
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

If you are having difficulty reading this email, you can view it in your browser: 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News
section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

New
Stone Bridge Pizza & Salad, 16 East 41st Street (between 5th & Madison Avenue),
646-791-5690, 10% off (dine in only).

Removed
Notaro has closed their Murray Hill location.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government
resources, substance abuse programs, heat season rules, contact information for local elected
officials, and more.

Information that may be of interest...June 18, 2018

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://stonebridgepizzaandsalad.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=16+East+41st+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/resources/select_resources.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Resources&subsection=sidebar


For Murray Hill road closures for public projects and street fair information, visit Traffic Updates
on www.murrayhillnyc.org.

Link to our Privacy Statement  

 

Murray Hill Photo Album
 

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

June 21  6:30pm  
Staged reading of A Midsummer Night's Dream  
FREE. A staged reading of A Midsummer Night's Dream performed on midsummer night, June
21, with new staging, new costumes and 17 actors along with their traditional champagne and
strawberry reception. They hope you will join them for this joyous evening. RSVP to Louise
Muse, email louisemuse4@gmail.com. Telephone 212-818-1200.  
at The English-Speaking Union  
144 East 39th Street

 

Kudos!
Cindy Lerner was recognized by the United Federation of Teachers School Counselors
Chapter for her advocacy, commitment and dedication to the Union and New York City public
school students and families. Cindy is a Trustee of the MHNA.

Barbara Edmonds, of the Church of the Covenant, heard on the radio. On the District
Council 37 radio show Dir. of Field Ops. Barbara Edmonds describes the union's new initiative,
Women's Leadership Academy, to train women leaders. Hosted by Chris Policano. Aired May 27
and May 30 on 91.5 WNYE-FM. Also available as a podcast, search 'DC 37 State of the Union' in
your podcast app and download for free. To listen to past programs, click below: http://go.
cityandstatemedia.com/e/168882/news-radioshows-radioshows/273wsk/155577860 

Robb Pruitt has adopted Third Avenue from 34th to 35th. He is helping to keep it clean
and safe and has been successful in reporting issues to 311 and enlisting help from merchants.

 

If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual, business or non-profit, please email
nancysheran@gmail.com.
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PLEASE TAKE OUR SURVEY!
We would like to get your opinions on neighborhood issues and how we are doing. Please
complete this survey by August 1. It should only take a few minutes of your time! 

Take survey now: murrayhillnyc.org/survey 

Thank you!

 

Reconfiguration of East 33rd Street between 1st and 2nd
Avenue to a 2-way street began May 25
Work to reconfigure East 33rd Street between 1st Avenue and 2nd Avenue from 1-way to 2-way
began on May 25, 2018.

The normal working hours for this project are 7am to 3pm Monday through Friday. All work for this
project will take place at the south and north corners of 33rd Street & 2nd Ave. Please note that
this schedule is weather dependent.

The first phase (weeks 1-2) they will remove an existing sidewalk corner and one-way sign, install
a new sidewalk & pedestrian ramp, and install tree protection

The second phase (weeks 2-4) will include removing the existing concrete median and curb,
removing existing road markings and installing new markings, and installing new asphalt,
sidewalk bollards, and road markings.

The third and final phase (weeks 4-6) will include removing the existing tree, removing the
existing pedestrian island, removing the existing flexible bollards, restoring pavement at the
removed island, and installing new street markings.  

 

CB6  and MHNA to monitor major infrastructure upgrades in
Murray Hill and Kips Bay  
The Department of Design and Construction (DDC) will begin work this summer on Project
MED607, a $37 million project to install new and replace old water mains and sewers (start date
is not yet known). The project is estimated to take three years to complete. The work will be
mostly on 1st and 2nd Avenue, 33rd and 35th Streets. CB6 and the MHNA will be monitoring this
project closely. We have posted this information on the MHNA website in the Traffic Updates
section and will update it as we get additional information. Flier

Source: New York Landmarks Conservancy email of 6/13/18 

Neighborhoods Safe for Now: State FAR Cap Remains in
Place 
Thanks to all of you who contacted your State Assembly Members and Senators, asking them not
to eliminate the longstanding State cap on [the FAR (Floor Area Ratio), a zoning term which

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/survey
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/MED607_PIC.pdf


regulates the height and density of] residential development in New York City. Despite a strong
push from the Real Estate Board of New York, a Senate bill to remove the cap was never acted
on and the Assembly did not take up the issue.    
[Editor's note: They keep trying to slip this in quietly, this is the second time this year!]

