
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing the information as a service
to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it. 

If you are having difficulty reading this email, you can view it in your browser: 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts
2018.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government resources, substance abuse programs,
heat season rules, contact information for local elected officials, and more.

For Murray Hill road closures for public projects and street fair information, visit Traffic Updates on www.murrayhillnyc.org.

Link to our Privacy Statement  

Murray Hill Photo Album 
Scenes from the Street Festival

Book Table, photo by Enid Klass Flea Market, photo by Enid Klass  Big Apple Chorus, photo by Enid Klass

Information that may be of interest...June 4, 2018
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Gallery35 artist draws kids portraits, photo
by Michael-Anne Rowe

The Murray Hill Mall on Park Avenue, 
photo by Michael-Anne Rowe

The Snarks dressed as historical Murray Hill Characters, 
photo by Michael-Anne Rowe

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

Monday, June 4   6:30pm

Mid-Sentence: Drawn Together
FREE. First come, first seated. Three award-winning graphic novelists reveal the medium's power to tell stories of family and loss.
Featuring: Thi Bui, author of The Best We Could Do, Kristen Radtke, author of Imagine Wanting Only This, Gabrielle Bell, author
of Everything is Flammable  
at Mid-Manhattan Library  
Program Room  
476 Fifth Avenue (42nd Street Entrance)

Human Scale City shared this with us in their Newsletter of May 30, 2018 
Tuesday, June 5   10am  
200 Amsterdam Fight: Hearing at the Bureau of Standards and Appeals
at 22 Reade Street  
Spector Hall  

What’s at Stake? An egregious gerrymandering of a “property lot merger” serves to pile up FAR on a single tiny lot and cannot be
allowed to pass as public policy. This is a citywide issue, if this passes, it will
start happening everywhere.  
The public can speak at this hearing.   
Photo of gerrymandered lot (in red) and the proposed building (orange).  
Update on 200 Amsterdam Avenue Injunction: Joint Statement from the
Municipal Art Society of New York and the Committee for Environmentally
Sound Development  

Tuesday, June 5   6pm 

Start and Grow Your Business with
SimplyAnalytics

FREE. Steven Swarz will present how to use SimplyAnalytics—an online mapping, analytics, and data visualization application that
makes it easy for anyone to create interactive maps, charts, and reports in just a few clicks.  
at the Science, Industry and Business Library (SIBL)  
Conference Room 018  
188 Madison Avenue (34th Street)  

June 6   7pm 
Civitas sponsors a land use forum: How Tall is Too Tall?
A diverse panel of exemplary planners, architects, developers and Community Board 8 will discuss NYC's supertalls. 
(in partnership with NYC Council Members Ben Kallos and Keith Powers)  
at Lenox Hill Hospital   
Einhorn Auditorium  
131 East 76th Street (between Lexington & Park Avenue)

Wednesday, June 6   7pm 
Conversations from the Cullman Center—American Eden: Victoria Johnson and
Maya Jasanoff
FREE. In vivid prose, Johnson chronicles the life of David Hosack—the man who was Alexander Hamilton's personal physician and
who dedicated his life to medicine and botany, establishing the first botanical garden in the United States on the site of what is now
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Rockefeller Center.  
at the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building  
5th Avenue at 41st Street

June 8    1-4pm  
Classical Life Drawing at the Art Cart  
FREE and open to people of all artistic abilities and skill levels  
No registration is required, and limited materials are provided.   
There are four sessions, meeting 1pm–4pm on Fridays, June 8 - 29. The topic for the first two sessions on June 8 and 15 is
Introduction to Classical Figure Drawing and on June 22 and 29, the topic is Introduction to Classical Portrait Drawing.  
at Bryant Park/New York Public Library  
Fifth Avenue Terrace  
(5th Avenue between 40th-42nd Street)

Kudos!
Spot installed in front of the new Hassenfeld Children’s
Hospital  
From the artist, Donald Lipski’s email of May 29, 2018   

As a neighbor, I’m proud to have just installed a sculpture in front of NYU’s Hassenfeld
Children’s Hospital [in the new Kimmel Pavilion, but with its own driveway and lobby], on 34th
Street between 1st Avenue and the FDR Drive.

