
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

If you are having difficulty reading this email, you can view it in your browser: 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News
section, look for Weekly Eblasts 2018.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government
resources, substance abuse programs, heat season rules, contact information for local elected
officials, and more.

For Murray Hill road closures for public projects and street fair information visit Traffic Updates
on www.murrayhillnyc.org.

Link to our Privacy Statement 

Upcoming events (that missed our last eblast)

Tuesday, May 22nd, doors open at 7pm, music at 7:30pm
Piano on Park presents Sonata on Park
Louis Arques (clarinet) & Alla Milchtein (piano) perform an all sonata program: Johannes

Information that may be of interest...May 21, 2018
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Brahms, Clarinet Sonata Op. 120 No. 1, Camille Saint-Saëns, Clarinet Sonata Op. 167, Francis
Poulenc, Sonate pour clarinette et piano. About the artists: Louis Arques is a multifaceted
woodwind specialist, and one of New York City’s in-demand soloists and orchestral musicians.
He also plays Afro-Cuban music and jazz in club venues. Alla Milchtein performs with vocal
and instrumental partners and chamber ensembles at festivals throughout the world. Alla is staff
pianist at Mannes College New School for Music. Piano on Park offers an intimate way to
experience live music, when pianist Cyrus von Hochstetter opens his doors to host
performances by soloists, chamber ensembles and small bands of all musical styles.  
FREE. RSVP on eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/louis-arques-alla-milchtein-duo-
sonata-on-park-tickets-42771946042?mc_cid=9e6d08a0c7&mc_eid=18489ab589  

Wednesday, May 23   12pm 
Bodil Kjar: Reflections on Design
FREE. Scandinavia House's Edward E. and Susie Elson Lecture, Danish architect, furniture
designer, professor and researcher Bodil Kjær joins us to discuss her long and influential career,
spanning interior design solutions to city planning. Since her early success creating flexible
office furniture in the 1960s, Bodil Kjær has created solutions in interior design, public buildings
and city planning across the world, and is celebrated for her talent of marrying functionality with
aesthetics. For information telephone 212–779–3587. RSVP on eventbrite: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/bodil-kjr-reflections-on-design-ambassador-edward-e-elson-and-susie-elson-
lecture-tickets-45955251394  
Scandinavia House  
58 Park Avenue

Fridays and Saturdays, 7pm–9pm, May 18 – June 2
A Midsummer Night’s Dream performance
performed by The Drilling Company. And you can also look forward to Twelfth Night in July and
MacBeth in August.  
on the Upper Terrace in Bryant Park

Street construction begins this summer along 2nd & 3rd
Avenues, 33rd & 35th Street
The New York City Department of Design and Construction (DDC) will be managing a project to
upgrade infrastructure  to ensure the delivery of necessary services. The work will be done on
2nd Avenue, 3rd Avenue, 33rd Street and 35th Street. The work begins in the Summer of 2018
and is expected to continue until Summer 2021.   

NYC DOT allowable work hours are Monday - Friday 7am-10pm, Saturday & Sunday 8am-
10pm. Typical work hours are 7am-3:30pm.The work will include the installation of newcurbs,
catchbasins, sewers, hydrants and watermains. There will also be utility infrastructure and
roadway restoration work. Advance notice will be given of all water service interruptions.

Traffic regulations during construction are coordinated with the NYC DOT (OCMC). Street or
travel lane closures may be required. Bus detour/relocation may be required. Driveway access
may be temporarily restricted. Parking of private vehicles on the street within construction work
zones is restricted.
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This work will be subcontracted out to MFM Contracting Corp. R.E.I. Firm is Greely & Hansen
VRX, Inc.

