
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice
does not interest you, please disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members:  
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts 
 

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website if you need information about government resources, mental health programs, heat season rules, contact
information for local elected officials, and more.

 

 For Murray Hill street closures visit Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org.

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information about the MHNA committees can be found on
www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees.

 
Shop amazon.com via this link, and support The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association!

 

Information that may be of interest...December 17, 2018  

 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/resources/select_resources.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Resources&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20join%20a%20committee
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.amazon.com//ref=as_sl_pd_tf_lc?&tag=murrahillneig-20


Link to our Privacy Statement  

 

 

 

Murray Hill photo album  

   

Holiday trees on the Murray Hill Malls  
on Park Avenue

Landmark Setback House on 38th Street  
Between Lexington & 3rd Avenue

The Morgan Library & Museum  
Holiday Decorations

  

Church of the Covenant  
Blessing of the Animals   

Read about the MHNA Murray Hill Business Networking Event

Murray Hill Businesses Learn Tips and Best Practices for Social Media  
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Business Committee arranged a networking breakfast and panel discussion for Murray Hill businesses on December 6.
The topic was So Much Social Media But Too Little Time? How to Turn Clicks into Customers. This event was hosted by the Turtle Bay Music School located at 330
East 38th Street. Breakfast was provided by Bagel Boss.  

All of the presenters are business owners and social media experts. The panel was moderated by Heather Dolland, founder of All the Tastes of New York
@allthetastesnyc. Panelists were David Ganulin, founder of Local Mobile Marketing Solutions @localmobiletoday, Jon Harari, CEO and co-founder of WindowsWear
@jonharari, MJ Pedone, President of Indra Public Relations, and Francilia Wilkins Rahim, CEO and Founder of F. Wilkins Consultants @franciliawilkinsrahim. Photo::
Panelists David Ganulin, MJ Pedone, Francilia Wilkins Rahim, Jon Harari and moderator Heather Dolland. Participants at the event.  
Learn More  
 

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0
https://maps.google.com/?q=330+East+38th+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
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http://www.jonharari.com/
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https://www.rfwconsultants.com/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11292&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar


Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

December 17   7pm  
Christmas in New York - GOSPEL EXTRAVAGANZA  
A Night of Praise, Worship and Celebration of Christmas featuring : Shiloh Baptist Church (Trenton, NJ); French Evangelical Church (NYC), Infinity Mennonite Church
(Harlem, NY) and Church of the Covenant (Midtown East). To support the Mission and Conference of Non-Governmental Organzations (CoNGO).
www:covenantchurchnyc.com. Flier.  
at the Church of the Covenant  
310 East 42nd Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenue)

 

Wednesday, December 19       6:30pm (doors open at 5pm and close at 7pm)  
Town Hall: Working for Council District 4 with Mayor Bill de Blasio  
Presented by Council Member Keith Powers with Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, U.S. Representative Carolyn B. Maloney, State Senator Liz Krueger and
Assembly Member Dan Quart. Space is limited. RSVP by December 18 at www.nyc.gov/cd4townhall or email manhattantownhall@cityhall.nyc.gov or call 212-788-
2781.  
at Hunter College - West Building  
904 Lexington Avenue (corner of 68th Street)

 

Murray Hill (and Kips Bay) in the news

VIDEO: Man Beats Chest After Smashing Synagogue Glass  
December 12, 2018, patch.com, by Caroline Spivack  
KIPS BAY, NY — A man smashed a glass message board at an East Side synagogue and celebrated by beating his chest and fist bumping his buddy.  
Anyone with information in regard to this incident is asked to call the NYPD's Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 1-888-57-PISTA
(74782).

