
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the 
News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2019.

We are in a partial federal government shutdown, day 24.

and in NYC (besides the effects on government employees living in NYC)....

Schumer warns of MTA
cutbacks due to government
shutdown
January 6, 2019, nypost.com, by Sarah Trefethen
and Bruce Golding

Air Travel And The Government
Shutdown: What You Should
Know
Jan 8, 2019, patch.com, by Associated Press, News
Partner  

The partial government shutdown is starting to affect air travel. Long lines at checkpoints are
being reported at New York City's checkpoints...Safety inspectors aren't even on the job...If the
shutdown continues, food stamp recipients will go without aid... 

77 (and counting) very real direct effects of the partial
government shutdown
January 12, 2019, cnn.com, by Z. Byron Wolf, Veronica Stracqualursi and Devan Cole

Information that may be of interest...January 14, 2019
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The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts 

For Murray Hill street closures and projects affecting traffic, see Traffic Updates
on www.murrayhillnyc.org. 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information
about the MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees. 

Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association!

Read our Privacy Statement 

Construction updates

Park Avenue Tunnel will reopen to traffic by the end of
January
Source: Park Avenue Tunnel Community Liaison, Patty Sarantakos  
The NYC Department of Transportation Division of Bridges closed the Park Avenue Tunnel to all
traffic in November 2018. A full closure was necessary for crews to power wash and abate toxic
materials in the interior of the tunnel. The tunnel is expected to re-open to traffic at end of
January, and normal construction work will resume. The tunnel will be closed only during
overnight hours for the remaining rehabilitation work. The rehabilitation work is expected to go
through April 2020. [Editor's note: Traffic Updates are posted on the MHNA website
www.murrayhillnyc.org.]

New Hub Being Built Under Grand Central Station Gets New
Boost
Jan 2, 2019, patch.com, by Associated Press, News Partner  
NEW YORK, NY — Deep in the bedrock 15 stories below the famous Grand Central Terminal, a
cavernous construction site is slowly – and expensively – taking shape as a commuter rail hub
that will accommodate more than 150,000 passengers a day. East Side Access has been dogged
by massive cost overruns and delays since construction began nearly a dozen years ago. But
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has brought in a manager [Janno Lieber] who is focused on bringing the $11
billion project to completion by a new deadline of four years...  
The aim is to create a new, direct route for riders of the Long Island Rail Road to and from
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Manhattan's East Side, alleviating traffic that currently flows through the chaotically congested
Penn Station.

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

January 14 
Deadline to apply for public school kindergarten
EXCLUSIVE: Corey Johnson rolls out new school dashboard ahead of kindergarten
application deadline  
January 10, 2019, nydailynews.com, by JILLIAN JORGENSEN  
Parents looking to apply for kindergarten slots next week will be able to dig into the details of
potential schools with a new tool being launched by Acting Public Advocate and Council Speaker
Corey Johnson.  
The deadline to apply for kindergarten is Jan. 14. Parents can find the dashboard at
www.council.nyc.gov/public-advocate/school-explorer.

January 16       6 - 8pm 
Community Resource Fair at Baruch College
Members of the community can meet representatives from city agencies and community-based
organizations who will provide information on everything from volunteer opportunities to legal
services. This fair is sponsored by Council Member Carlina Rivera in association with Baruch
College-CUNY, Manhattan Community Board Five, and Manhattan Community Board Six. CB6
will have a table at the fair, so please stop by! For more details, view the event flyer.  
at Baruch College-CUNY (Multi-Purpose Room 1-107)  
55 Lexington Avenue

January 16 – 24 
The J.P. Morgan Tournament of Champions 
Squash fans can watch the world’s best players battle for one of the game’s most prestigious and
coveted titles. Every match in Grand Central is free and open to the public. Ticketed seats are
also available. View men’s and women’s draws here.  
at Grand Central Terminal  
Vanderbilt Hall (enter at Park Avenue on 42nd Street)

through February 24 
The Holiday Train Show
FREE and family-friendly. The Transit Museum’s display will feature Lionel trains traveling along a
34-foot long, two-level, “O” gauge model train layout. Departing from a miniature replica of Grand
Central Terminal on their way to the North Pole, the model trains will be set against a backdrop
designed by artist Ebony Bolt. Hours: Monday–Friday: 8am–8pm, Saturday and Sunday: 10am–
6pm.  
at the New York Transit Museum Gallery & Store  
Grand Central Terminal  
Shuttle Passage

Kudos!
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influenced by his sister, Cindy, who is the
foundation’s attorney. “Maternal well-being is the most important public health issue of our time,"
Morad says. Photo (detail) of Morad Fareed and Cynthia Fareed by Kent Dayton/Harvard Chan.

