
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
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Sunday, August 19   4pm  
Concert: David Grover and the Big Bear Band  
Appropriate for children.  
at St. Vartan Park  
First Avenue between 35th & 36th Street

2-for-1 Tickets go on sale August 15 for Broadway Week
(September 3-16)  
Check the NYCGo website on or after August 15 for more information: https://www.
nycgo.com/broadway-week

Through September 5  
Exhibition: 200 Years of American Style: Brooks Brothers  
Don't miss the Brooks Brothers exhibit! Their flagship store is on Madison at 44th Street.   
FREE. Explore two centuries of innovation in a special exhibition tracing Brooks Brothers’
accomplishments, cultural significance and global influence. This retrospective exhibition features
a sampling of men’s and women’s fashion, artifacts and imagery that trace Brooks Brothers’
inventions and innovations—such as the ready-made suit and other ready-to-wear tailored
clothing in the 19th century, the Original Polo® Button-Down Oxford, the reverse-stripe rep tie, the
polo coat and sporting apparel later adapted for daily life.  
at Grand Central Terminal - Vanderbilt Hall  
Enter on 42nd Street at Pershing Square

Advertisement for Brooks Bros' relocation to Madison Avenue The iconic Brooks Bros button-down shirt

 

Super-Sustainable Dwelling, Built
to Push the Limits of Self-
Sufficiency, Goes on View at U.N.
Headquarters  
July 16, 2018, metropolismag.com, by Zachary
Edelson   
The 215-square-foot module got its start when UN
Environment and UN-Habitat contacted the Yale
School of Architecture about placing a “tiny home” of
some kind at the U.N. Headquarters for the upcoming
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https://www.metropolismag.com/architecture/yale-un-environment-eco-living-module/
http://metropolismag.com/


sustainability forum.  
[Editor's note: This exhibit will be on tour to other cities and may be closing in NYC. Check with
the U.N. before visiting this exhibit.] 

 

Construction updates

Street construction at Lexington & 39th Street  
The ongoing construction in the street on Lexington at 39th Street is a NYC Department of Design
& Construction project, "rehabilitation of pedestrian ramps." The project is expected to end by late
September, according to the DDC. Map of DDC projects. 

 

Critics blame scaffold law for megaproject's [East Side
Access Project] insurance costs ballooning 557%  
July 30, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Will Bredderman  
Coverage for East Side Access has surpassed half a billion dollars  
[Editor's note: this project has work in other places and boroughs besides Murray Hill]

Related article: Transforming the Lower Level [at Grand Central
Terminal]  
Source: Email from Grand Central Partnership August 7, 2018  
Before the retail redevelopment in the 1990s, Grand Central's Lower Level Concourse was fairly
unused. You could grab tickets at the ticket windows or mill about waiting for your train. Now in
the lower level, the Dining Concourse features 21 food merchants...[T]he lower level continues to
evolve. The East Side Access project will eventually bring Long Island Rail Road service to Grand
Central; the lower level will provide a main gateway to that new concourse currently under
construction below the Terminal.

 

Participatory Budgeting To Launch This Fall in District 2   
Source: Council Member Carlina Rivera's e-newsletter July 2018  
District 2 is south of 34th Street.  
Participatory Budgeting (PB), a democratic process in which community members directly decide
how to spend part of the city’s public budget, is coming to District 2 this fall. PB gives residents
the opportunity to allocate part of their Council Member’s capital discretionary funds to projects
they are interested in funding. As the start of the PB process for District 2 nears, keep an eye out
for updates or call the District 2 Office at 212-677-1077 for more information.

 

Preservation updates

Update: Landmarks Preservation Commission hearing on
changes to the landmark B. Altman Building
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Have you seen the scaffolding going up around the B. Altman Building on 34th Street at Madison
Avenue? This is where the new owners of that section of the building, the Museum of Popular
Culture (MoPOP), plan to open a new entrance on 34th Street with a marquee.