Creepy Mister Softee Mystery Solved: Meet The Man Who Uses LinkNYC To Freak Out NYers  
December 13, 2018, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz  
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On the day before Halloween, nearly six months after we were first puzzled by the slo-mo Mister Softee jingle invading the sidewalk Wi-Fi tablets of New York City, I
received a cryptic email that began as follows: "I'm the one who's been making the LinkNYC kiosks blast Mister Softee, and other noises and sounds...The email was
unsigned, delivered only under the moniker "stupid city." It contained a 2,000 word manifesto outlining the motives and methods for the writer's ongoing manipulation
of the ubiquitous kiosks. It was neither a prank nor a hack, he clarified, but something he deemed street theater — "an ephemeral kind of performance art that
subverts a repugnant piece of street furniture (LinkNYC)."...The fact that LinkNYC is effectively underwritten by Google, through its subsidiary Sidewalk Labs, which
was founded by former deputy mayor and "smart city"-booster Dan Doctoroff, likely did not cushion the blow for the self-identified artist...His core beef with LinkNYC is
rooted in the singular fact that they claim to be "the payphone of the future," when their primary purpose seems to be serving up digital advertisements to non-
consenting pedestrians...a spokesperson for the NYC Department of Information Technology & Telecommunications told Gothamist: "Considering that more than five
million people have used LinkNYC because it’s fast, free, safe, and useful, it makes sense that among them there’s a prankster."

 

Resources for businesses at SIBL

Sign up for the 2019 NY StartUP! Business Plan Competition
If you’d like to start a business next year or are just starting one, you can sign up for the 2019 NY StartUP! Business Plan Competition -- the first-place winner gets
$15,000! Entry forms must be submitted by January 31. Check out eligibility and requirements as well as the schedule for the orientation sessions that will take place
here at the Business Library in December and January.

FREE legal, financial, and/or marketing advice
Do you need legal, financial, and/or marketing advice for your business? Start Small Think Big provides these services to entrepreneurs through in-house experts and
their extensive network of pro bono partners. It's free of charge if you qualify. You can see them at their office in Harlem, or come see them (by appointment only) at
SIBL, as they serve patrons at SIBL once every two months. Schedule an appointment at this link.  
at the Science, Industry & Business Library  
188 Madison Avenue (between 34th and 35th Street)

FREE Small Meeting Rooms in Midtown Manhattan  
The Business Library (SIBL) has free small meeting rooms (2 to 6 people, or 6-10 people Saturdays only) available to the public during library hours. Time slots are 1-
2 hours. All you need to do is to book a meeting room online. SIBL Small Group Meeting Rooms: Online Request Form https://www.nypl.org/about/
locations/sibl/meeting-room  
at Science, Industry & Business Library  
188 Madison Avenue (between 34th and 35th Street)

 

 

New York Police Say They Will Deploy 14 Drones  
Dec. 4, 2018, nytimes.com, by Ashley Southall and Ali Winston  
Law-enforcement agencies across the country have adopted aerial drones to map crime scenes, monitor large events and aid search-and-rescue operations. But the
high-flying devices have also triggered backlash over fears they will be used to spy on law-abiding citizens.

 

The Redesign of St. Vartan Park  
Source: New York City Council Member Keith Powers's email of December 7, 2018  
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This year, the City allotted $4.9 million to redesign St. Vartan Park at East 35th Street and First Avenue. The redesign will focus on the multipurpose play area of the
park and will convert the asphalt field into a synthetic turf field. On November 28, the Parks Department held a scoping session to gather community input on how to
improve the park. If you were unable to attend this meeting, you can contact the Parks Department to share your feedback and ideas, call Outreach Coordinator
Ashley Kuenneke at 212-408-0214 or email ashley.kuenneke@parks.nyc.gov.  

 

Changes in the neighborhood

Lalezarian Properties snags Murray Hill development site for $80M  
December 10, 2018, therealdeal.com, by Rich Bockmann  
Kevin Lalezarian bought a development site at the corner of 34th Street and Third Avenue in Murray Hill for...$79.5 million to purchase the five parcels from the Riese
Organization...[in an off-market deal]. The five properties had addresses at 207-211 East 34th Street and 507-511 Third Avenue. A handful of five-story tenement
buildings sit on the site...Last year China Overseas Land & Investment a subsidiary of the state-owned development giant China State Construction Engineering
Corporation [bought] a development site at the opposite corner of 34th Street and Third.

756-Foot-Tall & 51-Story 126 Madison Avenue Begins To Get Its Facade In NoMad  
December 6, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Handel Architects is designing a new residential tower to NoMad at 15 East 30th Street, aka 126 Madison Avenue, which is currently the 25th tallest skyscraper under
construction in the Five Boroughs. It sits to the north of 11 East 29th Street, aka Sky House, which is considered to be the first slender residential tower in New York
City. Handel’s 51-story, 756-foot-tall building also features a slender profile as viewed from both north and south perspectives.