 

If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please
email nancysheran@gmail.com.

Changes in the neighborhood

6 crucial ways New York City’s landscape will change in
2019  
Jan 2, 2019, ny.curbed.com, by Zoe Rosenberg   
[I]t’s time look at what 2019 will bring. Rent stabilization will take center stage in June when the
city’s laws are up for renewal, megaprojects throughout the five boroughs will make giant strides,
the city’s new tallest residential tower will top out at 1,550 feet, and so much more...  
Preservation  
Two beloved New York buildings are staring down renovations this year. The city announced in
February that it had reached an agreement with JPMorgan Chase to raze the Union Carbide
Building at 270 Park Avenue and replace it with a new 2.5 million-square-foot headquarters for
Chase...  
The renovation of the former Sony Building at 550 Madison Avenue will also move forward...  
Skyline  
Kohn Pedersen Fox’s One Vanderbilt will top out at 1,401 feet in December 2019, ending two
years of creep on the New York skyline. Construction is ahead of schedule...meaning the
building’s opening has been pushed forward to early August 2020.

Tishman Speyer Announces Transformative Renovation Of
MetLife Building’s Lobby At 200 Park Avenue, In Midtown
East  
December 17, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris
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Murray Hill Neighborhood Association trustee 
Cynthia Fareed was featured on the cover of The

Newsletter for Sophisticated DonorsFall/Winter
2018-2019, for her role in helping to create an



270 Park Avenue’s Replacement Will Rise 1,400 Feet In
Midtown East, Manhattan  
November 12, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Nikolai Fedak

Chrysler Building Listed For Sale, Reports Say  
January 9, 2019, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
Owners of the iconic Midtown office tower have hired a real estate firm to market the building to
potential buyers. The Chyrsler Building is currently owned by an Abu Dhabi government fund and
New York-based developer Tishman Speyer. The skyscraper was constructed by Walter
Chrylser...and served as the automaker's headquarters for decades.  
The Chrysler Building stands 1,046-feet-tall on the corner of East 42nd Street and Lexington
Avenue. The landmarked tower was completed in 1930.

22-Story, Hyatt Centric Hotel Tops-Out At 16 East 39th
Street, Manhattan  
January 1, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris  
A new, 22-story Hyatt Centric Hotel has topped-out just a short walk from Bryant Park and Grand
Central Terminal. Located at 16 East 39th Street, the hotel will include 162 short-stay rooms, a
rear courtyard, along with restaurant and lounge areas positioned on both ground and rooftop
levels. In total, the hotel will comprise 77,858 square feet.  
The through-block development is positioned on a two-lot assemblage acquired by McSam Hotel
Group from ClearRock Properties and Juster Properties.  
According to Gene Kaufman Architects, the lead design team for the hotel, the development
introduced a number of construction and design challenges including the partial demolition of a
large section of a neighboring structure that wrapped around the original building on-site.  
[T]he boutique hotel is expected to open sometime in 2019.

Permits Filed For 120 Lexington Avenue In Kips Bay,
Manhattan  
January 3, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Vanessa Londono  
Back in November, YIMBY reported on demolition permits for three adjacent four-story buildings
at the corner of 120-124 Lexington Avenue, in Kips Bay, Manhattan. New construction permits
have now been filed for a 10-story mixed-use building at 120 Lexington Avenue. The site [is]
between 28th and 29th streets...Daniel Dabakaroff of Skyland Management is listed as the owner
behind the applications.  
Much has changed since new construction pre-filings were submitted for this lot in August, which
suggested hotel units. The concrete-based development will yield 37,782 square feet, with 31,000
square feet designated to residential space and 2,300 square feet allotted to commercial space.
According to the filings, 48 units will be created within the 95-foot tall structure. With each unit
averaging 645 square feet each, rentals are very likely.  
Paul Giammona of Crown Architecture is responsible for the design. An estimated completion
date has not been announced.

NoMad’s First Planned Supertall At 262 Fifth Avenue
Appears Stalled, In Midtown Manhattan  
January 2, 2019, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Situated at the southwestern corner of Fifth Avenue and West 29th Street is the site of a
proposed 1,009-foot condominium tower, known as 262 Fifth Avenue...After the DOB approved
plans back in October of 2017, the site was quickly cleared of the previously extant low-rise
buildings, however, activity has come to a grinding halt since then. Boris Kuzinez of Five Points
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Development is developing the tower, while the architect is Meganom, a Russian design firm from
Moscow.

