
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the
News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts 

 

 For Murray Hill street closures, see Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information
about the MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association! 

Read our Privacy Statement 

 

 

Information that may be of interest...February 11, 2019  
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Murray Hill Photo Album

New mailbox being installed on
the corner of Lexington Avenue
and 36th Street in January. New
mailboxes have been installed
around Murray Hill. Insert your
letters in the narrow slot above
the white arrow. These
mailboxes are designed to
prevent theft of the mailbox
contents.

 

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

Sunday, February 24      2 - 4pm (doors open at 1pm)  
Manhattan Borough President Gale A. Brewer's State of the
Borough 2019 address  
FREE. Topic: What is Urban Policy Now? Reception to follow. Register at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/state-of-the-borough-2019-tickets-54143805580  
at NYU Skirball Center for the Performing Arts  
566 LaGuardia Place

Deadline to enroll your child in Pre-K is Friday, March 15  
The pre-K application for children born in 2015 is open now, and the deadline to apply is March
15, 2019. https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/pre-k

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/state-of-the-borough-2019-tickets-54143805580
https://maps.google.com/?q=566+LaGuardia+Place&entry=gmail&source=g
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Summer internships

Summer Internship Program at the Office of the NYC
Comptroller  
The Office of the New York City Comptroller seeks highly motivated interns with an interest in
public service. Interns participate in hands-on departmental projects as well as an enrichment
program that includes networking opportunities, professional development programming, and
community service activities. Program term is 9 weeks, from June 10 to August 8, 2019.
Applicants must be enrolled in an accredited undergraduate or graduate degree program for the
Fall 2019 semester. Successful candidates will have excellent communication and research skills
and relevant education and experience. Undergraduate interns will receive an hourly salary in the
range $13 - $15.50, based on college year level. Graduate and Law students will receive an
hourly salary in the range $16 - $23, also based on year of study. Interns work 28 hours a week
on a Monday – Thursday schedule. Application period is now open until March 8, 2019. To Apply,
visit https://comptroller.nyc.gov/jobs/summer-internship-program

2019 Summer Internship at Chalkbeat, the nonprofit news
organization telling the story of education in America  
Job Description: Chalkbeat is seeking motivated undergraduate or graduate students to serve as
summer reporting interns. Their reporting teams cover schools in New York City and they have a
national bureau covering education issues affecting schools across the country. The 10-week
paid internship from June to August 2019 will offer student journalists the opportunity to work
alongside some of the nation’s top education journalists. Interns will work 40-hour weeks and will
have the opportunity to undertake daily education news assignments, work on enterprise stories,
and participate in the life of our reporting teams in every way. Learn more about what it’s like to
be an intern at Chalkbeat and how to apply. They recommend that you apply as early as
possible. 

 

Kudos!
Congratulations to WindowsWear for a successful Awards
Event!  
WindowsWear is the world’s largest and most comprehensive visual database of retail and e-
commerce where leading vendors, visual creatives, and brands showcase their creative projects.
Each year WindowsWear presents awards to the outstanding projects. The awards nominees are
based on the content uploaded to the WindowsWear website over the past year (over 30,000
images determined the final 108 nominees). Thousands of voters from over 77 different
countries voted for their favorites from 18 different categories on an online ballot. And 500 guests
attended the WindowsWear Awards at Marquee in New York City! WindowsWear Award Winners
are Alice + Olivia, Bergdorf Goodman, Chloe, Coach, Dior, Dolce & Gabbana, DVF, Etro, Fendi,
H&M, Lord & Taylor, Loro Piana, Louis Vuitton, Macy’s, Michael Kors, Ralph Lauren, Tiffany & Co,
Timberland, and Tory Burch. WindowsWear co-founder Jon Harari is a Trustee of The Murray Hill
Neighborhood Association.
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If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please email
nancysheran@gmail.com.

 

PS116 is seeking donations from local businesses for their
auction
The PS 116 (Murray Hill’s public elementary school) PTA is seeking donations from local
businesses for their April 11 auction. The auction will take place on April 11th from 6:30 - 9pm at
Raise NY, 416 3rd Avenue. They will accept donations until April 5.

The PS116 PTA fully funds all specialty teachers (music, theater and chess) as well as school
supplies and building improvements. They cannot provide these programs without your help!

Sponsoring or donating an item to the spring benefit is a great way for local businesses to
promote your business as well as support neighborhood kids.

Click here to donate an item. Click here to sponsor the auction. 

 

Council Member Carlina Rivera Appointed to Co-Chair NYC
Council's 2020 Census Task Force  
Source: Council Member Carlina Rivera's February 2019 Newsletter  
Speaker Johnson appointed Council Members Carlina Rivera and Carlos Menchaca as Co-Chairs
of the Council’s newly-formed 2020 Census Taskforce. As Co-Chair, Carlina will help lead
coordination between Council Members, community-based organizations, and volunteers to
ensure that all New Yorkers participate in the Census. She will also advocate for increased
funding for Census outreach, which is necessary following the Trump Administration's decision to
include a citizenship question on the Census. An undercount on the Census would have serious
ramifications for New York City, with billions of dollars in federal funding and seats in Congress at
stake.

 

Contact Council Member Carlina Rivera's office if you have
questions for Amazon about their proposed headquarters in
Long Island City  
The date of the third and final Amazon HQ2 hearing will be announced soon, and if you have any
questions that you think the NY City Council’s Committee on Economic Development should ask
Amazon, please contact Council Member Carlina Rivera's office at District2@council.nyc.gov.

