
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

If you are having difficulty reading this email, you can view it in your browser: 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News
section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government
resources, substance abuse programs, heat season rules, contact information for local elected
officials, and more.

For Murray Hill road closures for public projects and street fair information, visit Traffic Updates
on www.murrayhillnyc.org.

Link to our Privacy Statement 

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)
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Wednesday, August 1   5:30 - 7pm  
Carnegie Hall Citywide: Locos por Juana  
FREE. This Grammy-nominated, bilingual, Latin jam-band draws on the diverse backgrounds of
its members, riffing on traditional Colombian rhythms and tapping into reggae, ragga, dub, hip-
hop, rock, and funk traditions to deliver what they call “island swing.”  
at Bryant Park - Upper Terrace  
(Between 40th & 42nd Street and between 5th & 6th Avenue)

Monday, August 6    5 - 8pm  
Public Meeting: MTA New York City Transit Canarsie Tunnel
Project (L subway line) closure for 15 months starting April
2019  
at Metropolitan Transportation Authority  
2 Broadway, William J. Ronan Board Room, 20th Floor  
Written comments can be submitted online or mailed to the contacts below:  
https://mta-nyc.custhelp.com/app/ask_sea  

Nina Chung  
Community Planner, Planning and Program Development  
Federal Transit Administration, Region II  
One Bowling Green, Room 429  
New York, NY 10004  

Luke DePalma  
NYCT Assistant Director of Government and Community Relations  
NYCT Government and Community Relations  
2 Broadway  
New York, NY 10004  
 

CORRECTION!  Tuesday, August 7    5 - 8pm  
National Night Out Against Crime  
at Dag Hammarskjöld Plaza (47th Street between 1st and 2nd Avenues)  
FREE. Food and refreshments provided by Ali Baba Turkish Cuisine, Insomnia Cookies, Whole
Foods * Live Music by The WMDs - Classic Rock / Motown / Old-School Hip-Hop * 50/50 Raffle *
Photo Ops with Police Vehicles * Bouncy House for Kids * Crime Prevention Information *
Comments by Elected Officials. Flier  
Presented by the 17th Precinct Community Council, 212-826-3228  
 

REMINDER: For updates on the work schedule for the infrastructure upgrades on 2nd Ave. &
surrounding areas, please check the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org, Traffic Updates
section. 

 

Neighborhood Policing comes to Murray Hill
What is Neighborhood Policing?
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The cornerstone of today's NYPD is Neighborhood Policing, a comprehensive crime-fighting
strategy built on improved communication and collaboration between local police officers and
community residents.

How is Neighborhood Policing implemented in the 17th Precinct?
Starting in July 2018, the NYPD's 17th Precinct has been divided into 3 sectors that correspond
to the boundaries of actual established neighborhoods. Sector A is the north part of Kips Bay and
Murray Hill, Sector B is Turtle Bay, and Sector C is Midtown East and Sutton Place. Sector Map.

The same police officers work in the same neighborhoods on the same shifts, increasing their
familiarity with local residents and local problems.

Supporting the sector's officers and filling out each sector's team are two officers designated as
the Neighborhood Coordination Officers. The NCOs are police officers who serve as liaisons
between the police and the community, and they are also key crime-fighters and problem-solvers
for the sector. The NCOs for Sector A are Marilyn Noa (email Marilyn.Noa@nypd.org) and Raul
Rodriguez (email Raul.Rodriguez3@nypd.org). The NCOs for Sector B are Christopher Carlucci
(email Christopher.Carlucci@nypd.org) and John Lamneck (email John.Lamneck@nypd.org).
The NCOs for Sector C are Kenneth Feeley (email Kenneth.Feeley@nypd.org) and Brittany
Postiglione (email Brittany.Postiglione@nypd.org).