The sculpture, Spot, is a 2-1/2 story tall Dalmatian dog, balancing an actual taxi on her nose.
Spot will be out there for everyone to see, but it was made primarily for children coming to the
hospital. Hospitalization for children is a stressful time, and I wanted to make something that
would delight them, something so astounding that it would distract even those arriving for the
most serious procedures, and so lovable that young patients coming back again and again
with chronic conditions would see it as an old friend. Art has healing power. That’s a fact! I
like to think that the parents, the doctors and nurses and staff, my neighbors, will all love this
sweet young dog doing the impossible.

My family, long-time New Yorkers, moved to Murray Hill in 2013, and we love it here. And this
is my hospital. We can see it from our terrace. All my doctors have been at NYU since I
moved to NY in the 70s. I’ve had surgeries there, been in studies there, gone to the

emergency room there, etc. etc. So this is a special piece for me in so many ways. It’s a privilege to be able to do this.

I had the original idea for Spot, and, miraculously, Nick Geurts, my engineer, said it was doable. His engineering plans ran to 20
pages. It’s engineered to handle a hurricane and flooding worse than Sandy. We also needed approval from Amtrak, since they
have a tunnel that runs beneath the piece!

I hired the great Philadelphia realist sculptor, Christopher Collins to sculpt the dog as a scale model. Toyota gave me the Prius I
used for the taxi. The FAST Corporation in Wisconsin did a beautiful job making the full scale dog.

On our first day installing the piece, there were storms and winds that shut down the site. On the second day, we had just gotten the
taxi up when it started to rain. Everyone was telling me to look up—the windshield wipers were on! Ryan Emendorf, our electrical
genius, had set them up with a rain sensor as a surprise for me.

My neighbors can see another sculpture of mine a few blocks away. Sirshasana, a chandelier in the form of an upside-down olive
tree, hangs over your head when you enter the Grand Central Market at Grand Central Terminal, on Lexington Avenue at 43rd
Street I also have a sculpture at The La Guardia High School for the Arts, behind Lincoln Center.

www.donaldlipski.net  

Donald Lipski's work is in the permanent collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington,
D.C., The Art Institute of Chicago, The Menil Collection and dozens of other museums. In recent years, Lipski has focused his
efforts on creating large-scale works for public spaces.

 # # #

If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please email nancysheran@gmail.com. 

Murray Hill Welcomes New Trees
 
Photo: NYC Parks Department Tree Plantings map. Green are completed plantings, orange are scheduled plantings.

If you are walking in Murray Hill, you may notice some new trees. The New York City Parks Department plants new trees in our
neighborhood once per year, in the Spring.

http://www.donaldlipski.net/
mailto:nancysheran@gmail.com?subject=For%20theMHNA%20%20newsletter!


The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Greening & Cleaning Committee coordinates with city agencies to get replacements for
trees damaged by disease or accidents or removed because they pose a
danger to people or property or they interfere with city infrastructure. Parks
Department map of scheduled and completed tree plantings. 

There are additional beds that are on the wait list for next year’s planting and
we will need to update our list of replacements for next year in the coming
months. If you know of a tree bed that is still in need of a replacement tree,
please reach out to Tom Horan at horan.tc@gmail.com so that we can update
our list.

For those who do not want to wait a year or more for a new tree, there is also
the option of engaging a professional arborist at their own cost to plant new
trees. NYC Parks Department approved tree species guidelines.

 

 

In Memoriam: Anita Louise Duncan  
Anita Louise Duncan, a long time Murray Hill Neighborhood Association member, trustee and a beloved
member of the Preservation & Design Committee, passed away on May 21, 2018 at age 80 in Evansville,
Indiana.

Anita was a vibrant and active woman who was deeply involved in all aspects of life. She made many friends,
and she will be deeply missed. An artist, she lent her talents to the MHNA by designing many posters and
fliers for MHNA events and programs. An article about her retrospective exhibit was featured in the Winter
2015 Murray Hill Life newsletter.  

