
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

If you are having difficulty reading this link, you can view this eblast in your browser: 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News
section, look for the article Weekly Eblasts 2018.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

Changes
Bella Napoli, 130 Madison Avenue (between 30th & 31st Street), 212-683-4510, 10% discount
every time you dine in, order takeout or order online - use promotion code Murray.

Zuma, 261 Madison Avenue (between 38th and 39th Street), 212-544-9862, 10% discount for
lunch (must book in advance), please mention your MHNA membership when booking.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government
resources, substance abuse programs, heat season rules, contact information for local elected
officials, and more.

Information that may be of interest...April 9, 2018

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.bellanapoli.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=130+Madison+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=261+Madison+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/resources/select_resources.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Resources&subsection=sidebar


Murray Hill Photo Album

Upcoming events
Saturday, April 14   3pm 
Mozart for Munchkins
Come and join the amazing Caleigh Drane who will serenade you and your little ones with music
from Bach to the Beatles! Mozart for Munchkins creates a relaxed, fun atmosphere in which
families can experience and enjoy music! Children of all ages are welcome to roll, crawl, squeal,
and dance to their hearts’ content, while parents, grandparents, and caregivers can sit back and
unwind. MHNA members get a 10% discount, use code MFM4MHNA.  
Direct link to purchase tickets: https://mozartformunchkins.ticketbud.com/mozart-for-munchkins-
presents-caleigh-drane-or via their website: www.mozartformunchkins.com  
at the New York New Church  
114 East 35th Street

Sunday, April 15    4pm 
Blessing of the Animals Service at Community Church of
New York
Bring your fish, your cat, your dog, even your hamster to this service that honors our animal
friends and family members with a joyful blessing of gratitude! The Blessing of the Animals is a
family friendly service led by the church’s ministerial staff and Director of Music. Donations from
the service offering will go to the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(ASPCA) which was founded in April 1866 by Henry Bergh, a Unitarian. For more information
please contact Jamie Boyce, Student Minister, jboyce@ccny.org or call 212-683-4988, ext. 117.
Flier.  
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at The Community Church of New York Unitarian Universalist 
40 East 35th Street

Monday, April 16    6:30pm 
Panel discussion: Preserving Net Neutrality
New York Public Library President Tony Marx convenes a panel of experts to help shed light on
the repeal of net neutrality. Where do things stand, and where do we go from here?  
Last December, after the FCC voted 3–2 to repeal net neutrality, the presidents of the three New
York library systems warned in an open letter that "without the current protections, the already
yawning digital divide will be widened...For the FCC to place internet access—something that in
today’s world is a necessity, not a luxury—even further out of reach is appalling." As Washington
and other states work to pass laws upholding net neutrality, governors sign executive actions
aiming to do the same, and attorneys general and private companies set out to sue the FCC,
there are more questions than answers about the fate of the repeal. What can individual citizens
do to protect their digital rights?  
FREE Register online.  
at the The New York Public Library,  
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building  
Celeste Auditorium  
42nd Street & 5th Avenue

April 18    10am 

City Council Public Hearing on School Planning & Siting
The City Council released a new report this past month outlining various strategies to help
improve school planning and siting, and reduce overcrowding.  
[The City Council's] Education, Land Use and Finance Committees will be addressing the issues
highlighted within the report and considering potential legislation stemming from its findings in a
joint public hearing scheduled for April 18th.   
Full report  
at Council Chambers - City Hall

Thursday, April 19    10am to 1pm
Employment Fair for Older Adults sponsored by Senator Liz
Krueger
Senator Krueger’s Inaugural Employment Fair for older adults will connect fair goers to employers
and resources to support the job search process. RSVP at https://tinyurl.com/senior-employment
or call 212-490-9535  
at Lenox Hill Neighborhood House  
331 East 70th Street  

This was shared by Anoop Punjabi

Demolition Permits Filed For 499-501 Third Avenue, Kips
Bay, Manhattan
March 27, 2018, newyorkyimby.com, by Andrew Nelson 
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Demolition permits have now been filed for two
buildings, at 499 Third Avenue and 501 Third
Avenue. Xin Xu of China Overseas Land &
Investments Co filed the documents...Extell
purchased the two buildings in December 2015 for a
combined $16 million. The building was sold in
November 2017 for $75 million according to the
Real Deal, working out to $550 per buildable square
foot, with a total 135,000 square feet possible.  
Permits have not yet been filed for the new building,
and an estimated completion date has not been
announced. 