 

Schools and education

Questions loom as education department prepares to put
itself in charge of early childhood programs  
January 3, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Christina Veiga  
The New York City education department is gearing up for a high-stakes takeover of publicly
funded early childhood programs...More than 100 organizations have submitted responses to the
city’s plans to shift responsibility of child care programs from the Administration for Children’s
Services to the education department.

New York City now spends $325 million a year to send
students with disabilities to private schools  
January 7, 2019, chalkbeat.org, by Alex Zimmerman  
Shortly after Mayor Bill de Blasio took office in 2014, he made it easier for students with
disabilities to attend private schools with the city picking up the tab.  
That policy change is quietly having an enormous impact: The cost of sending students with
disabilities to private schools has doubled since de Blasio was sworn in and has reached $325
million per year, dwarfing the price tag of some of the mayor’s highest-profile education initiatives.

[and nearby...]  
New York Sticks With Crypto, Opening Blockchain Center
Amid Rout  
January 10, 2019, bloomberg.com, by Olga Kharif  
New York isn’t giving up on the digital-ledger technology that makes Bitcoin and other tokens
work even after last year’s collapse of the cryptocurrency market. The New York City Economic
Development Corporation said its Blockchain Center in Manhattan will open Thursday a part of a
partnership with affiliates of venture-capital fund Future\Perfect Ventures and the Global
Blockchain Business Council, a trade organization...  
The 4,000-square-foot center, located at 54 W. 21st St. in the Flatiron District in the center of the
city’s Silicon Alley, will offer everything from coding classes to lunch lectures for software
developers to the general public...  
The center is not the first blockchain-related community space in the city. Bitcoin Center NYC,
which is self funded, has been around [in the financial center] since 2013, is open every day and
hosts events monthly.

 

Preservation, landmarks, zoning and city planning
This was shared with us by Landmark West  
Excessive mechanical void abuses  
Department of City Planning (DCP) promised (at two 2018 Town Halls) to address excessive
mechanical void abuses. [This use of voids is to make buildings taller so that developers can
charge more for the higher apartments.] This was in direct response to proposed developments
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such as 249 East 62nd Street, challenged by our colleagues at Friends of the Upper East Side
Historic Districts, and 36 West 66th Street which features a cumulative 215 feet of void
(effectively a 21-story building of nothing!). If you would like to join others in telling them these
voids are unacceptable, you can sign their petition: https://www.landmarkwest.org/speaking-out-
against-36-west-66-street-tower/

How Gensler Updated the Inimitable Ford Foundation
Headquarters  
December 18, 2018, metropolismag.com, by Katie Okamoto  
The 415,000-square-foot, $200-million renovation was prompted by code violations, but the
subsequent update also honored its architects' original designs.

Make an old building new again without Landmarks killing
your project  
January 3, 2019, crainsnewyork, by Steve Modugno  
The challenges associated with adaptive reuse are not insignificant, but they are often worth the
effort...[I]f developers and their team are prepared to do the necessary legwork and pay homage
to a building’s former glory, they are likely to see the project through to completion and reap
significant rewards.

 

Traffic and transportation
[Editor's note: Although the L train runs along 14th Street in Manhattan, a mile from Murray Hill, a
full shutdown would cause passengers to use other subway lines, buses and other modes of
transportation.]

How Cuomo's L Train Plan Avoids The Shutdown  
Jan 3, 2019, patch.com, by Anna Quinn  
The team of expert engineers have come up with a never-been-done-before method to avoid
halting the L train for 15 months. After months of commuter panic and exodus from Brooklyn's
northernmost neighborhoods, Governor Andrew Cuomo has announced the 15-month L train
shutdown expected to start in April won't need to happen after all.

Related article: MTA goes down to the wires in plan to avoid L
train shutdown  
January 7, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Dan Rivoli  
Mounting critical power and communication wires on the L train tunnel wall is the key to helping
the MTA avoid the 15-month L-pocalypse feared by Brooklyn, Queens and Manhattan
commuters, agency officials and engineering experts at Cornell and Columbia universities said.
Racking the cables was considered by Metropolitan Transportation Authority engineers before the
project was proposed in 2016, said Andy Byford, who has been president of NYC Transit for a
year.  
But Byford — who said he reviewed old planning materials — engineers rejected the idea. “There
were concerns at the time about the number of potential impacts on the tunnel liner, affixing the
bolts,” Byford told the Daily News. “But my understanding from the team is, that has been
addressed.” Fixing cables to the wall with racks is a technique used in new subway tunnels in
London, Riyadh in Saudi Arabia, and here in New York in some locations on the No. 7 train
extension. By mounting new cables to the wall, the MTA does not need to destroy and rebuild the
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crumbling bench walls that house corroded cables. Much of the bench wall structure will be
preserved by covering it in fiber polymer casing.