The interment of her ashes will be at her church, Marble Collegiate Church. A celebration of her life will take
place there at a time yet to be determined.

Elections
NYC Votes shared this with us

There’s only a month until our federal primary on Tuesday, June 26th.* Primary races for Congressional representatives are
happening in the following districts: ...District 12 (Manhattan, Queens, and Brooklyn)... Go to mygovnyc.org to find out if you’re in a
district with a primary.

This is the first of several important elections we’ll be voting in this year, and we want to make sure you’re ready to participate!

Need to register to vote, or not sure if you’re registered? Check on voting.nyc. The deadline for the primary elections was
Friday, June 1st, but there is still time to register for the general elections.  
Did you move recently? Update your voter registration with your new address by next Wednesday, June 6th so you can vote
from your new poll site on the 26th.  

If we want to be heard and make a difference, we have to start by voting in our primary election. Primaries are where we get to pick
the candidates that will go on to the general election this fall, and a lot of important decisions are made during these races!

[Editor's note: If you cannot go in person to vote due to absense or disability, you can request an absentee ballot.] Absentee ballot
request form: http://www.vote.nyc.ny.us/downloads/pdf/forms/boe/absenteevoting/absenglish.pdf

 

Murray Hill in the news
Thanks to Lance Zakin for sharing this with us. This meeting took place at The Corinthian, in Murray Hill.  
North Korean ex-spy chief dines with Pompeo in NYC  
May 31, 2018, foxnews.com, by Nicole Darrah  
North Korea's longtime spy chief and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo had dinner together in New York City on Wednesday night as
the rogue nation's shadowy official tries to salvage a potential summit between the two countries' leaders.  
Kim Yong Chol, Kim's infamous right-hand man and a vice chairman of the ruling Workers' Party, met with Pompeo [on May 30]...  
The North Korean is the highest-ranking official from the communist nation to visit the U.S. since 2000. Kim and Pompeo sat
together for more than an hour, and planned a "day full of meetings" for Thursday, the White House said.  
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Why Is A Spooky, Slowed-Down Mister Softee
Jingle Blasting Through LinkNYC Kiosks?  
May 24, 2018, gothamist.com, by Jake Offenhartz, reporting by Jen Chung  
On Wednesday afternoon [May 23], LinkNYC kiosks along Third Avenue in
midtown began, seemingly at once, to blast a slowed-down version of the
Mister Softee theme song. No one knows why, and as far as anyone at
LinkNYC can tell, it was not part of a promotion...  
Concerned pedestrians who messaged LinkNYC on Twitter were told that the
company is "currently looking into this," and would reboot the tablets for the
time being.

Manhattan Bar To Serve $1,250 Cocktail  
May 25, 2018, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
MIDTOWN MANHATTAN, NY — Midtown Manhattan bar Fine & Rare is planning to serve up a $1,250 cocktail for
charity...Proceeds from sales of the pricey beverage will be donated to the nonprofit CORE — which helps children of people in the
food and beverage service going through life-altering circumstances such as a family death or injury.  
The drink — called the Luxury Negroni Sbagliato — will be served up by the East 37th Street business between June 4-10 for
"Negroni Week,"  
Fine & Rare is located on East 37th Street between Fifth and Fourth avenues. The high-end business, created by restauranteur
Tommy Tardie, focuses on rare spirits, upscale food and "noticeable theatrical elegance."   
[Editor's note: Fine & Rare is a MHNA business member, and participates in our Discount Program.] 

I wrote a negative Yelp review — and it made my life a nightmare  
May 28, 2018, nypost.com, by Beth Landman and Julia Marsh   
A Manhattan woman who gave one-star reviews on Yelp and ZocDoc to a Kips Bay gynecologist has spent nearly $20,000
defending herself against a defamation suit filed by the physician, according to her and court papers.  

Man Stabbed At Midtown Bar, Others Injured: NYPD  
June 2, 2018, patch.com, by Feroze Dhanoa  
Police said a dispute between two groups escalated into a physical altercation just after midnight at Turtle Bay bar.