Senator Liz Krueger shared this with us

New Medicare Cards
If you have Medicare, make sure that your mailing address is up to date with the Social Security
Administration. New Medicare cards will be mailed starting in April 2018. You can update or verify
your address by visiting your online Social Security account: https://www.ssa.gov/myaccount,
calling Social Security at 1-800-772-1213. TTY users can call 1-800-325-0778, or contacting your
local Social Security office.

Senator Liz Krueger shared this with us

Affordable housing lotteries

524 East 14th Street is now accepting applications for 50 affordable studio, 1- and 2-
bedroom apartments newly constructed at 524 East 14th Street in the East Village neighborhood
in Manhattan. Applications are due April 11. Rents for these apartments range from $1,114 to
2,733 depending on income and unit size. To be eligible, applicants must have incomes between
$40,080 and $124,020 depending on unit and family size. Asset limits also apply. Preference will
be given to mobility-impaired persons for 5% of units and visual- and/or hearing-impaired persons
for 2% of units. A full description of the building and application process is available at  
https://a806-housingconnect.nyc.gov/nyclottery/AdvertisementPdf/446.pdf.

606 West 57th Street Apartments is now accepting applications for 258
affordable studio, 1- 2- and 3-bedroom apartments newly constructed at 606 West 57th Street in
the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood in Manhattan. Applications must be submitted online or
postmarked by April 10, 2018. Applicants who submit more than one application may be
disqualified. Rents for these apartments range from $613 to $2,902 depending on income and
unit size. To be eligible, applicants must have incomes between $22,903 and $132,840
depending on unit and family size. Asset limits also apply. Preference will be given to Community
Board 4 residents for 50% of units, mobility-impaired persons for 5% of units, visual- and/or
hearing-impaired persons for 2% of units, and City of New York municipal employees for 5% of
units. A full description of the building and application process is available at  
https://a806-housingconnect.nyc.gov/nyclottery/AdvertisementPdf/444.pdf.  
Households may elect to submit an application by one of two methods: EITHER online OR by
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mail. To submit your application online now, please visit NYC Housing Connect at
www.nyc.gov/housingconnect and select “Apply for Housing.” To request an application by mail,
mail a self-addressed envelope to: 606 West 57th Street Apartments, PO BOX 1543, New York,
NY 10159  

Council Member Keith Powers wants to know your priorities
Keith Powers issued a survey looking for feedback on what you think he should prioritize over the
next four years. In the coming weeks he'll share results and outline the work ahead. Take the
survey: http://bit.ly/PowersSurvey 

Community Board 6 shared this with us

Car Free Earth Day Returns to Midtown - April 21  9am-3pm
Car Free Earth Day is an annual car-free event, which will be held this year the day before Earth
Day. The event opens thirty blocks of Broadway from Times Square to Union Square for people to
explore on foot. Environmental programming is offered by City agencies and nonprofit
organizations along the route to promote activism and education surrounding climate change,
sustainability, and other relevant topics.   

Programming is presented at five rest stops: 
Times Square (42nd Street and Broadway),  
Herald Square (34th Street and Broadway),  
Garment (39th Street and Broadway),  
Flatiron (23rd Street and Broadway),  
Union Square (17th Street and Broadway).  

