
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

If you are having difficulty reading this email, you can view it in your browser: 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News
section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Changed
Eneslow Shoes & Orthotics, The Foot Comfort Center, 470 Park Avenue South (at 32nd
Street), 1-800-ENESLOW (363-7569), 10% discount. 

Put Your Best Fish Forward in Murray Hill!  A seafood class and demonstration over lunch,
brunch or dinner. At the chef's studio or your location, by appointment. Contact Michael-Ann
at michaelannrowe@gmail.com or 646-345-4412, $95/pp, MHNA members book five seats, and
get the sixth seat free.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government
resources, substance abuse programs, heat season rules, contact information for local elected
officials, and more.

Information that may be of interest...July 16, 2018

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://eneslow.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=470+Park+Avenue+South&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.michaelannrowe.com/recipes/whole-snapper-no-bones-about-it
mailto:michaelannrowe@gmail.com?subject=Put%20Your%20Best%20Fish%20Forward%20in%20Murray%20Hill!
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/resources/select_resources.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Resources&subsection=sidebar


For Murray Hill road closures for public projects and street fair information, visit Traffic Updates
on www.murrayhillnyc.org.

Link to our Privacy Statement  

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

July 19     1pm 
Webinar for Small Businesses
Outdo Your Competition by Optimizing Your Online Search Listing. Today, four in five consumers
use search engines to find information about local businesses. However, local online marketing is
getting more and more competitive. Standing out is a challenge, but it is possible if you work at it.
During this webinar produced by SCORE, a resource partner of the U.S. Small Business
Administration, you will learn:  

The top online directories/citation sites you should get your business listed on
What’s NAP and why it’s important  
What pictures you should add to your listing and who else can add them  
Why frequently logging into your listing is crucial and how it can prevent business from
being lost to your competition  
How long videos should be and what formats to upload  
Other local SEO strategies that your competitors probably aren’t using  

About the presenter: Sherry Bonelli, owner of Early Bird Marketing, is a nationally recognized
search engine optimization expert and digital marketing professional. She has appeared on the
TODAY Show, CNN, ABC News, MSNBC and other media outlets. As a guest columnist for some
of the leading SEO and digital marketing websites she’s earned recognition by having some of
the most shared local SEO blog posts on the internet. She is also a recognized national
presenter, speaking at industry events, webinars and podcasts.  
Register here: https://cc.readytalk.com/registration/#/?meeting=umrna2ay29s3&campaign=
msf7t5v3wdah  
More webinars: https://www.score.org/live-webinars  

Take our survey about Murray Hill and the MHNA
We would like to know what issues in Murray Hill are important to you. This survey will only take a
few minutes. It will help the MHNA work more effectively for the neighborhood in the coming
year. Please take the survey only once. We will not share any personal information. Survey
results will only be reported anonymously and in aggregate.

Take survey: murrayhillnyc.org/survey
Thank you!

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=10746&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&topicid=0
https://cc.readytalk.com/registration/#/?meeting=umrna2ay29s3&campaign=msf7t5v3wdah
https://cc.readytalk.com/registration/#/?meeting=umrna2ay29s3&campaign=msf7t5v3wdah
https://www.score.org/live-webinars
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/survey


IMPORTANT REMINDER: Infrastructure project on 2nd & 3rd
Avenues, 33rd and 35th Street and surrounding areas!
People have been contacting us to ask about the tree guards on 2nd and 3rd Avenues and on
33rd and 35th Streets. These tree guards are the first step in a major city infrastructure project.
The work will include the installation of new water mains, curbs, catch basins, sewers and
hydrants. This work is necessary to ensure delivery of essential services. There will also be utility
infrastructure and roadway restoration work. The project will involve water service interruptions,
street lane closures and temporary re-routing of buses and bus stops, and will last for 3 years.

NYC DOT allowable work hours: Monday - Friday 7am-10pm, Saturday & Sunday 8am-10pm.

We will be posting updates on our website www.murrayhillnyc.org in the Traffic Change Updates
section. If you live or work in the work zone and need to get specific information about this
project, have your email put on their email list. See the flier for details.

Project flier
 

Many MHNA and Community Board 6 committees are on
hiatus for the summer
Check the CB6 Calendar if you wish to see what CB6 meetings will take place.

Check the MHNA Calendar to see upcoming MHNA events.