There is still time to weigh in on this issue

mailto:nancysheran@gmail.com?subject=For%20theMHNA%20%20newsletter!
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City Moves To Cut Excessive Mechanical Void Space In
High-Rises  
Jan 29, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
Current zoning rules allow developers to build large mechanical spaces that essentially put high-
priced apartments on stilts.  
NEW YORK, NY — Mayor Bill de Blasio's administration is taking steps to cut down on the
development trend of building large mechanical voids in high-rise towers after neighborhood
preservation groups and elected officials sounded the alarm on the practice...The city Department
of City Planning submitted an amendment to the city's zoning resolution that would modify how
mechanical spaces are regulated in the city's densest zoning districts...The city's proposal would
count any mechanical space taller than 25 feet against a development's allotted floor area, city
officials said. Mechanical spaces placed within 75 feet of each other, regardless of size, will also
count against floor area. The rules would affect R9, R10 and equivalent zoning districts — which
are found in high-density areas such as Manhattan's major avenues...[For Communities] which
include R9, R10 and equivalent zoning in their districts — Community boards will have 30 days
to [hold hearings] and form a resoultion to support or oppose the change. After community
boards vote, the issue will go to the City Planning Commission.

Related event: Community Board 6 Land Use Committee Public
Hearing on the proposed Zoning Text Amendment   
Wednesday, February 13    6pm  
Where: NYU School of Dentistry, 433 1st Avenue, Room 210  
Public Hearing on a proposed zoning text amendment (N 190230 ZRY) that would regulate
excessive mechanical voids within residential buildings in high density residential districts across
the city.

Or you can weigh in on this issue by email. Send email by February 13 to Community Board:
Community Board 6 at  office@cbsix.org and Community Board 5 at  office@cb5.org. 

 

(opinion) Congestion pricing fee now charged on for-hire
vehicles in Midtown  
February 6, 2019, by Nancy Sheran, Newsletter Editor  
Prepare yourselves to pay an extra $2.50 for each taxi ride in Midtown. Yesterday, my yellow cab
ride from Murray Hill (36th Street and Lexington Avenue) to Port Authority Bus Terminal (40th
Street and 8th Avenue) was $9 plus tip instead of the $6.50 that it was last week. Taking public
transportation is not really an option, as I leave at 6am in pitch blackness during the winter for a
7am bus to New Paltz, where I visit my elderly mother. On principle, I don't patronize Uber or Via.
I used to walk to Port Authority, until I had some knee issues. Out of curiosity I checked the MTA
Trip Planner to check the public transportation options. As the first choice Trip Planner routes me
on the Grand Central Shuttle (a 10 minute walk for a fast walker to the Grand Central Shuttle
platform, and a 12 minute ride). The Shuttle leaves me at 7th Avenue and 42nd Street where I
can walk the long block to 8th Avenue on the street or through an underground tunnel where the
suicide bomber set off a pipe bomb just over a year ago (another 8 minute walk, not mentioned by
the Trip Planner). The Trip Planner's second choice was to take the M42 bus, fondly known as the
Pokey (17 minutes). The Pokey has been better in recent weeks, but I wouldn't want to depend
on it to get me there on time. I wonder what algorithm came up with the third choice to take the 7
train from Grand Central to 5th Avenue and then transfer to the M42 bus to 8th Avenue (23
minutes, if you're lucky). In fact, there is very little traffic on Midtown streets at 6am. The taxi ride
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takes 5 minutes unless we hit all of the red lights or get stuck behind a garbage truck doing a
pick-up. This is not a fee to improve traffic congestion; it is a fee to raise money for the MTA. Let's
call it what it really is. But at 6am traveling quickly on empty streets, I can't help but feel that it's
not a fair fee for those of us who live in Midtown and travel at off-peak hours.

 

Education

Cuomo proposes 3-year extension of mayoral control  
January 15, 2019, politico.com, by Madina Toure  
Gov. Andrew Cuomo is proposing the extension of mayoral control of city schools for an
additional three years, the longest extension Mayor Bill de Blasio has received since he first took
office in 2014.

In the push to extend mayoral control of schools, de Blasio
highlights new pre-K dual language programs  
February 5, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Christina Veiga  
New York City will open 47 new dual-language programs for pre-K students, an announcement
that Mayor Bill de Blasio used as an opportunity to push for another extension of his control over
the school system. Included in the expansion are the city’s first dual-language pre-K programs in
French, Haitian Creole, Japanese, and Hebrew. They build on classes already available in
languages including Spanish, Chinese, Russian, and Bengali. Applications for the city’s free
preschool for 3- and 4-year-olds opened Monday. 

‘My reminders are not spam!’: Teachers and parents protest
Verizon over new texting fees  
January 15, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Philissa Cramer  
Hell hath no fury like teachers who are told that their direct line to students and parents might
soon be cut off. That’s what Verizon is learning after a text-messaging service used by teachers
and parents to share updates about homework assignments and snow days announced that the
company would soon make messaging prohibitively expensive. The service, Remind, emailed
users late Monday to tell them that Verizon had decided to treat their messages as spam — a
move that would make it impossible to continue distributing messages for free. The change would
affect 7 million of the service’s 31 million users, a spokesperson said. The letter urged teachers
and families to download Remind’s app instead — and to lobby Verizon to change its policy...Two
million educators use the service monthly, and the company says it is used in about 80 percent of
U.S. schools...Remind officials said the company had been trying to negotiate with Verizon since
last summer...Those negotiations are complicated. According to a Verizon spokesperson, Remind
contracts with another messaging company, Twilio, that contracts with a firm that has a contract
with Verizon, and Remind is not the only service to be caught in a dragnet meant to reduce the
number of spam messages that cell phone users receive.

 

City’s New Civic Engagement Commission, Set to Be Named
in April, Is Accepting Applications  
February 8, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Brachfeld  
The Civic Engagement Commission that city voters approved in November is now accepting
applications from New Yorkers interesting in serving on the panel that will help craft strategies for
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getting more residents of the five boroughs engaged in civic life. Though appointments to the
commission will be made by top city elected officials, the open application process allows regular
New Yorkers to throw their names and resumes into the pool of candidates for placement on the
commission that will deal with things like citywide participatory budgeting and election poll-site
translation services.