 

These 3 NYC Neighborhoods Have Seen Home Prices Plunge  
Dec 9, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The [Property Shark] real estate website compiled a "top 50" list of the most expensive neighborhoods of this year based on residential property sales closed between
Jan. 1 and Nov. 23.  
[Editor's note: Murray Hill is 38th on the list, and prices rose in the past year.]

 

What was your favorite new project of 2018?
Nominate your favorite project for the Municipal Art Society's MASterworks Award. Deadline to Nominate: Tuesday, January 15, 2019.  

Projects can be nominated in up to two of the following categories:

Best New Building for outstanding architectural design  
Best Urban Landscape for a new or revitalized open space that contributes to livability and resilience  
Best Restoration for a project that expertly enhances the original qualities of a significant historic building or structure  
Best Adaptive Reuse for a project that demonstrates exceptional creativity in adaptive reuse of an existing building or structure  
Best New Urban Amenity for an addition to the built environment that contributes to a more livable city  
Best New Infrastructure for distinctive design in public service projects

Winning projects will be presented with awards at MAS's annual awards ceremony, Celebrating the City, which will take place in the spring of 2019. Details to be
announced.  
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2019 MASterworks Jury: Barry Bergdoll, Meyer Schapiro Professor of Art History and Archaeology, Columbia University and Curator, Department of Architecture and
Design, MoMA, J. Yolande Daniels, Co-founding Partner, studioSUMO, Visiting Associate Professor, MIT School of Architecture and Eero Saarinen Visiting Professor,
Yale University School of Architecture, Benjamin Prosky, Assoc. AIA | Executive Director, AIA New York / Center for Architecture, Suchi Reddy, Founder, Reddymade,
Anne Van Ingen, Chair, Preservation League of New York State.  
Nomination Form. For informaton email at events@mas.org.

 

And a situation that needs a project...

Floods Drench These NYC Neighborhoods Most, Study Shows  
Dec 5, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
[Editor's note: Midtown South is 5th on the list.]  
Complaints about flooding have spiked across New York City in an unusually wet year...according to a Localize.city analysis...Heavy showers can cause sewers to
back up, and streets are flooded when runoff is unable to be absorbed, says Localize.city urban planner Olivia Jovine.

 

Creating a Comprehensive Tourism Plan for Our City 
Source: New York City Council Member Keith Powers's email of December 7, 2018  
On November 28, Council member Keith Powers introduced a bill with Council Members Paul Vallone and Jimmy Van Bramer that would create an online tourism
dashboard to report on tourism statistics throughout the City, allowing the NYC government to track information about the impact of tourism on our economy. The
dashboard would show metrics on tourism and hospitality industry jobs, trends, and salaries on a neighborhood-by-neighborhood basis, making it easier to identify
potential areas of job growth. New York’s tourism and hospitality industry currently employs over 290,000 people--more than the finance sector and double the tech
sector. It is essential that the City develops a comprehensive plan to both support tourism and manage its effects on our infrastructure.

 

Environment 

New Bill to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions  
Source: New York City Council Member Keith Powers's email of December 7, 2018  
The City has set an ambitious goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 80 percent by 2050 and powering all municipal government operations with renewable
energy sources. Council member Keith Powers supports legislation that addresses climate change by taking a look at our city’s buildings. Buildings are currently
responsible for two-thirds of the city’s greenhouse gas emissions. The legislation would require buildings over 25,000 square feet to be retrofitted to reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions starting in the year 2022. He is confident these updates will make meaningful progress for our environment.

(opinion) For the Future of Our Communities, Labor Support for The Green New Deal  
December 12, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Hector Figueroa [President of 32BJ of the Service Employees International Union]  
Last week Representative-elect Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez announced the introduction of the Green New Deal, a plan to make climate change, clean air, clean water,
and reductions in pollution a priority for the new Congress when its members take office in January...As a union representing 163,000 doormen, security officers,
cleaners, and airport workers up and down the east coast, we support this bold vision to reduce greenhouse gasses, switch to renewable energies, and create good
jobs.