 

GrowNYC's Fresh Food Box Program
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin email July 2018  

GrowNYC's Fresh Food Box Program is a food access initiative that enables under-served
communities to purchase fresh, healthy, primarily regionally-grown produce well below traditional
retail prices. Through the power of collaborative purchasing, Fresh Food Box customers purchase
for $14-15 what would cost $20-$30 in a store. All Fresh Food Box sites accept SNAP/EBT and
Health Bucks, to make shares even more affordable.   

How Fresh Food Box works:  
Visit a Fresh Food Box site near you
Pay $14 (or $15 at workplace sites) in cash, credit/debit, EBT/SNAP, or Health Bucks for
next week’s share  
Return the following week to pick up your share containing 10-15 pounds of fresh, high-
quality produce

Nearest location to Murray Hill: Bellevue Hospital - 462 1st Avenue – in the Rotunda, Thursdays,
11am – 2pm

For additional details and sites visit https://www.grownyc.org/greenmarketco/foodbox.

 

https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11100&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/MED607_June_2018_Community_Startup_Advisory.pdf
http://cbsix.org/calendar
https://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/events/event_calendar.cfm?clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&ThisPage=Calendar
https://maps.google.com/?q=462+1st+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.grownyc.org/greenmarketco/foodbox


Changes in the neighborhood 

 
Exclusive Reveal For Koreatown’s
First Residential Skyscraper At 316
Fifth Avenue, By Kohn Pedersen Fox
July 9, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Nikolai Fedak  
[D]eveloper Cottonwood Management is planning a 539-
foot-tall tower designed by Kohn Pedersen Fox...  
Demolition of the site’s former occupants has now
wrapped, with advocates of preservation failing in efforts to
red-tape the previously extant structures, now reduced to
rubble. Photo on the right are the buildings that were
previously at that site.  

 

Murray Hill in the news  

Finding Repose in New York City’s Hidden Spaces  
July 13, 2018, nytimes.com, by Kenneth R. Rosen  
“Today the mews provide a nice break from the street grid,” said Michelle Young, a professor of
architecture at Columbia University and the founder-editor of Untapped Cities. “It’s a quaint
surprise to happen upon a mews, especially with the high skyscrapers that surround them.”  
A mews traditionally housed horses — the term originally referred to the royal stables in London,
which were built where the king’s hawks had been mewed, or confined...  
[T]he nostalgia for tucked-away spaces remains strong.  
“I see the hidden enclaves as more important than ever in a market full of celebrities and
boldfaced names,” said Jonathan J. Miller, the president of the real estate appraisal firm Miller
Samuel. “It is a mistake to write off Manhattan’s residential nooks and crannies.”  
Most of the ones that remain — like Warren Place Mews in Cobble Hill, Washington Mews in
Greenwich Village, Love Lane in Brooklyn Heights, Sylvan Court in Harlem, and Sniffen Court in
Murray Hill — are accessible to the public, but usually just for gawking. Apartments in these
hidden byways, some of which have been designated historic districts by the city, rarely come on
the market and are priced for their exclusivity...  
Despite the city’s rich architectural history, these authentic spaces are rare in New York. Two
centuries ago, New York City decided against maintaining the rear alleyways and mews that are
still common in many other cities...  
Mosette Broderick, the director of urban design and architecture studies at New York University,
longs for the days when more of these small-scale spaces existed and when “people had
community with each other.”

 

 

How Grand Central was saved
The Committee to Save Grand Central  

https://newyorkyimby.com/2018/07/kohn-pedersen-foxs-latest-manhattan-skyscraper-revealed-at-316-fifth-avenue-midtown.html
http://newyorkyimby.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/13/realestate/finding-repose-in-new-york-citys-hidden-spaces.html
http://nytimes.com/


In 1975, Grand Central's landmark designation had been
voided by the NY Supreme Court, clearing the way for a
new, profitable skyscraper that would destroy much of the
Terminal and bury its facade. Enter: The Committee to
Save Grand Central!

The Municipal Art Society formed the committee with the
help of prominent local figures like Bess Myerson, Philip
Johnson, Ed Koch, and one of the most famous women in
the world: Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. The four crusaded
with MAS to save the Terminal's landmark status, and

ultimately succeeded in 1978.  

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis spoke on behalf of the Committee to Save Grand Central on
numerous occasions, including sending a letter to then-Mayor Abe Beame, urging him to help
preserve Grand Central despite the city's fiscal problems.

