
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts online in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the
News section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

New

Royalton Park Avenue, 420 Park Avenue South (at 29th Street), 15% off their standard room
rate. Reserve online at www.royaltonparkavenue.com, click Book Now, and enter Offer Code
MHNA. In addition, they will extend a complimentary upgrade, if available, and waive their daily
facility fee. Please show proof of your MHNA membership on check-in.

Changed

Knockout Renovations, NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 810 Second Avenue (between 43rd & 44th
Street), 212-599-5060, $1,500 off any Kitchen Renovation, $2,000 off any Kitchen and Bathroom
renovation and $3,000 off any apartment renovation.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government
resources, substance abuse programs, heat season rules, contact information for local elected
officials, and more.

Information that may be of interest...August 27, 2018
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For Murray Hill road closures for public projects and street fair information, visit Traffic Updates
on www.murrayhillnyc.org.

If you would like to join a committee, please send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Information
about the MHNA committees can be found on www.murrayhillnyc.org. Click About > Committees.

Link to our Privacy Statement  

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

August 28    6–7pm 
New York City Opera performs favorites from Verdi's La
Traviata
Attendees can spread their blankets on the Lawn and have a picnic. You can borrow a blanket at
the Bryant Park Shop and Info tent, and food and beverages are available for purchase. Free
activities on the Lawn will keep you occupied until the show starts.  
at Bryant Park's Upper Terrace  
Enter on 40th or 42nd Street or on 6th Avenue (behind the Library)

Fridays and Saturdays August 31, September 1, 7, 8 7-9pm 
Macbeth performed by The Drilling Company
The troupe has put a Gangs of New York twist on the Bard’s most famous play, set in the mid-
1800s when gangs fought for turf in the infamous Five Points area. Attendees can spread their
blankets on the Lawn and have a picnic. You can borrow a blanket at the Bryant Park Shop and
Info tent, and food and beverages are available for purchase.   
on Bryant Park's Upper Terrace  
Enter on 40th or 42nd Street or on 6th Avenue (behind the Library) 

Correction
The statement about the scaffolding on the B. Altman building in last week's article about the
Landmark Preservation Commission hearing may have been misleading. The scaffolding is for a
6-month building façade project for the entire building. It will entail required repair work and
repointing of the bricks and stone panels on the building’s exterior. This is mandated by the NYC
Department of Buildings.

Public service announcement
For Council District 2 (District 2 map) 
Would You Like to Decide How to Spend $1 Million For Your

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
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Community?Source: Council Member Carlina Rivera's email of August 15
Participatory Budgeting is launching in Council District 2 for the first time this September and you
can now submit your ideas for improving schools, parks, streets, and more by clicking here! Want
to tell them your ideas in person? There will be a pop-up event to discuss the Participatory
Budgeting process with Council Member Carlina Rivera's staff, sign up to volunteer, and submit
your ideas for funding on August 28 from 5-7pm, outside of Morton Williams Supermarket, 313
E. 23rd St. at 2nd Avenue.

Murray Hill (and Kips Bay) in the news
August 22, 2018, NBCnewyork.com
Crash Sends SUV Barreling Onto Sidewalk; 3 Hurt: FDNY
A crash involving two vehicles sent an SUV onto the sidewalk in Manhattan during the evening
rush hour Wedneday, injuring at least three people, officials said.  
Emergency responders are at the scene on East 31st Street and Third Avenue in Kips Bay.  
At least three people have been transported to the hospital. It's not clear how badly they were
injured.

Related article: Two Drivers With Suspended Licenses Arrested
In Kips Bay Crash That Injured Pedestrian
August 23, 2018, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz

Missing Former Hedge Fund Boss Found: NYPD
August 14, 2018, patch.com, by Caroline Spivack   
The homeless former hedge-fund millionaire who went missing from Bellevue Hospital was found
Monday, police said. Paul Greenwald, 70, returned to Bellevue Hospital after he was reported
missing from the medical center on Saturday...The former millionaire lived in the Waldorf Astoria
Hotel before he was committed to Bellevue Hospital's jail ward in 2010, after specialists found him
too sick to plead not guilty.

The most gorgeous libraries in NYC
August 28 2017, timeout.com, by Dan Q. Dao and John Marshall  
Two familiar landmark buildings in the neighborhood make Timeout's list!  
New York Public Library Stephen A. Schwarzman Building (Main Branch on 42nd Street),
including the Rose Reading Room.  
The Morgan Library & Museum  

Changes in our neighborhood

Renderings Revealed For The Korean Cultural Center Of
NYC At 122-126 East 32nd Street, Murray Hill
August 16, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Progress is finally advancing on the Korean Cultural Center of NYC, at 122-126 East 32nd
Street...[C]onstruction began on June 28th with a panel of dignitaries who attended the
groundbreaking event. The building will be designed by SAMOO Architecture PC, and is being
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developed by Young Park, of Level Group. The Consulate General
of the Republic of Korea, NY, purchased the site for $15.8 million
back in March 2008, which included nearly 4,500 square feet of air
rights from the neighboring four-story building.