 

About neighborhood buildings

One Vanderbilt Begins Gaining Prominence
On The Midtown East Skyline  
June 11, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Andrew Nelson  
[T]he structure has more than doubled in height over the past three
months, now standing 17 floors above street level. The building will
eventually top off 1,401 feet above street level, and SL Green is
developing. 

Image: 1 Vanderbilt with corner of Grand Central visible in bottom right
corner, by Tectonic

 

Completion Nears, Sales Launch For Solow’s
685 First Avenue In Murray Hill  
May 9, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Andrew Nelson  
Construction is moving along at 685 First Avenue [between East 39th and
40th Street], designed by Richard Meier & Partners Architects, as it nears
completion in Murray Hill, Manhattan. The 43-story tower has officially
launched sales ahead of its anticipated opening later this year, or early
next...  
The 460-foot tall structure yields...10,000 square foot for ground-floor
retail. The building will be split between rentals and condominiums, with
408 rentals on floors three through 27, and 148 condominiums on floors
28 through 43.  
The double-height lobby will feature a three-paneled Joan Miro art piece
from the personal collection of Sheldon Solow...  
Completion is expected by the end of the year, or early 2019.  

Image: 685 First Avenue, rendering by Binyan Studios  
[Editor's note: will we ever see a nice green space on First Avenue, as in the rendering?]

 

Art Deco-Inspired 30 East 29th Street Gets Ready To Rise In
NoMad  
June 1, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Andrew Nelson  
Permits have been approved for the construction of the Rockefeller Group’s 639-foot-tall building
at 30 East 29th Street,...with design by CetraRuddy...  
The 46-story building will yield 226,350 square feet, with 167,700 square feet dedicated to

https://newyorkyimby.com/2018/06/one-vanderbilt-begins-gaining-prominence-on-the-midtown-east-skyline.html
http://newyorkyimby.com/
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https://maps.google.com/?q=30+East+29th+Street&entry=gmail&source=g


residential use. The highest floors will rises 599 feet above
ground, dedicated to mechanical use...  
The estimated completion date has yet to be
announced. Image: 30-36 East 29th Street, rendering by
CetraRuddy  

Image below: 30 East 29th Street, via Google Maps (as it used to
be)  

 

 

CTBUH Names Three NYC Skyscrapers In
The 2018 Tall Buildings Awards  
June 5, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Sebastian Morris  
CTBUH, the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat, has announced
the 2018 pool of winners from its 16th Annual Tall Buildings Award
Program. Out of nearly 50 finalists from 28 countries, the awards jury
selected the American Copper Buildings in New York City for the top
honor.  
Located in Kips Bay at 626 First Avenue, the residential complex is
comprised of two angular, bending structures that are joined by a
suspended skybridge on floors 27 through 29. The taller tower rises 540
feet or 47 floors, with its sibling rising 470 feet over 40 floors. Both are
designed by SHoP Architects and are the tallest copper-clad buildings in
the world.

Image: American Copper Buildings, rendering by MARCH 

 

Milstein Properties planning Midtown tech campus 
June 5, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Matthew Flamm 
Milstein Properties and Grand Central Tech are partnering on a rebranding of 335 Madison Ave.
[43rd Street], with plans to make the property the nexus of a 1.1 million-square-foot technology
campus. Milstein is investing $50 million in the effort. The building's offices were converted into
startup accelerator Grand Central Tech in 2014, after Facebook vacated the space. Read more
here. 