 

Legislation, policies, rules...(including pending)
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New York Lawmakers Will Soon Be Highest Paid In The Nation  
Dec 7, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The state's Compensation Committee voted Thursday to increase legislators' annual salary to $130,000 by 2021, up about 63 percent from their current pay of
$79,500. The hike will be phased in over three years, with the salary growing to $110,000 on Jan. 1 of next year and $120,000 in 2020. The move marks the first raise
in two decades for state lawmakers, who are only in session for about six months each year...  
[T]he committee moved to cap lawmakers' outside income at 15 percent of their salary starting on New Year's Day 2020, similar to the limit in place for members of
Congress.  
It also recommended doing away with the stipends known as "lulus" that lawmakers get for chairing committees or taking other leadership roles...The committee must
submit its recommendations in a report to the Legislature and Gov. Andrew Cuomo by Dec. 10. They will take effect unless the Legislature moves to reject or amend
them.

Related article: Raise Ruckus  
December 7, 2018, nystateofpolitics.com, by Zack Fink  
A handful of conversations with members of the Assembly reveals that many are very unhappy about the Compensation Committee’s proposed pay increase.

Related article: Conservative Party Blasts Outside Income Cap  
December 7, 2018, nystateofpolitics.com,  by Nick Reisman 

EXCLUSIVE: Councilman proposes creating 'Office of Cyber Command' for NYC to combat hackers  
December 10, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Jillian Jorgensen  
[Councilman Ritchie Torres is] introducing legislation this week to create the Office of Cyber Command — which would codify into law an initiative of the same name
that Mayor de Blasio has started [in 2017].

 
Child Victims Act getting a hard second look amid concerns  
December 9, 2018, newsday.com, by Michael Gormley  
ALBANY — The Assembly's Democratic majority easily passed the Child Victims Act for the past two years and Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has supported it, but the bill
stood no chance of becoming law because of opposition by the Senate’s then-Republican majority...[L]egislative supporters and Cuomo are re-evaluating the
consequences, particularly over a “look-back” provision that will provide a year for victims to bring up cases that may have happened decades ago.

 
For Police, a New Alternative to Arrests or Emergency Rooms  
Published by WNYC News  
Police often interact with people who are mentally ill or in the throes of addiction. And their choices for how to respond are limited. Often-times, they make an arrest or
transport someone to a hospital emergency room. But soon there will be a third choice — dropping them off at a so-called diversion center where they can get proper
help...[T]he city announced that they signed 10-year leases for centers in East Harlem and the North Bronx...Only police in the two precincts that surround the centers
will be allowed to drop people off.

 

Traffic & transportation

Are we losing sight of what congestion pricing is all about?  
December 7, 2018, ny.curbed.com, by Aaron Gordon  
There are signs one of congestion pricing’s core goals is being placed on the back burner: improving outer borough transit...It’s also worth remembering that
congestion pricing won’t take effect overnight. Wylde estimates it will take at least two years to put in the system.
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MTA may curb fare evasion with ‘physical blocks’ on subways, buses  
December 4, 2018, curbed.com, by Ameena Walker  
During an MTA board meeting, [New York city Transit President Andy] Byford stated that executives from the agency’s main office will soon be tasked with patrolling
subway stations and buses to physically block anyone attempting to score a free ride...The MTA claims that fare evasion will lead to $215 million in lost revenue this
year. Byford stated that roughly 16 percent of bus riders skip the fare, while about four percent of subway riders hop the turnstiles.

Fare Hikes Grow Nearer As MTA Budget Passes  
December 13, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority took another step toward fare increases Wednesday by passing a budget that relies on them. The beleaguered agency's
nearly $17 billion 2019 budget includes about $270 million in revenue from a 4 percent fare and toll hike planned for next year...Some board members, despite getting
behind the budget, said the MTA has to...get costs more under control.

TLC approves historic pay rules for app-based drivers  
December 4, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Matthew Flamm  
Driver groups declare victory and claim credit for the win—while Uber, Lyft and Juno find a lot to complain about.  
The Taxi and Limousine Commission made history this morning, when its commissioners voted to set the first minimum-pay rate in the nation for app-based drivers.
The rules, which will go into effect in 30 days, call for a minimum gross pay of $27.86 per hour, which will boil down to $17.22 after expenses. That is the equivalent of
$15 per hour for an independent contractor, including paid sick leave and payroll taxes.  
 
 

Communities fighting to control their own destiny

City Council, Borough Pres sue City Planning over Two Bridges towers  
December 7, 2018, cityandstatemedia.com, by Zoe Rosenberg   
In addition, a handful of community groups have begun pursuing a rezoning of the area. 

