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Upcoming Events
Monday, May 14, 2018 
Donation Pickup for The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Street Festival

Sunday, May 20, 2018 
New York City Ballet Event: All Robbins/Bernstein Collaborations

Monday, May 21, 2018 
Donation Pickup for The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Street Festival

Saturday, June 2, 2018 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Street Fair

Sunday, June 10, 2018 
Book talk & signing for 'The Gargoyle Hunters' by John Freeman Gill, followed by a reception

In this Issue
President’s Letter Spring 2018
Spring is in the air, and the Association is hard at work. The tulips will spring up, the trees will be green
again, summer plantings will be done on Park Avenue, clean up and mulching for the tree beds are all
planned. It takes a lot of work to keep Murray Hill green and clean.

The Street Festival Committee is putting everything together for the June 2 festival. I sincerely hope
you will all join us for this special neighborhood day. Buy a book, have a cookie or cake, have your
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picture taken with a Murray Hill neighbor of yore, take a walking tour,
bid on a silent auction item, or just sit back and enjoy some
entertainment. Don’t miss the chance to support your neighborhood.
I look forward to seeing you at the Street Festival on June 2, 2018.
Let’s have some fun!

You can read more about the work of the committees in the full
article.

Each year I ask you to get involved and volunteer. Through
volunteering you can make a powerful difference. Choose

something you would like to do. Join us as a trustee or join any of the committees. 

As always, we continue to support the mission of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association to
continue to make Murray Hill a highly desirable place to live, work and visit. 

Read More

News from Manhattan East Community Association
Updates on projects in the Manhattan East community: JDS
Development Group’s two-building project, located at 625 First
Avenue, 685 First Avenue, East River Esplanade, Waterside pier
and View 34 (formerly Rivergate) open space located on First
Avenue, between 34th and 35th Street. 

 

Photo: 625 First Avenue in the background
 

Read More

Celebrate Murray Hill at the Street Festival on June 2!
This year, The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Street Festival
will take place on Saturday, June 2, from 11am to 6pm, on the west
side of Park Avenue between 34th and 40th Streets. Live
entertainment begins at noon and continues until the fair closes. Our
street festivals have always been exceptional occasions for fun,
meeting your neighbors and local businesses, learning about Murray
Hill, shopping, eating and enjoying the fantastic entertainment and
activities.

You can volunteer to help us at the street festival by calling 212-886-
5867 or email info@murrayhillnyc.org. You can also donate baked items to the bake table, books and
flea market items. Book and flea market donation pickups will take place on May 14 and May 21
starting at 7pm. Register online for pickup: May 14 pickup, May 21 pickup.

We are also seeking Street Festival Sponsors and donors to the Silent Auction and Raffle.

Guidelines for Book Donations 
Guidelines for Flea Market Donations 
Street Festival Vendor Form 
Silent Auction Form 
Street Festival Sponsor Letter 
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SAVE THE DATE!

Sunday, May 20 
New York City Ballet Event 

All Robbins/Bernstein Collaborations 
Fancy Free, Dybbuk, West Side Story Suite

Purchase Tickets Online 
 

Street Festival Flier 
 

Read More

Save the Date!

 

New buildings in the neighborhood
The area around East 39th Street and Third Avenue is sporting
several new buildings, buildings that have recently been completed
or are nearing completion: House39, Frontier, a rental building
which has The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Lesotho at
street level and The Lindley.

 

 

 

Read More

Public Construction Projects in Murray Hill
Updates on the ongoing public construction projects in Murray Hill:
Pershing Square West, the Queens Midtown Tunnel, the Park
Avenue Tunnel, and the East Side Access project.

Photo: Pershing Square West construction

 

 

 

Read More
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Public Realm Improvement Governing Group Votes on Projects for
Midtown East

The newly formed Public Realm Improvement Governing Group met
on February 15 to prioritize those projects from the Midtown East’s
Public Realm Improvement Fund that can now be started with seed
money from the City as well as money from developers who have
new options for building taller buildings in the rezoned areas of
Midtown East. 

The group voted to start the following projects: security bollards for
the shared street – 43rd Street between Lexington and Third
Avenue, a plaza at Pershing Square East, the shared street at

Vanderbilt Avenue, and thoroughfare improvements on a few blocks of Lexington Avenue between 41st
to 43rd Street (curb extensions and turn bays are planned).  