Not long after, Beame told the city's laywers to appeal the State Supreme Court decision, and the
case went to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Read more

40 YEARS RESCUED, 20 YEARS RENEWED

Grand Central Terminal’s 105-year journey has been as much about survival as it has
reinvention. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court ruling that preserved the
building’s historic landmark status, prohibiting the construction of a 55-story office tower that
would have obscured the façade and demolished the Main Concourse. The historic campaign to
rescue Grand Central was led by several notable New Yorkers organized by The Municipal Art
Society of New York, including former First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, for whom the
renovated main entry foyer on 42nd Street and Park Avenue is named. By effectively saving the
building, the ruling opened discussions to consider major improvements to Grand Central, which
had been falling into disrepair.

While the Supreme Court ruling saved the building, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s
multi-phase restoration served as its rebirth. For the restoration, the MTA retained Beyer Blinder
Belle as its architectural consultant to assist in returning the neglected building to its original
splendor. Significant renovations included the cleaning of the vaulted constellation ceiling and
building’s marble and Caen stone, a new Main Concourse East stairwell which appeared in the
original design but had never been built, heating and air conditioning capabilities, and an infusion
of quality restaurants, food vendors, and shops. The renewed Terminal officially reopened its
doors to admirers, shoppers, and diners October 1, 1998, and was celebrated with a
Rededication Ceremony, marking the turning point of when the once grand building became a
destination again.

To celebrate the anniversary, Grand Central Terminal and New York Transit Museum are
partnering with The Municipal Art Society of New York, which is celebrating its own milestone –
125 years of protecting and preserving the city’s legacy spaces and encouraging thoughtful
planning and urban design. Grand Central will host an exhibit by The Municipal Art Society of
New York reviewing 40 years of Grand Central history in Vanderbilt Hall later this year.

Related article  
 

https://www.grandcentralterminal.com/celebrates/
https://www.grandcentralterminal.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Connections_Magazine_SS18.pdf


Justice Department appeals AT&T-Time Warner merger  
07/12/18, thehill.com, by Harper Neidig  
The Justice Department on Thursday filed to appeal a federal judge's decision to approve the $85
billion AT&T-Time Warner merger.  
In a massive blow to prosecutors, Judge Richard Leon of the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia said last month that the merger could move forward without any conditions attached.  
The two companies closed the deal days later.  
The Justice Department sued to block the deal in November 2017, alleging that the combination
would allow AT&T, the largest pay-TV provider in the country, to use Time Warner's stable of
popular entertainment offerings to suppress competitors...  
[Judge Leon] backed AT&T's claims that the merger would allow the companies to marry the
telecom giant's trove of consumer data with Time Warner content in order to deliver targeted
advertising — a market that's currently dominated by web giants like Facebook and Google.  
AT&T has already taken over Time Warner, which it's renamed Warner Media, and installed John
Stankey, a longtime AT&T executive, at the helm. In a recent town hall event with HBO
employees, Stankey unveiled his vision for the network.  
“I want more hours of engagement," he said, according to a recording obtained by The New York
Times. "Why are more hours of engagement important? Because you get more data and
information about a customer that then allows you to do things like monetize through alternate
models of advertising as well as subscriptions, which I think is very important to play in
tomorrow’s world.”

 

For small businesses

FREE legal service - the Commercial Lease Assistance
Program
The New York City Department of Small Business Services launched a FREE legal service - the
Commercial Lease Assistance Program - to assist small businesses with commercial lease
issues.  
 
Article: https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/083-18/city-free-legal-services-help-small-
businesses-lease-issues

State & city budgets  

DiNapoli Releases Analysis of State Budget Financial and
Capital Plan  
The state's fiscal year 2018-19 Enacted Budget Financial Plan projects that spending will outpace
revenues over the next three years with potential cumulative gaps totaling $17.9 billion, according
to a report by State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli.  
DiNapoli's report also notes:  
More Spending Taken Off-Budget: The Financial Plan presents this fiscal year's growth in State
Operating Funds spending as 2 percent. This reflects the movement off-budget of $1.4 billion in
disbursements for the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), as well as other budget
management actions  
Spending on Capital Projects Decreasing  

http://thehill.com/policy/technology/396771-justice-department-appeals-time-warner-att-merger
http://thehill.com/
https://www1.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/article/get-free-legal-advice
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/083-18/city-free-legal-services-help-small-businesses-lease-issues
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/press/releases/july18/070218.htm


Billions in Temporary Resources: The Financial Plan includes nearly $6.7 billion in temporary
and non-recurring resources, excluding federal funds...One-time resources such as these funds
are most appropriately used for capital investments or other one-time expenses. Of the total
spent, $2.1 billion, or 37.5 percent, had been used for various forms of budget relief.