 

Preservation & landmarks
The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation shared this with us  
City Retreats on Plan to Cut Public Out of the Process, Rolls Back Landmarks
Rules Change Plan  
After a firestorm of opposition from community boards, elected officials, and neighborhood, preservation, and good government
groups [on May 29] the city’s Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) retreated from many of the most controversial elements
of their proposed changes to the rules governing the landmarks public review and approval process.   
Specifically, the LPC removed proposed provisions which would have taken significant proposed changes to landmarked structures
such as some rooftop and rear yard additions out of the public review and approval process, allowing such decisions to be made
purely at staff level inside the agency. Had this happened, the public, elected officials, and community boards would be unable to
comment upon, see, or in many cases even know about the proposed changes to landmarked buildings, as they do now. The LPC
also rolled back proposed rule changes that would have allowed the removal of beloved historic features like cast-iron facades and
cast-iron sidewalk vault lights from landmarked buildings and historic districts, and removed proposed rules changes allowing staff
to decide upon substantive changes to buildings they deem “no style” or “non-contributing.”

The New York Landmarks Conservancy Update on Proposed LPC Rules Changes
Landmarks Preservation Commission Rules Amendments: Responses to Public
Testimony  
 

Council Member Keith Powers supports appointing LPC Chair with a strong
preservation background  
From Council Member Keith Powers's email of May 31, 2018  
I agree that the next Landmarks Preservation Commission Chair must support the preservation of historic buildings and districts in
New York City, and must be dedicated to protecting all of our existing landmarks. It is also essential that the next Chair makes sure
that community members continue to have a say in the landmarks process.  
I stand with the Historic Districts Council, the New York Landmarks Conservancy, Municipal Art Society, Greenwich Village Society
for Historic Preservation, Landmark West!, FRIENDS of the Upper East Side Historic Districts, Brooklyn Heights Association, the
City Club and the Society for the Architecture of the City in their call on the Mayor earlier this week to consider LPC Chair

http://gothamist.com/2018/05/24/we_all_scream_down_here_georgie.php
http://gothamist.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/gfk41/manhattan-bar-to-serve-1-250-cocktail
http://patch.com/
https://nypost.com/2018/05/28/i-wrote-a-negative-yelp-review-and-it-made-my-life-a-nightmare/
http://nypost.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/midtown-nyc/man-stabbed-midtown-bar-others-injured-nypd
http://patch.com/
http://www.nylandmarks.org/advocacy/preservation_issues/spirited_debate_on_proposed_lpc_rules_changes
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/lpc/downloads/pdf/LPC%20Rules%20Amendments%20Briefing%20Presentation_Final_May29_FINAL.pdf


candidates with a strong preservation background. There is no more important qualification in my book. You can have confidence
that I will support this request to the Mayor.

The Landmarks Preservation Commission has posted an interactive map of
permits filed for landmarks or districts
 

Federal Trade Commission Scam Alert!   
Asked to pay by gift card? Don’t.  
May 31, 2018, Has someone asked you to go get a gift card to pay for something? Lots of people have told us they’ve been asked
to pay with gift cards – by a caller claiming to be with the IRS, or tech support, or a so-called family member in need. If you’ve
gotten a call like this, you know that the caller will then demand the gift card numbers and PIN. And, poof, your money is
gone...Anyone who demands payment by gift card is always a scammer. 

Community news

With School Visits, Chancellor Signals a Softer Stance on Charters  
May 30, 2018, nytimes.com, by Sharon Otterman  
New York City’s schools chancellor [Richard Carranza] signaled on Wednesday that he wanted to usher in a new era of détente
between the Department of Education and the city’s charter school sector, which have often been at odds under the administration
of Mayor Bill de Blasio over issues like finances and the pressures of sharing public school space.  

