
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are sharing the information as a
service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please disregard it. 

If you are having difficulty reading this email, you can view it in your browser: 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News section, look for Weekly Eblasts
2018.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

New
La Stanza, 334 B Lexington Avenue (at 39th Street), 212-883-9556, 10% off food & beverage when dining in. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with online reservations or delivery.

Rare Bar & Grill, 303 Lexington Avenue (at 37th Street, located at Shelburne Hotel), 212-481-1999, 10% discount in the
restaurant for all meal periods (not valid at Rare View).

Removed
Azzurrini Fine Art has closed their Murray Hill location in the Hotel Kitano.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government resources, substance abuse programs,
heat season rules, contact information for local elected officials, and more.

NOTICE: For our readers with AOL email accounts
If you have problems with the links in our emails, the AOL Postmaster has given these instructions:

1. You need to enable links in email from unknown senders. It is a setting in the AOL Mail app.
2. Uncheck the box 'Disable links in mail from unknown senders'

If this doesn't resolve your issues, please provide as much detail as you can to nancysheran@gmail.com.

Information that may be of interest...May 7, 2018

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
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Murray Hill Photo Album
Pictures from the Spring Mulching Event (Read full article)

 

 

Pictures from the Cultural Medallion Dedications (Read full article)

   

   

Upcoming events (that missed last Monday's eblast) 

Apply before May 8  
Join NYC Emergency Management’s Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT)  
NYC Emergency Management’s Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program is recruiting for its next class of
volunteers to help to prepare their communities for different types of disasters!  
All NYC CERT members are required to undergo an intensive training program of 10 three-hour classes with relevant emergency
and disaster discussions and group-building activities based on the Incident Command System. The next training cycle begins
on May 8th; space is limited. For more information, click here.  

 

May 8  
Deadline for comments to the proposed rules changes for the Landmarks
Preservation Commission  
For more information regarding the proposed rules visit: http://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/applications/proposed-rules.page. Comments
on the proposed rules may be submitted by:

Mail: You can mail written comments to LPC, Municipal Building, One Centre Street, 9th Floor North, New York, NY 10007.
Email: You can email written comments to LPC at nycrules@lpc.nyc.gov.
Fax: You can fax written comments to LPC at (212) 669-7797.
Website: You can submit comments to LPC through the NYC Rules website at www.nyc.gov/nycrules.

Background:  
Landmarks Preservation Commission proposed rules changes: http://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/applications/proposed-rules.page  
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Municipal Art Society Testimony: https://www.mas.org/news/mas-comments-to-lpc-on-proposed-changes-for-historic-buildings-
process  
Historic Districts Council Testimony: http://hdc.org/hdclpc/testimony-for-the-lpc-rules-amendment-hearing-on-march-27-2018  
 

Friday, May 11    6pm  
Israeli Independence Day Concert & Shabbat Services at the Metropolitan
Synagogue  
Join Rabbi Joshua Plaut and renowned Sephardi musician Avram Pengas for a special Shabbat concert in honor of Israel’s 70th
birthday. For information telephone 212-679-8580 or email inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org www.metropolitansynagogue.org
at the Metropolitan Synagogue of New York  
40 East 35th Street  
Downstairs Chapel

 

May 9, 16 and 23    1-4pm  
Prototype your ideas at Baruch College Field Center for Entrepreneurship! 
FREE Consultation hours with the MakerHub. Interested in working on your own project or learning more about design, technology
and prototyping? Come to the Field Center's consultation hours every Wednesday and work one-on-one with a member of the
MakerHub team. Whether you're creating a project for a class or for personal interest, they'll work with you. Use their 3D printers,
Arduino circuits, TinkerCad, littleBits, Cubelets and more! Phone: 646-312-4790. Email: EShip@baruch.cuny.eduEShip@baruch  
at Baruch College Field Center for Entrepreneurship  
One Bernard Baruch Way  
55 Lexingtion Avenue at East 24th Street

 

 

NYC Well is a free and confidential way to get help if you or someone close to you needs mental health support. You can text
or call 1-888-NYC-WELL (1-888-692-9355) for anything from crisis counseling to appointments with mental health professionals.
Click here to visit the website.

 

FDNY's Annual "Feed the Kids" Food Drive from May 13-June 17
The Fire Department will participate in City Harvest's annual "Feed the Kids" food drive to collect nonperishable, kid-friendly food
for hungry families. All Firehouses and EMS stations will be collection points from Mother's Day to Father's Day (May 13 to June
17). For Murray Hill, the closest fire station is FDNY Engine 21 at 238 East 40th Street, telephone: 212-570-4221.

 

New buildings and real estate activity 

This is a rendering of the large building that has been under construction on 34th Street at the FDR Drive. It looks like it is almost
completed.

Building the Helen L. and Martin S. Kimmel Pavilion  
NYU Langone’s plan for providing world-class patient care on its main campus hinges upon adding the state-of-the-art, 830,000-
square-foot Helen L. and Martin S. Kimmel Pavilion, alongside the current flagship Tisch Hospital, which will be fully refurbished.
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The Kimmel Pavilion is set to open in 2018, while the renovation of Tisch Hospital proceeds
in stages, with a substantial amount of work underway or already completed, such as the
Tisch Elevator Tower and the Ronald O. Perelman Center for Emergency Services.  
Together, the Kimmel Pavilion and Tisch Hospital facilities will ultimately offer a seamless
patient experience, with the buildings directly connected on procedural and imaging floors,
and on the lobby level concourse. The two facilities will also share central sterilization and
other support services.