 

Competition to design the POPS logo [Privately Owned
Public Spaces]  
The New York City Privately Owned Public Space (POPS) Logo Design Competition is being held
to solicit a design for a new POPS logo that may be featured on signage at over 550 POPS
located across the city. A new POPS logo would be seen by millions of residents, workers, and
visitors on any given day and encourage the public to take full advantage of these valuable, but
sometimes unknown, public spaces. Advocates for Privately Owned Public Space, the New York
City Department of City Planning, and The Municipal Art Society of New York have joined forces
to sponsor this design competition, with funding provided in part by Knoll. Open to participants
worldwide. Submissions are due Friday, March 15, 2019. Download the Competition Flyer
http://popslogo.nyc. 

Submissions will be posted online on Wednesday, March 20, 2019 and displayed at a public
exhibit in March 2019. Members of the public will be invited to vote online for their favorite logo
through Tuesday, April 2, 2019. A panel along with a public vote will select up to three
Awardees. A new official New York City POPS logo may be chosen from the Awardees’ logos by
the Director of NYC Department of City Planning. Awardees will each receive $2,000, plus an
additional $2,000 if an Awardee’s logo is chosen for the official New York City POPS logo. All
Awardees will be announced on Monday, May 20, 2019. 
 

Blocked Bus Lanes a Problem in the District  
Source: Community Board 6 email February 2019 Newsletter  
CB6 is looking for data on when and where bus lanes in our district are blocked. This data will
help CB6 and other community partners advocate for solutions to these blocked bus lanes. If you
see any bus lanes in CB6 blocked by vehicles, snap a picture and send it to help@cbsix.org with
the date and time you took the image.

 
 

Changes in the neighborhood (including planned)
 

28th Street 6 Train Station Reopens  
Source: Community Board 6 email February 2019 newsletter  
After six months of being closed for repairs and upgrades, the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority re-opened the 28th Street 6 train station on January 14th.
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Abandoned newsstand removed from Service Road
sidewalk on 2nd Avenue and 33rd Street  
Source: Community Board 6 email February 2019 newsletter  
A CB6 member contacted the CB6 office about a newsstand along the Second Avenue Service
Road, between 32nd and 33rd Streets, that has been abandoned for several years. Several 311
complaints were filed on this abandoned newsstand yet the newsstand structure was still left
abandoned. The CB6 office pursued the matter with the Department of Consumer Affairs. The
abandoned newsstand was removed as of mid-January! This is the second abandoned
newsstand that has been removed. If you see any abandoned newsstands in your neighborhood,
file a 311 complaint, then send the 311 complaint number to help@cbsix.org.  
 

Kips Bay Target Gets Opening Date, Hiring New Staff  
January 29, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
KIPS BAY, NY — Retail giant Target will continue its New York City expansion in 2019, and has
targeted April for its opening in Kips Bay [at 512 2nd Avenue at 29th Street], the company
announced this week. Target's small-format Kips Bay store will hold a grand opening ceremony
on April 7 and is currently hiring a staff of 80 employees. The company will hold two hiring fairs on
Feb. 8 and 13 at its 511 W. 25th St. store and is also taking applications online.

Trader Joe's To End Grocery Delivery In Manhattan  
February 4, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
Starting March 1, Trader Joe's shoppers will have to carry their own groceries home.

Council Member Carlina Rivera Examines New East Side
Coastal Resiliency Plan at Joint Council Hearing  
Source: Council Member Carlina Rivera's February 2019 Newsletter  
At the City Council's joint hearing in January, Carlna and the community examined the City's new
proposals for the East Side Coastal Resiliency Project, the long-awaited plan to construct flood
and storm surge protections along the East River from Montgomery Street to East 25th Street.
The new plan will raise all of East River Park by up to 10 feet, necessitate its closure for three-
and-a-half years, and will also allow for the replacement of critically aging bulkheads, facilitate
quicker construction, and position the park itself as a flood barrier, rather than rely on the walls
and levies of the old proposal. Council Member Rivera asked the lead city agencies to re-open
the park in segments, significantly expand alternative and temporary green spaces for
communities adjacent to the East River, and to communicate better with stakeholders. The
Uniform Land Use Process (ULURP) for ESCR will be certified this Spring, and at that time
Community Boards 3 and 6, the Manhattan Borough President, the Council's Land Use
Committee, Council Members Carlina Rivera and Keith Powers's offices will also examine and
review the project. Council Member  Rivera has stated her commitment to an ESCR Project that
can be a model for future protective infrastructure against the dire effects of climate change.
[Editor's note: For those who remember Hurricane Sandy, lower Manhattan south of 40th Street
had a blackout lasting for several days due to an unexpectedly large storm surge which damaged
Con Ed equipment. Elevating the park along the East River and other resiliency measures will
hopefully protect the City against a repeat of this incident.]

Leasing Launches For Solow’s 685 First Avenue In Midtown
East, Manhattan  
January 16, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
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Located on a 32,365 square foot parcel along First Avenue between East 39th Street and East
40th Street, 685 First Avenue has officially launched leasing for its 408 units. 
 

One Vanderbilt Reaches Supertall Territory Above Midtown
East, Manhattan  
February 4, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young

Midtown’s Grand Hyatt Hotel to be replaced by huge mixed-
use tower  
February 7, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Amy Plitt  
Say goodbye to the Grand Hyatt Hotel building next to Grand Central Terminal: According to the
Wall Street Journal, a development group comprising TF Cornerstone and MSD Partners (an
investment group linked to Michael Dell), plans to demolish the current structure and replace it
with a new, larger one...According to a release from the development team, the new building that
the developers have planned would span around 2 million square feet—that would make it larger
than One Vanderbilt, which is rising on the other side of Grand Central—and would have office
space, retail, and a smaller Grand Hyatt hotel. The project will also bring improvements to the
train station itself, including new entrances and “enhanced connectivity and circulation” at the
Grand Central subway stop...Before any work can take place, however, the developers will need
to transfer the lease for the property from Hyatt, which holds it until 2077. There will also be
necessary approvals from the city and state, so a timeline for completion has yet to be
announced.