Community news
 
Investing In Our City: FY 2019 City Budget  
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From Council Member Keith Powers' email of June 15  
Together, the Council successfully crafted a budget that will undoubtedly improve the life
of New Yorkers: with the Fair Fares discount MetroCards program, increased budget
reserves, and a prioritization of affordable and permanent housing, particularly for
seniors.  
With a commitment to providing essential resources to as many New Yorkers as
possible, we increased resources for libraries, after school programs, trash pick-up, and
summer youth employment, many of which I know are important to you.  
Although this budget is being adopted in a time of prosperity, the City’s finances could
change. Therefore, the Council pushed for and succeeded in attaining fiscally prudent
budgeting practices to protect the City’s future. I hope that the City Council and Mayor
will continue the trend of saving money, preparing for the future, and identifying
programs that have outlasted their usefulness to ensure that we are being prudent with
taxpayer dollars...  
You can read more about the FY 2019 budget process and priorities on the Council’s
website: https://council.nyc.gov/budget 

Related article: De Blasio and City Council Agree on $89.2 Billion
Budget, Funding Key Council Priorities  
June 12, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid

Related article: Community Board 6's Statement of Need &
Budget Request for 2019
 

We are so fortunate to have 4 branches of the New York Public Library in our neighborhood!  

From Anthony W. Marx, President, The New York Public Library, email of June 14, 2018  

City Hall received our unequivocal message: When we
invest in libraries, we invest in us all. Libraries are for
everyone.  
This week, Mayor Bill de Blasio, Speaker Corey Johnson, and the New York City Council agreed
on a new budget that includes at least $60 million in capital funds and a $16.7 million increase in
operating funding. This is a significant win for all of us. With this City funding, we can maintain our
services, develop our digital infrastructure, and make critical repairs to beloved neighborhood
branches so that all of our libraries continue to serve as inspiring, inviting places that meet the
needs of all of our patrons, today and tomorrow...  
Mid-Manhattan Library and other NYC libraries are a public treasure. But they’re also a lifeline for
so many New Yorkers. Every day across the city, thousands of New Yorkers come through our
doors for everything from citizenship classes to ESOL, story time to homework help, tech training
programs to job training seminars. No one is turned away; our resources and services are always
made available to everyone...  
Renewed financial support from City leaders ensures our ability to continue providing free access
to our libraries and all that they offer. Please thank Mayor Bill de Blasio, Speaker Corey Johnson,
and your City Council member for investing in our city's libraries.

 

Reform plan for specialized high schools signals new battle

https://council.nyc.gov/budget
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for de Blasio  
June 3, 2018, politico.com, by Eliza Shapiro   
The new schools chancellor, Richard Carranza, is considerably more willing, and perhaps eager,
to tackle the questions of race, class and fairness inherent in the debate over school
segregation...  
The immediate next step requires...Albany to repeal the Hecht-Calandra law and replace it with a
system based on the...top 10 percent model of admissions, in which the top students at the city’s
middle schools are guaranteed spots at the specialized schools...  
Michael Mulgrew, president of the United Federation of Teachers, vowed to lobby the union’s
allies in Albany for change...  
The heads of the schools’ alumni organizations have been consistently opposed to any change
that would require eliminating the test...[Editor's note: and Asian students are also opposed to the
change.]  
In the potential absence of action from Albany on this bill, the schools’ makeup would change
more modestly. The city is planning to set aside 20 percent of seats in the schools for students
from the Discovery program.  
The mayor's plan  

Related article: The Complex Disadvantages Underlying New York
City’s Specialized-High-School Dilemma  
June 15, 2018, newyorker.com, by Andrew Boryga