Each sector also has Community Partners, members of the community who serve as the lead
contacts and are the liasons between their community and the 17th precinct. The Community
Partners for Sector A are Father Chevian Mardiros (Saint Vartan Armenian Cathedral) and Matt
Roberts (The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association). For Sector B they are Insp. Matthew
Sullivan (UN Security) and Sherrill Kazan (Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza). Sector C
community partners are Peggy Willenbucher (Sutton Area Community Police Liason) and William
Church (Bloomberg Security).

Build the Block Meetings
The NYPD will hold Build the Block meetings starting in October 2018, where the community can
meet to discuss issues. These meetings will take place quarterly. You can see their schedule
at buildtheblock.nyc.

The 17th Precinct Community Council will continue to hold monthly meetings. These meetings
are also open to the public. You can see the schedule of these meetings
at www.17thprecinctcc.org.

How do you report a crime or quality of life issue?
1. Call 911 for an emergency or to report a crime.  

2. Call 311 or use the 311 app to log a quality of life issue (overflowing litter bin, rodent
sighting, noise, traffic, homeless person needing help, etc.). It is important to log items with
311 so that your issue will be included in the city's statistics. You will get a log number that
you can use as a reference.  

3. Murray Hill residents can also email The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association inbox at
info@murrayhillnyc.org, with their issues. Include the 911 or 311 log number if possible.  

4. NCOs can also be contacted for crime-related issues if a follow-up is needed. Include the
911 or 311 log number if possible.

This information is also posted on the MHNA website on the News page.
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The 13th Precinct, which encompasses 14th to 30th Street, will get neighborhood policing this fall.

 

Spectrum Cable To Be Booted From NY Under Commission
Decision  
July 27, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The Public Service Commission revoked approval of Charter Communications' 2016 merger with
Time Warner Cable and ordered the company to transition its service to a new provider.  
The company's "recurring failures" to live up to the terms of the merger approval led the
commission to find it "could no longer in good faith and conscience allow (Charter) to operate in
New York"...Charter has 60 days to file a plan to transition its New York operations to a different
company, the commission said, but must continue to serve its 2 million customers until that
transition is complete.

 

Changes in the neighborhood

New Renderings Revealed For 222 East 44th
Street In Midtown Manhattan  
July 20, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Andrew Nelson  
Construction on the 42-story residential tower at 222 East 44th Street, in
Midtown, is moving fast...Handel Architects is responsible for the
architecture, with interiors by Escobar Design...The 556-foot tall structure
will yield 355,600 square feet within, with 7,160 square feet dedicated to

ground floor retail use, and 350,000 square feet for residential use. 429 apartments will be
created, of which 109 will be let as affordable apartments. The lottery closed July 2nd...BLDG
Management is responsible for the development. Rendering by Binyan Studios.

Permits Pre-Filed For 120 Lexington Avenue, Nomad,
Manhattan  
July 18, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Andrew Nelson  
Permits have been pre-filed for a nine-story mixed-use building at 120 Lexington Avenue [28th
Street]...Daniel Dabakaroff of Skyland Management is listed as responsible for the
development.The 95-foot tall structure will yield 37,900 square feet, with 1,500 square feet
dedicated to residential use, 34,090 square feet for hotel use, and 2,320 square feet for a retail
shop on the first floor...Crown Architecture will be responsible for the design.

 

The new Medicare cards are being mailed in New York State
Now that card mailings have started in NYS, it’ll take at least a month to finish. Some seniors
might get new Medicare card at a different time than friends or neighbors.
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If you have a MyMedicare.gov account, you can sign in and see when your new card has been
mailed. If you don’t have a MyMedicare.gov account yet you can sign up at MyMedicare.gov. It’s
a free, secure way for you to access your personal Medicare-related information.

