NYC During
Workday  
February 18, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
Where do all those out-of-towners go when they flood Manhattan? An interactive website offers some answers.

 

Affordability

Will Albany pass any legislation to regulate Airbnb?  
February 12, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough  
A Manhattan federal judge kicked off the new year by delivering Airbnb and other home-sharing companies a win –
blocking a New York City Council law that would crack down on rental platforms on the grounds that requiring the
company to disclose detailed information to the city was likely in violation of the Fourth Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. But as pressure mounts to regulate tech giants both nationally and locally, at least two lawmakers are
planning to introduce legislation regulating Airbnb’s practices in New York...Some...argue that if hosts are using their
homes for commercial purposes, [the addresses of their listings and the identities of hosts] should not be off limits.

Related article: NYC Subpoenas Airbnb for Info on About 20,000 Apartment
Listings  
February 18, 2019, ny1.com, by Spectrum News Staff New York City   
City Hall has issued a subpoena demanding information from Airbnb about roughly 20,000 apartment listings in the
city, saying it wants to make sure, in part, they are not being used as de-facto hotels.

New York City Legislation Would Make it Cheaper to Rent an Apartment  
February 12, 2019, wsj.com, by Katie Honan  
Two New York City Council members will introduce a package of bills on Wednesday that aim to make renting
apartments more affordable. The bills, introduced by Councilman Keith Powers and Councilwoman Carlina Rivera,
would limit brokers' fees and security deposits on apartments. They also would set standards on repayment of
these fees for renters.  
 

Schools and learning

(opinion) New York City Public Schools Should Be Evaluated Based on
Diversity, Not Just Tests, Panel Says  
Feb. 12, 2019, nytimes.com, by Eliza Shapiro  
Over the next five years, the panel [School Diversity Advisory Group] recommended, elementary and middle
schools should reflect the racial makeup of their local school district, and high schools should look...like their local
borough...The panel’s report...could provide a model for how families and politicians assess schools...For the last
decade, the city’s schools were considered desirable if they had high student test scores, or other academic
markers. What the panel is suggesting constitutes an additional way of rating schools, along with traditional
academic measures...Because of the city’s student demographics, full integration is all but impossible without some
kind of transportation plan or the elimination of geographic districts to determine admission, measures the mayor
has not supported...But the group stopped short of pushing for any citywide mandates that would require parents to
choose more diverse schools or school rezonings that would force more racial and economic integration. 

 

Government, legislation, budget, rules, policies (including pending)

How A Useless $400 Million Tax Break For NYC Developers Chugged
Along For 20 Years  
February 12, 2019, gothamist.com, by Neil Demause  
In all the uproar over the $3 billion that New York city and state plan to give away to win Amazon's new Queens
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corporate center, one of the defenses put forward by Governor Andrew Cuomo and Mayor Bill de Blasio has been:
Everybody does it. Each year, the city and state combine to issue more than $5 billion in "tax expenditures" for
economic development projects...With billions of dollars at stake every year, you might expect that someone has
been checking to see whether the public actually benefits from all these corporate tax breaks. If so, you would be
wrong. While both the city and state finance departments are required to tabulate all the tax money that the
government has forgone each year, neither has attempted to evaluate what kind of bang—in job creation, new tax
revenues, or new development—the public is getting for all its bucks...Last November, the city took its first tentative
steps to remedy this gap in oversight. The city Independent Budget Office, at the behest of a city council law passed
the previous year, evaluated the effectiveness of two longstanding economic development tax expenditure
programs to see if they were meeting their goals. The findings were not good. As the IBO wrote in its final report last
November: "IBO and the City Council determined that the goals were to increase employment and reduce office
vacancy rates in Lower Manhattan. This evaluation did not show CRP [Commercial Revitalization Program] or CEP
[Commercial Expansion Program] to be effective in these regards." Council Speaker Corey Johnson promptly called
for phasing out the two programs, and all signs are that they will soon be gone. (Though their costs may live
on...)...The new program was initially set to expire in 2000. Yet five years later, with downtown vacancies having
fallen to historic lows, not only was the CRP renewed, it got a little brother: the Commercial Expansion Program,
which provided similar tax breaks for commercial renovations above 96th Street and in the outer boroughs. Initially
intended to last only three years, the CEP was instead extended multiple times, as was its older sibling...The good
news is that both CRP and CEP expire on their own in 2021, meaning no action needs to be taken by the state
legislature for them to disappear. (Of course, at current rates the city will have forgone another $50 million in tax
revenue by then.) A staffer for state senator Liz Krueger, who as chair of the senate finance committee would
oversee any renewal of the programs or lack thereof, confirms that she "would not be interested in extending these
unless the City Council and Mayor asked for it. So if the city wants them to sunset, she's happy to let that
happen."... Big-ticket items still to be investigated include not just ICAP [Industrial & Commercial Abatement
Program], but also the Relocation and Employment Assistance Program, which provides tax credits to any company
that moves at least one job to New York City...Parrott, meanwhile, says he's hopeful that the public-opinion tide may
be starting to turn against tax breaks that can't prove their worth, with city comptroller Scott Stringer having already
called for scaling back REAP and ICAP.