The Community Construction Liaison is Karen Flores, telephone 646-768-9105 or
email 2ndaveccl@gmail.com.  
During non-working hours call 311 and provide the Project ID: MED607.  
Flier: http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/MED607_PIC.pdf  

Representatives from the project will present at the two public meetings listed below. Anyone
with interests from 33rd to 36th Streets, from 1st to 3rd Avenues (and surrounding blocks)
should pay close attention. This project will have a high impact on the neighborhood for at least
the next three years. 

Tuesday,  May 29  6:30pm  
17th Precinct Community Council  
Sutton Place Synagogue, 225 E 51st St (between 2nd and 3rd)

Monday, June 4  7pm  
Community Board Six Transportation Committee  
NYU School of Dentistry, 433 First Ave, Rm 220  
Please note: There are several other items on the agenda for this meeting. Any updates will be
posted at http://cbsix.org.

Pershing Square West update
Pershing Square West construction seems to be nearing completion. This week's work will
include final roadway restoration along 42nd, 41st and 40th Streets along Park Avenue West
and in the Plaza, as well as tree planting. Flier.

 

Preservation

Joint Letter from Preservation Groups on New LPC Chair  
Letter to Mayor de Blasio about choosing new Landmarks Preservation Commission chair, April
25, 2018  
[Editor's note: There will be a public vetting period when the public will be able to comment, but
this letter indicates the importance of choosing "candidates with a strong preservation
background and a demonstrated track record of protecting our shared history."]  

Lever House faces reckoning as problems converge  
May 8, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Daniel Geiger   
From profit to peril on Park Avenue. The office building at 390 Park Ave. has a revolving
collection of pricey art in its lobby, revered architecture and a who's who of corporate and
financial tenants. But its star on Manhattan's signature office corridor appears to be fading as a
financial mess embroils its landlord.  
The 21-story Lever House is plagued by an $85 million securitized mortgage that its holder, RFR
Realty, has been unable to refinance. With the payback of that debt three years past due, the
mortgage's bondholders have moved to foreclose and could take control of the property by the
third quarter.  
[Editor's note: Lever House, in Midtown East, was landmarked in 1982.]
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Murray Hill in the news
 

Contractor Behind Ritzy NYC Buildings Stole Workers'
Wages: DA  
May 16, 2018, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
MIDTOWN MANHATTAN, NY — A contracting company behind one of Midtown Manhattan's
skyline-altering supertall developments conducted multi-million dollar wage theft and insurance
fraud schemes, city and state officials announced.  
Queens-based Parkside Construction, its affiliate companies, four senior executives and a
Michigan-based human resources company were hit with felony indictments Wednesday,
officials said. The contracting company is accused of stealing more than $1.7 million from
employees and evading more than $7.8 million in insurance costs despite winning nine-figure
contracts to build some of Manhattan's newest skyscrapers, officials said...  
[One of the buildings where Parkside Construction had contracts] American Copper Building at
626 First Avenue [36th Street].  

 

 

This is shared with us by New York State Senator Liz Krueger in her May 2018 Community
Bulletin

Clear Your Medicine Cabinet – Find Drug Takeback
Locations  
The following link provides a map and locations where pharmaceuticals can be dropped off.
Some locations are available throughout the year and some only on take back days. People can
sign up to get a reminder to drop off their pharmaceuticals when the next national drug take
back day comes around: https://clearyourcabinet.ag.ny.gov/  
In zip code 10016: Duane Reade, 155 E 34th St, New York, NY 10016  
In zip code 10017: CVS Pharmacy, 150 E 42nd St, New York, NY 10017

 

  

Affordability  

A $580/month apartment is somehow available in Flatiron  
May 11 2018, timeout.com, by Clayton Guse  
Deadline is June 1, 2018. A new housing lottery...putting up 18 units in a building in Flatiron.
The cheapest of the apartments is a single studio that’s going for a mind-bogglingly low $580
per month. Another six studios are also up for grabs at an also low $613 per month, and one
more at $947. The remaining 10 units are all one-bedrooms, ranging in price from $962 to
$2,270 per month...  
The building in question is The Mason, a new residential building at 145 Madison Avenue. In
order to qualify for the coveted $580 apartment, you need to have an annual income of between
$19,886 and $26,720. Those numbers shift a bit for the $613 ($22,903 to $29,240) and $947
units ($34,354 and $43,860). This lottery, like many before it, promises to be highly competitive.
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That said, half of the units are reserved for current residents of Manhattan Community Board 5.
NYC Housingconnect application information: https://a806-housingconnect.nyc.gov/nyclottery/
AdvertisementPdf/494.pdf