New York City Council Speaker and Council Member for Council District 3 Corey Johnson shared this with us  

The winning projects of 2018 Participatory Budgeting for Council District 3  
1) Technology Upgrade for Public Schools, Location: District-wide, Cost: $350,000  
2) Technology Upgrade for Libraries, Location: District-wide, Cost: $200,000  
3) Real Time Rider Information at Bus Stops, Location: District-wide, Cost: $250,000  
4) Tree Guards, Location: District-wide, Cost: $242,000  
Council District 3 is on the west side and includes the Garment District, Chelsea, Flatiron and the East Village.  

(opinion) The missing Links as sidewalk WiFi kiosks come up short  
May 30, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Editorials  
"The deal struck by Mayor de Blasio to bring free Wi-Fi to neighborhoods across the city sounds too good to be true," we wrote
three and a half years ago, as a caveat on our praise of the shiny monoliths soon to dot New York's sidewalks.  
The prediction turned out to be accurate. Tuesday, the consortium installing the LinkNYC kiosks where dead pay phones once stood
told the city it's been unable to deliver what it promised.  
The deal is getting restructured: Instead of placing 7,500 machines around the five boroughs by 2023, CityBridge will now get until
2025, with almost all of them bearing ads. It gets more time to pay the city in full.  

NYC Struggles To Pay For Social Services On Time, Report Finds  
May 29, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
Contracts often must work through a labyrinth of city agencies before they get to the comptroller's office for a final review, after
which they're either registered or returned.  
Comptroller Scott Stringer's report: Running Late: An Analysis of NYC Agency Contracts  

Zoning & City Planning

In their email of May 30, 2018, The New York Landmarks Conservancy asks us to
help  
The Real Estate Board of New York (REBNY) is making a last-ditch effort to eliminate the longstanding State cap on the size of
residential buildings before the State Legislative session ends next month. Without the current cap, there would be larger buildings
and added density in neighborhoods across the City.  
The Senate tried and failed to lift the cap earlier this year. It recently tried again, with bill S.6760. The Assembly has refused to act
on this. Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie noted his support of the cap and pledged to protect residential neighborhoods in a recent
newsletter...please email him now at speaker@nyassembly.gov. Thank him. And urge him to keep the cap.  
Please also email the Governor’s counsel, Alphonso David at Alphonso.David@exec.ny.gov. and tell him: We oppose S.6760. New
York voters want the Governor to protect our neighborhoods.  
[T]he de Blasio Administration...tried and failed to lift the cap two years ago. The Administration has never publicly explained the
rationale for eliminating the cap, nor sought community input. Their stealth attempts show a troubling lack of transparency. It’s not
good government. Please act, and help us prevent this from happening.

Mayor’s Charter Revision Commission to tackle land use issues  
MAY 30, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Kay Dervishi  

http://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/pr2018/052318.page
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/30/nyregion/carranza-charter-schools-deblasio.html
http://nytimes.com/
https://mailchi.mp/council/winningprojects?e=e44dff74b9
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/missing-links-sidewalk-wifi-kiosks-short-article-1.4016162
http://nydailynews.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/gfmmw/nyc-struggles-to-pay-for-social-services-on-time-report-finds
http://patch.com/
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/running-late-an-analysis-of-nyc-agency-contracts/
mailto:speaker@nyassembly.gov?subject=Please%20oppose%20S.6760%20-%20to%20lift%20the%20residential%20FAR%20in%20NYC
mailto:Alphonso.David@exec.ny.gov
https://www.cityandstateny.com/articles/policy/policy/bill-de-blasio-charter-revision-commission-tackle-land-use-issues.html
http://cityandstateny.com/


Carlo Scissura, the secretary of de Blasio’s Charter Revision Commission, confirmed during City & State’s Urban Development
Summit on Wednesday that the commission would review land use policies. “We are looking at changes on the land use process,
the community boards’ involvement in land use and really just generally, what is the best way forward on land use,” said Scissura,
who is also president and CEO of the New York Building Congress. “And that’s one of the three or four hot topics going on.”...  
[T]he mayor’s commission [is] currently holding public hearings. The commission’s proposals need to be approved by referendum,
which it hopes to have ready in time for November.

