
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing the information
as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for
Weekly Eblasts 2018.

 

 

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members:  
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts 

 

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government resources, substance abuse
programs, heat season rules, contact information for local elected officials, and more.

For Murray Hill road closures for public projects and street fair information, visit Traffic Updates
on www.murrayhillnyc.org.

 

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information about the MHNA
committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees.

 

Link to our Privacy Statement  

 

 

Murray Hill Photo Album  
Pictures from the tree lighting and Menorah lighting

Information that may be of interest...December 3, 2018  
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http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0


    

Vickie Spagnola, POPA chair for 2019,  
and John Chadwick, POPA chair for 2018,  

oversee the manicuring of the malls  
for the annual tree lighting event.  
POPA supports the maintenance  

of the Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue.

 Not just kids enjoyed Santa  
in front of the Park Avenue Tavern  

at 99 Park Avenue!

Our very own Murray Hill Santa  
(Eugene Bartow) and  

MHNA President, Diane Bartow.

 

 

 Nobody too young to party! Ponies on Park  Holiday lights in front of Church of Our Saviour

   

 The Hanukkah Menorah is lit at 35th and Park Rabbi Plaut of the  
Metropolitan Synagogue  

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=99+Park+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g


after the First Night prayers
 

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

Full details about the panelists are now available.

Thursday, December 6       9-11am  
So much Social Media but too little time? How to turn clicks into
customers!  
FREE. This business networking event will be a panel discussion with social media experts. Murray Hill businesses with
existing social media and those wanting to start a social media strategy are invited to attend. There will be an opportunity
to introduce yourself and ask questions at the end of the presentation.  
MODERATOR Heather Dolland is the President of All The Tastes of New York and Tastes Brands. She is also the
author of Discovering The New York Craft Spirits Boom and Before The Glass. Learn more about Heather
at allthetastesofnewyork.com, follow Heather @allthetastesnyc. PANELISTS: David Ganulin is an educator, writer,
marketer and business owner of Local Mobile Marketing Solutions. Local Mobile is geared strictly toward helping brick
and mortar neighborhood businesses navigate the digital landscape and focuses heavily on SMS (text) message
marketing and social powered Wi-Fi. David's passion is helping small business owners. Learn more about Local Mobile
at localmobiletoday.com, follow @localmobiletoday. Jon Harari is CEO & Co-Founder of WindowsWear, the world's
largest database and community of visual merchandising. Jon also serves as an Adjunct Professor of Marketing, Public
Relations, and Business Communications at Baruch College. Learn more about Jon at jonharari.com, follow Jon
@jonharari. MJ Pedone is the President Indra Public Relations. As a former partner and CEO of Pro Players Sports
Marketing Group, Inc., MJ served as President of the Sports Marketing Division managing and working with  
professional athletes on endorsements, producing high profile charity events and executing top-tier PR and branding
campaigns across a wide array of global platforms. Learn more about MJ at indrapr.com. Francilia Wilkins Rahim, CEO
and Founder of R.F. Wilkins Consultants. Francilia is a seasoned professional who understands the fundamental and
advanced concepts of leveraging and growing businesses. Learn more about Francilia at: rfwconsultants.com, follow
@franciliawilkinsrahim. This event is organized by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Business Committee and is
hosted by the Turtle Bay Music School.  
at the Turtle Bay Music School  
330 East 38th Street  
(between 1st & 2nd Avenue)

 

Saturday, December 8    4pm  
Mozart for Munchkins presents Our Holiday Musical Wilderness! 
An interactive and engaging atmosphere in which families can experience and enjoy music! While the setting is informal,
Mozart for Munchkins features outstanding musical works performed by exceptional musicians — an unforgettable
experience for the whole family! MHNA members (adults) can access discounted tickets at https://www.
mozartformunchkins.com/secrettixpage Use code MFMFRIENDS for 10% off adult tickets! Kids 12 years and younger
are FREE!  
at The Community Church of New York  
40 East 35th Street (between Park & Madison Avenue)

 

Sunday, December 9    2pm  
Advent Sacred Jazz  
Featuring Sacred Jazz Performance Artist Warren B Cooper & special musical guests. Come feel the sprit of Christmas!
Free will offering, suggested donation $20.  
at the Church of the Covenant  
310 East 42nd Street (between 2nd & 1st Avenue)  
 

 

Manhattan Community Board applications are now open
Source: Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer's December Update Newsletter  
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Community Board membership applications are now open: The Manhattan Borough President is looking for passionate
and engaged New Yorkers who are dedicated to making a difference in their neighborhoods. Community Boards play an
important role in shaping the character of our city. If you live or work in one of Manhattan, you’re eligible to apply for the
2019-2021 class of board members!