Courtesy of Anoop Punjabi  
Eretz pays $70M for Midtown office building  
May 02, 2018, therealdeal.com, by Christian Bautista  
Abe Talassazan’s Eretz Group bought a Midtown office building that was once home to actress
and Hearst mistress Marion Davies.  
The firm purchased 9 East 40th Street for $70.3 million, according to property records filed
with the city Wednesday...  
The seller is Joseph P. Day Realty, which owned the building for around five decades...  
The building once contained the office of William Randolph Hearst’s personal attorney,
according to a 1928 article from the Brooklyn Daily Eagle. Davies, a Broadway actress who
had a 34-year relationship with Hearst, occupied the building’s penthouse apartment...  
Eretz Group is best known for its $213.8 million purchase of the Argonaut Building [224 West
57th Street] in 2015. The company also owns 295 Madison Avenue, which is less than a block
away from its latest acquisition.

Courtesy of Anoop Punjabi  
Itzhaki and Continental scrap plans for Kips Bay tower,
sell site for $64M  
Israeli developer Minrav expected to proceed with resi project  
May 02, 2018, therealdeal.com, by Mark Maurer  
Photo: A rendering of 368 Third Avenue [27th Street], the current site and Erez Itzhaki  
Itzhaki Properties and Continental Ventures ditched plans for a Kips Bay rental tower in favor
of selling the site to another developer for $64 million, sources told The Real Deal.Minrav
USA, the U.S. arm of Israel-based Minrav Development, closed Monday on the purchase of
the development site at 368 Third Avenue, sources said. The site, which offers 116,000
buildable square feet, was delivered vacant.Minrav is expected to follow through on the site’s
approved plans, which called for a 34-story, 103-unit residential tower, sources said.  
The price comes out to about $550 per buildable square foot.Erez Itzhaki, who runs his
namesake firm alongside partner Gil Boosidan, and Continental Ventures, led by CEO Amir
Chaluts and president Jane Gol, acquired the assemblage at East 27th Street for $50 million in
2015.  
 

 
YIMBY Visits 277 Fifth Avenue As Façade Nears Completion  
May 4, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Andrew Nelson  
Construction at 277 Fifth Avenue is moving along quickly, with just thirteen floors of façade installation remaining. Victor Group and
Lendlease are developing the 55-story skyscraper in NoMad, on the corner of 30th Street. The tower, designed by Rafael Vinoly
Architects, has a dark-indigo façade made of reinforced cast-concrete panels, fabricated in Finland. Multi-layered glazed curtain
walls were designed for optimal thermal and acoustical performance, and there is also a cantilever over its southern neighbor...  
The 728-foot tall 277 Fifth Avenue will create 130 condominiums, ranging in size from one to four-bedrooms. Pricing starts around
$2 million per unit. Residences start on the eleventh floor, and every apartment will have a usable corner, meaning no unit is
without a view....  
Close to 277 Fifth Avenue is 30 East 31st Street, a 40-story residential building designed by Morris Adjmi Architects. The tower’s
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gothic arch-inspired design is now clearly visible along the uppermost floors, meaning topping-out is
imminent.  

 

 

Permits Filed For 29-Story Hotel At 58 West 39th Street, Midtown
Manhattan  
April 23, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Andrew Nelson  
Permits have been filed for a 29-story hotel at 58 West 39th Street, in Midtown, Manhattan. The site is just
a block away from Bryant Park, in the heart of the city. Times Square is just an avenue west, with Grand
Central two avenues to the east. Wei Hong Hu of H Hotel LLC is listed as responsible for the development.
The 447-foot tall structure will yield 56,000 square feet, with 41,500 square feet dedicated to commercial

use. 65 hotel rooms will be included. Guests will have access to a meeting room, fitness center, and hotel lobby. According to The
Real Deal, the developer purchased the project for $25.2 million in January 2016.  
Peter F. Poon Architect is responsible for the design.  
The expected completion date has not been announced.

 

Elections & voting

NYC Special Election Results: Democrats Win All 4 NYC Seats  
April 19, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar   
74th Assembly District, Manhattan  
East Village, Alphabet City, Gramercy Park, Murray Hill  
Epstein won 3,051 votes, or 90.3 percent, to defeat his three opponents and replace Assemblyman Brian Kavanagh, who was
elected to the state Senate last year.  
Epstein, whom Kavanagh endorsed, is a lawyer who works as the associate director of the Urban Justice Center. He also sat on
Manhattan Community Board 3 for 14 years and previously served on the city's Rent Guidelines Board.  
Republican candidate Bryan Cooper, a community activist, won just 167 votes, or about 5 percent. This marks his third
unsuccessful bid for the 74th Assembly District — he also ran in 2008 and 2014.  
Green Party candidate Adrienne Craig-Williams, an elementary school teacher and activist, came in third place with 73 votes.
Reform Party candidate Juan Pagán, a community activist and former state corrections officer, followed with 65 votes.

 

Progressives Draft Convention Resolution to Allow Unaffiliated Voters in
Democratic Primary  
April 25, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
As the Democratic primary between Governor Andrew Cuomo and Cynthia Nixon continues to heat up, a group of progressive
activists is pushing for the state party to change its rules and open up the primary to unaffiliated voters...  
The resolution will call for a change in the party’s internal rules to allow registered voters without a party affiliation to cast ballots in
the Democratic primary, which is currently a “closed” primary where voting is restricted to registered Democrats...  
Top elected officials and legislators on both sides of the aisle have been hesitant to allow any but their own registered members to
vote in their primary to avoid “party raiding,” where members of one party could potentially flood their opponents’ party primary with
votes to either capture their ballot line or to dislodge the preferred candidate from the nomination ahead of a general election.
That’s also the reason that New York’s deadline for changing one’s party affiliation falls 25 days prior to the previous general
election, an oft-criticized length far longer than in many other states...  
State Democratic Party Executive Director Geoff Berman, however, was unsure if the party could make such a change.  
“Under state law, and this applies to all political parties, not just to Democrats, in order to vote in a party’s primary, you have to
affiliate yourself with that party in your voter registration,” Berman said in a phone interview. 