Read More

The Mayor's Initiative to Reduce Congestion 2018
The Mayor's 6-month pilot inititiative to reduce congestion was launched in March 2018.

For Murray Hill, the primary impact will be additional traffic police to enforce "don't block the box" rules
and "Clear Lanes" rules on 36th and 37th Streets, where a continuous curbside moving lane will be
created during weekday peak hours (7am –7pm). Turning lanes will also be created. 

Read More

Parking Meter Changes in Murray Hill
In December 2017, some changes to parking meter times went into
effect on several streets in Murray Hill. Additional hours of paid
parking are now required on Park and Lexington Avenues from 35th
to 39th Street and on the side streets. On the Avenues, you will now
have to pay the meter for additional evening hours on weekdays and
during the day on Saturdays. In addition, paid parking is now
required on the side streets on Saturdays. Sundays are still free.

The Department of Transportation has not responded to requests for
information about this change. Neither did the DOT notify

Community Board 6 about the change. 

Read More

Hotel Chandler on 31st Street to Become a Homeless Shelter for
Adult Families
On Monday, November 27, there was a public meeting billed as an "informational conversation" about
the conversion of the Hotel Chandler at 12 East 31st Street to a high quality homeless shelter for adult
families called the Harmonia. 

The conversion to a homeless shelter took place in early January, and several families have moved in.
The facility is expected to accommodate 170 adult families (approximately 340 people), some of whom
may be people with disabilities as well as seniors. The facility will provide services for the residents of
the shelter, including placement in permanent housing, employment training and counseling and health
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services. There will be security officers located at the building
entrance. Community Coordinators will conduct walks on 31st Street
between 5th and Madison and will have a 24-hour hotline. Security
will be coordinated with the NYPD. 

Read More

Requests to Rezone East 33rd Street
Between 1st and 2nd Avenue and to Make it
a 2-way Street
Community Board 6's Land Use and Waterfront Committee held a
public hearing on February 26 regarding a request to rezone a
portion of East 33rd Street between 1st & 2nd Avenue. This request
seeks a change in the zoning regulations, in order to designate the
area as a Mandatory Inclusionary Housing area and to rezone it
from R8A TO C1-9A. If this request is granted, it would facilitate the
creation of a mixed-use building at 339-345 East 33rd Street which
could then be used for both commercial and residential
purposes. The committee passed a resolution at the Full Board
meeting on March 14 objecting to the rezoning unless 40% of the

residential square footage is designated for permanent affordable housing.

CB6 tells us that the NYC Department of Transportation has approved the conversion of 33rd Street to
a 2-way street between 1st and 2nd Avenue. The conversion might be started as soon as this summer

Read More

New MTA subway entrance at Lexington Avenue and 42nd Street
(SE corner)

The new subway entrance on the southeast corner of Lexington and
42nd Street has a tunnel that takes you to the subway plaza on the
west side of the street under the Chanin Building. This new entrance
is welcome, while the entrance under the Grand Hyatt at the
northwest corner of Lexington Avenue and 42nd Street is closed for
construction, as well as  during the times when the Chanin Building
subway entrance is not open evenings and weekends.

 

 

 

 

The New York Public Library’s Master Plan for the 42nd Street
Branch
On November 20, 2017, the New York Public Library unveiled its Master Plan for the 42nd Street
Branch (Stephen A. Schwarzman Building), which was approved by the Library Trustees. The plan
includes creating more public spaces for research, exhibitions and educational programs, as well as a
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new entrance on 40th Street, new bathrooms, a café, an expanded
gift shop and a new Center for Research and Learning for high
school and college students. However, the Master Plan had no
specific plan for the central stacks. 

Photo: Rendering of one of the new educational spaces for students

Read More

Help Us Crowd-Source This Map of NYU
Langone Facilities in Murray Hill
Impressed by NYU Langone’s high profile in our neighborhood—
which among other things suggests that no Murray Hill resident will
ever want for a doctor—we asked its press office if it could help us
confirm a list of Langone-related addresses culled from web-surfing
and just walking around. 

Here’s what we have. And in keeping with the age we live in, we
want your help in crowd-sourcing the locations of any and all offices,
clinics, hospitals and other outposts associated with this esteemed
institution’s good name.