You can apply online here or complete a paper application (downloadable here as a PDF). The online application must
be completed in one sitting, so read the application first and prepare your answers offline. All applications are due by
5pm on Friday, February 8, 2019. After you apply, The Manhattan Borough President's office will contact you about
next steps in the screening and interview process. They’ll announce appointments in the spring.

Online applications: https://manhattancommunityboards.wufoo.com/forms/manhattan-community-board-2019-application/

PDF: http://manhattanbp.nyc.gov/downloads/pdf/2019%20Community%20Board%20application.pdf  
 

Shop for a cause December 5-7 and help MHNA member The Churchill
School and Center
This year, Cos Bar, the luxury, multi-brand downtown Manhattan beauty retailer, is partnering with The Churchill School
and Center by sponsoring a Shop For The Cause Event. This December 5th, 6th, and 7th, customers shopping online
(www cosbar.com) or in-store (250 Vesey Street, Suite 206, New York, NY 10281) using the code Churchill10 will have
10% of their purchase donated to Churchill.

The Churchill School and Center is a K-12 coeducational college-preparatory day school dedicated to working
collaboratively with students, educators, and families to help children with language-based learning disabilities realize
their full potential. By building upon their strengths, Churchill provides a challenging program focusing on the individual
needs of each child – intellectually, physically, emotionally, and socially. For nearly 50 years, Churchill has been
empowering students to grow and achieve on levels they hadn’t thought possible.

Donors to Churchill have enabled them to provide the range and depth of programming that our children deserve. Donors
provide things like flexible/alternative furniture for classrooms dramatically impacting the way students learn; technology
helping them to communicate better; and athletic, visual arts, music, and theater programs critical to student’s cognitive
and social development.

The Churchill School and Center is located at 301 East 29th Street, New York, NY 10016,  Telephone 212-722-0610.

Press Release  Flier

Preservation and landmarks

Lord & Taylor Building  
On November 20 the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a hearing regarding WeWork's application to make
changes to the Lord & Taylor Building, an Individual Landmark: LPC-19-31988. 424-434 Fifth Avenue, Manhattan Block
840 - Lot 42. The building is an Italian Renaissance Revival department store building completed in 1914. Lord & Taylor
was an innovative and influential department store in Manhattan for over a century. The proposed changes are to
construct a rooftop addition, modify the roof, replace storefront infill, install marquees, signage, lighting, and create new
window openings.

WeWork's application was approved by the LPC with no conditions. Most of the speakers testified that the proposed
changes preserved the character of this landmark building and they supported the application. Other speakers testified to
the value of WeWork as a business. Community Board 5 recommended denial unless certain changes to the proposal
were made. The work will restore the building's windows, decorative elements and a rooftop courtyard to their original
design. The doors at the main entrance on 5th Avenue must be widened to be ADA* compliant. This will involve
reconfiguring the main entrance. A new rooftop structure for the people who work in the building is proposed. The rooftop
structure will not be visible from street level from most angles. WeWork is planning to have retail tenants on the first 2
floors of the building. They would also like to add marquees over the 38th Street and 39th Street entrances and have
signage on the outside of the building for the retail tenants.

*Americans With Disabilities Act

Related article: Bjarke Ingels To Oversee WeWork’s Transformation Of Old
Lord & Taylor Flagship Into New Global Headquarters  
November 19, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris
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LANDMARK ALERT! 

This is happening in Brooklyn Heights (not Murray Hill) but it is a reminder that we can't be complacent about our historic
district - constant vigilence is necessary. If you want to support this issue, sign the petition. They are trying to get 75,000
signatures!  
A Better Way to Fix the BQE  
November 2018, The New York Landmarks Conservancy  
The Conservancy has joined forces with local neighborhood organizations, elected officials, and other preservation
groups to stop the Department of Transportation (DOT) from tearing down the Brooklyn Heights Promenade—and likely
several historic buildings—as part of repairing the Brooklyn Queens Expressway (BQE). Not since Robert Moses
destroyed thriving neighborhoods for the Cross Bronx Expressway has the City threatened so much loss for a highway...  
Brooklyn Heights was the City’s first historic district and is also a National Historic Landmark. If a highway can plow
through this area, the very concept of historic designation protection for any location in New York City would be put in
question—and no neighborhood would be safe.  
Petition: https://www.change.org/p/save-the-brooklyn-heights-promenade

 

Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade: See Old And New Balloons  
See a timeline of all old and new balloon floats from Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parades.  
November 19, 2018, patch.com, by David Allen 

 

Traffic & transportation
The new congestion surcharge for for-hire vehicles will take effect on January 1st.