One Vanderbilt’s Terracotta Facade
Installation Begins As Superstructure
Passes Halfway Point In Midtown
Manhattan
August 14, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
Progressing at breakneck speed since the demolition of the
original extant commercial buildings in early 2016, One
Vanderbilt‘s rise into the Midtown skyline has occurred at the
quickest pace since the Roaring Twenties, when the Chrysler
Building and Empire State Building were each completed within
very short timeframes. Nearly ninety years later, a new icon is
about to puncture the sky with even greater height, and a spire
that reaches 1,401 feet above street level, which will make it the
tallest office tower in Midtown. The 58-story skyscraper is being
developed by SL Green and designed by Kohn Pedersen Fox
Associates, and will total nearly 1.75 million square feet of

commercial space...  
[T]he facade installation has begun. With an immaculate appearance and quality craftsmanship,
the striking details and sloped, indented grooves in the spandrel live up to their
expectations...Boston Valley is the manufacturer of the high-performance glazed, white terracotta
facade set in between each floor of wrap-around glass...Terracotta has been a popular and in-
demand material for several new skyscrapers going up all over the city including 111 West 57th
Street, The Fitzroy, and 9 DeKalb Avenue, aiming to invoke and rejuvenate the sensation of
traditional New York skyscrapers...  
The top of the skyscraper will house the public observation deck, which is reported to span three
stories and will include an exterior section that could tie for the highest outdoor observation deck
with Related’s 30 Hudson Yards. Both are set to be 1,100 feet above ground, beating the Empire
State Building by 80 feet. Photo: The terracotta facade of One Vanderbilt on the western side of
the building, manufactured by Boston Valley, photo by Michael Young

To land high-flying financial firm, Midtown spire developer
made huge concession
August 13, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Daniel Geiger  
To bring Carlyle Group to 1 Vanderbilt, SL Green picks up its existing lease—leaving it on the
hook for $100 million or more..

The Empire State Building’s New Visitor Center Celebrates
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Official Opening Day
August 23, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Andrew Nelson   
Last year, 4.2 million people visited the Empire State
Building’s observation deck through their Fifth Avenue
lobby. What the visitors may not have realized is that office
employees were using the same entrance. Thankfully,
workers will no longer have to wade through crowds of
wayward tourists every day. A new entrance officially
opened yesterday for the famous Midtown supertall,
designed to accommodate the large number of visitors and

create a more engaging experience.  

Photo: Model of the two-story Empire State Building and the grand staircase, image by Evan
Joseph.  

NYC's map of Active Major Construction
Source: https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/html/nyc-active-major-construction.html  
NYC Department of Building's Active Major Construction tool is an interactive map and dashboard
that provides real-time insight into all currently active major construction sites. Buildings on the
map are categorized by square footage, estimated cost, and proposed dwelling units with larger
points denoting higher values. Click on any of the points to get more details as well as a direct link
to the permit info on DOB's Building Information System (BIS). The sidebar also contains various
interactive filters.  
Editor's note: It's not our imagination! There is a tremendous amount of construction going on in
midtown. I was not able to zoom in on the map, but it looks like the band of streets in the 30's
from the west side to the east side has the most construction in the city (between the Lincoln
Tunnel and the Queens Midtown Tunnel). The link to this map has also been posted on the
MHNA website in Resources.

Traffic and transportation

NYC Wastes No Time Putting Ride-Hail Cap In Place
With the stroke of the mayor's pen, the city said it would stop issuing most new for-hire vehicle
licenses Tuesday.  
August 14, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
New York City's new laws reining in ride-hailing apps have officially hit the road. The city planned
to stop issuing most new for-hire vehicle licenses on Tuesday after Mayor Bill de Blasio signed a
first-in-the-nation bill aiming to stem the growth of services such as Uber and Lyft. The one-year
freeze on such licenses, with an exception for wheelchair-accessible vehicles, was among five
measures de Blasio signed in a landmark effort to assuage traffic congestion and aid struggling
professional drivers. The City Council passed the bills last week...  
And the city initiated a study of the industry to determine how to best regulate it going forward
while the freeze is in place.

Uber and Lyft Drivers Rush to Register Cars Ahead of City’s
New Cap
August 13, 2018, nytimes.com, by Mariana Alfaro
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Why Are E-Bikes Legal For Citi Bike Users And Not
Immigrant Delivery Workers?
August 22, 2018, gothamist.com, by Christopher Robbins 

MTA Still Paying for Empty Headquarters After Squabble
Between City and State
August 23, 2018, wsj.com, by Paul Berger  
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority has spent millions of dollars maintaining its empty
former headquarters in Midtown Manhattan ever since a dispute between the city and state
stalled a deal to lease the building two years ago, according to agency documents.  
The 20-story complex sits on a prime block of Madison Avenue, a stone’s throw from Grand
Central Terminal.