Community Board 6 shared this with us

Commercial Lease Assistance Program
The Department of Small Business Services (SBS) launched the Commercial Lease Assistance
Program, a new effort to aid commercial tenants with free legal services.  
[Editor's note: New York City Council Member Carlina Rivera co-sponsored legislation the "Small
Business Jobs Survival Act" which would finally establish a system for fair negotiations in the
commercial lease renewal process.]  

Senator Liz Krueger shared this with us

Students in grades 2-12 can register for Summer in the City
School Program
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The registration period for this year’s Summer in the City (SITC) – which provides free, full-day
summer programming for students in grades 2-12 – is now open. In its third year, SITC provides
more than 30,000 enrichment seats across the city, offering exciting, hands-on reading, math, and
STEM programs; internship opportunities; SAT prep; and visits to cultural sites across the City.
SITC will run from July 5 to August 9, 2018 at more than 300 sites across the City, and families
can enroll through April 27, 2018. To learn more about SITC and its Summer Academy and
mandated summer school programs, visit schools.nyc.gov/Summer. You can also subscribe to
email updates by visiting schools.nyc.gov/subscribe.

Community Board 6 shared this with us

NYC Votes is seeking volunteers for April 20 and April 21
NYC Votes, the voter engagement arm of the New York City Campaign Finance Board, will be
hosting nonpartisan Get Out the Vote phone banking events for the Special Election for
Assembly District 74 on Friday, April 20th and Saturday, April 21st. If you are interested in
signing up, please contact Matthew George Pitt at mpitt@nyccfb.info or Sean O’Leary at
soleary@nyccfb.info.   
[Editor's note: The special election will be held on April 24 to fill the seat vacated by Brian
Kavanagh. The 74th Assembly District is East of 2nd Avenue in Murray Hill. New York City Board
of Elections Website for full schedule.  

News

NYC Ferry Spring 2018 Schedule
On Monday, April 2nd, the NYC Ferry spring schedule went into effect. There are new schedules
for all of the routes: East River, Astoria, South Brooklyn, Rockaway, and Rockaway East/West. 

New law to ensure domestic abusers are required to
surrender all firearms, not just handguns
From Governor Andrew Cuomo's email of April 4  
Governor Cuomo signed into law a bill that will remove firearms from those who commit any
domestic violence crimes.  
The link between domestic violence and gun violence is clear. Research shows when a domestic
abuser has access to a gun, the homicide risk goes up 5 times. Removing guns from domestic
abusers is a common-sense measure that will save lives...  
[New York State's] gun laws are already the strongest in the nation, and with this legislation, we
are going even further and will continue to lead the fight to end gun violence. 

The Empire State Building now has a flashy nightly light
show
March 14 2018, timeout.com, by Will Gleason  
[T]he Empire State Building...will now be putting on a sparkling light show on the hour, every hour,

http://schools.nyc.gov/Summer
http://schools.nyc.gov/subscribe
mailto:mpitt@nyccfb.info
mailto:soleary@nyccfb.info
http://vote.nyc.ny.us/downloads/pdf/documents/boe/DatesToRemember/2018/2018SpecialElectionCalendar.pdf
https://www.ferry.nyc/blog/nyc-ferry-spring-2018-schedule-change-effective-monday-april-2nd-2018
https://www.timeout.com/newyork/news/the-empire-state-building-now-has-a-flashy-nightly-light-show-031418
http://timeout.com/


between sunset and 2am...The sassy skyscraper sparkle parties will last for five minutes and
showcase the building’s advanced LED light system, that was completely overhauled in
2012...You can share your photos and videos of the new flashy light show on social media using
the hashtag #ESBsparkle.  
[Editor's note: and also tag your photos @murrayhillnyc on Instagram and @MHNANYC on
Facebook.] 