MoPOP's proposed changes were presented to the Landmarks Preservation Commission on July
24. LPC-19-26364. 188 Madison Avenue - B. Altman & Company Department Store Building -
Individual Landmark. Manhattan Block 864 - Lot 7502. Community District 5. Certificate of
Appropriateness: application is to install a marquee and banner signs, and replace infill [open up
an entrance on 34th Street near Madison Avenue].

LPC Status: Approved with modifications. 

Read the report of the hearing, by Elaine Silber, Co-Chair of the MHNA
Preservation & Design Committee

 

New Landmarks Chair Should Be Steeped In Preservation:
Speaker  
Jul 31, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The City Council speaker thinks the Landmarks Preservation Commission's next leader should
live up to its name. Corey Johnson urged Mayor Bill de Blasio last week to pick someone with
"strong preservation experience" as the new chair of the agency, which has been criticized for
being too lenient with developers.

 

 

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association urges Mayor de
Blasio to appoint a strong preservation Chair of LPC  
The MHNA sent a letter to Mayor de Blasio and other government officials urging the appointment
of a person with a solid record of preservation experience as the new Chair of the New York City
Landmarks Preservation Commission. The position is currently vacant. Read letter. 

 

Murray Hill in the news

2 Dogs, 7 Cats Rescued From Abandoned SUV In Murray
Hill  
July 30, 2018, patch.com, by Caroline Spivack  
MURRAY HILL, NY — Rescue workers saved two dogs and seven cats from a sweltering SUV in
front of a Murray Hill animal hospital. Workers at Bideawee at 410 East 38th Street noticed the
two energetic dogs, five grown cats and three scrawny kittens abandoned in the hot Jeep
Saturday morning at 7 a.m. After a brief wait for the owner to return, workers brought the pooches
and felines water and called police, said a representative for the animal rescue.  
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Man Jumps To Death From Park Avenue Hotel, Police Say  
July 30, 2018, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
The man was pronounced dead on the scene at the Royalton Park Avenue Hotel [420 Park
Avenue South between 28th & 29th Street].  

Small Businesses Grow at the Holiday Shops  
Source: Bryant Park Blog, posted July 25, 2018  
Back in 2012, four friends decided to sell macarons at a kiosk at The Holiday Shops...After selling
more macarons than they had dreamt possible, [they] launched their macaron company Woops!,
which is now the largest macaron company in the country, with more than 40 locations
nationwide.

  

Changes in our neighborhood

Gene Kaufman-Designed 292 Fifth
Avenue [between West 30th Street
and West 31st Street] Rises Above
Street Level In Midtown Manhattan  
August 10, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young

 

Work Begins On Conversion And 23-
Story Hotel Addition At 250 Fifth
Avenue In NoMad  
August 8, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Michael Young  
A weave of scaffolding and black netting has now shrouded
the exterior facade of a former office building at 250 Fifth
Avenue, which will soon be reborn as a hotel. The site is in
NoMad, between West 28th Street and West 29th Street.
With the facade designated as a landmark within the

Madison Square North Historic District, the original five-story McKim, Mead and White structure,
completed in 1907, will be part of the conversion that also calls for a new 23-story tower to the
west of the original 111 year-old structure.

 

 

Carlyle Group signs lease in 1 Vanderbilt  
July 31, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Lizeth Beltran and Daniel Geiger  
More than one-third of the Grand Central–adjacent tower, expected to be completed in 2020, is
now leased.

https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/ghajn/man-jumps-to-death-from-park-avenue-hotel-police-say
http://patch.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=420+Park+Avenue+South&entry=gmail&source=g
http://bryantpark.org/blog/small-businesses-grow-at-the-holiday-shops?utm_source=34th+Street+Partnership+and+Bryant+Park+Corporation&utm_campaign=3ea1963fd7
https://maps.google.com/?q=292+Fifth+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
http://newyorkyimby.com/
https://newyorkyimby.com/2018/08/work-begins-on-conversion-and-23-story-hotel-addition-at-250-fifth-avenue-in-nomad.html
http://newyorkyimby.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=250+Fifth+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180731/REAL_ESTATE/180739967/carlyle-group-signs-lease-in-1-vanderbil
http://crainsnewyork.com/


 

Photo of 1 Vanderbilt as of August 8, 2018.