Checking In On Ceruzzi Properties’ Planned 76-Story
Skyscraper at 520 Fifth Avenue, in Midtown Manhattan  
January 14, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Set to rise at the northern corner of Fifth Avenue and West 43rd Street, 520 Fifth Avenue is likely
to be the first skyscraper along Fifth Avenue to top the 900-foot mark. The project will rise in the
heart of Midtown, one street away from the eastern end of Bryant Park. The glass-enclosed tower
will have 76 floors and stand 920 feet to its pinnacle. Handel Architects is the architect, and Arthur
Hooper of Ceruzzi Properties will be developing in conjunction with SMI USA.

Queens developer moving ahead with 155-unit Kips Bay resi
tower development  
January 25, 2019, therealdeal.com, by Kevin Sun  
Air rights, rezoning allow project to more than double in size. After years spent assembling lots
and maximizing allowed construction area, Mikhael Heletz’s Excel Development Group is ready to
move ahead with its 23-story residential project in Kips Bay, according to city filings. The Forest
Hills-based developer plans to build a 155-unit, 123,000-square-foot tower covering the four
adjacent lots at 339-345 East 33rd Street...In early 2018, Excel’s project also received support
from Department of City Planning and City Council, who approved a rezoning that would
effectively double the amount of construction allowed on the assemblage...The project will include
6,400 square feet of ground floor retail, and 40 of the project’s 155 units will be permanently
affordable, with the remaining 115 being market rate. New York-based architecture firm GF55
Partners is designing the project. [PincusCo].

‘Glass-and-Steel Piece of Crap’ Could Replace Historic Hotel
Deauville in Murray Hill  
January 25, 2019, commercialobserver.com, by Nicholas Rizzi  
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A 118-year-old Murray Hill hotel, which housed guests like Sid Vicious, Courtney Love and
football player Jim Brown, is slated for demolition to make way for a larger, more upscale
boutique lodging, city records show. Developer Frank Savino has filed plans with the New York
City Department of Buildings to take down the former Hotel Deauville at 101-103 East 29th Street
between Park and Lexington Avenues, after a failed attempt by neighbors and elected officials to
landmark the building.

Related article: Daytonian in Manhattan Hatfield House - No.
101-103 East 29th Street  

Murray Hill in the news

Murray Hill Boasts Largest Citi Bike Dock In NYC History  
January 30, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
With the recent addition of 30 docks at East 35th Street and the East River, the station now has a
record 79 docks...The station is conveniently located next to one of the busiest NYC Ferry
terminals, making it a great connection point for the two services.  

City Halts Work At Luxury 29th St Tower After Fumes Sicken
9  
February 6, 2019, patch.com, by Sydney Pereira  
MURRAY HILL, NY — The Department of Buildings halted construction at a tower on E. 29th St.
after several workers were sickened with carbon monoxide. Three violations were issued to the
general contractor and safety managers of Lendlease Construction...Emergency medical services
had to evacuate two workers by lifting them out with baskets and ropes. A total of nine
construction workers were transported to nearby hospitals with non-life threatening injuries...Two
gas-powered generators were found at the site, which FDNY officials said caused carbon
monoxide levels to skyrocket...The construction site at [30] E. 29th St. [and Madison] is slated to
be an Art-Deco inspired residential tower, rising 639-feet, developed by Rockefeller Group.

Who Works in the Chrysler Building? A Floor-by-Floor
Investigation.  
January 25, 2019, nymag.com, by Christopher Bonanos

Biker Who Went Berserk On Midtown Motorist Arrested,
Police Say  
January 28, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
A bicyclist who launched a vicious assault on a Midtown driver stuck in traffic will face assault
charges, an NYPD spokesman said. The biker smashed a car's windows, hit the driver with a bike
lock and mounted the vehicle in the middle of traffic, police say...Emilio Carpenay, 25, was
arrested Monday and charged with second-degree assault and criminal mischief for the Jan. 18
attack near East 40th Street and Fifth Avenue, police said. Carpenay, a Queens resident, is
accused of using his bicycle to smash through the windshield and rear window of a car and then
attacking its driver.

Special Election for Public Advocate (non-partisan) on February 26
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The New York City Campaign Finance Board's Online Voter Guide is now available. This
Guide has biographies of all of the candidates for the February 26 Special Election for Public
Advocate.

New York City Board of Elections website: vote.nyc.ny.us. 

Important dates 

February 16 Last day to register (in person) to vote in the special election. The Manhattan Board
of Elections office is located at: 200 Varick Street, 10th Floor. Tel: 1-212-886-2100. Hours of
Operation: 9am to 5pm.

February 19 Last day to postmark absentee ballot application.

February 26 Special election

See the full election calendar at http://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/election-calendar. Voter Guide
provided by the New York City Campaign Finance Board: http://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-
votes/vgwelcome

View sample ballot: nyc-static.electionhub.com/sampleballots/
384002/10/2019S1V1_Style_3.pdf   
NOTE: Each candidate has a unique "party" in this non-partisan election.

Debate  

10 of the candidates will be facing off in one more debate: Wednesday February 20th at
7pm. Spectrum News NY1 will televise the debates, and you’ll also be able to watch them stream
live on the NY1 website and on the NY1 Facebook page. Learn more
at http://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/debates. [Editor's note: These debates are highly
recommended if you want to learn more about the candidates.]