 
Lord & Taylor's Fifth Avenue Flagship To Close  
Jun 5, 2018, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
The Lord & Taylor flagship, located in a landmarked building on Fifth Avenue between West 38th
and 39th streets, will be one of ten brick-and-mortar Lord & Taylor stores to close through 2019,
the Canadian-based Hudson's Bay Company announced in a quarterly report...  
"After evaluating best use scenarios for its New York City Fifth Avenue location, the Company has
decided not to maintain a presence at this location following turnover of the building to WeWork.
Exiting this iconic space reflects Lord & Taylor's increasing focus on its digital opportunity."  
Related Article: Lord & Taylor Will Close Flagship Store In
Landmark Fifth Avenue Building  
June 5, 2018, gothamist.com, by Jen Chung  

Related article: This Is What Employee Amenities Looked Like In
1919, At Lord & Taylor's 5th Ave Flagship  
June 6, 2018, gothamist.com, by Jen Carlson  
An employee cafeteria, employee roof garden, employee pharmacy and hospital, and more...  

Waldorf Astoria Condo Conversion Continues  
April 5 2018, cooperator.com, by Mike Odenthal   
In 2016, The Cooperator ran a piece on the business of condominium units existing within a
larger hotel property. The article was inspired by news that the iconic Waldorf Astoria had been
purchased by the Chinese company Anbang Insurance Group, which planned to convert up to
1,000 out-of-circulation rooms into condos. (That number was reduced last year to 409, according
to Anbang's CPS-1 filing.)  
However a little drama unfolded between then and now that left the deal up in the air for some
time. For starters, Anbang chairman Wu Xiaohui was detained in mid-2017 by Chinese authorities
for alleged economic improprieties. Then, in mid-February, the Chinese government gained
temporary control of the company, leaving its assets in question.  
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Despite all of this, the condo conversion appears to be moving forward...  
From Bloomberg: “The [salvage] company, Olde Good Things, already is selling pieces from the
hotel’s interior on its website." 

 

The Municipal Art Society has added a walking tour of Rose Hill (aka Curry Hill)  
Rose Hill in Manhattan: What Became of the Old Watts
Farm?  
The neighborhood of Rose Hill in Manhattan, wedged between Gramercy, Murray Hill, and
Flatiron, is often referred to erroneously as Midtown East or Gramercy Park North. According to
lore, the name Rose Hill dates to 1746 when British farmer John Watts bought 131 acres of land
extending from Broadway to the East River between 21st and 30th Streets. Today, while
skyrocketing rent in adjacent neighborhoods has led people to consider living and doing business
in Rose Hill, but development pressures are mounting and historic structures may be in danger.
The neighborhood is still reeling from the demolition of beautiful Beaux Arts stable buildings to
make way for Baruch Colleges Vertical Campus. In addition to a booming student population, the
community also has several single room occupancy supportive housing ventures, among them
Friends House in Rosehill, a Quaker venture which in effect recovered the neighborhood's old
name, and the Prince George Hotel sponsored by Common Ground. Can a future that meets the
needs of a broad cross section of citizens be negotiated? Join us as we examine the true identity
of a neighborhood often thought to have no name. MAS website: www.mas.org

 
Homeless Man Charged With Gramercy Man's Murder,
Police Say  
Jun 11, 2018, patch.com, by Kathleen Culliton  
Ashraf Ahmed stands accused of murdering Moses Ybarra in his bed at the Friends House in
Rosehill Saturday morning, said police. 

 

[Editor's note: this is a longstanding problem, and not only DMV]  
Manhattan DMV office ‘mired in corrupt practices’ after
clerks dismissed tickets for cash, state probe reveals  
June 8, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Glenn Blain  
A Department of Motor Vehicles office in Manhattan was “mired in corrupt practices,” with clerks
accepting cash and other perks to fix tickets and refer clients to attorneys, state investigators
revealed Friday.  
Investigators from state Inspector General Catherine Leahy Scott’s office found “systemic
wrongdoing” at the DMV’s Manhattan North Traffic Violations Bureau, including “woefully deficient
oversight” by supervisors and lax attention to the rules.  

 

Did you know about this?  