 
Ugly war of words after Gov. Cuomo says he wants to split
subway plan funding with city  
July 12, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Dan Rivoli and Molly Crane-Newman  
Gov. Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio are in a standoff to see who’s budget will get busted for fixing
the dilapidated subway...  
Cuomo, who controls the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, wants the transit turnaround plan
from NYC Transit President Andy Byford to be split between the state and the city, 50-50...  
[De Blasio spokesman Eric Phillips wrote] “Rather than constantly asking for more from all our
riders and taxpayers, the governor should pass a millionaire’s tax to fix the trains he’s run into the
ground.”  

Cuomo Faces Another Decision on MTA Funding ‘Lockbox’  
July 11, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Brachfeld  
A bill to create a “transit lockbox” passed both houses of the state Legislature at the end of the
session last month, setting up a showdown between the Legislature and Governor Andrew
Cuomo, who has presided over hundreds of millions of dollars in diverted MTA funds and has
been hesitant to lose flexibility to use money allocated to MTA operations and improvements for
other purposes, such as debt service. Cuomo vetoed an identical bill in 2013...  
Mayor Bill de Blasio frequently accuses the governor of having raided the MTA’s budget of $456
million...  
The governor disputes the mayor’s numbers on diverted funds, and has noted in the past that the
state contributes more to the MTA than the city, which is true but for the fact that much of the
state money originates with city taxpayers and commuters. The MTA has countered the mayor’s
allegations by noting that “diversion” is a misnomer, given that substantial portions of the moved
funds go toward paying down the MTA’s debt.  
 

Affordability

Intro 981 [a bill introduced in the New York City Council to require home sharing websites to
share addresses and other information about New York City spaces for rent with the NYC
government]   
Souce: email from Council Member Keith Powers, July 10, 2018  
Short-term rentals remove crucial space needed for affordable housing, and contribute to rising
rents—neither of which New York City can afford. We need more investment in long-term
affordable housing for New Yorkers, not short-term rentals that can pose significant financial and
safety threats to existing tenants and neighbors.  
I support Intro 981—along with a majority of the Council—because it will ensure our City
government can access information that will allow for the identification of these illegal renting
practices. More easily identifying these postings will create a clearer path for the Council to
introduce legislation that continues this fight against illegal renting. The next step after
identification is enforcement, and I will continue to push for legislation that ensures specific
repercussions against these landlords.  
New Yorkers deserve protection against those illegally taking permanent housing off the market
and subsequently raising rent in our neighborhoods. This issue is at the forefront of my legislative

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/ny-metro-cuomo-de-blasio-subway-funding-20180712-story.html
http://nydailynews.com/
http://www.gothamgazette.com/state/7794-cuomo-faced-with-another-decision-on-mta-funding-lockbox
http://gothamgazette.com/


priorities and I will continue to support bills that will work to keep and create affordable housing in
our city and protect our neighborhoods from illegal rent activity.

 

(opinion) A pied-à-terre tax is smart policy – and it’s
constitutional  
July 4, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Alec Schierenbeck  
New York has always had its share of part-time residents: snowbirds who spend winters in
Florida, suburban families with an apartment in the city for late nights at the office and weekends
in town. Increasingly, however, the city’s housing stock is attracting the international elite, drawn
by the promise of a second home (or third, or fourth) in the playground of Manhattan and a way to
invest, or launder, cash.  
Were New York not in the middle of a severe housing crisis, these pieds-à-terre might be of only
passing concern. But as the cost of housing in New York continues to climb faster than incomes,
the city can hardly afford to have so much of its housing stock underused, constricting supply and
raising prices for New Yorkers.  
Part-time residents do not pay local income taxes. They don’t pay sales taxes when they aren’t in
town. Many of the new buildings benefit from huge tax abatements and ultra-luxury condos and
co-ops are vastly under-assessed by the city’s byzantine property tax system...  
So these super-rich property owners contribute vastly less than their fair share to the cost of
government services, like the parks, mass transit, sanitation and public safety that make New
York a desirable place to live – and that are essential to the escalating value of their
investments...  
[P]assing a pied-à-terre tax...won’t be easy. Real estate interests, which have donated heavily to
politicians in Albany, will resist change that could diminish their gigantic profits on apartments that
sell for eight or nine figures.  
But a policy that could increase the supply of available apartments and bring hundreds of millions
in new revenues, which could fund affordable housing or other crucial needs for the city’s
working-class, at least deserves the support of New York’s progressive establishment.  