Secretive Amazon Deal Should Have Us Rethinking Subsidy Programs and More  
December 12, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Scott Stringer

Employees at Amazon's New NYC Warehouse Launch Union Push  
December 11, 2018, bloomberg.com, by Josh Eidelson  
A committee of employees at Amazon’s recently opened Staten Island fulfillment center is going public with a unionization campaign, a fresh challenge to the e-
commerce giant in a city where it plans to build a major new campus...Employees backing the union effort said in interviews Tuesday that the issues at the warehouse
include safety concerns, inadequate pay, and 12-hour shifts with insufficient breaks and unreasonable hourly quotas, after which they lose more of their day waiting
unpaid in long lines for security checks.

 

Amazon taking aim at Madison Avenue  
December 10, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Matthew Flamm  
HQ2 is all about growing the company - now the third-biggest advertising platform - into an even bigger powerhouse.  
During the dozen years that Barry Lowenthal has been running The Media Kitchen, he has seen many changes affect the advertising industry. Lately one of them is an
increasing shortage of talent. He has 11 job openings at his 110-person media-planning agency in SoHo...Some of the open positions are attributable to growth, but
others are a result of competition — which will become more acute when Amazon, the country’s third-largest digital advertising platform, builds its second
headquarters in Long Island City.  
“We lose a lot of people to Google and Facebook,” Lowenthal said. “I imagine now it’s going to be that much easier to lose people to Amazon too.”  
It is one of the ironies of Amazon’s selection of New York for a campus that eventually is expected to bring 25,000 jobs to the city: A lot of those hires will be poached.
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What Amazon Could Learn From Google in New York City  
December 14, 2018, nytimes.com, by Winnie Hu and J. David Goodman  
[Google]’s slow expansion over two decades in New York City — from a single employee in 2000 to more than 7,000 today — gave the tech giant the chance to adapt
its West Coast ideas to the confines of crowded New York City...But though Google has been generous with its time and space, it has been less so with its money,
according to Brad Hoylman, the local state senator. “There’s a sense in the local community that they could ramp up their giving,” said Mr. Hoylman, a Democrat.
“Technology hasn’t yet figured out that New York City is their home, too.”...But as Google has expanded, it has also replaced smaller companies, including some that
have left the neighborhood. Workers from those companies are no longer around to support local restaurants and stores. And Google workers, supplied with free food
and entertainment, have not taken their place. As a result, some businesses are not as enthusiastic about Google...Some residents also worry that Google is taking
over too much of their neighborhood...[Pamela] Wolff, a member of Save Chelsea, a preservation group, said she did not object when Google first came to Chelsea,
but that now it needs to be “watched like a hawk.”  

Department of Buildings Office of the Tenant Advocate  
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's December 2018 Community Bulletin

The Office of the Tenant Advocate (OTA), established by Local Law 161 of 2017, serves as a resource to tenants who are affected by work in occupied multiple family
dwellings. Tenants may contact OTA with comments, questions and complaints concerning construction in occupied multiple family dwellings. Tenants may also
contact OTA if they have questions or concerns related to Tenant Protection Plans. You may contact the Tenant Advocate at 212-393-2949 or
TenantAdvocate@buildings.nyc.gov.

This is also posted in Resources on the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org.

 

Housing, affordability & homelessness

Exclusive: De Blasio to convert nearly 500 NYC 'cluster site' homeless apartments to affordable
housing  
December 4, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Michael Gartland  
With the exploding number of homeless still hovering at record levels, Mayor de Blasio will announce Tuesday a nearly-done deal to convert 468 shelter apartments
into permanent, affordable apartments for the homeless. 

Supporting New Regulations Implementing NYC Illegal Hotel Legislation  
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's December 2018 Community Bulletin  
Earlier this year, the City Council unanimously passed regulations to protect our neighborhoods by requiring online platforms like Airbnb to provide enforcement
officials with basic data on their listings. But despite sharing this same data with cities across the globe, Airbnb refuses to do so in New York because they make
hundreds of millions of dollars here – more than in any other U.S. city – off of illegal rentals.  
The NYC Office of Special Enforcement (OSE) has now drafted rules to implement the new law. Senator Liz Krueger strongly supports the law as well as the
proposed regulations. If you would like to support the regulations you can write to OSE using the following link: https://mobilize4change.org/DLeDpig. It provides
sample language that you should feel free to modify to reflect your particular concerns.