This is shared with us by New York State Senator Liz Krueger in her May 2018 Community
Bulletin  

222 East 44th Street is now accepting applications
Applications must be submitted online or postmarked by July 2, 2018.   
50 affordable studio, 1- and 2-bedroom apartments newly constructed at 222 East 44th Street in
the Midtown East neighborhood in Manhattan. Rents for these apartments range from $613 to
2,733 depending on income and unit size. To be eligible, applicants must have incomes
between $22,903 and $135,590 depending on unit and family size. Asset limits also apply.
Preference will be given to Community Board 6 residents for 50% of units, to mobility-
impaired persons for 5% of units and visual- and/or hearing-impaired persons for 2% of units. A
full description of the building and application process is available at https://a806-
housingconnect.nyc.gov/nyclottery/AdvertisementPdf/485.pdf.  
Households may submit an application EITHER online OR by mail. To submit your application
online, please visit NYC Housing Connect at www.nyc.gov/housingconnect and select “Apply for
Housing.” To request an application by mail, mail a self-addressed envelope to: 222 E. 44th
Street c/o Breaking Ground, PO Box 3620937, New York, NY 10129.

Lottery Opens For 103 Hell's Kitchen Below-Market Rate
Apartments
May 7, 2018, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
435 West 31st Street, applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later than July 3,
2018.   
A lottery for more than 100 apartments offered at rents below the market rate in a new Hell's
Kitchen development is now accepting applications. The homes are located in The Eugene, a
new 62-story development on West 31st Street between Ninth and 10th Avenues...Prospective
tenants may apply for the lottery through the city's Housing Connect website. A mail-in
application can be requested by sending a self-addressed envelope to: 435 W 31 Phase II c/o
Breaking Ground, PO Box 3620937, New York, NY 10129. 50% of the units are reserved for
current residents of Manhattan's Community District 4. Five percent of the units are reserved
for municipal employees and an additional seven percent are reserved for people with mobility
(5 percent) or vision (2 percent) disabilities. https://a806-housingconnect.nyc.gov/
nyclottery/AdvertisementPdf/489.pdf   

New York City poised to join Airbnb crackdown effort
backed by hotels, unions
May 15, 2018, politico.com, by Sally Goldenberg  
New York's City Council is plotting a crackdown on Airbnb, the largest home-sharing platform in
the world, as the hotel industry and its unionized workers push lawmakers in some of the
nation’s biggest cities to blunt the $30 billion company’s growth.  
The Council is crafting a bill that would require online home-sharing companies to provide the
Mayor's Office of Special Enforcement with the addresses of their listings — a potential blow to
Airbnb if its users are revealed to be turning rent-regulated apartments into business enterprises
in a city starved for more housing.

New York budgets (City & State)
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NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson shared this with us in his email of May 1

The New York City Council's response to Mayor de Blasio's
budget.  
Specific proposals and recommendations in the City Council's budget response include: bolster
the City’s reserves, institute Fair Fares: a program to provide half-fare MetroCards to individuals
and families living below the poverty level, make much needed capital investments in NYCHA,
property tax relief and a road to reform: the Council is calling for a $400 property tax rebate to all
homeowners for their primary residences if they make below $150,000, direct education dollars
to schools, prioritize permanent housing: in light of the high spending on homelessness, the
Council is calling for a reassessment of homeless shelter spending and reallocation of funding
to programs that support move outs from the shelter system and the construction of supportive
housing, improve accessibility and security in schools, present a budget that addresses
unfunded State mandates: MTA Subway Action Plan - $254 million, Raise the Age - $200
million, Close to Home - $31 million, increase transparency and accountability in the budget
presentation to comply with Charter mandates.  