Murray Hill News

Bicyclist dies nine days after cab hits him near Midtown Tunnel  
April 28, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Thomas Tracy  
A bicyclist died after being struck by a yellow cab near the Midtown Tunnel, police said Saturday.  
Amaury Pena, 42, was riding west on E. 39th St. when he blew through a red light at Tunnel Exit St. at about 8:20 a.m. on April 16.
A cab headed north on Tunnel Exit St. slammed into him, witnesses told cops...  
The 58-year-old cabbie remained at the scene. No charges are expected to be filed.

 
Milo Yiannopoulos Shouted Out Of Murray Hill Bar  
April 23, 2018, patch.com, by Ciara McCarthy  
MURRAY HILL, NY — Controversial conservative writer Milo Yiannopoulos was forced out of a Murray Hill bar on Sunday as its
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patrons chanted "Nazi scum get out," according to a video of the incident.  
The former Breitbart News editor is seen in a video posted to Twitter standing at the bar of the Churchill Tavern, located at 45 E.
28th St., while patrons surrounding him chant "Nazi scum get out" repeatedly. 

 
Midtown Stabbing: 1 Injured, FedEx Driver In Custody, Police Say  
April 23, 2018, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
MIDTOWN MANHATTAN, NY — A man was stabbed a block away from the Empire State Building after a street dispute Monday
afternoon, an NYPD spokesman said.  
A 22-year-old man was arrested after stabbing a 28-year-old man multiple times around 1:40 p.m., an NYPD spokesman said. The
stabbing occurred after a dispute between the two men on the corner of Fifth Avenue and West 33rd Street, police said...  
The man who was injured was taken to Bellevue Hospital in stable condition after suffering multiple stab wounds to his back, an
NYPD spokesman said. The man is expected to survive his injuries, the spokesman said. 

 

Summer alert!  
 
Tick-Borne Diseases Hit NY Harder Than Almost Any Other State  
May 3, 2018, patch.com, by Adam Nichols  
NEW YORK, NY – There have been more tick-borne illnesses in New York since 2004 than in almost any other state in the U.S. –
and the numbers are rising, according to figures released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention...  
According to the CDC report, Lyme disease accounted for 82 percent of all tick-borne diseases between 2004 and 2016.  
"Zika, West Nile, Lyme, and chikungunya — a growing list of diseases caused by the bite of an infected mosquito, tick, or flea —
have confronted the U.S. in recent years, making a lot of people sick"... CDC Director Robert R. Redfield said in a news release...  
According to the CDC, ticks are particularly hard to control. The New York Times reported that ticks need deer or rodents as their
main blood hosts and populations of those animals have increased.  
The CDC says the burden falls on local health agencies to survey and control ticks and nearly all vector control operations to
eradicate the insects that transmit diseases are locally funded and operated. With ticks being difficult to control, the CDC says
people must take extra steps to protect themselves.

Here are some steps you can take to prevent yourself from being bitten by a tick (via the NYC Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene)

Stay on cleared paths and hiking trails when walking in heavily wooded areas.  
Wear light-colored, Permethrin-treated clothing to allow you to better see ticks that crawl on your clothing. Wear long-sleeved
shirts and tuck your pant legs into your socks so that ticks cannot crawl up the inside of your pant legs.  
Apply repellents containing DEET to prevent ticks from attaching.  
Check for ticks on your body and clothing after returning from wooded, brushy, or tall, grassy areas and remove any ticks you
find on you, your child or your pet.  
Keep in mind that young ticks are very small (about the size of a poppy seed), so seek help to inspect not easily reachable
areas. Be sure to look carefully in areas of the body where hair is present, since it may make it difficult to see the ticks. Adult
ticks are about the size of an apple seed.  
Shower after being in an area with ticks, and promptly put clothes in a dryer on high heat to kill ticks.  
Speak to your vet about tick prevention products for your pet dogs and cats.  
Remove leaf litter and debris to reduce the likelihood of ticks around the home.  
If you get a rash or a fever, let the doctor know if you may have been exposed to ticks, even if you don't remember having a
tick bite.  

City Council Member Carline Rivera shared this with us in her April Newsletter

Carlina Rivera Introduces Legislation to Modernize Special Victims Unit (SVU)
Case Management System  
On April 11, City Council Member Carlina Rivera introduced an important piece of legislation that will increase police officers' ability
to prosecute sex crimes in New York City. Carlina's bill, Int. 781, will require the New York City Police Department to implement and
utilize a modern case management system that will decrease the amount of time officer's spend on administrative procedures and
allow them to spend their time more effectively on solving each case. The bill follows the release of a city Department of
Investigations report that the New York Police Department's Special Victims Division is critically understaffed and not effectively
investigating all cases.
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Environment
 

Cuomo, borrowing from Churchill, vows to lead citizens' armada to block
offshore drilling  
May 4, 2018, politico.com, by Danielle Muoio  
What began Friday as a routine press conference denouncing the Trump administration's plan to open the mid-Atlantic coast to
offshore drilling, escalated into the governor of New York declaring he would lead an armada of private boats to "interfere" with any
attempts to drill or test for fossil fuels...  
Cuomo said he is pushing legislation that would prohibit the production of oil and gas in state waters. The state will also launch a
website to collect citizen testimony in opposition to the drilling proposal to send to the federal government.  
Called the "State of our Water" bill, the legislation would also prohibit companies from building infrastructure, such as pipelines, in
state waters. If passed by both houses and signed into law, the legislation would also block entities from transporting crude oil in
federal waters off the coast of New York...  
Cuomo is one of several state leaders to have argued for an exemption from the drilling plan, citing not only the environmental
impacts, but the deleterious effects on the states' fishing and tourism industries.