The Empire State Building now has a flashy nightly light
show  
March 14 2018, timeout.com, by Will Gleason  
[T]he Empire State Building [is] putting on a sparkling light show on the hour, every hour, between
sunset and 2am...for five minutes.
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Volunteer opportunity for retirees aged 55 or older
The Advocacy, Counseling and Entitlement Services (ACES) Project of the Community Service
Society is recruiting retired individuals age 55 years or older to serve as volunteer public benefit
counselors dedicated to helping financially disadvantaged people. ACES volunteers assist clients
with completing applications for public benefits and help correct benefit related problems.
Volunteers must attend a training that begins October 2, 2018. Upon completion, they are placed
in agencies in one of the five boroughs to provide information on government benefits to low-
income families, older adults, and individuals with disabilities. A personal interview, successful
completion of the training, and a commitment of six hours per week for one year of volunteer
service is required. Applicants must have advocacy, research, and computer skills, in addition to
an interest in assisting low-income populations and learning about public benefit programs. No
prior benefit experience is required. Your participation in this program gives you a chance to help
others in a truly significant way. For more information, please contact Rebecca Haase at 212-614-
5482. To apply, go to: www.cssny.org/programs/entry/the-aces-project.

 

Suicide prevention  

'The Absolute Worst Thing To Do Is Not Talk About It':
Chirlane McCray On Suicide And Stigma  
June 7, 2018, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz   
New York City First Lady Chirlane McCray has made mental health advocacy a cornerstone of
her time at Gracie Mansion, through an $850 million package of 54 separate initiatives known as
ThriveNYC. Launched three years ago with the lofty goal to "change the culture around mental
health, and the way New York City and its partners deliver services," the project offers round-the-
clock counseling to New Yorkers in 200 languages, via phone, text or online form, among other
mental-health related services. 
ThriveNYC  
ThriveNYC is an unprecedented commitment by the City of New York to create a mental health
system that works for everyone.   
Sign up to be trained in Mental Health First Aid so you can better help friends, family members, or
co-workers to stay healthy. [Editor's note: some classes are at the NYPL Science, Industry &
Business Library at 188 Madison Avenue]  LEARN MORE.   
Additional resources:  
NYC Well (FREE and confidential): https://nycwell.cityofnewyork.us  
Call 1-888-NYC-WELL (1-888-692-9355), Chat https://nycwell.cityofnewyork.us/en/get-help-
now/chat-with-a-counselor-now/, Text WELL to 65173  

Related article: Cuomo announces suicide prevention efforts
following deaths of Anthony Bourdain and Kate Spade  
June 8, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Glenn Blain  

  

Zoning & city planning
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City Helps Manhattan’s Garment District Hang on by a
Thread  
June 3, 2018, wsj.com, by Keiko Morris  
New York City officials have hammered out a plan to end a decades-old zoning regulation that
protects manufacturing space in Manhattan’s historic Garment District and replaces it with
programs designed to keep some of the industry in Midtown.

Related article: Pols Fight To Keep Fashion In The Garment
District  
A city plan will preserve at least 300,000 square feet of manufacturing space through tax breaks,
rezoning and public-private partnerships.

Jun 4, 2018, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel 

 

Traffic & transportation 

Lyft reportedly plans to buy Citi Bike  
June 1, 2018, nypost.com, by Danielle Furfaro   
Lyft plans to purchase the company that operates Citi Bike, a new report says.  
The ride-share app is moving to purchase Motivate, which runs Citi Bike and other bike-share
programs in several cities...  
Lyft isn’t the first ride-share company to get into the bike game. Uber purchased Brooklyn-based
dockless bike-share company Jump in April.  