NYC traffic injuries are up despite drop in fatalities  
January 2, 2019, nypost.com, by Danielle Furfaro and Tina Moore  
Transit advocates say more cars and more congestion are leading to a higher number of
crashes...One cause of congestion is a sharp increase in both private and for-hire car
registrations, said AAA spokesman Robert Sinclair. Between 2012 and 2017, private-car
registrations in the city increased by 146,000 and there are now 52,000 more for-hire vehicles.

NYPD Tells Officers: Stop Fining E-Bike Delivery Cyclists  
January 3, 2019, gothamist.com, by Christophyer Robbins  
Six weeks ago, the NYPD issued a memo to its uniformed officers, directing them to follow the
letter of the law and cite the restaurants, not the delivery workers themselves, when issuing fines
for the use of electric bicycles...Even if the $500 fines are issued to the businesses and not the
delivery workers, the bikes are still confiscated, and the employers will have to pay to get them
back...The NYPD's directive comes as a package of City Council bills seeks to legalize electric
scooters and throttle-assisted e-bikes by giving workers the opportunity to retrofit their bikes and
cap their speed at 20 mph. Those bills are still in committee.

Designing Bus Routes to Attract Passengers and Reverse
Declining Ridership (Part 3)  
November 26, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Allan Rosen

(opinion) New York City Shouldn’t Regulate Ride-Hailing
Apps - It Should Compete With Them  
November 30, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Devin Balkind [Devin Balkind is a technologist and
nonprofit executive who works on civic technology projects in New York City]  
What do we want? Safe, convenient rides, with low prices for riders, high income for drivers,
positive impacts on traffic, and data protection for everyone involved.

 

Affordability 

Of 800,000 Poor New Yorkers, Only 30,000 Can Get the New
Half-Priced MetroCards  
January 4, 2019, nytimes.com, by J. David Goodman and Jeffery C. Mays  
Only 30,000 New Yorkers — those who already receive cash assistance from the city and are
employed — will be eligible for the cards starting this month. The pool of eligible New Yorkers
would expand in April to about 130,000 people who receive federal food stamps and are working,
Mr. de Blasio and Mr. Johnson said — still a far cry from the 800,000 New Yorkers estimated by
advocates to live below the federal poverty line of $25,000 a year for a family of four...  
The initial launch will include only the half-priced unlimited cards, which are priced at $16 for a
week, or $60.50 for the 30 days and look like ordinary MetroCards. City officials were working
with the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to add the pay-per-ride option in April.

Panel Previews 2019 Rent Regulation Discussion in Albany  
December 5, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Brachfeld  
One of the most contentious issues on the 2019 docket in Albany will be the expiring rent
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regulations that apply to roughly 1 million apartments in New York City and determine several
ways in which rents are capped and when and by how much landlords are allowed to increase
rents or remove a unit from the regulated rolls...  
[T]he New York Housing Conference hosted a panel discussion with key stakeholders in the rent
regulations debate: State Senator Liz Krueger, a Manhattan Democrat; Assemblymember Steven
Cymbrowitz, a Brooklyn Democrat; John Banks, the president of the Real Estate Board of New
York; and Thomas McMahon, principal of consultancy TLM Associates. The hour-long discussion,
which largely focused on rent regulations, but also touched more generally on housing
development, was moderated by Gotham Gazette’s Ben Max.  
“The Senate Democrats will be heavily focused on ensuring an improvement and strengthening of
tenant protections in our rent regulation system,” Krueger said at the event.

[Editor's note: Maybe a model for NYC?]  
Related article: The Fight to Keep Teachers in Tech Hubs From
Being Priced Out  
January 4, 2019, nytimes.com, by Dana Goldstein

 

Government, legislation, rules, policies, administration (including pending)

The special election for Public Advocate will be held on February 26 - apply for
an absentee ballot if you will not or may not be in NYC.  
Everything You Need to Know About the Special Election for
Public Advocate  
January 4, 2019, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid

Related article: Running for New York City Public Advocate?
Create Your Party Name  
January 2, 2019, wsj.com, by Katie Honan  

Related article: Handicapping the Public Advocate Special
Election  
December 6, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Eli Valentin

2 of New York’s Most Influential Offices Are About to Be
Held by One Person  
Dec. 31, 2018, nytimes.com, by J. David Goodman  
Corey Johnson, in his first year as speaker of the New York City Council, has gotten good at
making Mayor Bill de Blasio uncomfortable...Now, Mr. Johnson is about to take a job that was
tailor-made to cause even more agita in City Hall: public advocate. By a quirk of city law, Mr.
Johnson will become the acting public advocate — next in the line of succession to the mayor —
at midnight on Jan. 1.