 

 

New York City budget

Five things to know about de Blasio’s 2019 executive budget  
April 26, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Jeff Coltin  
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio introduced an $89 billion executive budget for fiscal year 2019 ...  
The executive budget is, in part, a response to the state budget enacted April 1. The city must pass a budget before the new fiscal
year begins July 1...  
The mayor’s $89 billion proposed budget is $1.6 billion higher that what the city expects to spend by the end of the current fiscal
year. The city is obligated to have a balanced budget, so all increases in the budget are a result of rising revenues – and the
economy has been good to the mayor...the city’s population has topped 8.6 million for the first time in history – which has been
good for the city’s coffers.  
The mayor asserted that the state budget cut $530 million towards the city, and that a quarter of the city’s new spending (between
the preliminary budget and this executive budget) would be compensation for those cuts from Albany. The Citizens Budget
Commission, a nonprofit budget watchdog, predicted the state budget would cost the city even more, up to nearly $1 billion. Some
of the biggest hits to the city budget include $254 million in the expense budget alone for the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority's Subway Action Plan and $140 million less in school aid than the city had predicted.  
De Blasio also complained about Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s executive order that declared a state of emergency in the city’s public
housing – whose fiscal effects weren’t included in the mayor’s proposed budget. That, he said, “could have many unforeseen
consequences for next year’s budget…  
There weren’t any new big ticket initiatives in the executive budget. The mayor did announce a $102 million commitment towards
installing some 3,000 physical security barriers that safety advocates called for after drivers attacked pedestrians in Times Square
and on a Hudson River bike path last year...The mayor also announced another $41 million towards digital security, to keep city
infrastructure safe from cyberattacks.

Affordability

NYC Board To Consider Rent Hikes Thursday  
April 26, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
NEW YORK, NY — The city's Rent Guidelines Board will begin considering rent hikes for New York City's 1 million rent-stabilized
homes on Thursday, kicking off a two-month process that could end with tenants paying more.  
At its Thursday evening meeting, the board is set to vote on a set of preliminary guidelines — or allowed rent hikes for rent-
stabilized apartments, lofts and hotels — that will be presented to the public at a series of meetings in each borough in May and
June. The final guidelines, set to be approved June 26, will take effect on Oct. 1.  
Landlords plan to ask for much bigger hikes than the board has approved in recent years. The Rent Stabilization Association, a
group of 25,000 landlords for 1 million rent-stabilized apartments across the city, wants increases of 4 percent on one-year leases
and 7 percent on two-year leases...  
The public can then testify on the proposed guidelines at meetings on June 7, 11, 13, 19 and 21. The full schedule is available
here.

Court rules in favor of landlords in rent regulation case  
April 27, 2018, nypost.com, by Bob Fredericks  
The state Court of Appeals issued a decision Thursday that gives a huge break to landlords of rent-stabilized buildings by ruling
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that they don’t have to re-regulate up to 150,000 market-rate apartments...  
The court’s decision reversed the 2015 policy and ruling, letting landlords hike the rent and deregulate an apartment once a
stabilized renter moves out.

 

Nixon rolls out housing plan  
May 3, 2018, politico.com, by Laura Nahmias and Sally Goldenberg  
Democratic gubernatorial candidate Cynthia Nixon on Thursday unveiled a housing plan that includes an overhaul of rent
regulations, which is contingent upon Democrats seizing a majority in the New York State Senate in November...  
Rent laws sunset every four years and are set to be renegotiated in Albany next year.  
[Frank Ricci of the Rent Stabilization Association, an organization that lobbies on behalf of landlords] said that would act as a
disincentive for landlords to repair rent-stabilized buildings, which are, on average, 75 years old.  
“Ultimately, not immediately, the quality of their housing would suffer if those owners didn’t have the money to do the upgrades and
repairs that are required...  
One element of New York’s housing laws that did not make it into her policy announcement Thursday was her plan for 421-a, a
program that gives developers a tax exemption for agreeing to build multi-unit housing on vacant land...  
Stephen Smith, a co-founder of real estate tech startup Quantierra, said Nixon’s proposals fall short of meaningful change to
protect the city’s housing stock and address the shortage of available rentals.  
"This is red meat for tenants, but if home building doesn't keep up with demand, rent controls only insulate tenants from the
punishing downstate housing market until life happens and they want to move,” Smith said...  
Left largely unaddressed was how Nixon would make many of her policy proposals a reality — any changes to New York’s rent
laws would require the approval of the Legislature, where Republicans currently hold a majority in the state Senate and have
historically opposed policies like eliminating vacancy decontrol.