Affordability

Why AMI are the three most controversial letters in New
York housing policy
An explainer on area median income, and what it means for affordable housing. 
August 13, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Kay Dervishi 

The fight for universal rent control in New York
Aug 23, 2018, ny.curbed.com, by Emma Whitford Aug 23, 2018  
NYCC [New York Communities for Change] is one of 13 tenant and homeless advocacy groups
organizing through a new coalition, the Upstate Downstate Housing Alliance. In April, the alliance
released a report casting affordable housing as a statewide issue. Close to half of New York
state’s residents rent...And of those three million households, nearly half are rent-burdened, or
spending more than a third of their income on rent...  
The timing of the campaign for universal rent control is strategic, ramping up during a
gubernatorial race and ahead of 2019, when the state’s rent-stabilization laws are up for renewal.
Demands for strong tenant protections are also welling up nationally...

Surprise Gift: Free Tuition for All N.Y.U. Medical Students
August 16, 2018, nytimes.com, by David W. Chen  
The New York University School of Medicine announced on Thursday that it would cover the
tuition of all its students, regardless of merit or need, citing concerns about the “overwhelming
financial debt” facing graduates...The plan does not cover room and board or fees...N.Y.U. said
that it had raised more than $450 million of the $600 million that it anticipates will be necessary to
finance the tuition plan. About $100 million of that has been contributed by Kenneth G. Langone,
the founder of Home Depot, and his wife, Elaine, for whom the medical school is named.

States Rush to Rein In Prescription Costs, and Drug
Companies Fight Back
August 18, 2018, nytimes.com, by Robert Pear  
WASHINGTON — States around the country are clamping down on pharmaceutical companies,
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forcing them to disclose and justify price increases, but the drug manufacturers are fighting back,
challenging the state laws as a violation of their constitutional rights.

Airbnb sues New York City over new law requiring monthly
data reports
August 24, 2018, politico.com, by Sally Goldenberg  
Airbnb is suing the de Blasio administration over a new reporting law it calls “an extraordinary act
of government overreach.”  
The $31 billion home-sharing company filed a suit in federal court Friday morning arguing the new
mandate for monthly reports on Airbnb’s booked listings calls for “an unprecedented amount of
intimate personal data about their New York City hosts and whom they invite into their homes
each month.”  

Environment and neighborhood cleanliness

Trash To Be Hauled Off More Often In These NYC
Neighborhoods
August 15, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
NEW YORK, NY — Street-corner garbage cans are getting emptied more often in several New
York City nieghborhoods thanks to a funding boost for the service, the City Council said.  
[Editor's note: Unfortunately Murray Hill and surrounding areas are not on the list. Call 311 to
report overflowing litter baskets on the street corners. Building owners and businesses are
responsible for keeping the sidewalks and gutters clean in front of their buildings.]

Saving the Planet and Your Glutes
August 20, 2018, newyorker.com (Do-Gooders Dept.), by Patricia Marx  
On their jaunts through the city, ploggers pick up empty wine bottles, cigarette butts, and other
refuse...Invented, or at least named, by Erik Ahlström, in Stockholm, in 2016, plogging is an
exercise trend that has reached countries as far-flung as Thailand, Ecuador, and Canada. The
word is a blend of “jogging” and plocka uppa, the Swedish term for “picking up.” What is being
picked up is litter...  
[Alex] Bournery, an entrepreneur and part-time French teacher at Columbia, is the founder of
Plogging NYC, a group on meetup.com which he created in January...The ploggers were holding
supermarket bags and wearing medical-exam gloves, like squeamish shoppers. Besides
Bournery, there was Candis Davis, a lawyer who specializes in renewable energy, and Emily
Albarillo, a managing editor at a nonprofit publishing house.

Cuomo orders review of recycling market woes
August 13, 2018, timesunion.com, by Brian Nearing  
As Albany faces a steep new bill for its recycling program, state environmental officials are
seeking fixes to a dramatic contraction in the global market for recyclables that is straining
finances in recycling programs across the state.

Issues we are following
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Tall & Taller
August 23 2018, cooperator.com, by Mike Odenthal  
[O]n opposite sides of Manhattan, two condo tower projects that have been in the news recently
have neighborhood organizations up in arms, rather than rolling out the welcome wagon.