Related information: State Health Insurance Assistance Programs
(SHIPs)  
SHIPs offer local, personalized counseling and assistance to people with Medicare and their
caregivers. SHIPs can help with your Medicare questions, including eligibility, enrollment,
benefits, premiums, deductibles, and coinsurance, complaints and appeals, and navigating your
choices when it’s time to enroll in Original Medicare (Medicare Part A and Part B), a Medicare
Advantage Plan (like an HMO or PPO), or a Medicare drug plan. New York Contact: 1-800-701-
0501, website: www.aging.ny.gov/HealthBenefits

Accessibility
July 17, 2017, Report from the New York City Comptroller's office  
Service Denied: Accessibility and the New York City Subway
System  
For those with disabilities… or with young children… or immobilized by an injury…or the elderly…
the vast majority of subway stations provide little access to transit.  
[Editor's note: There are elevators at the Grand Central subway station, but the local 6 line
subway entrances at 33rd Street do not have elevators.]  
 

Affordability and homelessness

TriBeCa, SoHo Still Most Expensive Neighborhoods in New
York City...  
July 19, 2018, propertyshark.com, by Eliza Theiss  
Murray Hill ranks 42nd on Property Shark's Top 50 most expensive neighborhoods based on
median sale price in the past year. 

Despite Headwinds, de Blasio’s Housing Plan Moves
Forward as Costs Rise  
July 19, 2018, nytimes.com, by J. David Goodman  
Mayor Bill de Blasio announced Thursday that New York City had financed the creation or
preservation of more than 32,000 units of subsidized rental housing during the previous year...In
all, the city financed the preservation of 23,000 units...and the new construction of another
9,000...The mayor is now pledging to preserve or construct 300,000 units by 2026...For most
casual observers, the newly constructed units are often not evident — a mix of subsidized units
with market-rate housing that is a feature of the mayor’s housing plan...Very few of the units
financed in the last fiscal year — about 800 — came from the city’s mandatory inclusionary
housing law...The law, passed in 2016, requires a builder to include affordable housing units if a
new development benefits from certain zoning changes such as increased height.  

New York City to Consolidate Housing Subsidy Programs  
July 18, 2018, nytimes.com, by Nikita Stewart  
New York City is consolidating its system of rental subsidies...“Rather than seven programs with
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unique criteria, we will now have one unified program with consolidated criteria,” Steven Banks,
the commissioner of social services, said...Homelessness remains a crisis...[T]he new program
[is] called City Fighting Homelessness & Eviction Prevention Supplement...Landlords, potential
tenants and housing advocates said they were encouraged by the changes, which must be
announced in the city register and opened for public comment before taking effect in the fall. 

Stringer seeks to cap security deposits to no more than one
month’s dues  
July 16, 2018, amny.com, by Ivan Pereira and Sarina Trangle  
New Yorkers are spending far too much on initial rent payments, according to a report released
Sunday by the city controller’s office. And Scott Stringer is pushing the city and state to provide
those renters with relief.  

(opinion) City needs to overhaul affordable housing
programs  
July 24, 2018, rew-online.com, by Francisco Moya (Chair of the New York City Council
Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises)  
[T]he housing emergency only exists for renters in search of affordable apartments...The city lost
27 percent of its rent-stabilized housing stock between 2002 and 2014, a net loss of more than a
225,000 such units, according to a 2015 report by New York University’s Furman Center for Real
Estate & Urban Policy...Nearly one in four unregulated units that are affordable for low-income
households have also vanished from the market — a net loss of more than 95,000 units.  
In a half-measured effort to mitigate the need for affordable housing, the city adopted the
Mandatory Inclusionary Housing (MIH) initiative in 2016.   
I urge the city to address four key issues. First, the city must develop a process for tracking the
effects of gentrification. In order to craft good policy, we need good data, but we don’t currently
have any studies or statistics on secondary displacement due to re-zoning. Second, we need to
expand the forthcoming Certificate of No Harassment program to prevent landlords from pushing
tenants out of their units in order to raise the rent. Next, contracts for construction projects within
re-zoned areas must include responsible contractor language and promise to hire locally at
prevailing wages. Lastly, the MIH initiative needs to be reworked...  
A zoning strategy based on the needs of the market will never benefit the working-class. Re-
zonings, as they stand, are simply not in the best interest of average New Yorkers.