 

Airbnb listings added $616M in rental spending throughout the city in 2016  
May 3, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Erin Durkin and Larry McShane  
The analysis by City Controller Scott Stringer asserts the use of rental properties for Airbnb keeps affordable apartments off the
market for working-class families.  
"Airbnb has grown exponentially at the expense of New Yorkers who face rising rents and the risk of being pushed out of
communities they helped build," Stringer said.  
"If we're going to preserve the character of our neighborhoods and expand our middle class, we have to put people before
profits..."  
The neighborhoods most affected by Airbnb were hotspots for tourism and gentrification in Manhattan, including Chelsea,
Greenwich Village and Soho, and in Brooklyn — mostly in Williamsburg and Greenpoint, the report said...  
With Airbnb in the mix, citywide annual gross rents went up an estimated 25.3%, or $6.67 billion, from 2009 to 2016, the study
found.  
Without any Airbnb listings, the rents likely would have jumped by 23%, or approximately $6.06 billion, the study found.  
Airbnb, in a statement, lambasted the report as "wrong on the facts" — asserting the link between rising rents and Airbnb rentals
was untrue.  
"Anyone who lives in New York knows that the city has had a declared housing emergency since the end of WWII and that prices
have been rising for decades," responded the online home-sharing service.

Controller Scott Stringer's report: The Impact of Airbnb on NYC Rents, May 3, 2018  
Controller Scott Stringer's report:  The Growing Gap: New York City’s Housing Affordability Challenge, April 23, 2014  
 

 
 

The Grand Central Partnership has shared this with us in their April 26 Newsletter  
Get Out and Enjoy Our Neighborhood's Public Spaces
600 Third Avenue (Entrance on 40th Street between Lexington and Third Avenues)

622 Third Avenue (Set back from the west side of Third Avenue between 40th and 41st Street, entrance to rooftop via stairway
or elevator)

Ford Foundation Building Atrium (320 E 43rd St, Entrance on 42nd Street between First & Second Avenues)

[Editor's note: and we are awaiting the completion of Pershing Square West plaza, which is supposed to be done by this summer.]

 

From Time Out
 

10 fascinating secrets of NYC’s Grand Central Terminal
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The Grand Central Terminal in NYC guide
 

Transportation, traffic and parking (buses and ferries and trains and taxis and bicycles...)
[Editor's note: Should e-bicycles be registered and regulated like motorized vehichles or banned?]  
NYC's War On E-Bikes Takes Toll On Immigrant Delivery Workers  
April 26, 2018, gothamist.com, by Christopher Robbins and Jeffrey E. Singer  
Li Guoan was delivering food on his electric bicycle in Midtown Manhattan on a frigid January afternoon this year when an NYPD
officer pulled him over. E-bikes are illegal to ride in New York City, and Li had been stopped by the police before. But this time the
officer decided to seize his bike. Li was charged with misdemeanor reckless driving, no different than if he had been behind the
wheel of a 4,000-pound SUV...  
New York City law classifies e-bikes—bicycles which let riders exceed 20 miles per hour through the use of a rechargeable electric
battery—as "motorized scooters" that cannot be registered by the DMV as street-legal vehicles. In October, Mayor Bill de Blasio,
citing "a huge growth of complaints from neighborhood residents," announced that his administration would begin severely
cracking down on the people who use them.  

 
As Ridership Surges, Ferries to Get $300 Million to Expand Service  
May 3, 2018, nytimes.com, by Patrick McGeehan  
Admitting that his administration vastly underestimated the appeal of heavily subsidized boat rides, Mayor Bill de Blasio is doubling
down on his big investment in a commuter ferry service for New York City...  
Setting the ferry fare to match the $2.75 subway fare was an innovation of Mr. de Blasio’s administration...  
The city launched the service a year ago and quickly found that it had underestimated demand. Last summer, the city had to
scramble to charter boats larger than its fleet of 149-passenger vessels.  
City officials, who had argued against the need for bigger boats, relented and revised their order to include boats that can hold 350
passengers...  
In the meantime, Hornblower, the company that operates the ferries, will charter as many as eight boats that can carry up to 500
passengers each...

MTA moves money into ‘sinkhole,’ overriding mayor  
April 25, 2018, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein  
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority on Wednesday approved a new $33.3 billion version of its capital plan — one that allows
for the struggling authority to invest more money in a project Mayor Bill de Blasio considers a “sinkhole.”  
The amendment to the capital plan, which must still be approved by a state capital plan review board, would move more than $400
million in funds for East Side Access from the 2010-2014 five-year capital plan to this one. It's a maneuver that the city contends is
a de facto ratification of the MTA's plans to spend an additional $1 billion — in the next capital plan — on the new Long Island Rail
Road terminal beneath Grand Central Terminal. De Blasio and most of his representatives on the MTA board objected to the
proposal...  
At Wednesday’s board meeting, there were, in fact, many complaints about MTA transparency, or lack thereof...  
And what of the status of East Side Access itself?  
The project, which will supposedly still be complete by the end of 2022, will serve 162,000 riders a day, fewer than Grand Central
Terminal (750,000), Penn Station (“more than half a million,” per Amtrak) or the Port Authority Bus Terminal (230,000).  