The bills that would stop another Amazon deal  
February 15, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Zach Williams  
Lawmakers want to make sure Cuomo never goes over their heads again.  
The Amazon deal is now dead, but the proposed laws it inspired remain. Ever since Amazon announced last
November a deal with city and state officials to build a satellite office in Queens, critics blasted the secretive
negotiations and the $3 billion in tax incentives that they produced. While there was nothing illegal about the deal,
some elected leaders felt that some parts of it should be. These include efforts to outlaw nondisclosure agreements
in certain state contracts, ban financial subsidies designed for specific companies and a crackdown on how people
can buy real estate based on their knowledge of undisclosed government deals. Taken together, they would make it
much harder to ever make a deal again quite like the one that would have brought the e-commerce giant to Long
Island City.

In Budget Testimony, De Blasio Critiques Cuomo Plans, Presents City
Albany Agenda  
February 12, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
Mayor Bill de Blasio...testified before the state Legislature on Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 2020 executive budget
proposal and how it would affect New York City...the mayor argued for more education funding, emphasized the
need for a comprehensive revenue plan for the MTA, enlisted legislators to help fend off proposed funding cuts and
costs shifts...He called on the Legislature to give the city design-build authority for infrastructure projects, pushed for
the expansion of a speed camera and red light camera program in the city, asked for repeal of Section 50-a of the
state civil rights law, which prevents disclosure of police officer disciplinary records, and advocated for a commercial
vacancy tax to fight a crisis of vacant storefronts in the city...De Blasio has rejected congestion pricing as a silver
bullet to solve the MTA’s woes and has said...the MTA would need a “multi-element” solution that includes several
different long-term streams of revenue...He also insisted he could only support a congestion pricing plan that had
“hardship exemptions”...The state Legislature will continue budget hearings over the next few weeks...Cuomo will
release 30-day amendments to his budget plan. Negotiations will heat up in March as the April 1 state budget
deadline looms.

Should NYC Switch To A Gentler, European-Style Siren?  
February 14, 2019, gothamist.com, by Claire Lampen  
City Council members Carlina Rivera (representing [Kips Bay], Gramercy, Flatiron, and the East Village) and Helen
Rosenthal (representing the Upper West Side) introduced a bill proposing that New York City squad cars, fire trucks,
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and ambulances switch over to a two-tone siren—the "'more melodic' European-style" Hi-lo siren, as Joseph Davis,
senior director of Mount Sinai's emergency medical services, put it to the Wall Street Journal. Rivera and
Rosenthal's bill provides for a two-year transition period, and would also cap the acceptable maximum siren sound
level.  
[Editor's note: This article has sample videos of many different siren sounds.]

In Second 311 Oversight Hearing, City Council Examines Agency
Responsiveness  
February 10, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Andrew Millman  
The City Council recently held its second in a two-part oversight hearing on the city’s 311 system, the country’s
largest non-emergency call center...While the first hearing focused on system upgrades to 311 that are in process
and language access, the second was organized around examining responsiveness by 311 to New Yorkers’
complaints and questions, often through how city agencies take up issues that come through the call center...data
errors prevent the public from following the progress of complaints, and ambiguous complaint resolution
descriptions create confusion over agency responses. [NYC Council Speaker Corey] Johnson said poor data quality
meant that the Council could not determine how or if many cases were resolved...Council Member Kalman Yeger
voiced his frustration with the city agencies present, saying that 311 was not at fault, but the agencies are failing,
calling it “a management problem at every agency.” He expressed particular frustration over the fix rate for rodent
problem complaints...

New York Millionaires Tell Albany: Tax Us, Please  
February 12, 2019, nytimes.com, by Vivian Wang  
ALBANY — A millionaire walks into the State Capitol and says, “Raise my taxes.” Please. This was no joke: The
millionaire was Morris Pearl, a former BlackRock executive who is the chairman of Patriotic Millionaires, a group
dedicated to pushing for higher taxes on businesses and the ultrarich...The wealthiest 1 percent of New Yorkers
control about 31 percent of the state’s income...They also account for half of the state’s income taxes.