Related article:   
Mayoral Charter Revision Commission Announces Preliminary Agenda  
June 01, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
Over the next month, the commission plans to convene three hearings with subject matter experts to testify and participate in panel
discussions...  
[T]he commission has a tight deadline for its work since its proposals are to go to the voters on the ballot in November...  
[T]he initial agenda had been derived from more than 400 recommendations made by more than 100 people at the various
hearings, on social media, through phone calls, and even snail mail to the commission’s office...  
The first subject matter hearing is set for June 14.

NYC Charter Revision Commission 2018 Public Meetings and Hearings http://www1.nyc.gov/site/charter/meetings/2018-public-
meetings-hearings.page  
 
The New York Landmarks Conservancy shared this good news with us  
The New York State Assembly Majority rejected a proposal in the budget to
increase the floor area ratio (FAR) for NYC  
The FAR is a zoning term that determines the height and density of buildings. This proposal was opposed by preservation groups.  
Read the full report.  
[Editor's note: State Senator Liz Krueger opposed raising the FAR and helped defeat this propoal.]

This is the opposing view, held by Mayor de Blasio and some city planning agencies.   
(opinion) To Make New York City More Affordable, End the Cap on Density  
May 18, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by William Thomas

Affordability
Council Member Carlina Rivera shared this with us in her District News email of May 31, 2018   
Carlina To Introduce Bill Increasing Reporting for Online Home-Sharing Services  
Carlina is currently working with colleagues on legislation that will reign in landlords who are illegally turning rent-regulated
apartments into underground hotels. The bill, which she hopes to introduce next month, would require users of online home-sharing
companies such as Airbnb and VRBO to provide new data on their rentals to the Mayor’s Office of Special Enforcement. Since
these services are not removing bad actors from their systems, Carlina's bill will instead give the city the data it needs to protect our
rent-regulated and affordable housing from misuse.

Behind New York’s Housing Crisis: Weakened Laws and Fragmented Regulation  
May 20, 2018, nytimes.com, by Kim Barker  
Affordable housing is vanishing as landlords exploit a broken system, pushing  
out rent-regulated tenants and catapulting apartments into the free market...  
Since city and state lawmakers started gutting the rent laws in 1993, the city has lost more than 152,000 regulated apartments
because landlords have pushed the rent too high. At least 130,000 more have disappeared because of co-op and condo
conversions, expiring tax breaks and other factors. And while government officials say the losses have slowed, even regulated
apartments are becoming increasingly unaffordable.  
In some ways, this is an age-old story: New York has been in some form of housing crisis for a century. Landlords and tenants have
battled it out for at least that long. But over the last 25 years, the balance of power has been reordered by a confluence of factors:
that progressive weakening of the rent laws, an immensely profitable free market driven by a surging local economy, and the
evolution of the rental real estate business, with mom-and-pop operations increasingly subsumed by Landlord Inc.

 
NYC House Flipping Is On The Rise, Exacerbating Gentrification  
May 30, 2018, gothamist.com, by Lylla Younes  
House flipping is on the rise again in New York City. Analysis of the city’s housing sales data reveals that 2,826 1-3 family homes
were flipped in 2017—a 8.6% increase from 2016, and more than any year in the past decade. By definition, flipping a home
involves buying and selling it within one year of purchase. Flippers typically purchase homes at below market-value prices and sell
them after performing renovations, usually for significant profit...  
[Caroline Nagy, the Director of Policy and Research at the Center for NYC Neighborhoods] argue that in a place like New York City,
where affordable housing is scarce, flipping removes affordable homes from the housing stock and gentrifies lower-income
areas. Center for NYC Neighborhoods Flip Report
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Legislation (including pending)

I.R.S. Warns States Not to Circumvent State and Local Tax Cap  
May 23, 2018, nytimes.com, by Alan Rappeport and Jim Tankersley  
The I.R.S. said it would not tolerate states that try to flout the law — a stance that is likely to be challenged in court.