Related article

As Cost of Train Link Passes $11 Billion, M.T.A.’s Credibility Shrinks  
Work on the East Side Access project, linking the Long Island Rail Road to Grand Central Terminal, is now expected to cost over
$11 billion and take until at least 2022.  
April 25, 2018, nytimes.com, by Emma G. Fitzsimmons

 

NYC Drivers Could Need A Permit To Park On The Street  
City Council lawmakers want to set aside up to 80 percent of parking spots in certain neighborhoods for residents.  
Apr 25, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
A bill Councilman Ydanis Rodriguez introduced Wednesday [April 25] would require the Department of Transportation to set up a
citywide residential parking permit program that would reserve up to 80 percent the spaces in participating neighborhoods for
people who live there.  
Residents would pay a small annual fee for a permit that would give them priority for those spaces, said Rodriguez, a Manhattan
Democrat who chairs the Transportation Committee. The city would designate neighborhoods as permit zones based on requests
from community boards, he said...  
The program wouldn't change rules for spaces with meters or those located in commercial areas...  
The Department of Transportation questioned the idea in a 2012 study, saying a permit program would be complicated to
administer and wouldn't benefit residents much.  
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Bill to handicap Uber introduced in City Council  
April 25, 2018, crainsnewyork.com, by Matthew Flamm and Will Bredderman  
A bill that would single out yellow cabs' competitors for new regulations was introduced in the City Council Wednesday [April 25],
as one group of taxi drivers and owners rallied outside in support of it.  
Another group of drivers held a conference call to condemn it...  
Introduced by Councilman Ruben Diaz Sr., the bill is expected to become part of a legislative package that will include input from
other council members who have been trying to address issues created by the rapid growth of Uber. Those include traffic
congestion in Manhattan and downward pressure on drivers' earnings that has reached a crisis point for some drivers and taxi
medallion owners...  
"Right now, the taxi industry is so well-regulated" compared with its rivals, Johnson said. "We have to look at, Are there ways to
have some level of parity?"  
 
New York City may try again to limit Uber’s growth  
April 30, 2018, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein  
In 2015, Uber used its financial might, political know-how and popularity to defeat a New York City effort to stymie its growth. Now,
New York City is poised to try again.  
“We support a growth limitation,” city taxi commissioner Meera Joshi told reporters Monday.  
Her support for a limit on companies like Uber comes after Mayor Bill de Blasio, who appointed her, said he was again willing to
consider an Uber cap, and amid a City Council bonanza of proposed bills designed to rein in the taxi app industry, bolster driver
wages and help the foundering yellow taxi industry survive.  
 
De Blasio administration opposes annual fee for Uber, Lyft drivers  
April 30, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Erin Durkin  
The de Blasio administration opposes a proposal to slap drivers for companies like Uber with a $2,000-a-year fee and bar them
from driving for more than one app, officials said Monday...

NYC Transit Unveils Plan to Reimagine Bus System & Deliver World-Class Bus
Service  
April 23, 2018  
New York City's vital bus system has just been comprehensively reimagined in the NYC Transit Bus Plan...  
“We’ve listened to our riders’ concerns and are working tirelessly to create a world-class bus system that New Yorkers deserve,”
said NYCT President Andy Byford.“We’re targeting challenges like traffic congestion and enforcement, undertaking bold initiatives
like redesigning the entire route network, and pursuing advancements such as the latest computer-aided management, double-
decker and electric buses, all-door boarding, and improved customer service with more real-time data. Our customers will start to
see changes this year and we will never stop improving this critical component of New York City’s transportation landscape.”  

Specific elements of the NYC Transit Bus Plan include:  

A completely redesigned bus route network. NYC Transit is performing a top-to-bottom, holistic review and redesign of the
entire city’s bus route network – the first in decades – based on public input, demographic changes and travel demand
analysis. Route changes will provide better connectivity and more direct service in every neighborhood, with updated stop
spacing and the expansion of off-peak service on strategic routes.
Collaboration with NYCDOT, NYPD, & local communities. NYC Transit will collaborate with NYCDOT to expand the
implementation of bus lanes, exclusive busways, queue jumps, bus stop arrival time displays and bus priority technology on
traffic signals and buses known as “traffic signal priority.” Many of these changes will also require robust community outreach.
NYC Transit will also advocate for strengthened NYPD enforcement of bus lanes, dedicated transit-priority traffic teams, and
legislative approval to expand bus-mounted cameras beyond 16 existing routes to help enforce bus lane rules in more
locations.  
Speeding up boarding by using all doors. NYC Transit is pursuing new approaches to speed up bus boarding, particularly
using upcoming electronic tap-to-pay readers to facilitate all-door boarding. While purchasing fare media with cash will
always be an option with the new fare payment system being developed by the MTA, NYC Transit will also explore cashless
options to speed up boarding time in select circumstances.  
Improving customer service and the customer experience. NYC Transit is in the midst of implementing a renewed and
intensified dedication to customer service across all of its services. Additionally, bus customers will benefit from technological
advancements like digital information screens providing helpful bus route, next stop and real-time service advisories. Seat
availability information on express buses will become available via a mobile application, and the Bus Performance
Dashboard unveiled earlier this year will see continual enhancement. NYC Transit will also develop simpler and more helpful
bus route maps – including dynamic, customizable and location-specific maps – and work with NYCDOT to have more bus
shelters equipped with real-time bus arrival info displays.  
Proactive management to improve service delivery. NYC Transit is opening a brand new Bus Command Center and
upgrading to the latest computer-aided dispatch and operations support technology, including using GPS-based displays of
bus locations to help bus operators and dispatchers work together to reduce “bunching,” the uneven spacing of buses that
can often lead to multiple buses arriving at a stop at once. Reorganization and updated training will also streamline
operations and the strategic sharing and deployment of resources. NYC Transit will work with supervision and the workforce
to explore how to better use buses that sometimes travel empty as they return to depots.  
Enhancing NYC Transit’s world-class fleet of buses. The NYC Transit Bus Plan will also focus on enhancing the bus fleet
using zero-emission, all-electric buses as well as New York City’s first double-decker public buses. A pilot test of 10 electric
buses began earlier this year, while a double-decker express bus will be tested on a Staten Island route starting this spring.
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The rest of the fleet is being upgraded with digital displays to show real-time route, stop and service update information, as
well as traffic signal priority and new fare payment technology. The bus fleet is also being outfitted with new safety
technologies such as turn warnings for pedestrians, and security cameras.