Home Stability Support  
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's December 2018 Community Bulletin  
State Senator Liz Krueger recently introduced a Senate version of Assemblymember Andrew Hevesi’s Home Stability Support (HSS) legislation (A.8178/S.9195). This
bill would create a new statewide rent supplement for families and individuals eligible for public assistance who are homeless or facing an imminent loss of
housing...Keeping people out of the shelter system and in permanent housing improves quality of life, provides the stability for people to move to self-sufficiency, and
results in improved educational outcomes for children.
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Predatory Landlords Bill Package  
Source: New York City Council Member Keith Powers's email of December 7, 2018  
On November 28, Council member Keith Powers introduced a bill that would deny any permits for one year to property owners who falsely state the number of
occupied units in the building in City filings. This bill is part of a larger package of legislation to close loopholes and address abusive practices by predatory landlords
in New York City. Currently, 57 percent of the City's 2.1 million rental units are rent-regulated. Some landlords exploit loopholes to move these regulated apartments
into the free market.   

Panel Previews 2019 Rent Regulation Discussion in Albany  
December 05, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Brachfeld  
[T]he New York Housing Conference hosted a panel discussion with key stakeholders in the rent regulations debate [with panelists] State Senator Liz Krueger, a
Manhattan Democrat; Assemblymember Steven Cymbrowitz, a Brooklyn Democrat; John Banks, the president of the Real Estate Board of New York; and Thomas
McMahon, principal of consultancy TLM Associates. The hour-long discussion, which largely focused on rent regulations, but also touched more generally on housing
development, was moderated by Gotham Gazette’s Ben Max...  
“The Senate Democrats will be heavily focused on ensuring an improvement and strengthening of tenant protections in our rent regulation system,” Krueger said at
the event...  
The state’s rent regulation laws are set to expire in June, two months after the state budget is due. Working rent reforms into the budget would provide faster
resolution and may offer an opportunity for broader horse-trading as often happens in Albany, but a rushed job could also...fail to adequately address the issue...  
For Banks, whose organization is made up of and lobbies on behalf of the city’s largest real estate developers and landlords, reforms pose a fundamental threat to the
industry’s ability to do business...Banks, as well as the other panelists, also singled out the city’s property tax system as a culprit in the increasing unaffordability of
housing. A commission jointly empaneled by the mayor and City Council is currently working to discuss potential reforms to the property tax system, and City
Comptroller Scott Stringer introduced a housing proposal last week to fundamentally alter the city’s real estate tax scheme...  
On the issue of public housing, both Krueger and Cymbrowitz lent their support to using Rental Assistance Demonstration, which Mayor de Blasio recently announced
would be expanded to dozens of developments throughout the city and leverages both federal vouchers and private funding to allow private companies to manage
NYCHA properties, providing additional sources of revenue for housing authority developments and key upgrades to the deteriorating housing stock...  
Krueger also didn’t outright dismiss the idea of building on unused NYCHA land, a controversial process known as “infill,” but argued that the balance of market-rate
and affordable units needed to be carefully found...

NYC For All: The Housing We Need  
New York City Comptroller Scott M. Stringer's affordable housing plan  
Executive Summary: The last decade has brought record growth in jobs and residents, but also a crushing increase in the burden of housing costs. The most pressing
need is among some 515,000 of the lowest-income households. The current allocation of affordable housing resources does not match the need. The City should
direct capital budget resources toward more deeply affordable housing, should create an operating subsidy program to help make apartments affordable for extremely
and very low-income households, must triple the set-aside of new apartments for homeless families, should eliminate the mortgage recording tax on home purchases
and replace it with a more progressive real property transfer tax, and should work with non-profit developers to build permanently affordable housing on vacant, city-
owned lots.

City Council backs Albany bill to create ‘Medicare for all’  
December 6, 2018, nypost.com, by Yoav Gonen  
The council was acting in an advisory capacity because it has no direct say in the matter...Gottfried said that even with the added costs of extending coverage to the
uninsured, his plan would yield a net gain of $19 billion annually.

 

Public Service Announcements

Baltimore Mayor Chairs the City’s Complete Count Committee  
December 11, 2018, census.gov, by Nesreen Khashan  
This story is part of an occasional series to showcase the work that communities, governments, organizations and businesses are doing to help the U.S. Census
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Bureau count everyone in 2020.  
What Are CCCs (Complete Count Committees)?  
CCCs are volunteer committees established by tribal, state and local governments as well as community leaders or organizations to increase awareness and motivate
residents to respond to the 2020 Census. CCC members are local trusted voices who play a key role in ensuring a complete and accurate count.