(proposed legislation) Think before you click: A fee for every online
delivery  
February 10, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Ben Adler  
[O]ne supporter of congestion pricing, Assemblyman Robert Carroll, has proposed an unusual package of
additional revenue raisers. In a bill introduced a week ago, Carroll calls for a $3 fee on every package delivery in
New York City from an online retailer, a $10-per-day licensing fee for drivers with ride-hail apps such as Uber and
Lyft, and an end to Manhattanites’ partial exemption from New York City’s garage tax...But a surcharge on online
shopping isn't going to help mom-and-pop shops prepare for the future – and that future isn't going away,” said Eli
Dvorkin policy director at the Center for an Urban Future. “Rather than disincentivize e-commerce, the state
Legislature should invest in programs that help more small businesses adopt technology, launch websites, and
market their own products and services online.”  
One might also argue that, with New York City’s obscenely expensive commercial rents being a major culprit for
empty storefronts, a tax on online retail amounts to a subsidy to landlords who should instead be forced to simply
rent out their commercial spaces at lower rents through reforms such as a vacant property tax. Others who are
concerned with the demise of neighborhood retail point to the Small Business Jobs Survival Act, a New York City
Council proposal that would strengthen the hand of commercial tenants, as the way to protect the local cobbler or
baker...His bill raises some questions about equity and incentives, however, especially if ride-hail app drivers can
pass the license fee cost along to riders...“We’ve noticed that street space is scarce and the city is full of delivery
trucks in a way that it wasn’t before online retail,” Danny Pearlstein, a spokesman for the Riders Alliance, told City &
State..Transit policy experts tend to think that instead of choosing winners and losers among road users, fees for
road usage – including parking – should fall equally on private cars, not just delivery trucks or ride-hail drivers. But
the underlying insight – that choking traffic isn’t limited to Midtown and Downtown Manhattan – is one they can all
agree on. “Congestion isn’t just in Manhattan,” Carroll said. “We should think about the truck traffic going through all
our neighborhoods and the ride-hail vehicles clogging up all our streets. 
 

Nearby neighborhoods

Maloney Releases Report on Economic Impact of Fashion Industry  
February 22, 2019, Senate Fact Sheet  
New York, NY—New York City remains a global fashion power with more than one in three fashion designers in the
United States working in the metro area, according to a new report prepared by the Democratic staff of the Joint
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Economic Committee (JEC) at the request of the committee’s Vice Chair Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney (NY-
12).

Stories we are following
Map and rendering of the proposed Amazon LIC development. 

Update on plans for New York City headquarters
February 14, 2019, aboutamazon.com, Amazon Blog

Related article: Who's Responsible For Amazon Quitting Queens?
February 15, 2019, gothamist.com, by Christopher Robbins  
So who is to blame for Amazon’s departure? Who had power, and how did they wield it?

Related article: ‘So Poisoned and So Full of Misinformation’: City Economic
Development Chief on How the Amazon Deal Fell Apart

February 22, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Lisette Voytko

Even Without Amazon, Tech Could Keep Gaining Ground in New York
February. 15, 2019, nytimes.com, by Ben Casselman, Keith Collins and Karl Russell  
Amazon may be pulling the plug on its Queens campus, but New York City’s tech boom is likely to endure.  
Long before Amazon announced that New York had won a share of its second-headquarters sweepstakes, tech
was a rising force in the local economy. Google, which already has thousands of workers in New York, plans to
double its work force in the city and build a $1 billion campus just south of the West Village. Facebook, Apple, Uber
and other companies are also expanding their presences, as is a rising generation of homegrown companies. Even
Amazon itself said Thursday that it planned to keep adding to its New York work force.

Related article: Amazon’s NYC educational investments will continue,
despite cancellation of New York HQ2
February 14, 2019, techcrunch.com, by Sarah Perez  
Amazon said it would fund computer science classes in more than 130 New York City-area high schools, including
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both introductory and Advanced Placement (AP) classes. The classes would be offered across all five NYC
boroughs...These classes were to be funded by Amazon’s Future Engineer program, which works to bring computer
science courses to more than 100,000 underprivileged kids in 2,000 low-income high schools in the U.S...In
addition, Amazon said it was teaming up with area colleges and universities, including LaGuardia Community
College (LAGCC), the City University of New York (CUNY) and the State University of New York (SUNY) to create a
cloud computing certificate program for students across New York. This program was supported by Amazon’s AWS
Educate program...Though these students will now not have a direct exit to a New York-area HQ2, Amazon still has
more than 5,000 employees in Brooklyn, Manhattan and Staten Island, the company said today in its HQ2
announcement — and it plans to grow those teams in the years ahead.

Real estate brokers were banking on the 'Amazon Effect.' Their bubble
just burst
February 14, 2019, cnn.com, by Sara Ashley O'Brien  
Amazon's sudden decision to cancel its HQ2 plans for Long Island City has dealt a big blow to the area's real estate
agents, who were seeing an influx of eager buyers to the area. Local brokers experienced an incredible buying
craze after the e-commerce giant's November announcement that it would build a second headquarters in the
Queens borough of New York City. The so-called Amazon Effect had buyers, including reportedly some Amazon
employees, quickly snatching up apartments in the area.