 

Public service messages  
   

NYC Elder Abuse Center’s Helpline  
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin - August 2018  
If you are concerned that an older adult is being abused, are distressed by a past or present elder
abuse situation, or want support, you may want to call the NYC Elder Abuse Center’s Helpline for
Concerned Persons.  
The Helpline offers an array of FREE services from trained specialists, including supportive
counseling for anxiety and stress, and guidance to plan next steps. Helpline operators will provide
accurate information about elder abuse, neglect and exploitation, and make appropriate and
timely referrals.   
Telephone: 212.746.6905, Email: helpline@nyceac.org  
This NON-EMERGENCY Helpline is open Monday through Friday from 9 am – 5 pm. Calls
received evenings, weekends or holidays will be responded to on the next business day. If you or
a victim is in IMMEDIATE danger, CALL 911.  
The Helpline is a service of the NYC Elder Abuse Center, a project of Weill Cornell Medicine’s
Division of Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine.

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training in
October  
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin – August 2018  
New York City Emergency Management will be holding Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) training in the 28th Senatorial District beginning in October.  
CERT is a group of dedicated volunteers who help to prepare their neighborhoods and
communities for different types of disasters by educating their communities about emergency
preparedness and building community disaster networks. Learn more about this program
at www.nyc.gov/cert.  
To become a member of CERT, individuals must complete a five-week training. The next training
session in Manhattan will take place at Manhattan - Monday/Wednesday session, 32BJ Training
Fund - 25 West 18 Street, NY.  
Dates: 10/10, 10/15, 10/17, 10/22, 10/24, 10/29, 11/5, 11/7, 11/12 & 11/14. Orientation is 11/19.  
To sign up for a training session, please visit: https://nycem.samaritan.com/cert/#/
volunteer_registration
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DOT Art Upcoming Open Calls  
Open Call Deadline August 17, 2018: Barrier
Beautification  
The NYC Department of Transportation Art program
invites artists and designers to submit design
proposals in response to the fall 2018 open call.   
The commissioned artist will be responsible for
translating their design into large-scale stencils for
implementation onto concrete jersey barriers at one
designated site within the five boroughs on a

weekday in October 2018.  
Submit an application via email to arts@dot.nyc.gov by 11:59 PM EST on Friday, August 17th,
2018. Download the RFP and application form at http://www.nyc.gov/html/
dot/html/pedestrians/dotart-overview.shtml#barrier  
Read more about DOT Art Projects: http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/dotart-
overview.shtml

 

Applications for the "Made in NY" Women's Film, TV and
Theatre Fund are open! 
This first-of-its-kind fund is designed to encourage and support the creation of film, television,
digital content and live theatre content that reflects the voices and perspectives of women or
female-identifying individuals. It is an initiative of the Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment
and is administered by the New York Foundation for the Arts. Application and guidelines can be
found at https://www.nyfa.org/Content/Show/NYC-Womens-Fund. Creators have until October 16,
2018, 11:59pm to apply. Grants range from $20,000-$50,000.

 

Affordability

Airbnb Disclosure Rules Signed Into Law By De Blasio  
August 6, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
NEW YORK, NY — Mayor Bill de Blasio signed a landmark bill into law Monday forcing home-
sharing companies such as Airbnb to disclose information about its New York City hosts. The new
law, which also sets steep fines for withholding the information, aims to help the city in its fight
against illegal short-term rentals.  
"Bad actors continue to choke our affordable housing stock with illegal hotels, and our Council
has unanimously said, 'Release the data and let the city do its job,'" said City Councilwoman
Carlina Rivera (D-Manhattan), who sponsored the bill. 