FTC Seeks Comment on Identity Theft Detection Rules  
The Federal Trade Commission is seeking comment on whether the agency should make changes to rules requiring that financial institutions and creditors take
certain steps to detect signs of identity theft affecting their customers. The deadline for submitting comments is February 11, 2019.  
As part of the Commission’s periodic review of all its rules and guides, the FTC is seeking comment on whether any modifications should be made to the Red Flags
Rule and the Card Issuers Rule. The Red Flags Rule requires financial institutions and some creditors to implement a written identity theft prevention program
designed to detect the “red flags” of identity theft in their day-to-day operations, take steps to prevent it, and mitigate its damage...Identity theft was the second biggest
category of consumer complaints made to the FTC in 2017 and the third biggest topic of complaints through the first three quarters of 2018.  
 

Two cautionary tales

For N.Y.’s Foster Children, Running Away Can Lead to Handcuffs  
December 6, 2018, nytimes.com, by Ali Watkins  
In Family Court hearings every month, the A.C.S. [Administration for Children’s Services] is quietly being granted [runaway] arrest warrants to detain foster
children...whose only transgression is leaving the agency’s care. The unusually draconian strategy has little precedent in any state’s foster care system, and it is
unclear if the A.C.S. even has the authority to use such warrants under New York State law...A review of foster care policies across the country shows no other similar
practice of using arrest warrants to detain runaways. Many other states use court orders or court-ordered requests to pick up a child, often deploying protective
officers or caseworkers who are not in uniform...“In most cases, they are going home to their home communities to spend time with their families and friends,” [Betsy
Kramer, director of special litigation at the Manhattan-based Lawyers for Children] said of missing youth. “To subject them to arrest for that is just really particularly
egregious.”

‘I’m Petitioning … for the Return of My Life’  
December 7, 2018, nytimes, by John Leland  
When Phyllis Funke hit bottom, the court appointed a guardian to prop her up. The remedy is like prison, she said. But “at least in prison you have rights.”...Last
month, the United States Senate Committee on Aging called for massive reforms in the guardianship system, warning that “unscrupulous guardians” have used their
position to get control of vulnerable people and then “liquidate assets and savings for their own personal benefit.”...In a country that guarantees the right to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness, at what point does a person forfeit the right to make bad decisions?...When New York enacted its statute governing guardianship for
older or frail adults, Article 81 of the Mental Hygiene Law, in 1992 (a different statute covers people with intellectual or developmental disabilities), it was considered a
progressive model, requiring guardians to provide the least restrictive conditions possible and consider their wards’ preferences in all decisions...  
If you made that call to Adult Protective Services about Ms. Funke, did you do the right thing? The initial intervention brought her back from the edge of malnutrition
and dehydration. Judge Kelly stopped the eviction proceedings and ordered help to keep the clutter from returning. But at what cost?...  
Claude Pepper, a congressman from Florida, once called guardianship “the most punitive civil penalty that can be levied against an American citizen, with the
exception, of course, of the death penalty.”

[Editor's note: the only way to protect your children and yourself against the above outcomes is to have all of your legal documents in order: Powers of Attorney,
guardianships, etc.]

 

Post office

Trump administration recommends postal reforms that could raise rates, setting up fight with Amazon  
December 4, 2018, thehill.com, by Jordan Fabian  
The Trump administration on Tuesday called on the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) to make sweeping reforms that could raise shipping rates for certain packages, a
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move that could inflame tensions with online retailers like Amazon, a frequent punching bag for President Trump.  
The administration's USPS task force said in a new report that the changes are needed to bring in more revenue for the cash-strapped Postal Service, which reported
$3.9 billion in losses in fiscal 2018.  
The task force...declined to endorse privatizing the Postal Service, a proposal that was initially floated by the administration earlier this year as part of a broader plan
to reorganize the federal government.  
The Postal Service has lost money for more than a decade, as the rise of email has significantly cut the volume of traditional, first-class mail. The task force said the
USPS currently has a net deficit of $62 billion.  