 

 

Schools
 
Chancellor Carranza apologizes for not tweeting more carefully, but won’t back
down on desegregation  
April 30, 2018, chalkbeat.org, by Alex Zimmerman  
Chancellor Richard Carranza apologized if he offended anyone with a late-night retweet last week — but that doesn’t mean he is
done directly addressing the issue of school segregation...He tweeted the site’s inflammatory headline “Wealthy white Manhattan
parents angrily rant against plan to bring more black kids to their schools.”...  
Yet he signaled that he would not necessarily depart from Fariña’s vision that efforts to integrate schools should come not from the
city education department, but from local communities and elected parent leaders on Community Education Councils in each
district.

 
(opinion) De Blasio’s school ‘diversity’ plan will be a progressive failure  
May 1, 2018, nypost.com, by Michael Goodwin  
The proposal...has almost nothing to do with helping nonwhite children do better in school.  
If that really were the goal, the mayor could copy the methods of the best charter system. About 95 percent of the students in Eva
Moskowitz’s Success Academy network are black and Hispanic, yet their schools often rank among the very best in the state.  
Which brings us to the plan...that sees everything through the prism of race. Thus, it aims to cure a problem by starting with a
flawed theory of its causes.  
To be clear, it is an American tragedy that most black and Hispanic students lag most white and Asian students in reading, math
and most other academic subjects. While there are individual exceptions, these patterns have vexed parents, educators and
politicians for decades...  
So they want a racial quota system where failing minority students are force-fed into classes of succeeding white and Asian
students.  
The proposal would reserve 10 percent of seats at middle schools for students whose average score on standardized tests was a
1. The state defines a score of 1 as “well below proficient,” but in reality, a 1 means the student showed up for the test and not
much more.  
An additional 15 percent of seats would be set aside for students whose average test score was 2, which the state defines as
“partially proficient” in meeting standards.  
They would presumably sit beside students who scored 3, which means “proficient,” or 4, which means “excel.”  
One impact is obvious: Teachers would likely teach to the lowest common denominator, meaning top students would be bored to
tears.  
A second impact: The quota system would force some good students out of the best schools and into the worst ones. That would
be their punishment for doing well.  
Predictably, a relative handful of white parents who expressed concern about the plan are routinely being called racist by the
media...  
Here’s a better idea: Carranza and his boss ought to go back to the drawing board. They should begin by focusing on helping
failing students wherever they are instead of looking for social-engineering silver bullets.  
Indeed, even if their current plan succeeded in lifting up the quota students, what about the 75 percent of students who would
remain trapped in the failing schools? Is their fate unimportant?  
And what happens to the succeeding students who get pushed out to inferior schools? Are they to be sacrificed for the greater
political good?

(opinion) Parents Do What the Mayor Hasn’t — Integrate Schools  
May 3, 2018, nytimes.com, by Mara Gay

 

Legislation & zoning

(Opinion) The Mayor's Mistaken Attempt to Supersize Buildings  
April 25, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Andrew Berman  
Nearly every day it seems, a new record is broken for a tallest new residential structure in our city...  
But for Mayor de Blasio and the real estate industry, even these record-breaking heights are not enough. They are advocating for
repealing a 60-year-old state law, which, while capping the size of residential developments in New York City, is still so generous
as to allow the unprecedented giants going up now...  
Most observers expect the supporters of lifting the cap to push the measure again before the state legislative session ends in
June, possibly as part of the “big ugly” – the annual package of often unrelated and controversial measures passed in the final
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hours of legislative session, with little public notice or input.  
With all the problems facing New York City right now, from dysfunctional subways to crumbling public housing to crippling
congestion, why is this an issue the mayor has chosen to take on?  
Mayor de Blasio and some of the proponents of lifting the cap claim it’s necessary to build affordable housing. But not because
they want affordable housing developments that exceed the current record-breaking heights. Because they want to allow real
estate developers to build vastly larger for-profit, luxury housing developments. In return, they will require them to attach a
comparatively small amount of affordable housing to the development...  
It’s due to this approach that communities throughout New York City have opposed the mayor’s rezoning plans – both because
they would destroy the scale and character of their neighborhoods, and because under the guise of introducing “affordable
housing” (which in many cases is unaffordable to the residents of the neighborhood), vastly increased quantities of very expensive
housing is built, which more than counteracts any good done by the relatively small amount of affordable housing created.  
Andrew Berman is Executive Director of Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation  

 

NYC restaurants propose surcharges for all diners  
April 25, 2018, nypost.com, by Lisa Fickenscher   
Big Apple restaurants are at a tipping point.  
With record hikes in wages over the past couple of years — on top of rising rent, food and other costs — restaurant owners
pressed City Hall lawmakers to allow them to levy a surcharge on all diners to cover their bloated expenses.  
Without the surcharge, which could range from 3 percent to 5 percent, or more, many owners said they will go out of business...  
“Allow us the option of using a clearly disclosed surcharge to generate the revenue to simply survive,” the group said in an open
letter to Mayor de Blasio.  
The Big Apple is the only place in the US that bans such a fee.  
Restaurants have been lobbying their direct city regulator — the Department of Consumer Affairs, which bars such a surcharge —
for the past two years to no avail.  
The issue is reaching a new urgency now because Gov. Cuomo is considering raising the minimum wage for tipped employees to
$15 an hour — thereby abolishing the current minimum wage of $8.65 for tipped employees.  
Public hearings on the issue started on April 20.  
Restaurant owners would rather use a surcharge to bring in additional revenue than raise individual menu prices because it is less
likely to scare away diners, Andrew Rigie, executive director of the New York City Hospitality Alliance, told The Post.