Outbreak of canine influenza
Veterinarians are encouraging dog owners to get their pets vaccinated and to follow up with the
booster shot. For more information, visit the American Veterinary Medical Foundation’s page on
Canine Influenza: https://www.avma.org/public/PetCare/Pages/CanineInfluenza.aspx   
See the MHNA Directory listings to find a veterinarian in the neighborhood. 

 

NYPD top cop pledges to hand over use-of-force data after
City Council dispute  
May 14, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Erin Durkin  
The NYPD will hand over numbers on use of force by cops in each precinct after a clash with
the City Council over the data, Police Commissioner James O'Neill said Monday...  
The dispute stems from a city law passed by the Council in 2016, which requires the department
to release use of force data by precinct, including the number of complaints of excessive force
and how many were substantiated.

Politics

Four Women Accuse New York’s Attorney General of
Physical Abuse  
May 7, 2018, newyorker.com, by Jane Mayer and Ronan Farrow  
Update: Three hours after the publication of this story, Schneiderman resigned from his
position...effective at the close of business on May 8, 2018.”  
 
The leading contenders to be New York’s next attorney
general  
A guide to Eric Schneiderman's potential successors.  
May 13, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Grace Segers
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Statement From Acting Attorney General Barbara
Underwood, May 8, 2018

Cuomo endorses Hochul for state ticket after
congressional push fails
May 13, 2018, buffalonews.com, by Melinda Miller  
With the New York State Democratic Convention coming up in less than two weeks, Gov.
Andrew M. Cuomo wants to make it clear that he expects Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul to remain on
the ticket as his running mate.  

Traffic and transportation
This is shared with us by New York State Senator Liz Krueger in her May 2018 Community
Bulletin  
(Opinion) State's half-measures won't fix city's congestion
problem
April 12, 2018, Crain's Op-Ed, by New York State Senator Liz Krueger  
To get New York moving, charge all vehicles and put cameras in every bus lane

(Opinion) Free street parking in Manhattan is a rip-off
Stopping suburbanites from parking in Upper Manhattan should only be the beginning of parking
reform.  
May 9, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Jonathan English

NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson shared this with us in his email of May 1 

Letter to the MTA Chairman Joseph Lhota
On April 25, Mayor Bill de Blasio and NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson sent a joint letter to
MTA Chairman Joseph Lhota demanding accountability in spending the City’s $418 million
allocated for the subway action plan.

NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson shared this with us in his email of May 1 
Modernization of Subway Stations
On April 23, the MTA presented planned dates for the modernization of subway stations in the
Enhanced Station Initiative Package. Station closures include 28th Street 6 train: full station
closure in both directions. Closure expected on July 16, 2018, reopening December 2018.

Shared taxi rides surge in New York City, as do concerns
about congestion
May 17, 2018, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein  
New Yorkers are increasingly navigating the city in shared ride-hail vehicles affiliated with
companies like Via and Uber Pool, a development that experts warn adds yet another coagulant
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to New York City’s already congested streets.  
Every day in February 2018 — the most recent month for which numbers were available — Via,
Uber Pool and Lyft Line provided an average of 141,000 shared rides, according to the New
York City Taxi and Limousine Commission. That’s more than double the 69,000 daily rides they
provided in July 2017, when the commission first started tracking such numbers...  
But several experts interviewed for this article said that the phenomenon could only bode ill for
New York City’s mass transit services — particularly its bus system, which relies on the same
street infrastructure as for-hire vehicles and which has for years been losing riders, even as the
city’s population and economy have grown...