Golden tries to overrule New York City's taxi regulators, in
Albany  
June 8, 2018, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein  
[S]tate Sen. Marty Golden is quietly pursuing another goal: He wants to strip New York City of the
ability to impose wheelchair accessibility mandates on for-hire vehicle companies like Carmel and
Uber.  
In so doing, the legislation would effectively abolish new Taxi and Limousine Commission rules
requiring that, by mid-2023, a quarter of all trips in for-hire vehicles take place in cars that can
accommodate wheelchairs. In its place, the legislation would create a central dispatch system for
for-hire vehicles, much like the one that already exists for yellow cabs...  
The [city’s Taxi and Limousine] commission considers its dispatch service enough of a success
that it recently expanded the program to all five boroughs. But in a 2013 settlement of a federal
suit challenging the inaccessibility of the yellow taxi fleet, the city agreed to require that half of all
yellow cabs be wheelchair accessible by 2020.

(Pending legislation) Bus Lane and Red Light Cameras  
From State Senator Liz Krueger's June 2018 Community Bulletin  
Sen. Liz Krueger introduced a bill designed to address congestion and improve bus service while
also enhancing public safety. The legislation (S8597/A10882) removes caps on automated
enforcement cameras for bus lanes and traffic lights in the city of New York and makes these
programs permanent. The legislation also creates a graduated schedule of fines for repeat
offenders and directs revenue from fines to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA).
Assemblymember Harvey Epstein carries the Assembly version of the bill...  
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The New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) and the MTA have both released plans
for improving bus service that include expanded use of bus lanes and bus lane enforcement
cameras along more bus routes in the city.

(Pending legislation) School-zone speed camera program  
From State Senator Liz Krueger's June 2018 Community Bulletin  
[T]he city’s school-zone speed camera program, is set to expire this year unless the legislature
and Governor act to renew the program. Senators Krueger and Dilan and Assemblymember
Epstein all cosponsor S 6046-C / A7798-C (Peralta / Glick) which would expand this critical
program and make it permanent.  

  

Affordability  

 
New York City to Build Thousands of Senior Housing Units
on Public Land  
The move would free up public-housing units for some of the 207,000 families on the wait list and
could help reduce homelessness in New York City  
June 13, 2018, wsj.com, by Katie Honan  
New York City has committed $500 million to build up to a thousand of affordable apartments for
low-income senior citizens on vacant public-housing land, a move advocates say would help
reduce the wait list for apartments.

Airbnb Cries 'Stop And Frisk' When Asked To Name Hosts  
Lawmakers want to force Airbnb to disclose detailed information about its hosts.  
June 7, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar    
City Councilwoman Carlina Rivera (D-Manhattan) introduced legislation Thursday that would
require Airbnb and similar firms to hand hosts' names, addresses and listing URLs to the Mayor's
Office of Special Enforcement, which targets short-term rentals. Platforms themselves would be
subjected to fines of up to $25,000 for each listing they don't disclose or report improperly...  
But Airbnb and its hosts oppose giving a trove of information to the Office of Special Enforcement,
which already already intimidates law-abiding hosts with little accountability...  
Debate over the legislation pits Airbnb, a $31 billion company, against the deep-pocketed hotel
industry, which has worked to kneecap the firm across the U.S...  
The bill is sponsored by 38 of the 51 Council members. Lawmakers want the information to help
the city crack down on landlords who turn precious rent-stabilized buildings into illegal hotels...

The [O]ffice [of Special Enforcement] "is focused on finding bad actors—people operating illegal
short-term rentals—who are often endangering their guests and residents, and impacting quality
of life and safety in New York neighborhoods," [OSE spokesperson, Alicia] Lauer said. 

 

Summer Meals Program for Children Begins June 27
From State Senator Liz Krueger's June 2018 Community Bulletin  
The Department of Education’s Summer Meals Program will begin on June 27, the day after the
school year end. Summer Meals are available to all children 18 years old and under at hundreds
of public schools, community pool centers, and other locations around the city; no registration,

https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-city-to-build-thousands-of-senior-housing-units-on-public-land-1528839467
http://wsj.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/new-york-city/airbnb-disclosure-bill-sparks-fight-between-company-council
http://patch.com/


documentation, or ID is required to receive a free breakfast or lunch.  
This program will be offered weekdays from Wednesday, June 27, to Friday, August 31 (except
July 4th and August 21st). Although the hours may vary by location, breakfast is typically served
from 8:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m., and lunch from 11:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. All DOE summer feeding
sites will have posters outside indicating the hours specific to that building.  
For additional information on feeding locations, please visit: http://www.
schoolfoodnyc.org/resources/Summer2018.pdf.  
This list will be updated every Friday until the start of the Summer Meals Program, when the
updates will be daily and the site search will be active.