Candidates (with links to their bios)

Manny Alicandro  
Michael A Blake  
David C Eisenbach  
Rafael L Espinal, Jr  
Anthony Tony Herbert  
Ron Kim  
Nomiki Konst  
Melissa Mark-Viverito  
Danny O'Donnell  
Jared Rich  
Ydanis A Rodriguez  
Helal A Sheikh *(bio not provided)  
Dawn L Smalls  
Eric A Ulrich  
Latrice Walker  
Jumaane D Williams  
Benjamin L Yee

Assembly Member Latrice Walker announced she is no longer seeking the position.

 

Related article: In First Debate, Public Advocate Candidates
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Take on De Blasio, Amazon & Each Other  
February 7, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Max & Samar Khurshid 

  

The Census Bureau is now hiring for 2020 Census Jobs  
The Census Bureau is hiring temporary employees for the 2020 Census. The jobs offer weekly
pay, competitive pay rates, flexible hours, and paid training. By joining the 2020 Census team,
you can support your community while getting paid to do it. They are hiring for a variety of
temporary jobs, including census takers, recruiting assistants, office staff, and supervisory staff.
To be eligible, you must be at least 18 years old, have a valid Social Security number, and be a
U.S. citizen. Apply online: https://2020census.gov/jobs?utm_campaign=2019 

Traffic and transportation

Cuomo’s L train plan shows how he controls the MTA  
January 28, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough  
A month of friction reveals the board’s limited power.

Cuomo Warns of a 30 Percent Fare Hike if Congestion
Pricing Fails  
Feb. 7, 2019, nytimes.com, by Emma G. Fitzsimmons  
[Gov. Andrew M.] Cuomo threw down the gauntlet in a speech in Manhattan, pressuring state
lawmakers who are reluctant to support his proposal with the idea of a staggering fare increase
that would undoubtedly infuriate transit riders. Transit officials are already planning to raise fares
this spring by about four percent...Mr. Cuomo...wants to frame congestion pricing as the best
choice among many difficult options...“Senate Democrats are prioritizing the need to fix the
crumbling M.T.A. with dedicated revenues implemented in a fair manner,” said Mike Murphy, a
spokesman for Senate Democrats.

Cuomo’s outrageous speed-camera cash grab  
January 27, 2019, nypost.com, by Post Editorial Board  
Gov. Cuomo is playing another fast one on school-zone speed cameras: His plan to restore and
expand the city’s successful program would...grab the ticket money for the MTA.

Stabilizing the MTA’s Rocky Finances in 2019 and Beyond  
January 08, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Jim Brennan, formerly a member of the New York
State Assembly for 32 years

Affordability

Former Kips Bay Mitchel-Lama Tenants Get Rent Relief: City  
January 25, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
Waterside Plaza Tenants who have seen rents soar since the building left the Mitchel-Lama
program in 2001 are eligible for rent reductions. KIPS BAY, NY — City officials negotiated a deal
with a former Kips Bay Mitchel-Lama development to keep the building affordable for low- and
middle-income tenants for the next 75 years, City Councilman Keith Powers announced
Thursday. Owners of the Waterside Plaza development, located on the East River near East 25th
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Street, agreed to rent reductions, rent freezes and limited rent increases for tenants of 325
apartments in the building, city officials said. The agreement was made as part of a lease
extension between Waterside Plaza and the city Department of Housing Preservation and
Development...The leader of the Waterside Plaza Tenants Association said the new deal will be
especially beneficial to seniors who stayed in the building they called home for decades despite
rent increases...Regulated units that become vacant during the duration of the new agreement
will be entered into a housing lottery, city officials said.

Federal Government to Seize More Control Over New York
City Public Housing  
January 31, 2019, nytimes.com, by Benjamin Weiser, Luis Ferré-Sadurní, Glenn Thrush and J.
David Goodman  
The federal government seized more control over the New York City Housing Authority on
Thursday, reaching an agreement with the city intended to correct years of mismanagement that
prosecutors said had exposed hundreds of thousands of residents to lead paint and other health
hazards.  
The agreement calls for the appointment of a powerful monitor and would lead to the eventual
replacement of the authority’s interim chairman, who was appointed last year by Mayor Bill de
Blasio.

 

Preservation & landmarks
 

Government, legislation, budget, rules, policies (including pending)

Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli on the state’s $2.8 billion
budget shortfall  
February 6, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough  
The flashy and progressive $175.2 billion executive budget Gov. Andrew Cuomo presented last
month just ran into a roadblock earlier this week when the governor and New York state
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli announced a $2.3 billion shortfall in income tax revenue – on top of
the $500 million dip in revenue at the end of last year. Cuomo and DiNapoli both have pointed to
the 2017 federal tax law capping how much of their state and local taxes (known as SALT) that
income tax filers can deduct from their federal tax liability as a force that caused some of the
state’s high earners – who contribute a significant amount to the state’s income tax revenue – to
flee to states with lower taxes.

Citing Causes for Concern & Promising Cuts, De Blasio
Presents Still-Growing Budget Plan of $92.2 Billion  
February 8, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
[Mayor Bill] de Blasio said...“We will be guided by the need to make hard choices, to find savings
and then when we have to choose, we will favor the priorities that we believe are most strategic
and high impact."...The mayor’s proposal will soon become the subject of City Council hearings,
and the mayor will be in Albany on Monday to testify at a state budget hearing, where he will tell
legislators they must help him undo elements in Governor Andrew Cuomo’s executive budget
plan, which the mayor said totaled about $600 million in proposed cuts and cost shifts to the city...
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City quietly struck wage deal with building workers union  
February 4, 2019, crainsnewyork.com, by Joe Anuta  
Rezonings now trigger prevailing wage for 32BJ in many large projects

Property-Tax Appeal  
January 27, 2019, wsj.com, by Katie Honan  
The City Council passed a bill last week that could give thousands of commercial and apartment-
building owners in New York City a financial break when they appeal their property-tax
assessments.