 
New York state clashes with Amtrak over railroad’s efforts
to improve Penn Station  
May 18, 2018, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein  
New York state is not happy with Amtrak, its landlord at Penn Station.  
The railroad is planning to redevelop the Penn Station concourse it will leave behind once it
crosses Eighth Avenue to take up residence at the James A. Farley Post Office building, a
project known as Moynihan Station.  
Amtrak's effort, the state argues, interferes with its own efforts to improve the much maligned
station.

 

Pending legislation & NYC Charter revision  

Digital currency regulation and other tech-tonic shifts  
May 14, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Rebecca C. Lewis  
Here are five major tech-related issues in New York as the state contends with a future full of
change. Digital currency regulation...Net neutrality...Telecommunications consolidation...State
internet sales tax...Election cybersecurity.

Related article: NYC officials shower blockchain enthusiasts
with love  
May 14, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Aaron Elstein  
New York City officials have chosen to stop worrying and love the blockchain. Their counterparts
at the state level, however, still haven't unchained their hearts.  
The city's Economic Development Corp. announced today that it will open a Blockchain Center...

Bills to increase voter turnout  
The report, Why Don’t More New Yorkers Vote? A Snapshot Identifying Low Voter Turnout,
detailed a survey conducted with New Yorkers who did not participate in the 2016 General
Election despite being eligible to vote. To view the full report and survey, visit:
https://www.scribd.com/document/377827073/05-01-18-Why-Don-t-More-New-Yorkers-Vote-A-
Statewide-Snapshot-Identifying-Low-Voter-Turnout.  
To address these findings and strengthen the democratic process in New York State, [Senator
Krueger] joined [her] colleagues in putting forward a series of bills that will enable early voting
and no-excuse absentee voting, modernize and expand voter registration, extend Primary
Election voting hours and ensure uniformity throughout the state, and expand language options
for ballots.  
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Bill Banning Gov. Cuomo From Taking Appointee
Donations Clears Senate  
May 9, 2018, nytimes.com, by Shane Goldmacher and Brian M. Rosenthal  
New York lawmakers advanced legislation on Wednesday that would prevent governors from
accepting campaign cash from people they appoint to state boards and commissions.  

Mayor's Charter Revision Commission Hears Testimony in
Manhattan  
May 11, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Caitlin Bishop  

(Opinion) Seismic testing threatens New York waters  
May 16, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Isabella Gukeisen and Sabrina Xie  
[Seismic testing] is about to wreak havoc on the ocean off the coast of New York state as a
result of the Trump administration’s 2017 decision to open the Atlantic coast to offshore drilling...
Seismic blasting is the first step towards offshore drilling, and according to Oceana, offshore
drilling and exploration along just the Atlantic could put at risk approximately 1.54 million jobs
and $108 billion in gross domestic product, all of which rely on a healthy, functioning ocean...  
And while Gov. Andrew Cuomo has proposed a bill to effectively block offshore drilling in New
York, it may not pass the state Senate and it would not necessarily prevent seismic testing.

 

 

Target To Open In Kips Bay  
May 16, 2018, patch.com, by Ciara McCarthy  
A new Target will open in Kips Bay next year, the company announced on Wednesday.  
The superstore is adding its eighth Manhattan location in Kips Bay, at the corner of 29th Street
and Second Avenue. This location will be another "small-format" Target...

Love 'Em Or Hate 'Em, Tourists Are Keeping NYC Vibrant  
May 7, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
NEW YORK, NY — It's not your imagination — your favorite restaurant is more packed with
tourists these days. But a new report says that's a good thing as New York City's tourism boom
is creating thousands of jobs in eateries and other industries.  
Tourists spent $9.1 billion at food and drinking establishments in 2016, up 35 percent from 2009
according to "Destination New York," the Center for an Urban Future's report published Monday.
The report's analysis of Visa credit card data shows out-of-towners were responsible for 24
percent of all sales at the city's restaurants in drinking places in 2016.  
"In the depth of winter or the height of summer, New Yorkers don't want to go out," ..."August, for
example, is a rough time for regular customers, but it's packed with tourists."...