Please send your corrections and additions to: Baldwindebby@gmail.com. 

List of NYU Langone facilities in Murray Hill.

Map guide: The NYU Langone facilities are indicated on the map with red and blue markers.

Read More

Meet Your Neighborhood Walking Tour Guides
Every last Sunday of the month, starting March 25, you can become
better acquainted with local history, sites and stories in a 90-minute
walk compliments of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s
Preservation & Design Committee. Four expert guides conduct
these tours.

Photo: Left to right, Robin Garr, Barbara Sagan, Paula Thomson,
statue of Jan Karski, the Polish Underground hero in front of the
Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in New York

 

Read More

Walking Tour of 15 Landmarked Buildings Attracts Many to
Historic Murray Hill!
Some 70 residents from Murray Hill and beyond walked the tree-lined streets of our
neighborhood viewing 15 landmarked buildings on a beautiful warm Saturday afternoon this past
October 14.

Tour proceeds will be used to continue the MHNA’s participation in the Cultural Medallion Program.
This initiative is being led by the Preservation & Design Committee. Through this program, informative
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medallions are installed on buildings to commemorate the
residences of distinguished New Yorkers who made their mark in the
arts, politics, business, education and other fields. These medallions
are a reminder that history is not only bricks and mortar, but is also
about the accomplished people who resided under these roofs. 

Read More

Kudos to the Preservation & Design
Committee!
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Preservation & Design

Committee was nominated for Outstanding Achievement in Support of NYC Preservation by the Guides
Association of New York. The GANYC Apple Awards Ceremony took place on March 12 at the SVA
Theater. 

 

Tom Miller talks about Murray Hill’s fascinating eccentrics from the
past

There was an impressive turnout on February 25th for the third
annual Tom Miller lecture on the architectural and social history of
Murray Hill. The theme of this year's lecture was "Murray Hill
Eccentrics and Other Interesting Stories." Tom’s talk gave his
audience a vivid sense of some of the fascinating characters who
have lived in our neighborhood over the years. In his lecture, Tom
told tales of captains of industry, check-bouncing princesses, gold-
rush millionaires, suffragettes, war heroes and cads. 

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Preservation & Design
Committee gratefully thanks the Center for Applied Judaism, which hosted and co-sponsored our
event, and D'Agostino, which provided the refreshments.

Read More

Preserving Our Neighborhood
Thanks to the creation of the Landmark Preservation Commission in
1965, thousands of buildings in New York City have been granted
landmark or historic district status, saving them from demolition. The
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Preservation & Design
Committee is committed to preserving and protecting the historic
residential character of our neighborhood, and takes great pride in
its work.

As you walk around and enjoy the brownstones, stately mansions,
stables and historic buildings in our neighborhood, we hope that you

appreciate the efforts of the Preservation & Design Committee to safeguard our historical, cultural and
architectural heritage. 

Read More

I’m your new tree!
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The newest additions to our Murray Hill Tree Community are two
new plantings by the NYC Parks Department. They are located on
the west side of Park Ave between 34th and 35th Streets at 16 Park
Avenue.

If you want to adopt one of these new trees - or any tree in Murray
Hill - please contact Tom Horan for details, email
horan.tc@gmail.com. 

 

 

Murray Hill Businesses Meet for Panel Discussion 'Entrepreneurs
Growing with Murray Hill'

On December 7th, Murray Hill businesses gathered at Villa Berulia
restaurant on 34th Street for a panel discussion and networking
event. This event was organized by The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association Business Committee, co-chaired by Lilli Seidman Davis
and Michael-Ann Rowe. The mission of the Business Committee is
to help Murray Hill businesses thrive.

The panel topic was “Entrepreneurs Growing with Murray Hill” and
featured business members Una Baker, Design Consultant, Ash
Fox, Ash Fox Photography, Daniel Koffler, Co-Founder and

President, Explore + Discover Early Learning Center, and Dave Schefano, Egads AV & Computer
Rental. The Moderator was Michael-Ann Rowe, Food & Travel Journalist. Ivan "Johnny" Ivanac and his
daughter Alexandra of Villa Berulia restaurant also spoke.

The event ended with a raffle of New York State craft distilled spirits, donated by Heather Dolland of All
the Tastes of New York. 