 

Legislation (including pending)  

NY Assembly Passes Single-Payer Healthcare: POLL  
Jun 16, 2018, patch.com, by Michael Woyton  
Should New York implement a single-payer healthcare system? Take our poll.  
Albany has taken the first step toward giving New Yorkers a single-payer healthcare system. On
Thursday, the state Assembly passed bill A4738, The New York Health Act would establish a
program that would create a system of access to health insurance for New York residents.  
The bill, which was sponsored by Assemblyman Richard Gottfried, D-75th Assembly District, is
now going to be considered by the Senate.

 

NYS Senate Dems press vote on election reform bills  
June 3, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Kenneth Lovett  
Sen. Brian Kavanagh (D-Manhattan) has invoked a seldom-used Senate rule that will allow him to
bring three government reformers before the chamber’s Election Committee...  
“It’s government as it ought to be where we discuss these things in open rooms and people cast
votes,” Kavanagh said.  
In addition to enacting and funding early voting, there is a bill to close a loophole that allows
companies to give virtually unlimited amounts of campaign donations and another to create
automatic voter registration and online registration in the state while also reducing the deadlines
for regulation and party enrollment.  
And in the wake of President Trump refusing to release his tax returns during the 2016 campaign,
another bill would require such disclosure before any candidate for president or vice president
can make the New York ballot.

 
Mayoral Charter Revision Commission Hears Expert
Testimony on Voting and Elections  
June 13, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Daniel Yadin  
The New York City Charter Revision Commission called by Mayor Bill de Blasio convened on
Tuesday afternoon to collect expert testimony on ways to foster increased participation in
municipal elections.  
Eleven of the commission’s 15 members sat at the hearing, which was divided into two parts, one
focused generally on voting rights and election administration in the city, and a second centered
on the ranked-choice voting system, otherwise known as instant runoff primaries, that may be
proposed to voters later this year, among other measures deemed appropriate by the
commission...  
New York State ranked 47th nationally in voter registration and 44th nationally in turnout for the
2016 Presidential Election...  
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While the problems and solutions brought up at the first half of the hearing ranged widely in scope
and subject, the second half was tightly focused on ranked-choice voting, a reform that has
widespread support and appears likely to be included in the commission’s recommendations.  
Ranked-choice voting is a system used in 16 American cities and in limited capacity in several
states, including Maine and Virginia. It allows voters to specify a first-choice candidate, second-
choice candidate, third-choice, and so on, until the legal maximum. If no candidate wins a majority
-- or whatever the set threshold -- in the first round of voting, the least-supported candidate (or, in
some jurisdictions, all but the top two) is disqualified, and that candidate’s voters have their votes
added to the totals of their second choices. Low-performing candidates are winnowed off until a
single candidate has amassed enough votes to claim victory...  
The commission will hold a second of its four expert hearings on Thursday, with a focus on
campaign finance.

 
New York State Legislature passes bill to crack down on
child sex trafficking  
June 13, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Glenn Blain  
The bill passed by the Assembly and Senate creates a new felony charge of “sex trafficking of a
child”...  
[T]he final bill makes it clear that only those directly involved in child sex trafficking can be
prosecuted.  
 
Styrofoam ban to start in 2019, Mayor de Blasio says  
June 13, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Jillian Jorgensen, Noah Goldberg and Khadija Hussain  
[I]f the ban becomes reality, it’ll mean restaurants will not be able to use those familiar foam
coffee cups or clam-shell-shaped containers for takeout, unless they earn less than $500,000 in
revenue a year and can prove switching to a new material would be a financial hardship...  
The law prohibits restaurants from using the product for takeout, and will also mean stores can’t
stock single-use products like foam plates, cups, and coolers for consumers to buy. Nor will
stores be able to sell — or businesses who ship from the city be able to use — foam packing
products.