2018 New York State Budget Revealed: What It Means For
NYC  
Janary 16, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
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Here are the highlights of Gov. Andrew Cuomo's $168 billion budget plan.  
The plan includes a major restructuring of the state tax code to get around new limits on
deductions for state and local taxes. Cuomo also proposed initiatives to close a $4 billion deficit
that emerged before Republican President Donald Trump signed the tax bill in
December...Cuomo...wants to convert most of the state's income tax system to a payroll tax
system that taxes the wages companies pay employees rather than those employees'
income...The change would only apply to wages, not investments or any kind of unearned
income...other pieces of the governor's budget would also have a big effect on the city — namely
his congestion pricing proposal to toll cars entering Manhattan's central businesss
district...Cuomo's budget includes legislation that would end the practice of setting cash bail for
most criminal defendants, require prosecutors to share evidence with defense lawyers more
quickly and speed up the criminal court system...Cuomo's budget includes $26.3 billion in
statewide education aid. That's a $769 million increase from the current year — a smaller hike
than recent years.

What Bill de Blasio said – and didn’t say – in his State of the
City  
January 10, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin  
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 2019 State of the City address was heavy on past successes
and future promises, and light on current weaknesses...vowing to make New York “the fairest big
city in America.”...Left unsaid were the generous state and city subsidies used to lure the tech
giant [Amazon]...De Blasio’s speech...[maintained] New York City’s status as a “sanctuary city” for
immigrants..."There’s plenty of money in this city. It’s just in the wrong hands!” The mayor
continued over applause...the city’s new plan to fight bad landlords, directing a newly created
office to seize buildings from bad landlords and let community-based nonprofit organizations
manage them instead...his plan to promote primary health care for New Yorkers without health
insurance, his support for a law to mandate 10 annual paid vacation days for private sector
workers and expanding free preschool for three-year-olds to the whole city by 2021...and the
mayor made it clear that the Metropolitan Transportation Authority is Albany’s problem to fix...The
mayor took some responsibility for New York City’s troubled transit system, saying more streets
will get dedicated bus lanes and the NYPD would devote a tow truck unit solely to keeping those
lanes free of parked cars. De Blasio also announced a further expansion of the NYC Ferry
system... While he still thinks a millionaires tax is the best way to fund the MTA, he said,
“proposals for congestion pricing have definitely improved.”...The mayor’s Albany wish list was
much longer than just subways. He also mentioned statewide single-payer health care, shifting
rent regulations to favor tenants, making it easier to vote in elections and legalizing marijuana
while expunging past arrest records for the drug...De Blasio closed the speech by framing himself
as a hero of the working class, somebody who has made the city “give back to the working people
the prosperity they have earned.”  
 

As our local representatives return to Albany, there are some issues they can address:  
From State Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin - November 2018  
Voting reforms  
- There were massive problems at the polls, with broken machines and disorganization resulting
in long and frustrating delays for voters. The state needs to address this by modernizing our
voting procedures, and by reforming the New York City Board of Elections, which has proved time
and again that it is not capable of meeting its obligations to the voters.  
- Legislation that would establish a seven-day early voting period for registered New York voters
to vote in-person prior to any primary, special or general election.  
- A constitutional amendment to allow no-excuse absentee voting [also called "voting by mail"].
This measure offers busy New Yorkers more options for casting their ballots.  
- Legislation to create a modern voter registration system that will reduce costs for processing
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voter registrations and maintain complete and accurate voter registration lists.  
- Pre-registration for 16- and 17- year olds to ensure young people are able to vote as soon as
they turn 18.  
- Legislation to shorten the time requirement for changing party registration to 90 days, instead of
the current law that requires party enrollment changes to be made prior to the previous general
election.  
Child Victims Act  
The Child Victims Act, sponsored by Senator Brad Hoylman, would raise the criminal statute of
limitations for several child sexual abuse crimes to age 28, and raise the civil statute of limitations
for causes of action brought by someone seeking redress for physical, psychological or other
injury caused by child sexual abuse to age 50. Additionally, this legislation will create a one-year
window, starting six months from the effective date of the bill, for past victims of child sexual
abuse to initiate lawsuits against their abusers.  
According to the National Sexual Violence Resource Center, one in four girls and one in six boys
will be sexually abused by the time they turn 18, and nearly three-quarters of all reported sexual
assault victims are children. [Currently, for a large number of cases] by the time victims recognize
that they have been abused and are able to tell someone about it, the statute of limitations has
already expired.  