(Opinion) Homelessness is a housing problem  
August 5, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Ben Adler  
New York City’s homeless rate is the highest it has been since the Great Depression, even as the
national economy verges on full employment...Homelessness is mainly a housing problem, and it
can only be reduced through comprehensive housing policy solutions...  
[M]ost New Yorkers seem only aware of the highly visible, but statistically atypical, street
homeless...  
The major increase in homelessness is among people who simply lack a place to live and wind up
in a homeless shelter.  
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Unlike some other spikes in homelessness, this is primarily an economic, rather than social,
predicament.“The driver of homelessness in New York City today – as opposed to earlier times …
when deinstitutionalization of the mentally ill was happening – is [a] lack of affordable housing and
rising housing costs,” said Oksana Mironova, housing policy analyst for the Community Service
Society of New York.  
 

Traffic, streets, sidewalks and transportation

Uber Hit With Cap as New York City Takes Lead in
Crackdown  
August 8, 2018, nytimes.com, by Emma G. Fitzsimmons  
The legislation passed overwhelmingly by the City Council will cap the number of for-hire vehicles
for a year while the city studies the booming industry. The bills also allow New York to set a
minimum pay rate for drivers...  
Mr. de Blasio praised the bills and said he planned to sign them into law. The cap on new for-hire
vehicles would take effect immediately.

Parking On NYC Streets About To Get More Expensive  
August 9, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
New York City plans to hike parking meter rates for the first time in five years starting next month,
the Department of Transportation announced Thursday...  
The new rates will vary by location, but they'll jump most sharply in congested Midtown and
Lower Manhattan.  
NYC DOT Parking Rate Map

Dockless bikes are already clogging NYC sidewalks  
August 6, 2018, nypost.com, by Danielle Furfaro and Cedar Attanasio  
It’s been only a few weeks since dockless bikes were launched in the city, and already scores are
clogging sidewalks, broken down — or can’t be found at all...  
“We are currently in the evaluation period of the pilot program, and based on company
performances, will make a determination on future steps — including the possibility of not moving
forward or an expanded pilot,” said Department of Transportation spokesman Alana Morales.

(opinion) New York City Is Thriving. Why Is Transport Such a
Nightmare?  
July 30, 2018, nytimes.com, by The New York Times Editorial Board  
The New York City Council considers a package of bills to freeze the number of Uber-type cars
on city streets. But that’s at best a partial answer to a systemic crisis...Two bills stand out: one to
impose a yearlong limit on new for-hire cars, the category of vehicles that includes Uber, Lyft, Via
and other app-based companies, and another to authorize the city’s Taxi and Limousine
Commission to establish a minimum wage for drivers who work for those businesses...  
Instead of capping new licenses, officials should devise policies that limit the number of cars on
the busiest streets during the busiest parts of the day...

E-bikes and mopeds are new legal travel options for New
Yorkers  
July 30, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Dan Rivoli  
The city made pedal-assist bikes street legal over the weekend and a startup is letting New
Yorkers tap an app to hop on an electric moped...  
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[A] Brooklyn company in Bushwick named Revel Transit launched an app Monday where people
can rent one of 68 e-mopeds off city streets, similar to ride-share companies like Car2Go and
Zipcar.

Inside The World Of NYC 'Canners' Who Survive By
Collecting Recyclable Cans & Bottles  
August 8, 2018, gothamist.com, by Francesca Berardi  
[P]arents...are using canning to help pay for their kids’ college tuition. Other canners live on the
streets and struggle with addiction. They’re able to scrape up what little they need to buy a
sandwich and a pack of cigarettes. For those who are poor and have a hard time finding a job,
they believe canning represents a dignified way to make enough money to survive...  
There is no comprehensive data about the number and demographics of canners in New York
City, but at least 10,000 people are estimated to be collecting recyclables on the streets  
[Editor's note: I have seen "canners" on several corner, at the litter baskets, and at garbage
collection sites by large buildings in Murray Hill. I have also seen canners leave large bags of
cans at corners for pickup. I spoke with one of the supers of the buildings about it and he
indicated that it is a fact of life. In this case, the canners were working very quickly and left things
tidy by his building.]