Volunteer & civic opportunity
February 8      5pm  
Deadline for applications for Manhattan Community Board membership  
The Manhattan Borough President's Office is looking for passionate and engaged New Yorkers who are dedicated to making a difference in their neighborhoods.
Community Boards play an important role in shaping the character of our city. If you live or work in Manhattan, you’re eligible to apply for the 2019-2021 class of board
members!  
You can apply online or complete a paper application. The online application must be completed in one sitting, so read the application first and prepare your answers
offline. After you apply, the MBP's office will contact you about next steps in the screening and interview process. They’ll announce appointments in the spring.  
Online application: https://manhattancommunityboards.wufoo.com/forms/manhattan-community-board-2019-application  
PDF: http://manhattanbp.nyc.gov/downloads/pdf/2019%20Community%20Board%20application.pdf

 

Charter revision (Mayoral)

Next Steps for 3 City Charter Revisions Passed Election Day  
December 03, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid & Ben Brachfeld  
Voters approved three ballot proposals on Election Day to amend the New York City charter, the city’s foundational governing document -- the local constitution. The
proposals related to the city’s campaign finance system, civic engagement, and community boards...  
Proposal 1, which lowers campaign contribution limits in city elections and enhances the city’s public-matching campaign finance program, passed with 80.3 percent
approval...The goal is to empower small-dollar donors, giving their contributions a greater impact and disincentivizing candidates from depending on larger, wealthier
donors and PACs. In theory, it allows first-time candidates not backed by deep-pocketed donors to run more competitive races...  
Proposal 2, which creates a civic engagement commission tasked with implementing a citywide participatory budgeting program and other initiatives, passed with
65.5 percent approval...  
Proposal 3, which establishes term limits for community board members and institutes a set of new requirements around the community board application process
and more, passed with 72.3 percent approval...Community board members, who are appointed by Borough Presidents...will now be allowed only to serve four
consecutive two-year terms..., but they will be allowed to be reappointed after a two-year interregnum...Borough Presidents will also be required to seek out diverse
candidates for community board appointments, ensuring that different geographic areas are adequately represented...While community boards do not have a binding
vote on land use and development matters, local City Council members often strongly consider and align with their home community boards. 

Medical alert

Mysterious Polio-Like Illness Confirmed In 3 NYC Children: CDC  
Dec 11, 2018, patch.com, by Adam Nichols  
NEW YORK CITY, NY – A paralyzing polio-like illness has sickened at least three children in New York City...confirmed to have acute flaccid myelitis. The federal
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said Monday that it's unclear what is causing the illness which causes some children to lose the ability to move their face,
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neck, back, arms or legs. Symptoms tend to appear about a week after patients had a fever or respiratory disease. For an illness to be counted as AFM, the
diagnoses must include an MRI scan that show lesions in the part of the spinal cord that controls muscles. 

Fraud alerts

The Marriott data breach  
Source: Federal Trade Commission  
December 4, 2018, by Seena Gressin, Attorney, Division of Consumer & Business Education, FTC  
Marriott International says that a breach of its Starwood guest reservation database exposed the personal information of up to 500 million people. If your information
was exposed, there are steps you can take to help guard against its misuse...The hotel chain says the breach began in 2014 and anyone who made a reservation at a
Starwood property on or before September 10, 2018 could be affected. Starwood brands include W Hotels, St. Regis, Sheraton Hotels & Resorts, Westin Hotels &
Resorts, Le Méridien Hotels & Resorts, and other hotel and timeshare properties. The company set up an informational website, https://answers.kroll.com, and a call
center, 877-273-9481, to answer questions. It says affected customers also can sign up for a year of free services that will monitor websites that criminals use to share
people’s personal information. To learn more about protecting yourself after a data breach, visit IdentityTheft.gov/databreach

Family and friend imposter scams  
Source: The Federal Trade Commission  
Imposter scams come in many varieties, but work the same way: a scammer pretends to be someone you trust to convince you to send them money. Learn how to
spot an imposter scam. These scammers often call seniors claiming to be a grandchild. Scammers claiming to be a loved one in trouble are getting people to send
thousands of dollars in cash. The FTC urges those who might get such a call to not act right away. Instead, the FTC recommends calling the family member or friend
using a known number, or checking out the request with someone else in their family or a mutual friend.   

 

If you are not a member  
or your membership has lapsed   

please join/renew now
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Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 
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