WeWork buys tech firm to track and record movements in workplaces
February 8, 2019, therealdeal.com, by Decca Muldowney  
[WeWork] just bought Euclid, a platform that monitors people’s movement in physical space...The new data platform
offers “workplace insights,” according to WeWork’s chief product officer, Shiva Rajaraman. He told TechCrunch the
company plans to use Euclid alongside Teem’s conference room-booking capabilities to show customers what
rooms were booked, and how many people turned up to events. The move raises obvious questions about privacy,
and whether individuals can be identified using the software...Rajarman said the technology would be tested
internally at WeWork offices in Shanghai, Tel Aviv, New York and San Francisco before being rolled out to
consumers...Following the news that backer SoftBank would pare back a $16 billion investment to $2 billion, CEO
Adam Neumann in January rebranded the firm as the We Company, with WeWork being one of its three primary
business lines. [TechCrunch] – Decca Muldowney.

Cybersecurity Workers Scramble to Fix a Post-Shutdown Mess
February 10, 2019, wired.com, Lily Hay Newman  
TWO WEEKS OUT from the longest government shutdown in United States history...government employees are
still scrambling to mitigate impacts on federal cybersecurity defenses. And the stakes are high. Furloughed
cybersecurity employees returned to expired software licenses and web encryption certificates, colleagues burned
out from working on skeleton crews, and weeks-worth of unanalyzed network activity logs. The job was already
hard enough without having to play catch-up.... 
Even before the shutdown, the federal government was not known for a robust, consistent security posture. In a
May report, the White House's Office of Management and Budget found that 74 percent of federal agencies are in
urgent need of digital defense improvements...Digital threats, particularly those from nation state hackers, are not
just a theoretical concern for the federal government. China, Iran, North Korea, and Russia all have active
espionage and offensive hacking capabilities and many were ramping up their activity in the last year anyway,
before the federal shutdown potentially created an opportunity for unchecked probing and intrusion. Such a
prolonged stretch of reduced oversight would be virtually irresistible to foreign adversaries.

Verizon wants consumers to do its 5G bidding
February 12, 2019, axios.com, by Kim Hart  
Aiming to convince cities to move faster on 5G, Verizon is enlisting its consumers to do some work on its behalf.  
...The company launched a website on Monday where consumers and businesses can petition their local
governments to support the deployment of new networking gear, known as small cells, needed to deliver the next
generation of cellular technology...The purpose is two-fold: Getting customers to engage with public officials in favor
of 5G, and spotting groundswells of interest as an indicator of demand...A major hurdle for telecom companies
wanting to roll out 5G is getting each municipal government to approve all the permitting requests to install
hundreds of thousands of small-cell antennas all over town. The FCC has imposed a uniform process on cities to
speed up approvals. Still, there's some resistance from cities worried about aesthetics, cost and equitable
coverage.

Related article: Scoop: Trump team considers nationalizing 5G network
Jan 28, 2018, axios.com, by Jonathan Swan, David McCabe, Ina Fried, Kim Hart  
Trump national security officials are considering an unprecedented federal takeover of a portion of the nation’s

https://www.cnn.com/2019/02/14/tech/amazon-hq2-lic-real-estate/index.html
http://cnn.com/
https://therealdeal.com/2019/02/08/wework-buys-tech-firm-to-track-and-record-movements/
http://therealdeal.com/
https://www.wired.com/story/government-shutdown-cybersecurity-recovery/
http://wired.com/
https://www.axios.com/verizon-5g-consumer-support-2966f7ae-11a7-4390-92b4-94da863d452e.html
http://axios.com/
https://lets5g.com/
https://www.axios.com/trump-team-debates-nationalizing-5g-network-f1e92a49-60f2-4e3e-acd4-f3eb03d910ff.html
http://axios.com/


mobile network to guard against China, according to sensitive documents obtained by Axios...both produced by a
senior National Security Council official...The documents say America needs a centralized nationwide 5G network
within three years. There'll be a fierce debate inside the Trump administration — and an outcry from the industry —
over the next 6-8 months over how such a network is built and paid for...The proposal to nationalize a 5G network
also only covers one part of the airwaves; there’d be other spaces where private companies could build...

Public service announcement

Trash it. Don’t Flush it. 
NYC is asking you to prevent "fatburgs." Fatbergs form when grease, wipes and other stuff get flushed,
clogging pipes. Cleaning them up is expensive. The Four P’s: FLUSH ’em! Poop, pee, puke, and toilet paper
are the ONLY things to flush down the toilet. Wet Wipes: TRASH ’em, even if they’re “flushable.” Cooking Grease:
TRASH it. Let it cool, then put it in a sealed container and throw it away. Flier  
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