 

Tech firm raises millions to buy out leases on vacant
apartments  
July 3, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Joe Anuta  
A Manhattan tech firm plans to spend $10 million over the next year buying out the leases on
vacant apartments and then renting the units out itself. Rezi emerged from Silicon Valley's Y
Combinator accelerator program last year before raising $30 million on the idea that it can use
machine learning and tech to make apartment leasing more efficient...  
Vacant units have been a particular problem for new developments in neighborhoods such as
Long Island City and Downtown Brooklyn, where a glut of supply has come online in a short
period of time. However, that has not been a problem in Manhattan lately. According to a rental
report covering May of this year, the average Manhattan apartment sat on the market for just 29
days, down 36% from 44 days a year earlier.  
 

Legislation (including pending)

Proposed changes to Title X Family Planning Grant Program
aim to defund certain family planning facilities  
Source: State Senator Liz Krueger's Community Bulletin email, July 2018  

https://www.cityandstateny.com/articles/opinion/commentary/manhattan-pied-a-terre-tax-smart-policy-constitutional.html
http://cityandstateny.com/
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180703/REAL_ESTATE/180709978/tech-firm-raises-millions-to-buy-out-leases-on-vacant-apartments
http://crainsnewyork.com/


 
Title X is a federal grant program that was instituted in 1970 during Richard Nixon’s presidency,
and is the only source of federal funding designated solely for family planning and preventive
healthcare for low-income and inadequately insured individuals. The Trump administration’s Title
X proposed rule would prohibit Title X healthcare facilities from performing abortions and
providing referrals for abortion care. Title X facilities do not use federal funding to cover the cost
of providing abortion care, yet, the Trump administration claims that the Title X proposed rule is
necessary to ensure compliance. It is clear that what the administration seeks is to defund Title X
facilities that provide abortion.  
 
The proposed rule was published in the Federal Register on June 1st under the title, “Compliance
with Statutory Program Integrity Requirements.” If you would like to comment on this proposed
rule, the deadline to submit a public comment is July 31st. Public comments are to be submitted
in writing by letter or online at: https://www.regulations.gov/comment?D=HHS-OS-2018-0008-
0001. Look at the docket to see the comments that have already been submitted. You can contact
State Senator Liz Krueger's office if you have any questions about the proposed rule or
submitting a comment: 212-490-9535 or liz@lizkrueger.com.

 

De Blasio aims to revive plan adding thousands more food
cart permits  
July 4, 2018, nypost.com, by Rich Calder  
Perhaps the city should start thinking about congestion pricing for sidewalks.  
Mayor Bill de Blasio says he wants to revive a plan to add more than 3,000 street food cart
permits over the next decade and is “hopeful” he and the City Council can reach a deal this year.  
Currently, the city caps the number at 5,100 — creating a black market where the two-year, $200
permits can sell for as much as $25,000...  
Business leaders...complained that the influx of vendors would be unfair competition...  
Mayoral spokeswoman Jane Meyer said the administration is committed to helping street vendors
while also protecting rent-paying businesses.

Related information from an email from Council Member Carlina Rivera:   
Councilwoman Rivera is working with advocates and vendors to create a solution that allows for
additional community involvement as we explore increases in vendor licensing.

City to unveil preliminary details of controversial waste zone
plan on Thursday  
July 11, 2018, politico.com, by Danielle Muoio  
Sanitation Commissioner Kathryn Garcia will unveil key details of the city’s controversial waste
franchising plan on Thursday at a closed-door meeting with advocates, labor and industry
representatives.  
The city said in 2016 that it would switch to zone collection — a system that would divide the city
into sections that private waste haulers could then bid to service. The move is meant to cut down
on pollution and traffic while giving the city better leverage to regulate the private waste industry.  
Garcia told POLITICO she will unveil the main premise of the plan on Thursday, but that it could
still be subject to changes before it’s made public in August. The proposal would divide the city
into 20 zones and allow between three to five private carters to service a single zone. There will
be three carters per zone for outer boroughs and between four and five carters per zone in central
business districts in Manhattan...  
Industry leaders and the Real Estate Board of New York have long opposed the city’s efforts to
advance a zone collection system. Opponents argue that waste zones would raise rates,
negatively affect customer service and put smaller carters out of business...  
REBNY and the New Yorkers for Responsible Waste Management, a trade group of private

https://www.regulations.gov/comment?D=HHS-OS-2018-0008-0001
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http://politico.com/


haulers that was formed to oppose commercial waste zoning, have called on Council members to
support a bill sponsored by Council Member Robert Cornegy Jr...  
Cornegy’s bill, Intro 996, would set benchmarks for the private waste industry without pursuing
commercial waste zones. The bill’s introduction sparked a fight with Council Member Antonio
Reynoso, chairman of the sanitation committee, who plans to codify the city’s zoning plan into
legislation.