‘It’s just not designed to do its job’: Will New York reform its
state ethics agency?  
December 13, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
This year’s elections in New York saw the issues of public corruption and government ethics
reform take centerstage in several campaigns...Much criticism has been levelled at the state’s
Joint Commission on Public Ethics, or JCOPE, a relatively young agency with a lackluster record
of keeping watch on wrongdoing in state government...  
Now, with Democrats set to take full control of the state Legislature and legislative leaders
signalling a renewed commitment to reform, there’s talk of altering, or even repealing and
replacing JCOPE, with some reform-minded legislators eyeing their new opportunity...Among
them are Assemblymember Tom Abinanti, who wants to reform the agency’s membership, and
State Senator Liz Krueger, who has proposed eliminating JCOPE and creating an entirely new
agency from scratch.

Related article: Cuomo Plans To Include Most Of Agenda In
Budget Proposal  
Cuomo within the first 100 days of his third term wants to see the passage of bills that would
make it easier to vote in New York, a measure designed to strengthen abortion rights, gun control
legislation and campaign finance reforms as well as the legalization of adult use marijuana.  
Some of those bills, like the abortion-rights measure known as the Reproductive Health Act and
the voting law changes, are expected to be approved by the Legislature in the coming weeks,
before the budget is due at the end of March.  

Julie Menin, NYC’s new Census czar, says stakes haven’t
been higher  
January 3, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin  
A Q&A with New York City’s newly appointed census director. Close to 40 percent of our city’s
population are foreign-born immigrants. If they don’t fill out the census, what’s at stake? We’re
talking about $700 billion that the federal government apportions nationwide to over 300 census-
driven programs. It’s everything from our public schools, our senior centers, public housing, job
centers, emergency preparedness. Everything that people really care about is based on the
census!...  
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In 2020, in mid-March, the first mailer is sent out. And for the first time ever, the Census Bureau is
requesting a response online...  
We stand to lose between one and two congressional seats statewide.

Related article: Crippling Childcare Costs Blamed As Birth
Numbers In NY Plummet  
Jan 10, 2019, patch.com, by Adam Nichols  
Not enough babies are being born for the state to maintain its population.  
In May 2018, the Centers for Disease Control revealed that the United States' birth rate hit a 30-
year low in 2017 for nearly all women under the age of 40. A subsequent survey conducted by
The New York Times and Morning Consult found that a big reason adults are having fewer
children is high childcare costs.

Cuomo warns of investigations war if Legislature looks into
his administration  
January 2, 2019, nydailynews.com, by Kenneth Lovett  
“You can always get into an investigations battle,” he said. “They have oversight committees. I
have every state contract, every member-item contract. Every grant that the Legislature does
goes through my government, so I can investigate every one of those.”...  
Cuomo’s administration has been rocked by scandal the last several years leading to the federal
convictions of several top aides, donors and associates. A parade of lawmakers have also seen
prison time...

How the Trash Industry Worked Overtime Trying to Thwart
New York City’s Reform Plans  
Dec. 31, 2018, propublica.org, by Kiera Feldman  
A push against a zoning proposal involved a trade group helmed by a man convicted in a bid-
rigging scheme; $500,000 to a lobbying firm that drafted legislation; and a lawmaker who was
recently in business with one of the major haulers...

Term Limits Heighten Need for Community Boards to
Become Data Literate  
December 5, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Lindsay Poirier

Mysterious Spike in Complaints About Street Signs Moves
Council to Halt Violations  
Jan. 9, 2019, nytimes.com, by Karen Zraick  
The New York City Council voted on Wednesday to institute a two-year moratorium on violations
related to store signs and awnings after a mysterious spike in 311 complaints that led to costly
penalties for small businesses. The bill, which Mayor Bill de Blasio is expected to sign, would also
create an interagency task force to study the issue, waive or return fines for some past violations,
and require the city to provide education and training to help small businesses ensure their signs
comply with the law.  
 