Medical Marijuana Dispensary To Open On Manhattan's 5th
Avenue
The Midtown Manhattan dispensary will offer the "premium cannabis shopping experience."  
April 4, 2018, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
MIDTOWN MANHATTAN, NY — A California-based medical marijuana dispensary is setting up
shop in Midtown Manhattan. MedMen, a marijuana retailer likened to the "The Apple Store of
Weed," will open a 10,000-square-foot dispensary on Fifth Avenue this month, a company
spokeswoman confirmed. The store will be located at 433 Fifth Ave., located between...38th and
39th streets, and will open on the stoner holiday April 20.  
The dispensary will become one of only three medical marijuana dispensaries legally allowed to
operate in Manhattan, according to a MedMen press release. All customers must have a medical
marijuana card valid in New York state in order to shop at the dispensary.  

Would-Be Burglar Tries To Break Into Murray Hill Home
Footage shows the man trying to pry open the doors of a home in Murray Hill using a tool. 
March 28, 2018, patch.com, by Ciara McCarthy 

DOT launches pilot program to give cyclists a head start at
intersections
March 27, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Dan Rivoli  
Cyclists will get an early jump at the red light across 50 intersections, without the risk of a ticket.  
The city Department of Transportation added signs at busy intersections that let cyclists know
they can ride across the street with the pedestrian walk light...The intersections where cyclists will
get that same head start as pedestrians covers major thoroughfares in Manhattan, Queens and
Brooklyn. These include corridors such as Second Ave. from E. 20th to E. 53rd St. in Manhattan.
DOT press release  

Update on the Landmark Preservation Commission's
proposal to amend their rules
The deadline has been extended for 6 weeks until May 8, 2018 for submitting comments on
the LPC's proposal to amend their rules. We urge lovers of Historic Murray Hill to send written

https://patch.com/new-york/midtown-nyc/medical-marijuana-dispensary-open-manhattans-5th-avenue
http://patch.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=433+Fifth+Ave&entry=gmail&source=g
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/watch-would-be-burglar-tries-break-murray-hill-home
http://patch.com/
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/dot-launches-program-giving-cyclists-head-start-intersections-article-1.3899054
http://nydailynews.com/
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2018/pr18-018.shtml


comments to the LPC in support of strong rules for historic preservation. Read more below to be
more fully informed about this issue. 

The Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) held a public hearing on proposed new rules and
amendments on March 27, 2018. The proposed rule changes are intended to streamline the
process for approving everyday work on designated properties, and make the regulatory process
more efficient and transparent for applicants, neighbors and the public.

Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted by: 

Mail written comments to LPC, Municipal Building, One Centre Street, 9th Floor North, New
York, NY 10007.
Email written comments to LPC at nycrules@lpc.nyc.gov.  
Fax written comments to LPC at 212-669-7797.  
You can submit comments to LPC through the NYC Rules website at
www.nyc.gov/nycrules.  

Proposed rules changes: http://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/applications/proposed-rules.page

Analysis of the changes: The Historic District Council has expressed concerns about some of
these changes. HDC's analysis of the changes: http://hdc.org/featured/hdcs-comprehensive-
analysis-of-lpc-rules  

Summary of HDC's concerns:

The HDC finds the relatively lax approach to replacement materials to be problematic.  
The LPC should set a high standard that additions are the exception, not the rule, and
encourages public faith in the security of historic buildings – that what a property owner
purchases is what they get. Unfortunately, many of the proposed rules loosen oversight over
historic properties in allowing more visible change to happen without public review.  
The HDC is very concerned about a drifting standard of regulation being inserted into the
proposed rules, which actually diminishes the agency’s authority to oversee those rare
properties it does regulate.  
One of the few sweeping powers of the Landmarks Preservation Commission is its authority
as the local lead agency for archaeological matters. The HDC would like the rules to
strengthen this authority.  
Regarding Certificates of Appropriateness... the permits should expire after 6 years, at
which point they should be required to go for a public hearing for a renewal.  
The HDC would strongly encourage the LPC’s continued efforts to increase transparency by
making permit applications available for review by the public...recommend that the LPC
investigate the possibility of incorporating some level of public review into staff-level permits.

Read more at the HDC's Website: hdc.org

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer requested more time for the stakeholders to review
the proposed changes. Read MBP Brewer's letter to the LPC. Read the LPC response.