  

Politics & elections
Exercise your right to vote!  
June 26  Federal Primary Election  
Senator Carolyn Maloney (Democrat, incumbent) and Suraj Patel are running in the Democratic
Primary Election.  
In New York State, you must be registered with a party to vote in the Primary Elections.  
Board of Elections NYC website: http://vote.nyc.ny.us/html  
Application for Absentee Ballot: http://www.vote.nyc.ny.us/downloads/pdf/forms/boe/
absenteevoting/absenglish.pdf

Related article:   
Maloney goes on attack in debate with primary challenger  
June 12, 2018, politico.com, by Laura Nahmias  
Incumbent Rep. Carolyn Maloney defended her 13 terms in Congress and questioned the
experience of her Democratic primary challenger, Suraj Patel, as the pair faced off Tuesday in the
only televised debate in the race for New York’s 12th Congressional District.  
Maloney is seeking reelection in a district redrawn in 2010 to encompass not only parts of
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Manhattan’s East Side, but also Long Island City in Queens and Greenpoint in Brooklyn. Patel, a
34-year-old hotel executive and professor, has never held elected office. 

 

Scam alert!

Source: Community Board 6  

Don't get scammed by fake "Con Ed" calls  
Scammers sometimes call Con Ed customers at home or at their business and say the customer
is delinquent on bills or needs to put down a deposit to secure their smart meter installation.
These scammers demand payment by bitcoin or pre-paid card.   
Once the customer puts money on a pre-paid card and provides the scammer with the card
number, the scammer steals the money. Con Ed does not accept payment by bitcoin or pre-paid
card, so any caller demanding payment by these methods is a scammer.  
Never arrange payment or divulge account or personal information, including debit or credit card
information, unless you are certain you are speaking to Con Edison. Even the CB6 office recently
received one of these scam calls, so be vigilant! If you are unsure whether the person is from Con
Edison, call 1-800-75-CONED to check. Learn more about scams to avoid on Con Ed's website.

 

Scam alert!  
Source: Federal Trade Commission Consumer Information  
Technical services alerts on your computer  
Hey computer users, it’s time for a pop quiz.  
A) You get an urgent call or email from a tech support company, saying your computer has a
problem. Should you give the company remote access to your computer to make repairs?  
B) A warning announcing “suspicious activity” or “security threat detected” appears on your
computer screen. Should you call the number shown on the screen to talk to a technician?  
C) One of these tech support companies asks you to pay for its services, maybe by using a gift
card (like from iTunes or Amazon) or wire transfer. Should you?  
The answer to all of these questions is “No.”  
Here’s why: Your computer is almost certainly fine. Legitimate tech support companies don’t
operate that way. Tech support scammers sometimes make false claims that they are associated
with legitimate computer companies to make you believe them. The person who calls, or who
gives you a toll-free number to call, is a scammer who wants to steal your money. If you give
someone control of your computer, they can install malicious software that can help them steal
your personal information. And anyone who asks you to pay for anything – including tech support
services – with a gift card is scamming you. No legitimate company will ever ask you to pay with a
gift card. If someone wants you to pay with a gift card, please tell the FTC at FTC.gov/complaint.  
Watch Video https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2018/06/no-gift-cards-tech-support-scammers

 

Scam alert!  
Work from Home Business Scam  
Source: Federal Trade Commission Consumer Information  
Would you be tempted by an online business training program that promises you could earn
thousands of dollars a month working from home? I wouldn’t blame you if you were. But don’t
believe the hype. Promises like these are signs of an online business scam.  
Despite the promises, most people who paid for the online business program made little or no
money. Read more.
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If you are not a member  
or your membership has lapsed   

please join/renew now

Join / Renew

 Donate

 

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 
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