Congresswoman Caroline Maloney email of January 4, 2019  
I was sworn in as a member of the 116th Congress...[I] proudly cast my vote in support of Nancy
Pelosi for Speaker of the House. A few hours later, I voted to reopen the federal government,
which has been partially shutdown for more than two weeks after President Trump...refused to
support a bipartisan bill to keep the federal government fully running. The bills I supported
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yesterday passed the House on a bipartisan basis and it is now up to the Senate to
act...Yesterday I also cosponsored H.R. 1, The For The People Act of 2019, landmark legislation
to clean up corruption and return integrity to Washington, so that we can restore the people’s faith
that government works for the public interest, not the special interests. Here’s what this important
new bill will do:  

Make it easier...to vote by implementing automatic voter registration, requiring early voting
and vote by mail, committing Congress to reauthorizing the Voting Rights Act and ensuring
the integrity of our elections by modernizing and strengthening our voting systems and
ending partisan redistricting.
Reform big money politics by requiring all political organizations to disclose large donors,
updating political advertisement laws for the digital age, establishing a public matching
system for citizen-owned elections and revamping the Federal Election Commission to
ensure there’s a cop on the campaign finance beat.  
Strengthen ethics laws to ensure that public officials work in the public interest, including by
extending conflict of interest laws to the President and Vice President and requiring the
release of their tax returns, closing loopholes that allow former members of Congress to
avoid cooling-off periods for lobbying, breaking the revolving door between industry and the
federal government and establishing a code of conduct for the Supreme Court.

There’s more to do, but I’m proud of our work in these first few days of the new Congress  

 

Stories we are following

(opinion) Secretive Amazon Deal Should Have Us Rethinking
Subsidy Programs and More  
December 12, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Scott Stringer  
The Amazon deal has made it abundantly clear that many aspects of our current tax incentive
programs – two in particular – need to be more closely scrutinized, changed or eliminated.  
First, let’s take a look at the city’s Relocation and Employment Assistance Program, or REAP,
which was originally designed to help attract employment outside of Manhattan’s business
core...REAP doesn’t require recipients to meet performance goals...Lost in the discussion is that
our economy is already doing the work of REAP. Indeed, from 2007 to 2017, 83 percent of new
jobs in New York City were outside of Manhattan, raising the question of whether the REAP
program is needed in a city where businesses are already spreading across the five boroughs on
their own.  
Second, we need to pay close attention to the other benefit offered to Amazon, the Industrial and
Commercial Abatement Program, or ICAP, which offers tax subsidies to companies that renovate
or build on properties in boroughs outside of Manhattan to spur economic development...  
What’s worse, programs like REAP and ICAP are “as-of-right,” which means there’s no discretion
in determining eligibility. If you check the boxes, you get the benefit – whether you’re a startup in
need of help or Amazon, which is valued at $1 trillion...  
[T]here is little to no publicly available information on the particulars of these deals. In the
absence of real detail, it’s impossible to do any serious evaluation of the effectiveness of these
programs in the neighborhoods they are supposed to lift up...  
It’s time we re-evaluate these programs and stop doling out billions of tax dollars without knowing
what we’re getting in return. Instead we should focus our resources in ways that actually serve to
improve the lives of the New Yorkers and not as a handout for wealthy corporations. Above all,
New York City taxpayers deserve transparency and accountability for the use of their money, and
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it’s a price any employer – including Amazon – should be willing to pay to do business in New
York.

(opinion) Juan Williams: Tech companies must be defanged by
government  
December 31, 2018, thehill.com, by Juan Williams [Juan Williams is an author, and a political
analyst for Fox News Channel]  
As the 2020 presidential campaign gets underway, please keep in mind that we are still fighting
the last war — the use of outright lies to divide Americans by race, age and sex for political
purposes in the 2016 and 2018 elections. An honest 2020 election is not possible without
Congress getting its hands dirty by confronting Facebook, Apple, Amazon, Netflix and Google,
the tech corporations often referred to by the acronym ‘FAANG’.  
The FAANG gang say they have no responsibility for the use of social media for hate-mongering
and propaganda — despite the fact that this is now in the tool box of every American political
strategist as well as Russians trying to disrupt our democracy...  
[W]e have evidence of giant tech companies selling their customers’ private information without
their knowledge or, in some cases, permission...Karl Racine, the District of Columbia’s attorney
general, recently filed the first lawsuit against Facebook for allowing Cambridge Analytica to use
personal data from its subscribers. 
But Congress and the Federal Trade Commission remain deaf and silent to the abuse...  
A November poll taken by Survey Monkey for Axios and HBO found that 55 percent of
respondents are concerned the government will not do enough to regulate big technology firms.
The number represents a 15-point increase from when the question was asked one year ago. On
the flip side, the poll also found that 40 percent are concerned that the government will go too far
in regulating the tech companies...  
The free market has not been able to curb the industry’s abuses and excesses. That leaves
government as the only viable route to stop these companies from destroying democracy for
profit.