 

Environment

The New York League of Conservation Voters issues their
2018 State Environmental Scorecard   
This is a review how legislators voted on bills impacting the environment during the 241st Session
of the New York State Legislature. Our local representatives got high scores!  
Senate Perfect Scores: Liz Krueger  
Assembly Perfect Scores: Richard N. Gottfried, who also was named Lifetime Environmental
Champion, and Dan Quart  
The New York League of Conservation Voters lobbies state and local elected officials on
environmental issues, provides objective information about environmental policy to the public, and
holds elected officials accountable. They scored 13 bills that were chosen because of their
importance to the environment.   
Full report: http://nylcv.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2018-scorecard-Final.pdf

Pending State legislation regarding the environment  
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin – August 2018  
Wind and other clean energy sources like hydroelectric and solar power have the capability to
replace our existing fossil fuel plants using current technology. A Stanford University study
examined the technical and economic feasibility of, and proposed policies for converting New
York State’s energy infrastructure to 100% sustainable sources including wind, water, and
sunlight. The study found that such a conversion is feasible, and would improve the health and
welfare of New Yorkers by creating a cleaner environment. That study is available at
http://web.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/Articles/I/NewYorkWWSEnPolicy.pdf.  
New York State must also pass important climate legislation that is pending in Albany, including
the nation-leading Climate and Community Protection Act (S.7971), the Fossil Fuel
Divestment Act (S.4596), and a bill to end state fossil fuel tax subsidies (S.6881), as well as
enacting a statewide polluter fee to cut pollution and fund climate solutions.
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Legislation and rules (including pending and proposed)
Source: Council Member Carlina Rivera's e-newsletter July 2018  
New Bill Would Give Small Business Owners and City Better
Data on Neighborhood Economies  
A new bill recently introduced by Council Member Carlina Rivera will give small businesses more
information about the state of neighborhood economies and help direct city resources to mom-
and-pops that need help. Int. 1049, which was introduced on July 18, would require the
Department of Small Business Services to complete an assessment of storefront businesses in
every community district in the city at least once every five years. These in-depth analyses help
small business owners, renters, and city agencies make better-informed decisions, but the
reporting currently has only been completed in a few disparate neighborhoods. This data, coupled
with additional city support and protections, will go a long way in helping our local storefronts
survive and flourish.

Lawmakers stage fresh push against Mayor de Blasio's
school desegregation plan  
July 30, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Ben Chapman  
De Blasio seeks to scrap the Specialized High School Aptitude Test used for admissions by the
group of world-famous institutions, including Bronx High School of Science, Brooklyn Technical
High School and Stuyvesant High School in Manhattan. De Blasio wants to replace the test with
other admission factors in a plan to combat extreme racial segregation in the schools, where just
a trickle of black and Hispanic kids are admitted each year.  
But now, opponents of de Blasio’s plan are getting behind a newly proposed state law that calls
for more advanced classes in lower grades to better prepare all students for the challenging
exam...  
De Blasio’s plan, which requires state legislation, has encountered stiff opposition from alumni
groups, elected officials, local school boards and some activists. Many Asian groups oppose the
plan and argue that changes to admissions would shut out deserving Asian students.  

Health insurance rates in NY to jump an average 8.6%, far
lower than the 24% insurers had sought  
August 3, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Kenneth Lovett  
Health insurance sold on New York’s Affordable Care Act exchanges will jump in price an average
8.6% in 2019, state officials said Friday. The price hike is far less than the average 24% increase
requested by insurance companies. Under the state’s plan, a typical 40-year-old New York state
resident buying a silver-level policy will pay around $547 per month in 2019, not counting tax
credits.  

(opinion) Extending the Human Right of Health Care to All
New Yorkers  
August 9, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Corey Johnson  
[Corey Johnson, Speaker of the New York City Council] introduced a resolution Wednesday
urging our state government to approve a law that would lay the foundation for single-payer
healthcare in the Empire State. The proposal would create the New York Health program, which,
if fully implemented, would result in 90 percent of New Yorkers spending less on health care than
they currently do.
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Charter Revision Commission   
Expect some recommendations on the November ballot.