After long battle, NY passes Child Victims Act  
January 29, 2019, timesunion.com, by Brendan J. Lyons

Dem chair offers bill to crack down on robocalls  
February 04, 2019, thehill.com, by Emily Birnbam  
Rep. Frank Pallone Jr. (D-N.J.) on Monday reintroduced a bill cracking down on "abusive"
robocall practices, reviving the efforts in the last Congress to protect Americans from an
increasing deluge of automated calls.

(pending) Council Member Carlina Rivera Introduces Bill to
Protect Bike Lanes at Street Construction Sites  
Source: Council Member Carlina Rivera's February 2019 Newsletter  
Protection of pedestrians and cyclists is a top priority for Council Member Carlina Rivera. She
introduced a bill, Intro. 1163, to protect bike lanes from construction impacts. The bill will require
construction companies to provide safe detours around any work sites and equipment that
obstruct a bike lane. The bike lane detours would be clearly demarcated, at least four feet wide,
protected with physical barriers, and separated from pedestrian traffic. Next steps for this bill are
to get City agency and community feedback.  

Lawmakers Take Aim At The Hundreds Of Miles Of
Scaffolding Around NYC  
January 30, 2019, gothamist.com, by Rhiannon Corby   
There are over 300 miles of scaffolding in this city...Councilman Ben Kallos, the author of a new
bill that would tighten safety standards for sidewalk sheds...would put safety inspections for
sidewalk sheds under city control. The Department of Buildings would...inspect sidewalk sheds to
verify they’re in safe condition and in compliance with city regulations. These checks would occur
every six months after the initial inspection — and building owners would pay for them. Fees
would start at $250 per inspection, but they’d go up incrementally, topping out at around $1,000.
The longer the sidewalk shed is in place, the higher the fee...A spokesperson for the Department
of Buildings said they were still reviewing the legislation...Frank Ricci, Director of Government
Affairs for the Rent Stabilization Association, a group that represents landlords, tells us, “I think
this is just another attempt by the Councilman to try to force owners and managers to try to take
sidewalk sheds down quickly."

After 'Grotesque' $238 Million Penthouse Sale, Calls For
'Pied-A-Terre Tax' Intensify  
January 30, 2019, gothamist.com, by Elizabeth Kim  
News of hedge fund tycoon Ken Griffin’s record-breaking purchase last week of a $238 million
penthouse prompted...for New Yorkers, an especially sore point of Griffin’s purchase...like many
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of the city’s luxury real estate buys, his ultra-exclusive four-story pad...will likely not be a primary
residence, meaning that the hedge fund billionaire...will not be subject to local income tax. In
some cases, because of a controversial tax abatement program, some owners of luxury
apartments in New York City even manage to pay less in property taxes than their neighbors...[A]t
least two members of the City Council...have renewed calls for a pied-à-terre tax on luxury
homeowners...[Council Member Mark Levin's tweet] "47 rent-stabilized tenants were evicted to
make way for construction of this new tower, where the penthouse just sold for $238M to a
billionaire who will pay *zero* local income tax."  
The pied-à-terre tax is not a new concept. Back in 2014, state Senator Brad Hoylman drafted a
bill based on a proposal by the Fiscal Policy Institute that would have imposed a graduated tax
starting at 0.5 percent on non-resident owners of properties valued at more than $5 million and
rising to as much as 4 percent on those with properties worth more than $25 million. At the time,
the FPI estimated that such a pied-à-terre tax could generate more than $600 million a year in
additional city revenue...the bill went nowhere, in large part due to strong pushback from those in
the city’s real estate industry who said that such a tax might “start to collapse the residential
market.”...  
Hoylman, who has re-introduced the bill in this legislative session, said ..."We are constantly
asked how we can build more housing for the homeless and for people being priced out of their
neighborhoods," he said...it's time to consider new sources of revenue."  
Although it might not be clear what percentage of city housing consists of luxury pied-à-terres, the
data shows that there is growing trend of unoccupied residential units.

New York City should require green roofs  
February 5, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Rafael Espinal, Jr.  
[Council Member Rafael Espinal's] bill would require many new buildings throughout the five
boroughs to cover 100 percent of available rooftop space in a green roof system, small wind
turbines, solar panels, or all three.

Legislature preemptively bans offshore drilling  
February 5, 2019, timesunion.com, by David Lombardo  
ALBANY - New York lawmakers preemptively took steps this week to block any requests to drill
for oil and gas in the Atlantic Ocean off the state's coastline. The legislation, supported by Gov.
Andrew Cuomo, is a direct response to last year's decision by President Donald Trump to lift the
ban on off-shore drilling in federal waters...In November, the federal government authorized
procedures that allow for oil and gas exploration along the Atlantic coast. A collection of East
Coast states, including New York, then sued to block the exploration techniques, which
environmentalists maintain damage the local ecosystem.

Charter nears deal with state to keep its Spectrum cable
business in New York  
February 5, 2019, buffalonews.com, by David Robinson  
The state may not kick the owners of Spectrum cable out of New York after all. The company that
owns Spectrum cable is getting close to a deal with state regulators that would allow it to continue
to provide cable television, phone and internet service across New York, according to a state
Public Service Commission member. The terms of a potential deal are still being negotiated, but
the broad conditions that are under discussion were outlined in a PSC order that gave the two
sides another month – until April 3 – to strike a deal...If a deal is reached, it would end a highly
contentious spat between one of the nation's largest cable companies, Charter Communications,
and New York regulators.
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NYS set to ban teachers from carrying guns in school under
sweeping gun control measures  
January 27, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Kenneth Lovett

City Charter

City Council Seeks Expanded Power, Sweeping Change in
Recommendations to Charter Revision Commission  
February 01, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
The New York City Council wants a voice in picking the commissioner of the NYPD, more
independence for ethics and oversight agencies, and greater power over the city budget. Those
are among the recommendations that the City Council made in a new report to the 2019 Charter
Revision Commission, seeking amendments to the city’s governing document that would broadly
strengthen the powers of non-mayoral elected officials and require changes to how the city
budgets, decides land use changes, and plans for the future...Other recommendations include
giving the Council a direct appointment to the city’s Art Commission and changing the structure of
the Landmarks Preservation Commission...The report advances several suggestions for making
the city’s land use process “more equitable and rational,” chiefly by requiring a comprehensive
plan for the city every ten years, created with community feedback, to inform policies on land use
and infrastructure...The Council is also attempting to wield more power over land use
applications, giving them the ability to modify city-sponsored land use project[s] during the
approval process. Read full report: https://council.nyc.gov/news/2019/02/01/report-to-the-2019-
nyc-charter-revision-commission.