Council Members Keith Powers and Carlina Rivera support strong community input for the
landmark review process, and they sent a letter to the LPC. 

Affordability & homelessness
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New York City Council Speaker Corey Johnson shared this in his email of April 5, 2018 

New York City Council votes to renew rent regulation
Rent regulation is the most critical tool we have for maintaining affordable housing in New York
City.  
That's why, with our city in the midst of a severe affordable housing crisis, the Council voted on
legislation this past month enabling the State Legislature to renew these vital protections.  
But simply renewing the laws in their current form isn't enough.  
Throughout this year, and until the State takes up rent regulation in June 2019, we will be urging
our state legislators to repeal laws that are making housing unaffordable, and to close the
loopholes that allow landlords to take apartments out of the system when they become vacant.  
We will also be continuing our work on legislation that protects tenants and helps to increase
opportunities to access affordable housing.  
[Editor's note: New York City Council Members Keith Powers and Carlina Rivera supported this
legislation]

This was shared with us in the Community Board 6 newsletter 
Census Bureau: Huge Jump in Number of Vacant Units in
NYC
Although the full report of the 2017 NYC Housing and Vacancy Survey, a survey done by the
Census Bureau every three years, will be released on June 14th, the Census Bureau has
released some initial findings. New York City saw a huge jump in the number of vacant units not
available for sale or rent, from 182,600 in 2014 up to 248,000 in 2017. The median asking rent
jumped 33.9% from 2014 to 2017. To see the full graphic and for more information, click here.  

(Opinion) Expert Points to Disconnect Between De Blasio
Housing and Homelessness Plans
March 22, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Gabriel Slaughter and Ben Max  
The city’s homelessness crisis has been a major challenge for Mayor Bill de Blasio since he took
office in 2014...Indeed, in de Blasio’s second major reboot of his approach to homelessness, his
Turning the Tide on Homelessness report issued in February 2017, the mayor announced a goal
of reducing homelessness to about 57,500 in five years...  
A leading policy advocate, Giselle Routhier of Coalition for the Homeless, recently outlined
several areas of concern with de Blasio’s policies...Routhier is the Coalition’s policy director and
author of its recent annual report, “The State of the Homeless,” which looks at “how the city and
state can tackle homelessness by bringing housing investment to scale.”...  
During the podcast appearance, Routhier gave de Blasio some credit, but stressed the urgency of
the situation and criticized the mayor for not going nearly far enough...although the plan was
bringing sorely needed improvements to the shelter system, it did not create enough permanent
housing...Routhier went further in her criticism for Governor Andrew Cuomo’s administration.
Cuomo...has not been effective at reducing the rising homeless population in the state...state
prisons are often discharging parolees who wind up going straight into the New York City shelter
system...Routhier said that if the city adopted the Coalition for the Homeless proposals, “we could
reduce the shelter census by 30%.”  

From NYN Media 

When Gentrification Is a Mental Health Issue
March 27, 2018, citylab.com, Marcia Robiou 
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Gentrification can be hazardous to your health, according to a team of New York City
researchers. Their recently published study finds that hospitalization rates for mental illness—
including schizophrenia and mood disorders—are two times as high in displaced people versus
those who remain in their neighborhood...  
The potential public health implications are significant: Nearly a million people are at risk of being
priced out of their homes in New York City alone...If displacement results in an increase in mental
health hospitalizations, as this study suggests, the cost to U.S. cities could be high...  
Mindy Fullilove, author of Root Shock: How Tearing Up City Neighborhoods Hurts America,
explains that people with fewer material resources tend to rely on existing social structures for
essential services that the more well-to-do pay for. One person may depend on a neighbor for
child or eldercare services, for example, or residents in one area may team up to form a
neighborhood watch. Being forced to move and to lose such safety nets can be a catastrophic
event.