NYPD Watchdog Seeks Sharper Teeth Through Charter
Revision  
July 31, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
When the NYPD decided earlier this month to move ahead with its departmental trial against two
officers involved in the 2014 death of Staten Island resident Eric Garner, it tasked the Civilian
Complaint Review Board, an independent watchdog agency, with prosecuting the charges. But
that prosecutorial authority has yet to be codified into the City Charter, the city’s central governing
document, a change that CCRB officials are seeking through Mayor Bill de Blasio’s charter
revision commission.

Ranked-Choice Voting
The City Charter Revision Commission – appointed by Mayor de Blasio – is considering whether
to put a proposal on the November ballot to implement Ranked Choice Voting for all city elections.
The Mayor is on record saying he doesn’t support setting up Ranked Choice Voting for New York
City... 

How does ranked-choice voting work?  
Source: Maine Adopts Ranked-Choice Voting. What Is It, and How Will It Work?  
December 3, 2016, nytimes.com, by Katharine Q. Seelye

Instead of casting a ballot for a single candidate, the voter ranks all of the candidates by
preference. So if there are four choices, the voter is asked to rank them one through four.

If no one wins a majority on the first round, the candidate with the fewest votes is eliminated. For
voters, that means if the eliminated candidate was your first choice, then your second-choice vote
will be applied in the next round of counting.

If your second choice is eliminated, your vote for third choice will be applied — and so on until
someone wins a majority.

What are the advantages?

Proponents say the voting method ensures that whoever is elected has the support of a majority
of voters. They say this helps increase civility because candidates need to appeal to a spectrum
broader than just their base in order to win over their opponents’ supporters on subsequent
ballots. And theoretically it eliminates the possibility of a “spoiler” candidate winning.

What are the disadvantages?

Opponents argue that because it is more complex, ranked-choice voting depresses turnout and
leads to more errors in part because it can be confusing...Opponents argue further that the voting
method can still skew the results toward someone not favored by the majority, and it can be
costly.

 

Politics & elections
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Facebook Identifies an Active Political Influence Campaign
Using Fake Accounts  
July 31, 2018, nytimes.com, by Nicholas Fandos and Kevin Roose  
Facebook said on Tuesday that it had identified a political influence campaign that was potentially
built to disrupt the midterm elections, with the company detecting and removing 32 pages and
fake accounts that had engaged in activity around divisive social issues...Facebook said it had
discovered coordinated activity around issues like a sequel to last year’s deadly “Unite the Right”
white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Va. Activity was also detected around #AbolishICE, a
left-wing campaign on social media that seeks to end the Immigration and Customs Enforcement
agency.   

Related article: Trump administration stresses its focus on
election security amid criticism  
August 2, 2018, washingtonpost.com, by Shane Harris and Felicia Sonmez  
Lawmakers and independent analysts say that U.S. voting systems are more secure against
hackers thanks to action at the federal and state levels — and that the Russians have not
targeted those systems to the degree they did in 2016...  
Russian efforts to manipulate U.S. voters through misleading social media postings are likely to
have grown more sophisticated and harder to detect...outside experts warn...  
“We implore the administration to take this very real and imminent threat to our elections and our
democracy more seriously,” Sens. Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.), Richard J. Durbin (D-Ill.), Dianne
Feinstein (D-Clif.), Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.) and Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.) said in a statement. 

 

Stories we've been following

Union Square tech center gets final approval from City
Council  
August 8, 2018, amny.com, by Nicole Brown and Lauren Cook  
The Union Square Tech Training Center was unanimously approved by the City Council on
Wednesday, despite concerns from local residents that the development of the 21-story building
will lead to the construction of more high-rises in the area...  
Rivera, however, argued the protections included in the approved plan — including key
landmarkings, a protective commercial zoning measure in neighborhoods south of 14th Street
and resource commitments from city agencies — will help preserve the neighborhood’s affordable
and historical housing stock. 
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Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 
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Association. 

To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove”
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