A Bill to Help Homeless Kids Has a Surprising Foe:
Homeless Advocates  
July 19, 2018, citylab.com, Rachel M. Cohen  
A [Federal] bill designed to expand HUD’s [U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development]
recognition of homelessness has focused attention on the debate over who counts as the most
vulnerable population...[T]here’s a growing crisis of family homelessness in the U.S., one that’s
been rendered invisible by HUD’s refusal to count those in need who are living in motels or
doubling up with others...Much of this debate stems from disagreements over the “Housing First”
model—an approach to ending homelessness that prioritizes getting people into permanent
housing, irrespective of whatever mental health, substance abuse, or other issues they may be
dealing with.

 

Transportation & traffic

https://www.amny.com/real-estate/security-deposit-laws-1.19846018
http://amny.com/
http://rew-online.com/2018/07/24/op-ed-city-needs-overhaul-affordable-housing-programs/
http://rew-online.com/
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2018/07/is-there-a-better-way-to-count-homeless-families/565583/
http://citylab.com/
https://endhomelessness.org/resource/housing-first/


East River Tunnels'
$550M Fix
Completed After
Sandy Devastation  
Jul 20, 2018, patch.com, by
Associated Press, News
Partner  
NEW YORK, NY — Work to

restore and upgrade New York City's Hugh L. Carey and Queens Midtown tunnels has wrapped
up six years after they were badly damaged during Superstorm Sandy.  
Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo and other elected officials celebrated the completion of the work
Friday in Queens.  
The tunnels now have 50,000-pound steel floodgates to protect them from water, as well as new
energy-efficient lights and cashless tolling technology.

Related article: Inside Cuomo’s plan to have your face scanned at
NYC toll plazas  
July 20, 2018, nypost.com, by Danielle Furfaro, Jennifer Bain and Ruth Brown  
Facial-recognition cameras at bridge and tunnel toll plazas across the city are already scanning
drivers’ visages and feeding them into databases to catch suspected criminals, Gov. Andrew
Cuomo revealed Friday...The tech...was switched on at Queens Midtown Tunnel and Brooklyn-
Battery Tunnel...[L]icense plates scanned at the toll plazas...are already being checked “for
warrants, suspected felons, parole violators, terrorist suspects” — and that the intel is passed
within five seconds on to cop cars stationed at the crossings.

Related article: Cuomo spent $253K on colored pylons that may
violate standards  
July 24, 2018, nypost.com, by Nolan Hicks and Bruce Golding

The M42 wins the “Pokey” award  

You can walk faster than the MTA’s slowest bus  
July 24, 2018, nypost.com, by Tamar Lapin and Rebecca Liebson   
The city’s slowest bus is the sluggish M42 in Manhattan [which goes across 42nd
Street]...according to an analysis by the Straphangers Campaign and TransitCenter...Advocates
called on the city to add dedicated bus lanes, to expand traffic signal priority for buses and to
allow people to board using all doors to help fix speed and reliability.

MTA seeks fare hikes as transit service suffers and ridership
tumbles  
July 25, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Dan Rivoli  

New York Could Become First Major U.S. City to Cap Uber
and Similar Vehicles  
July 26, 2018, nytimes.com, by Emma G. Fitzsimmons  
The legislation being considered by the City Council would make New York the first major
American city to set a limit on ride-hailing vehicles, which in a relatively short period of time have
transformed the transportation networks in cities across the world. Mayor Bill de
Blasio...suggested that the time had come to rein in the industry. The proposal supported by the
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City Council speaker, Corey Johnson, would halt the issuance of new for-hire vehicle licenses,
except for vehicles that are wheelchair accessible, while the city conducts a yearlong study of the
industry...Uber’s leaders have signaled that they were open to discussing new regulations, but
they have adamantly opposed any cap.