 

Stories we are following

Amazon’s ‘last-mile’ delivery to HP  
January 25, 2019, bxtimes.com, by Patrick Rocchio  
A future Amazon delivery center is coming to 1300 Viele Avenue in Hunts Point. An Internet e-
commerce behemoth has decided to open its first facility in the borough [the Bronx]. Amazon, the
colossal online retailer and cloud-based computing company, has leased a 120,000-square-foot
warehouse facility in Hunts Point and plans to develop a ‘last-mile’ delivery station, the company
has confirmed. Such stations allow e-commerce companies to ship packages quickly to its
customers after initial sorting at larger facilities.

NYC's Amazon Deal Could Cost $1B More Than City
Thought  
January 30, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The city lowballed the tax breaks Amazon could get for its move to NYC, a City Council report
says. A city official disputed the claim.  
Amazon maintained that the incentives played an important role in its decision to move to Long
Island City, though [James Patchett, the president and CEO of the city's Economic Development
Corporation] stressed that the city didn't give Amazon a single dollar of "discretionary"
benefits...In another apparent effort to sweeten the deal, Amazon announced Tuesday that it
would fund computer science classes at more than 130 high schools in the city...But Amazon
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executives' refusal to remain neutral when it comes to their employees unionizing rankled Council
members. 

Related article: Leaked email shows how Amazon is
encouraging its employees to join the HQ2 fight in NYC  
January 30, 2019, fastcompany.com, by Cale Guthrie Weissman  
Amid a heated debate among New Yorkers over Amazon’s plans to build its next headquarters in
Queens, the company is accelerating its push to win over its new neighbors. Earlier this week,
Amazon sent a memo to all of its New York employees that encouraged them to “come to the
next hearing at City Hall to show your support of our new headquarters in Queens.” The email
shared the time and place of the hearing and included a link to a fact sheet about the newly
announced deal.

Related article: Amazon Reconsidering NYC Headquarters After
Backlash: Report  
February 8, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
Two people "familiar with [Amazon's] thinking?" told the Washington Post that executives have
discussed pulling out of a deal with New York...While addressing a Long Island business
association Friday, Governor Andrew Cuomo said he is determined to make the Amazon deal a
reality and rebuked the State Senate's opposition...But one person familiar with the company's
thinking told The New York Times that the retail giant has no plans to abandon its Long Island
City proposal...Amazon also pledged to invest about $2.5 billion into the Long Island City
neighborhood through initiatives such as a new public school, a 3.5-acre waterfront esplanade
and park and services such as job fairs for residents of the nearby Queensbridge Houses public
housing development.

Related article: Amazon's NYC Campus, Donald Trump's Rise, &
NY's Prison Boom All Share A Common Ancestor  
February 1, 2019, gothamist.com, by Ross Barkan  
In 1968...the Republican governor of New York decided it was time to rescue the neighborhoods
afflicted by crime and rot. Nelson Rockefeller, the last of a breed of liberal Republicans who once
commanded the party, created a new entity called the Urban Development Corporation. The UDC
was designed to build affordable housing in cities across New York and create jobs for the
working class and poor, particularly people of color...Granted the powers of eminent domain, the
ability to sell its own bonds, and exemptions from local zoning laws, the UDC set out to do,
initially, what it was designed to do: wield the authority of big government to help people. The
UDC would build more than 30,000 units of low-income housing from the Bronx to Buffalo and
three entire “new towns,” including the development of Roosevelt Island, where residents first
moved to in 1975. A half century later, the same powers the UDC once employed to build
affordable housing and combat urban blight are now channeled for an entirely different purpose:
to ensure Amazon, a corporation with a trillion dollar valuation, can build a new headquarters in
Long Island City, one of Queens’ most expensive and desirable neighborhoods. Now known as
the Empire State Development Corporation—the UDC and the Department of Economic
Development were consolidated in 1995—the quasi-public entity, controlled by Governor Andrew
Cuomo, is the driving force behind the Amazon deal.  
[Editor's note: Maybe now is a good time to reconsider the Empire State Development
Corporation's mission. Should it be limited only to development that is for public good and not
used for private developments?]

Record profits put new bull’s-eye on tech giants  
February 5, 2019, thehill.com, by Emily Birnbaum  
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Facebook, Amazon and Google are racking up record profits following a year marked by public
controversies over their privacy and business practices. The strong bottom lines have sparked
frustration among lawmakers and tech industry critics, who say the numbers drive home the need
for tougher federal regulation to rein in web giants.