Read More

Arts, Culture & Leisure
Murray Hill has many world class cultural and educational
institutions offering exhibits, concerts, talks, films, and activities for
adults, children and families. 

Read about spring and summer activities at The Morgan Library,
The New York Public Library, City University of New York Graduate
Center, the American-Scandinavian Foundation / Scandinavia
House, and Bryant Park.

 

Read More

Gallery35 closes their season with Form & Formless
Gallery35 at Community will close their season with Form & Formless, an exhibit that contrasts abstract
and representational works. The exhibit runs from May 5-June 9, with artist receptions on May 12th and
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June 9th. The exhibit can be seen at the receptions, with private
viewings available upon request, email gallery35ny@gmail.com.

Photo caption: Detail of Coyotes Call by Virginia Asman

 

 

Read More

2017 A Great Year for the Murray Hill Malls
on Park Avenue!

In 2017, we experimented with new plantings and are ready to go
into 2018 with a more sustainable landscape plan. On the perimeter
of each bed, new decorative grasses have been planted that will
hold water so that less watering will be necessary. These grasses
are perennial and will return each year. At the back of each of the
beds, perennial Stella d’Oro and Stella Rubia Lilies have been
planted. These lilies are bulbous and store water in their bulbs so
that less water is needed to maintain them. In the center of each
bed, our seasonal annuals - spring tulips, summer begonias and
seasonal chrysanthemums - will be installed. 

The generosity of all who supported us in 2017 is amazing and appreciated. Next year, we hope to
have even more people and organizations participating with us. 

Read More

Our warmest welcome to new members!
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is very pleased to welcome new members -- individuals,
couples and businesses. 

Read More

Changes to the MHNA Discount Program
See the full listing of all of the changes to The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association's Discount
Program.

Read More

The Churchill School and Center Joins the MHNA
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association welcomes The Churchill
School and Center as a new Business Member (Large Business).
The Churchill School is located at 301 East 29th Street, New York,
NY 10016. They can be contacted by e-mail at admissions@
churchillschoolnyc.org, or by telephone at 212-722-0610. Their
website is www.churchillschoolnyc.org.

The Churchill School and Center, a K-12 coeducational college
preparatory day school in New York City, is dedicated to working
collaboratively with students, educators, and families to help children

with language-based learning disabilities realize their full potential. 
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Read More

The MHNA welcomes Explore + Discover Early Learning Center
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is very pleased to
welcome Explore + Discover Early Learning Center, which has
recently upgraded to Large Business Member.

It is located at 444 2nd Avenue near 26th Street. The telephone
number is 212-867-3386, email is info@explorediscover.net, and its
website is www. explorediscover.net. 

Explore + Discover is an early learning and child care center for
children 3 months to 3 years old. E+D is dedicated to helping
children grow socially, physically and cognitively through nurturing

care, an arts-oriented curriculum and a professional staff.  

Read More

The Goddard School for Early Childhood Development, a New
MHNA Member!

The Goddard School for Early Childhood Development, a new
MHNA Business Member (Large Business), recently opened at 751
2nd Avenue (between 40th and 41st Street). You can contact them
by telephone at 646-809-3555 or email Manhattan3NY@
goddardschools.com. Their website is www.goddardschool.com. 

The Goddard School will give your preschool child the opportunity to
develop into a joyful, confident learner who is prepared for success
in school and in life. All programs are customized to your child's

interests, needs and age. Highly trained teachers foster the cognitive and social development of each
child by lovingly guiding the class through play-based activities.

Read More

Moving on
Eliot Kaplan has resigned as a Trustee of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We thank him for
his advice and work on MHNA legal matters and wish him well. 

 

The Holiday Party & Tree Lighting!
The holiday party and tree lighting on the Park Avenue Malls on

December 3rd started with carolers and Santa outside, and then
went inside to the Park Avenue Tavern’s Barrel Room. 
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A Good Time Was Had by All at the Valentine Party!
Amid dozens of red, heart shaped balloons, Murray Hill
Neighborhood Association members and their guests celebrated
Valentine’s Day, aka Love Your Neighborhood, at Vago Restaurant
on February 11th, three days early. 