Gun control bill targeting ‘extreme risks’ advances in state Senate   
May 22, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin  
State Sen. Brian Kavanagh forced a vote on S1733a at the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on Tuesday. The bill would allow
judges to issue temporary orders prohibiting someone from buying or possessing a gun. Gun control and gun safety advocates
nationwide have jumped on such extreme risk protection orders, or ERPOs, as a way to prevent people who are “extreme risks” of
committing violence from having guns.

(opinion) Proposed teacher evaluation reform won’t mean more student testing  
May 29, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Jolene DiBrango  
The bill currently in Albany would de-emphasize standardized tests...  
Returning the teacher evaluation system to local control means school districts and teachers, through collective bargaining, would
have to formally agree to increase student testing...  
What this legislation would do is decouple state standardized tests from teacher evaluations, removing the state’s one-size-fits-all
approach and allowing districts and teachers to design performance review systems that meet the unique needs of their own
students and educators...  
Finally, the legislation would permanently prohibit these flawed standardized test scores, tied to the controversial Common Core
standards, from becoming part of students’ official records.

 
Republicans weaponize mom & pop  
May 29, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Grace Segers  
The state Senate passed a package of bills in early May, optimistically titled the 2018 Jobs and Opportunity Agenda, that included
legislation to expand tax credits for small businesses and ease regulations. However, these bills have languished in the Assembly
and may be more likely to live on as a political statement than as enacted policy.

 

The Small Business Jobs Survival Act  
Will give all commercial tenants the right to renew their leases for a minimum of 10 years, and rights to negotiate new lase terms
with their landlords. The bill provides for an arbitration process if the parties can't reach an agreement.

(opinion) ‘Modernizing’ the Small Business Jobs Survival Act? Or a Trojan
Horse?  
"We are horrified by the urban blight of nearly 200 empty storefronts on Broadway and the corporate takeover of the entire
metropolis by chain stores."  
March 29, 2018, www.metro.us, by Marni Halasa

(opinion) Commercial rent-control bill threatens 100,000 households  
Condos and co-ops would lose the ability to choose tenants  
May 25, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Stuart M. Saft 

 

(opinion) Why New York Needs Commercial Rent Control  
September 2015, Metropolitan Council on Housing, by Jenny Dubnau

Trademark Alert from the United States Patent and Trademark Office  
The USPTO proposes mandatory electronic filing for trademark submissions  
The goal of the proposed changes is end-to-end electronic processing of trademark applications and registrations. Read an
overview of the proposed changes and see the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for instructions on how to submit comments. 

 

Politics

Barbara Underwood Is Named New York Attorney General [by the New York State Legislature]  
She is the first woman to hold the position and will serve as the state’s top prosecutor through the end of the year.  
May 22, 2018, wsj.com, by Corinne Ramey

 

From Gotham Gazette Eye-Opener email, May 24, 2018  
Democrats and Republicans Choose Nominees for Statewide Seats  
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The Democratic and Republican parties both kicked off their statewide nominating conventions on Wednesday and voted on a slate
of candidates to fill their statewide tickets.  
At Hofstra University on Long Island, the Democratic State Committee overwhelmingly chose Governor Andrew Cuomo as its
gubernatorial nominee, with more than 95 percent of delegates casting their votes for the incumbent...Actor and activist Cynthia
Nixon, who is challenging Cuomo, failed to pick up enough votes at the convention to get on the Democratic primary ballot, forcing
her to now collect ballot signatures...New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio was notably absent, saying he was not invited to play a
“meaningful role”...Read more about the State Democratic Convention  
At the same time, Republicans convened in Midtown Manhattan, where they nominated Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro
as their gubernatorial candidate. Molinaro's running mate Julie Killian, the former deputy mayor of Rye, received the nomination for
lieutenant governor...Both parties will conclude their conventions on Thursday.  

City Council Passes Bill Mandating Public Broadcast of Citywide Debates
May 24, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
[A]ll mandatory debates hosted by the New York City Campaign Finance Board, in partnership with numerous local news
organizations, be publicly broadcast at no charge on a city-owned or operated television channel to reach the widest possible
audience. This would be in addition to broadcast by any selected network as the CFB typically chooses a lead TV station for each
debate.
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