Related article: Uber to launch $1M congestion pricing campaign  
July 18, 2018, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein  
With New York City preparing to more tightly regulate Uber, the Silicon Valley unicorn on
Wednesday will announce a $1 million effort in pursuit of an alternative traffic-reduction method.

Related article: Carpooling has only made NYC’s traffic suck
more: study  
July 25, 2018, nypost.com, by Ruth Brown   
App-based carpooling services like UberPool are only making New York’s traffic-clogged streets
worse — because most people are using them instead of public transit or walking, according to a
new study...titled “The New Automobility: Lyft, Uber and the Future of American Cities.”...To
combat these trends, he recommends cities use congestion pricing, add more dedicated bus
lanes and regulate the ride-hail industry more heavily. Both Uber and Lyft have disputed [the
study's] findings.

Citi Bike Expands Discount Memberships to Reach More
Low-Income New Yorkers  
July 17, 2018, nytimes.com, by Zoe Greenberg  
On Tuesday, the city announced that residents who receive food stamps can purchase a Citi Bike
membership for $5 a month, a third of the standard $14.95 monthly rate...An annual contract...is
no longer required for the discounted rate.

 

Legislation (including pending and appealed) and city policies  

Bill Forcing Airbnb To Hand Over Hosts' Info Passes City
Council  
Jul 18, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The Council unanimously passed a bill that would require Airbnb and other home-sharing
services to turn over hosts' names, addresses, listing URLs and other information to the Mayor's
Office of Special Enforcement, which goes after illegal short-term rentals. For each listing they
don't disclose or report improperly, the platforms would face a fine of $1,500 or the amount of fees
collected on the listing in the preceding year, whichever is greater, the bill says. A previous
version called for much steeper fines of up to $25,000 per listing..."This bill is about transparency
and bringing accountability to billion-dollar companies who are not being good neighbors," said
Councilwoman Carlina Rivera (D-Manhattan), the bill's lead sponsor.

Related article: (Opinion) Leave the little guy be: Shut illegal
hotels and let ordinary Airbnb hosts earn extra cash  
July 20, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Daily News Editorial Board

The Jail Next Door: A Look at the 14 Correctional Facilities
in New York’s Neighborhoods  
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July 17, 2018, citylimits.org, by Harry DiPrinzio  
In February Mayor de Blasio and the City Council moved forward with an agreement to transition
to borough-based jails in order to close Rikers...Opposition to a jail next door is an instinctual and
relatable response...But what does a jail next door really mean? [In Kips Bay: Bellevue Hospital
Prison Ward, capacity 53].

(opinion) New York won’t beat the federal tax law in court,
and it shouldn’t  
Liberals should be rooting against the state’s lawsuit to block the SALT deduction cap.  
July 25, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Scott Lemieux

 

Elections & politics

State to fund cyber-protection of voting systems  
July 17, 2018, timesunion.com, staff report  
The state will begin soliciting contracts from companies that will assess the cyber-security risks of
New York's voting systems and help improve internet firewalls for county boards of elections...The
contracts will be handled by the state Office of General Services on behalf of the state's Board of
Elections.

Related article: Experts Confident in New York Election Security,
Though Risk of Temporary ‘Chaos’ Remains  
July 20, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Brachfeld  
Governor Andrew Cuomo announced on Tuesday new measures to enhance the security of the
state’s elections. They include “comprehensive risk assessments, intrusion detection devices, and
managed security services for all county boards of elections,” as well as training for election staff
on cyber security.   

Related article: State AGs Urge Congress To Enhance Election
Security  
Posted July 23, 2018, nystateofpolitics.com  
Attorneys general from 21 states on Monday urged Congress to enhance election security ahead
of the 2018 midterm elections. The coalition, which includes New York Attorney General Barbara
Underwood, wrote in a letter to Congress urging them to enhance cybersecurity and guard
against potential cyberattacks similar to the Russian interference in the 2016 elections.