 

 

 

Read More

In Memoriam: Araxe Cherishian (1930-2017)
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association notes with sadness the
passing of Araxe Cherishian, a long time Murray Hill resident and
MHNA member.

From 1987-89, ‘Roxy’ was a trustee of the Murray Hill Committee,
precursor to The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association, as well as
 a 17th Precinct NYPD community liaison. Roxy was also a tireless
volunteer for the Friends of St. Vartan Park and for St. Vartan
Armenian Cathedral on Second Avenue, where she was a member
of the St. Vartan Guild.

She always made neighborhood merchants feel welcome. Shadin Hossain, owner of Galleria on Third,
said “Aunty Roxy was like my mother. Soon after I opened my store, nearly 20 years ago, she began
stopping in almost daily to see how I was doing. She’d advise me, encourage my art, we would have a
meal together and do things for each other.”

Others agree that she was “an asset to the community.” She will be missed. 

 

Lord & Taylor’s flagship store on 5th Avenue sold to WeWork
In October 2017 Lord & Taylor’s landmarked flagship store at 450
5th Avenue was sold to WeWork, a New York based company that
has 303 buildings in 62 cities around the world. Lord & Taylor
originally opened in New York City in 1826 and became part of
Hudson’s Bay Company, a Canadian corporation which also owns
Saks Fifth Avenue, in 2008.

Lord & Taylor will keep the entire building through the 2018 holiday
season, after which the building will be converted to WeWork’s
global headquarters. L&T will lease the lower floors as a smaller
version of its store.

Photo: Lord & Taylor holiday window 2017 

Read More

Book Review: The Gargoyle Hunters, by John Freeman Gill
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The Gargoyle Hunters, by John Freeman Gill is a coming of age
novel about a teenage boy that paints a vivid picture of Manhattan in
the mid-1970s.

The boy’s estranged and unconventional father takes him on several
adventurous and somewhat larcenous excursions to historic
buildings and monuments. These structures and their sculptural
details are important “characters” that appear throughout the story. 

This was a time of urban renewal in New York City, when entire
neighborhoods were demolished to make way for developments like

Stuyvesant Town, the Kips Bay projects, the modern office buildings in midtown and The World Trade
Center. It was also the time of the New York City fiscal crisis, when public and private structures were
crumbling into disrepair. The themes of destruction, preservation and creation play a large part in the
narrative.

Murray Hill residents may note the references to Murray Hill and Kips Bay, including a theatrical group
with the pseudonym “The Amateur Thespians Society” and the Gorham Silver Company’s showroom at
390 Fifth Avenue (36th Street).

Read More

New Book by Polly Guerin, 'The Dynamics of Color'
The Dynamics of Color is a compilation of practical information
about the psychological aspects of colors and their effects on
personality, lifestyle, food, art, culture and fashion. It can be
purchased on amazon.com. The author, Polly Guerin, is a MHNA
member and Murray Hill resident. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discover the Labyrinth and Healing Parks
Walking through a labyrinth can be a wonderful way to unwind,
recharge and seek answers to your innermost questions. There are
labyrinths in the heart of New York City where you can escape the
cacophony of the city and relax, refresh, contemplate or meditate. 

There are many labyrinths available to us here in New York City.

Marble Collegiate Church, www.marblechurch.org, has a
permanent labyrinth in the basement of the church. It is based on
the medieval labyrinth in Chartres Cathedral, near Paris, France.

Located at 1 West 29 Street at 5th Avenue, the labyrinth is open to the public for walking the first

https://maps.google.com/?q=390+Fifth+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11018&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://www.amazon.com//ref=as_sl_pd_tf_lc?&tag=murrahillneig-20
http://www.marblechurch.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=1+West+29+Street&entry=gmail&source=g


Sunday of each month from 1 to 3 pm, and every Wednesday from 5 to 6 pm. Telephone before
visiting: 212-686-2770.

Photo: The labyrinth at Marble Collegiate Church

Read More

Support our Generous Advertisers!
Please support our Murray Hill businesses and nonprofits  

and help preserve our neighborhood character!
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Thank you for your support! 

 

 
 
 
 



Post Office Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897 | 212-886-5867 | info@murrayhillnyc.org 

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

     

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram or @MHNANYC on Facebook. 
And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

You are receiving this email as a member of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. To be removed
from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with "Remove" in the subject.
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