State Budget

The State Budget According to Governor Cuomo

Takeaways from the final 2018-19 state budget
March 31 31, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Jon Lentz  
[Governor] Cuomo has been pushing back against federal policies that affect New York, most
notably the reduction to the state and local tax deduction in President Donald Trump’s sweeping
tax overhaul. New York is a high-tax state, and the changes are expected to increase the tax
burden of many state residents and even encourage some to move away.  
In response, Cuomo said the state budget would do several things to blunt the impact. First, it
creates two new state “charitable contribution funds” for health care and education...taxpayers
could divert some of what they owe to these state funds and claim a credit on their tax returns...  
Additionally...an “alternative employer compensation expense program”...gives employers the
option of implementing a payroll tax for employees that would be offset by a state tax credit for
workers...  
One of the biggest policy changes the governor had called for was a congestion pricing plan in
Manhattan...lawmakers did agree to a $2.75 surcharge on for-hire vehicles booked through apps
like Lyft and Uber. The fee will be assessed below 96th Street in Manhattan...and the funds would
go into an MTA “lock box” to help repair the city’s aging subway system. A $2.50 fee on yellow
cabs would also go into effect...  
The budget also fully funds the $836 million MTA Subway Action Plan...  
Early voting and bail reform...dropped out, as did the state Dream Act.

[Editor's note] State Senator Liz Krueger shared with us that the proposal to lift the FAR cap in
New York City was not included in the final budget. FAR is a zoning concept, "Floor Area Ratio,"
which determines the height and density of buildings. Opponents of this proposal are preservation
groups and city planners who think that zoning should be determined locally with community
input.

In New York Budget, a Fusillade Against de Blasio
March 31, 2018, nytimes.com, by Vivian Wang and Jesse McKinley  
Mr. Cuomo made it clear, again and again, that he intended to lay a heavy hand on matters
concerning New York City, and, by extension, on matters concerning his intraparty rival, Mayor Bill
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de Blasio.  
The examples came fast and furious. An aggressive plan to add oversight of New York City’s
mayor-controlled public school system. A quarter-billion-dollar package to rescue the city’s
deteriorating public housing authority, Nycha. A directive to force the city to pay $418 million for
emergency subway repairs, a measure Mr. de Blasio has resisted.  
The governor also asserted the state’s legal right to develop a chunk of Midtown Manhattan
surrounding Penn Station, depicting it as dangerous and vulnerable to terrorist attack...  
“So who wins? Straphangers, children in public housing, children in public schools and people
who drive with traffic, and the people who have been suffering in Rikers,” the governor said...  
Some city officials have rejected Mr. Cuomo’s call to pay for half the [subway] repairs, arguing
that 70 percent of the operating budget of the controlling agency, the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority, already comes from New York City payroll and other taxes. And Mr. de Blasio rarely
misses an opportunity to point out that the state, not the city, controls the subway system...  
On Friday night, the reaction to the governor’s plans to use state control to devise plans for the
Penn Station area, coveted by developers (including some who have been generous donors to
Mr. Cuomo’s campaigns), was swift and angry.  
“It is wrong for the governor to try to take over urban planning, traffic management and real estate
development in New York City,” said Richard Gottfried, the veteran Democratic assemblyman who
represents the area. “That’s what this bill is aimed at.”  
In the Senate, too, downstate Democrats expressed alarm at the budget’s perceived power grab
in the city. Senator Liz Krueger, a consistently liberal voice who represents a district on the East
Side of Manhattan, said during debate on the Senate floor that the bill signaled the death of home
rule.