Legislation (including pending)
gothamgazette.com email of 8/21/18  

Governor Cuomo Signs Bill Establishing Prosecutorial
Conduct Commission
Governor Andrew Cuomo on Tuesday signed legislation, sponsored by Republican state Senator
John DeFrancisco and Democratic Assemblymember Nick Perry, to create a state commission on
prosecutorial conduct, the first of its kind in the nation...The 11-member commission -- appointed
by the governor, legislature and judiciary -- will be charged with investigating allegations of
misconduct by district attorneys and assistant prosecutors which can lead to wrongful
convictions...The governor's signature on the bill came with a three-way agreement with
legislative leaders that the bill will be amended in the next legislative session. Cuomo's office
noted on Monday that the bill had several flaws...

(opinion) Gov. Cuomo should reject bill on prosecutorial
misconduct
August 14, 2018, newsday.com, by The Editorial Board  
Sometimes very necessary reforms are wrapped in lousy legislation like the prosecutorial
misconduct bill on Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s desk.

Govt acts to stop high-tax states from skirting $10K cap
August 23, 2018, apnews.com, by Marcy Gordon and Geoff Mulvihill  
The Trump administration has laid down rules aimed at preventing residents in high-tax states
from avoiding a new cap on widely popular state and local tax deductions. The action over the
new Republican tax law pits the government against high-tax, heavily Democratic states in an
election-year showdown.  
The Treasury Department’s rules released Thursday target moves by states like New York, New
Jersey and California — where residents could see substantial increases in their federal tax bills
next spring because of the $10,000 cap on state and local deductions. Experts say the issue
likely will have to be resolved by the federal courts.

Related article: Treasury, IRS issue proposed regulations on
charitable contributions and state and local tax credits
The proposed regulations are available in the Federal Register. Treasury and IRS welcome public
comments on these proposed regulations. For details on submitting comments, see the proposed
regulations.

Elections & politics
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Political debate: Governor Andrew Cuomo debates Cynthia
Nixon on CBS
CBS wants to hear from you about what they should ask Andrew Cuomo and Cynthia Nixon on
Wednesday, Aug. 29, airing at 7 p.m. You can share your questions on social media at the above
link.

LOVETT: Cuomo wants DNC delegates from New York to
support rule limiting superdelegates
August 20, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Kenneth Lovett  
ALBANY — Gov. Cuomo wants Democratic National Committee delegates from New York to vote
this week in favor of a proposed rule change to limit the impact of superdelegates in choosing the
party’s presidential candidates.

Related article:Democrats move to limit role of superdelegates
in presidential nominations
August 25, 2018, thehill.com, by Max Greenwood

What You Need To Know About The AG’s Race
This article answers the question: ‘What does the attorney general do?’ and it also summarizes
the candidates.

Related article: Watch the First Televised Debate Among the Four
Democrats Running for Attorney General (on YouTube)
On Tuesday, August 21, the four Democrats running for New York State Attorney General --
Leecia Eve, Letitia James, Zephyr Teachout and Sean Patrick Maloney -- met for their first
televised debate, hosted by Manhattan Neighborhood Network and moderated by Gotham
Gazette's Ben Max. Watch the hourlong debate by clicking here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05Lge7BKabM&mc_cid=46795d221f&mc_eid=673ce71436

Charter Revision Commission

Mayoral Charter Revision Commission Votes to Create Final
Ballot Proposals
August 15, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
The commission convened by Mayor Bill de Blasio to review and revise the city charter passed a
resolution on Tuesday instructing its staff to create ballot proposals related to enhancing the
municipal campaign finance system, increasing civic engagement and improving the role and
structure of the city’s 59 community boards. At the same time, the commission punted on issues
related to instant runoff voting and independent redistricting, leaving those to be resolved by a
future charter revision commission.

Related article: Four borough presidents say term limits could
weaken community boards
August 23, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Jillian Jorgensen 
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Four borough presidents have signed off on a letter to the mayor's Charter Revision Commission
to "express serious concerns" about a proposal to require term limits for members of community
boards. The borough presidents — Gale Brewer of Manhattan, Ruben Diaz Jr. of the Bronx,
Melinda Katz of Queens, all Democrats, and James Oddo of Staten Island, a Republican —
argued the plan could weaken the ability of the volunteer boards to weigh in on land use
proposals. The expertise to deal with thorny questions of development comes from years of
serving on the boards, they wrote...  
A limit of four two-year terms was among the proposals the commission voted last this month to
draft a ballot question about. If the final ballot question is approved, the ultimate say will be with
voters in November...  
In addition to concerns about term limits, the other four beeps also took issue with a proposal to
create a "Civic Engagement Commission" to provide technical help, including in urban planning,
to community boards — arguing that it's already the duty of borough presidents to do that.

Related article: Term Limits and Other Community Board
Reforms Strengthen Local Democracy
August 24, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Jeremy Rosenberg

If you are not a member  
or your membership has lapsed  

please join/renew now

Join / Renew

Donate

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 

You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association. 
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To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove”
in the subject.
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