 

Editorial: A victory for open records  
April 26, 2018, timesunion.com  
An appeals court rules images of election ballots are open to the public. This transparency can play an important role in promoting
faith in our democracy.  
In the more than four decades since it was enacted, New York's Freedom of Information Law has become an essential tool in
holding government accountable and protecting our free society. Now, thanks to the decision of an enlightened state appeals court,
the law has been significantly expanded — to cover digital voting records.  
The Appellate Division of State Supreme Court ruled April 12 that scanned images of election ballots are subject to FOIL...  
In making the ruling, the court analyzed the impact of electronic voting and the new records the process generates. In New York,
voters fill out a paper ballot and insert it into a scanner, which counts the vote (or votes, in the case of multiple races) and records
an image of the ballot. The images contain no information that would reveal the voter's identity, and to further preserve the secrecy
of the ballot, the images are stored in random order on portable flash drives. The content of those drives is permanently stored at
local election boards...  
The information would be of value to political parties, political scientists, sociologists, journalists and anyone else interested in
analyzing and better understanding voting patterns.

 
Cuomo Touts Political Ad Transparency Law as Other Reforms Languish  
April 19, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
Governor Andrew Cuomo on Wednesday held a ceremonial bill-signing, one of several since the state budget was approved, to
tout the passage of new restrictions and disclosure requirements for political advertisements on social media...  
Cuomo proposed and the state Legislature successfully passed the “Democracy Protection Act,” which prohibits foreign entities
from creating independent expenditure committees or buying political ads, requires anyone who purchases an online political ad to
register as an independent expenditure committee, and also requires online ads to include information about who paid for them, as
is currently required of traditional media platforms.  
The state Board of Elections will also now create an public archive of those online ads and retain them for five years...  
Earlier on Wednesday, Cuomo restored voting rights to individuals on parole through an executive order...  
It’s unclear, however, if a Democratic Senate itself will come to pass any time soon, or if the appetite would be there for the types
of voting, campaign finance, and government ethics reforms that Cuomo has said he supports. 

 

NYC Charter Commission(s)
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Mayoral Charter Revision Commission Starts Its Work  
April 20, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
A commission created by Mayor Bill de Blasio to review the City Charter and propose reforms to how city government functions
kicked off its work on Thursday with its first public meeting in Downtown Manhattan... [T]he members of the Charter Revision
Commission -- former public servants, law professors and attorneys, union leaders and community activists -- introduced
themselves to the 20-odd members of the public in attendance (and whoever might have been watching the live-stream).  
Over roughly an hour, Commission Chair Cesar Perales did most of the talking at what was billed as an initial organizing meeting,
discussing the law, rationale, and guiding principles behind the creation of the commission...  
De Blasio too charged his commission -- though he cannot control their agenda -- with looking at the city’s campaign finance laws
and ways to improve voter participation and access...  
Perales also pledged a thoroughly transparent process -- before he spoke, he made sure to check that the hearing was indeed
being live-streamed -- that would include ample testimony from the public. 

Related article

De Blasio’s Charter Revision Commission holds first public meeting  
April 26, 2018, nypost.com, by Rich Calder

More public meeting information
Wednesday, May 9    6pm  
at The New York Public Library  
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building  
Edna Barnes Salomon room  
476 5th Ave  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
The New York City Charter Revision Commission will hold public hearings across the five boroughs. The hearings are open to the
public and the public will have the opportunity to testify before the Commission on any aspect of the Charter.

SUBMITTING TESTIMONY  
Any member of the public may sign-up to speak during the hearing segment of the evening. Testimony should be limited to three
minutes in duration. Please assign one representative from each group, organization, or institution to speak on behalf of the entire
group. Everyone wishing to speak will be afforded an opportunity no matter what time they arrive during the hearing.

Written testimony is also encouraged and may be submitted in person at the public hearing, by email to
comments@charter.nyc.gov, or through the “Send Comments to the Commission” link on the Commission website at
www.nyc.gov/charter (on the “About” page). All public hearings and meetings will be livestreamed at nyc.gov/charter.

 
Charter Revision Commission Urged to Consider Tighter Donation Rules for
City-Affiliated Nonprofits  
May 4, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
Reinvent Albany, an organization focused on government transparency and accountability, is advocating for greater disclosure
requirements and lower limits for donations made to city-affiliated nonprofits by entities and individuals who have contracts and
other business with the city and appear on its “doing business” database...  
We’re increasingly concerned about nonprofits that have existed for years affiliated with city agencies, and donors giving to these
nonprofits and having business with those same city agencies,” said Alex Camarda, Reinvent Albany’s senior policy advisor, in a
phone interview. The lack of regulation could create the “perception of undue influence, if not actual conflict,”  
“We do not oppose per diem or unpaid volunteers serving on city boards, task forces and commissions, much like the members of
this commission,” the Reinvent Albany testimony reads. “But they should not also be fundraising simultaneously for nonprofits
affiliated with elected officials.”  
The group acknowledged that there were nonetheless nonprofit organizations that may not be covered by any changes they
recommend, such as organizations that receive large sums in city funding and whose board members are donors to city elected
officials.  
“Many of these nonprofits do important work that helps the city,” Camarda said. “We don’t want them to become avenues for
companies and wealthy donors to circumvent the campaign finance system.”
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Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 
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