Federal judge blocks NYC Airbnb disclosure law  
January 3, 2019, cityandstateny.com, by Annie McDonough  
Airbnb argued the new law violates the Constitution.  
Thursday’s decision suggests that the fight to regulate tech giants like Airbnb will be more
contentious than previously thought. The city having access to renters’ names and the addresses
of rental units – as the City Council law would require – may not seem like an extraordinary
overreach. After all, individuals are required to register similar information with the state when
they do something like apply for a driver’s license, and any hotels operating within the city have to
provide even more information. But in the U.S. District Court in Manhattan, Judge Paul
Engelmayer granted Airbnb’s request for an injunction based on the fact that it would likely violate
the Fourth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. Unlike applying for a driver’s license or
registering a hotel, in which individuals disclose their own information, the law would put the
burden on Airbnb to turn over troves of data about its hosts.

Crime Is Down in NYC, But Rape Is a Glaring Exception  
January 3, 2019, wnyc.org, by Yasmeen Khan  
New York City experienced another year of reduced crime, including fewer than 300 murders for
the second year in a row. It was an achievement touted by Mayor de Blasio and Police
Commissioner James O’Neill as once thought unthinkable in a city with more than 8 million
people...And while crime dropped to historic lows in other crime categories, including robberies,
rape was a glaring outlier defying the downward trend.  
Rape reports increased citywide by 22 percent in 2018, compared to the year before. Rape cases
increased in every borough. The mayor and top police officials attributed the increase in rape
cases to a cultural shift in reporting sexual assault: historic underreporting was finally being
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addressed, they said...  
But what is unclear is how equipped the NYPD is to handle an increase in rape cases...Along with
rape, domestic violence murders also saw an uptick in 2018. Citywide, there were 49 domestic
violence deaths last year compared to 45 the year before.

How NYC Ranks Among Best Paying Cities For Jobs  
January 8, 2019, patch.com, by Adam Nichols  
NEW YORK, NY – If you can make it here, you've got a good chance at landing one of the top
paying jobs in the country.

Related article: The 25 Best Jobs of 2019  
January 8, 2019, usnews.com, by Rebecca Koenig  
Health care jobs dominate the list, but software developer wins the crown.

Rich People Are Fleeing New York In Droves, Study Shows  
January 3, 2019, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
More people moved out of New York than into the state last year, with the wealthy leading the
exodus, an annual study shows. 61.5 percent of New York's movers left the state last year — a
rate that ranked fourth in the nation for outbound moves — while just 38.5 percent were coming
in...More than 41 percent of those who left earn $150,000 or more...about 46.2 percent of last
year's inbound movers earn $150,000 or more, according to the study...Work was the most
common thing that drove people to and from New York, the study shows. More than 60 percent of
those who moved to the state did so primarily for a job, while about 44 percent of those who left
did the same.

 

 

Consumer alerts and scams

Buying an internet-connected smart toy? Read This  
December 6, 2018, by Cristina Miranda, Division of Consumer and Business Education, Federal
Trade Commission (The FTC is closed due to the partial government shutdown).  
The new internet-connected smart toys with cameras, microphones, and sensors learn your kids’
voices (and yours), silently collect data on each interaction, listen to conversations, and share
their location while kids play. Internet-connected smart toys have opened up a whole new set of
possibilities for toys — experiences that are educational, just plain cool, or both. But smart toys
run the risk of being hacked by criminals, or having their data misused, just like any other device.  
Do your research: Have there been security issues or recalls reported for this smart toy? Search
online for the toy’s name, the company that makes it, plus the words “complaint,” “security,” and
“privacy.” What do watchdog and safe harbor groups have to say about it? Many offer smart toy
recommendations.  
Understand the smart toy’s features: Does the toy come with a camera or microphone? What
will it be recording, and will you know when the camera or microphone is on? Are you okay with a
toy that sends email to your child or connects to social media accounts? Can parents control the
toy and be involved in its setup and management?  
Understand what information the smart toy collects, and how it will be used: What kind of
information does the toy collect when your child plays with it? Where is this data (including
pictures and recordings) stored, how is it shared, and who has access to it? Does the toy
company give parents a way to see and delete the data? If the toy collects personal information
from your child under 13 years old, the toy company has to tell you about its privacy practices,

https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/glbhn/how-nyc-ranks-among-best-paying-cities-for-jobs
http://patch.com/
https://money.usnews.com/money/careers/slideshows/the-25-best-jobs
http://usnews.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/gl6ps/rich-people-are-fleeing-new-york-in-droves-study-shows
http://patch.com/
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2018/12/buying-internet-connected-smart-toy-read


ask for your consent, and give you the right to have your child’s personal information deleted.  
For more information, check out the FTC Protecting Kids Online page:
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/topics/protecting-kids-online
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