From Destination New York Report  
This study was made possible by Times Square Alliance and the Association for a Better New
York (ABNY).  
Over the past two decades, tourism to New York City has swelled from 33 million to nearly 63
million annual visitors, with powerful ripples throughout the city’s economy. Once just one sector
among many, tourism has risen to become one of the top four employment drivers in the city.  
Twenty years ago, around 33 million tourists visited New York City each year. These days, the
city routinely tops 60 million annual visitors.2 In 2017 the city hit a record high of 62.8 million
visitors.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/09/nyregion/cuomo-appointee-donations-campaign-finance.html
http://nytimes.com/
http://www.gothamgazette.com/city/7665-mayor-s-charter-revision-commission-hears-testimony-in-manhattan
http://gothamgazette.com/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/articles/opinion/opinion/seismic-testing-new-york-waters.html
http://cityandstateny.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/target-open-kips-bay
http://patch.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/gf0jn/love-em-or-hate-em-tourists-are-keeping-nyc-vibrant
http://patch.com/
https://nycfuture.org/research/destination-new-york
https://nycfuture.org/research/destination-new-york


This remarkable surge in tourism has done more than merely clog sidewalks in Times Square. It
has sparked hundreds of thousands of new jobs—not just at hotels, but in restaurants, retail
shops, museums, airports, tour bus companies, and even travel tech start-ups.

Murray Hill in history 1985...so many familiar names...
AIRLINES TERMINAL ON
EAST SIDE SOLD FOR
$90.6 MILLION  
February 14, 1985,
nytimes.com, by Joseph
Berger  
The East Side Airlines
Terminal, the first stop in
Manhattan for millions of
travelers for more than 30
years, was sold yesterday for
$90.6 million to developers
who plan to build a luxury
apartment house on the site.  
The price for the property,
which stopped functioning
last year as a bus link to
Kennedy International and La

Guardia Airports, was believed to be the largest ever paid at an auction for a piece of real estate
in Manhattan.  
Officials of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, which sold the property, said the money
would be used for capital projects to improve its subways, buses and commuter rail lines.  
The successful bidder was a joint venture whose partners are Bernard Spitzer, a leading
developer of luxury apartments; Peter L. Malkin, a real- estate lawyer, and two privately held
corporations whose principals were not disclosed.Mr. Malkin said the terminal, which occupies
the block between 37th and 38th Streets from First to Second Avenues, would be torn down as
early as next year and an apartment house of about 50 stories would be built. The zoning
permits the kind of building the developers envision...  
The stone-faced, two-story terminal, built in 1953, was largely abandoned last spring, when
Carey Transportation Inc. decided to use the Port Authority Bus Terminal at 42d Street and
Eighth Avenue as the main depot for passengers coming into Manhattan from La Guardia and
Kennedy Airports in its buses or leaving Manhattan for those airports. Carey buses, however,
stop at Park Avenue between 41st and 42d Streets to pick up and drop off East Side travelers...  
The M.T.A. will have another multimillion-dollar auction in a few months when it sells the New
York Coliseum.  
A much larger Manhattan parcel sold for almost the same amount in December, although that
sale involved complicated financial and zoning issues. The 76-acre Lincoln West site - the old
Penn Central rail yards running along the Hudson River from 59th to 72d Streets - was bought
by the developer Donald J. Trump for $95 million.  
The East Side terminal covers about two acres and sold for only $4.4 million less.

[Editor's note: The East Side Airlines Terminal property is now where The Corinthian is located.
55 stories high and with 840 apartments, when built, it was New York City's largest apartment
building.]
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If you are not a member  
or your membership has lapsed   

please join/renew now

Join / Renew

 

 

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 

 

You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association. 

To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with
“Remove” in the subject.
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