Related article: REBNY, business groups call on de Blasio to
ditch commercial waste zones  
Coalition argues for business-friendly New York City Council bill instead.  
July 8, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin  
Major business interests in New York City have written a letter urging New York City Mayor Bill de
Blasio’s Department of Sanitation to withdraw its plans for a zoned commercial waste pickup
system...  
The nine business groups that signed the letter, including the Real Estate Board of New York, the
New York State Restaurant Association and the National Supermarket Association, have been
opposed to the zone franchise idea since the beginning. In their letter, they say the proposal is
“severely flawed, inappropriate for New York, and cannot be salvaged.”...  
Instead, the groups are asking the de Blasio administration to let the New York City Council
handle it – through Intro 996, sponsored by City Council members Robert Cornegy and Mark
Gjonaj. The bill was introduced in June as business-friendly legislation that would block the city’s
ability to institute zones, while addressing some worker safety and carbon emissions issues that
have plagued the industry.  
The Sanitation Department has said it would release a framework for a commercial waste zone
program sometime this summer. 

 
New York to launch a new way to dispose of your
medications  
July 11, 2018, lohud.com, Jon Campbell  
ALBANY - New York will soon have a statewide program for collecting old medication to ensure
it's disposed of properly after Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed a bill into law this week.  
Cuomo approved the new drug takeback program on Tuesday, a year after he vetoed a similar
program amid concerns the cost would be borne by pharmacists.  
The new program requires drug manufacturers to cover the cost of collecting drugs at pharmacies
and other facilities across the state in an effort to cut back on those people who flush old
medications, which can contaminate water supplies.  
 
 

City Charter Revision Committee  
 

City Council Charter Revision Commission Takes Shape  
July 10, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
The New York City Council’s commission to review the city charter -- a separate effort from an
existing commission created by Mayor Bill de Blasio -- has been fully appointed and is set to
begin its work next Monday, July 16.  
The City Council passed a bill in April, spearheaded by Public Advocate Letitia James, Manhattan
Borough President Gale Brewer, and Council Speaker Corey Johnson, to create a commission to
analyze the city’s governing document and recommend potentially significant changes to the

https://www.cityandstateny.com/articles/politics/new-york-city/rebny-business-groups-call-de-blasio-ditch-commercial-waste-zones
http://cityandstateny.com/
https://www.lohud.com/story/news/politics/albany/2018/07/11/new-york-launch-new-way-dispose-your-medications/775463002/
http://lohud.com/
http://www.gothamgazette.com/city/7795-city-council-charter-revision-commission-takes-shape
http://gothamgazette.com/


structure and functions of city government. Although any such commission is allowed to consider
the entire composition of the city charter, Brewer, James, and Johnson have pointed to a few
broad priority areas including improving the city’s land use policies, strengthening the City
Council’s ‘advise and consent’ role in approving mayoral appointees to city agencies and
commissions, enhancing the Council’s power over city budgeting, and implementing stronger
oversight of the mayoral administration.

 

Politics & elections  

 

Democratic Candidates for Attorney General Plant
Campaign Flags  
 
June 29, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Ben Brachfeld & Ben Max  
The race for attorney general has quickly become one of the most competitive and intriguing of
the 2018 election cycle in New York...  
 
[F]our Democrats decided to throw their hats in the ring: Public Advocate Letitia James; U.S.
Representative Sean Patrick Maloney; Verizon executive Leecia Eve; and Fordham law professor
Zephyr Teachout...Barbara Underwood, the former solicitor general who the state Legislature
voted in as attorney general for the rest of the year [replacing Eric Schneiderman]...declared she
was not interested in running for election herself.  
 

Does New York State have your money?
Enter your name at the link below to search for lost money in New York State's unclaimed assets
department.  
[Editor's note: I did this on behalf of my elderly aunt, who was not well organized with her finances
and we reclaimed a large amount of money for her. Do it on the unclaimed assets websites for all
states you have lived in.]

https://ouf.osc.state.ny.us/ouf  
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Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association  

  

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
 

or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  
 

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
 

in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!  
   

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 
   

You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association or if you have signed up for our emails. 

 
To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove”

in the subject.  
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