Penn Station language would bolster state case for eminent
domain
March 31, 2018, politico.com, by Jimmy Vielkind  
ALBANY — A provision pushed into the state’s $168.3 billion budget would declare Penn Station
a threat to public safety and pave the way for a state authority to use eminent domain as it works
on redevelopment, Gov. Andrew Cuomo told POLITICO...  
Putting the language into New York state statute will back up the Empire State Development
Corp. as it negotiates with Madison Square Garden, whose theater the governor hopes to
relocate to create a new entrance to Penn Station.  
To seize property by eminent domain, New York law requires the authority to be acting in some
legitimate public purpose, like the removal of blight or a threat to public safety or, much more
controversially, to spur economic development. Normally an agency would need to make a
declaration of these findings after some type of study, a move that can be challenged according to
a set process...  
State Sen. Liz Krueger (D-Manhattan) also was wary of Cuomo’s plan.  
“It’s a power grab for eight blocks of New York City,” she said during a floor debate. “I don’t want
Singapore in the middle of Manhattan. And I certainly don’t want one person up here to be
deciding whether or not we’re going to have Singapore in the middle of Manhattan with no
community participation or process or local government role.”

Transportation & traffic

De Blasio considering cap on ride-sharing vehicles
March 30, 2018, nypost.com, by Danielle Furfaro and Rich Calder   
Mayor Bill de Blasio said Friday he is once again willing to consider a cap on for-hire vehicles
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such as Uber...  
When de Blasio first tried to go toe to toe with Uber, there were about 47,000 black cars on the
road. Now there are more than 100,000. The nasty battle over the issue in the summer of 2015
sputtered when de Blasio couldn’t get the City Council votes needed to push the cap through.
Councilman Steve Levin, who was the one who first sponsored the bill back then, reintroduced it
to the council earlier this year and is trying to garner votes.  
There also should be more regulation on the for-hire vehicles to get them more in line with the
safety and other rigmarole that cabbies have to go through, de Blasio said.  
“We are trying to create parity across all of this industry,” he said...  
De Blasio also said that since the city can no longer sell medallions because of the lack of
demand, it needs to take steps to protect the value of the more than 13,000 that are already out
there.

(Opinion) New Leadership Has Not Changed Uber
March 26, 2018, nytimes.com, by Steven Hill  
The recent killing of a pedestrian by a self-driving Uber vehicle is the source of the latest negative
headlines about this company. But there’s a much deeper problem. While the leadership has
changed — Dara Khosrowshahi replaced Uber’s co-founder Travis Kalanick as chief executive
last August after a series of scandals — the company itself has not evolved.  
The problem with Uber was never that the chief executive had created a thuggish “Game of
Thrones”-type culture, as Susan Fowler, an engineer, described it in a blog post. The problem
was, and still is, Uber’s business model: Its modus operandi is to subsidize fares and flood streets
with its cars to achieve a transportation monopoly. In city after city, this has led to huge increases
in traffic congestion, increased carbon emissions and the undermining of public transportation.  
Most customers who love Uber don’t realize that the company subsidizes the cost of many rides.
This is likely a major factor in Uber’s annual losses surging from 2.8 billion in 2016 to $4.5 billion
in 2017. This seemingly nonsensical approach is actually Uber’s effort to use its deep pockets to
mount a predatory price war and shut out the competition. That competition is not only taxis and
other ride-sharing companies, but public transportation. 

Privacy
From Fareed's Global Briefing, cnn.com, March 29, 2018 
Europe’s Got Your Back on Privacy
Noticed that your favorite social media sites and online retailers have suddenly started updating
their terms and personal data settings? It’s no coincidence, says Russell Brandom for The Verge.
Europe is getting tough over privacy – and it could transform the internet for everyone.  
A new rule, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), comes into effect in May and “sets a
higher bar for obtaining personal data than we’ve ever seen on the internet before. By default,
any time a company collects personal data on an EU citizen, it will need explicit and informed
consent from that person,” Brandom writes.  
“Second, the GDPR’s penalties are severe enough to get the entire industry’s attention. Maximum
fines per violation are set at 4 percent of a company’s global turnover (or $20 million, whichever is
larger).”  
“The rule could also create a divide between the European Union and the rest of the internet. So
far, most companies have aimed toward a single set of privacy rules for all users, which is why so
many US users are noticing new privacy features and terms of service. But in many cases, it’s still
easier to split off EU data, which could result in European users seeing a meaningfully different
internet from the rest of the world.” 
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