It Will Soon Cost $5.80 Just To Set Foot In A NYC Yellow Cab  
November 21, 2018, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz  
New York City taxi drivers and their advocates are experiencing sticker shock over a significant fare hike set to take effect
in much of the city, which they fear will spell doom for the already struggling industry. Starting in January, it will cost $5.80
just to start a trip in a yellow cab in most of Manhattan, thanks to a $2.50 "congestion fee" included in the budget passed
by the state legislature in April. That new charge will affect for-hire vehicles that touch a congestion zone below 96th
Street, and comes on top of an existing $2.50 pick-up fee and 80-cent accessibility and mass transit charge levied on
yellow taxis. Taken together, the fees represent a "potentially devastating" threat to the cab industry, according to Taxi &
Limousine Commission Chairwoman Meera Joshi.  
App-based services like Uber and Lyft also face a new fee—$2.75 for single rides and 75 cents for pooled trips in the
same zone. But they will feel less of an impact, Joshi told the Wall Street Journal, because "they're not bound to a
metered fare" and "can reduce the price of the trip so that the passenger doesn’t feel the effect."...  
Asked about the reaction to the fee, a spokesperson for Governor Andrew Cuomo, Tyrone Stevens, called the charge a
"first step" toward congestion pricing, and noted the money would go toward the MTA's Subway Action Plan.

Related article: New York City Taxi Chief: Congestion Fee Will Hurt  
November. 19, 2018, wsj.com, by Paul Berger  
A new surcharge in part of Manhattan will be ‘potentially devastating’ for the city’s struggling yellow-cab industry, the
city’s taxi chief has warned...

Push to Legalize E-Bikes and E-Scooters Sets Up City Hall Brawl  
November 27, 2018, nytimes.com, by J. David Goodman  
[A] package of four City Council bills, set to be introduced Wednesday, would legalize most forms of the so-called e-
bikes...The legislation, which also would legalize electric scooters, would not only allow electric bicycles that give extra
support to a pedaling rider, but also those that could be operated without pedaling, by engaging a motorcycle-like
handlebar throttle.  
 
Lyft to Add 28,000 Citi Bikes and Expand Service  
November 29, 2018, wsj.com, by Paul Berger  
Lyft Inc. plans to invest more than $100 million in Citi Bike during the next five years, more than tripling the number of
available bikes in New York City and doubling the popular bike share’s service area.
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Meet the Man Tasked With Expanding Uber’s Business in New York, With a
Smile  
Sarfraz Maredia is the public face of a kinder Uber. But New York’s cap on new vehicles could make it difficult for the app
to keep growing.  
November 30, 2018, nytimes.com, by Emma G. Fitzsimmons  
New York is Uber’s largest North American market, where it collects $2 billion in revenue from passenger fares each
year, of which it keeps an estimated $375 million in commissions and fees, according to a study this year by two
prominent economists. The city is key to the company’s success as Uber moves toward an initial public offering next
year, at a value as high as $120 billion...Uber’s image has been battered. Some New Yorkers have deleted the app. Taxi
drivers say their business has been decimated by Uber. Uber drivers say they are also suffering and earn dismal wages
after the company takes its cut...[Uber's] most important market is New York, where nearly 75,000 people drive for Uber.
If Uber drivers were classified as employees instead of independent contractors, Uber would be the largest for-profit
private employer in New York City...

Everybody loves Gale  
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer may be the city’s most popular politician.  
November 19, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin

 

MAP: See Which Native Tribes Lived Where NYC Is Now  
A map shows where indigenous tribes lived across America.  
November 20, 2018, patch.com, by Adam Nichols 

 

Volunteer Opportunity
Source: New York City Emergency Management   
Join a New York City Community Emergency Response Team  
New York City Community Emergency Response Teams (NYC CERT) are groups of dedicated volunteers who help to
prepare their neighbors and communities for different types of disasters. For more information and to become a
volunteer, visit https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/volunteer/nyc-cert.page or call 311 (212-639-9675 for Video Relay Service,
or TTY: 212-504-4115). 

 

NYC Foam Ban Takes Effect in 2019  
Source: Grand Central Partnership newsletter  

Effective January 1, 2019 businesses, nonprofits and agencies can no longer sell or use any expanded polystyrene
(EPS) foam items, such as single-service items like cups, bowls, plates, takeout containers, and trays or loose fill
packaging, aka “packing peanuts”. For more information, visit nyc.gov/foamban.  
 
Non chain small businesses with less than $500,000 in gross income for the most recent tax year and non-profit
corporations may apply for hardship exemptions from the Department of Small Business Services. For more information,
visit nyc.gov/foamwaiver.  
 
For questions, please email commercialprograms@dsny.nyc.gov.