How public funds help strengthen NYC’s democracy  
Email from NYC Votes (NYC Campaign Finance Board), July 19, 2018  
[C]ampaign finance has everything to do with how our elections are run and how strong our
democracy is...New York City’s municipal elections are more democratic than the elections we
have at the state and federal levels. NYC’s public matching funds program matches campaign
contributions from New Yorkers...at a rate of $6-to-$1, helping participating candidates run strong
campaigns without having to seek large contributions.

Inside Attorney General Candidates’ July Campaign Finance
Filings  
July 21, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Brachfeld  
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The race for state Attorney General appears to be the most wide open in the 2018 New York
election cycle, at least among statewide races. [F]our Democrats have jumped into a competitive
primary that will be decided on September 13, with the winner automatically seen as the
frontrunner to win the general election against Republican nominee Keith Wofford and Green
Party nominee Michael Sussman.  
Public Advocate Letitia James, endorsed by Governor Andrew Cuomo and the State Democratic
Party, leads the pack with $1.16 million raised for the attorney general race, and $991,000 cash
on hand as of mid-July...  
Fordham law professor Zephyr Teachout, who challenged Cuomo in the 2014 gubernatorial
primary and won 34 percent of the vote, touted over 10,000 different donations as a show of
grassroots support. She is also repeatedly reminding the public who and what she is not taking
money from: corporations and limited liability companies (LLCs)...  
U.S. Representative Sean Patrick Maloney...while he has mostly been continuing with his work
in Washington, D.C. as opposed to being on the campaign trail, he brought in a little more than $1
million for his attorney general campaign, and has about $3 million in his congressional campaign
account, which he says he can use, but that interpretation is open to question.  
Leecia Eve, a former aide to both Governor Cuomo and then-Senator Hillary Clinton, and the
fourth candidate in the primary, has raised the least money of the group...  
Keith Wofford, the Republican nominee for AG, has raised $1,048,801.38 and has
$1,023,847.76 cash on hand.  
 

New York City Charter Revision

Mayoral Charter Revision Commission Releases Preliminary
Report  
July 17, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
With less than two months left to complete its work, Mayor Bill de Blasio’s charter revision
commission released a preliminary report on Tuesday outlining five broad issue areas --
campaign finance, municipal elections, civic engagement, community boards, and redistricting --
that it will continue to explore in public hearings and community events.

Related article: De Blasio commission will weigh property tax
reform again  
July 24, 2018, nypost.com, by Lois Weiss 

 

Murray Hill in history

Flatiron Explosion Just One Of Many Steam Blasts To Rock
NYC  
Jul 22, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
Some of New York's most iconic buildings — including the Chrysler Building...are served by a
massive steam system that winds its way across Manhattan and dates back to the 1880s,
according to ConEdison, the company that runs the pipes.  
"They tend to be big buildings," said ConEd spokesman Allan Drury. "Empire State Building,
Grand Central Station, United Nations are some of the bigger steam customers....ConEd has
rolled out a remote monitoring system over the last several years to keep an eye on the steam

http://www.gothamgazette.com/city/7807-mayoral-charter-revision-commission-to-release-preliminary-report
http://gothamgazette.com/
https://nypost.com/2018/07/24/de-blasio-commission-will-weigh-property-tax-reform-again/
http://nypost.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/gh30j/flatiron-explosion-just-one-of-many-steam-blasts-to-rock-nyc
http://patch.com/


system that serves about 1,600 customers, Drury said. Steam provides heating, cooling and hot
water. It's more efficient than natural gas and takes up less space than storing fuel on site, Drury
said.  
[July] 2007 — Explosion Rocks Grand Central Area  
The city's last major steam pipe explosion created chaos during the evening rush hour of July 18,
2007. The blast near Grand Central Terminal [41st Street and Lexington Avenue] just before 6
p.m. that day left one person dead and more than 30 injured, the Times reported at the time.  
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Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 
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