(opinion) Why the Latest Layoffs Are Devastating to
Democracy  
January 30, 2019, nytimes.com, by Farhad Manjoo  
Two hundred workers, including dozens of journalists, were given the slip last week at BuzzFeed.
About 800 people are losing their jobs in the media division of Verizon, the telephone company
that owns Yahoo, HuffPost, TechCrunch and many other “content brands.” And Gannett, the
once-mighty newspaper empire that owns USA Today and hundreds of smaller outlets...is letting
go of 400...The cause of each company’s troubles may be distinct, but collectively the blood bath
points to the same underlying market pathology: the inability of the digital advertising business to
make much meaningful room for anyone but monopolistic tech giants...In the cuts at Gannett, we
see the nearly final evisceration of local news...Gannett’s end now looks nigh; the company is
presently laboring under a hostile takeover bid by a secretive hedge fund whose only
demonstrated expertise lies in “strip-mining” publications of their final morsels of profit. In the
troubles at Verizon, we see a behemoth that tried to take on Google and Facebook. Under a
former executive, Tim Armstrong, the phone company bought up Yahoo and other media brands
as useful pawns in a strategic war against internet giants. For similar reasons, Comcast has also
plowed money into media start-ups. But Verizon quickly learned that Facebook and Google are
insurmountable. When new management took over last year, it began dumping the news in favor
of readier ways to make money. It’s the cuts at BuzzFeed that sting most...I think of it as a
relentlessly experimental innovator...It is the rare publication that can survive on subscriptions,
and the rarer one that will be saved by billionaires. Digital media needs a way to profitably serve
the masses. If even BuzzFeed couldn’t hack that, we are well and truly hosed.  
 

Related article: Media layoffs bring heat on Facebook, Google  
January 29, 2019, thehill.com, by Harper Neidig 

 

WeWork’s CEO Makes Millions as Landlord to WeWork  
January 16, 2019, wsj.com, by Eliot Brown  
Adam Neumann has bought properties and leased them to his co-working startup, sparking
conflict of interest concerns. Corporate governance experts say Mr. Neumann’s ownership of
buildings he leases to WeWork is unusual for a large company. Corporations typically bar
executives from similar arrangements, given that companies risk paying too much in rent or
leasing buildings they ordinarily wouldn’t, they said.

Consumer alerts and scams

Fight back against tax identity theft  
January 30, 2019, by Seena Gressin, Attorney, Division of Consumer & Business Education, FTC
It’s time to get up to date on protecting yourself from identity thieves who try to claim your tax
refund and imposters who pretend they’re from the IRS to get your money. Tax identity theft
happens when someone uses your Social Security number (SSN) to get a tax refund or a job.
You might find out it’s happened when you get a letter from the IRS saying that more than one tax
return was filed with your SSN, or IRS records show you earned income from an employer you
don’t know. Or, the IRS may reject your efiled tax return as a duplicate filing. To help fight tax
identity theft: file your return as early in the tax season as you can, use a secure internet
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connection if you file electronically, or mail your tax return from the post office, and visit Tax-
Related Identity Theft to learn more. IRS notices about tax-related identity theft are sent by mail.
The IRS doesn't initiate contact with a taxpayer by sending an email, text, or social media
message that asks for personal or financial information.

Winter Technical Tips from the New York Landmarks
Conservancy
Using a shovel may be the safest way to remove snow and ice from stoops and sidewalks without
damaging the masonry of a building, but sometimes it is not enough. For this reason, de-icing
products can provide additional help with the task of cleaning snow and ice. But they should be
used with caution since they can potentially damage masonry surfaces, degrade mortar joints,
and harm surrounding vegetation.

Various de-icing products formulated to melt snow and ice and make their removal easier are sold
under different brand names at local hardware stores. Be careful however, when using these
products. Repeated heavy applications can promote a slow but harmful process. Namely, the
scaling and flaking of masonry surfaces. This action, called salt fretting, is often found where the
base of the building meets the sidewalk. Continued use of de-icing products on masonry can
cause severe fretting and the loss of pieces of masonry from the building or sidewalk.

HELPFUL HINTS

Using a de-icing product requires more than spreading it around. Knowing the age of a sidewalk
and the product’s ingredients are important to prevent damage.

Before buying a de-icing product, consider the following:

• Concrete sidewalks and steps should be at least six months old, otherwise they can be severely
damaged by de-icing products.

• Products containing ammonium nitrate and ammonium sulfate should never be used since
these will break down even the most durable masonry materials.

• Applying de-icers near areas of vegetation can potentially harm plant life if strong enough
concentrations build up in the soil.

• To provide better traction use sand in combination with a de-icer or by itself.

Here are several suggestions to help speed melting and minimize damage to masonry when
using a de-icing product:

• Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for use and safety.

• Before applying, shovel and remove as much snow and ice as possible.

• Apply the product sparingly in the area of highest foot traffic.

• Apply the product away from the base of the building.

• Assist the melting process by shoveling and removing snow and slush, especially away from the
building.

• In the spring, wash down sidewalks, building bases, and areas near vegetation to help disperse
the residue of the product.

There are four primary deicing salts for ice and snow removal:
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1. Sodium chloride also known as rock salt, is the most common deicing salt. Rock salt releases
the highest amount of chloride when it dissolves. Chloride can damage concrete and metal. It
also can pollute streams, rivers and lakes. It should be avoided.

2. Calcium chloride is another de-icing salt. It comes in the form of rounded white pellets. It can
cause skin irritation if your hands are moist when handling it. Concentrations of calcium chloride
can chemically attack concrete.

3. Potassium chloride is not a skin irritant and does not harm vegetation. It only melts ice when
the air temperature is above 15 F. but when combined with other chemicals it can melt ice at
lower temperatures. It is a good choice.

4. Magnesium chloride is the newest deicing salt. It continues to melt snow and ice until the
temperature reaches -13 F. The salt releases 40% less chloride into the environment that either
rock salt or calcium chloride.

Avoid the use of fertilizers sometimes sold as de-icers and traction agents. Those that contain
nitrate and ammonium sulfate can rapidly disintegrate concrete.

Always follow label instructions when using a deicing product. Any de-icer can be mixed with
equal parts sand in order to provide grit for additional traction.

Use de-icers moderately and remove residue during long thaws and again in spring.
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Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
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And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
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