Affordability
The Amazon deal with NY City and State to open a second headquarters in Long Island City continues to be discussed in
the press. It highlights a larger issue of whether the City and State should involve neighborhood groups and elected
officials when making decisions about developments.  
Pointing to Amazon Announcement, Long Island City Co-op Renews Calls
for Similar Tax Relief  
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November 21, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
[T]he residents of CityLights, the largest affordable co-op in Queens, are particularly incensed by the [Amazon HQ2] deal
[to open a second headquarters in Long Island City], and are calling out city and state officials for giving the nearly trillion-
dollar technology giant billions in public subsidies while continuing to deny their own demand for an extension of a
property tax abatement...

Related article: Another Winner of Amazon HQ2 in Queens? Goldman Sachs  
November 26, 2018, bloomberg.com, by Noah Buhayar and Justina Vasquez  
...The draw for Goldman? Generous new tax breaks meant to entice investors to plow money into low-income areas
across America designated as “opportunity zones.” Institutions and wealthy investors that build in those areas can defer
taxes on past capital gains, and avoid them on the future profits from their projects...Gotham [and Goldman Sachs] had
been working on [a LIC apartment] project for months before news broke Nov. 4 that Amazon was in advanced talks to
move in nearby.

Related article: Amazon’s H2 in Long Island City  
The NYC-DSA Tech Action committee [a group with a socialist perspectuve] is asking tech workers to pledge not to work
Amazon.

Related article: A Closer Look at the Tax Incentives in the Amazon Deal  
November 29, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Dave Colon  
The three largest incentives Amazon is getting from New York come from three as-of-right (that is, incentives available to
any company that meets the requirements) programs: the Excelsior Jobs Credit Tax Program, the Relocation and
Expansion Assistance Program (REAP) and the Industrial and Commercial Abatement Program (ICAP). The latter two
tax breaks are incentives established by the state government that affect the city tax rolls, while the former program
affects state tax rolls.  
“They’re state created, like 421-a,” John Kaehny, the Executive Director of Reinvent Albany, told Gotham Gazette about
ICAP and REAP, with reference to the tax break known as 421-a that seeks to incent housing development with some
affordability included. “So the New York City Department of Finance administers them, but they have to, they're made to
by state law. Basically it's money that the state is directing be taken out of the city's tax revenue.”  
Along with their as-of-right nature, all three programs require a company actually delivers jobs in order to take advantage
of the breaks...But...the city’s economy is healthy enough to function without massive incentives.

These NYC ZIP Codes Are Among Most Expensive In U.S., Report Says  
The annual ranking released by PropertyShark features the most expensive ZIP codes in the country.  
November 26, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
[Editor's note: Zip 10016 is not on the list. But our neighbor, zip 10018, the Garment Center and Hell's Kitchen is!

Public Safety

These Are NYC's Most Crime-Ridden Subway Stations  
Hundreds of crimes occurred in and around a handful of stops last year, a recent report shows.  
Nov 25, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
[Editor's note: Murray Hill is not immune. Publicly available 2017 data shows that the Grand Central stop (7 line) at 42nd
Street had 119 incidents and the 4 line had 4 incidents of crime within the subway at the Grand Central stop. The S line
had 186 incidents within 100 feet of the Grand Central Subway stop (near 3 different entrances/exits). The 33rd Street
stop of the (6 line) had 17 incidents of crime within a 100 foot radius of the subway stop. The types of crimes were not
specified in this report.]

Legislation (including proposed and pending), rules and policies

End to NY's oft-criticized 'fusion voting' could be on the table  
November 25, 2018, newsday.com, by Yancey Roy  
A “voting reform” package will be one of the early agenda items in Albany when the Legislature — now controlled by
Democrats in both houses — returns in January. It is likely to include items considered “low-hanging fruit,” such as
combining federal and state primaries on one day, permitting “early” voting and easing registration. It might also include a
proposal to end cross-endorsements, a move favored by some legislators, sources said...  
The smaller parties have used their endorsements at times to get major-party politicians to advance their policy goals...
[M]inor parties push candidates more to the extreme left or right as a price for scoring an endorsement. 
[Editor's question: Is there any other way to get the Democratic party to listen to move?]
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(opinion) No Albany Pay Raise Without Limits on Outside Income  
New York legislators deserve higher salaries, but only if they come with new ethics requirements.  
Nov. 25, 2018, nytimes.com, by The Editorial Board

 

Consumer advisory

Get Free Help with Student Loans  
You can get free assistance from the US Department of Education to do things like: lower your monthly payments,
consolidate federal student loans, check on loan forgiveness, and get out of default. Learn nore at:
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/1028-student-loans

 

 

If you are not a member  
or your membership has lapsed   

please join/renew now

Join / Renew

 Donate

 

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 

 

You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. 
To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove” in the subject.
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